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INSIDE WLJ

PROP 12 DELAYED — A California
judge has delayed the enforcement of
Proposition 12 until July 2023 in an-
ticipation of a Supreme Court ruling
on the matter in the spring. Page 4

HOS EXEMPTIONS DENIED — The
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration recently denied an application
for an exemption to the hours-of-ser-
vice rules for livestock haulers. Page 7

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

The holidays always play an important
role in the livestock market, as this WLJ
columnist described in his December
1928 column: “A holiday is just a
holiday for the average salaried worker.
However, every holiday is costly to the
livestock and meat industry, for in
these days of automobiles and enter-
tainment a holiday means that the
average American housewife takes a
day off right along with the rest of the
folks. Take the Thanksgiving Day
holiday period, which we have just
experienced. Poultry is the most fa-
vored portion of the big holiday dinner.
After the choicest morsels are de-
voured in the feast, there are the less
desirable parts on the following day
and soup or hash on Saturday. This
means there are three days when there
is little or no beef, pork or lamb con-
sumed. For the livestock producer it
means that he loses three days’ buying
power from the meat packer. It be-
hooves the livestock interests to ‘watch
their step’ in preventing markets from
being oversupplied during these holi-
day periods.”
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USDA finalizes Cattle Contracts Library

— Goes into effect
Jan. 6

USDA has finalized its rule to
create a Cattle Contracts Library
Pilot Program. Under the new
rule, packers that slaughtered an
average of 5% or more of the na-

Bundy desert cattle the
subject of potential suit

— Protecting the
Mojave desert tortoise

Western Watersheds Project
(WWP) has announced its intent
to sue the feds for not protecting
the Mojave desert tortoise in
southern Nevada, claiming Cliv-
en Bundy’s cattle are partly to
blame for the tortoise’s dimin-
ished habitat, along with solar
panel development.

The WWP issued an intent to
sue on Dec. 1, giving several
federal agencies 60 days to re-
spond before the group will
launch a formal lawsuit. The
environmental group claims the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Department of the Interior, Bu-
reau of Land Management
(BLM), National Park Service
and Desert Conservation Pro-
gram failed to comply with and
implement the terms of the bio-
logical opinion, violating the En-
dangered Species Act (ESA).

In the notice, the group alleges
the government agencies failed
to follow the Clark County Mul-
tiple Species Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan and its corresponding
incidental take permit and im-
plementing agreement. The no-
tice requires the agencies to re-
initiate consultation on the plan
to consider new information
about impacts to the desert tor-
toise, especially “rampant solar
development on federal lands
and the species’ dramatically
declining population.”

The group noted the plan al-
lows for the development of pri-
vate lands in Clark County but
requires the county to implement
conservation measures for the
desert tortoise, which includes
buying out grazing privileges on
federal lands.

“Although the County secured
the allotment privileges and
(BLM) closed the allotments ad-
ministratively, BLM has allowed

See BUNDY on page 6
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tional number of fed cattle slaugh-
tered in the last five years will be
required to submit contractual
information for the purchase of
cattle.

The library will include informa-
tion about differents types of con-
tracts and contract terms, includ-

ing:
® Contract terms on any sched-
ules of premiums or discounts.
* Delivery and transportation.
® Terms and payments.
* Financing.
* Risk-sharing or profit-sharing.
® The number of head pur-

Preston Keres/lUSDA
USDA has finalized its rule for the creation of the Cattle Contracts Library Pilot Program, which requires packers
to report cattle contract information to the Agricultural Marketing Service. Pictured here, cattle in Canyon, TX.

chased.

¢ Other financial arrangements.

Funding was allocated under
the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2022 for USDA’s Agricul-
tural Marketing Service (AMS) to
create a pilot program to increase
market transparency for cattle
producers. AMS has been gather-
ing stakeholder feedback since
April for the program and created
a working model with inactive
contracts for testing purposes.

Packer
requirements

Under the pilot program, pack-
ers will be required to report to
AMS with contract information for
the purchase of cattle and the
number of actual and estimated
cattle purchased under active con-
tracts within certain time frames.
AMS will only collect contract
terms without any personally
identifiable information for confi-
dentiality purposes.

According to the rule, “Based on
feedback from industry stakehold-
ers, including those who volun-
tarily submitted contract informa-
tion, AMS determined the Pilot
needed to be mandatory;

See LIBRARY on page 7

Judge lets parts of case stand
on former Hammond allotments

— Government moved
to dismiss

A federal magistrate judge let
stand portions of a lawsuit brought
by environmental groups over the
allotments in the Steens Moun-
tain of Oregon, once used by the
Hammond family.

Judge Andrew Hallman for the
U.S. District Court for the District
of Oregon found the government’s
motion to dismiss the suit as moot
should be granted on certain
claims by environmental groups,
but the majority of the groups’
claims should stand.

Western Watersheds Project
and three other environmental
groups brought suit against the
secretary of the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), challenging
the issuance of a grazing permit
to Hammond Ranches Inc. by
then-Interior Secretary David
Bernhardt.

The groups argued the govern-

ment violated several provisions
of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act, the National
Environmental Policy Act (NE-
PA), the Administrative Proce-
dure Act and the Steens Mountain
Cooperative Management and
Protection Act.

The groups state the Ham-
monds overgrazed the allotments
during two periods, and they vio-
lated the 2019 grazing permit by
placing “six times the head of
cattle allowed on the Hammond
Allotment 10 days before the per-
mit began.”

The grazing permit was subse-
quently withdrawn, and in 2020,
BLM announced livestock opera-
tors could apply for the grazing
allotments. BLM also announced
it was beginning the NEPA pro-
cess and issued a draft allotment
plan and environmental assess-
ment (EA). According to court
documents, BLM allowed eight
days for public comments on the
draft documents, “an uncommon-

ly short public comment period,”
and BLM later ended the protest
period before the required 15
days.

“BLM purported to resolve 160
separate protests in a single busi-
ness day, and then-Secretary Ber-
nhardt issued a final decision to
grant grazing privileges to the
Ranch on January 19, 2021, the
documents state.”

The groups filed suit on Feb. 25,
2021, and claimed the govern-
ment’s 2021 grazing decision:

1. Improperly assumed jurisdic-
tion before the decision became a
“case” and shortened the protest
period before issuing a final graz-
ing decision.

2. Awarded the permit to an
unqualified applicant under the
Land Policy Act because Ham-
mond Ranches Inc. had a history
of violations, and other applicants
did not.

3. Based the final decision on a

See SUIT on page 5

$1.50 to $153.92.

averaged $248.58.

prices this week except in a few instances of weak sellers
releasing limited amounts of cattle $2 lower,” the Cattle
Report wrote. “Lower bids only fetched limited sales in
both the north and south, forcing packers to raise bids to
complete the week’s purchases.”

Cash trade for the week ending Dec. 4 totaled 77,500 |,
head. Live steers averaged $156.39, and dressed steers |«

“Smaller show lists, reduced and sometimes negative processing
margins, and fewer cows will be the characteristics of the coming
weeks as winter demand slows but supplies of live cattle shrink,” the
Cattle Report wrote. But we're not there quite yet.

Live cattle futures were lower over the week, with the December
contract down 63 cents to $152.42 and the February contract down

Cash trade through Thursday was about 30,000 head. Live steers
sold from $153-158.50, and dressed steers sold from $246-247.
“It is appearing unlikely packers will be able to break

Boxed beef fluctuates ahead of the holiday

day. “Packers will need to resupply their inventory for post-holiday
slaughter schedules and cash may not be worse than steady even the

week prior to Christmas.”

The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week
of Nov. 28 to Dec. 5 was the following on a live basis:

¢ Negotiated purchases: $156.47.

¢ Formula net purchases: $156.94.

¢ Forward contract net purchases: $157.02.

¢ Negotiated grid net purchases: $154.46.

On a dressed basis:
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“Packers have three weeks to take money off cash (in- | | /.~
cluding this week), which averaged $156.42 last week, |=*
before cash will bottom and rally into the first of the year,”
Cassie Fish, market analyst for The Beef, wrote on Wednes-
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COMMENTS

Markets get ready to advance

attle markets were

struggling to hold on

to fed cattle gains;
the prevailing price was $157/
cwt the first few days of De-
cember, and this last week, it
looks like $155/cwt. It’'s hard
to figure out if feeders are
making any money on their
cattle trades. The cost of gain
is hovering around $1.50 a pound, and corn is still
hanging in the $6.50/bushel trade zone, and it
doesn’t look like lower feed costs will happen any-
time soon. Last time I looked, ethanol producers
were using about the same amount of corn as the
feed industry. There goes that green economy
thing.

In early December, boxed beef prices hit the low-
est point of the year at $252. Packers have been
processing around 660,000 head per week for quite
some time. The rib buying season is almost over
since Christmas is about two weeks away; chucks
and rounds have been dragging the cutout down.
Winter months are generally a slower time for beef
sales, but large processing speeds are driving the
cutout lower, and they have already put packers in
the red—they are losing money right now. Perhaps
this is a more predictable long-term trend than we
remember.

Retailers are holding on to big margins at this
point, and the spread between wholesale and retail
beef should be remarkably wide. 'm sure those
Christmas prime ribs will cost a pretty penny.

I took a look at the difference between grading
and the price of various ribs. The comprehensive
cutout value for Prime beef was recently $317, and
the Prime wholesale rib price was $765. The
Choice cutout was at $253, while the rib was at
$496. The Select cutout was $226, and the Select
rib was $378. There is a lot of price difference be-
tween grades of beef—nearly $60 between Prime
and Choice and $90 between Prime and Select.
This is supply and demand at its best. The latest
grading report showed that on a weekly slaughter
basis, the industry is producing 8.8% Prime, 73.3%
Choice, 15% Select and 3% utility beef.

Even though the market has been moving high-
er, it’s pretty much the holiday rib run creating the
momentum. We're not quite there—the heavy
front-end supplies of fed cattle are getting smaller,
but we have had large beef production to keep beef
values in check.

The folks at HedgersEdge.com said, “Just as the
darkest days of winter will soon pass and more
hours of daylight will occur, so too the period of re-
cord high front-end fed cattle supplies is disap-
pearing in the rearview mirror. Front-end fed cat-
tle supplies (150+ days on feed) are in the early
stages of trending below the previous year. By
April, this supply will also dive below the previous
five-year average. These trends should prevail
through 2024, provided estimated marketing lev-
els are met.”

Over the past three years, we've seen the na-
tion’s cow herd decline. Beef cow slaughter levels
have been 12-13% higher than the prior year for
the past three years. The next Cattle Inventory re-
port is due out Jan. 31, 2023, and will show the
cow herd down 4 million head since this drought
started three years ago. The replacement heifer
situation generally adds 4.5 million head to the
beef cow herd, and it is estimated that 1.5 million
heifers didn’t make it into the breeding herd, so we
should have a net loss of 1 million head of beef
cows. Fed heifer slaughter is up 5% from a year
ago too.

The packing industry has produced 28.3 billion
Ibs. of beef during 2022—a record—and it is due to
cull cow slaughter from drought. It has been esti-
mated that the January inventory report will be
somewhere around 29 million head—not quite as
low as 2014, but getting close. In 2013, the cow
herd was liquidated to a 60-year low, and 2022 will
represent the largest slaughter since 1984.

So, the market had a nice move due to Christ-
mas demand. There are still plenty of front-end
supplies of fed cattle, but not many. The cow herd
has liquidated to the point that we should start to
see prices advance to 2014 levels. Packing plant
capacity won’t be much of an industry issue until
the next cattle cycle starts building. Meanwhile,
pray for more rain at the right time. We under-
stand friends in California are getting some. —
PETE CROW

CROW

DITTMER’S TAKE

CAPACITIES, GOVERNMENT
AND FARMWORKERS

In my last column, I discussed several
packing plants under construction, re-
modeling or in planning. Since then, the
economic principle that always rules over the beef chain—sup-
ply and demand—made a major change. Fed cattle supplies
are tight, boxed beef prices have dropped significantly, fed
cattle prices are up and packers are losing money for the first
time in years.

There is all that new capacity in the works, and right now,
the existing capacity is fighting over the available cattle sup-
ply. That is great for cattlemen for now, and it will last for
days or weeks, depending on a lot of variables. But many
people have pondered about new capacity coming on in a year
or two, when cattle numbers are sure to be lower. Continued
drought could make the supplies lower yet.

But we have one thing going for us. The industry is making
these decisions; private industry is deciding to add capacity,
not the government. I note that because you and I as taxpay-
ers are going to be on the hook for the hundreds of millions of
dollars Congress pledged this year in the Creating Helpful
Incentives to Produce Semiconductors and Science Act of 2022
to help companies build more chip fabrication plants. The
economy and chip demand surged after the pandemic; there
weren’t enough chips to build cars and electronics, and panic
set in.

But wait. As usual, when the government goes where it
doesn’t belong, the system gets messed up. Now, the economy
has slowed down, a recession is either here or coming soon
and chip makers are slowing production lines and moaning
about too many chips and too much capacity. We suspect some
of them will ponder canceling new plants and losing govern-
ment money or going ahead to get government money and
adding to the industry’s overcapacity for a number of years.

Speaking of that repulsive mix of congressional ineptitude
and crafty politicians, the government is scheduled to run out
of budget just about now. Just as the Inflation Reduction Act
included things few people knew about, like a major attack
on private-sector health insurance alongside Medicare, Con-
gress is again contemplating a monster omnibus spending
bill that will have nasty surprises in it. Congress is supposed
to approve 12 different spending bills out of committee during
the year after hearings and debates. Like irresponsible college
students, they end up cramming everything into one monstros-
ity—thousands of pages—at the last minute. But politicians

hide all kinds of nasty things in the monster bills, and, as
famously explained by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, they
have to pass the bill to find out what’s in it.

This year, with little time left on the congressional calendar
and the Democrats about to lose their House majority, rather
than pass another short-term continuing resolution to deal
with the Dec. 16 deadline, the Democrats want to extend the
current bloated spending levels through the end of the fiscal
year, Sept. 30, 2023. In addition, the parties have been fight-
ing over irrelevant measures to attach or not attach to the
defense appropriations bill.

There is another issue the Democrats would like to push
through before their majority disappears. Agriculture has
been pleading with the government for years to help them get
farmworkers and eliminate government obstacles. Agriculture
knows well the fallacy of the saying “There is no work Amer-
icans won't do.”

Farmworker visas are a complex issue. Democrats want to
give amnesty to an estimated 1 million farmworkers here il-
legally. Republicans want farmworkers with skills and work
ethic, but they want the opportunity for citizenship to be
earned over time, not just handed to illegals.

However, Republicans don’t want any immigration legisla-
tion until the Democrats stem the tide of invading illegals.
The Democrats also want provisions for migrant workers to
more easily sue their employers.

To complicate matters further, even Republicans who oppose
granting amnesty lean toward allowing a farmworker exemp-
tion.

The current law has no seasonal farmworker H-2A cap, but
they can only be in the U.S. for 10 months, a problem for
employers needing year-round help. The 2021 bill the House
passed would create 20,000 three-year slots for year-round
farmworkers.

That bill has a complicated system that illegal farmworkers
could go through to attain citizenship. One route could allow
illegals to work on a “certified agricultural worker” visa for
five and a half years, with the possibility of indefinite renew-
als. Through another route, after working for 14 years, they
could apply for a green card.

Time may run out in this Congress.

Also, a California court has extended the enforcement delay
of the state’s Proposition 12 pork production law. — Steve
Dittmer, WLJ columnist

AOBITUARIES

Weldon Earl Branch;
1932-2022

Weldon Branch went to be with the
Lord on Nov. 30. He passed away
peacefully at his Midvale, ID, ranch
with family and friends by his side at
the age of 90. He lived a full life, and
he was loved greatly by his family and
friends. Weldon was a faithful hus-
band, great dad, unbelievable grand-
pa and great-grandpa and a success-
ful rancher.

He was born March 24, 1932, in
Weiser, ID, to William Milton Branch
and Ellen Hilma (West) Branch. Wel-
don grew up on the family ranch 13
miles east of Midvale, where his par-
ents were second-generation ranch-
ers. He attended Sweet Home School,
a one-room schoolhouse on Crane
Creek, and he later graduated from
Midvale High School in 1949. Weldon
went on to attend the University of
Idaho, where he played cormerback
on the 1950 Vandals football team.

Weldon joined the U.S. Air Force
in 1951, and he was stationed at
Fairchild Air Force Base in Spokane,
WA, where he served as a senior
athletic specialist. Among other things,
his job was to improve the physical
condition of pilots on the base, as well
as train the military police in judo. He
was a brown belt and performed ex-
hibitions on base.

Weldon met Irene Legg as a fresh-
man in high school, and the romance
began as he stole the first kiss on the
ride home from the Washington Coun-
ty Fair. They would continue to have
an affection for each other, and they
ultimately married on Sept. 12, 1953.

He spent his first 18 years of mar-
riage on the Bonner place in Midvale,
where his ranch and family life started.
In 1969, he and Irene bought the
Anderson place on North Crane
Creek, and in 1971, they moved the
family to what is now known as the
Branch Keyhole Ranch. Weldon as-
sembled multiple ranches in Wash-
ington and Adams counties, state
leases, Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) leases and U.S. Forest Service
permits to create their ranch. Weldon
and Irene were married and success-
fully ran the Branch Keyhole Ranch
for 70 years.

Weldon served briefly in the Idaho
Legislature, served on the Boise Dis-
trict BLM Grazing Advisory Board,
was president of the Payette U.S.
Forest Service Grazing Advisory
Committee, chaired the Public Lands
Committee for the Idaho Cattle As-
sociation and was active in the Idaho
Republican Party, where he served as
a committeeman and delegate at the
county and state levels. He also
served as president of the Indian
Mountain Cattle and Horse Allotment
for many years. He also served on the
school board for the Midvale School
District and even found time to man-
age his sons’ little league teams.

Weldon was preceded in death by
his wife, Irene Branch; parents, Milton
and Ellen Branch; and sister, Shirley
Wallace. He is survived by his twin
sisters, Lois (Vernon) Sutton of New
Plymouth, ID, and Doris (Tom) Wake-
field of Fruitland, ID; children, Ric
Branch of Kuna, ID, Kathy Branch of
Coeur d’Alene, ID, Kerry (Rob) Lun-
dell of Everett, WA, and Ron (Christy)
Branch of Redmond, WA; nine grand-

children; six great-grandchildren; and
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins
and countless friends.

Peter Douglas Bottari;
1952-2022

Peter Douglas Bottari was born to
Duilio and EllaMay Bottari of Lamoille,
NV, on May 31, 1952. He was a busy
little boy who was always hammering
on something. At4 years old, Pete was
already helping his dad drive the feed
truck, and he didn’t stop working on
the ranch until cancer stole his ability
to do so, just shortly before his death
on Oct. 27.

Pete attended grade school at the
Lamoille Schoolhouse until 1961,
when the school was closed. They
were then bused to Elko, NV, to attend
school. Pete was very active in FFA,
where he held chapter and state of-
fices. Pete graduated from Elko High
School in 1970.

In 1971, Uncle Sam had a thing
called “the draft.” Pete’s number was
18, so he was drafted into the U.S.
Army, where he spent two years serv-
ing our country before being released
to come home to the ranch and his
family that really needed him.

Pete decided to attend farrier
school to learn the trade and was very
good at his job. He worked the ranch
with his dad and shoed horses on the
side.

Pete married Jan Alexander and

became stepdad to Bill, Chad and
Kim. He and Jan later divorced.

One of the highlights in Pete’s life
every year was the Elko County Fair.
He enjoyed going there to visit, having
a few adult beverages and dancing
the night away. He was a member of
the fair board for a few years and was
in charge of the stock horse portion.

On Dec. 7, 1994, Pete was finally
granted a date with the love of his life,
Karen Marvel. Pete had asked Karen
out several times and was turned
down, but Pete was always very per-
sistent! Karen finally said yes, and
from that time on, “Petey” and Karen
were a team! The ranch took most of
his time, but we always knew that
Karen wasn't far from his thoughts.

Pete put his heart, his soul and his
time into becoming a good stockman,
horseman and rancher. He was up at
dawn every day and didn’t get done
until well after dark. Karen often called
Pete “Rip Van Winkle” because if he
sat down in a comfortable chair, he
was fast asleep!

Pete is preceded in death by his
dad, Duilio Bottari; his sister, Peggy
Bottari Roberts; all of his grandpar-
ents; all of his aunts and uncles; his
niece, Allison Bottari; his mother-in-
law, Lorraine Urriola; and Karen’s aunt,
Theresa Paoletti.

Pete is survived by the love of his
life, Karen Marvel; her children, Mandi
(Darin) and Dusty (Allison); his mom,
EllaMay Bottari; his brothers, Paul
(Lori), Perry (Kim) and Bart (Jennifer);
his sister, Pam (Tom); his nephews,
Josh (Tory), Jay (Callie), Jacob (Alex),
Brenden and Grysen; and his nieces,
Amber (Dave), Abigail (Rob), Sarah,
Brooke, Brittany (lan), Megan (Marc)
and Makenna (Kaleb). He is also
survived by his stepchildren, Bill (Kim),
Chad (Elizabeth) and Kim; stepgrand-
children, Aviana, Bridger, Race, Hunt-
er, Cody, Jessie and Amos; and many
honorary family members, as well as
many cousins and great friends.
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Do You or You and Your Neighbor Have 300+ Acres of
Clean Farm or Pasture Land? Lease Us Your Land!

300 acres or more relatively level, clean farm or pastureland with a large
transmission line crossing?

Lease Your Land for Solar Power Production

Extraordinary income to the right property owner(s)

If your property qualifies or your property along with neighbors qualify
you may potentially receive long term income. (20 — 40-year lease)
$800 - $1500 Per acre Per year with incremental increases

Do You Have Power Lines Like This
On Or Adjacent To Your Land?

« Can Not be Subtranssmision Lines

B &
PR raVAVA FAVA AVAV. v
o ) -
[\

ﬁ « Must be Transmission Power Lines
«  Must be 115 Kv to 345 Kv

Please Note the Four Essential Requirements Below

Transmission 300 or more No timberland State or county
lines crossing or acres (must or clear cuts maintaine.d
within 200 yards be; in recent. road bordering

: cultivation or in the property
of property pasture or clear

open range)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at: InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com
Visit our website at innovativesolarsystemslic.com to view recent projects
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THE
VIEWPOINT

with Ryan Rhoades

This exclusive column found only in
WLJ features unique perspectives
from some of the nation’s top
producers, marketers, animal health
experts, economists and more.

Ryan Rhoades’ first job
out of graduate school was
with the King Ranch Insti-
tute for Ranch Manage-
ment. After serving on the
faculty at the institute for
seven years, he took a posi-
tion as an Extension beef
specialist at Colorado State
University (CSU), and he
has been working primar-
ily in producer outreach for
Colorado for the last six
years.

Ryan told WLJ when he
started his position at
CSU, he sent out a compre-
hensive needs assessment
to 2,500 beef producers in
the state, and the No. 1
response was that produc-
ers needed help with busi-
ness management.

“It was clear that the fi-
nancials were the No. 1
barrier to success for folks,
meaning cash flows, cost of
production, debt and all
those things that go with
it,” Ryan said.

The second most com-
mon response was that
while ranchers routinely
collected information in
their red book, they did not
know their break-even
price within 10 cents a
pound.

Ryan saw that ranchers
needed help turning data
into information that could
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assist with making sound
business decisions.
Through the needs assess-
ment and what his re-
search showed, he devel-
oped the Total Ranch Anal-
ysis for Colorado (TRAC)
benchmark program.

Ryan said the develop-
ment of TRAC was based
on the work of Stan Bevers
and his development of key
performance indicators
(KPIs). The National Cat-
tlemen’s Beef Association
and others developed the
Beef Cow-Calf Standard-
ized Performance Analysis
(SPA), and Bevers took
that information and inte-
grated business and pro-
duction numbers to devel-
op the KPIs.

According to Bever’s
website, KPIs provide a
rancher with an analysis of
the operation to standard-
ize how beef cow-calf op-
erations are evaluated
from both a production and
financial standpoint.

Ryan said many of the
KPIs used in TRAC are
based on the work that Bev-
ers developed, and the indi-
cators in TRAC are growing
and evolving over time.

There are over 20 bench-
mark KPIs in TRAC based
on production metrics, fi-
nancial metrics, cost of pro-
duction metrics and cost
centers.

One of TRAC’s reports,
the “TRAC 2022 Priority
Report,” surveys partici-
pating ranches to detail
production and financial
benchmarks for cow-calf
operations in Colorado.
The 2022 report’s bench-
marks are based on over 30
ranches annually over a
three-year period. Ryan
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said he sat down with each
ranch individually to listen
to their unique successes
and challenges and collect
an array of production and
financial data. The data is
analyzed to determine
critical metrics, and a cus-
tomized report with bench-
marks is given to the
ranch. This gives the pro-
ducers the ability to com-
pare their numbers inter-
nally and externally year
after year and evaluate
trends.

Ryan continued that
ranchers who want to com-
pare themselves to the
benchmarks in the report
could do so with the use

Ryan Rhoades

of SPA documents to calcu-
late similar metrics for
their ranch. However, Ry-
an noted that even within
Colorado, certain costs can
vary from the Western
Slope to the Front Range
and other parts of the state,
but it gives ranchers a good
place to start.

Ryan said a major profit-
ability trend he sees from
the subset of the 30-plus
ranches is the need to ap-
propriately match stocking
rate with carrying capaci-
ty. Ryan noted that ranch-
ers have reduced their

herds due to
drought and are
reluctant to re-
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purchase cattle when
things are better. However,
Ryan said, “The folks that
come back to or match
their stocking rate closer
to their carrying capacity
are way more profitable.”
Ryan said this is due to the
high fixed-cost structures
on ranches and the need to
spread those costs over
more units to reduce the
cost per cow.

“We're talking about de-
veloping the right enter-
prise mix, whether that’s
getting rid of some cows
and adding in stockers so
you can adjust inventory
with a little more flexibili-
ty, but just being stocked
appropriately when the
time is right is really im-
portant,” Ryan said.

Another driver of profit-
ability is the overhead cost,
and Ryan noted that many
producers have too much
stuff, and depreciation is
oftentimes the biggest con-
tributor.

Ryan is also trying to
convince ranchers to look
seriously at their hay en-
terprise.

“Alot of places don’t need
to be making their own hay
because it just costs them
way more when they get
down into the details than
they think,” Ryan said.

Ryan noted one of the
keys to profitability is not
to focus on maximizing
production parameters,
but to think about optimiz-
ing them. Ryan continued
that while EPDs for growth
have gone up dramatically
in the last 20 years, wean-
ing weights have been
static during that time.
Ryan suggests as much as
20% of the variation in

weaning weights could be
attributed to one factor:
rainfall.

“I tell people if you're
already at the median or
in the top 30% of weaning
weights, you should not
even be looking at that or
focused on that because it’s
going to be difficult to cost
effectively push that num-
ber any higher,” Ryan said.
“It doesn’t matter what the
genetic potential is; there
seems to be a resource
limitation preventing us
from fully expressing it.”

Ryan clarified that some
people might have a differ-
ing view, but from what he
has seen, it makes the
most sense.

Ryan said the types of
KPIs used in TRAC and
SPA documents are univer-
sal, and producers from
other states can use those
in their operations.

“So, a really interesting
finding, if calculated using
similar methods, is that
the average total cow cost,
no matter where you go, no
matter what state you're
in, (is) fairly similar,” Ryan
said. “But what’s different
is how you got to that num-
ber, like feed versus depre-
ciation versus pasture
lease costs. All the indi-
vidual line item expenses
can be very different, but
at the end of the day, the
average total cost to run a
cow is not all that differ-
ent.”

A copy of TRAC can be
obtained by contacting
Ryan at ryan.rhoades@
colostate.edu. For more
information on KPIs and
Bevers’ work, visit www.
ranchkpi.com. — Charles
Wallace, WL.J editor
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Prop 12 enforcement
waits for SCOTUS

A California superior
court judge has extended a
stay on the enforcement of
the state’s Proposition 12
animal welfare law until
July 2023, pending the out-
come of an expected ruling
by the Supreme Court in
the spring.

The Supreme Court
heard oral arguments
in October in a legal chal-
lenge by the American
Farm Bureau Federation
and the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council. The groups
argued the proposition is
unconstitutional because it
violates the dormant com-
merce clause by regulating
economic activity in states
outside California.

Judge James P. Arguelles,
in the Superior Court of Cal-
ifornia for the county of Sac-
ramento, granted the re-
quest. Arguelles ordered a
delay in enforcement in
January 2022 after several
groups, including the Califor-
nia Grocers Association, the
California Retailers Associa-
tion and the California Res-
taurant Association, said in
court filings the industry was
given no time to comply with
the law because regulations
had yet to be completed.

“The court also finds that
the parties have made a suf-
ficient showing that changed
circumstances, including the
United States Supreme
Court’s pending review of a
case challenging the consti-
tutionality of Proposition 12,
warrant an extension of the
existing injunction,” Ar-
guelles said in his order.

Proposition 12 went into

effect on Jan. 1, 2022. The
law bans the sale of pork
from hogs that don’t meet
the state’s new production
standards. A federal appeals
court upheld the law in 2021.

The law requires hog pro-
ducers to abide by certain
regulations to sell pork in
California. Voters in the state
passed Proposition 12 in
2018, with nearly 63% of vot-
ers supporting it. The law
forbids the sale of whole pork
meat in California from hogs
born of sows not housed in
conformity with the law.
Proposition 12 forbids sows
from being confined in such
a way that they cannot lie
down, stand up, fully extend
their limbs or turn around
without touching the sides of
their stalls or other animals.

The National Pork Produc-
ers Council argued in briefs
filed with the Supreme Court
that the law violates the com-
merce clause by regulating
business beyond its borders.
California already imports
99.8% of its pork from pro-
ducers in other states.

The ag groups said the
U.S. industry as a whole
would be forced to reduce
herd sizes or build costly new
facilities, as well as make
changes in every aspect of
caring for sows, including
feeding, breeding, medical
care and farm labor.

Back in March 2021, Rabo-
bank said in a report the U.S.
pork industry faces a daunt-
ing task to comply with Prop-
osition 12 if the legal chal-
lenge comes up short. —
Todd Neeley, DTN staff
reporter



President Joe Biden on
Dec. 2 signed legislation
meant to prevent railroad
workers from going on strike,
saying that such a strike
“would have been an eco-
nomic catastrophe at a very
bad time in the calendar.”

The legislation signing and
brief comments at the White
House ended a week of high-
stakes drama in Washington,
D.C., that saw Congress im-
mediately act in bipartisan
fashion to prevent the
115,000 or so rail workers
from potentially shutting
down major sectors of the
economy, including agricul-
ture.

“Our nation’s rail system is
literally the backbone of our
supply chain, as you all well
know. And so much of what
we rely on is delivered on our
rail, from clean water to food
and gas and every other
good,” Biden said before sign-
ing the bill. “A rail shutdown
would have devastated our
economy. Without freight rail,
many U.S. industries would

literally shut down.”

Asmany as 765,000 people
would have been put out of
work within the first two
weeks of a rail strike, Biden
noted. He also nodded to ag-
ricultural risks as well.
“Farms and ranches across
the country would not have
been able to feed their supply
stock,” he said.

Farm groups representing
every commodity and sector
were in lockstep throughout
the fall as the risks of a rail
strike came up repeatedly
during the negotiations and
the 12 unions’ votes over the
deal struck in September.
Biden pointed out rail work-
ers will receive a “historic”
24% wage increase, improved
health care and better work-
ing conditions.

“And look, I know this bill
doesn’t have paid sick leave
that these rail workers, and
frankly every worker in
America, deserves,” Biden
said. “But that fight isn’t
over.”

The decision to block the

Judge ruled partially
in favor of government

SUIT

(from page 1)

significant impact (FONSI).

4. Failed to ensure the is-
sued permit complied with
the sage grouse management
plan issued under the Land
Policy Act.

5.Issued a permit violating
the Steens Act by not ade-
quately protecting the Steens
Mountain Cooperative Man-
agement Area and “misinter-
preting the Steens Act to in-
clude an additional compet-
ing purpose of promoting vi-
able and sustainable grazing
operations.”

Under the Land Policy Act,
grazing decisions must com-
ply with resource manage-
ment plans, and the groups
stated that a management
plan for the sage grouse re-
quires vegetative standards
to be met on the allotments.
The act also requires appli-
cants for renewed grazing
permits to have a satisfactory
record of performance based
on substantial compliance
with prior permits and ap-
plicable rules and regula-
tions.

“Finally, the Land Policy
Act has two procedural re-
quirements: first, the govern-
ment must hold a 15-day
protest period before issuing
a final grazing decision, and
second, the Secretary can
only assume jurisdiction over
‘cases,” court documents
show.

The Steens Act requires
the secretary to prepare “a
comprehensive plan for the
long-range protection and
management of the Federal
lands included in the Steens
Management Area,” accord-
ing to court documents.

After the suit was filed, the
2021 grazing permit was re-
scinded and remanded back
to BLM for consideration. In
April 2021, BLM announced
it was engaging in the NEPA
process and subsequently
published a notice of intent to
prepare an EIS for the allot-
ments.

In February 2022, BLM
withdrew the FONSI for the
allotments.

On June 29, Hallman
heard oral arguments regard-
ing the case, and lawyers for
the government moved to

dismiss the suit as “moot
since there is no live contro-
versy between the parties,”
said Shannon Boylan, the
government’s attorney.

The environmental groups
assert the withdrawal of the
FONSI did not include the
EA and did not remove all
doubt about the mootness of
the case.

Hallman, in the findings,
stated the government made
it clear that the future pro-
cess of issuing a final grazing
permit will include a suffi-
cient time period for protest,
and the grazing decision will
not be made based on the
challenged EA and FONSL
As aresult, Hallman ruled in
favor of the government on
the portion of the first claim
regarding the shortened pro-
test period and on the third
claim.

However, Hallman let
stand the other claims by the
environmental groups since
the government did not clear-
ly state that it incorrectly is-
sued the permit to Hammond
Ranches Inc. despite the
ranch’s history of violations
or that the prior permit vio-
lated the Steens Act or the
sage grouse management
plan. Hallman further stated
the government made no rep-
resentations that it would
avoid the challenged acts in
the future.

“As a result, the court can-
not find that it is absolutely
clear that the government
will not issue a grazing per-
mit on the allotments to the
ranch orissue a permit in line
with the alleged violations to
the Steen’s Act or applicable
land use plans,” Hallman
wrote. “Nor can the court find
that the Secretary will not
assume jurisdiction over the
permit decision before BLM
issues a decision.”

Hallman denied the gov-
ernment’s motion to dismiss
the second, fourth and fifth
claims, along with the portion
of the environmental groups’
first claim related to the sec-
retary prematurely assuming
jurisdiction of the grazing
decision.

Objections to the findings
and recommendation issued
by Hallman must be submit-
ted by Dec. 13. — Charles
Wallace, WL.J editor
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Biden signs bill blocking railroad strike

strike forced Biden, who
called himself a pro-union
president, to choose the over-
all economy over the backing
of the rail workers who were
willing to strike over paid sick
leave.

Biden signed the bill one
day after the Senate voted
80-15 to pass the bill that
included all provisions of the
Presidential Emergency
Board agreement struck with
the union leaders and rail-
roads in September. The Sen-
ate, however, had voted 52-43
on a separate bill that would
have given the rail workers
seven days of paid sick leave.
That bill had cleared the

House of Representatives on
Nov. 30, mainly with Demo-
cratic votes.

Zippy Duvall, president of
the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF), thanked
the president and Congress
for acting together to avert
the strike. Duvall said farm-
ers already face high diesel
prices and low water levels
that have hindered shipping
on the Mississippi River.

Colin Woodall, CEO of the
National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association, reiterated some
of Duvall’s comments.

“America’s cattle producers
are grateful for the bipartisan
effort that prevented disrup-
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tions in critical rail service
across the country,” Woodall
said. “Arail shutdown would
have been disastrous to our
supply chain, and would have
interrupted the essential
feed, fuel and fertilizer ship-
ments cattle producers need.
We are pleased that this joint
resolution was swiftly passed
by Congress and signed into
law.”

The intense national con-
cerns over a strike came after
years of negotiations on a
labor deal that did not in-
clude paid sick leave. Mem-
bers of four of the largest
unions voted to reject the
deal, even though members

of eight other unions agreed
to ratify it. A strike would
have hit as early as Dec. 9,
but railroads were already
preparing to start scaling
back shipments of hazardous
materials such as fertilizer if
Congress was unable to act.

Congress has intervened
18 times since the late 1920s
to avert national strikes that
would have hindered inter-
state commerce. The last
time Congress stepped in for
a rail strike, however, was
1992, and it was only after
the workers had shut down
the rail lines for two days.
— Chris Clayton, DTN ag
policy editor
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Inflation is redefining hol-
iday shopping as consumers
make adjustments to their
budgets, new research from
the Center for Food Integrity
(CFI) shows.

“They are looking for op-
portunities to maintain the
comfort and nostalgia of the
holidays while being mindful
of the impact on their pock-
etbook at the same time,”
said Mickie French, CFI ex-
ecutive director.

Consumers especially
want high-quality items for
a lower price, according to
CFT’s latest Illuminate Digi-
tal Cultural Insights re-
search, which was conducted
in partnership with FMI, the
food industry association.
Illuminate leverages digital
ethnography that analyzes
millions of online conversa-
tions in real time.

In addition, consumers are
reevaluating the equation of
time versus money as they
try to determine how much
their time really is worth in
aninflationary environment.
As a result, they are weigh-
ing which shopping conve-
niences are worth the cost
during the busy holiday sea-
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son.

One way is by considering
if online grocery shopping is
worth the delivery fee. For
families with young children
and those working more than
one job, delivery could help
them save time and gas by
eliminating a trip to the
store.

“According to FMI's ‘U.S.
Grocery Shopper Trends:
Holiday Shopping’ report,
45% of consumers are most
concerned about rising meal
prices as compared to other
holiday expenses,” said Steve
Markenson, director of re-
search for FMI. “Fortunately,
most shoppers indicate they
are in control of their grocery
budgets, with 71% of con-
sumers making some adjust-
ment to their holiday meal
shopping to adapt to the
changing economic land-
scape. This indicates that
shoppers are still able to find
budget-friendly items to
meet their needs.”

Shopping patterns were
significantly disrupted by the
pandemic, and higher food
prices are now causing more
changes for food retailers and
shoppers, he said.
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Inflation redefines holiday food shopping

As they prepare for the
holidays, shoppers are look-
ing for ways to save money
on groceries by choosing dis-
count retailers and store
brands. They are also inves-
tigating other options, such
as buying in bulk and using
coupons.

“The insights provide valu-
able information for the food

system to understand and
anticipate consumers’ needs
as the food system works to
ensure everyone has access
to food that meets their needs
and budgets,” French said.

The research also shows
that inflation is impacting
gift-giving, causing shoppers
to redefine “luxury.”

“They are prioritizing the

emotional feelings of luxury,
such as comfort and wellness,
instead of high price tags,”
she said.

That means they are mak-
ing room in their holiday
budgets for small, affordable
luxuries that stand out from
their everyday purchases for
themselves and for others.
They are also opting toward

giving practical gifts this
year.

Inflation and higher prices
are affecting consumers at all
levels, French said. The re-
search showed that low-in-
come to lower-middle-class
consumers and those with
children are most likely to be
talking about this topic. —
CFI

WWP: Solar panels adding to tortoise decline

BUNDY

(from page 1)

trespass grazing to continue
unchecked on the Gold Butte
allotment lands in desert tor-
toise critical habitat that is
required to be protected as a
term of the (plan),” the notice
read, referring to Bundy’s
cattle, which the group al-
leges have been grazing on
the allotment for decades.
“For almost thirty years,
Cliven Bundy has grazed his
cattle on public lands without
a grazing permit and without
paying rent,” said Erik
Molvar, WWP executive direc-
tor, in a news release. “These

cattle have disturbed the na-
tive desert ecosystems and
promoted the expansion of
flammable annual weed
called red brome, resulting in
major fires that burned more
than 80,000 acres of desert
tortoise habitat in 2005 alone.
It’s time to evict the cattle.”

Declining
numbers

WWP asserts that the pop-
ulations of desert tortoises are
plummeting. The group con-
tends that solar projects have
largely led to the decline, us-
ing the example of two recent
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utility-scale solar projects
under construction in the Mo-
jave Desert of California. Tor-
toises were removed from the
solar project sites and moved
elsewhere.

According to the group,
during clearance surveys on
8,000 acres, no juvenile tor-
toises were found under
roughly 7 inches in shell
length. In another area of
5,000 acres, the smallest tor-
toise found measured about 9
inches in shell length, which
is an estimated age of at least
35 years old.

“This indicates a lack of
survivorship and no recruit-
ment into adulthood of the

tortoise population in this
region,” the notice read. “Hab-
itat destruction from large-
scale solar projects was indi-
cated as a major cause, in-
cluding indirect effects of
project development extend-
ing outwards on adjacent tor-
toise habitat.”

The notice concludes by
noting the Northeastern Mo-
jave Recovery Unit is the ex-
ception to the desert tortoise’s
decline and suggests thisis a
result of most livestock graz-
ing being removed from the
critical habitat area. — Anna
Miller, WLJ managing
editor
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Livestock groups are dis-
appointed about a regula-
tory decision by the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) de-
nying an exemption appli-
cation over hours-of-service
(HOS) rules for hauling
livestock.

FMCSA handed down
the decision on Nov. 29 to
deny an application from
several livestock and agri-
cultural groups over the
HOS rules.

The livestock groups
asked FMCSAback in 2019

to allow haulers to drive a
total of 15 hours in a
16-hour period. Right now,
livestock haulers are per-
mitted to drive in an ex-
emption zone within a ra-
dius of 150 air miles from
the source of the commodi-
ty, and the time spent driv-
ing in that zone doesn’t
count toward the HOS lim-
its. The livestock groups
requested to add the
15-hour drive limit outside
of that 150-air-mile radius.
The request applied to all
livestock, insect and aquat-
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ic animal haulers and their
drivers.

Typically, HOS rules lim-
it drivers to 11 hours of
driving after 10 consecutive
hours off duty. Drivers are
required to take at least a
30-minute break after driv-
ing for eight cumulative
hours. Drivers may not
drive beyond the 14th con-
secutive hour after coming
on duty.

The groups making the
request were the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion (NCBA), Livestock

Listening session planned
before library pilot rollout

LIBRARY

(from page 1)

otherwise, the Cattle Con-
tract Library would be in-
complete, and the informa-
tion would be potentially
misleading if packers self-
select the contract terms
they provide,” just as the
Swine Contract Library is
mandatory for packers.

According to USDA, the
following contract clauses
must be submitted: con-
tract method, contract start
and end dates, base price
source and adjustment,
selling basis, premiums
and discounts, specifica-
tions relating to cattle at-
tributes, delivery and
transportation terms and
payments, financing, risk-
sharing, profit-sharing or
other financial arrange-
ments, and volume provi-
sions.

On a monthly basis,
packers will be required to
submit the number of ac-
tual cattle purchased under
active contracts in the prior
month, along with the esti-
mated maximum number
of cattle to be purchased
under active contracts for
slaughter in the current
calendar month.

The final rule was posted
in the Federal Register on
Dec. 7 and goes into effect
on Jan. 6, 2023. Beginning

on that date, packers must
submit the required con-
tractual clauses for each
active contract, regardless
of whether the contract is
written or oral. Packers will
then be required to submit
the same information for
each new active contract,
along with any changes to
previously submitted active
contracts.

“Because the packers
prepare these contracts in
advance of their offering
those contracts to produc-
ers, AMS determined these
submission timeframes to
be reasonable,” the rule
read.

To view the final rule in
its entirety, search for dock-
et number AMS-LP-22-0065
at federalregister.gov. AMS
plans to host a cattle indus-
try listening session in
early January to discuss
the pilot program prior to
its official rollout.

Industry support

The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association (NCBA)
welcomed the final rule and
said it was looking forward
to continuing to work with
USDA as the pilot program
launches. “We are pleased
that USDA listened to feed-
back from stakeholders like
NCBA while crafting the
final rule on the Cattle Con-

tract Library Pilot Pro-
gram,” said NCBA Senior
Director of Government Af-
fairs Tanner Beymer in a
statement.

“We are hopeful that this
pilot program will strike an
appropriate balance be-
tween offering cattle pro-
ducers additional insight
into the market while also
protecting their proprietary
business information.”

Sen. John Hoeven (R-
ND), lead Republican on the
agriculture subcommittee
within the Senate Commit-
tee on Appropriations and a
staunch supporter of the
measure, also applauded
the rule’s finalization.

“This cattle contract li-
brary that we worked to
secure at AMS will serve as
an important resource to
America’s livestock produc-
ers, giving them more of the
information they need to get
the best price and terms for
the sale of their cattle,” Ho-
even said in a news release.

“At the same time, we
continue working to
strengthen enforcement of
our laws, while opening new
opportunities for producers
to sell their products. That
means more competition in
cattle markets, which ulti-
mately benefits both ranch-
ers and consumers.” — An-
na Miller, WL.JJ managing
editor

Senate version of bill to
stop SEC climate rules

Sens. John Boozman
(R-AR) and Mike Braun (R-
IN) have introduced a Sen-
ate version of the Protect
Farmers from the SEC Act,
which would exempt farm-
ers and ranchers from
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions reporting rules
proposed by the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC).

The Senate bill is a com-
panion piece of legislation
to the House bill introduced
by Rep. Frank Lucas
(R-OK-03) earlier this year.
Lucas introduced the bill in
response to the SEC’s an-
nouncement of a proposed
rule that would require all
public companies to disclose
GHG emissions from opera-
tions a company owns or
controls in addition to indi-
rect GHG emissions that
occur upstream and down-
stream in the supply chain.

“The authors of this rule
clearly lack an understand-
ing of how agriculture
works. The publicly traded
corporations overseen by
the SEC won’t be the ones
tasked with complying with
these onerous ‘value chain’
rules,” Boozman said in a
statement. “That responsi-
bility would fall on Ameri-
ca’s family farmers and
ranchers who would be
forced to deal with (an) un-
precedented amount of un-
necessary paperwork. This
is the last thing they need
to deal with as they struggle
in the face of record high
input costs, supply chain
bottlenecks, labor shortag-
es, drought and other natu-
ral disasters.”

The Protect Farmers
from the SEC Act is backed
by several agriculture orga-
nizations, including the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef As-

sociation (NCBA), which
said in a statement the
SEC’s proposal would in-
crease the burden on ranch-
ers with onerous regula-
tions.

“NCBA is proud to sup-
port the Protect Farmers
from the SEC Act because
it ensures that federal regu-
lators do not overstep their
jurisdiction and it protects
cattle producers from ad-
ditional government red
tape,” said NCBA Chief
Counsel Mary-Thomas
Hart. “We thank Senators
Boozman and Braun for
their focus on this issue.”

NCBA said while the cli-
mate rules are aimed at
large corporations, produc-
ers could be required to
comply with the rules since
they are part of the supply
chain for public restaurants
and retailers. — Charles
Wallace, WL.J editor

Marketing Association
(LMA), American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, American
Beekeeping Federation,
American Honey Producers
Association and National
Aquaculture Association.

The livestock groups said
the maximum driving and
on-duty limits under the
HOS rules could place live-
stock at risk and impose
more burdens on livestock
haulers in rural areas of the
country.

“We are disappointed in
FMCSA’s decision, especial-
ly when the cattle and beef
supply chain faces continued
stress from driver shortages
and a potential rail strike,”
said Kent Bacus, NCBA ex-
ecutive director of govern-
ment affairs. “Hauling cattle
is very different from haul-
ing consumer goods, which
is why NCBA will continue
urging congressional leaders
to support expanded hours-
of-service flexibility for live-
stock haulers so they can
continue making their criti-
cal deliveries.”

In their application, live-
stock groups suggested driv-
ers could maintain the same
level of safety and aware-
ness by adopting fatigue risk
management practices used
in countries such as Austra-
lia.

“We are disappointed
FMCSA denied the request
without more seriously con-
sidering or addressing the
proposed safety measures
industry brought forward,”
said Jara Settles, LMA gen-
eral counsel and vice presi-

DECEMBER 12, 2022 7

Feds reject plan for longer livestock hauls on highways

dent of risk management.
“Livestock haulers have an
excellent safety record, and
our drivers haul a very
unique cargo. The Livestock
Marketing Association and
the groups we work with will
continue to seek common-
sense flexibilities for these
special drivers to make sure
livestock get where they
need to go in a safe and re-
sponsible manner while
meeting the ever-growing
needs of the American food
supply.”

The application drew 359
comments filed by various
groups, including individual
truckers who haul livestock.
Livestock groups supported
the additional four hours of
drive time to get livestock to
their destination quicker,
especially in warmer weath-
er. Supporters noted live-
stock typically cannot with-
stand the stress of being
stopped for 10 hours without
airflow and the added time
in a trailer.

The application by live-
stock groups was opposed by
the National Transportation
Safety Board, the Commer-
cial Vehicle Safety Alliance,
the Truckload Carriers As-
sociation, the Iowa Motor
Truck Association (IMTA)
and the Animal Welfare
Institute.

IMTA commented that
livestock haulers should be
held to the same HOS stan-
dards as the rest of the in-
dustry. If a load requires
more than the normal 11
hours of driving, then a car-
rier should be required to

put a team of two drivers in
the vehicle. This would al-
low them to get the load
delivered but also remain
in compliance with HOS
rules, the group stated.

In denying the applica-
tion, FMCSA ruled that
once the 15 hours of drive
time were stacked on the
150-air-mile exemption
zone, that would translate
into potentially 21 or more
hours of driving during a
work shift. That type of
sustained driving “would
not likely achieve a level of
safety that is equivalent to,
or greater than, the level
that would be achieved ab-
sent the exemption.”

Rep. Dan Newhouse
(R-WA-04) denounced the
decision, saying the Depart-
ment of Transportation
(DOT) did not consider the
recommendations of farm-
ers and ranchers who trans-
port livestock.

“It will also cause undue
harm and leave these ani-
mals susceptible to heat,
cold, and other extreme
conditions,” Newhouse
said. “With unprecedented
supply chain disruptions, a
looming threat of a rail
shutdown, and a truck driv-
er shortage facing commu-
nities across the country,
now is not the time to be
placing additional stressors
on this industry. DOT
should reverse this decision
and continue working to
meet the unique needs of
livestock transportation.”
— Chris Clayton, DTN
ag policy editor
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Thursday, January 12, 2023

to be held at

— Houoning —
Eldon Krebs

Gordon, Nebraska

THE NATIONAL WESTERN CLUB

National Western Complex
4655 Humboldt St. -+ Denver, CO 80216

No-host social reception begins at 5:30 p.m.
Followed by the traditional prime rib dinner at 6:30 p.m.

2023 Friend of the National Western Stock Show
and Red Meat Industry Award Recipient

with Guest Speaker
Chip Kemp

International Genetic Solutions +
Director, American Simmental Association

; Attendance by RESERVATION ONLY.
Reservations accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
Seating is limited to 230 guests.

Mail reservation to:

The Red Meat Club of Denver

c/o National Western Stock Show - 4655 Humboldt St. -

Denver, CO 80216

Phone: 303/299-5556, Kristen Sublette
I plan to attend the January 12, 2023, meeting.

Tickets are $55 per person, and tables are set up for 7 people each.
To order, use the QR code provided here or visit:

https://nationalwestern.evenue.net/cgi-bin/ncommerce3/SEGetEv
entList?prc=REDMEAT&caller=PR&linkID=nationalwestern.

If you have questions or difficulty accessing the ticketing website,
please contact the National Western Ticket Office at (888) 551-5004.
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MARKET SITUATION REPORT

MARKET NEWS WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ'stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
. WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED
Choice Fed Steers 155.33 A 155.23 140.05 ENDING Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price

MARKET AT A GLANCE  This Week: 12/8/2022 Week/Ago Year, Ago

CME Feeder Index 179.23 178.40 161.63 December5 7,174 25142 223 31725 1251 257.06 2127 24938 765 22650 2808 20584

A
Boxed Beef Average 247.28 v 253.57 264.55 November28 6903 25574 201 32737 1223 26212 1981 25363 715 23039 2782 21292
218 Ll

November21 6514 257.95 33669 1,195 26527 2185 25505 23205 2140 21384

Average Dressed Steers 246.95 A il A INovember 14 6337 26046 167 34217 1195 26867 1795 29832 841 23231 233 21576
Live Slaughter Weight* 1,385 A 1,383 1,393 Cutouts
Jek
Weekly Slaughter 663,000 A 581,000 676,000 DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT  50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Weekly Beef Production*** 553.7 A 497.1 562.5 Dec8 24728 220.55 186.77 7792 236.00
Hide/Offal Value 13.92 v 14.72 14.06 Dec7 248.96 219.77 190.00 71.87 240.53
Corn Price 6.32 v 6.50 5.88 Dec6 242,65 219.14 192.07 76.33 24514
. . . U ) Dech 243.31 221.11 190.40 7548 24154
‘Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week. Dec? 249.93 224,56 189.16 75.11 239.60
CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle e e o s Do P e P
Wi 5 [] 1 =
1212 12/5 1206 12/7  12)8 High* Low* Week Ending December'8; 2022 u ; u (]
Dec. 15335 15323 15155 15193 15243 15380 13055 STEERS / HEIFERS
Feb. 15588 15583 15363 15355 15393 15703 14003 | | DATE SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
200-300 Ib. | 300-400Ib. | 400-500 Ib. | 500-600 Ib. | 600-700 Ib. | 700-800Ib. | 800 Ib. -uj
Apr. 15958 15958 15763 15763 15805 16013 15388 | |MARKET P_| SLAUGHTER BULLS | REPLACEMENTS
Jun. 15620 15628 15448 15435 15493 15850 15310 ||December2 NA 180-221 180-218 170-213 155-187 150-170 140-161 56-67
Blackfoot, ID 160-187 160-194 155-187 147-168 145-153 137-150 65-80
CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder: Cattle December 1 WA 220.50-244 195-230 188-205 165-176.50 167-169 164.50-166 52-74
1212 12/5 12/6 1217 12/8 _ High* Low" Burley, ID 194 181-196 171 162-172 156-165 76-107
Jan. 18245 18378 18180 18090 18348 18703 16958 [|Decembery 226 166-179.50 | 161-166 e R B0
£} o - - =
Mar. 18528 18638 18415 18325 18505 18748 17595 No report available @
Apr. 18863 18953 18733 18660 18835 18953 18303 Eugene, OR =
May 19158 19225 19020 18970 19153 19225 18755 | Ipecempers e 225053 225045 | 19521950 | 175-183 160-174 148159 65-80 £
High and low figures are for the life of the contract. Madras, OR ’ 200-220 180-212 170-193 160-173 145-160 85-03 =
November 30 11 190-214 176-229 170-201 160-181.50 154-173.75 147-151 65-75 =
FED/CATTLE TRADE!| Head Count | Avg Weight = Avg. Price’  JAEINS] ' 157-188 150-194 152-180 147-167.50 72-90
No report available
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davenport, WA
Live FOB Steer 3,394 1,425 155.33 December 6 1,350-1,525
! ; : : ’ 1,2
Live FOB Heifer 2,235 1,313 154.91 Toppenish, WA %0 775-2,325
Dressed Del Steer 7,458 %81 246.95 December 2 180-230 160-216 140-208 130-209 120-180 40-79
Dressed Del Heifer 2,341 853 246.75 Orland, CA 4,531 198 188 184 185 75116
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK December 7 N/A 55-75
Live FOB Steer 12,454 1,412 155.232 Escalon, CA 80-100
Live FOB Heifer 6,416 1,292 155.11 December 5 205 140-150 150-180 145-160 70-75 =
Dressed Del Steer 78 992 24500 | |Famoso, CA 140-152 120-155 85-90 =
Dressed Del Heffer NA NA NA_f|Gorea 198 jozs | tsows | vorrs | izsam 0114 =
) i - - - - {1
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR November 29 257 180-200 170190 68-88
Live FOB Steer 10,315 1,488 140.05 Turlock, CA 150-185 145-180 142-161 78-110
Live FOB Heifer 3,259 1,319 140.00 November 29 10gy| 18750-245 175-240 176-226 152.50-212 | 147.50-188 141-172.50 120-163.50 56-79.75
Dressed Del Steer 1,540 976 220.01 Salina, UT ’ 150-205 140-187 135-171 130-163 125-157.50 110-148 65-89
Dr Del Heifer 127 2. 220.
essed Del Helfe 823 0.00 December 5 e 222227 190-255 183-260 165-244 165-203.75 | 160-20025 | 145-184.50 54.50-03
NATIONALWEEKLY/FEDIBEEFISLAUGHTERVOLUME DECEMBER 4 lowa 200 174-205 156-201 140-197.50 143-185 140-179 124-169.75 42107
Domestic moorted December 6 0305 241-255 21725650 | 191-222.75 | 181-195.50 180.50 169 58-67 900
Forward Coniract 93958 7’% Miles City, MT i 201-208 188-208 177.50-204 176 157-167.50 63-93 610-1,260
Formula 256,067 1108 December 7 1800 236-259 232-246 208-248 193-22350 | 185.50-201.50
Negotiated Cash 107727 244 Bassett, NE ! 214 198-217 194-209.50 | 165.50-184 146-168.50
Negotiated Grid 53 057 7986 December 3 2710 295 226-261 201-242.75 183214 178-204.25
Packer Owned 1707 0 Ericson, NE ' 210-238 198.50-221 | 181.50-212 | 172-181.50 | 170-17450 | 165-182.25 .
* No report available =
Total 446,71 0 7,356 Imperial, NE E
No report available =
SIAUGHTERIFORWARDICONTRACTS! [ 'FORWARD/BEEF/SALES Kearney, NE =
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,954 | [December 2 251 241 212-214 200-232.50 187-211 202.50-207.75 | 170.50-185 =
Dec. '22 116,404 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,248 | |Lexington, NE ’ 189-192.50 | 180-207.25 | 170-185.50 170-176.50 =
Jan. 23 125917 Formula sales 3,715 | [December 1 5160 302.50 222-291 241-272 187.50-240 182-213 179.50-191.50 | 170-175.50
Feb. '23 91,229 Forward contract sales 257 Ogallala, NE ' 209-213 186.50-204 | 175.50-206 | 164.50-184.50 165-172 160-175
Mar. '23 118,536 Domestic sales 6,111 December 1 3710 221-250 214-229 204.75-224 203.25-221 | 176.50-194.75
Apr.'23 121,725 NAFTA Exports 114 Valentine, NE g 230 201-226.50 [180.50-207.50| 171-202.50 170-193 137-179.50
December 2 2801 249 229.50-261 | 199.75-228 189-215 177 177.50-189
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTEED SLAUGHTER FIGURES :e"e'd':n — 198-200 188-227 | 174.50-206 171 175 175.50-180.50
0 report available
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price ekl | Torrington, WY
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs \ 136.77 \ N/A 205035 512.50-246 181217 16919050 | 156.50-175.50 52.91 11001350
Slaughter Hefers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 12001400 lbs | 13649 | +1.74 3f,,°,§2;";’z‘ 1305 0 le 168156 1619550 | 166188 | 14116950 7091 5251 035
Ontario Auctions December 5 11707 232-256 197-237 180.50-220 | 167-198.50 162-185 132-178 56-89
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 140.98 +2.42 Colorado ’ 196-225 171-210 160-196 158-174.50 | 155-170.35 118-159.25 70-104 710-1,525
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 139.88 +2.35 November 23 3,024 183-211 176-196 161-181 158-163
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 71.74 +0.26 | [Ladunta, CO ' 163-181 155-170 157-161 146-158
*Price comparison from one week ago. December 5 1003 220-231 201-220 197219 173-188 168-175 148-170.50 67-76
Loma, CO ' 203-219 192-197.50 180-192 161 157-161 144-159 84-92
= — December 7 250 185.50-253 187.50-263 171-227 163-218 149-186 | 161.50-184.10 54.78 1,775
Averageifeeder cattleprices|(CND) forweek ending|Eriday, November 25, 2022 Dodge City, KS 41 189-226 155-236 150-187.50 151-176.25 163-172.75 149.75-165 72-98 825-1,125
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario December 8 2500 219 161-224 178-204.50 185-213 176-185 150-179.25
501-600 Ibs 201.66 202.03 195.29 Pratt, KS ’ 161-196 190.50-205 | 169-191.50 164-172 156-165.50 | 155.50-163.50
601-700 Ibs 186.28 185.76 180.59 December 1 3584 214-240 205-230 19450221 | 162-199.50 172-186.50 171-188.60
701-800 Ibs 179.96 179.19 172.25 Salina, KS i 198-214 181-208 154-189 160-175 166-172 153.50-170
801-900 Ibs 172.67 171.60 171.30 December 7 atp| 228240 215-246 198-219 181-201 155-187 144,50-170 133-149 60-72 900-1,500
Heifers: Clovis, NM ’ 201-210 180-203 169-186.50 155-179 150-161 133.50-147.50 | 141.50-143 72.25-95 550-1,400
401-500 Ibs 177.00 177.44 156.90 December 7 10427 250 220-252 188-247.50 197-226 17820250 | 167-19350 | 156-186.50
501-600 Ibs 168.51 166.59 165.70 El Reno, OK ’ 227.50 190-215 177-210 169-189 161-178.50 164-168 141-165
601-700 Ibs 160.11 158.60 147.89 December 7 209-230 195-219 175-204 152-187 140-169 122-160 59-78 1,000-1,475
701-800 Ibs 153.43 154.47 155.45 McAlester,OK /% 177-196 165-181 150-176 139165 140-145 120122 88-103 1,000-1,275
December 7 1305 232247 215-261 201-244 180-227 175-220 170-195 153-179
USDA'MEXICO TO/U'S: WEEKLY/LIVESTOCK IMPORTS Oklahoma City, OK ™ 211-219 180-226 165-229 164-190 158-182 157-172 162-166.50
" December 2 185-246 175-260 181-230 159-202 150-180 136-160 50-75
Feeder cattle imports "(V:i?r‘g%’ta”d yearly ;?2:,,{235 Curent Previts Cuero, TX 23091 43p.040 153-256 157-224 146-194 139-188 126-148 80-100
Species December 1 235-254 190-232 184-208 161-186 150-180 160-180.50 69-82
P Week Week Yeartodate  Yeartodate || pathart, Tx 2945 196-215 160-183 169-188 | 14917050 | 15517050 130-163 73-90
1213122 11126122 December 1 o5 | 224240 226-242 206-230 186-192 174 68-78.50
Feeders 32,174 14,623 756,041 1,012,069 San Angelo, TX 194-209 190-213 171-182 161.50 148 73-99 825-1,235
December 1 190-217 171-202 168-177 172-180 150-159 65-70
USDA WEEKLY. IMPORTED! FEEDER| CATTLE Tulia, TX 210-220 165-185 171-174 149-168.50 171.50 70-94
Friday, December 2, 2022 December 2 15.240 210 184-225 175-205 156-192 145-185 125-168 120-165.75 55-81 725-1,700
Mexico to TX. & NM. Weekly Feeder Cattle Import Summary Alabama ’ 152-178 148-185 140-174 130-160 118-157 114-151 78-100 575-1,850
Receipts EST: 25,000 Week Ago Act: 11,607 Year Ago Act: 28,211 December 5 2236 186-194* : 170-1 96: 163-192* ) 159-1 86.5?’ 146-1 69.7?' 143-1 67: 112-171 25 56-84 1,300-1,675
Compared to last week, steer calves and yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. Trade moderate to Lexington, KY 143-157.50 12‘1'20512%10 12%6715%7254% 11:;12?3 11%%1122 1127%11%55 1;?)0;;3125 64-108.50 B50-1.250
active, demand moderate to good. The bulk of the supply consisted of steers and spayed heifers Decgmber 5 10,522 : bl - g g e
weighing 300-700 lbs. Joplin, MO 184-210 172-196 167-185 163-174 166-171.25 | 153-165.75
Feeder steers: Medium and large 182, 300-400 Ibs 203.00-213, few 215.00; 400-500 Ibs 183.00- | | December 5 opa1| 171207.50" | 167.50-212.50° [ 160-202° 138-185* | 120-183.756° | 122.50-174.50* |  117-170" 48-88 1,075-1,500
193.00, few 195.00; 500-600 Ibs 165.00-175.00; 600-700 Ibs 150.00-160.00, few 165.00. Medium | | Tennessee i 130-176* 127-180% 126-188.50* | 118-160* | 115-164.75" 120-143* 100-138 65-125 700-1,250
?gg Ioa(;ge 2&3, 300-400 Ibs 188.00-198.00; 400-500 Ibs 168.00-178.00; 500-600 Ibs 150.00- December 5 2601 170-190 145-200 114-188.50 138-171 125-173.50 117-157.50
Feeder heifers: Medium and large 182, 300-400 Ibs 173.00-183.00, few 185.00; 400-500 Ibs Virginia 121 100-164.50 105-159 116-153 115142 98.50-140 108-136
163.00-173.00, few 175.00; 500-600 Ibs 153.00-164.00, few 165.00; 600-700 Ibs 143.00-154.00,
few 155.00.
(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.) No report available
Lethbridge, Alberta

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can becomeras PREFERRED Wi partner!

At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your

customers...to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!




Oklahoma feeder cattle
auction prices jumped sharp-
ly the week after Thanksgiv-
ing. Calfprices, in particular,
were $10-15/cwt higher, and
all classes were $6-10 higher
after Thanksgiving. Several
factors contributed to the
strength in feeder prices.
Improving feeder futures
prices, a stronger fed cattle
market and limited supplies

of feeder cattle all combined
to push prices higher.
Oklahoma feeder auction
volumes have been smaller
five of the past six weeks
after being higher year over
year all summer and in early
fall. The volume of feeder
cattle in Oklahoma auctions
recently was down 19.4%
compared to the same week
last year. In the 16 weeks
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Feeder cattle markets jump into December

from July 1 through mid-
October, the cumulative ex-
tra feeder cattle volume over
last year totaled 71,397
head. Since mid-October,
feeder volumes have been
bringing the cumulative to-
tal since July 1 down to
52,808 head. In other words,
the cumulative total of in-
creased early sales of feeder
cattle still far exceeds the

Feeders find momentum higher

MARKETS

(from page 1)

* Formula net purchases:
$248.77.

¢ Forward contract net pur-
chases: $235.74.

¢ Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $245.82.

Slaughter through Thurs-
day totaled 508,000 head,
several thousand head more
than a week earlier. Slaugh-
ter for a week earlier totaled
663,000 head. Actual slaugh-
ter for the week ending Nowv.
26 was 589,008 head (46.5%
steers, 32.6% heifers).
Dressed steers were 842 1bs.

Boxed beef prices printed
lower, with the Choice cutout
down $6.29 to $247.28 and
the Select cutout down $4.45
to $220.55.

“Welcome to the world of
the volatile holiday rib! USDA
estimated boxed beef cutout
values are gyrating wildly
thanks mostly to the typical
swings of the holiday rib mar-
ket,” Fish said. “(Tuesday),
the rib primal closed at $479/
cwt. Today it printed at $544/
cwt!”

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle contracts

were modestly higher, with

the January contract up $2.40

to $183.47 and the March
contract up 75 cents to
$185.05.

The CME Feeder Cattle
Index lost 83 cents to close at
$179.23.

“Feeder cattle traders could
be feeling more confident as
recent boxed beef prices have
found some support, which
could incentivize buyers to
restock their pens as they
believe that packer demand
will remain,” ShayLe Stew-
art, DTN livestock analyst,
wrote in her Thursday mid-
day comments.

Corn futures dropped low-
er, with the December con-
tract down 18 cents to $6.32
and the March contract also
down 18 cents to $6.42.

Colorado: Winter Live-
stock in La Junta sold 7,060
head Tuesday. Compared to
the last auction, steer calves
under 600 1bs. sold $5-8 high-
er, and over 600 lbs. were
$2-3 higher. Heifer calves un-
der 550 lbs. sold mostly
steady, and over 550 Ibs. were
$3-5 higher. Yearling feeder
steers were steady, and year-
ling feeder heifers sold steady
to $1 higher. Benchmark
steers averaging 726 lbs. sold
between $175-184.50 and av-
eraged $181.31.

Missouri: Joplin Regional
Stockyards in Carthage sold

10,000 head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier, feeder
steers traded steady to $3
higher, with feeder heifers
trading steady. Benchmark
steers averaging 781 lbs. sold
between $180-182.25, averag-
ing $181.58.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma
National Stockyards in Okla-
homa City sold 14,000 head
on Monday. Compared to a
week earlier, feeder steers
and heifers traded unevenly
steady and were lightly test-
ed. Steer calves sold $4-7
higher, with instances of $12
higher. Heifer calves over 450
Ibs. sold unevenly steady, and
under 450 1bs. sold $15-20
higher. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 757 1bs. sold between
$173-186, averaging $178.77.

South Dakota: Sioux
Falls Regional Cattle Auction
in Worthing sold 3,724 head
Monday. Compared to the
previous auction, feeder
steers sold steady to $5 high-
er, with instances of $13 high-
er. Steers under 500 Ibs. sold
steady to $3 lower. Feeder
heifers sold $1-5 higher, with
instances of $12 higher. Heif-
ers 400-500 1bs. sold $1-5
lower. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 740 lbs. sold between
$185-196, averaging $187.56.
— Anna Miller, WLJ man-
aging editor

Lubbock Stockyards
closing after 54 years

After 54 years of serving
the area’s ranchers, Tony and
Judy Mann announced they
closed the doors of Lubbock
Stockyards in Lubbock, TX,
on Dec. 10.

The sale barn was started
in 1968 on 50 acres in south
Lubbock when Arthur Ham-
ilton built the blue sale barn.
Delton Caddell bought the
barn, and Mann worked for
him until 1983, when he and
his wife, Judy, purchased the
barn.

“I didn’t know anything
about running an auction, but
Ilearned pretty quick,” Mann
told local news outlet Every-
thing Lubbock. “T've been do-
ing it for 39 1/2 years. My wife
runs my office, and I run out-
side.”

The Manns’ kids and
grandkids worked at the sale
barn, and Mann told local
news outlet KCBD 11 that
now that the children had
grown, they had a decision to
either hire someone or sell the
business.

Mann said the decision to
sell was based on his and
Judy’s age, as well as the
number of dwindling cattle.
Every Tuesday, Lubbock
Stockyards held an auction
for cattle, sheep and goats,

with a horse auction once a
month.

“We've been doing it, and
we like what we’ve done,”
Mann said. “It’s had its ups
and downs. We started out
running a lot more cattle than
we do right now, but I'm fixing
to be 73 years old in Decem-
ber, and it’s kind of time to
slow down.”

HOOVES & HORNS

mail an'saw their prop

The Manns are grateful for
their customers and their role
in the livestock industry.

“It was kind of a sad deal
and a good deal for my family
because we've been doing it
for so long,” Mann said.
“Times are changing, and it’s
time to change with it.” —
Charles Wallace, WL.J edi-
tor

BY A.W. ERWIN
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reduction in the past six
weeks. Smaller volumes will
likely persist for the rest of
the year at least.

It appears that most win-
ter wheat is up, with stands
that vary from spotty to good.
The final USDA Crop Prog-
ress report of 2022 was is-
sued at the end of November
and showed that 95% of
Oklahoma wheat is up, equal
to the same week last year
and 1 percentage point high-
er than the five-year aver-
age. The condition of Okla-
homa wheat was rated at
12% very poor, 12% poor,
45% fair, 30% good and just
1% excellent. This shows
that the stands are rather
lackluster, and almost none
are grazable or will be graz-
able before the end of the
year.

Depending on moisture
and temperature conditions
through December, some

HOME OF
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wheat may grow enough for
turnout after Jan. 1. All in
all, wheat grazing will be
very limited, and most graz-
ing that does occur will be
used to supplement forage
supplies for animals on hand.

Cattle slaughter and beef
production are tightening in
the final weeks of the year.
Total weekly beef production
was down 1% in the most
recent weekly data. This is
the largest decline in weekly
beef production since the
first few weeks of the year.
The expectation is to begin
seeing consistent week-over-
week decreases in beef pro-
duction. The most recent
weekly data showed the con-
tinuing contrast in steer and
heifer slaughter.

Steer slaughter was down
6.4% compared to the same
week last year, while heifer
slaughter was up 4.6%. Com-
bined steer plus heifer

PelaALILALA

slaughter was down 2.1%,
contributing to the decrease
in weekly beef production.
Total steer plus heifer
slaughter is up 0.8% for the
year to date.

Beef production in 2022
has also been boosted by in-
creased cow slaughter. Beef
cow slaughter is up 12.1%
year over year for the year to
date. However, beef cow
slaughter has been up only
about 3% the past two weeks,
suggesting that herd liquida-
tion may be slowing down.
For the year to date, cull cow
and bull beef production has
been up 4.1% year over year.
Going forward into the new
year, heifer and cow slaugh-
ter should decline, thereby
allowing total slaughter and
beef production to decrease.
— Derrell S. Peel, Okla-
homa State University
Extension livestock mar-
keting specialist
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THURSDAY, DEC. 15, 2022

ABBOTT CATTLE CO. (600

-Ang, BWF, Red & Char X strs & hfrs, 375-525#

LARRY GARDNER (500) - Ang strs, 600-750#
LAWRENCE, RICK & ANTHONY LECHMAN (375) - Ang & few BWF strs & hfrs, 500-650#

LOREN & KIM SOPER (181) - SimAng strs & hfrs, 550-650#
HAYTHORN LAND & CATTLE (128) - Ang, BWF & few rd hfrs, 400-450#

KARL & VERONICA GRUEBER (125) - Char X, rd & blk strs & hfrs, 500-600#

DELWIN & DUSTY WILSON (125) - Ang hfrs, 550-650#

Cates to Tynamber

Monday, Dec. 12 - Special Stock Cow & 1st-Calf Heifer Sale

Jake Parnell ....
George Gooki
Rex Whittle
Mark Fische
Kris Gudel...
Steve Bianch
Jason Dailey

ed at www.ogallalalive.com™*

916-662-1298
209-482-1648
209-996-6994
209-768-6522

916-208-7258
707-484-3903
. 916-439-7761

510-685-4870
775-901-3332

Bowdy Griffen.

.530-906-5713

~AUCTION MARKET~
12495 Stockton Blvd., Galt, CA
. 209-745-1515
209-745-1582
w.clmgalt.com

Web Broadcast

w.Imaauctions.com

CALL TO CONSIGN TO THESE UPCOMING
WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES:

Jan. 5
Jan. 27

Scott Van Winkle
308-289-0249
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
GENERAL INFORMATION

ADVERTISING RATES

BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)

BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)

BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and
handling service.

BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each
insertion.

MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.

COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.

DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.

SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as

well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count
as two.

TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or
mailed.

CONDITIONS

EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MTZ, the week prior to
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.

Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy.
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency
commissionable.

1. Employment Wanted 20H .....Northeast Real Estate For Sale
2 s Help Wanted 20I.......... Foreign Real Estate For Sale
3. ..Situations Wanted 21 .................... Real Estate Wanted
4. Distributors Wanted 22 ... Real Estate Rent/Lease/Trade
L J Appraisers 23 .. ... Pasture Available
6. -.Auctions 24 . .. Pasture Wanted
7. Auctioneers o5 .Mineral Rights
8. Feedlots g ..Hay/Feed/Seed
9... ...Lost Cattle Irrigation
10 - Cattle for Sale g ....Ag/Industrial Supplies
L Cattle Wanted 29 Fencing/Corrals
L - A.l./Semen/Embryos Trmmmmm——— .

13 Brands 30.. ...Equipment For Sale
1 4 """" Dogsfor Sale 31 .... Equipment Wanted

...Building Materials

15.. ..Horses/Mules Trucks/Trail
16 e Bison/Buffalo T ruIc sl raiiers
17... heep/Goats/Hogs ractors/implements

35 .... Business Opportunity

18 s Livestock Supplies

19.. Ranch/Livestock Services 90 «w e Loans
20... .Real Estate Opportunities e INSURANCE
20A........... Pacific Real Estate For Sale Financial Assistance
20B..Intermountain Real Estate For Sale ... Tech/Books/Art/Etc.
20C.......Mountain Real Estate For Sale T Miscellaneous
20D.... Southwest Real Estate For Sale .. Lost/Found
20E............ Plains Real Estate For Sale . ...Personal
20F........ Midwest Real Estate For Sale s Schools

20G .... Southeast Real Estate For Sale ...Auctioneering Schools

1-800-850-2769 » Fax: 303-722-0155
Website: www.wlj.net ¢ Email: classified@wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS.
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL
BE PROMPTLY FORWARDED.

PLACE A CLASSIFIED

AD, SEE IT IN PRINT
& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlij.net

Call & schedule your classified

ad today!
800-850-2769

classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

CLASSIFIED INDEX

CLASSIFIED CORRAL

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

REPUTED NORTHWEST COW-
CALF RANCH seeks general man-
ager with livestock and business
skills. Great opportunity. Salary, ben-
efits and housing all first class. Re-
sume required - education and expe-
rience. Inquiries strictly confidential.
Send resume by email: Classified@
wlj.net (Subject line: WLJ Box #916)
or mail to: Western Livestock Journal,
ATTN: Box #916, 7355 E. Orchard
Rd. #300, Greenwood Village, CO
80111.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!
RANCH MANAGER NEEDED
NW Colorado mountain ranch is
seeking responsible, motivated
self-starter, experienced in most
phases of a cattle ranch operation:
fencing, irrigation, haying and
equipment maintenance. BE YOUR
OWN BOSS. Family housing pro-
vided. Send resume by email:
Classified@wlj.net (Subject line:
WLJ Box #914) or mail to: West-
ern Livestock Journal, ATTN:
Box #914, 7355 E. Orchard Rd.
#300, Greenwood Village, CO

80111.

GET TOP DOLLAR!!!
Hansen Agri-PLACEMENT
FEEDYARD MANAGER (NE)....

Hay ProbucTioN MANAGER (CO)
RANCH ASSISTANT (MT).ccovsunsssssssssins $55K+

Call Eric 308/382-7351

www.hansenagriplacement.com

Cattle
For Sale

REGISTERED ANGUS SEED-
STOCK: Noah’s Angus Ranch, Angus
cattle since 1955. Cambridge, 1D
208-257-3686, c:208-550-0531,
www.noahsangusranch.com.

REGISTERED TEXAS
LONGHORNS FOR SALE
Featured in September 2020
American Beef Producer maga-
zine. Gentle pairs, steers, heifers,
solid and colorful bulls. Forag-
ing, hardy, low-maintenance
cattle, traffic-stopping colors.
Cross breed with your herd for
easy calving, robust calves re-
sistant to disease. Fascinating,
fun to show, simple handling.
Westhaven Ranch Tel: 209-274-
9917, email: swestmoore@gmail.
com, website: www.westhaven

longhorns.com.

2 Bar Angus g
Hereford, Texas

806/344-7444

877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

J. G. Angus Ranch

ulls & Females
For Sale

hn Goldbeck, Owner

707/769-8651

5725 Chileno Valley Road « Petaluma, CA 94952

www.jgangusranch.com

Dogs
For Sale
BORDER COLLIE MCNAB CROSS

PUPS. Started working dogs. 530-
961-2543 or 530-961-2542.

CATAHOULA MCNAB PUPPIES
FOR SALE. Excellent for ranching,
hunting and security. 707-406-0250
or email izzypuppies22@gmail.com
for pictures/details. Ready December
10th in Humboldt County, CA.

REGISTERED BORDER
COLLIES

Blue merle females, red male, red
female, black female are available.
Siblings to sire have brought $45K and
$30K through Red Bluff sale. Both
parents are working dogs. Great in-
stinct and great family dogs. Find
Logan Ipsen on Facebook for ad-
ditional pics or email logan.ipsen@
gmail.com.
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POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Best prices with delivery available.
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Real Estate
Pacific

20A

KNIPE

LAND COMPANY
EST 1944

SOLD
Orofino, ID
953+ Acres - $4,284,000
Cascade, ID
202+ Acres - $3,500,000

NEW
Enterprise, Oregon
17,088+ total sf luxury ranch style
home on 235z acres with a creek,
200+ acres irrigated, 3 pivots, a
manager’s home, and gorgeous
mountain views. $15,479,000

Buying or Selling? Call today!
(208) 345-3163 * knipeland.com

STAY UP
TO DATE

facebook
It's all happening online

WILJNIBT o fax: 1-808-722-0155

Real Estate
Southwest

Real Estate

Southwest 20D 20D

Bob & Sandy Bahe
exp Accredited Land Consultants

Branch Office: 918-426-6006
Main Office: 888-560-3964 ext.137

REALTY

Bandy Creek Ranch
133 acres m/l Wilburton, OK

Broken Bow Home & 20 acres
20 acres m/l Broken Bow, OK

5 pastures for rotational grazing, Development potential, opportu-
Creek, 2 Ponds, 37 pair capacity, nity zone, Paved road frontage,
Cross-fenced, City subdivision Rural water, Natural gas, Beauti-
development potential, excellent  ful home, Shops, Barn, Pond.

hunting. $532,000.00

$965,000.00

To view all properties (Including Pictures, Aerials and Topo Maps) go to:

www.WorldClassRanches.com
Call Toll Free Today: 1-844-WCR-Land (s44-927-5263)

ALC
2=

Scott Land Company, LLC

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NV, OK & CO.

COLFAX CO., NM -491.55+ acres, 371 shares of Antelope Valley Irr. Dist. water. 2 center piv-
ot systems. 270+ ac. of pasture w/pens & corrals. Elk, deer & antelope are hunted in the area.

KINNEY CO., TX - 802+ ac. Brush country w/some live oaks. Good hunting!

PECOS CO., TX - 637+ ac. Big water, state classified minerals.

ance is dryland & native grass.

CASTRO CO., TX - 592+ ac. wiremodeled 4 bed / 4 2 bath home, 160 ac. under pivot. Bal-

PRICE REDUCED! CEDARVALE, NM - 7,113 acre ranch (5,152+ ac. deeded - 1,961+ ac.
state lease), well fenced & watered w/good pens, new bam.

www.scottlandcompany.com - 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker « Krystal M. Nelson - NM QB

WINTER PASTURE wanted in Cali-
fornia for yearlings. Large quantities.
541-823-2933.

Equipment
For Sale 30

SELL/BUY NEW HOLLAND BALE
WAGONS: H9870, BW38, 1089,
1069, 1037, 1033, self-propelled and
other pull-type models/parts/tires/
manuals. Finance, trade, deliver. 208-
880-2889. www.balewagon.com.

TANK COATINGS
ROOF COATINGS

Available for Metal,
Composition Shingles or Tar
Roofs. Long lasting and easy to
apply. We also manufacture
Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and
Mobile tanks.

Call for our
FREE
CATALOG. O

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

MAD AD
ONLY $2

MAD is a bold headline

centered & bold phone

number or contact. See
below example.

[o]'|A & 1

BAB is when all words
are bold & the entire ad is
boxed. See below
example.

INEXPENSIVE & EFFECTIVE AD UPGRADES

BAB AD

GET A MAD AD TODAY!
This Bold Header and text
will get more attention!
Call today! 800-850-2769

BAB ADS ARE GREAT!
Get this Boxed & Bold ad,
and generate a buzz today!
Call today! 800-850-2769

Add a black & white picture for $10!

SPOT COLOR GETS ATTENTION FOR ONLY $15

Add a color picture for just $35!
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Irrigation 27

Fair prices, good service,
rancher owned. Quantities up
to truckloads. Delivery available
throughout the West.

775-657-1815

GET THOROUGH
PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN?
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf
delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you
improve your business.
Learn more by working
with live animals under

expert supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.
Dept. WLJ « 641 W, Hwy 31 Gamett, KS 66032

785/448-3119

www.grahamschool

forcattlemen.com
Over 100 years of
continuous service

_ ne
-l 0rder

SUBSCRIBE TO
WLJ TODAY!

Call Moe
720-370-8275




Oklahoma State Univer-
sity’s (OSU) Rancher’s
Thursday Lunchtime Series
on Nov. 17 featured Mary
Drewnoski from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln,
who presented on feeding
baled crop residues to beef
cows as an alternative to

feeding normal hay crops. To
effectively feed cows through
the winter, producers should
understand the quality of the
forage they are feeding, how
it fits the cow’s nutrient re-
quirements and how it im-
pacts forage intake.

Crop residues like wheat

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Feeding baled crop residues while wintering beef cows

straw, cornstalks or soybean
residue are low-quality
roughages, with total digest-
ible nutrient (TDN) content
ranging from around 39% for
soybean residue to 45% for
wheat straw and cornstalks.
Protein levels are also very
low, at around 3-5%. Also, the

bottom end of the corn or
sorghum stalk is very low in
nutrient quality, so cows will
sort out most of this portion,
and intake will be very low.
Drewnoski stated that grain
sorghum residue is actually
higher in TDN content and
crude protein, with 52-55%

A..) SALE REPORTS

SITZ ANGUS FALL BULL
SALE

Dec. 1, Harrison, MT
460 2-year-old bulls. . .$7,236
295 Commercial bred
heifers............... 3,576
163 Commercial bred
COWS ..vvvnrnrnnnnnnn 2,938
Auctioneers: Roger Jacobs
& Joe Goggins

TOPS: Sitz Resilient 1299,
1/29/21 by Sitz Resilient 10208;
to Split Diamond Ranch, White-
hall, MT, $45,000. Sitz Threshold
9901, 2/18/21 by Musgrave 316
Exclusive; to Split Diamond
Ranch, Whitehall, MT, $42,500.
Sitz Domain 12371, 1/25/21 by
Sitz Logo 8148; to GENEX Beef,
Shawano, WI, $38,000. Sitz Stel-
lar 12251, 1/26/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Lunds B Bar Angus,
Wibaux, MT, $35,000. Sitz Stellar
12441, 1/23/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Harris Ranch, Killdeer,
ND, $19,000. Sitz Insignia
12031, 1/29/21 by Sitz Logo
8148; to Don Zimbleman, Ful-
lerton, ND, $19,000. Sitz Logo
11421, 2/4/21 by Sitz Logo 8148;
to Hamilton Angus, Baker City,
OR, $18,000. Sitz RLJ Stellar
10121, 2/17/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Kenny Lee, Judith Gap,
MT, $17,000. Sitz Accomplish-
ment 10801, 2/13/21 by Sitz
Accomplishment 720F; to Gary
Romey, Hot Springs, SD,
$17,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

KG ANGUS RANCH ANNUAL
PRODUCTION SALE
Dec. 2, Three Forks, MT
211 2-year-old bulls. . .$6,229

161 Commercial bred
heifers............... 2,350
Auctioneers: Joe Goggins &

Greg Goggins
TOPS: KG Justified 1020,
1/24/21 by KG Justified 3023; to
Fortune’s Rafter U Cross, Quinn,
SD, $16,000. KG Cowboy Kind
1040, 1/25/21 by HA Cowboy
Kind 8157; to Stevenon’s Dia-

mond Dot, Hobson, MT, $16,000.
KG Justified 1085, 1/31/21 by
KG Justified 3023; to Dry Fork
Ranch, Kaycee, WY, $16,000.
KG Powerball 1286, 2/18/21 by
Sitz Powerball 737E; to Schelske
Angus Ranch, Virgil, SD,
$16,000. KG Cowboy Kind 1002,
1/18/21 by HA Cowboy Kind
8157; to Dry Fork Ranch, Kay-
cee, WY, $15,000. KG Cowboy
Kind 1042, 1/26/21 by HA Cow-
boy Kind 8157; to Kindred
Ranch, Oral, SD, $15,000. —
DEVIN MURNIN

CURRANT CREEK ANGUS
BULL SALE
Dec. 3, Roundup, MT

64 Total bulls

Auctioneer: Joe Goggins

TOPS: CCAR Cowboy Up
J399, 4/1/21 by VAR Cowboy Up
8273; to Seven Hangin Seven
Ranch, Grass Range, MT,
$8,000. CCAR Cowboy Up
J373, 4/22/21 by HT Cowboy Up
8130; to Rein Anchor Ranch,
Melville, MT, $6,750. CCAR Pay-
weight J324, 4/20/21 by WCF
Payweight 5228; to Seven Han-
gin Seven Ranch, Grass Range,
MT, $6,250. CCAR Payweight
J552, 4/24/21 by WCF Pay-
weight 5228; to Rein Anchor
Ranch, Melville, MT, $6,000.
CCAR Payweight J552, 4/28/21
by WCF Payweight J556; to
Seven Hangin Seven Ranch,
Grass Range, MT, $6,000.
CCAR Yeti J557, 4/26/21 by
CAR Yeti 805; to Sarrazin Ranch,
Livingston, MT, $6,000. —
DEVIN MURNIN

JACOBSEN RANCH
ANNUAL PRODUCTION
SALE
Dec. 5, Great Falls, MT

71 Salers/Optimizer bull
calves .............. $4,768
8 Angus bull calves. . . .3,094
296 Commercial bred
heifers............... 1,855
Auctioneer: Ty Thompson

TOPS: JSR Ferrari 2210,
3/16/22 by JSR Mr Mercedes
723; to TB Salers, Dante, SD,
$8,500. JSR Cosmic 2211,
3/16/22 by ECR Electron 712E
of 48T; to Hamilton Ranch, Deck-
er, MT, $8,250. JSR Cosmic 247,
2/27/22 by ECR Electron 712E
of 48T; to Fox Grape Farm, Big
Piney, VA, $8,250. JSR Cosmic
2218, 3/17/22 by ECR Electron
712E of 48T, to Smith Ranch,
Lodge Grass, MT, $8,000. JSR
Cosmic 2244, 3/22/22 by ECR
Electron 712E of 48T; to Two Dot
Ranch, Leadore, ID, $8,000.
JSR Cosmic 2157, 3/9/22 by
ECR Electron 712E of 48T; to
Star X Ranch, Baker, MT, $8,000.
— DEVIN MURNIN

REVERSE ROCKING R
Dec. 3, Maxwell, NM

133 Sale total ........ $5,486
107 Total registered
bulls................. 5,462
26 Total registered
females.............. 5,586
4 Pregnancies ........ 6,137
16 Embryos ........... 606

TOPS—Bulls: RRR lllumi-
nati, 12/23/21 by HPCA Vercin-
getorix; to Stroud Farms, Pueblo,
CO, $44,000. RRR Girit, 11/10/21
by Poss Rawhide; to Amdahl
Angus, Piedmont, SD, $27,000.
RRR Hometown R0281, 3/19/21
by G A R Home Town; to Huwa
Cattle Co., Roggen, CO,
$17,000. RRR Hometown
R0261, 3/11/21 by G AR Home
Town; to Huwa Cattle Co., Rog-
gen, CO, $13,000. RRR Raw-
hide R7302, 12/20/21 by Poss
Rawhide; to McGill Ranch, Lara-
mie, WY, $13,000. RRR Raw-
hide R7272, 12/16/21 by Poss
Rawhide; to Daltons on the
Sycamore, Gretna, VA, $10,000.
RRR Up Stream R1811, 9/24/21
by PA Up Stream 001; to Adam
Zutavern, Dunning, NE, $10,000.
Open heifers: RRR Rudy Black-
cap R1652, 7/20/22 by Poss
Deadwood; to GMC Angus, Fra-

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service to our
advertisers. There is a minimum
advertising requirement to be eligible
to be listed in the Sale Calendar.
Contact your fieldman for more
information or to have your date
added to the Sale Calendar. We will
only run auction sale dates or private

treaty start dates.
ALL BREEDS

Dec. 12 — Northland, Female Sale,
Billings, MT

Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff, Bull
Sale, Red Bluff, CA

ANGUS

Dec. 14 — Mitchell Angus, Dispersion
Sale, Burwell, NE

Dec. 14— Shipwheel Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Chinook, MT

Dec. 16 —Bobcat Angus, Production
Sale, Great Falls, MT

Jan. 12, 2023 — National Western
Foundation, Female Sale, Denver,
CO

Jan. 19 — Thomas Angus Ranch,
Bull Sale, Cheyenne, WY

Jan. 24 — Huwa Cattle, Bull Sale,
Roggen, CO

Jan. 26 — Marcy Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Gordon, NE

Jan. 27 — McConnell Angus,
Production Sale, Dix, NE

Jan.27 —Ruggles Angus, Production
Sale, McCook, NE

Jan. 28 — Baldridge Performance
Angus, Bull Sale, North Platte, NE
Jan. 30 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

HEREFORD

Jan. 16,2023 — VVan Newkirk Herefords,
Production Sale, Oshkosh, NE

MAINE ANJOU

Jan. 14, 2023 — Western Elite,
Female Sale, Denver, CO

RED ANGUS

Dec. 12 — Cross Diamond Cattle
Co., Bull & Female Sale, Bertrand,
NE

Dec. 16 — 5L Red Angus, Bull Sale,
Sheridan, MT

SIMANGUS

Jan. 30,2023 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

SIMMENTAL

Jan. 15 — National Western, Bull &
Female Sale, Denver, CO

Jan. 30 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

STABILIZER

Dec. 15 — Leachman Cattle of
Colorado, Bull Sale, San Saba, TX
Jan. 12,2023 — Leachman Cattle of
Colorado, Bull Sale, Fort Collins, CO
HORSE

Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff,
Gelding Sale, Red Bluff, CA

Jan. 14, 2023 — Western Elite,
Female Sale, Denver, CO

Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff, Stock
Dog Sale, Red Bluff, CA

@YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock producers,
WLJ's Youth Opportunities calendar
lists internship and scholarship
information for agricultural- and
livestock-focused students, listed by
application deadline. If you have an
internship or scholarship to announce,
please email it to editorial @wij.net.)

Dec. 15—The Red Angus Association
of America (RAAA) is hiring two
interns for the summer of 2023. The
communications intern will assist the
RAAA communications team, while
the marketing intern will focus on
conducting audits for the Feeder Calf
Certification Program. For application
details, visit redangus.org/careers.

COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events information
to editorial @wij.net.)

Jan. 5-7, 2023 — The Oregon
Cattlemen’s Association is hosting its
annual convention at the Pendleton
Convention Center in Pendleton, OR.

To register, visit orcattle.com/annual-
convention-registration. Hotel
accommodations are at the Oxford
Suites or Best Western Pendleton Inn
and must be made by Dec. 14 to
receive the special rate.

ziers Bottom, WV, $16,000. RRR
Erica Dianna R7082, 12/22/21
by HPCA Vercingetorix; to Stroud
Farms, Pueblo, CO, $14,500.
RRR Erica Dianna R7102,
12/20/21 by HPCA Vercingetorix;
to Stroud Farms, Pueblo, CO,
$14,500. RRR Rudy Blackcap
R1572, 7/13/22 by Poss Dead-
wood; to Huwa Cattle Co., Rog-
gen, CO, $14,000. RRR Isabel
R2272, 9/20/22 by Poss Dead-
wood; to George Simpson, Ha-
zelton, BC, $13,500. Bred cow:
CAM Sure Fire A8004, 8/28/18
by G AR Sure Fire, bred to Poss
Deadwood to calve 2/2/23; to
Scott Croftcheck, Grindstone,
PA, $10,000. — JIM GIES

BUYING

SELLING

TRADING
OFFERING

THE BLILL PEN

Your BULL PEN ad will also be
added to the Classified Corral on-
line, where we get 7,500 viewers a
month. 3 weeks, $95 per insertion

* 6 weeks, $85 per insertion ¢

12 weeks, $75 per insertion for a
3.2"x 2" boxed ad. Call 800-850-
2769, email to advertising@wlj.net
or fax your copy to 303-722-0155.
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TDN content and 5-7% crude
protein.

Grain sorghum residue
can meet the requirements
of' a cow in late gestation, the
stage most of our spring-
calving cows are in from now
through mid-February, while
other residues from corn,
wheat or soybean harvests
will need significant supple-
mentation for these cows.

Hay baled from a failed
soybean crop is much higher
in quality than residues
baled after harvest. Soybean
hay often reaches 55% TDN
content and 14-20% crude
protein. It is key to capture
the soybean leafbecause that
is where the best nutrient
contentis, and the stems are
low in energy. Also, the pod
adds a lot of protein and en-
ergy as it fills because of the
high protein and oil content
of the soybean seeds. It is
very hard to dry down soy-
bean hay because of the
stems and pods, so Drewnos-
ki warns of the potential of
mold forming in the bales.

Drewnoski gave some final
comments:

¢ The residue bales should
be sampled for analysis to
determine the feeding value.
Atleast 15 to 20 bales should
be sampled from each field.

e Be aware of nitrate is-
sues in these residues and
test to ensure levels are be-
low toxic thresholds.

* Feeding waste will be an
issue.

¢ Feeding processed hay
and residue on the ground
can result in losses of up to
40%, so feeding in a bunk is
advisable.

* Open-bottom round bale
feeders can have up to 30%
waste; sheeted-bottom feed-
ers can reduce this to 20%.
Cone feeders reduce the
waste to less than 10%.

This webinar and other
archived webinars from this
series can be found on the
OSU Beef Extension website
at extension.okstate.edu. —
Paul Beck, OSU Exten-
sion beef nutrition spe-
cialist
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—AMERICAN NATIONAL IS WITH YOU ON THE RIDE HOME —

With a vast array of insurance products available, American National can help make sure you're
covered on that ride. Whether you own a cattle ranch or dairy farm, specialize in horses or sheep or
grow cash crops, the one-size-fits-all insurance policy isn’t the right way to protect your business.

Agribusiness operations are unique-we get it. Our agribusiness coverages can give you the AMERICAN
flexibility to completely customize your business insurance in a way that will suit your needs best, NATIONAL“
leaving you free to move on down the road with no worries. And, even better, as multi-line agents,

our coverage options extend beyond farm and ranch to personal and family insurance needs, too. INSURANCE

We are with you all the way.

For more information, and to connect with a local American National
agent near you visit an.insure/wlj or call 800-899-6519.

Products and services may not be available in all states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National Insurance Company, Galveston, Texas. Property and casualty products and services may be
underwritten by American National Property And Casualty Company or American National General Insurance Company, both of Springfield, Missouri.
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INSIDE WLJ

PROP 12 DELAYED — A California
judge has delayed the enforcement of
Proposition 12 until July 2023 in an-
ticipation of a Supreme Court ruling
on the matter in the spring. Page 4

HOS EXEMPTIONS DENIED — The
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration recently denied an application
for an exemption to the hours-of-ser-
vice rules for livestock haulers. Page 7

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

The holidays always play an important
role in the livestock market, as this WLJ
columnist described in his December
1928 column: “A holiday is just a
holiday for the average salaried worker.
However, every holiday is costly to the
livestock and meat industry, for in
these days of automobiles and enter-
tainment a holiday means that the
average American housewife takes a
day off right along with the rest of the
folks. Take the Thanksgiving Day
holiday period, which we have just
experienced. Poultry is the most fa-
vored portion of the big holiday dinner.
After the choicest morsels are de-
voured in the feast, there are the less
desirable parts on the following day
and soup or hash on Saturday. This
means there are three days when there
is little or no beef, pork or lamb con-
sumed. For the livestock producer it
means that he loses three days’ buying
power from the meat packer. It be-
hooves the livestock interests to ‘watch
their step’ in preventing markets from
being oversupplied during these holi-
day periods.”

INDEX
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Classifieds ....
Sale Reports

USDA finalizes Cattle Contracts Library

— Goes into effect
Jan. 6

USDA has finalized its rule to
create a Cattle Contracts Library
Pilot Program. Under the new
rule, packers that slaughtered an
average of 5% or more of the na-

Bundy desert cattle the
subject of potential suit

— Protecting the
Mojave desert tortoise

Western Watersheds Project
(WWP) has announced its intent
to sue the feds for not protecting
the Mojave desert tortoise in
southern Nevada, claiming Cliv-
en Bundy’s cattle are partly to
blame for the tortoise’s dimin-
ished habitat, along with solar
panel development.

The WWP issued an intent to
sue on Dec. 1, giving several
federal agencies 60 days to re-
spond before the group will
launch a formal lawsuit. The
environmental group claims the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Department of the Interior, Bu-
reau of Land Management
(BLM), National Park Service
and Desert Conservation Pro-
gram failed to comply with and
implement the terms of the bio-
logical opinion, violating the En-
dangered Species Act (ESA).

In the notice, the group alleges
the government agencies failed
to follow the Clark County Mul-
tiple Species Habitat Conserva-
tion Plan and its corresponding
incidental take permit and im-
plementing agreement. The no-
tice requires the agencies to re-
initiate consultation on the plan
to consider new information
about impacts to the desert tor-
toise, especially “rampant solar
development on federal lands
and the species’ dramatically
declining population.”

The group noted the plan al-
lows for the development of pri-
vate lands in Clark County but
requires the county to implement
conservation measures for the
desert tortoise, which includes
buying out grazing privileges on
federal lands.

“Although the County secured
the allotment privileges and
(BLM) closed the allotments ad-
ministratively, BLM has allowed

See BUNDY on page 6

g Time Sensitive
g Priority Handling

tional number of fed cattle slaugh-
tered in the last five years will be
required to submit contractual
information for the purchase of
cattle.

The library will include informa-
tion about differents types of con-
tracts and contract terms, includ-

ing:
* Contract terms on any sched-
ules of premiums or discounts.
* Delivery and transportation.
® Terms and payments.
* Financing.
¢ Risk-sharing or profit-sharing.
* The number of head pur-

Preston Keres/lUSDA
USDA has finalized its rule for the creation of the Cattle Contracts Library Pilot Program, which requires packers
to report cattle contract information to the Agricultural Marketing Service. Pictured here, cattle in Canyon, TX.

chased.

¢ Other financial arrangements.

Funding was allocated under
the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2022 for USDA’s Agricul-
tural Marketing Service (AMS) to
create a pilot program to increase
market transparency for cattle
producers. AMS has been gather-
ing stakeholder feedback since
April for the program and created
a working model with inactive
contracts for testing purposes.

Packer
requirements

Under the pilot program, pack-
ers will be required to report to
AMS with contract information for
the purchase of cattle and the
number of actual and estimated
cattle purchased under active con-
tracts within certain time frames.
AMS will only collect contract
terms without any personally
identifiable information for confi-
dentiality purposes.

According to the rule, “Based on
feedback from industry stakehold-
ers, including those who volun-
tarily submitted contract informa-
tion, AMS determined the Pilot
needed to be mandatory;

See LIBRARY on page 7

Judge lets parts of case stand
on former Hammond allotments

— Government moved
to dismiss

A federal magistrate judge let
stand portions of alawsuit brought
by environmental groups over the
allotments in the Steens Moun-
tain of Oregon, once used by the
Hammond family.

Judge Andrew Hallman for the
U.S. District Court for the District
of Oregon found the government’s
motion to dismiss the suit as moot
should be granted on certain
claims by environmental groups,
but the majority of the groups’
claims should stand.

Western Watersheds Project
and three other environmental
groups brought suit against the
secretary of the Department of the
Interior and the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), challenging
the issuance of a grazing permit
to Hammond Ranches Inc. by
then-Interior Secretary David
Bernhardt.

The groups argued the govern-

ment violated several provisions
of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act, the National
Environmental Policy Act (NE-
PA), the Administrative Proce-
dure Act and the Steens Mountain
Cooperative Management and
Protection Act.

The groups state the Ham-
monds overgrazed the allotments
during two periods, and they vio-
lated the 2019 grazing permit by
placing “six times the head of
cattle allowed on the Hammond
Allotment 10 days before the per-
mit began.”

The grazing permit was subse-
quently withdrawn, and in 2020,
BLM announced livestock opera-
tors could apply for the grazing
allotments. BLM also announced
it was beginning the NEPA pro-
cess and issued a draft allotment
plan and environmental assess-
ment (EA). According to court
documents, BLM allowed eight
days for public comments on the
draft documents, “an uncommon-

ly short public comment period,”
and BLM later ended the protest
period before the required 15
days.

“BLM purported to resolve 160
separate protests in a single busi-
ness day, and then-Secretary Ber-
nhardt issued a final decision to
grant grazing privileges to the
Ranch on January 19, 2021, the
documents state.”

The groups filed suit on Feb. 25,
2021, and claimed the govern-
ment’s 2021 grazing decision:

1. Improperly assumed jurisdic-
tion before the decision became a
“case” and shortened the protest
period before issuing a final graz-
ing decision.

2. Awarded the permit to an
unqualified applicant under the
Land Policy Act because Ham-
mond Ranches Inc. had a history
of violations, and other applicants
did not.

3. Based the final decision on a

See SUIT on page 5

$1.50 to $153.92.

averaged $248.58.

prices this week except in a few instances of weak sellers
releasing limited amounts of cattle $2 lower,” the Cattle
Report wrote. “Lower bids only fetched limited sales in
both the north and south, forcing packers to raise bids to
complete the week’s purchases.”

Cash trade for the week ending Dec. 4 totaled 77,500 |,
head. Live steers averaged $156.39, and dressed steers | s

“Packers have three weeks to take money off cash (in- | |/~
cluding this week), which averaged $156.42 last week, | "
before cash will bottom and rally into the first of the year,”
Cassie Fish, market analyst for The Beef, wrote on Wednes-

“Smaller show lists, reduced and sometimes negative processing
margins, and fewer cows will be the characteristics of the coming
weeks as winter demand slows but supplies of live cattle shrink,” the
Cattle Report wrote. But we’re not there quite yet.

Live cattle futures were lower over the week, with the December
contract down 63 cents to $152.42 and the February contract down

Cash trade through Thursday was about 30,000 head. Live steers
sold from $153-158.50, and dressed steers sold from $246-247.
“It is appearing unlikely packers will be able to break

Boxed beef fluctuates ahead of the holiday

day. “Packers will need to resupply their inventory for post-holiday
slaughter schedules and cash may not be worse than steady even the

week prior to Christmas.”

The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week
of Nov. 28 to Dec. 5 was the following on a live basis:

* Negotiated purchases: $156.47.

* Formula net purchases: $156.94.
* Forward contract net purchases: $157.02.
* Negotiated grid net purchases: $154.46.

On a dressed basis:

$360

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

$340
$320

$300

$240

e 2022

$160

5 AREA WEEKLY WTD
AVERAGE STEER PRICE

* Negotiated purchases:
$248.05.

$155
$150
$145
$140
$135
$130
$125 .
5120 feam=mmmse KA
$115
$110
5105

See MIARKETS on page 9

LIVE STEERS DRESSED STEERS CME FEEDER
$155.33 $246.95 $179.23

WEEK ENDING: 12-8-22
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Markets get ready to advance

attle markets were

struggling to hold on

to fed cattle gains;
the prevailing price was $157/
cwt the first few days of De-
cember, and this last week, it
looks like $155/cwt. It’s hard
to figure out if feeders are
making any money on their
cattle trades. The cost of gain
is hovering around $1.50 a pound, and corn is still
hanging in the $6.50/bushel trade zone, and it
doesn’t look like lower feed costs will happen any-
time soon. Last time I looked, ethanol producers
were using about the same amount of corn as the
feed industry. There goes that green economy
thing.

In early December, boxed beef prices hit the low-
est point of the year at $252. Packers have been
processing around 660,000 head per week for quite
some time. The rib buying season is almost over
since Christmas is about two weeks away; chucks
and rounds have been dragging the cutout down.
Winter months are generally a slower time for beef
sales, but large processing speeds are driving the
cutout lower, and they have already put packers in
the red—they are losing money right now. Perhaps
this is a more predictable long-term trend than we
remember.

Retailers are holding on to big margins at this
point, and the spread between wholesale and retail
beef should be remarkably wide. I'm sure those
Christmas prime ribs will cost a pretty penny.

I took a look at the difference between grading
and the price of various ribs. The comprehensive
cutout value for Prime beef was recently $317, and
the Prime wholesale rib price was $765. The
Choice cutout was at $253, while the rib was at
$496. The Select cutout was $226, and the Select
rib was $378. There is a lot of price difference be-
tween grades of beef—nearly $60 between Prime
and Choice and $90 between Prime and Select.
This is supply and demand at its best. The latest
grading report showed that on a weekly slaughter
basis, the industry is producing 8.8% Prime, 73.3%
Choice, 15% Select and 3% utility beef.

Even though the market has been moving high-
er, it’s pretty much the holiday rib run creating the
momentum. We’re not quite there—the heavy
front-end supplies of fed cattle are getting smaller,
but we have had large beef production to keep beef
values in check.

The folks at HedgersEdge.com said, “Just as the
darkest days of winter will soon pass and more
hours of daylight will occur, so too the period of re-
cord high front-end fed cattle supplies is disap-
pearing in the rearview mirror. Front-end fed cat-
tle supplies (150+ days on feed) are in the early
stages of trending below the previous year. By
April, this supply will also dive below the previous
five-year average. These trends should prevail
through 2024, provided estimated marketing lev-
els are met.”

Over the past three years, we've seen the na-
tion’s cow herd decline. Beef cow slaughter levels
have been 12-13% higher than the prior year for
the past three years. The next Cattle Inventory re-
port is due out Jan. 31, 2023, and will show the
cow herd down 4 million head since this drought
started three years ago. The replacement heifer
situation generally adds 4.5 million head to the
beef cow herd, and it is estimated that 1.5 million
heifers didn’t make it into the breeding herd, so we
should have a net loss of 1 million head of beef
cows. Fed heifer slaughter is up 5% from a year
ago too.

The packing industry has produced 28.3 billion
Ibs. of beef during 2022—a record—and it is due to
cull cow slaughter from drought. It has been esti-
mated that the January inventory report will be
somewhere around 29 million head—not quite as
low as 2014, but getting close. In 2013, the cow
herd was liquidated to a 60-year low, and 2022 will
represent the largest slaughter since 1984.

So, the market had a nice move due to Christ-
mas demand. There are still plenty of front-end
supplies of fed cattle, but not many. The cow herd
has liquidated to the point that we should start to
see prices advance to 2014 levels. Packing plant
capacity won’t be much of an industry issue until
the next cattle cycle starts building. Meanwhile,
pray for more rain at the right time. We under-
stand friends in California are getting some. —
PETE CROW

CROW

DITTMER’S TAKE

CAPACITIES, GOVERNMENT
AND FARMWORKERS

In my last column, I discussed several
packing plants under construction, re-
modeling or in planning. Since then, the
economic principle that always rules over the beef chain—sup-
ply and demand—made a major change. Fed cattle supplies
are tight, boxed beef prices have dropped significantly, fed
cattle prices are up and packers are losing money for the first
time in years.

There is all that new capacity in the works, and right now,
the existing capacity is fighting over the available cattle sup-
ply. That is great for cattlemen for now, and it will last for
days or weeks, depending on a lot of variables. But many
people have pondered about new capacity coming on in a year
or two, when cattle numbers are sure to be lower. Continued
drought could make the supplies lower yet.

But we have one thing going for us. The industry is making
these decisions; private industry is deciding to add capacity,
not the government. I note that because you and I as taxpay-
ers are going to be on the hook for the hundreds of millions of
dollars Congress pledged this year in the Creating Helpful
Incentives to Produce Semiconductors and Science Act of 2022
to help companies build more chip fabrication plants. The
economy and chip demand surged after the pandemic; there
weren’t enough chips to build cars and electronics, and panic
set in.

But wait. As usual, when the government goes where it
doesn’t belong, the system gets messed up. Now, the economy
has slowed down, a recession is either here or coming soon
and chip makers are slowing production lines and moaning
about too many chips and too much capacity. We suspect some
of them will ponder canceling new plants and losing govern-
ment money or going ahead to get government money and
adding to the industry’s overcapacity for a number of years.

Speaking of that repulsive mix of congressional ineptitude
and crafty politicians, the government is scheduled to run out
of budget just about now. Just as the Inflation Reduction Act
included things few people knew about, like a major attack
on private-sector health insurance alongside Medicare, Con-
gress is again contemplating a monster omnibus spending
bill that will have nasty surprises in it. Congress is supposed
to approve 12 different spending bills out of committee during
the year after hearings and debates. Like irresponsible college
students, they end up cramming everything into one monstros-
ity—thousands of pages—at the last minute. But politicians

hide all kinds of nasty things in the monster bills, and, as
famously explained by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, they
have to pass the bill to find out what’s in it.

This year, with little time left on the congressional calendar
and the Democrats about to lose their House majority, rather
than pass another short-term continuing resolution to deal
with the Dec. 16 deadline, the Democrats want to extend the
current bloated spending levels through the end of the fiscal
year, Sept. 30, 2023. In addition, the parties have been fight-
ing over irrelevant measures to attach or not attach to the
defense appropriations bill.

There is another issue the Democrats would like to push
through before their majority disappears. Agriculture has
been pleading with the government for years to help them get
farmworkers and eliminate government obstacles. Agriculture
knows well the fallacy of the saying “There is no work Amer-
icans won't do.”

Farmworker visas are a complex issue. Democrats want to
give amnesty to an estimated 1 million farmworkers here il-
legally. Republicans want farmworkers with skills and work
ethic, but they want the opportunity for citizenship to be
earned over time, not just handed to illegals.

However, Republicans don’t want any immigration legisla-
tion until the Democrats stem the tide of invading illegals.
The Democrats also want provisions for migrant workers to
more easily sue their employers.

To complicate matters further, even Republicans who oppose
granting amnesty lean toward allowing a farmworker exemp-
tion.

The current law has no seasonal farmworker H-2A cap, but
they can only be in the U.S. for 10 months, a problem for
employers needing year-round help. The 2021 bill the House
passed would create 20,000 three-year slots for year-round
farmworkers.

That bill has a complicated system that illegal farmworkers
could go through to attain citizenship. One route could allow
illegals to work on a “certified agricultural worker” visa for
five and a half years, with the possibility of indefinite renew-
als. Through another route, after working for 14 years, they
could apply for a green card.

ime may run out in this Congress.

Also, a California court has extended the enforcement delay
of the state’s Proposition 12 pork production law. — Steve
Dittmer, WLJ columnist

XOBITUARIES

man in high school, and the romance
began as he stole the first kiss on the
ride home from the Washington Coun-
ty Fair. They would continue to have
an affection for each other, and they
ultimately married on Sept. 12, 1953.

He spent his first 18 years of mar-
riage on the Bonner place in Midvale,
where his ranch and family life started.
In 1969, he and Irene bought the
Anderson place on North Crane
Creek, and in 1971, they moved the
family to what is now known as the
Branch Keyhole Ranch. Weldon as-
sembled multiple ranches in Wash-
ington and Adams counties, state

Weldon Earl Branch;
1932-2022

children; six great-grandchildren; and
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins
and countless friends.

became stepdad to Bill, Chad and
Kim. He and Jan later divorced.

One of the highlights in Pete’s life
every year was the Elko County Fair.
He enjoyed going there to visit, having
a few adult beverages and dancing
the night away. He was a member of
the fair board for a few years and was
in charge of the stock horse portion.

On Dec. 7, 1994, Pete was finally
granted a date with the love of his life,
Karen Marvel. Pete had asked Karen
out several times and was turned
down, but Pete was always very per-
sistent! Karen finally said yes, and
from that time on, “Petey” and Karen
were a team! The ranch took most of
his time, but we always knew that

Weldon Branch went to be with the
Lord on Nov. 30. He passed away
peacefully at his Midvale, ID, ranch
with family and friends by his side at
the age of 90. He lived a full life, and
he was loved greatly by his family and
friends. Weldon was a faithful hus-
band, great dad, unbelievable grand-
pa and great-grandpa and a success-
ful rancher.

He was born March 24, 1932, in
Weiser, ID, to William Milton Branch
and Ellen Hilma (West) Branch. Wel-
don grew up on the family ranch 13
miles east of Midvale, where his par-
ents were second-generation ranch-
ers. He attended Sweet Home School,
a one-room schoolhouse on Crane
Creek, and he later graduated from
Midvale High School in 1949. Weldon
went on to attend the University of
Idaho, where he played cornerback
on the 1950 Vandals football team.

Weldon joined the U.S. Air Force
in 1951, and he was stationed at
Fairchild Air Force Base in Spokane,
WA, where he served as a senior
athletic specialist. Among other things,
his job was to improve the physical
condition of pilots on the base, as well
as train the military police in judo. He
was a brown belt and performed ex-
hibitions on base.

leases, Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) leases and U.S. Forest Service
permits to create their ranch. Weldon
and Irene were married and success-
fully ran the Branch Keyhole Ranch
for 70 years.

Weldon served briefly in the Idaho
Legislature, served on the Boise Dis-
trict BLM Grazing Advisory Board,
was president of the Payette U.S.
Forest Service Grazing Advisory
Committee, chaired the Public Lands
Committee for the Idaho Cattle As-
sociation and was active in the Idaho
Republican Party, where he served as
a committeeman and delegate at the
county and state levels. He also
served as president of the Indian
Mountain Cattle and Horse Allotment
for many years. He also served onthe
school board for the Midvale School
District and even found time to man-
age his sons' little league teams.

Weldon was preceded in death by
his wife, Irene Branch; parents, Milton
and Ellen Branch; and sister, Shirley
Wallace. He is survived by his twin
sisters, Lois (Vernon) Sutton of New
Plymouth, ID, and Doris (Tom) Wake-
field of Fruitland, ID; children, Ric
Branch of Kuna, ID, Kathy Branch of
Coeur d’Alene, ID, Kerry (Rob) Lun-
dell of Everett, WA, and Ron (Christy)
Branch of Redmond, WA; nine grand-

Peter Douglas Bottari;
1952-2022

Peter Douglas Bottari was born to
Duilio and EllaMay Bottari of Lamoille,
NV, on May 31, 1952. He was a busy
little boy who was always hammering
on something. At4 years old, Pete was
already helping his dad drive the feed
truck, and he didn’t stop working on
the ranch until cancer stole his ability
to do so, just shortly before his death
on Oct. 27.

Pete attended grade school at the
Lamoille Schoolhouse until 1961,
when the school was closed. They
were then bused to Elko, NV, to attend
school. Pete was very active in FFA,
where he held chapter and state of-
fices. Pete graduated from Elko High
School in 1970.

In 1971, Uncle Sam had a thing
called “the draft.” Pete’s number was
18, so he was drafted into the U.S.
Army, where he spent two years serv-
ing our country before being released
to come home to the ranch and his
family that really needed him.

Pete decided to attend farrier
school to learn the trade and was very
good at his job. He worked the ranch
with his dad and shoed horses on the
side.

Pete married Jan Alexander and

Karen wasn't far from his thoughts.

Pete put his heart, his soul and his
time into becoming a good stockman,
horseman and rancher. He was up at
dawn every day and didn’t get done
until well after dark. Karen often called
Pete “Rip Van Winkle” because if he
sat down in a comfortable chair, he
was fast asleep!

Pete is preceded in death by his
dad, Duilio Bottari; his sister, Peggy
Bottari Roberts; all of his grandpar-
ents; all of his aunts and uncles; his
niece, Allison Bottari; his mother-in-
law, Lorraine Urriola; and Karen’s aunt,
Theresa Paoletti.

Pete is survived by the love of his
life, Karen Marvel; her children, Mandi
(Darin) and Dusty (Allison); his mom,
EllaMay Bottari; his brothers, Paul
(Lori), Perry (Kim) and Bart (Jennifer);
his sister, Pam (Tom); his nephews,
Josh (Tory), Jay (Callie), Jacob (Alex),
Brenden and Grysen; and his nieces,
Amber (Dave), Abigail (Rob), Sarah,
Brooke, Brittany (lan), Megan (Marc)
and Makenna (Kaleb). He is also
survived by his stepchildren, Bill (Kim),
Chad (Elizabeth) and Kim; stepgrand-
children, Aviana, Bridger, Race, Hunt-
er, Cody, Jessie and Amos; and many
honorary family members, as well as
many cousins and great friends.
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Do You or You and Your Neighbor Have 300+ Acres of
Clean Farm or Pasture Land? Lease Us Your Land!

300 acres or more relatively level, clean farm or pastureland with a large
transmission line crossing?

Lease Your Land for Solar Power Production

Extraordinary income to the right property owner(s)

If your property qualifies or your property along with neighbors qualify
you may potentially receive long term income. (20 — 40-year lease)
$800 - $1500 Per acre Per year with incremental increases

Do You Have Power Lines Like This
On Or Adjacent To Your Land?

« Can Not be Subtranssmision Lines

A Pa|
I VATA AV AVAV .
1 o/ 1 \«] 1

f « Must be Transmission Power Lines
« Must be 115 Kv to 345 Kv

Please Note the Four Essential Requirements Below

Transmission 300 or more No timberland State or county
lines crossing or acres (must or clear cuts maintained
within 200 yards be in recent road bordering

cultivation or in the property
of property

pasture or clear
open range)

CALL (828)-817-5400 or (828)-817-9101
Email Us at: InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com
Visit our website at innovativesolarsystemsllc.com to view recent projects
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THE
VIEWPOINT

with Ryan Rhoades

This exclusive column found only in
WLJ features unique perspectives
from some of the nation’s top
producers, marketers, animal health
experts, economists and more.

Ryan Rhoades’ first job
out of graduate school was
with the King Ranch Insti-
tute for Ranch Manage-
ment. After serving on the
faculty at the institute for
seven years, he took a posi-
tion as an Extension beef
specialist at Colorado State
University (CSU), and he
has been working primar-
ily in producer outreach for
Colorado for the last six
years.

Ryan told WL when he
started his position at
CSU, he sent out a compre-
hensive needs assessment
to 2,500 beef producers in
the state, and the No. 1
response was that produc-
ers needed help with busi-
ness management.

“It was clear that the fi-
nancials were the No. 1
barrier to success for folks,
meaning cash flows, cost of
production, debt and all
those things that go with
it,” Ryan said.

The second most com-
mon response was that
while ranchers routinely
collected information in
their red book, they did not
know their break-even
price within 10 cents a
pound.

Ryan saw that ranchers
needed help turning data
into information that could
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assist with making sound
business decisions.
Through the needs assess-
ment and what his re-
search showed, he devel-
oped the Total Ranch Anal-
ysis for Colorado (TRAC)
benchmark program.

Ryan said the develop-
ment of TRAC was based
on the work of Stan Bevers
and his development of key
performance indicators
(KPIs). The National Cat-
tlemen’s Beef Association
and others developed the
Beef Cow-Calf Standard-
ized Performance Analysis
(SPA), and Bevers took
that information and inte-
grated business and pro-
duction numbers to devel-
op the KPIs.

According to Bever’s
website, KPIs provide a
rancher with an analysis of
the operation to standard-
ize how beef cow-calf op-
erations are evaluated
from both a production and
financial standpoint.

Ryan said many of the
KPIs used in TRAC are
based on the work that Bev-
ers developed, and the indi-
cators in TRAC are growing
and evolving over time.

There are over 20 bench-
mark KPIs in TRAC based
on production metrics, fi-
nancial metrics, cost of pro-
duction metrics and cost
centers.

One of TRAC’s reports,
the “TRAC 2022 Priority
Report,” surveys partici-
pating ranches to detail
production and financial
benchmarks for cow-calf
operations in Colorado.
The 2022 report’s bench-
marks are based on over 30
ranches annually over a
three-year period. Ryan
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said he sat down with each
ranch individually to listen
to their unique successes
and challenges and collect
an array of production and
financial data. The data is
analyzed to determine
critical metrics, and a cus-
tomized report with bench-
marks is given to the
ranch. This gives the pro-
ducers the ability to com-
pare their numbers inter-
nally and externally year
after year and evaluate
trends.

Ryan continued that
ranchers who want to com-
pare themselves to the
benchmarks in the report
could do so with the use

Ryan Rhoades

of SPA documents to calcu-
late similar metrics for
their ranch. However, Ry-
an noted that even within
Colorado, certain costs can
vary from the Western
Slope to the Front Range
and other parts of the state,
but it gives ranchers a good
place to start.

Ryan said a major profit-
ability trend he sees from
the subset of the 30-plus
ranches is the need to ap-
propriately match stocking
rate with carrying capaci-
ty. Ryan noted that ranch-
ers have reduced their

herds due to
drought and are
reluctant tore-
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purchase cattle when
things are better. However,
Ryan said, “The folks that
come back to or match
their stocking rate closer
to their carrying capacity
are way more profitable.”
Ryan said this is due to the
high fixed-cost structures
on ranches and the need to
spread those costs over
more units to reduce the
cost per cow.

“We're talking about de-
veloping the right enter-
prise mix, whether that’s
getting rid of some cows
and adding in stockers so
you can adjust inventory
with a little more flexibili-
ty, but just being stocked
appropriately when the
time is right is really im-
portant,” Ryan said.

Another driver of profit-
ability is the overhead cost,
and Ryan noted that many
producers have too much
stuff, and depreciation is
oftentimes the biggest con-
tributor.

Ryan is also trying to
convince ranchers to look
seriously at their hay en-
terprise.

“Alot of places don’t need
to be making their own hay
because it just costs them
way more when they get
down into the details than
they think,” Ryan said.

Ryan noted one of the
keys to profitability is not
to focus on maximizing
production parameters,
but to think about optimiz-
ing them. Ryan continued
that while EPDs for growth
have gone up dramatically
in the last 20 years, wean-
ing weights have been
static during that time.
Ryan suggests as much as
20% of the variation in

weaning weights could be
attributed to one factor:
rainfall.

“I tell people if you're
already at the median or
in the top 30% of weaning
weights, you should not
even be looking at that or
focused on that because it’s
going to be difficult to cost
effectively push that num-
ber any higher,” Ryan said.
“It doesn’t matter what the
genetic potential is; there
seems to be a resource
limitation preventing us
from fully expressing it.”

Ryan clarified that some
people might have a differ-
ing view, but from what he
has seen, it makes the
most sense.

Ryan said the types of
KPIs used in TRAC and
SPA documents are univer-
sal, and producers from
other states can use those
in their operations.

“So, a really interesting
finding, if calculated using
similar methods, is that
the average total cow cost,
no matter where you go, no
matter what state you're
in, (is) fairly similar,” Ryan
said. “But what’s different
is how you got to that num-
ber, like feed versus depre-
ciation versus pasture
lease costs. All the indi-
vidual line item expenses
can be very different, but
at the end of the day, the
average total cost to run a
cow is not all that differ-
ent.”

A copy of TRAC can be
obtained by contacting
Ryan at ryan.rhoades@
colostate.edu. For more
information on KPIs and
Bevers’ work, visit www.
ranchkpi.com. — Charles
Wallace, WLJ editor

GOT BULLS, ANIMALS,
PRODUCTS, SERVIGES OR
EQUIPMENT TO SELL?

THE BULL PEN SECTION OF WLJ.

YOU CAN SELL, BUY OR TRADE

BY ADVERTISING IN

You get a 3.2" x 2" black and white ad that appears in the print issue,
as well as on the WLJ website in the Classified Corral section,
bringing on average an additional 7,500 viewers each month!

E

i

Contact Tom at 800.850.2769 or tom@wlj.net
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You can also email advertising@wlj.net

Prop 12 enforcement
waits for SCOTUS

A California superior
court judge has extended a
stay on the enforcement of
the state’s Proposition 12
animal welfare law until
July 2023, pending the out-
come of an expected ruling
by the Supreme Court in
the spring.

The Supreme Court
heard oral arguments
in October in a legal chal-
lenge by the American
Farm Bureau Federation
and the National Pork Pro-
ducers Council. The groups
argued the proposition is
unconstitutional because it
violates the dormant com-
merce clause by regulating
economic activity in states
outside California.

Judge James P. Arguelles,
in the Superior Court of Cal-
ifornia for the county of Sac-
ramento, granted the re-
quest. Arguelles ordered a
delay in enforcement in
January 2022 after several
groups, including the Califor-
nia Grocers Association, the
California Retailers Associa-
tion and the California Res-
taurant Association, said in
court filings the industry was
given no time to comply with
the law because regulations
had yet to be completed.

“The court also finds that
the parties have made a suf-
ficient showing that changed
circumstances, including the
United States Supreme
Court’s pending review of a
case challenging the consti-
tutionality of Proposition 12,
warrant an extension of the
existing injunction,” Ar-
guelles said in his order.

Proposition 12 went into

effect on Jan. 1, 2022. The
law bans the sale of pork
from hogs that don’t meet
the state’s new production
standards. A federal appeals
court upheld the law in 2021.

The law requires hog pro-
ducers to abide by certain
regulations to sell pork in
California. Voters in the state
passed Proposition 12 in
2018, with nearly 63% of vot-
ers supporting it. The law
forbids the sale of whole pork
meat in California from hogs
born of sows not housed in
conformity with the law.
Proposition 12 forbids sows
from being confined in such
a way that they cannot lie
down, stand up, fully extend
their limbs or turn around
without touching the sides of
their stalls or other animals.

The National Pork Produc-
ers Council argued in briefs
filed with the Supreme Court
that the law violates the com-
merce clause by regulating
business beyond its borders.
California already imports
99.8% of its pork from pro-
ducers in other states.

The ag groups said the
U.S. industry as a whole
would be forced to reduce
herd sizes or build costly new
facilities, as well as make
changes in every aspect of
caring for sows, including
feeding, breeding, medical
care and farm labor.

Back in March 2021, Rabo-
bank said in a report the U.S.
pork industry faces a daunt-
ing task to comply with Prop-
osition 12 if the legal chal-
lenge comes up short. —
Todd Neeley, DTN staff
reporter



President Joe Biden on
Dec. 2 signed legislation
meant to prevent railroad
workers from going on strike,
saying that such a strike
“would have been an eco-
nomic catastrophe at a very
bad time in the calendar.”

The legislation signing and
brief comments at the White
House ended a week of high-
stakes drama in Washington,
D.C., that saw Congress im-
mediately act in bipartisan
fashion to prevent the
115,000 or so rail workers
from potentially shutting
down major sectors of the
economy, including agricul-
ture.

“Our nation’s rail system is
literally the backbone of our
supply chain, as you all well
know. And so much of what
we rely on is delivered on our
rail, from clean water to food
and gas and every other
good,” Biden said before sign-
ing the bill. “A rail shutdown
would have devastated our
economy. Without freight rail,
many U.S. industries would

literally shut down.”

Asmany as 765,000 people
would have been put out of
work within the first two
weeks of a rail strike, Biden
noted. He also nodded to ag-
ricultural risks as well.
“Farms and ranches across
the country would not have
been able to feed their supply
stock,” he said.

Farm groups representing
every commodity and sector
were in lockstep throughout
the fall as the risks of a rail
strike came up repeatedly
during the negotiations and
the 12 unions’ votes over the
deal struck in September.
Biden pointed out rail work-
ers will receive a “historic”
24% wage increase, improved
health care and better work-
ing conditions.

“And look, I know this bill
doesn’t have paid sick leave
that these rail workers, and
frankly every worker in
America, deserves,” Biden
said. “But that fight isn’t
over.”

The decision to block the

Judge ruled partially
in favor of government

SUIT

(from page 1)

significant impact (FONSI).

4. Failed to ensure the is-
sued permit complied with
the sage grouse management
plan issued under the Land
Policy Act.

5. Issued a permit violating
the Steens Act by not ade-
quately protecting the Steens
Mountain Cooperative Man-
agement Area and “misinter-
preting the Steens Act to in-
clude an additional compet-
ing purpose of promoting vi-
able and sustainable grazing
operations.”

Under the Land Policy Act,
grazing decisions must com-
ply with resource manage-
ment plans, and the groups
stated that a management
plan for the sage grouse re-
quires vegetative standards
to be met on the allotments.
The act also requires appli-
cants for renewed grazing
permits to have a satisfactory
record of performance based
on substantial compliance
with prior permits and ap-
plicable rules and regula-
tions.

“Finally, the Land Policy
Act has two procedural re-
quirements: first, the govern-
ment must hold a 15-day
protest period before issuing
a final grazing decision, and
second, the Secretary can
only assume jurisdiction over
‘cases,” court documents
show.

The Steens Act requires
the secretary to prepare “a
comprehensive plan for the
long-range protection and
management of the Federal
lands included in the Steens
Management Area,” accord-
ing to court documents.

After the suit was filed, the
2021 grazing permit was re-
scinded and remanded back
to BLM for consideration. In
April 2021, BLM announced
it was engaging in the NEPA
process and subsequently
published a notice of intent to
prepare an EIS for the allot-
ments.

In February 2022, BLM
withdrew the FONSI for the
allotments.

On June 29, Hallman
heard oral arguments regard-
ing the case, and lawyers for
the government moved to

dismiss the suit as “moot
since there is no live contro-
versy between the parties,”
said Shannon Boylan, the
government’s attorney.

The environmental groups
assert the withdrawal of the
FONSI did not include the
EA and did not remove all
doubt about the mootness of
the case.

Hallman, in the findings,
stated the government made
it clear that the future pro-
cess of issuing a final grazing
permit will include a suffi-
cient time period for protest,
and the grazing decision will
not be made based on the
challenged EA and FONSIL
As aresult, Hallman ruled in
favor of the government on
the portion of the first claim
regarding the shortened pro-
test period and on the third
claim.

However, Hallman let
stand the other claims by the
environmental groups since
the government did not clear-
ly state that it incorrectly is-
sued the permit to Hammond
Ranches Inc. despite the
ranch’s history of violations
or that the prior permit vio-
lated the Steens Act or the
sage grouse management
plan. Hallman further stated
the government made no rep-
resentations that it would
avoid the challenged acts in
the future.

“As aresult, the court can-
not find that it is absolutely
clear that the government
will not issue a grazing per-
mit on the allotments to the
ranch orissue a permitin line
with the alleged violations to
the Steen’s Act or applicable
land use plans,” Hallman
wrote. “Nor can the court find
that the Secretary will not
assume jurisdiction over the
permit decision before BLM
issues a decision.”

Hallman denied the gov-
ernment’s motion to dismiss
the second, fourth and fifth
claims, along with the portion
of the environmental groups’
first claim related to the sec-
retary prematurely assuming
jurisdiction of the grazing
decision.

Objections to the findings
and recommendation issued
by Hallman must be submit-
ted by Dec. 13. — Charles
Wallace, WLJ editor
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Biden signs bill blocking railroad strike

strike forced Biden, who
called himself a pro-union
president, to choose the over-
all economy over the backing
of the rail workers who were
willing to strike over paid sick
leave.

Biden signed the bill one
day after the Senate voted
80-15 to pass the bill that
included all provisions of the
Presidential Emergency
Board agreement struck with
the union leaders and rail-
roads in September. The Sen-
ate, however, had voted 52-43
on a separate bill that would
have given the rail workers
seven days of paid sick leave.
That bill had cleared the

. sy
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2023 SCHEDULE

Tues. January 24: Range-Ready Bull Show

House of Representatives on
Nov. 30, mainly with Demo-
cratic votes.

Zippy Duvall, president of
the American Farm Bureau
Federation (AFBF), thanked
the president and Congress
for acting together to avert
the strike. Duvall said farm-
ers already face high diesel
prices and low water levels
that have hindered shipping
on the Mississippi River.

Colin Woodall, CEO of the
National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association, reiterated some
of Duvall’s comments.

“America’s cattle producers
are grateful for the bipartisan
effort that prevented disrup-
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tions in critical rail service
across the country,” Woodall
said. “Arail shutdown would
have been disastrous to our
supply chain, and would have
interrupted the essential
feed, fuel and fertilizer ship-
ments cattle producers need.
We are pleased that this joint
resolution was swiftly passed
by Congress and signed into
law.”

The intense national con-
cerns over a strike came after
years of negotiations on a
labor deal that did not in-
clude paid sick leave. Mem-
bers of four of the largest
unions voted to reject the
deal, even though members

Wed. January 25: Halter Bull Show

of eight other unions agreed
to ratify it. A strike would
have hit as early as Dec. 9,
but railroads were already
preparing to start scaling
back shipments of hazardous
materials such as fertilizer if
Congress was unable to act.

Congress has intervened
18 times since the late 1920s
to avert national strikes that
would have hindered inter-
state commerce. The last
time Congress stepped in for
a rail strike, however, was
1992, and it was only after
the workers had shut down
the rail lines for two days.
— Chris Clayton, DTN ag
policy editor

Thurs. January 26: Gelding Sift and Dry Work
WVM Feeder/Replacement Female Sale

Fri. January 27: Stock Dogs - Final Work
45th Annual Stock Dog Sale & 61st Annual Gelding Sale

Sat. January 28: 82nd Annual Red Bluff Bull Sale

Zoetis.

_

ROLLING HILLS

~—— CASINO - RESORT ——

MERCK

Animal Health

Red Bluff Buckmg Battle

@D 522 OZES

www.redbluffbullsale.com
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Inflation redefines holiday food shopping

Inflation is redefining hol-
iday shopping as consumers
make adjustments to their
budgets, new research from
the Center for Food Integrity
(CFI) shows.

“They are looking for op-
portunities to maintain the
comfort and nostalgia of the
holidays while being mindful
of the impact on their pock-
etbook at the same time,”
said Mickie French, CFI ex-
ecutive director.

Consumers especially
want high-quality items for
a lower price, according to
CFT’s latest Illuminate Digi-
tal Cultural Insights re-
search, which was conducted
in partnership with FMI, the
food industry association.
[lluminate leverages digital
ethnography that analyzes
millions of online conversa-
tions in real time.

In addition, consumers are
reevaluating the equation of
time versus money as they
try to determine how much
their time really is worth in
an inflationary environment.
As a result, they are weigh-
ing which shopping conve-
niences are worth the cost
during the busy holiday sea-

son.

One way is by considering
if online grocery shopping is
worth the delivery fee. For
families with young children
and those working more than
one job, delivery could help
them save time and gas by
eliminating a trip to the
store.

“According to FMI's ‘U.S.
Grocery Shopper Trends:
Holiday Shopping’ report,
45% of consumers are most
concerned about rising meal
prices as compared to other
holiday expenses,” said Steve
Markenson, director of re-
search for FMI. “Fortunately,
most shoppers indicate they
are in control of their grocery
budgets, with 71% of con-
sumers making some adjust-
ment to their holiday meal
shopping to adapt to the
changing economic land-
scape. This indicates that
shoppers are still able to find
budget-friendly items to
meet their needs.”

Shopping patterns were
significantly disrupted by the
pandemic, and higher food
prices are now causing more
changes for food retailers and
shoppers, he said.

Save up to

$

As they prepare for the
holidays, shoppers are look-
ing for ways to save money
on groceries by choosing dis-
count retailers and store
brands. They are also inves-
tigating other options, such
as buying in bulk and using
coupons.

“The insights provide valu-
able information for the food

system to understand and
anticipate consumers’ needs
as the food system works to
ensure everyone has access
to food that meets their needs
and budgets,” French said.

The research also shows
that inflation is impacting
gift-giving, causing shoppers
to redefine “luxury.”

“They are prioritizing the

emotional feelings of luxury,
such as comfort and wellness,
instead of high price tags,”
she said.

That means they are mak-
ing room in their holiday
budgets for small, affordable
luxuries that stand out from
their everyday purchases for
themselves and for others.
They are also opting toward

giving practical gifts this
year.

Inflation and higher prices
are affecting consumers at all
levels, French said. The re-
search showed that low-in-
come to lower-middle-class
consumers and those with
children are most likely to be
talking about this topic. —
CFI

WWP: Solar panels adding to tortoise decline

BUNDY

(from page 1)

trespass grazing to continue
unchecked on the Gold Butte
allotment lands in desert tor-
toise critical habitat that is
required to be protected as a
term of the (plan),” the notice
read, referring to Bundy’s
cattle, which the group al-
leges have been grazing on
the allotment for decades.
“For almost thirty years,
Cliven Bundy has grazed his
cattle on public lands without
a grazing permit and without
paying rent,” said Erik
Molvar, WWP executive direc-
tor, in a news release. “These

cattle have disturbed the na-
tive desert ecosystems and
promoted the expansion of
flammable annual weed
called red brome, resulting in
major fires that burned more
than 80,000 acres of desert
tortoise habitat in 2005 alone.
It’s time to evict the cattle.”

Declining
numbers

WWP asserts that the pop-
ulations of desert tortoises are
plummeting. The group con-
tends that solar projects have
largely led to the decline, us-
ing the example of two recent

utility-scale solar projects
under construction in the Mo-
jave Desert of California. Tor-
toises were removed from the
solar project sites and moved
elsewhere.

According to the group,
during clearance surveys on
8,000 acres, no juvenile tor-
toises were found under
roughly 7 inches in shell
length. In another area of
5,000 acres, the smallest tor-
toise found measured about 9
inches in shell length, which
is an estimated age of at least
35 years old.

“This indicates a lack of
survivorship and no recruit-
ment into adulthood of the
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To place your gift order,
call 720-370-8275 or
visit simplecirc.com/give_a_
gift/12910649/Holiday%202022.

A 1-year gift subscription to the
Western Livestock Journal is the
perfect gift for friends, family and
customers. Plus, when you place an
order for a gift subscription, you can
begin or renew a subscription for

yourself at the same special rate!

order 10
or more gift
subscriptions

tortoise population in this
region,” the notice read. “Hab-
itat destruction from large-
scale solar projects was indi-
cated as a major cause, in-
cluding indirect effects of
project development extend-
ing outwards on adjacent tor-
toise habitat.”

The notice concludes by
noting the Northeastern Mo-
jave Recovery Unit is the ex-
ception to the desert tortoise’s
decline and suggests this is a
result of most livestock graz-
ing being removed from the
critical habitat area. — Anna
Miller, WLJ managing
editor
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Livestock groups are dis-
appointed about a regula-
tory decision by the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) de-
nying an exemption appli-
cation over hours-of-service
(HOS) rules for hauling
livestock.

FMCSA handed down
the decision on Nov. 29 to
deny an application from
several livestock and agri-
cultural groups over the
HOS rules.

The livestock groups
asked FMCSA back in 2019

to allow haulers to drive a
total of 15 hours in a
16-hour period. Right now,
livestock haulers are per-
mitted to drive in an ex-
emption zone within a ra-
dius of 150 air miles from
the source of the commodi-
ty, and the time spent driv-
ing in that zone doesn’t
count toward the HOS lim-
its. The livestock groups
requested to add the
15-hour drive limit outside
of that 150-air-mile radius.
The request applied to all
livestock, insect and aquat-
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ic animal haulers and their
drivers.

Typically, HOS rules lim-
it drivers to 11 hours of
driving after 10 consecutive
hours off duty. Drivers are
required to take at least a
30-minute break after driv-
ing for eight cumulative
hours. Drivers may not
drive beyond the 14th con-
secutive hour after coming
on duty.

The groups making the
request were the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion (NCBA), Livestock

Listening session planned
before library pilot rollout

LIBRARY

(from page 1)

otherwise, the Cattle Con-
tract Library would be in-
complete, and the informa-
tion would be potentially
misleading if packers self-
select the contract terms
they provide,” just as the
Swine Contract Library is
mandatory for packers.

According to USDA, the
following contract clauses
must be submitted: con-
tract method, contract start
and end dates, base price
source and adjustment,
selling basis, premiums
and discounts, specifica-
tions relating to cattle at-
tributes, delivery and
transportation terms and
payments, financing, risk-
sharing, profit-sharing or
other financial arrange-
ments, and volume provi-
sions.

On a monthly basis,
packers will be required to
submit the number of ac-
tual cattle purchased under
active contracts in the prior
month, along with the esti-
mated maximum number
of cattle to be purchased
under active contracts for
slaughter in the current
calendar month.

The final rule was posted
in the Federal Register on
Dec. 7 and goes into effect
on Jan. 6, 2023. Beginning

on that date, packers must
submit the required con-
tractual clauses for each
active contract, regardless
of whether the contract is
written or oral. Packers will
then be required to submit
the same information for
each new active contract,
along with any changes to
previously submitted active
contracts.

“Because the packers
prepare these contracts in
advance of their offering
those contracts to produc-
ers, AMS determined these
submission timeframes to
be reasonable,” the rule
read.

To view the final rule in
its entirety, search for dock-
et number AMS-LP-22-0065
at federalregister.gov. AMS
plans to host a cattle indus-
try listening session in
early January to discuss
the pilot program prior to
its official rollout.

Industry support

The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association (NCBA)
welcomed the final rule and
said it was looking forward
to continuing to work with
USDA as the pilot program
launches. “We are pleased
that USDA listened to feed-
back from stakeholders like
NCBA while crafting the
final rule on the Cattle Con-

tract Library Pilot Pro-
gram,” said NCBA Senior
Director of Government Af-
fairs Tanner Beymer in a
statement.

“We are hopeful that this
pilot program will strike an
appropriate balance be-
tween offering cattle pro-
ducers additional insight
into the market while also
protecting their proprietary
business information.”

Sen. John Hoeven (R-
ND), lead Republican on the
agriculture subcommittee
within the Senate Commit-
tee on Appropriations and a
staunch supporter of the
measure, also applauded
the rule’s finalization.

“This cattle contract li-
brary that we worked to
secure at AMS will serve as
an important resource to
America’s livestock produc-
ers, giving them more of the
information they need to get
the best price and terms for
the sale of their cattle,” Ho-
even said in a news release.

“At the same time, we
continue working to
strengthen enforcement of
our laws, while opening new
opportunities for producers
to sell their products. That
means more competition in
cattle markets, which ulti-
mately benefits both ranch-

ers and consumers.” — An-
na Miller, WL.JJ managing
editor

Senate version of bill to
stop SEC climate rules

Sens. John Boozman
(R-AR) and Mike Braun (R-
IN) have introduced a Sen-
ate version of the Protect
Farmers from the SEC Act,
which would exempt farm-
ers and ranchers from
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions reporting rules
proposed by the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC).

The Senate bill is a com-
panion piece of legislation
to the House bill introduced
by Rep. Frank Lucas
(R-OK-03) earlier this year.
Lucas introduced the bill in
response to the SEC’s an-
nouncement of a proposed
rule that would require all
public companies to disclose
GHG emissions from opera-
tions a company owns or
controls in addition to indi-
rect GHG emissions that
occur upstream and down-
stream in the supply chain.

“The authors of this rule
clearly lack an understand-
ing of how agriculture
works. The publicly traded
corporations overseen by
the SEC won’t be the ones
tasked with complying with
these onerous ‘value chain’
rules,” Boozman said in a
statement. “That responsi-
bility would fall on Ameri-
ca’s family farmers and
ranchers who would be
forced to deal with (an) un-
precedented amount of un-
necessary paperwork. This
is the last thing they need
to deal with as they struggle
in the face of record high
input costs, supply chain
bottlenecks, labor shortag-
es, drought and other natu-
ral disasters.”

The Protect Farmers
from the SEC Act is backed
by several agriculture orga-
nizations, including the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef As-

sociation (NCBA), which
said in a statement the
SEC’s proposal would in-
crease the burden on ranch-
ers with onerous regula-
tions.

“NCBA is proud to sup-
port the Protect Farmers
from the SEC Act because
it ensures that federal regu-
lators do not overstep their
jurisdiction and it protects
cattle producers from ad-
ditional government red
tape,” said NCBA Chief
Counsel Mary-Thomas
Hart. “We thank Senators
Boozman and Braun for
their focus on this issue.”

NCBA said while the cli-
mate rules are aimed at
large corporations, produc-
ers could be required to
comply with the rules since
they are part of the supply
chain for public restaurants
and retailers. — Charles
Wallace, WL.J editor

Marketing Association
(LMA), American Farm Bu-
reau Federation, American
Beekeeping Federation,
American Honey Producers
Association and National
Aquaculture Association.

The livestock groups said
the maximum driving and
on-duty limits under the
HOS rules could place live-
stock at risk and impose
more burdens on livestock
haulers in rural areas of the
country.

“We are disappointed in
FMCSA's decision, especial-
ly when the cattle and beef
supply chain faces continued
stress from driver shortages
and a potential rail strike,”
said Kent Bacus, NCBA ex-
ecutive director of govern-
ment affairs. “Hauling cattle
is very different from haul-
ing consumer goods, which
is why NCBA will continue
urging congressional leaders
to support expanded hours-
of-service flexibility for live-
stock haulers so they can
continue making their criti-
cal deliveries.”

In their application, live-
stock groups suggested driv-
ers could maintain the same
level of safety and aware-
ness by adopting fatigue risk
management practices used
in countries such as Austra-
lia.

“We are disappointed
FMCSA denied the request
without more seriously con-
sidering or addressing the
proposed safety measures
industry brought forward,”
said Jara Settles, LMA gen-
eral counsel and vice presi-

Ren
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Feds reject plan for longer livestock hauls on highways

dent of risk management.
“Livestock haulers have an
excellent safety record, and
our drivers haul a very
unique cargo. The Livestock
Marketing Association and
the groups we work with will
continue to seek common-
sense flexibilities for these
special drivers to make sure
livestock get where they
need to go in a safe and re-
sponsible manner while
meeting the ever-growing
needs of the American food
supply.”

The application drew 359
comments filed by various
groups, including individual
truckers who haul livestock.
Livestock groups supported
the additional four hours of
drive time to get livestock to
their destination quicker,
especially in warmer weath-
er. Supporters noted live-
stock typically cannot with-
stand the stress of being
stopped for 10 hours without
airflow and the added time
in a trailer.

The application by live-
stock groups was opposed by
the National Transportation
Safety Board, the Commer-
cial Vehicle Safety Alliance,
the Truckload Carriers As-
sociation, the Towa Motor
Truck Association (IMTA)
and the Animal Welfare
Institute.

IMTA commented that
livestock haulers should be
held to the same HOS stan-
dards as the rest of the in-
dustry. If a load requires
more than the normal 11
hours of driving, then a car-
rier should be required to

|

put a team of two drivers in
the vehicle. This would al-
low them to get the load
delivered but also remain
in compliance with HOS
rules, the group stated.

In denying the applica-
tion, FMCSA ruled that
once the 15 hours of drive
time were stacked on the
150-air-mile exemption
zone, that would translate
into potentially 21 or more
hours of driving during a
work shift. That type of
sustained driving “would
not likely achieve a level of
safety that is equivalent to,
or greater than, the level
that would be achieved ab-
sent the exemption.”

Rep. Dan Newhouse
(R-WA-04) denounced the
decision, saying the Depart-
ment of Transportation
(DOT) did not consider the
recommendations of farm-
ers and ranchers who trans-
port livestock.

“It will also cause undue
harm and leave these ani-
mals susceptible to heat,
cold, and other extreme
conditions,” Newhouse
said. “With unprecedented
supply chain disruptions, a
looming threat of a rail
shutdown, and a truck driv-
er shortage facing commu-
nities across the country,
now is not the time to be
placing additional stressors
on this industry. DOT
should reverse this decision
and continue working to
meet the unique needs of
livestock transportation.”
— Chris Clayton, DTN
ag policy editor

ULUB OF DENVER |

eondially iwvites you b atteud o dieer aud quest loctuwre,

Thursday, January 12, 2023

2023 Friend of the National Western Stock Show
and Red Meat Industry Award Recipient

International Genetic Solutions +
Director, American Simmental Association

Attendance by RESERVATION ONLY.
Reservations accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
Seating is limited to 230 guests.

to be lebld at

— Houoning —
Eldon Krebs

Gordon, Nebraska

with Guest Speaker
Chip Kemp

THE NATIONAL WESTERN CLUB

National Western Complex
4655 Humboldt St. - Denver, CO 80216

No-host social reception begins at 5:30 p.m.
Followed by the traditional prime rib dinner at 6:30 p.m.

—

The Red Meat Club of Denver

c/o National Western Stock Show -« 4655 Humboldt St. - Denver, CO 80216
Phone: 303/299-5556, Kristen Sublette
I plan to attend the January 12, 2023, meeting.

Mail reservation to:

Tickets are $55 per person, and tables are set up for 7 people each.
To order, use the QR code provided here or visit:

https://nationalwestern.evenue.net/cgi-bin/ncommerce3/SEGetEv
entList?prc=REDMEAT&caller=PR&linkID=nationalwestern.

If you have questions or difficulty accessing the ticketing website,

please contact the National Western Ticket Office at (888) 551-5004.
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MARKET SITUATION REPORT

MARKET NEWS WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

. WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED
Choice Fed Steers 155.33 A 155.23 140.05 ENDING Loads/Price  Loads/Price  Loads/Price  Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price
CME Feeder Index 179.23 178.40 161.63 December5 7,174 25142 223 31725 1251 25706 2127 24938 765 22650 2808 20584
Boxed Beef Average 247.28 253.57 264.55 November28 6,903 25574 201 32737 1223 26212 1981 25363 715 23039 2782  212.92

November21 6514 25795 218 33669 11195 26527 2185 25505 777 23205 2140 213.84
SveraelBiessedioters 2i00 Zit> G 220108 November 14 6337 26046 167 34217 1,195 26867 1795 25832 841 23231 2338 21576
Live Slaughter Weight* 1,385 1,383 1,393 Cutouts
Jek
Weekly Slaughter 663,000 581,000 676,000 | ryes CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT  50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Weekly Beef Production*** 553.7 497.1 562.5 Dec8 247.28 22055 186.77 7792 236.00
Hide/Offal Value 13.92 14.72 14.06 Dec7 248.96 219.77 190.00 .87 240.83
. Dec6 24265 219.14 192.07 76.33 24514
Corn Price 6.32 v 6.50 5.88
Decb 243.31 2211 190.40 7548 24154
*Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week. Dec 2 249.93 22456 189.16 7511 239.60
| . o Cattle Selected Auction Feederpricesifor steersi&iheifersireflectimedium and large'1 cattle,
1212 12/5 12/6 1217 128 High* Low" Week Ending December; 8, 2022 unless otherwise noted; *|Indicates medium and large 1-2
Pob 13308 18989 15383 1o 18385 18708 14000 STEERS / HEFERS
eb. DATE SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
200-3001b. | 300-4001b. | 400-500Ib. | 500-600 Ib. | 600-700Ib. | 700-8001b. | 800 Ib. -
Apr. 15958 15958 15763 15763 15805 16013 15388 | |MARKET UP_| SLAUGHTER BULLS | REPLACEMENTS
Jun. 15620 15628 15448 15435 15493 15850 15310 | |December 2 N/A 180-221 180-218 170-213 155-187 150-170 140-161 56-67
Blackfoot, ID 160-187 160-194 155-187 147-168 145-153 137-150 65-80
| : peder Cattle December 1 VA 220.50-244 195-230 188-205 165-176.50 167-169 164.50-166 50-74
1212 12/5 12/6 1217 12/8 Hiqh* Low* Burley, ID 194 181-196 171 162-172 156-165 76-107
Jan. 18245 18378 18180 18090 18348 18703 16958 | |December 226 166-17950 | 161166 120125 679150 ssre
Mar. 18528 18638 18415 18325 18505 18748 17595 Nore o:'t available - 7
Apr. 18863 18953 18733 18660 18835 18953 18303 | |Eucene OR g
May 19158 19225 19020 18970 19153 19225 18755 (pecempers e 225253 225245 | 19521950 | 175-183 160-174 148159 6580 =
High and low figures are for the life of the contract. Madras, OR : 200-220 180-212 170193 160-173 145-160 8503 S
November 30 11 190214 176-229 170-201 160-18150 | 154-173.75 147-151 65-75 =
D C6 DIAN ead Co Ava. Weia N rdea || | Vale, OR ’ 157-188 150-194 152-180 147-167.50 72-90
No report available
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davenport, WA
Live FOB Steer 3,394 1.425 155.33 December 6 1930 1,350-1,525
Live FOB Heifer 2,235 1,313 154.91 Toppenish, WA " 775-2,325
Bi:i:g g:: at:i?err ;gi? gg; gig?g December 2 4531 180-230 160-216 140-208 130-209 120-180 40-79
: : Orland, CA ’ 198 188 184 185 75-116
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK December 7 N/A 55-75
Live FOB Steer 12,454 1412 155.232 | [Escalon, CA 80-100
Live FOB Heifer 6,416 1,292 155.11 December 5 295 140-150 150-180 145-160 70-75
Dressed Del Steer U 292 245.00 Eiffniﬁefg 170210 165-205 113135 thglgg gggg
Dressed Del Heifer WA WA WA Galt, CA 1,365 160-206 150-185 140-175 125-170 90-114
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR November 29 . 180-200 170190 68-88
Live FOB Steer 10,315 1,488 140.05 Turlock, CA 150-185 145-180 142-161 78-110
Live FOB Heifer 3,259 1,319 140.00 November 29 11| 18750245 175-240 176-226 152.50-212 | 147.50-188 | 14117250 | 120-163.50 56-79.75
Dressed Del Steer 1,540 976 220.01 Salina, UT ’ 150-205 140-187 135-171 130-163 125-157.50 110-148 65-89
Dressed Del Heifer 127 823 22000 December 5 7eag| 222227 190-255 183-260 165-244 16520375 | 160-200.25 | 145-184.50 54.50-93
ATTONA B : S0 D SERV lowa ' 200 174-205 156-201 140-197.50 143-185 140-179 124-169.75 42107
- December 6 241-255 217-25650 | 191-222.75 | 181-195.50 180.50 169 58-67 900
Forward Coniraci Dgg’ggé'c '%d Miles City, \T 2% 201-208 188208 | 177.50-204 176 157-167.50 63-93 610-1,260
Formula 256,061 1108 December 7 4800 236-259 232-246 208-248 193-22350 | 185.50-201.50
Negotiated Cash 107727 44 Bassett, NE ! 214 198-217 194-209.50 | 165.50-184 146-168.50
Negotiated Gnd 53 ’957 1 986 December 3 4710 295 226-261 201-242.75 183-214 178-204.25
: : Ericson, NE ' 210-238 198.50-221 | 18150-212 | 172-181.50 | 170-174.50 | 165-182.25
Packer Owned 11,707 0 No report available =
Total 446,710 7,356 Imperial, NE =
= No report available =
; RIGORWARDICONITRA ORWARD'B : Kearney, NE :
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,954 | [December 2 2514 241 212-214 200-232.50 187-211 202.50-207.75 | 170.50-185 =
Dec. '22 116,404 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,248 Lexington, NE ’ 189-192.50 180-207.25 | 170-185.50 170-176.50 =
Jan. 23 125,917 Formula sales 3,715 | |December 1 5 160 302.50 222-291 241-272 187.50-240 182213 | 179.50-191.50 | 170-175.50
Feb. 23 91,229 Forward contract sales 257 Ogallala, NE ' 209-213 186.50-204 | 175.50-206 | 164.50-184.50 |  165-172 160-175
Mar. '23 118,536 Domestic sales 6,111 December 1 3710 221-250 214-229 204.75-224 | 203.25-221 | 176.50-194.75
Apr.'23 121,725 NAFTA Exports 114 Valentine, NE i 230 201-226.50 |180.50-207.50| 171-202.50 170-193 137-179.50
December 2 45801 249 229.50-261 | 199.75-228 189-215 177 177.50-189
ANADIA ScKiPR 2 FEDERA - S ELA - - Herreid, SD ! 198-200 188-227 174.50-206 171 175 175.50-180.50
Weekl No report available
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Chang‘é Torrington, WY
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs [ 136.77 | N/A
2 . December 1 222-235 212.50-246 181217 169-190.50 | 156.50-175.50 52-91 1,100-1,350
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choioe & Select 1-3, 1200-14001bs | 13649 | +1.74 || wilcox, AZ 15| i7380 168-186 165-195.50 | 166-188 | 141-169.50 7291 925-1,035
Ontario Auctions December 5 11707 232-256 197-237 180.50-220 | 167-198.50 162-185 132-178 56-89
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs 140.98 +2.42 Colorado ' 196-225 171-210 160-196 158-17450 | 155-170.35 118-159.25 70-104 710-1,525
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 Ibs 139.88 +2.35 November 23 3,024 183-211 176-196 161-181 158-163
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 71.74 +0.26 La Junta, CO ' 163-181 155-170 157-161 146-158
*Price comparison from one week ago. December 5 1003 220-231 201-220 197219 173-188 168-175 148-170.50 67-76
Loma, CO ’ 203-219 192-197.50 180-192 161 157-161 144-159 84-92
U S = o e " December 7 i 250 185.50-253 187.50-263 171-227 163-218 149-186 | 161.50-184.10 54.78 1,775
Y TR Cale b 2 ellig) [T, tovEimle Dodge City, KS ’ 189-226 155-236 150-187.50 | 151-176.25 | 163-172.75 | 149.75-165 72-98 825-1,125
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario December 8 2500 219 161-224 178-204.50 185-213 176-185 150-179.25
501-600 Ibs 201.66 202.03 195.29 Pratt, KS ’ 161-196 190.50-205 | 169-191.50 164-172 156-165.50 | 155.50-163.50
601-700 Ibs 186.28 185.76 180.59 December 1 3584 214-240 205-230 194.50-221 | 162-199.50 172-186.50 171-188.60 =
701-800 Ibs 179.96 179.19 172.25 Salina, KS i 198-214 181-208 154-189 160-175 166-172 153.50-170 =
801-900 Ibs 172.67 171.60 171.30 December 7 aap| 228240 215-246 198-219 181-201 155-187 144.50-170 133-149 60-72 900-1500 |
Heifers: Clovis, NM ' 201-210 180-203 169-186.50 155179 150-161 133.50-147.50 | 141.50-143 72.25-95 550-1,400 &5
401-500 Ibs 177.00 177.44 156.90 December 7 10,427 250 220-252 188-247.50 197-226 17820250 | 16719350 | 156-186.50 S
501-600 Ibs 168.51 166.59 165.70 El Reno, OK ' 227.50 190-215 177210 169-189 161-178.50 164-168 141-165 2
601-700 Ibs 160.11 158.60 147.89 December 7 1755 209-230 195219 175-204 152-187 140-169 122-160 59-78 1,000-1,475
701-800 Ibs 153.43 154.47 155.45 McAlester, OK ' 177-196 165-181 150-176 139-165 140-145 120-122 88-103 1,000-1,275
December 7 13905 232247 215-261 201-244 180-227 175-220 170-195 153-179
T 0 3 DOF Oklahoma City, OK ' 211-219 180-226 165-229 164-190 158-182 157-172 162-166.50
. December 2 185-246 175-260 181-230 159-202 150-180 136-160 50-75
Feeder cattle imports “é?]err‘:ﬁta”d yearly ‘F’)‘r’é‘\il?;jé Curent bovioss | CHEr0:TX 2309) 438040 153-256 157-224 146-194 139-188 126-148 80-100
Species December 1 235-254 190-232 184-208 161-186 150-180 160-180.50 69-82
Week Week Yeartodate  Yeartodate ||pajnart, TX 2945 196-215 160-183 169-188 | 14917050 | 155-170.50 130-163 7390
1213122 11126122 December 1 oy | 224240 226-242 206-230 186-192 174 68-78.50
Feeders 32,174 14,623 756,041 1,012,069 San Angelo, TX 194-209 190-213 171-182 161.50 148 73-99 825-1,235
December 1 190-217 171-202 168-177 172-180 150-159 65-70
USDA WEEKLYIMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE Tulia, TX 210-220 165-185 171-174 149-168.50 171.50 70-94
Friday, December 2, 2022 December 2 15.940 210 184-225 175-205 156-192 145-185 125-168 120-165.75 55-81 725-1,700
Mexico to TX. & NM. Weekly Feeder Cattle Import Summary Alabama ' 152-178 148-185 140-174 130-160 118-157 114-151 78-100 575-1,850
Receipts EST: 25,000 Week Ago Act: 11,607 Year Ago Act: 28,211 December 5 0ogg|  186-194° 170-196* 163-192* 159-186.50" | 146-169.75" 143-167" 112-171.25* 56-84 1,300-1,675
Compared to last week, steer calves and yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. Trade moderate to Lexington, KY : 143-157.50° 140161 136-157.50° 134-161" 130-169° 120-135" 100-121* 64-108.50 850,250
active, demand moderate to good. The bulk of the supply consisted of steers and spayed heifers Decgmber 5 10,522 225-260 207.50-243 191-213 180-191 178-185 175-187.25
weighing 300-700 Ibs. Joplin, MO ' 184-210 172-196 167-185 163-174 166-171.25 | 153-165.75
Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2, 300-400 Ibs 203.00-213, few 215.00; 400-500 Ibs 183.00- December 5 9.041 171-207.50* | 167.50-212.50* 160-202* 138-185* 120-183.75* | 122.50-174.50" 117-170* 48-88 1,075-1,500
193.00, few 195.00; 500-600 Ibs 165.00-175.00; 600-700 Ibs 150.00-160.00, few 165.00. Medium | | Tennessee ’ 130-176* 127-180* 126-188.50* | 118-160* | 115-164.75" 120-143* 100-138* 65-125 700-1,250
and large 2&3, 300-400 Ibs 188.00-198.00; 400-500 Ibs 168.00-178.00; 500-600 Ibs 150.00- December 5 2601 170-190 145-200 114-188.50 138-171 125-173.50 117-157.50
160.00. A '
Feeder heifers: Medium and large 182, 300-400 Ibs 173.00-183.00, few 185.00; 400-500 Ibs Virginia 121 100-164.50 105-159 116-153 115-142 93.50-140 108-136
163.00-173.00, few 175.00; 500-600 Ibs 153.00-164.00, few 165.00; 600-700 Ibs 143.00-154.00,
few 155.00.
(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.) No report available
Lethbridge, Alberta
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At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the' Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your

customers...to keep them informed of what’s happening in:the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!




Oklahoma feeder cattle
auction prices jumped sharp-
ly the week after Thanksgiv-
ing. Calf prices, in particular,
were $10-15/cwt higher, and
all classes were $6-10 higher
after Thanksgiving. Several
factors contributed to the
strength in feeder prices.
Improving feeder futures
prices, a stronger fed cattle
market and limited supplies

of feeder cattle all combined
to push prices higher.
Oklahoma feeder auction
volumes have been smaller
five of the past six weeks
after being higher year over
year all summer and in early
fall. The volume of feeder
cattle in Oklahoma auctions
recently was down 19.4%
compared to the same week
last year. In the 16 weeks

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Feeder cattle markets jump into December

from July 1 through mid-
October, the cumulative ex-
tra feeder cattle volume over
last year totaled 71,397
head. Since mid-October,
feeder volumes have been
bringing the cumulative to-
tal since July 1 down to
52,808 head. In other words,
the cumulative total of in-
creased early sales of feeder
cattle still far exceeds the

Feeders find momentum higher

MARKETS

(from page 1)

* Formula net purchases:
$248.77.

* Forward contract net pur-
chases: $235.74.

* Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $245.82.

Slaughter through Thurs-
day totaled 508,000 head,
several thousand head more
than a week earlier. Slaugh-
ter for a week earlier totaled
663,000 head. Actual slaugh-
ter for the week ending Nov.
26 was 589,008 head (46.5%
steers, 32.6% heifers).
Dressed steers were 842 Ibs.

Boxed beef prices printed
lower, with the Choice cutout
down $6.29 to $247.28 and
the Select cutout down $4.45
to $220.55.

“Welcome to the world of
the volatile holiday rib! USDA
estimated boxed beef cutout
values are gyrating wildly
thanks mostly to the typical
swings of the holiday rib mar-
ket,” Fish said. “(Tuesday),
the rib primal closed at $479/
cwt. Today it printed at $544/
cwt!”

Feeder cattle

Feeder cattle contracts
were modestly higher, with
the January contract up $2.40

to $183.47 and the March
contract up 75 cents to
$185.05.

The CME Feeder Cattle
Index lost 83 cents to close at
$179.23.

“Feeder cattle traders could
be feeling more confident as
recent boxed beef prices have
found some support, which
could incentivize buyers to
restock their pens as they
believe that packer demand
will remain,” ShayLe Stew-
art, DTN livestock analyst,
wrote in her Thursday mid-
day comments.

Corn futures dropped low-
er, with the December con-
tract down 18 cents to $6.32
and the March contract also
down 18 cents to $6.42.

Colorado: Winter Live-
stock in La Junta sold 7,060
head Tuesday. Compared to
the last auction, steer calves
under 600 Ibs. sold $5-8 high-
er, and over 600 lbs. were
$2-3 higher. Heifer calves un-
der 550 lbs. sold mostly
steady, and over 550 Ibs. were
$3-5 higher. Yearling feeder
steers were steady, and year-
ling feeder heifers sold steady
to $1 higher. Benchmark
steers averaging 726 lbs. sold
between $175-184.50 and av-
eraged $181.31.

Missouri: Joplin Regional
Stockyards in Carthage sold

10,000 head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier, feeder
steers traded steady to $3
higher, with feeder heifers
trading steady. Benchmark
steers averaging 781 lbs. sold
between $180-182.25, averag-
ing $181.58.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma
National Stockyards in Okla-
homa City sold 14,000 head
on Monday. Compared to a
week earlier, feeder steers
and heifers traded unevenly
steady and were lightly test-
ed. Steer calves sold $4-7
higher, with instances of $12
higher. Heifer calves over 450
Ibs. sold unevenly steady, and
under 450 Ibs. sold $15-20
higher. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 757 Ibs. sold between
$173-186, averaging $178.77.

South Dakota: Sioux
Falls Regional Cattle Auction
in Worthing sold 3,724 head
Monday. Compared to the
previous auction, feeder
steers sold steady to $5 high-
er, with instances of $13 high-
er. Steers under 500 Ibs. sold
steady to $3 lower. Feeder
heifers sold $1-5 higher, with
instances of $12 higher. Heif-
ers 400-500 1bs. sold $1-5
lower. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 740 lbs. sold between
$185-196, averaging $187.56.
— Anna Miller, WLJ man-
aging editor

Lubbock Stockyards
closing after 54 years

After 54 years of serving
the area’s ranchers, Tony and
Judy Mann announced they
closed the doors of Lubbock
Stockyards in Lubbock, TX,
on Dec. 10.

The sale barn was started
in 1968 on 50 acres in south
Lubbock when Arthur Ham-
ilton built the blue sale barn.
Delton Caddell bought the
barn, and Mann worked for
him until 1983, when he and
his wife, Judy, purchased the
barn.

“I didn’t know anything
about running an auction, but
Ilearned pretty quick,” Mann
told local news outlet Every-
thing Lubbock. “T've been do-
ing it for 39 1/2 years. My wife
runs my office, and I run out-
side.”

The Manns’ kids and
grandkids worked at the sale
barn, and Mann told local
news outlet KCBD 11 that
now that the children had
grown, they had a decision to
either hire someone or sell the
business.

Mann said the decision to
sell was based on his and
Judy’s age, as well as the
number of dwindling cattle.
Every Tuesday, Lubbock
Stockyards held an auction
for cattle, sheep and goats,

with a horse auction once a
month.

“We've been doing it, and
we like what we’ve done,”
Mann said. “It’s had its ups
and downs. We started out
running a lot more cattle than
we do right now, but I'm fixing
to be 73 years old in Decem-
ber, and it’s kind of time to
slow down.”

HOOVES & HORNS

The Manns are grateful for
their customers and their role
in the livestock industry.

“It was kind of a sad deal
and a good deal for my family
because we've been doing it
for so long,” Mann said.
“Times are changing, and it’s
time to change with it.” —
Charles Wallace, WL.J edi-
tor

BY A.W. ERWIN

at? I'm bettin'dey jus'checked their
mail an'saw their property taxes too!"

reduction in the past six
weeks. Smaller volumes will
likely persist for the rest of
the year at least.

It appears that most win-
ter wheat is up, with stands
that vary from spotty to good.
The final USDA Crop Prog-
ress report of 2022 was is-
sued at the end of November
and showed that 95% of
Oklahoma wheat is up, equal
to the same week last year
and 1 percentage point high-
er than the five-year aver-
age. The condition of Okla-
homa wheat was rated at
12% very poor, 12% poor,
45% fair, 30% good and just
1% excellent. This shows
that the stands are rather
lackluster, and almost none
are grazable or will be graz-
able before the end of the

year.

Depending on moisture
and temperature conditions
through December, some
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wheat may grow enough for
turnout after Jan. 1. All in
all, wheat grazing will be
very limited, and most graz-
ing that does occur will be
used to supplement forage
supplies for animals on hand.

Cattle slaughter and beef
production are tightening in
the final weeks of the year.
Total weekly beef production
was down 1% in the most
recent weekly data. This is
the largest decline in weekly
beef production since the
first few weeks of the year.
The expectation is to begin
seeing consistent week-over-
week decreases in beef pro-
duction. The most recent
weekly data showed the con-
tinuing contrast in steer and
heifer slaughter.

Steer slaughter was down
6.4% compared to the same
week last year, while heifer
slaughter was up 4.6%. Com-
bined steer plus heifer

2

OGALLALA

slaughter was down 2.1%,
contributing to the decrease
in weekly beef production.
Total steer plus heifer
slaughter is up 0.8% for the
year to date.

Beef production in 2022
has also been boosted by in-
creased cow slaughter. Beef
cow slaughter is up 12.1%
year over year for the year to
date. However, beef cow
slaughter has been up only
about 3% the past two weeks,
suggesting that herd liquida-
tion may be slowing down.
For the year to date, cull cow
and bull beef production has
been up 4.1% year over year.
Going forward into the new
year, heifer and cow slaugh-
ter should decline, thereby
allowing total slaughter and
beef production to decrease.
— Derrell S. Peel, Okla-
homa State University
Extension livestock mar-
keting specialist
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THURSDAY, DEC. 15, 2022

ABBOTT CATTLE CO. (600

- Ang, BWF, Red & Char X strs & hfrs, 375-525#

LARRY GARDNER (500) - Ang strs, 600-750#

LAWRENCE, RICK & ANTHONY LECHMAN (375

- Ang & few BWF strs & hfrs, 500-650#

LOREN & KIM SOPER (181) - SimAng strs & hfrs, 550-650#
HAYTHORN LAND & CATTLE (128) - Ang, BWF & few rd hfrs, 400-450#

KARL & VERONICA GRUEBER (125) - Char X, rd & blk strs & hfrs, 500-600#
DELWIN & DUSTY WILSON (125) - Ang hfrs, 550-650#

Cntes to Teynember

Monday. Dec. 12 - Special Stock Cow & 1st-Calf Heifer Sale

Jake Parnell
George Gook
Rex Whittle .
Mark Fischer
Kris Gudel....
Steve Bian
Jason Dailey .
Brett Friend.
Tod Radelfinger
Bowdy Griffen

ed at www.ogallalalive.com™*

....916-662-1298
209-482-1648
209-996-6994
209-768-6522
916-208-7258
707-484-3903
. 916-439-7761

510-685-4870
775-901-3332
...530-906-5713

~AUCTION MARKET~
12495 Stockton Blvd., Galt, CA
— 209 745- 1515
... 209-745-1582

Website/Market Report...
Web Broadcast

www.clmgalt.com
www.lmaauctions.com

CALL TO CONSIGN TO THESE UPCOMING
WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES:

Jan. 5
Jan. 27

Scott Van Winkle
308-289-0249
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
GENERAL INFORMA

ADVERTISING RATES

BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)

BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)

BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and
handling service.

BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each
insertion.

MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.

COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.

DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.

SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as

well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count
as two.

TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or
mailed.

CONDITIONS

EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MTZ, the week prior to
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.

Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy.
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not
considered in keeping with the publication standards.

COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency
commissionable.
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CLASSIFIED CORRAL

1-800-850-2769 * Fax: 303-722-0155
Website: www.wlj.net ¢ Email: classified @wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS.
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL
BE PROMPTLY FORWARDED.

PLACE A CLASSIFIED

AD, SEE IT IN PRINT
& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

Call & schedule your classified

ad today!
800-850-2769

classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax
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REPUTED NORTHWEST COW-
CALF RANCH seeks general man-
ager with livestock and business
skills. Great opportunity. Salary, ben-
efits and housing all first class. Re-
sume required - education and expe-
rience. Inquiries strictly confidential.
Send resume by email: Classified@
wlj.net (Subject line: WLJ Box #916)
or mail to: Western Livestock Journal,
ATTN: Box #916, 7355 E. Orchard
Rd. #300, Greenwood Village, CO
80111.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!
RANCH MANAGER NEEDED
NW Colorado mountain ranch is
seeking responsible, motivated
self-starter, experienced in most
phases of a cattle ranch operation:
fencing, irrigation, haying and
equipment maintenance. BE YOUR
OWN BOSS. Family housing pro-
vided. Send resume by email:
Classified@wlj.net (Subject line:
WLJ Box #914) or mail to: West-
ern Livestock Journal, ATTN:
Box #914, 7355 E. Orchard Rd.
#300, Greenwood Village, CO

80111.

Senving Ag| Personnel for 63 Years
GET TOP DOLLAR!!!
Hansen Agri-PLACEMENT

FEEDYARD MANAGER (NE)..ccoscsneereen S110KE

Hay ProbuctioN MANAGER (CO) ... 75K+

RANCH ASSISTANT (MT) ccocnnssssssesssnn 335 K£
Call Eric 308/382-7351

www.hansenagriplacement.com

REGISTERED ANGUS SEED-
STOCK: Noah’s Angus Ranch, Angus
cattle since 1955. Cambridge, ID
208-257-3686, c:208-550-0531,
www.noahsangusranch.com.

REGISTERED TEXAS
LONGHORNS FOR SALE
Featured in September 2020
American Beef Producer maga-
zine. Gentle pairs, steers, heifers,
solid and colorful bulls. Forag-
ing, hardy, low-maintenance
cattle, traffic-stopping colors.
Cross breed with your herd for
easy calving, robust calves re-
sistant to disease. Fascinating,
fun to show, simple handling.
Westhaven Ranch Tel: 209-274-
9917, email: swestmoore@gmail.
com, website: www.westhaven

longhorns.com.

j50JBUlISIFor
Homelot21Baranventypx
2 Bar Angus g4
Hereford, Texas |/ %
806/344-7444 & X
877/2BAR-ANG i
www.2barangus.com' ﬁ

J. G. Angus Ranch

ulls & Females
For Sale

5725 Chileno Valley Road « Petaluma, CA 94952
www.jgangusranch.com /

Dogs
For Sale
BORDER COLLIE MCNAB CROSS

PUPS. Started working dogs. 530-
961-2543 or 530-961-2542.

CATAHOULA MCNAB PUPPIES
FOR SALE. Excellent for ranching,
hunting and security. 707-406-0250
or email izzypuppies22@gmail.com
for pictures/details. Ready December
10th in Humboldt County, CA.

REGISTERED BORDER
COLLIES

Blue merle females, red male, red
female, black female are available.
Siblings to sire have brought $45K and
$30K through Red Bluff sale. Both
parents are working dogs. Great in-
stinct and great family dogs. Find
Logan Ipsen on Facebook for ad-
ditional pics or email logan.ipsen@
gmail.com.

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Best prices with delivery available.
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Real Estate
Pacific

20A

KNIPE

LAND COMPANY

EST 1944

SOLD
Orofino, ID
953+ Acres - $4,284,000
Cascade, ID
202+ Acres - $3,500,000

NEW
Enterprise, Oregon
17,088+ total sf luxury ranch style
home on 235+ acres with a creek,
200+ acres irrigated, 3 pivots, a
manager’s home, and gorgeous
mountain views. $15,479,000

Buying or Selling? Call today!
(208) 345-3163 - knipeland.com

STAY UP
TO DATE

facebook
it's all happening online

WILINIBT o fax: 13087220155

Real Estate

Southwest 20D

Real Estate

Southwest 20D

Bob & Sandy Bahe

Accredited Land Consultants

Branch Office: 918-426-6006
Main Office: 888-560-3964 ext.137

Bandy Creek Ranch
133 acres m/l Wilburton, OK

5 pastures for rotational grazing,
Creek, 2 Ponds, 37 pair capacity,

Cross-fenced, City subdivision

development potential, excellent

hunting. $532,000.00

Broken Bow Home & 20 acres
20 acres m/l Broken Bow, OK

Development potential, opportu-

nity zone, Paved road frontage,

Rural water, Natural gas, Beauti-

ful home, Shops, Barn, Pond.
$965,000.00

To view all properties (Including Pictures, Aerials and Topo Maps) go to:

www.WorldClassRanches.com
Call Toll Free Today: 1-844-WCR-Land (844-927-5263)

ALC
ez

Scott Land Company, LL.C

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NU, OK & CO.

COLFAX CO., NM -491.55+ acres, 371 shares of Antelope Valley Irr. Dist. water. 2 center piv-
ot systems. 270z ac. of pasture w/pens & corrals. Elk, deer & antelope are hunted in the area.

KINNEY CO., TX - 802+ ac. Brush country w/some live oaks. Good hunting!

PECOS CO., TX - 637+ ac. Big water, state classified minerals.

ance is dryland & native grass.

CASTRO CO., TX - 592+ ac. w/remodeled 4 bed / 4 2 bath home, 160 ac. under pivot. Bal-

PRICE REDUCED! CEDARVALE, NM - 7,113 acre ranch (5,152+ ac. deeded - 1,961+ ac.
state lease), well fenced & watered w/good pens, new barn.

www.scottlandcompany.com - 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker « Krystal M. Nelson - NM QB

WINTER PASTURE wanted in Cali-
fornia for yearlings. Large quantities.
541-823-2933.

Equipment

For Sale 30

SELL/BUY NEW HOLLAND BALE
WAGONS: H9870, BW38, 1089,
1069, 1037, 1033, self-propelled and
other pull-type models/parts/tires/
manuals. Finance, trade, deliver. 208-
880-2889. www.balewagon.com.

TANK COATINGS

ROOF COATINGS

Available for Metal,
Composition Shingles or Tar
Roofs. Long lasting and easy to
apply. We also manufacture
Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and
Mobile tanks.

Call for our

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

MAD AD
ONLY $2

MAD is a bold headline

centered & bold phone

number or contact. See
below example.

INEXPENSIVE & EFFECTIVE AD UPGRADES

BAB AD
ONLY $5

BAB is when all words
are bold & the entire ad is
boxed. See below
example.

GET A MAD AD TODAY!
This Bold Header and text
will get more attention!
Call today! 800-850-2769

BAB ADS ARE GREAT!
Get this Boxed & Bold ad,
and generate a buzz today!
Call today! 800-850-2769

Add a black & white picture for $10!

SPOT COLOR GETS ATTENTION FOR ONLY $15

B

Add a color picture for just !

¢SAALAISSVT)) 1104y SNOmN)

Irrigation 27

HDPE PIPE FOR RANCH
WATER SYSTEMS
Fair prices, good service,
rancher owned. Quantities up
to truckloads. Delivery available
throughout the West.

775-657-1815

Schools

GET THOROUGH
PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN?
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf
delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you
improve your business.
Learn more by working
with live animals under
expert supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.
Dept. WLJ + 641 W. Hwy 31 Ganett, KS 66032
785/448-3119
www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com
Over 100 years of
continuous service

o=

“Phone
- 0rder

SUBSCRIBETO
WLJ TODAY!

Call Moe
720-370-8275




Oklahoma State Univer-
sity’s (OSU) Rancher’s
Thursday Lunchtime Series
on Nov. 17 featured Mary
Drewnoski from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln,
who presented on feeding
baled crop residues to beef
cows as an alternative to

feeding normal hay crops. To
effectively feed cows through
the winter, producers should
understand the quality of the
forage they are feeding, how
it fits the cow’s nutrient re-
quirements and how it im-
pacts forage intake.

Crop residues like wheat

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

straw, cornstalks or soybean
residue are low-quality
roughages, with total digest-
ible nutrient (TDN) content
ranging from around 39% for
soybean residue to 45% for
wheat straw and cornstalks.
Protein levels are also very
low, at around 3-5%. Also, the

bottom end of the corn or
sorghum stalk is very low in
nutrient quality, so cows will
sort out most of this portion,
and intake will be very low.
Drewnoski stated that grain
sorghum residue is actually
higher in TDN content and
crude protein, with 52-55%

&) SALE REPORTS

SITZ ANGUS FALL BULL
SALE
Dec. 1, Harrison, MT
460 2-year-old bulls. . .$7,236
295 Commercial bred
heifers............... 3,576
163 Commercial bred
COWS ....ovvuernnnnns 2,938
Auctioneers: Roger Jacobs
& Joe Goggins

TOPS: Sitz Resilient 1299,
1/29/21 by Sitz Resilient 10208;
to Split Diamond Ranch, White-
hall, MT, $45,000. Sitz Threshold
9901, 2/18/21 by Musgrave 316
Exclusive; to Split Diamond
Ranch, Whitehall, MT, $42,500.
Sitz Domain 12371, 1/25/21 by
Sitz Logo 8148; to GENEX Beef,
Shawano, WI, $38,000. Sitz Stel-
lar 12251, 1/26/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Lunds B Bar Angus,
Wibaux, MT, $35,000. Sitz Stellar
12441, 1/23/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Harris Ranch, Killdeer,
ND, $19,000. Sitz Insignia
12031, 1/29/21 by Sitz Logo
8148; to Don Zimbleman, Ful-
lerton, ND, $19,000. Sitz Logo
11421, 2/4/21 by Sitz Logo 8148;
to Hamilton Angus, Baker City,
OR, $18,000. Sitz RLJ Stellar
10121, 2/17/21 by Sitz Stellar
726D; to Kenny Lee, Judith Gap,
MT, $17,000. Sitz Accomplish-
ment 10801, 2/13/21 by Sitz
Accomplishment 720F; to Gary
Romey, Hot Springs, SD,
$17,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

KG ANGUS RANCH ANNUAL
PRODUCTION SALE
Dec. 2, Three Forks, MT
211 2-year-old bulls. . .$6,229

161 Commercial bred
heifers............... 2,350
Auctioneers: Joe Goggins &

Greg Goggins
TOPS: KG Justified 1020,
1/24/21 by KG Justified 3023; to
Fortune’s Rafter U Cross, Quinn,
SD, $16,000. KG Cowboy Kind
1040, 1/25/21 by HA Cowboy
Kind 8157; to Stevenon’s Dia-

mond Dot, Hobson, MT, $16,000.
KG Justified 1085, 1/31/21 by
KG Justified 3023; to Dry Fork
Ranch, Kaycee, WY, $16,000.
KG Powerball 1286, 2/18/21 by
Sitz Powerball 737E; to Schelske
Angus Ranch, Virgil, SD,
$16,000. KG Cowboy Kind 1002,
1/18/21 by HA Cowboy Kind
8157; to Dry Fork Ranch, Kay-
cee, WY, $15,000. KG Cowboy
Kind 1042, 1/26/21 by HA Cow-
boy Kind 8157; to Kindred
Ranch, Oral, SD, $15,000. —
DEVIN MURNIN

CURRANT CREEK ANGUS
BULL SALE
Dec. 3, Roundup, MT

64Total bulls ........ $4,238

Auctioneer: Joe Goggins

TOPS: CCAR Cowboy Up
J399, 4/1/21 by VAR Cowboy Up
8273; to Seven Hangin Seven
Ranch, Grass Range, MT,
$8,000. CCAR Cowboy Up
J373, 4/22/21 by HT Cowboy Up
8130; to Rein Anchor Ranch,
Melville, MT, $6,750. CCAR Pay-
weight J324, 4/20/21 by WCF
Payweight 5228; to Seven Han-
gin Seven Ranch, Grass Range,
MT, $6,250. CCAR Payweight
J552, 4/24/21 by WCF Pay-
weight 5228; to Rein Anchor
Ranch, Melville, MT, $6,000.
CCAR Payweight J552, 4/28/21
by WCF Payweight J556; to
Seven Hangin Seven Ranch,
Grass Range, MT, $6,000.
CCAR VYeti J557, 4/26/21 by
CAR Yeti 805; to Sarrazin Ranch,
Livingston, MT, $6,000. —
DEVIN MURNIN

JACOBSEN RANCH
ANNUAL PRODUCTION
SALE
Dec. 5, Great Falls, MT

71 Salers/Optimizer bull
calves .............. $4,768
8 Angus bull calves. . . .3,094
296 Commercial bred
heifers............... 1,855
Auctioneer: Ty Thompson

TOPS: JSR Ferrari 2210,
3/16/22 by JSR Mr Mercedes
723; to TB Salers, Dante, SD,
$8,500. JSR Cosmic 2211,
3/16/22 by ECR Electron 712E
of 48T; to Hamilton Ranch, Deck-
er, MT, $8,250. JSR Cosmic 247,
2/27/22 by ECR Electron 712E
of 48T, to Fox Grape Farm, Big
Piney, VA, $8,250. JSR Cosmic
2218, 3/17/22 by ECR Electron
712E of 48T; to Smith Ranch,
Lodge Grass, MT, $8,000. JSR
Cosmic 2244, 3/22/22 by ECR
Electron 712E of 48T; to Two Dot
Ranch, Leadore, ID, $8,000.
JSR Cosmic 2157, 3/9/22 by
ECR Electron 712E of 48T; to
Star X Ranch, Baker, MT, $8,000.
— DEVIN MURNIN

REVERSE ROCKING R
Dec. 3, Maxwell, NM

133 Saletotal ........ $5,486
107 Total registered
bulls................. 5,462
26 Total registered
females.............. 5,586
4 Pregnancies ........ 6,137
16 Embryos ........... 606

TOPS—Bulls: RRR lllumi-
nati, 12/23/21 by HPCA Vercin-
getorix; to Stroud Farms, Pueblo,
CO, $44,000. RRR Grit, 11/10/21
by Poss Rawhide; to Amdahl
Angus, Piedmont, SD, $27,000.
RRR Hometown R0281, 3/19/21
by G A R Home Town; to Huwa
Cattle Co., Roggen, CO,
$17,000. RRR Hometown
R0261, 3/11/21 by G AR Home
Town; to Huwa Cattle Co., Rog-
gen, CO, $13,000. RRR Raw-
hide R7302, 12/20/21 by Poss
Rawhide; to McGill Ranch, Lara-
mie, WY, $13,000. RRR Raw-
hide R7272, 12/16/21 by Poss
Rawhide; to Daltons on the
Sycamore, Gretna, VA, $10,000.
RRR Up Stream R1811, 9/24/21
by PA Up Stream 001; to Adam
Zutavern, Dunning, NE, $10,000.
Open heifers: RRR Rudy Black-
cap R1652, 7/20/22 by Poss
Deadwood; to GMC Angus, Fra-

ziers Bottom, WV, $16,000. RRR
Erica Dianna R7082, 12/22/21
by HPCA Vercingetorix; to Stroud
Farms, Pueblo, CO, $14,500.
RRR Erica Dianna R7102,
12/20/21 by HPCA Vercingetorix;
to Stroud Farms, Pueblo, CO,
$14,500. RRR Rudy Blackcap
R1572, 7/13/22 by Poss Dead-
wood; to Huwa Cattle Co., Rog-
gen, CO, $14,000. RRR Isabel
R2272, 9/20/22 by Poss Dead-
wood; to George Simpson, Ha-
zelton, BC, $13,500. Bred cow:
CAM Sure Fire A8004, 8/28/18
by G AR Sure Fire, bred to Poss
Deadwood to calve 2/2/23; to
Scott Croftcheck, Grindstone,
PA, $10,000. — JIM GIES

BUYING

SELLING

TRADING
OFFERING

THE BULL PEN

Your BULL PEN ad will also be
added to the Classified Corral on-
line, where we get 7,500 viewers a
month. 3 weeks, $95 per insertion

* 6 weeks, $85 per insertion ¢

12 weeks, $75 per insertion for a
3.2"x 2" boxed ad. Call 800-850-
2769, email to advertising@wlj.net
or fax your copy to 303-722-0155.
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Feeding baled crop residues while wintering beef cows

TDN content and 5-7% crude
protein.

Grain sorghum residue
can meet the requirements
of a cow in late gestation, the
stage most of our spring-
calving cows are in from now
through mid-February, while
other residues from corn,
wheat or soybean harvests
will need significant supple-
mentation for these cows.

Hay baled from a failed
soybean crop is much higher
in quality than residues
baled after harvest. Soybean
hay often reaches 55% TDN
content and 14-20% crude
protein. It is key to capture
the soybean leafbecause that
is where the best nutrient
contentis, and the stems are
low in energy. Also, the pod
adds a lot of protein and en-
ergy as it fills because of the
high protein and oil content
of the soybean seeds. It is
very hard to dry down soy-
bean hay because of the
stems and pods, so Drewnos-
ki warns of the potential of
mold forming in the bales.

Drewnoski gave some final
comments:

¢ The residue bales should
be sampled for analysis to
determine the feeding value.
Atleast 15 to 20 bales should
be sampled from each field.

® Be aware of nitrate is-
sues in these residues and
test to ensure levels are be-
low toxic thresholds.

* Feeding waste will be an
issue.

* Feeding processed hay
and residue on the ground
can result in losses of up to
40%, so feeding in a bunk is
advisable.

* Open-bottom round bale
feeders can have up to 30%
waste; sheeted-bottom feed-
ers can reduce this to 20%.
Cone feeders reduce the
waste to less than 10%.

This webinar and other
archived webinars from this
series can be found on the
OSU Beef Extension website
at extension.okstate.edu. —
Paul Beck, OSU Exten-
sion beef nutrition spe-
cialist

Angus Bulls for Sale

Big, Stout and Range Ready

Priced for the Commercial Cowman

Private Treaty Sales

Performance Tested
Fertility Tested
DNA Enhanced EPD’s

BRUMFIELD
ANGUS RANCH
Wilsall, MT

kevin@brumfieldangusfarms.com
www.BrumfieldAngusFarms.com

Contact: Kevin Gallagher
512.634.6510

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service to our
advertisers. There is a minimum
advertising requirement to be eligible
to be listed in the Sale Calendar.
Contact your fieldman for more
information or to have your date
added to the Sale Calendar. We will
only run auction sale dates or private

treaty start dates.
ALL BREEDS

Dec. 12 — Northland, Female Sale,
Billings, MT
Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff, Bull
Sale, Red Bluff, CA

ANGUS

Dec. 14— Mitchell Angus, Dispersion
Sale, Burwell, NE

Dec. 14— Shipwheel Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Chinook, MT

Dec. 16 — Bobcat Angus, Production
Sale, Great Falls, MT

Jan. 12, 2023 — National Western
Foundation, Female Sale, Denver,
CcO

Jan. 19 — Thomas Angus Ranch,
Bull Sale, Cheyenne, WY

Jan. 24 — Huwa Cattle, Bull Sale,
Roggen, CO

Jan. 26 — Marcy Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Gordon, NE

Jan. 27 — McConnell Angus,
Production Sale, Dix, NE

Jan. 27 — Ruggles Angus, Production
Sale, McCook, NE

Jan. 28 — Baldridge Performance
Angus, Bull Sale, North Platte, NE
Jan. 30 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

HEREFORD

Jan. 16,2023 — Van Newkirk Herefords,
Production Sale, Oshkosh, NE

MAINE ANJOU

Jan. 14, 2023 — Western Elite,
Female Sale, Denver, CO

RED ANGUS

Dec. 12 — Cross Diamond Cattle
Co., Bull & Female Sale, Bertrand,
NE

Dec. 16 — 5L Red Angus, Bull Sale,

Sheridan, MT
SIMANGUS

Jan. 15 — National Western, Bull &
Female Sale, Denver, CO

Jan. 30 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

STABILIZER

Dec. 15 — Leachman Cattle of
Colorado, Bull Sale, San Saba, TX
Jan. 12,2023 — Leachman Cattle of
Colorado, Bull Sale, Fort Collins, CO
HORSE

Jan. 30,2023 — APEX Cattle, Bull &
Female Sale, Dannebrog, NE

SIMMENTAL

Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff,
Gelding Sale, Red Bluff, CA
DOG

Jan. 14, 2023 — Western Elite,
Female Sale, Denver, CO

Jan. 24-28, 2023 — Red Bluff, Stock
Dog Sale, Red Bluff, CA

Q@YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock producers,
WLJ's Youth Opportunities calendar
lists internship and scholarship
information for agricultural- and
livestock-focused students, listed by
application deadline. If you have an
internship or scholarship to announce,
please email it to editorial @wij.net.)

Dec. 15— The Red Angus Association
of America (RAAA) is hiring two
interns for the summer of 2023. The
communications intern will assist the
RAAA communications team, while
the marketing intern will focus on
conducting audits for the Feeder Calf
Certification Program. For application
details, visit redangus.org/careers.

COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events information
to ediitorial @wlj.net.)

Jan. 5-7, 2023 — The Oregon
Cattlemen’s Association is hosting its
annual convention at the Pendleton
Convention Center in Pendleton, OR.

To register, visit orcattle.com/annual-
convention-registration. Hotel
accommodations are at the Oxford
Suites or Best Western Pendleton Inn
and must be made by Dec. 14 to
receive the special rate.

Don't miss the chance to get the
industry's leading livestock publication.

A WLJ subscription includes these quality magazines:

Bull Buyer’s Guide, Commercial Cattle Issue & Properties Ranch and Farm
Rates apply to U.S. subscriptions only.

CARD NUMBER

(13 years $110 BEST BUY! [J2 years $85 []1 year $55
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Company
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WITH YOU ALL THE WAY

—AMERICAN NATIONAL IS WITH YOU ON THE RIDE HOME —

With a vast array of insurance products available, American National can help make sure you're
covered on that ride. Whether you own a cattle ranch or dairy farm, specialize in horses or sheep or
grow cash crops, the one-size-fits-all insurance policy isn’t the right way to protect your business.

Agribusiness operations are unique-we get it. Our agribusiness coverages can give you the AMER'CAN
flexibility to completely customize your business insurance in a way that will suit your needs best, NATIONAL”
leaving you free to move on down the road with no worries. And, even better, as multi-line agents,

our coverage options extend beyond farm and ranch to personal and family insurance needs, too. INSURANCE

We are with you all the way.

For more information, and to connect with a local American National
agent near you visit an.insure/wlj or call 800-899-6519.

Products and services may not be available in all states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements will apply. Life insurance and annuity products may be underwritten by American National | eC y, Gal , Texas. Property and casualty products and services may be
underwritten by American National Property And Casualty Company or American Mational General Insurance Company, both of Springfield, Missouri.
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