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"There have been no signs of
optimism in the livestock
markets in the last 30 days. In
fact, the situation has become
more acute with indications that
the situation might even get
worse before it gets better. The
weakness has again been most
pronounced in the cattle trade
and has been severe enough to
spread to other classes,” wrote
Bob Skau in the November 1953
WLJ market report.
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Feds propose changes to Northwest land uses

— Affects BLM, USFS
lands
The Biden administration said itis

Judge overturns
CO grazing permits

— About 65,000 acres
affected

An administrative law judge in
the Department of the Interior
overturned the Bureau of Land
Management'’s (BLM) decision to
issue grazing permits in Colora-
do’s San Luis Valley.

In a Nov. 12 order, Administra-
tive Law Judge Christopher D.
Prandoni ruled the BLM failed to
take “a hard look” at the environ-
mental impacts of grazing in Sa-
guache County, violating the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

The ruling comes following
BLM’s 2020 decisions to issue per-
mits for 24 allotments, which were
subsequently challenged by West-
ern Watersheds Project.

“We are encouraged that the
Department of the Interior’s inter-

nal courts saw through the weak
analysis on which these grazing
permitrenewals were based,” said
Delaney Rudy, Colorado director
for Western Watersheds Project.
“Permitting excessive numbers of
livestock on publicland opens the
door to detrimental impacts to
ecosystem health.”

Prandoniruled to grant Western
Watersheds Project’s motion for
summary judgment and denied
BLM'’s cross-motion for summary
judgment, setting aside the agen-
cy’s final decisions.

Background

BLM completed an environ-
mental assessment (EA) in 2019
for the San Luis Valley’s Pon-
chaVilla Zone, which comprises
about 65,000 acres of public land.
The zone includes 24 grazing

See COPERMITS onpage 8
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proposing changes in land uses for
publiclands from the California bor-
der to Washington to balance envi-
ronmental concerns and economic

opportunities. The proposed chang-
es cover lands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and U.S. Forest Service (USFS).

Bob Wick/BLM
BLM and USFS have proposed changes to public lands in the Northwest. Pictured here, King Range National Conservation
Area in Northern California.

BLM plan

BLM approved the Northwest
California Integrated Resource
Management Plan (RMP), guiding
the use of 382,000 acres of public
lands and 295,100 acres of federal
mineral estate across eight northern
California counties. The plan im-
pacts areas managed by the Arcata
and Redding field offices, spanning
Del Norte to Butte counties. It does
not include Headwaters Forest Re-
serve RMP, King Range National
Conservation Area RMP, California
Coastal National Monument RMP
or the Cascade-Siskiyou National
Monument RMP.

BLM considered multiple alterna-
tives but identified Alternative D as
its preferred plan for balancing re-
source use and ecological protec-
tion.

This alternative emphasizes rec-
reation, motorized and mechanized
travel, and livestock grazing while
safeguarding habitat connectivity
and ecological function. According
to the RMBP, it designates areas for
recreation, habitat preservation and
wilderness protection, including
four special recreation management

See NW PLANS on page 6

Turkey on Thanksgiving losing market share

— Declining supplies,
preferences

Thanksgiving, the second-largest
U.S. food holiday, has long been
defined by the tradition of a turkey
centerpiece on family tables. How-

ever, according to a recent CoBank

report, shifting consumer prefer-
ences, convenience trends and
supply challenges have castuncer-
tainty over the future of the tradi-
tion.

“Most consumers think about
cooking awhole turkey onlyonce a
year,” said Brian Earnest, animal
protein economist with CoBank.
“And even then, attention is in de-
cline. Other animal protein seg-
ments, like beefand pork, are taking
note of shifting consumer purchas-
ing behavior. They want in on the
Thanksgiving action, and consum-
ers are interested”’

CoBank said whole retail turkey

consumption during the 2023 hol-
idayseason hititslowest pointsince
1980, atjust4.04 pounds per capita.
While turkeys still dominate retail

advertisements ahead of Thanks-
giving, USDA's feature activity index
for keyweeks has sharply declined,
with frozen turkey promotions
down 36% from 2018.

The report noted these figures
exclude no-price promotions like
“buy one, get one” offers or deals
tied to spending thresholds, as well
as the growing popularity of pre-
pared Thanksgiving entrees. Holi-
day promotions heavily influence
what shoppers purchase, with
Thanksgiving showcasing the pop-
ular loss-leader strategy to boost
foot traffic. Retailers often price
turkeys very low—or even offer
them for free—expecting sales of
other Thanksgiving meal essentials
to offset their losses.

Fresh whole turkeys were fea-
tured at an average discounted
price of $1.48/pound two weeks
before Thanksgiving, up from
$1.27/Ib. during the same period
lastyear, accordingto Circana data.
The most popular sizes, 10-15 Ibs.
and 16-24 lbs., averaged $1.34/1b.,
compared to $1-1.10 last year,

which excludes further discounts
or free turkey offers.

Turkey promotions accounted
for 11.9% of all protein ads, tripling
from a week earlier, with frozen
whole turkeys making up half of the
ads. Despite increased promotion-
al activity, lackluster demand has
kept wholesale turkey prices stag-
nant, with Expana’s 16-20-1b. tom
turkey quotation at $1.07/1b., down
18 cents from last year and well
below the record highs of 2022.

Asretailers prepared for Thanks-
giving features in January, turkey
inventories were projected at their
lowest levels in four decades, sig-
nalingreduced availability for 2024.
The animal protein industry con-
tinuesto face challenges, including
high operating costs, labor short-
ages, regulatory pressures and dis-
ease outbreaks, CoBank noted.

Despite lower placement num-
bers suggesting a significant de-
cline in turkey availability, cold
storage inventories of whole tur-
keys peaked in September at 246

See TURKEY TRENDS on page 11
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would show consistency from consumers,” wrote ShayLe
Stewart, DTN livestock analyst, in her midday Thursday

Cash trade for the week through Thursday afternoon to- | sz
taled about 12,000 head. Live steers sold from $184.50-185, | s
and dressed steers sold from $288-290. St

“Trade could develop this afternoon, but it's just as likely | 5
that trade could be delayed until Friday as packers and | 2
feedlot managers again will go toe-to-toe thisweek,” Stewart | =

Cash trade for the week ending Nov. 10 totaled 74,093

Preparations for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday drove the market
higher, although cash trade was hesitant ahead of the anticipated Cattle

Live cattle futures gained a couple of dollars over the week, with the
December contract up $2.65 to $185.60 and the February contract up

“Itis afundamental improvement to see boxed beef prices higher, but
before traders can find much stability in that price direction change, they
need to see multiple days of stronger boxed beef prices which

Futures climb ahead of Thanksgiving demand

head. Live steers averaged $184.81, and dressed steers averaged $290.97.
The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week of
Nov. 11-18 was the following on a live basis:

« Negotiated purchases: $184.87.

« Formula net purchases: $191.84.
« Forward contract net purchases: $189.13.
» Negotiated grid net purchases: $194.68.

On a dressed basis:
» Negotiated purchases:
$290.61.
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Thankful

ssues surrounding beef
I cattle production in the

U.S. have been a line-
drawing situation for quite some
time now. In fact, certain key is-
sues have been the uprising for
more industry groups that, quite
frankly, choose to argue from the
opposite side no matter what the
situation is. Industry infighting
has reduced the level of success
on major issues, especially when the political environ-
ment wasn't in ag’s favor over the last several years.

When WLJ develops editorial content and releases ar-
ticles on various topics, we have noticed a major shift in
the needs of our readership. There are a number of key
issues for operational long-term success that need to
have major support from all groups. Unification has be-
come a major buzzword in our industry for the last sever-
al months. Without question, we need to be unified on
major fronts.

While we are currently seeing a new administration
being named and the repositioning in D.C. is underway,
we can look across the globe and see that these issues are
not justa U.S. issue—they are a global issue. Last week,
farmers in the United Kingdom (UK) gathered in protest
for the very issue that we deal with in the U.S. With each
generation that strays away from agriculture, politicians’
understanding of the accounting, processes, operational
viability and year-to-year management becomes harder
and harder to explain. While most ranches can show a
strong asset balance, much of the time, cash levels re-
main low in relation to the asset level. Most in-city busi-
nesses will show the exact opposite.

The UK’s Labour Party, historically known as ag friend-
ly, turned their back on the farming population and tar-
geted farming operations’ succession taxes as a way to
help balance the country’s budgetary gaps. After a land-
slide victory in the UK’s general election in July, the Par-
liament flipped from the Conservative Party’s majority
rule to the Labour Party. The UK has also seen runaway
inflation and financial woes for the country’s budget. In
an effort to balance the budget, UK Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Rachel Reeves announced plans to incorporate
an inheritance tax on farms worth more than $1.27 mil-
lion when converted to U.S. dollars. Thinking of the aver-
age WLjreader who runs over 16,000-acre operations, it
wouldn’t take much to reach that level if the same legisla-
tion were proposed domestically. This new announce-
ment brings in nearly 66% of operations currently in pro-
duction in the country.

Since 1992, the Agricultural Property Relief Act was in-
stated and farmers in the UK became exempt from an in-
heritance tax. Now, this scheme is sunsetting and the re-
cent announcement says that in April 2026, farms will
become subject to a 20% tax upon inheritance of an op-
eration. In response, thousands of farmers gathered at
Parliament to protest the announcement saying asset-
rich but cash-poor operations will have to sell land to pay
the tax liability the Labour Party is planning to imple-
ment.

A statement released by the chancellor and Secretary
of State for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs Steve
Reed said, “But with public services crumbling and a $22
billion fiscal hole that this government inherited, we
have taken difficult decisions. The reforms to Agriculture
Property Relief ensure that wealthier estates and the
most valuable farms pay their fair share to invest in our
schools and health services that farmers and families in
rural communities rely on.” This statement shows the di-
rect target UK’s farmers are under. Quite frankly, this
doesn’t have a good outlook. A major word in courts, de-
velopment and issues is “precedence.” Once precedence
is established, it’s hard to revert back. These farmers are
going to have a major uphill battle.

Bringing the issue back to the U.S,, our industry groups
have been working on this same topic for decades. Gov-
ernment wants its tax dollars, and the populations con-
tinue to fight back. Industry groups in the U.S. have all
voiced unanimous support on this front but have yet to
set aside other issues to fight for one major cause. The
WLJ readership has made it very clear this is one of, if not
the largest, issues on the minds of producers. We must be
unified when it comes to issues and know how to work
together before we end up in the same situation as the
UK farmers. Fortunately, the names surfacing as Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump'’s pick as the secretary of Ag all
appear friendly to our cause, but relaxation on this front
isn’tin our best interest. This will be a key component for
us all to watch, especially as the new administration at-
tempts to tackle the current national deficit.

Lastly, we would like to wish all our readers a safe and
happy Thanksgiving! It's a wonderful time to reflect on
the good things we have in life and the opportunity to ap-
preciate the blessings we all have. I am so thankful for the
continued faith of our readership and supporters of WLJ.
It truly means everything to us all that you look to the
staff and writers at WLJ for information and guidance. —
LOGAN IPSEN

IPSEN

UNITED

WE STAND

with Karen Budd-Falen

This new monthly column highlights
the common ground in the livestock
industry, uniting us around the
issues that impact us all.

hen most people
think of “public
land grazing,’ they

think about grazing cattle and
sheep thatare used for the bet-
termentofour economy, range
health and food supply. Thatis
also what Congress thought
whenitpassed the Taylor Graz-
ing Act (TGA). However, the
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and the American Prai-
rie (AP), a group using public
lands to create the “one of the
largest nature preserves in the
United States,” do not fit what

Congressintended in the TGA.

Congress passed the TGA
“to stop injury to the public
grazing lands by preventing
overgrazing and soil deteriora-
tion, to provide for their or-
derly use, improvement, and
development, [and] to stabilize
the livestock industry depen-
dentupontherange’ The 1934
actwas to counter the “tragedy
of the commons,” which theo-
rizes that unfettered access to
afinite resource, such as open,
unappropriated lands in the
West, will cause those lands to
be overused and may end up
destroying them.

Because of the vast amount
of open, unappropriated land
in the West, Congress passed
the TGA. This directed the pre-
decessor of the BLM to orga-
nize advisory boards of local
ranchers (my grandfather
called them the “Taylor grazing
boys”) to grant preference
rights and grazing permits to
local stockmenwho: 1) owned
base property which was land
orwater rights which could be
used by their livestock when
they were not grazing on the
publiclands, 2) had been graz-
ing their livestock on the lands
for the prior five years and 3)
werelivingin thelocal areaand
contributing to the economy.

To implement this concept,

the BLM regulations provide
that “grazing permits and leas-
es authorize use on the public
lands. .. that are designated in
land use plans as available for
livestock grazing” The BLM
defines “livestock” as “species
of domestic livestock—cattle,
sheep, horses, burros, and
goats” Seems pretty simple—
but now Montana’s AP has
entered the picture.

To reach AP’s goal, their bi-
ologists have determined that
a mixed-grass prairie would
need to be approximately 3.2
million acres (5,000 square
miles) to be a fully functioning
ecosystem for bison. Thus, AP
proposes to purchase approxi-
mately 700,000 acres of private
lands that it will “stitch togeth-
er” with millions of acres of
public lands that will end up
being roughly the size of Con-
necticut.

It is the elimination of live-
stock from millions of acres of
BLM lands that concerns the
ranchers. First, these lands are
governed by the TGA, whose
purpose was to stabilize the
livestock industry, not elimi-
nate the livestock industry in
eastern Montana by turning
grazing allotments into a wild-
life preserve.

Second, certainly there are
ranchers who raise bison as

livestock for meat consump-
tion. In 2023, the sale of bison
meatwasa $13.81billion dollar
industry. But that is not what
we are talking about with AP.
Rather, theirgoalisto eliminate
livestock grazing on vast areas
of public lands, eliminate the
fencing and other range im-
provements that ensure these
public lands are protected
from overuse and trample the
purpose of the TGA.

This is clearly not a com-
plaint about ranchers who
raise bison, but if the goal is to
comply with the TGA, then
creating a “nature reserve” out
of BLM allotments in eastern
Montana is outside the law.

The grant of BLM grazing
permits should continue to be
reserved for those who are us-
ing the allotments for contin-
ued improvement of our econ-
omy, range health and food
supply—not to end livestock
grazing in eastern Montana.
— Karen Budd-Falen, Chey-
enne, WY

(Karen Budd-Falen owns
Budd-Falen Law Offices LLC
with her husband, Frank
Falen. Karen mainly repre-
sents private property own-
ers, ranching and farming
organizations, andlocal gov-
ernments.)

GOVERNMENT,

SCIENCE AND BIAS

@ RESOURCE SCIENCE

Many wildlife issues are controversial: endangered species,
spotted owls, wolves, grizzly bears, lynx, wolverines, sage grouse,
jumping mice and many others. If you try to graze livestock, cut
timber, mine minerals or drill for oil and gas, environmental groups
and government agencies often try to stop you by claiming pos-
sible impacts on wildlife. Environmental groups have made an
industry of stopping natural resource use by suing in court, but
government agencies are supposed to manage, not obstruct, re-

source use and agriculture.

Science should be used to manage wildlife and often itis. State
fish and game departments use science to setand enforce hunting
seasons and harvest limits, control problem animals and monitor
diseases like chronic wasting disease. Unfortunately, government
scienceis sometimes biased and selectively uses science by ignor-
ing or unfairly dismissing science that supports the multiple use
of developing natural resources and maintaining wildlife popula-
tions. An example is caribou in the Alaska North Slope oil fields. I
wrote about the Central Arctic caribou herd in the northern
Alaska Prudhoe Bay and Milne Point oil fields previously (WLJ,
July2019). The herd has varied in numbers and grown overall since
the oil fields were built in the 1970s (see the References at wlj.net).
Government biologists reported that caribou avoid the oil field
roads and facilities during the calving period in early to mid-June,
although this is not always the case.

Several studies show caribou do not avoid roads and facilities
during the post-calving period in late June to early August when
the calves can follow their mothers. There is abundant evidence
and photos of caribou congregating on roads and gravel pads dur-
ing the post calving period. However, in 2020, federal biologists
used GPS satellite collars on caribou, considered different post-
calving time periods, and claimed that caribou avoid roads by 1 to
2kilometers (0.6 to 1.2 miles) during the post-calving period. These
biologists said that the previous studies were inaccurate in finding
that caribou do not avoid roads and facilities.

This criticism of the researchers’ work is not warranted for sev-
eralreasons. First, photos of caribou and published research show
definitively that caribou do occur on the oil field roads and facilities.
Second, the new research used 56 cow caribou with satellite GPS
collars and complicated computer models, while the previous
researchers used simple observations from aircraft of 77,833 bull
and cow caribou from 1990-95 in the Prudhoe Bay oil field and
25,751 bull and cow caribou from 1991-2001 in the Milne Point oil
field. This included observations of 4,767 caribou on one day in

the Milne Point oil field (20% of the cows in the herd) and 13,058
caribou on one day in the Prudhoe Bay oil field (65% of the cows
inthe herd. In contrast, the 56 cows in the new research represent
lessthan 1% (0.33%) of the cowsin the herd. The previous research-
ers observed a much larger proportion of the caribou herd than
did the 2020 study. Common sense, the photos of caribou onroads
and facilities and a large proportion of the herd observed in aerial
surveys indicate the prior reports that caribou do not avoid the oil
field roads and facilities during the post-calving period are accurate.

Third, the 2020 researchers captured caribou with helicopter-
mounted net guns to install the GPS collars while the earlier aeri-
al surveys were without capture or harassment of the animals. I
think the capture process might have made the caribou afraid of
humans and contributed to the finding of avoidance of roads and
facilities. Fourth, a recent study supported the first researchers’
results and reported that caribou did not avoid oil field roads and
facilities during the post-calving period. Fifth, GPS collars can be
aburden that negatively impact female caribou health, reproduc-

tion and behavior.

Modern technologies of GPS satellite telemetry and modeling
used for a small number of animals provide limited information.
The direct observations of large numbers of animals provide bet-
ter information and should not be dismissed by government sci-

entists as inaccurate.

Does the government science of the 2020 researchers reflect
bias, perhaps to restrict future oil and gas development? I don’t
know the intentions of the paper’s authors; they probably believe
their data are more accurate than the previous. But their criticism
of the earlier researchers is biased in the sense that they claim the
modern technology with GPS collars and modeling with small
numbers of animals is more accurate than the straightforward
observation of much larger numbers of animals in the oil fields. I
submitted a response to the researchers to three peer-reviewed
scientific journals and was rejected by all of them. This supports
the insight of the well-known African biologist Allan Savory, that
reliance on only science in peer-reviewed publications stifles
original thinking and diminishes the quality of science. — Dr. Matt

Cronin

(Matt Cronin is a biologist with Northwest Biology and For-
estry Company LLC in Bozeman, M1, croninm@aol.com. He
was a research professor at the University of Alaska. A full list
of references can be found at wlj.net.)
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BLACK ANGUS FRIDAY

12PM MST at the Ranch
Three Forks, Montana

250 coMING 2-YR-OLD BULLS 120 COMMERCIAL BRED HEIFERS

Kt Lppatse 3003 7 Cowhag find 3018 7 Cowhoy fnd 3024
— e : _

=8 Lot |

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP SW SM I‘:'D BW WW YW Milk sc HP SW SsSM CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP sSW sm
+5 | +1 | +B6 |+139 | +24 | +2.20 | +15.3 | +B3 | +67 +#10 | +0 | +73 |+128| +31 | +1.33 | +14.2 | +BO | +B3 +15 |-3.0| +70 | +131 | +42 | +1.50 | +18.5 | +89 | +95

AAA: 20869182 AAA:20869202 AAA: 20869207

SIRE: SITZ Impulse 752) SIRE: HA Cowboy Kind 8157 SIRE: HA Cowboy Kind 8157

MGS: HA Cowboy Kind 8157 MGS: KG Justified 3023 MGS: KG Justified 3023

M7 [ogo 3034 MG Fuitied 3049 V<, 3066
F Jedlged 00 . Ml Gl ace 2008

Sy
o

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP SW SM CED BW WW . Milk SC HP 5 SM CED BW WW YW Mik SC HP SW SM
+9 [+15 | +78 |+144 | +22 | +85 | +12.3 | +68 | +58 +2 |+26| +8B | +151 | +16 |+196 | +155 | +69 | +74 +17 | -2.4| +61 | +118 | +40 | +1.32 | +20.5 | +76 | +95

AAA:20868797 AAA:20869216 AAA: 20868813
SIRE: JCH Logo 0193 SIRE: KG Justified 3023 SIRE: KG Just Cause
MGS: HA Cowboy Kind 8157 MGS: KG Premium Asset 7161 MGS: Sitz Powerball 737E

Kt [ogo 3077

P

Ko Oppofandly 3176 K7 [rcenfive 3207

CED BW WW YW Milk SC | HP | SW  SM CED (BW |WW YW Mik SC HP  SW SM
+14 [-2.4 | +83 [+140 | +26 | +98 | +19.0 | +87 | +76 +5 | +16 | +78 | +#131 | +34 |+179| +159 | +84 | +74

AAA: 20869151 AAA:20869234 AAA: 20877023

SIRE: JCH Logo 0193 SIRE: HA Opportunity H695 SIRE: SITZ Incentive 704H
MGS: HA Cowboy Kind 8157 MGS: SITZ Response 405C MGS: HA Double 07 5007

7V  [RGRanch

RON FRYE MARKETING

%

\

=

www.RonFryeMarketing.com Three For&s, Montana m'm
406-600-7514 Call. Text. Email. Paul & Kaye Doddridge - Owners 406-285-3660 W
Ronfryemarketing@gmail.com & SLA-TV(d1sh997)

Cody Jackson - General Manager 406-580-7366
Scott Clarke - Cattle Operations 406-580-7666
Greg Strohecker - Consultant 406-580-3660

WWW.KGRANCH.COM



Many people add such sup-
plements as vitamins, miner-
als, probiotics and botanicals
to their diet for a variety of rea-
sons, but often itis to maintain
or improve their health.

Feed additives are also in-
corporated in cattle diets with
a similar end goal, say the ex-
perts at the Kansas State (K-
State) University’s Beef Cattle
Institute.

Speaking on arecent “Cattle
Chat” podcast, the experts said
that adding an ionophore to
the cow’s diet is beneficial for
herfeed efficiency. lonophores
are antibiotics that target bac-
teria and protozoa in the ru-
men.

“Ionophores change the ru-
men microbial population, so

NOVEMBER 25, 2024

the animal hasamore efficient
fermentation of carbohydrates,
and that helps improve the
feed efficiency of those ani-
mals,” K-State beef cattle nutri-
tionist Phillip Lancaster said.

When beef producers con-
sider incorporating iono-
phores, more typically theyare
added to the rations of feeder
calves, Lancaster said, adding
thatitdoes have some benefits
for cows that are being fed a
grain mixin the winter months
to maintain or increase their
body condition.

“Ifyou are already feeding a
grain and protein mix, then
adding ionophores makes
sense because it will increase
the feed efficiency,” Lancaster
said.

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Strategy for increasing feed efficiency for cows

He added thatproducers are
adding an expense to the bud-
getwhenthey offer grain tothe
cows, so feeding ionophores
can maximize the value of the
investment.

However, for producers
whose cows are in good body
condition, they likely won’t
need to be supplemented with
grain and therefore feeding an
ionophore may incur addi-
tional expense, according to
Lancaster.

“Because of the cost of this
supplement, the benefit of
feedingtheionophore maynot
outweigh the costfor cowswho
don’t otherwise need to be fed
a grain mix,’ Lancaster said.

For producers who opt to
incorporate ionophores into

the diet, K-State veterinarian
Brian Lubbers cautions them
to make sure they are feeling
the appropriate amount due to
the health implications of over-
consumption.

“There are toxicity issues
with ionophores and if cattle
get too much it can kill them,
so make sure if you are adding
them to the grain mix on the
farm or have that batch pre-
pared at the feed mill that the
rightamount ofionophoresare
included,” Lubbers said. “Be-
cause if you get off a decimal
place when calculating the
amount, it can have drastic
consequences.’

He also had an additional
caution for beef cattle produc-
ers who maintain horses.
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“Horses are extremely sensi-
tive to the toxic effects of an
ionophore; even the amount
that is safe for cattle will kill
horses,” Lubbers said. “While

deaths relating to ionophores
are rare, when they happen,
they can be significant to that
operation.” — K-State Re-
search and Extension

Producers share their
journeys in the industry

“It was almost like a seven-
year internship where we got
to make the decisions. We got
to make mistakes and figure
out what we were doing,” said
Lydia Yon about her early ex-
periencesin the cattleindustry.

Yonwas onapanel as part of
a live recording of the “Brand
and Barb Wire” podcast mod-
erated by Jim Johnson during
the 2024 Beef Improvement
Federation (BIF) Symposium
June 10 in Knoxville, TN. The
panel also featured her hus-
band, Kevin Yon; Kristian
Rennert; Brandon Cutrer and
Keaton Dodd.

The panelists shared their
diverse experiences and
unique pathstheytookto build
their successful ranching op-
erations, offering insights and
inspiration for young produc-
ers attending the BIF Sympo-
sium. Each panelist brought a
different perspective while
highlighting the importance of
perseverance, innovation and
community within the beef
industry.

Rennert, who operates
Rennert Ranch in Elm Creek,
NE, talked about his humble
beginnings. “We just did what
we could afford,” he said. “We
didn’t have endless budgets”

He continually talked about
starting small and gradually
scalingup, a strategy that many
young producers can relate to.
He also touched on how his
background in animal science
and his work with breed asso-
ciations helped equip himwith
the knowledge that has al-
lowed him to be successful
today.

Rennert also explained the
challenges of ranching. “It’s
been a ride. It hasn’t always
been easy butit'sbeen fun. And
it'salways challenging,” he said.
He highlighted the reality that
ranching can be a demanding
career, but it is also deeply ful-
filling.

Lydia and Kevin Yon own
Yon Family Farms in Ridge
Spring, SC, and shared their
experiences of building their
operation from the ground up
as first-generation cattle pro-

ducers. The Yons started by
managing a small Angus farm
for seven years before they be-
gan their own operation. They
emphasized theimportance of
experiences and how influen-
tial they can be. The Yons' initial
herd was acquired from a dis-
persal sale. They have grown
that herd into a successful op-
eration with a strong focus on
family involvement and a pas-
sion for the cattle industry.
“We're very thankful to be part
of this industry,” Lydia said.

Brandon Cutrer and Keaton
Dodd of BRC Ranch in Boling,
TX, touched on their approach
to ranching, which combines
traditional practices with mod-
ern marketing strategies. BRC
Ranch was started in 2019 and
isknown for its purebred Brah-
man cattle.

“We market to domestic
commercial cattlemen here
along the Gulf Coast. We also
market to kids showing heifers
aswellasseedstock producers,’
Cutrer said. Their multifaceted
approach has allowed BRC
Ranch to reach a wide variety
of customers.

Brandon and his wife, Ra-
chel, work together to advance
their operation. “Rachel and I
met at a Brahman show. I grew
up in south Mississippiand she
comes from a generational
family,” Cutrer shared. The
couple has deep ties to the ag-
ricultural industry which has
been integral to their success as
aranching operation.

The panel discussion was
part of the Young Producers
Symposium at BIF and pro-
vided an opportunity for the
panelists to share their jour-
neys, challenges, and success-
es. Each panelist highlighted
the importance of hard work,
continuous learning and dedi-
cation to build a successful op-
eration.

To watch the full panel, visit
youtu.be/oOkpv6cjUmO. For
more information about this
year’s Symposium and BIF,
including additional
presentations and award
winners, visit BIFSymposium.
com. — BIF
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Three recentresearch stud-
ies published in the peer-re-
viewed, scientific journal Nu-
trients add to a growing body
of evidence reinforcing the
important role beef plays in
closing nutrient gaps for vul-
nerable populations such as
adolescence, pregnancy and
aging adults.

Each study analyzed the
National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey
(NHANES), a large dataset
gathered from a comprehen-
sive, nationally representative
survey of Americans, to assess
beef intake and the contribu-
tion of nutrients from beef-
containing diets.

“Our analysis shows that
people atvarious life stages—
adolescents, pregnant and
lactating women and older
adults—who eat about 2
ounces of beef a day, on aver-
age, consume more essential
nutrients in their meals, help-

ing them better achieve over-
all nutrient adequacy,” said
Victor Fulgoni III, PhD, lead
study author. “Meals with
nutrient-dense beef may help
improve health by delivering
critical nutrients that support
key life milestones”

Adolescents

Adolescenceis a critical life
stage with increased nutrient
needs for optimal growth and
development. A combination
of greater nutrient require-
ments and a decrease in diet
quality in this life stage leads
to nutrient gaps and deficien-
cies, creating a public health
concern.

The 2020-2025 Dietary
Guidelines for Americans
state the constellation of nu-
trients lacking in adolescents’
diets puts them at greater nu-
tritional risk during rapid
growth and development, the
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Eating beef can help close nutrient gaps at key life stages

onset of puberty, menarche
and hormonal changes. Ado-
lescent females are at greater
risk for nutrient inadequacy,
such as iron deficiency which
can lead to anemia.

Beef’s nutrients, such as
protein, zinc, B vitamins and
iron are essential nutrients
needed for proper adolescent
development. Based on this
analysis, adolescents who
regularly eat meals with beef
are more likely to meet daily
recommendations for essen-
tial nutrients and have alower
prevalence for nutrient inad-
equacies.

The researchers found that
adolescent beef consumers
with an average beef con-
sumption of as little as 1.7 oz.
per day had upwards of 15%
more intake of calcium, iron,
phosphorus, selenium, sodi-
um, choline, vitamin B12 and
zinc than adolescents who do
not regularly consume beef.

Pregnant, lactating
women

The importance of proper
nutrition in supporting ma-
ternal and child health
through pregnancyandlacta-
tion cannot be overstated.
About 95% or more of preg-
nant and lactating women
who eat beef have adequate
intakes and meetnutrientrec-
ommendations of zinc, cal-
cium, vitamin B12, protein,
riboflavin, iron and niacin; yet
many pregnant and lactating
women who do not regularly
eat beef are inadequate in
these nutrients.

For example, based on this
analysis, itis estimated thatan
additional 830,000 pregnant
and lactating women would
no longer have inadequate
intakes for zinc if they incor-
porated as little as 1.74 oz. of
beefinto their daily diet.
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Older adults

A significant proportion of
older U.S. adults consume less
than the recommended
amounts of key nutrients each
day, which can have health
consequences. This study
found older adults who con-
sume beef have improved in-
take of 12 nutrients, including
nutrients often lacking in this
population, protein and vita-
min B12.

The research indicates a
higher proportion of this age
group would meet nutrient
recommendations for protein
and vitamin B12, and other
essential nutrients by eating
about 2 oz. of beef per day in
their diet.

Key nutrients

The research reflects that
eating meals with beef im-
proved intake of key nutrients

inthe dietwithin these vulner-
able life stages and helped a
greater percentage of the pop-
ulation meet nutrientadequa-
cyfor calcium, iron, zinc, thia-
min, riboflavin, protein and
vitamin B12.

“Beefnourishes Americans’
health at every life stage, with
its unique combination of
high-quality protein, iron,
zinc, choline, and B vitamins.
Americans cite beef as one of
their top protein choices, with
82% identifying beef as a great
source of protein,” explained
Dr. Shalene McNeill, executive
director of nutrition science,
health and wellness.

Thisresearchwas funded by
the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association (NCBA), a con-
tractor to the Beef Checkoff.
NCBA was not involved in the
study design, data collection
and analysis, or publication of
the findings. — South Dakota
Beef Industry Council
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The National Western
Stock Show (NWSS) and the
Friends of the National West-
ern are proud to announce
that the 2025 Red Meat Club
Dinnerwill honor two excep-
tional long-time volunteers,
Anni Bengtson and John
Hiemer, with the prestigious
Friend of the National West-
ern award. Their combined
service of over 40 years has
made an immeasurable im-
pactonthe NWSS, its mission
and the community it serves.

The award will be present-
ed at the exclusive Red Meat
Club Dinner, Jan. 16, 2025, in
Denver, CO. The dinner, an
annual tradition, serves asan
occasion to celebrate the tire-
less dedication of volunteers
who contribute to the success
of the NWSS.

AnniBengtson

Anni Bengtson has volun-
teered at the NWSS for an
incredible 32 years. From her
early childhood visits to her
grandparents’ farm in Min-
nesota, Anni developed a
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love for agriculture that has
flourished throughout her
volunteer career. After retir-
ing in 1999, she made the
Stock Show a daily commit-
ment, volunteering in many
service areas, as well as vol-
unteer leadership.

Anni served as the Coors
western art coordinator for
many years, overseeing an
exhibit that supports the NW
Scholarship Trust. She con-
tinues to volunteer at the Red
Carpet Reception, one of her
favorite annual highlights.

“Never, in my wildest
dreams, would I have imag-
inedreceiving such an honor
for doing somethingIlove so
much,” Anni said. “Thank
you to the Red Meat Club for
this incredible recognition.”

John Hiemer

Hiemer'’s roots in agricul-
ture and his dedication to
service have been a lifelong
passion. After attending the
Stock Show for many years,
he began volunteering in
2013, eventually serving on
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Friends of the NWSS honors two long-time volunteers

the Volunteer Committee,
including two years as the
chairperson. John has volun-
teered in multiple service
areas, including the equine
and gator areas, and contin-
ues to advocate for agricul-
tural education, especially for
schoolchildren learning
about where their food
comes from. His volun-
teerism has been key to the
Stock Show’s success, and his
dedication to teaching the
next generation about agri-
culture remains a driving
force behind his work.

“I want to ensure that we
keep the Western lifestyle
alive and educate youth
aboutagriculture,” John said.
“Through events like Boots
and Business, Citizen of the
Westand the Junior Livestock
Auction, we're making a dif-
ference, ensuring that future
generations will carry the
torch for agriculture”

Honoring a shared
commitment
The combined legacies of

Anni and John highlight the
enduring importance of the
NWSSnotonlyasashowcase
for livestock and agricultural
excellence but also as a vital
educational platform for the
community. Their tireless
volunteerism and dedication
toensuring that the nextgen-
eration understands the val-
ue of agriculture and the
western way of life serve as a
model for others.

The Friends of the Nation-
al Western award dinner is
Jan. 16, 2025, at the National
Western Club in Denver.
Tickets are $60 with happy
hour beginning at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by a prime rib din-
ner at 6:30 p.m. The evening
will also include a special
guest speaker presentation
by Trey Wasserburger, owner
and operator of TD Angus, an
innovative and progressive
seedstock operation in North
Platte, NE. For tickets and
more information please call
303-295-6124. Space is lim-
ited, and tickets are available
on a first-come, first-served
basis. — NWSS

Plus! 30 Coming Two-Year-0Id Bulls from Arrowsmith Red Angus 402-760-0307
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BLMplanincludes
188,700 acres for grazing

NW PLANS

(frompage 1)

areas, eight extensive recre-
ation management areas,
and 26 areas of critical envi-
ronmental concern (ACEC).
The plan also identifies eli-
gible river segments for in-
clusion in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

The RMP incorporates
strategies for vegetation
management to promote
ecosystem resilience and
mitigate disturbances such
as wildfires. The strategies
include livestock grazing;
the RMP outlines that
188,700 acres will be avail-
able for livestock grazing,
with 67,898 acres currently
designated as active, pend-
ing or vacant allotments.

To evaluate grazing on
lands outside these allot-
ments, BLM will adhere to
established policies and
management directives tied
to any overlapping special
designations to assess suit-
abilityfornewallotments. A
total of 193,600 acres, in-
cluding several ACECs and
wilderness areas, will only
be available for grazing
where pre-existing leases
were established before
those designations.

The approved RMP and
record of decision comes
after the agency began the
scoping process in Septem-
ber 2022 and held outreach
meetings with the public,
Tribes andlocal agencies. A
copy of the RMP can be
found at tinyurl.com/
mvth6368, and any ques-
tions can be addressed to
the BLM Arcata Field Office
at707-825-2300 or the BLM
Redding Field Office at 530-
224-2100.

USFS plan

USES is inviting public
input on a proposed
amendment to land man-
agement plans for national
forests within the North-
west Forest Plan (NWEP)
area, covering Northern
California, Oregon and
Washington.

The amendment aims to
update portions of 17 na-
tional forest plans to en-
hance the agency’s ability to
fulfill the original goals of
the 1994 NWFP. These in-
clude conserving mature
and old-growth ecosys-
tems, protecting habitat for
the northern spotted owl
and other species, safe-
guardingriparian areas and
water resources, and ensur-
ing a sustainable supply of

timber and non-timber for-
est products.

The draft environmental
impact statement proposes
four alternatives, ranging
from the no-action alterna-
tive of maintaining the 1994
NWEP to three action alter-
natives, including the pro-
posed action.

The proposed action un-
der Alternative B is orga-
nized around themes such
as Tribal inclusion, forest
stewardship, fire resilience,
climate and ecosystem in-
tegrity, and economic op-
portunities for sustainable
communities. A key feature
of the alternative is a new
approach to Tribal inclu-
sion, moving beyond con-
sultation to integrate Indig-
enous knowledge into deci-
sion-making. This ap-
proach seeks to expand
co-stewardship opportuni-
ties with Tribes on USES
lands, addressing Tribal
needs while aligning with
forest management goals
and trust responsibilities.

Fireresilience is a signifi-
cant focus of Alternative B,
aiming to reduce wildfire
risks in areas near commu-
nities and infrastructure.
The plan prioritizes site-
specific fire management
strategies to protect people,
property and critical infra-
structure. It also acknowl-
edges the role of non-forest-
ed areas, such as meadows
and woodlands, in support-
ing fire resilience while en-
dorsing wildland fire as a
management tool where
appropriate. Grazing is not
expected to be affected un-
der Alternative B as it pri-
marily occurs west of the
Cascade Range and is rela-
tively limited in the NWEP.

Further, Alternative B in-
cludes updates to sustain
forest benefits essential to
people and communities,
such as cultural heritage,
traditional practices and
economic opportunities. By
fostering collaboration with
local governments, busi-
nesses and Tribes, the plan
seeks to strengthen work-
force capacity, improve tim-
berharvest consistency and
enhance forest restoration
projects that benefit local
economies and livelihoods.

Documents can be
viewed, and comments can
be made at tinyurl.com/
ycyx5szp. USFS will be ac-
cepting comments until
March 17, 2025, and a final
decision is expected in
March 2026. — Charles
Wallace, WLJ contributing
editor
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(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock
producers, WLJ’s Youth
Opportunities calendar lists
internship and scholarship
information for agricultural-
and livestock-focused
students, listed by application
deadline. If you have an
internship or scholarship to
announce, please email it to
editorial@wlj.net.)

Dec. 31 - Applications are
now openforthe 2025 Texas

@ YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

& Southwestern Cattle
Raisers Association
Convention & Expo
internship program held April
8-13, 2025, in Fort Worth,
TX. Details: tscra.org/
students.

Rolling — Upper lowa Beefis
now accepting applications
for its 2025 summer
internships across various
fields. Details: Jacey Bina at
jbina@upperiowabeef.com
or 563-566-2202.
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Suit alleges city water killed cattle

Kellen Allison Cattle Companyis suing the city of Sham-
rock, TX, after 650 head of their cattle died, allegedly from
drinking contaminated city water from aline that crossed
aformer carbon black plant. Court documents show that
inJune, the growyard faced a sudden water shortage from
their wells and connected to a municipal water line that
ran through a neighboring property. Upon drinking the
water, cattle almost immediately began showing signs of
illness, including vomiting, moving in a “zombie-like”
manner and suffocating against fences. Cattle were moved
away to non-municipal water, but nearly 650 head of
cattle died in the span of two months, a death loss of 40%.
The yard conducted tests of the city water from a spigot,
which showed toxiclevels of sulfate exceeding 1,000 parts
per million. In addition to cattle deaths, the yard said the
water destroyed surviving cattle’s rumens and rendered
them unable to consume solid grain, leading to further
depreciation in value. A joint proposed scheduling order
due date was set for Dec. 18.

Smithfield fined $2M for child labor claims

Smithfield Foods has agreed to pay $2 million in a settle-
ment with the Minnesota Department of Labor and In-
dustry (DLI) following allegations of child labor violations
at a St. James, MN, plant. “Smithfield contested DLI’s
claims and denies that we knowingly hired anyone under
the age of 18 to work in our St. James facility,” Smithfield
said in a statement. “We have not admitted liability as part
of this settlement; however, in the interest of preventing
the distraction of prolonged litigation, we have agreed to
settle this matter” DLI alleged the company employed 11
underage children between April 2021 and April 2023.
Meat processing facilities are prohibited from employing
individuals under 18, but Smithfield maintains the indi-
viduals passed the E-Verify employment eligibility system
by using false identification. The company said it has
taken steps to enforce its policy prohibiting the employ-
ment of minors.

McDonald’s spends $100M to win customers back

McDonald’s is investing $100 million in efforts to win
customers back after an E. coli outbreak rocked sales and
traffic. The outbreak, now linked to Quarter Pounder
slivered onions sourced from Colorado-based Taylor
Farms, sickened more than 100 people in 14 states and
resulted in at least one death. Of the $100 million, $65
million will be allocated to franchisees that were im-
pacted the most by the outbreak. The remaining $35
million will go toward marketing efforts. “We're going to
dowhatwe need to do to make sure we get the momentum
back in the business,” said CEO Chris Kempczinski in an
earnings call.

Input sought on WY, NERMPs

The Bureau of Land Management is seeking input on
two draft plans to update the management of public lands
and minerals in Nebraska and northeast Wyoming. The
draft resource management plans (RMP) guide the
management of nearly 290,000 acres of public lands and
1.7 million acres of federal mineral estate in Wyoming,
and 5,100 acres of publiclands and 223,900 acres of federal
mineral estate in Nebraska. “The public is encouraged to
provide comment on the draft documents, particularly
concerning the proposed management alternatives, the
analysis guiding management decisions, and any new
information that would be helpful in developing a final
plan,” said Chad Krause, Newcastle field manager.
Comments will be accepted through Feb. 13, 2025, and
information on how to submit comments can be found
at tinyurl.com/2s3j7{y8.

DOI commits $375M to Lake Tahoe projects

The Department of the Interior is allocating more than
$375 million for 36 projects intended to enhance recre-
ation, conserve wildlife habitat, reduce hazardous fuels
and prevent wildfires across Nevada and the California
side of the Lake Tahoe Basin. The fundingis sourced from
land sales under the Southern Nevada Public Land Man-
agement Act. “This program supports jobs and local
economies, improves recreation in rural and underserved
areas, and aligns with our commitment to conserve at
least 30% of U.S. lands and waters by 2030 under the
America the Beautiful initiative,” said Interior Acting
Deputy Secretary Laura Daniel-Davis.

OSHA expands processing guidance

The Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) released new guidance in
mid-October for animal slaughtering and processing in-
dustry inspections. The agency said the updated guide-
lines are intended to reduce injuries and illnesses result-
ing from occupational hazards. “According to employer-
reported data, meat and poultry workers suffer serious
injuries at double the rate of other workers,” OSHA said.
“These workers also face other serious hazards, such as
exposure to high noise levels, dangerous equipment and
machinery, slipperyfloors, hazardous chemicals and bio-
logical hazards associated with handling animals.” To view
the updated guidelines, visit tinyurl.com/3x479v7c.

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

YOUR SOURCE FOR Age Alantaged BGulls
— 20¢ AnnualGale — CED 46

BW +34

DECEMBER 19, |
R024 .

RE +1.05
FAT +.005

NOVEMBER 25, 2024 7

Western Livestock Auction
Great Falls, Montana

Sale: 12:30 PM - Lunch: 11:30

180 Bulls CED 3

BW +2.2
800 Females Sell | w s
YW +140
20 YEARLING BULLS M7
50 FALL BULLS CW +74
MB +56
100 2 YEAR OLD BULLS =

20 8 YEAR OLD REGISTERED COWS
700 COMMERCIAL BRED HEIFERS
160 2-COMING 3 YEAR OLD COWS

FAT +.019

35 10 YEAR OLD COWS CED 48 [ - o
BW +2
| Raven Unite L47 \» WW  +80
YW #132
M 423
CW +64
MB +1.31
RE +52
FAT +.048
CED +9
BW -1
WW  +87
YW +151
M 427
CW +69
MB +1.17
RE +28
FAT +.061
et GRS
BW +22
Additional Sires: WwW +94
Bobcat Blue Sky (*18880272) gl
GMAR Power Guard (19754679) M +23
Carter Power Surge (19829429) CW +74
Connealy Craftsman (20132505) MB +31
Connealy Commerce (20132642) RE +79
Bobcat Exclusive (20?06520) FAT +036
Musgrave 316 Exclusive (18130471) '
CED +13 <
BW -3
WW 476
YW +138
ANGUS M #9
GaLATA, MONTANA CW +7
’ MB +1.29
Bryan Ratzburg: (406) 937-5858 Ernie Ratzburg: RE +96
Cell: (406) 788-3272 Cell: (406) 788-3244
FAT +.032 Reg“*mowse

bobcatangus@northerntel.net . =
Sterling Pacifi c§04 X Connealy Emerald

5 @w;@a«a&swaf/&&}m R

g

dowon e right road




Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee Chairwoman Debbie Stabe-
now (D-MI-08) on Nov. 18 re-
leased the text of the farm bill
shehopes can get through Con-
gress before the end of the year
and pushed back on Republi-
cans she sees as stalling on the
effort.

Stabenow is retiring at the
end of this Congress, and her
decision to release the text is a
signal that she still hopes Con-
gresswill pass a farm bill before
it adjourns, or at least put her
detailed, 1,397-page proposal
on the table. Congress has a lot
to do before it adjourns—in-
cluding passing a measure to
fund the government, the Na-
tional Defense Reauthorization
Act, as well as dealing with di-
saster aid. The prospects for
passage of a farm bill appear
slim.

On a call with reporters, Sta-
benow said Congress is at a
pointwherelawmakers have to
decide if they want a new farm
bill. She expressed some frus-
tration that Republicans
throughout the year have
thrown up roadblocks or “red
lines” to getting a new bill
passed.
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“EverytimeImadeamoveto
agree on something there were
more red lines being put up,’
Stabenow said. She added, “I
decided to wait and then was
very disappointed that we're
having the same conversation
about taking money from the
nutrition title, not supporting
conservation dollars goinginto
the baseline if they included
climate language”

A potential disaster package
thatis being floated for farmers
would help some farmers but
not all of them, she said.

Congress initially planned to
passanew farmbill in 2023, but
then lawmakers maintained
they could get a farm bill done
inan election year. Instead, the
farmbill expired on Sept. 30 and
nowmore than 30 programsare
shutdown until Congress pass-
es anew bill or an extension.

The chairwoman throughout
the year has had a hard time
mustering Republican support
to pass a farm bill out of her
committee. Now, Republicans
have a “trifecta” of the presi-
dency, House and Senate ma-
jority in 2025, which means
GOP senators are less likely to
agree to Stabenow’s late push
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Stabenow’s late effort to secure a new farm bill

for a farm bill.

The House Agriculture Com-
mittee passed a farm bill out of
committee in May but has not
been ableto getleadership sup-
port to bring the legislation to
the floor for a vote either.

Sen. Roger Marshall (R-KS),
a member of the Senate Agri-
culture Committee, criticized
Stabenow’s bill, saying Repub-
licans on the committee had
not been briefed on the details
or participated in drafting it.
Marshall said the bill “is not a
sincere or transparent effort to
address the urgent needs of
Rural America.” Instead, Mar-
shall called it a “power play” by
Senate Democrats.

“Despite Stabenow’s attempt
to upend the process, as a
member of the Senate Ag Com-
mittee representing Kansas
agriculture, I remain commit-
ted to reviewing this bill and
advocating for the needs of our
farmers and ranchers. With
farmersfacingrecord decreases
in net farm income, we must
putfarmbackin the farm bill by
increasing crop insurance cov-
erage and reference prices for
the American farmer”

While Republicans have said

they want to pass a farm bill
with President-elect Donald
Trump, the farm bill costs
roughly $1.5 trillion over 10
years. Trump has already
named billionaire Elon Musk
and former primary rival Vivek
Ramaswamy to anew initiative
inhis administration to aggres-
sively cut government pro-
grams. It’s unclear how a farm
bill would be viewed that in-
creases federal spending overa
decade.

Stabenow said the bill was
made up of more than 100 bi-
partisan proposalsand bills that
had been negotiated over the
pasttwo-plusyears by commit-
tee members and other sena-
tors.

Stabenow also said the
House has been unable to geta
floor vote on the bill the House
Agriculture Committee passed
last May because of $30 billion
in proposed cuts to nutrition
programs over the next decade.
Democratswon'tsupportthose
cutswhile atleast some Repub-
licans will not vote for a farm
bill.

“They don’t have enough
Republicans that support this
despite the best efforts of the
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House committee to put for-
ward what they wanted,” she
said.

ZippyDuvall, president ofthe
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, said his team is review-
ingthebilltext, buthe noted it’s
hard to get a farm bill passed
with sofewdays expected inthe
lame-duck session of Congress.

“It’s unfortunate that only a
few legislative working days
remain for Congress to act, but
Farm Bureau remains commit-
ted to working with elected of-
ficials on both sides of the aisle
to achieve federal policy that
improves the outlook for farm-
ers and ranchers,” Duvall said.

TheNational Pork Producers
Council (NPPC) issued a state-
mentstating the group s “deep-
ly disappointed” that Staben-
ow’s bill does not address Cali-
fornia’s Proposition (Prop) 12
and protecting interstate com-
merce.

“Though America’s pork pro-
ducersappreciate Chairwoman
Stabenow’s efforts to publish
farm bill text, this is simply not
aviable bill, as it fails to provide
asolutionto California Prop 12"
said NPPC President Lori Ste-
vermer, a pork producer from
Easton, MN. “Pork producers
have continually spoken up
about the negative impacts of
this issue, and it is a shame
these conversations were disre-
garded”

Senate committee staff said
the Rural Prosperity and Food
Security Act “includes $39 bil-
lion in new resources to keep
farmers farming, families fed,
and rural communities strong,
The bill builds on the proposal
Stabenow released in May by

investing new resources and
includinginnovative, newideas
todeliver the assistance farmers
need faster.

“It provides farmers with the
certainty of a five-year farm
bill—so they can plan for the
future—and the immediate
help they need to manage the
urgent needs of the present. It
doubles down on our commit-
ment to rural communities,
ensures that the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
keeps up with the realities of
American life, and brings the
historicinvestmentsin climate-
smart conservation practices
into the farm bill”

Stabenow’s bill includes $20
billion to strengthen the farm
safety net to support all of agri-
culture and establishes a per-
manent structure for disaster
assistance so emergency relief
reaches farmers faster. Staben-
ow said the bill would raise
reference prices 10-15% for
most crops. It would also ac-
celerate payments under the
Agricultural Risk Coverage and
Price Loss Coverage programs.

A summary stated the bill
increasesreference priceswhile
making crop insurance more
affordable and providing more
support for beginning, under-
served and small farmers and
ranchers.

The bill “tackles the climate
crisis” butlockingin the dollars
from the Inflation Reduction
Act(IRA) to boost conservation
programs. The House farm bill
decouples those IRA conserva-
tion dollars from applying
strictly to “climate-smart” prac-
tices. — Chris Clayton, DTN ag
policy editor

Judge denies BLM acted
arbitrarily, capriciously

CO PERMITS

(frompage1)

allotments that support about
6,500 animal unit months.

BLM prepared an EA and a
rangeland health assessment
to determine whethertorenew
thegrazing permits. Some graz-
ing permits were approaching
their expiration date, some
were fully processed and some
had already expired and were
automatically renewed. Four
allotmentswere assessed tonot
meet the rangeland standards
due to the implemented graz-
ing management.

The final EA discussed three
alternatives to improve land
health and renew permits, with
the proposed action renewing
the 18 grazing permits on 24
allotments for 10 years. The
alternative required the modi-
fication and construction of
range improvements and graz-
ing schedules for several allot-
ments, and allowed the BLM
and permittees to implement
flexible grazing actions to ad-
justgrazing schedules asneed-
ed.

BLM found the proposed
action would improve range-
land health, lessen grazing im-
pacts and would not affect the
Gunnison sage-grouse popula-
tion. The agency released the
notice of proposed decision in
December 2019, which was
protested by environmental-
ists, but BLM continued on
with the final decision in De-
cember 2020.

Western Watersheds Project
appealed the decisions, alleg-
ing violations of NEPA and the
Federal Land Policy and Man-
agementAct(FLPMA). A differ-

ent administrative law judge
denied the group’s stay peti-
tions in February 2021, ruling
the greens failed to show that
the balance of harms favored
granting a stay. An additional
administrative law judge con-
solidated the group'sappealsin
June 2021.

BLM and Western Water-
sheds Project each filed mo-
tions for summary judgment.

Western Watersheds Project
alleged BLM violated NEPA
because the EA did not take a
hardlookattheimpacts of graz-
ing because it assumed the al-
lotments’ conditions were the
resultof more grazingthan had
actually occurred.

“By not studying and ac-
knowledging that grazing un-
der the proposed action may
substantially increase over the
current management that pro-
duced the allotments’ condi-
tions, the EA does not fully as-
sess the proposed action,”
Prandoni wrote, agreeing the
agencyfailed totake ahard look
at grazing’s impact.

Prandoni continued that
BLM could have satisfied its
hard look obligation by study-
ing an actual use alternative,
which could have led to a dis-
cussion about actual use and
potential environmental im-
pacts of the proposed action.

Western Watersheds Project
also alleged BLM violated the
FLPMA because the final deci-
sions did not conform to the
rangeland management plan,
which Prandonirefuted. “West-
ern Watersheds Projecthasnot
met its burden to show that
BLM acted arbitrarily or capri-
ciously,” he wrote. — Anna
Miller, WLJ managing editor
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McDonald’s collaborates for sustainable beef

McDonald’s USA, Lopez Foods and Syngenta North America
have announced a collaboration to improve beef production
sustainability by enhancing feed efficiency and reducing green-
house gas emissions per pound of meat produced. The effort
centers on Enogen corn, afeed ingredient from Syngenta, which
research shows can improve cattle feed efficiency by about 5%
when used as silage or grain. This advancement could annually
save 196 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent, 69 acres of feed
cropland and 6 million gallons of water per 1,000 cattle, with
McDonald’s aiming to scale the program to achieve significant
global impact.

Williams inductedinto Saddle and Sirloin Gallery

Jim Williams of Boling, TX, was inducted into the prestigious
Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Gallery on Nov. 17. His portrait was
unveiled during an induction banquet at the North American
Livestock Exposition in Louisville, KY. Williams is the sixth gen-
eration of V8 Ranch, a world-renowned Brahman operation.
Under his leadership, V8 pioneered performance measure-
ments, embryo transfer, IVF and DNA-based genomics innova-
tions while excelling in purebred genetic marketing and exhib-
iting national and international grand champions.

NDSA accepting wildfire relief applications

Applications and nominations are now open for the North
Dakota Stockmen’s Association (NDSA) and North Dakota
Stockmen’s Foundation’s Out of the Ashes Wildfire Disaster
Relief Program. After a $100,000 donation from the ONEOK
Foundation, the fund now totals $723,114. “This relief program
will provide financial support for cattle producers who have lost
pasture, hay, fencing, building structures and livestock,” said
Julie Ellingson, NDSA executive vice president. “These contribu-
tions offer hope as those who were impacted begin the long
rebuilding process”” Forms are available at www.ndstockmen.
org and must be submitted by Jan. 10, 2025.

Bezos pledges $9.4M to cattle methane research

A partnership between the Pirbright Institute and the Royal
Veterinary College, supported bya $9.4 million Bezos Earth Fund
grant, aims to reduce cattle methane emissions by over 30%
through vaccine development. The project investigates how
methane-producing microbes colonize calves’ digestive tracts
and elicit immune responses using advanced techniques like
multi-omics and immunology. Scientists will also identify and
test specific antibodies targeting these microbes, establishing
proof of concept for a methane-reducing vaccine.

PERC accepting virtual fencing applications

The Property and Environment Research Center (PERC) is
accepting applications from ranchers and landowners for its
Virtual Fence Conservation Fund. Grants ranging from $10,000
to $75,000 will be awarded based on project size and conserva-
tion impact, with $250,000 in total funding available. “This fund
is an exciting opportunity for enterprising ranchers to improve
their operations while supporting conservation,” said Mark
Eisele, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association president. “PERC
brings expertise and support to early adopters.” Applicants can
use grants to support ongoing efforts or initiate new projects.
The application deadline is Feb. 1, 2025, and can be found at
tinyurl.com/mr29fmdw.

Montana Cattle Committee proposed

The proposed Montana Cattle Committee envisions ahealthy,
sustainable marketplace for all Montana beefand cattle produc-
ers. With a mission to strengthen the cattle industry and safe-
guard the state’s ranching heritage, the proposed Montana
Statutory Commodity Board will enhance profitability by fund-
ing research, education, beef promotion and domestic and in-
ternational market expansion, the group said. Funded by a re-
fundable $1 per-head assessment on all cattle sold, the initiative
intends to provide resources for value promotion, youth pro-
grams and reputation management. Once codified by the
Montana Legislature, the committee’s establishment will be
decided by a vote of Montana cattle producers. For more infor-
mation, visit montanacattlecommittee.com.

Online direct beef sales course offered

Texas A&M AgriLife is offering an online course, Where's the
Beef, designed to help producers excel in direct beef sales. This
three-hour course provides expert insights into legal, economic
and marketing considerations for selling beef directly to custom-
ers. Dr. Davey Griffin explains meat science, Dr. David Anderson
addresses economic factors and Tiffany Dowell covers legal is-
sues, including permitting and labeling requirements. With
year-long access to the material, participants can learn at their
own pace, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of how to
grow and manage a successful direct beef sales business. The
cost is $75 but is reduced to $50 for the first 100 participants.
Details can be found at tinyurl.com/35v3shxv.

USFS funding for wildfire risk

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) has allocated $20 million to 66
projects across 13 states, facilitating the removal of hazardous
fuels from forests to create wood products or energy. This initia-
tive advances the Wildfire Crisis Strategy while delivering eco-
nomic benefits to rural communities, especially those impacted
by mill closures. These projects bolster critical wood industries,
create jobs and supportunderserved areas, USFS said. Addition-
ally, some projects provide firewood essential for heatinghomes
in Tribal communities during winter.
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While mostinlivestock pro-
duction see Al and think arti-
ficial insemination, another AT
might be changing how pro-
ducers manage livestock. Re-
searchers at the University of
Illinois are beginning to study
howartificial intelligence (AI)
could make grazing more ef-
ficient.

By utilizing this technology,
livestock producers could im-
prove many aspects of grazing,
including improved animal
health, animal welfare, envi-
ronmental sustainability and
keeping grazing systems prof-
itable.

Inarecentwebinar, Isabella
Condotta, an assistant profes-
sor of animal science at the
University of Illinois, dis-
cussed some of the research
her team is doing in the realm
of Al in livestock production.
An increasing world popula-
tion is pushing researchers to
attemptto increase productiv-
ity as global animal product
consumption increases.

The first step of precision
management is monitoring,
and this requires the use of
many different sensors.

Bothwearable and unwear-
ablesensors allowresearchers
to see animal responses to
their environment and these
reactions create algorithms.

Wearable sensors include col-
lars, ear tags, nosebands, tail
rings and leg straps. Unwear-
able sensors would be cam-
eras and microphones.

“You can’t manage what
you can’t measure,” Condotta
said.

Information about animal
behavior aswell as health and
wellbeing of livestock can be
valuable to producers. The
data from the sensors need to
be analyzed and this is where
Al can help, she said.

Condotta said an example
of their research is the preci-
sion grazing and feed intake
predictions studytheyare cur-
rently working on. They have
just begun to collect data in
recent weeks. Animals are
wearing sensors while cam-
eras, microphones and even
robots are being utilized to
watch the livestock while they
graze on forage.

The wearable sensors on
the cattle will help researchers
track their weight and body
condition score (BCS), she
said. They are looking at dif-
ferentanimal behaviors while
grazing, such as grazing with
their heads up or down, how
many bites and how much
chewing they do.

In addition, a small robot
will measure forage character-
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Researchers explore using Al to improve grazing

istics (mainly height) in the
field.

These sensors willmeasure
forage disappearance and ru-
men contents. Al will help
determine quantity and qual-
ity of forages per animal and
animal health and condition.
This data could allow produc-
ersto utilize this technologyto
graze more efficiently, Con-
dotta said.

“The goal is to enable com-
puters to learn on their own,”
she said. “Algorithms that im-
prove tasks through experi-
ence, and they have the ability
to learn without continuous
programming”

Other Al
advancements

Condotta discussed other
aspects of Al technology that
could provide useful knowl-
edge to livestock producers.
Images from cameras are es-
pecially useful, she said.

Among the projects they
are working on is collecting
images of cow faces to create
a database. This along with
cameras mounted above a
working chute can aid Al in
body weight and BCS, Con-
dotta said.

Fixed cameras watching
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cattle walking and their be-
havior can provide valuable
data. Cameras mounted near
water observe health and
walking patterns and Al can
watch their gait to see if pos-
sible herd health issues are
present.

Sounds like something
from science fiction, cameras
are even being fixed onrobots
and these “robot dogs” collect
data astheywalkamongst the
livestock while grazing. This
information could aid man-
agement decisions from Al in
the future, Condotta said.

Condotta said how re-
searchers handle this data col-
lected will be an important
step. In her presentation she
used the quote “the biggest
error technology innovators
make is to be seduced by a
technology’s potential rather
than beingled bya customer’s
actual needs”

Customers could be live-
stock producers as well as
other researchers in search of
thistype of data. Regardless of
the customers, researchers
need to find custom solutions,
she said.

“We need to understand
what is important with all of
this data we collect,” Condotta
said. — Russ Quinn, DTN
staff reporter
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For ranchers looking to in-
crease outputfrom theirherds,
several modern means to im-
prove efficiency and profit are
available. Whether running a
cow-calf, stocker or feeder op-
eration, these opportunities
ofteninvolveincreasingweight
gain in market cattle with as
little extra feed and other re-
sources as possible. In the
feeder sector of the beefindus-
try, the use of growth implants
is one common method for
improving gain and feed effi-
ciency.

Implants refer to growth
stimulants inserted into a
growing animal. These stimu-
lants contain compounds that
cause a physiological response
that leads to greater muscle
accumulation. Growth im-
plantsworkby slowlyreleasing
a pelletized compound that
replicates the effects of the
natural hormones estrogen,
testosterone, or progesterone.
These lead to an increase in
growth hormone in the body,
which contributes to muscle
development. Implants have
been used to great effect in
feedlots, where a calf’s ability
to grow efficiently and in a
timely manner is critical.

Implants are not restricted
tofeedlot operations. They are
also available for cow-calf and
stocker programs for the same
purpose: to increase growth
withoutmajorincreasesinfeed
quantity and quality. However,
implants have not become
nearly as popular in the stages
ofproductionleadinguptothe
feedlot. Even though implants
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have been in production for
more than 60 years, it’s esti-
mated that less than half of
cow-calf operations nation-
wide utilize growth implants.

Growth implants are avail-
able for use in all three sectors
of the beef industry: nursing
calves, stocker calves, and feed-
lot calves. As per Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations, a specific implant
may only be approved for use
inspecific stages of production
or sexes, so always read the
product label and follow rec-
ommendations.

Consumers have expressed
concerns regarding the use of
implantsinbeefcattle. Tothose
who don’tunderstand the pro-
cess or how it affects the end
product, this is understand-
able. As beef producers, it is
important to know the facts so
we canreassure customers and
the general public thatwe pro-
duce a safe and nutritious
product despite the use of
modern innovations.

Most consumer concern
stems from the assumption
that implanted beef will have
higher hormone levels than
non-implanted beef, and that
these hormones could goonto
have negative impacts on hu-
man health. However, this is
notthe case. Both the FDA and
the World Health Organiza-
tion, amongother groups, have
concluded thatimplanted beef
poses no health risk to people.

The increase in hormone
activity between implanted
and non-implanted calves is
minimal. Beeffrom implanted
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To implant, or not to implant cattle?

cattlehasabout2.5nanograms
(ng) of estrogenic activity per
4-0z. serving, compared to 1.8
ng from non-implanted beef.
To put this into perspective, in
a4-oz.serving, eggs have about
3,968 ngof estrogen, peas have
453 ng, cabbage has 2,721 ng,
and soybean oil contains
226,757 ng.

Thisisnottosuggestthatany
of these other foods are dan-
gerous, simply that the hor-
monesintroduced byimplant-
ed beef are negligible. Non-
pregnant adult women pro-
duce naturallyabout 5,000,000
ng of estrogen/day, and even
adult men produce about
100,000 ng/day.

Several implants are avail-
able for use in nursing calves
and are typically administered
between two and four months
old. Noimplants are approved
for calveslessthan 30to 45 days
old. Nursing calf implants typ-
ically have a lower dose of ac-
tive ingredient compared to
those meant for older calves.

Research shows that one
implant given to nursing steer
calves increases average daily
gain by about 0.10 pounds a
day and can increase weaning
weights by 15 to 30 Ibs. It is
worth noting that implants do
not make up for poor quality
feed. Implanted calves must
receive adequate nutrition to
make use of the added growth
potential. Most research that
shows a significant increase in
gain on implants assumes all
calves are well supplemented
with high-quality feed.

Implants are only effective
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for about 120 days, and since
many calves aren’t weaned
until seven to eightmonths old,
reimplantingcanhelpincrease
gains to 0.13 Ibs./day during
this period.

Ifimplanting all calves, note
that only certain implant rec-
ommendations are approved
for heifers without hurting re-
productive performance. If
replacementheifers are identi-
fied early on, itis generally rec-
ommended to not implant
them. No implant regiment is
approved for bull calves that
will be used for breeding.

Forthosewho buyandback-
ground stocker calves, as well
as those who market yearlings
or maintain ownership
throughto the slaughterhouse,
implanting can be even more
effective at this stage of produc-
tion. Not only are more im-
plants available to stockers
than to nursing calves, butim-
planting stocker calves has
shown to improve daily gains
by 10 to 20% over those that
have not been implanted. Im-
proved gains from implants
can be maximized with the use
ofionophores.

More aggressive implants
are typically used as animals
progress through the stages of
production. Dependingonthe
implant, stocker calves can be
reimplanted every 90 to 100
days as the initial effects wear
offfrom the firstimplant. When
calves are stocked or back-
grounded for longer than 130
to 140 days, reimplanting can

be an economical way to fur-
ther improve gain.

Research conducted at Uni-
versity of Wyoming'’s (UW)
James C. Hageman Sustain-
able Agriculture Research and
Extension Center has shown
thatimplantingweaned calves
in the winter can lead to a $12
to $22 increase in calf value on
a per head basis. This was an
80-day study from a few years
back, conducted on a dry lot
feed program before calves
went back onto grass in the
spring. Feed efficiency and av-
erage daily gain was signifi-
cantly better in implanted
weaned calves, which required
5.41 Ibs. of feed per pound of
gainversus 5.89 Ibs. of feed per
pound of gain needed for
calves that weren’t implanted.

When implanting calves at
any phase of production, it is
essential to follow Beef Quality
Assurance and FDA guide-
lines. Proper technique will
also ensure the implant is
working effectively and not
simply a waste of time and ex-
pense. The first step should be
readingthe label to ensure you
are using the correct dosage
and that you are applying it to
the right class of animals.

The only approved location
for all implants is subcutane-
ouslyin the middle of the back
of the ear. This placement al-
lows a steady release of the
product. The calf should be
propetlyrestrained so the area
ofimplant canbe propetly ster-
ilized and to avoid injury to

yourself or the animal. The
needles on implant guns are
very large and sharp, and it is
easytoaccidentallyjab oneself,
especiallywith athrashing calf.
Remove any dirt or manure
and scrub with disinfectant as
needed before injecting. Be
sure the needle is sharp and
not crooked or barbed.

The needle should go in at
the back of the ear, in the mid-
dle third between the skin and
cartilage, staying between the
two cartilage “ribs” thatrun the
length of the ear. As the trigger
is pulled and the implant is
pushed out, gently withdraw
the gun. You should be able to
feel the capsule under the skin
at this location. If possible,
clean the needle between
calves with a solution such as
chlorohexidine.

Implanting calves is a very
underutilized but proven
methodtoincrease weightgain
in beef production systems. If
properly used, implants can
increase weaning weights in
nursing calves, and enable
yearlings in stocker programs
toreach thefeedlotwith higher
average dailygains on the same
amount of feed as non-im-
planted calves. This consumer-
safe strategy can greatly im-
prove profit on growing cattle
with relatively little cost to the
producer. If you are interested
in implanting your herd and
have any questions, contact a
local UW Extension office. —
Dagan Montgomery, UW Ex-
tension

Disaster aid package proposed

PresidentJoe Bidenisasking
Congresstofund $21 billionin
aid for farmers and ranchers
aspartofa $98.6 billion overall
disaster package the president
proposed that Congress pass
before the end of the year.

In a letter Nov. 18 to House
Speaker Mike Johnson
(R-LA-04), the White House
detailed some of the country's
needsrecovering from natural
disasters and economic
challenges. The president
cited a need to provide more
emergency funding to help
communities recover from
Hurricanes Helene and Milton
as well as other natural
disasters.

To bolster the president’s
request, the White House Of-
fice of Management and Bud-
get released a disaster assess-
ment from different federal
departments. Included was a
letter from Agriculture Secre-
tary Tom Vilsack to congres-
sional appropriators earlier in
November.

“Duetothelevel of devasta-
tionresultingfrom Hurricanes
Helene and Milton, the De-
partment will likely need ad-
ditional tools to comprehen-
sively address the challenges
producers and rural commu-
nities are facing,’ Vilsack stat-
ed. “For instance, without ad-
ditional funding for Emergen-
cy Watershed Protection, as-
sistance to local communities
to clear debris and restore
culverts, bridges and other
infrastructure will be delayed.
In recent disasters, Congress
provided additional fundingto
support farmers and ranchers
with crop losses; without this
funding, uninsured producers
will not get any assistance.”

For USDA, Biden proposed
$23.5 billion overall, the lion’s

share of which would go to
help farmers and ranchers
who have suffered livestock or
crop losses due to hurricanes,
droughtand wildfires. Another
$1 billion would go to the
Emergency Watershed Protec-
tion Program to help rural
communities deal with debris
removal and infrastructure
repairs.

The USDA funding would
also go to create permanent
payreforms for federal wildfire
firefighters and support food
aid for people hit by disasters
and food banks that may have
been affected by Hurricanes
Helene and Milton.

Biden’s letter also cited the

Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) has already had its
disaster loan program “com-
pletely exhausted” and Con-
gress must act to restore that
$2 billion in funding. The
White House stated, “SBA
loans are a pivotal lifeline for
localbusinesses” and SBAhad
received more than 100,000
loan applications just tied to
Hurricanes Helene and Mil-
ton. The White House added,
“The American people cannot
afford any further delay in the
restoration of this vital fund-
ing”
The White House also pro-
posed $40 billion to restore
funding for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency,
which has been trying to sup-
port recovery from the two
hurricanes.

Congresslastpassed acom-
prehensive disaster package
in 2022, and as recently as
2017 spentover $120 billionin
disaster aid following Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma and Ma-
ria.
House Agriculture Com-
mittee Chairman Glenn “GT”

Thompson (R-PA-15), also
highlighted his tour through
Florida and Georgia to see
hurricane damage. Thomp-
son cited projections from the
University of Georgia that the
hurricanes caused an overall
economic impact of $6.46 bil-
lionto the agricultureindustry
in the state. In Florida, state
officials estimate Milton
caused between $1.5 billion
and $2.5 billion in damage to
crops and agricultural infra-
structure.

“Travelingto the Southeast,
I'was able to see firsthand the
devastating impact of the re-
cent hurricanes,” Thompson
said. “Hurricanes Milton and
Helene hit our agricultural
sector especially hard, high-
lighting the urgent need for
disaster relief”

Agricultural groups overall
havebeenadvocatingfor Con-
gressto take up adisaster relief
bill. The American Farm Bu-
reau Federation detailed
roughly $20billion in unrecov-
ered losses by farmers going
back to 2022.

Under the $21 billion to pro-
ducers, the proposal stated
funds would reimburse costs
for crop production, crop
qualityand orchard treelosses
in addition to crop insurance
indemnities. The payments
would come under the Emer-
gency Relief Program, though
by the time USDA writes the
rules for an aid package the
Trump administration would
take over and write the rules
and likely create a new name
for a disaster program.

For livestock producers, the
funding could be used to com-
pensate for increases in sup-
plemental feed costs, due to
drought or wildfires. — Chris
Clayton, DTN agpolicyeditor
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PRODUCTION SALE
December 14%, 2024

1:00 o Judith Gap, MT

with
Ray Gardner

Featured Sires

Coleman Resource 708
Duff Honcho 426
Blair’s External Law 266F
- Coleman Bravo 6313

- 5 qm DuﬁIC 4Real 16250

Mark 406-690-1546 Laurie 406-366-4041 (3) [
GauglerAngus.com

Ray 406-351-9283

85 bulls
including 10 Two Year Olds

20 Bred Three Year Olds
40 Bred Heifers
40 Heifer Calves

Drought and fire, in com-
bination this fall, will have a
negative impact on forage
production for the next year.

North Dakota experienced
a higher number of wildfires
in 2024, with more than
110,000 acres being impact-
ed. The Ray/Tioga wildfires
burned almost 89,000 acres
impacting rangeland, crop-
land and hay land.

The state has not experi-
enced wildfires of this mag-
nitude since 1999. The 1999
fire occurred on Halloween
Day and started in Sidney,
MT, impacting more than
70,000 acres of western North
Dakota, primarily range and
grazing lands.

“Confounding the impacts
of this year’s wildfires on
range and grazinglandsisthe
current extreme (D3) drought
that western North Dakota
and eastern Montana are ex-
periencing,” said Kevin Sedi-
vec, North Dakota State Uni-
versity Extension (NDSU)
rangeland managementspe-
cialist and Central Grass-
lands Research Extension
Center director. “Drought
and fire, in combination this
fall, will have a negative im-
pacton forage production the
nextyear”

Forage production
impacts

Fireimpacts different types
of plants differently. Warm-
season grasses usually re-
spond by producing greater
biomass after a fire. Cool-
season grasseslose vigor after
aburn, creatingless biomass
after a fire. Flowering plants
are tricky, with someincreas-
ingbiomass and some reduc-
ing biomass, said Sedivec.

Woody species are even
more variable with suckering
types, such as buckbrush,
willows, sumac, and Siberian
elm, having thisyear’s growth
removed but more suckers
(basal shoots and creeping
roots) next year. Trees or
shrubs that die from fire in-
clude most conifers (includ-
ing cedars and pines), lilac,
big sage and Chinese elm.

“Because North Dakota is
a cool-season, grass-domi-
nated state, ranchers should
expect about a 30% to 40%
decline in forage production
in 2025 due to the fire if nor-
mal spring precipitation oc-
curs,” said Miranda Meehan,
NDSU Extension livestock
environmental stewardship
specialist.

In a study conducted by
NDSU following the 1999
Halloween fire, forage pro-

duction was reduced 39% the
following year, which had
slightly below average pre-
cipitation.

“Because these areas are
alsoinasevere drought, cool-
season grasses did not de-
velop tillers this fall,” Meehan
said. “The fall drought could
create another loss of 10% to
20%, even with average
spring precipitation. Given
these confounding impacts,
ranchers should plan for 40%
to 60% less forage in 2025 on
areas impacted by the fire. If
dry conditions persist in
2025, forage production
could be further reduced”

Impacts on the plant
community

“Although wildfires can be
very destructive, the impacts
of fire to the plant commu-
nity will be mostly positive in
the long-term,” Sedivec said.
“Based on research from the
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s agricultural research
stations in Miles City, MT,
and Mandan, ND, and re-
search conducted by NDSU,
native grasses and forbs do
not experience long-term
negative impacts due to fire.

“However, introduced in-
vasive grasses such as Ken-
tucky bluegrass and smooth
brome can be severely in-
jured and reduced within the
population. Many woody
species also do not tolerate
fire, with most coniferous
trees, such as cedar and
Rocky Mountain juniper,
killed by fire””

One negative within the
grass community is the re-
moval of all above ground
plant material, leaving soils
exposed to erosion until new
plant growth occurs. Based
on the research from North
and South Dakota, litter will
be significantly reduced for
the first year after fire, but
backtonormal byyear two or
three.

“Honestly, there is nothing
we can do to minimize this
impact, especially this com-
ing winter,” shares Sedivec.
“We can hope for winter
snow to blanket our range-
lands to reduce erosion and
provide early moisture next
springfor rapid grass growth”

Fire will impact the green
ash draws differently than
grasslands. Most green ash
draws in western North Da-
kota contain green ash, box
elder and American elm. All
three of these trees are classi-
fied as sprouting types,
meaning even when the full
canopyis burned sprouts will

occur from the base of the
tree or from underground
rhizomes. If mature trees die,
new saplings will fill the draw,
but it can take three to five
years, or longer, to see
10-foot-tall trees.

One negative within the
green ash draws will be anew
flush of weeds, Sedivec said.
Following the 1999 fire,
NDSU found Canada thistle
and hounds tongue appear
in the burned draws in year
two. As trees re-established
and grass started filling the
woodland floor, both Canada
thistle and hounds tongue
decline significantly by year
five.

Recommendations
for2025

The primary concern for
ranchers impacted by the
wildfires in western North
Dakota and eastern Montana
will be a significant declinein
forage production, Meehan
said. The current extreme
drought conditions will exag-
gerate this loss.

e Grazing can occur in
2025, but spring deferment
from grazing will be required.
Ranchers should delay turn
out untilmid-June if moisture
conditions are above average,
end of June if moisture is av-
erage, and mid-July to early
August if dry.

 Expect a loss of forage
production by 30-50% if
moisture conditions are near
normal.

e Stocking rate could be
reduced by 50-70%if dry con-
ditions continue into spring.

Fires will not have any
long-term negative effects on
the grassland community.

o If droughty conditions
occur nextyear, expecta flush
of annual weeds. However,
these annuals will decline in
time.

o Although litter will be re-
duced, itwill return tonormal
levels unless overgrazing oc-
curs.

 Native grass and wild-
flower populations will either
not change or increase in
population.

 Invasive cool-season
grasses will decline, at least
temporarily.

o Nutritional value of the
grass, flowers and shrubs will
be greater, providing a higher
quality diet through late sum-
mer.

e Do not reseed native
rangelands or perennial grass
pastures.

These fires will alter the
woody (trees and shrubs)
plant community. Some im-

pacts may include:

« Conifer treeswill die. This
isapositive for rangelands as
trees should not be found on
our upland grasslands. Herb-
age production will increase
with tree mortality.

e Deciduous trees in green
ash draws may die if fully
burned; however, trees
should survive fast fires that
only burned the bottom
trucks (and did not damage

the cambium layer—the first
section of the tree under the
bark). However, they may be
more susceptible to disease
and pests.

e Mostdeciduoustreesand
many shrubs burned by these
fires will re-sprout, creating
new saplings even in year
one. The fire may actually
promote more deciduous
trees and shrubs in the draw.

“Wildfire will negatively

Post—wildré grazing, rangeland management

impact forage production in
2025, concludes Sedivec.
“However, with proper graz-
ing management these sites
will quickly recover forage
production. Additionally,
fires will likely have positive
benefits to the plant com-
munity that will improve di-
versity and the long-term
resilience of rangelands to
future droughts and wild-
fires” — NDSU Extension

Retailers rethink holiday promotions

TURKEY TRENDS
(frompage1)

million Ibs., up 4% year over
year but still 100 million Ibs.
below2018levels. Accordingto
Earnest, thisindicates amarket
shift toward smaller turkey
supplies. Ham inventories
showed similar trends, remain-
ing steady year over year but
down 61 millionlbs. compared
t0 2018 peaks.

“Sohowwill the market deal
with a 160 million-pound-de-
cline in combined frozen
whole turkey and ham avail-
ability from its peak in 2018?”
Earnest asked. “Traditions are
changing; this might be the
‘newnorm’ as consumption is
trending downward for tradi-
tional center-of-plate offerings.
Marketers are being chal-
lenged to creatively market
turkeymeatand thrive through

innovation. If consumers are
becoming comfortable with
the declining availability of
whole turkeys around the hol-
idays, producers should con-
sider more closely evaluating
the overall product mix”’

Earnest noted while whole
turkey sales may be declining,
ground turkey sales are up 5%
year over year and are second
inthe ground category behind
ground beef.

Despite a decline in whole
turkey sales, a Kroger survey
conducted by its data science
and insights arm, 84.51°, re-
veals thatnearly90% of house-
holdsplanto celebrate Thanks-
giving this year, with tradition-
al favorites leading the way.
Turkey remains the center-
piece for 78% of respondents,
making it the most popular
protein choice, followed by
ham at 15%. Other options,

including chicken, roast beef,
brisket and tofu, collectively
account for 7%.

While43% of surveyed shop-
pers plan to splurge on their
Thanksgiving meal, many re-
main focused on saving mon-
ey. A majority (71%) seek out
sales, deals and coupons, with
private-label products gaining
tractionasacost-savingoption.

The top five Thanksgiving
meal essentials identified by
respondents are turkey (83%),
stuffing (55%), mashed pota-
toes (49%), pumpkin pie (30%)
and gravy (30%), reflecting a
strong preference for classic
holiday staples, Kroger said.
Cranberry sauce remains a
divisive dish; while 20% of re-
spondents consider it essen-
tial, it also ranks as the most
avoided item at the holiday
table. — Charles Wallace, WLJ
contributing editor
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MARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef

MARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 11/21/2024 Week Ago  Year Ago
. WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED
h F 184.71 185. 1781 N , 3 . . .
Choice Fed Steers 8 85.09 818 ENDING Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price
CME Feeder Index 254.27 251.04 228.76 Novemberls 7184 30796 250 35600 1264 31641 2144 30659 837 28121 2,688 26335
Boxed Beef Average 306.79 303.80 294.72 November 8 6,878 31145 229 35881 1238 32364 216 31024 799 28554 2496 26839
e St 289.99 292.40 281.97 November 1 6,884 31614 223 36228 1206 32389 2088 31498 785 29131 2,582 27257
Live Slauahter Weiaht 1425 1423 1379 October 25 7310 31541 216 35926 1248 32373 2068 31581 807 29243 2970 27573
ive Slaughter Weight* E 5 5
- s 9 Cutouts FED BOXED BEEF
Weekly Slaughter™* 606,000 619,000 618,000
b 8 . . . DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Weekly Beef Production 525.6 536.4 514.2 Nov21 30679 27292 26101 7865 30248
Hide/Offal Value 1.14 11.22 18.74 Nov20 306.39 27099 260.00 6793 321.26
Nov18 307.28 27545 266.60 N/A N/A
*Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week. Nov15 303.34 27614 263.21 7064 32813
CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle Selected Auctions Feeder,prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,
/15 11/18  11/19  1/20 11/21 High* Low" Week Ending November: 21, 2024 unless otherwise noted; * Indicates medium and large 1-2
Dec. 18295 18410 18658 18630 18650 19975 16853
Feb. 18525 18598 18800 18793 18805 19000 16668 | |PATE SLAUGHTERCOWS |  PAIRS
200-3001b. | 300-4001b. | 400-5001b. | 500-6001b. | 600-7001b. | 700-800Ib. | 800Ib. -
Apr. 18740 18793 18943 18970 19008 19043 17005 | [MARKET UP | SLAUGHTERBULLS |REPLACEMENTS
Jun. 18363 18345 18488 19490 18525 19490 18068 | |November15 N/A 300-362 280-352 260-331 240-290 230-269 210-251 90-121
Blackfoot, ID 280-354 265-340 240-300 230-262 220-247 205-233 111-135
CATTLEFUTURES: CME Feeder Cattle November 4 o W 305-382.50 | 279290 261277 229 227 93140
1/15  11/18  11/19  11/20  11/21  High*  Low" | [Burley,ID 322-360 296-326 249-285 244-24450 | 224.50-230 129-135
Nov. 25110 25183 25425 25480 25533 26460 21920 | [Noreportavailable
Jan. CICM VR T E«mmetlt:' IDw 225-285" 220-26750" 210-257" 185-202" 94-119 950-1800  |&)
lovember - -267. - - - -1, 0
X'a" gjggg giggg gggg gg;‘ég zgggg zgg%’ 2233163 Eugene,OR 918 250-268° 205-274° 205-255° 185-226" 180-209" 120-148 9251700 |
s p.r'h o f o thaTfe of 1 November18 138 315-350 330-380 275-346 250-299 230-250 210-230 110-125 =
High and low figures are for the life of the contract. Madras, OR , 320-349 290-350 255-309 235-254 220-240 130-161 S
] ] Noreportavailable
FED CATTLE TRADE Head/Count | Avg. Weight | Avg. Price Vale,OR
November19 160-290 225-292.50 | 200-281.50 160-250 160-236 137.50-196 69-177.50
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davenport, WA /! 7250265 | 172.50-289 120-255 190-231 100-197 126-190 99-197 1,200-1,750
Live FOB Steer 1,753 1,613 184.71 November14 1970 295" 292" 242.50-243" 109-119
Live FOB Heifer 196 1400 186.18 Toppenish, WA ’ 247" 230-245* 219-237" 128-135
Dressed Del Steer 2,987 973 289.99
Dressed Del Heifer 813 854 290.00 November 14 2372 250-282 250-377 230-336 220-288 210-255 190-230 105-130 2,500-3,350
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK grland,ICAzo 230-328 230-327 210-291 200-260 190-228 —
Live FOB Steer 4786 1520 18509 | |Escalon,CA NIA 130-140 140-155 185-174 90-150
Live FOB Heifer 1,875 1,324 184.93 November18 105 275-338 275-341 245-317 220-255 200-222 190-200 100-160
Dressed Del Steer 2657 979 29240 Famoso, CA 250-317 240-317 200-269 200-240 190-210 110-134
Dressed Del Heifer 768 865 29117 Noreportavailable
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR ook 19 300-358 294-355 280-333 240-285 225-251 210-240.50 95-120
Live FOB Steer 7.371 1,398 17700 | |furlock,CA 141 280-32250 |  270-307 251-274 23025150 | 20021850 | 195-208 19-140
Live FOB Heifer 2,873 1,290 176.84 Noreportavailable
Dressed Del Ste:er 2,951 982 280.17 Salina, UT
Dressed Del Heifer 565 843 279.53
; November18 340-390 300-368 274-345 242-300 22028310 | 220-271.60 100-189
NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: NOVEMBER 10, 2024 lowa 9,017 200341 270940 23.0" 20228025 | 221064 25 20020 60.167
Domestic Imported November19 2179 400-480 332-406 305-349 277-300 26350 97130
Forward Contract 32,384 4342 Miles City, MT : 455 365-425 303-350 281.50-312 | 255-265.50 225-240 110-155 1,575-2,850
Formula 254,659 2444 Noreportavailable
Negotiated Cash 77,681 192 Bassett, NE
Negotiated Grid 43607 1,542 November16 2610 365-375 335-385 296-337 276-298 2,300-2,900
Packer Owned 12,056 N/A Ericson, NE ’ 332.50-382.50 | 287-32750 | 252.50-304.50 1,319-3,225
Total 420,387 8,520 Noreportavallable =
- ______I |Imperia,NE
SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALES zorepoﬂ;;ailable
n earney,
Delivery Month Neg. Sales0-21days | 1995 | \Roiemperts e 343366 | 293.50-324.50 | 263.50-30075 | 26406675 | 251-26785 >
Nov. ‘24 176,186 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,235 Lexington, NE ; 323-375 279-327 260-291 24650276 | 236.50-244.50 | 215-223.50 =
Dec. 24 145973 Formula sales 3848 | [Novemberia 2078 39250415 |  341-418 | 29350-362 | 277306 | 265.50-270.50 | 245-250.50
Jan. '25 108,693 Forward contract sales| 106 Ogallala,NE ! 332.50-37750 | 307-31750 | 265.50-309 243-265 207-245.50
Feb. 25 89,173 Domestic sales 6,241 November 14 1525 380-390 360-378 319-34050 | 282-307.50 259
Mar. '25 94,164 NAFTA Exports 178 Valentine, NE ’ 329-337.50 302-345 285-332 300 236
1 [November’5 5858 40750-430 | 339-389.50 | 301-349.75 | 288.50-310 | 265-276.50 240-261
CANADIANLIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES Herreid, SD ’ 342-375 304-347.50 262.50-320 257-261.75 249 225-256
. — . Weekly | |November20 s000| 25750 420-470 249-411 299-340 278-289 205-260
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price  change | |Torrington, WY / 355-410 329-366 270-326 257-270 253 246-255
Sleugher Steers, mosty Choice & Select -3,1300-1500 bs__| 174.24 | +133 November14 363.50-380 335-400 33250-378 | 276.50-332 248-257 95-140 1,925-2,375
: : K X ovember .50- - .50- .50~ - - ,925-2,
Slaughter Heifors, mostly Choice & Select 1-3,1200-14000bs | 172.80 | +1.21 Willcox, AZ 1546 | 596.50-362.50 | 250.50-30750 | 24650280 | 220.50-260 | 218.50-225 127156 23752700
Ontario Auctions November18 1635 41750 322-38750 | 276-34050 | 23620250 | 216-26850 | 210-23450 72.50-127 1,900-2,400
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs 176.95 +0.82 Colorado ’ 300-322.50 270-299 230-291.50 221-249 214-244 195-234 89-163 1,400-2,200
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 Ibs 175.48 +0.87 Noreportavailable
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 110.32 -358 LaJunta,CO
*Price comparison from one week ago. November18 2162 390-415 330-375 270-305 250-255 230-260 175-240 116-128
o e |Loma,co ’ 330-390 290-330 255-285 245-270 210-270 180-220 155-170
Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, November 19, 2024) | prsmeserssrry 708 405410 | 3425037950 | 300-304 | 264-289.50 | 25127375 | 242.25-265 102136 2,175-2,950
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario Dodge City, KS ' 322-327.50 252-335 240-290 216-228.50 223-233 127-151 1,225-2,825
501-600 |bs 315.09 319.81 30769 November14 3430 327.50-402 320-385 288-344 263-313 241-274 241-272.75 110-127
601700 Ibs 28575 28673 28041 Pratt,KS g 282.50-365 272-320 249-308 231-264 221-239 200-234 126-162 19004950 Ji8
701-800 bs 265,65 57052 25219 November14 1164 385-411 320-365 297-325 264-299 | 248.50-283.25 | 236.25-269 =
801-900Tbs 54460 21676 23893 Salina,KS ' 325-345 297-336 263-302 240-272.75 223-248 220-240 =
Heifers: : : November14 2038 a2 349-418 280-416 270-316 242-267 216-250.50 | 210.50-230 110-123 1550-2,800 [
201500 b 30995 Clovis,NM ’ 381 307-370 264-320 236-304 216-236 212.50-230 200-219 122.50-152.50 900-2,000 &=
01800 s 818 313.50 28701 November20 879 355 320-400 | 28260-340 | 270-29250 | 25027750 |  235-263 5
501-600 Ibs : 280.53 268.52 EIReno, OK : 255300 | 24250-277 | 231-26750 | 232-05750 | 223.50-233 S
601-700Ibs 257.08 26166 248.82 November19 1400 335392 323370 220-319 242-288 220242 193-239 02121
L 701-800lbs | 241382 | 24559 | 22254 | |McAlester,0K : 273-320 247-303 236-259 193-250 146-226 151193 124-144 925-2,300
USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS November19 7710 380-430 325-418 320-377 248-324 245-286 232-265.50 210-243
, OklahomaCGity, 0K " 319-343 300-353 260-337 225-275 218-253 234 215-219
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume. , November15 53| 29400 310-400 258-375 231290 225275 211238 103721 2,000
Species Current Previous Current Previous | | cuero, TX : 263-360 253-370 231-318 218-302 207-272 187-234 142-147 1,430-1,850
Week Week Vear-to-date  Vear-to-date | [November14 2001 375 301-370 252-305 251268 228-248 221-248 83125
1/11/2024  11/4/2024 Dalhart, TX ’ 332.50 250-333 250-289 245-281 215-256 210-230 200 146
Feeders 31688 30705 1208354 1067344 November15 1579 380-420 320-347.50 285-295 250-260 237 101-123 1,775
- - S— — SanAngelo, TX ’ 330 327.50-337.50 | 282.50-320 240-253 226 121-149 1,475-2,200
USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE November14 109 367 327-345 275-326 239-274 215-257 210 100-115.75 1,900-1925
Tulia, TX : 304-322 289-295 249-272 215-259 202-211 218 125-141 1,400-1,700
November 20, 2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary November15 11ag| 846440 312-340 292-330 260-310 242272 225-235 215-240.50 101130 1,350-3,350
. . . . Alabama ’ 290-320 264-300 236-275 224-254 200-241 190-214 207.50 117-155 860-2,650
Receipts EST: 9,350 Week AgoEST:7,500  Year Ago Act: 6,800 November18 b0s7| 37250 | 28750347 | 21032250 | 254-29650° | 240-290° 230244 | 216-230.75" 103-125 2,200
! Lexington, KY ’ 250-287" 250-291* 236-277" 230-261° 230-254° 215-223" 179-201* 125-168 1,600-2,225
Santa Teresa, NM - Douglas, AZ- November18 9100 350-400 315-365 270-315 258-290 25427475 | 224-264.25 =
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and Joplin, MO ’ 302-330 270-312 246-267.50 238-262 231.50-243 219-227.50 =
yearlings sold steady. Heifers traded yearlings sold steady. Heifers traded November18 9336| 315-400 290-365 255-342 240-305 207.50-284 216-245 166-245 90-139 1,225-3,275
steady. Trade active, demand good. Supply | steady. Trade active, demand good. Supply | [Té ’ 250-310 240-300 220-289 202.50-259 170-244 182.50-237.50 | 165-219.85 114-164 1,000-3,100
consisted of steers and spayed heifers consisted of steers and spayed heifers November18 3,969 290-310 212.50-315 182.50-301 207-281 200-250 127-243
weighing 300-700 bs. weighing 300-700 bs. Virginia ’ 247,50 175-255 162.50-243 161-240 171-227 180-241 150-211
Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-4001bs 287-297 300-4001bs 282-292 ber20 2387 560-630 515-585 426-487 377-42150 357-399 155-180
400-500 Ibs 267-277 400-500 Ibs 262-272 Lethbridge, Alberta © 525-570 515-540 428-474 358-388 321-338 195-214 4,300-6,000
500-600 lbs 247-257 500-600 lbs 242-252
Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJ partner!
300-400 lbs 336-346 300-400 lbs 334-344 S —
400-500 Ibs 306-316 400-500 Ibs 304-314 At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your
500-600 Ibs 276-286 500-600 Ibs 274-284 customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.) CO ntact H anna h at 720 _370 _8 275 fO rmore |nfo rmation.




Cooking a Thanksgiving
feast for your friends and fam-
ily will cost less than last year
butwill stillbe more expensive
than before the pandemic. The
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s (AFBF) 39th annual
Thanksgiving dinner survey
provides a snapshot of the av-
erage cost of this year’s classic
holiday feast for 10, which is
$58.08 or about $5.80 per per-
son.

This is a 5% decrease from
2023, which was 4.5% lower
than 2022. Two years of de-
clines don’t erase dramatic
increases that led to a record
high cost of $64.06 in 2022.
Despite the encouraging mo-
mentum, a Thanksgivingmeal
isstill 19% higher thanitwasin
2019, which highlights the im-
pactinflation has had on food
prices—and farmers’ costs—
since the pandemic.

The centerpiece on most
Thanksgiving tables—the tur-
key—helped bring down the
overall costofdinner. The aver-
agepricefor a 16-pound turkey
is $25.67. That is $1.68 per
pound, down 6% from lastyear.

Farm Bureau volunteer
shoppers checked prices Nov.
1-7, before most grocery store
chains began featuring whole
frozen turkeys at sharply lower
prices. Accordingto USDA Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service

data, the average per-pound
feature price for whole frozen
turkeys declined further dur-
ingthe second week of Novem-
ber. Consumers who have not
yet purchased a turkey may
find additional savings in the
days leading up to Thanksgiv-
ing.
“The turkey is traditionally
the main attraction on the
Thanksgiving table and is typi-
cally the most expensive part
ofthemeal,” said AFBF Econo-
mistBerntNelson. “The Amer-
icanturkeyflockis the smallest
it's been since 1985 because of
avian influenza, but overall
demand has also fallen, result-
ing in lower prices at the gro-
cerystore for families planning
aholiday meal”

The shopping list for Farm
Bureau’s informal survey in-
cludes turkey, stuffing, sweet
potatoes, rolls, peas, cranber-
ries, a veggie tray, and pump-
kin pie with whipped cream,
all in quantities sufficient to
serve a gathering of 10.

Most ingredients in the sur-
vey saw a decline in prices,
includingfresh vegetables. The
drop in prices reflects price
volatility in crops this year. The
cost of whole milk dropped
more than 14%. Favorable
weather contributed to the de-
cline in milk pricing. It is im-
portant to note, however, that

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

milk prices vary significantly
between regions in the U.S.

Items like dinner rolls and
cubed stuffingboth saw an 8%
increase because higher labor
costs, among other drivers, are
increasing the cost of pro-
cessed food. Cranberry prices
increased almost 12% year-
over-year. In 2023, cranberries
had the second largest de-
crease in price of any products
in the basket at 18%. The in-
crease thisyear puts cranberry
prices closer to historic norms
and, excluding last year, is the
leastexpensiveyear since 2015.

“We should all be thankful
that we live in a country with
such an abundant food sup-
ply,” said AFBF President Zippy
Duvall.

“America has one of the
most affordable food supplies
in the world. In order to main-
tainthat, weneed astrongfarm
bill which enables Americans
topursue their dreamswithout
worrying about feeding their
families,” Duvall said. “A new
farm bill with a modernized
safetynetto supportthosewho
raise crops and livestock en-
sures farmers can survive
tough economic times and
continue to supply food for
America’s families, not just for
the holidays, but year-round”

In recognition of changes in
Thanksgiving dinner tradi-

Countryside demand remains strong

MARKETS

(frompage1)

 Forward contract net pur-
chases: $300.61.

o Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $302.21.

Slaughter through Thursday
totaled about 496,000 head,
compared to 483,000 head a
week earlier. Total slaughter for
a week earlier is projected at
606,000 head. Actual slaughter
forthe week ending Nov. 9 was
620,666 head. The average
steer dressed weight was 960
lbs., 21bs. above the prior week.

“Processorsare runningwell
ahead oflastweekfor slaughter
volumes following the lead of
retailers who are ramping up
inventories in an effort to have
product on hand after the hol-
iday,’ the Cattle Report wrote
on Thursday.

Boxed beef prices were
mixed over the week. The
Choice cutout gained about $3
to close at $306.79, and the
Select cutout lost about $4 to
close at $272.92.

“The attention of the market
will turn to the middle meats
as the holiday season ap-
proaches. Beef features will be

dex gained $3.23 to close at
$254.27.

Corn futures sawsome gains
over the week, with the De-
cember contract up 7 cents to
$4.26 and the March contract
up 6 cents to $4.36.

“Even though buyer de-
mand is still excellent through-
out the countryside for both
feeders and calves, it’s likely
that traders will remain cau-
tious until they see what Fri-
day’s Cattle on Feed report
yields,” Stewart wrote on
Wednesday. Stewart noted that
buyer demand in the country-
side has been “utterly impec-
cable,” as shown by the CME
Feeder Cattle Index.

Several sale barns will be
closed for the upcoming
Thanksgiving holiday.

Kansas: Winter Livestockin
Dodge City sold 991 head on
Wednesday. Compared to a
week earlier, feeder steers and
heiferswere notwell tested and
ahigher undertone wasnoted.
Benchmark steers averaging
791 lbs. sold from $251-257,
averaging $255.19.

Missouri: Joplin Regional
Stockyards in Carthage sold
8,500 head on Monday. Com-

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Na-
tional Stockyards in Oklahoma
City sold 8,000 head on Mon-
day. Compared to a week ear-
lier, feeder steers and heifers
sold steady in a light test. Steer
and heifer calves over 450 Ibs.
sold steady, and under 4501bs.
sold $10 higher. Benchmark
steers averaging 781 lbs. sold
from $249-255, averaging
$252.8.

South Dakota: Sioux Falls
Regional Cattle Auction in
Worthing sold 4,036 head on
Monday. Compared to thelast
auction, steer calves under 550
Ibs. were not well compared
and over 550 Ibs. sold with
steady to higher undertones.
Heifer calves under 500 Ibs.
sold with lower undertones,
while 500-600 Ibs. were $5-10
higher. Yearling feeder steers
sold steady to $2 higher, and
yearling heifers traded steady,
with instances of $6 higher on
750 Ibs. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 775 Ibs. sold for $268-
275, averaging $269.88.

Wyoming: Torrington Live-
stock in Torrington sold 5,000
head on Wednesday. Com-
pared to the previous sale, steer
andheifer calves traded sharp-

tions, the Farm Bureau price
survey also includes boneless
ham, Russet potatoes and fro-
zen greenbeans, in an expand-
ed menu. Adding these foods
to the classic Thanksgiving
menu increased the overall
cost by $19.26, to $77.34.

This year’s national average
cost was calculated using sur-
veys completed with pricing
data from all 50 states and
Puerto Rico. Farm Bureau vol-
unteer shoppers checked
prices in person and online
using grocery store apps and
websites. They looked for the
best possible prices without
taking advantage of special
promotional coupons or com-
bined purchase deals.

The AFBF Thanksgivingdin-
ner survey was first conducted
in 1986. The informal survey
provides arecord of compara-
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Cost of Thanksgiving dinner declines

tive holiday meal costs over the
years. Farm Bureau'’s classic
survey menu has remained
unchanged since 1986 to allow
for consistent price compari-
sons.

Individual prices:

e 16-lb. turkey: $25.67 or
$1.68 per pound (down 6.1%).

« 14 ounces of cubed stuffing
mix: $4.08 (up 8.2%).

o Two frozen pie crusts: $3.40
(down 2.9%).

o Half pint of whipping
cream: $1.81 (up 4.7%).

¢ One pound of frozen peas:
$1.73 (down 8.1%).

e One dozen dinner rolls:
$4.16 (up 8.4%).

 Misc. ingredients to pre-
pare the meal: $3.75 (down
5.1%).

« 30-0z. can of pumpkin pie
mix: $4.15 (down 6.5%).

¢ One gallon of whole milk:

$3.21 (down 14.3%).

o Three pounds of sweet po-
tatoes: $2.93 (down 26.2%).

e One-pound veggie tray
(carrots & celery): $.84 (down
6.4%).

«12-0z.bagoffresh cranber-
ries: $2.35 (up 11.8%).

AFBF analysis revealed re-
gional differencesin the cost of
the meal. The cost for the clas-
sic meal was the most afford-
able in the South at $56.81,
followed by the Northeast at
$57.36, the Midwest at $58.90
and then a significant jump in
the West at $67.81.

The expanded meal (classic
meal plus boneless ham, Rus-
set potatoes and green beans)
was the most affordable in the
South at $81.07, the Northeast
at $81.37, the Midwest at
$83.04, and least affordable in
the West at $94.09. — AFBF

OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071

 Sial Stickose, 1t Calll Hidor Sl
& Cow/ Catfl poaite Sl

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2024

Wé@ @@@/ZM

PHIL AMATEIS (45) Ang & BWF cows, SM-ST. Bred to Ang bulls, due 2/27.

Stackponss

PULLMAN FARMS LLC (150) (90) Ang & BWF cows, 3 y/o, (60) Ang & BWF cows, 5-7 ylo, Al bred twice to Genex
sires Hooks Eagle, Frontier & Reserve. Cleaned up with Gohl Farms & Triangle J Bulls. Due 2/15.
HAYTHORN LAND & CATTLE (120) Ang & BWF cows, 3 y/o-ST, bred to Ang bulls, due 4/1.
MERRELL MARTIN (120) Ang & BWF cows, SS-ST, bred to Chundy Ang bulls, due 3/1.

1 Calfl Fleers

DUNCAN CORNELL (27) (15) Ang hfrs, 1st clf, bred to LBW Reg. Ang bulls, due 2/1, (12) Ang hfrs, 1st clf,i bred to

EAGLES NEST RANCH / ART, RUTH & TIM RAUN (11
bred to GAR Enchance F 270, due 2/20.

LBW Reg Ang bulls, due 3/1

F1 Polled Blk Heref Ang X hfrs, 1st clf

**Wany more valued and high-quality consignments can be viewed at www.ogallalalive.com***

Jay Nordhausen
308-289-1548

- WEEKLY SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY -

CLM REPRESENTATIVES
.916-662-1298
209-482-1648

Jake Parnell....
George Gookin...

Lance Van Winkle
308-874-4435

LIVEST

0CK MARKET
FEEDER SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY
SPECIAL FALL FEEDER SALES

Scott Van Winkle
308-289-0249

highlighted by theribs thatwill  pared to a week earlier, feeder ~ ly higher under 500 Ibs. Calves Rex Whittle 209-996-6994 NO SALE NOVEMBER 27
bepopularforholidayfare,’the  steers sold from $5lowerto$8  over 500 Ibs. traded mostly Mark Fischer. ,
Cattle Report said. ) higher and feeder heifers sold ~ steady. Benchmark steers av- Kris Gudel. - HAPPY THANKSGIVING! -
USDA was set to release its ~ from $3 lower to $2 higher.  eraging665Ibs. sold from $278- DECEMBER 4
latest Cattle on Feed reporton  Benchmark steers averaging 289, averaging $281.33. — An-
Frl((ijily. Ic)ire-tr;por tf esélmalﬁfg 765 lbs. sold from $254-274, naMiller, WLJmanagingedi- DECEMBER T
predicted cattle on feed wo averaging $266.32. tor Tod Radelfinger.
Ee shgl&:lylless thanayesr ear- Bowdy Griffin 530-906-5713 DECEMBER 18
er, with placements and mar- AUCTION MARKET NO SALE DECEMBER 25

ketings afewpercentage points
higher.

COMING EVENTS

495 Stockton Blvd.,, Galt, CA - MERRY CHRISTMAS -

09-745-1515

Feeder cattle (Send calendar of events Details: uscattlemen.org/ .209-745-1582 UPCOMING WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES
d e fiu ined information to editorial@wlj.  annual-meeting-2024. Website/Market Report......www.clmgalt.com CALL NOW TO CONSIGN TO THESE WVM SALES
Feeder cattle futures gaine net) Dec. 4-6 — The National Web Broadcast .www.maauctions.com :

several dollars over the week.
TheNovember contractgained
$7.50 to close at $255.12, and
the January contract gained
$10.25 to close at $253.45.

The CME Feeder Cattle In-

Dec. 5-7 — The United States
Cattlemen’s Association will
host their 2024 Annual
Meetingin San Antonio, TX, at
the InterContinental Hotel.

Grazing Lands Coalition will
holdthe ninthNational Grazing
Lands Conference in Tucson,
AZ. Registration is open at
www.grazinglands.org.

DECEMBER 3 - RENO, NV
JANUARY 6 - NORTH PLATTE, NE
CONSIGN BY DEC. 26

WEDNESD

Butcher Cows
Cow-Calf Pairs/Bred Cows.
Feeder Cattle

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

........ 8:30am
1:30am
12pm
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WWWWLJNET 720-370-7977

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

GENERAL INFORMATION

ADVERTISING RATES

BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)

BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)

BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and
handling service.

BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.
COLORPHOTO: $35 EACH.

DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.

SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as

well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count
as two.

TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or
mailed.

CONDITIONS

EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MT, the week prior to
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.
Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy.
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency
commissionable.

| I Employment Wanted 20H ..... Northeast Real Estate For Sale
2o Help Wanted .. Foreign Real Estate For Sale
3 ... Situations Wanted Real Estate Wanted
4.. Distributors Wanted 22.. Real Estate Rent/Lease/Trade
5 Appraisers 23.............c..... Pasture Available
[, A}.ICtIOnS 24.. ..Pasture Wanted
7 .- Auctioneers o5 ... Mineral Rights
g B LGt IE IR I:c;':gc;l?ttlz 26.. ..Hay/Feed/Seed
100 [ CattleforSale o4 o
Mo Cattle Wanted " ’ :
> /Semen/Embryos 29 Fencing/Corrals
} 3 Brar\: ds 30. Equipment For Sale
1 o e '.I'D.c';é'é'for Sale < Equipment Wanted
15 :::i—lorses/MuIes < - Building Mate.rials
6. Bison/Buffalo 33 e Trucks/Trailers
17 s Sheep/Goats/Hogs 34. Tra(l:tors/ Implemerlnts
. Livestock Supplies 35 . Business Opportunity
..Ranch/Livestock Services 36 o Loans
vveeeerssnnr. REDI Estate Opportunities 37 «--ssseeesssreeesssenennas ... Insurance
........... Pacific Real Estate For Sale 38 - - Financial Assistance
20B . Intermountain Real Estate ForSale 39 - Tech/Books/Art/Etc.
20C ...... Mountain Real Estate For Sale 40 . Miscellaneous
20D .... Southwest Real Estate For Sale  41.. ... Lost/Found
20E............. Plains Real Estate For Sale  42.........cceouvreeienieenennnnns Personal
20F......... Midwest Real Estate ForSale 43 .......ccccevieevieriennieennnes Schools
20G.....Southeast Real Estate For Sale  44.............. Auctioneering Schools

720-370-7977 - Fax: 303-722-0155
www.wlj.net - classified@wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS.
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL.
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL BE
PROMPTLY FORWARDED.

PLACE A CLASSIFIED
AD, SEEIT INPRINT
& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

Call & schedule your classified

ad today!
720-370-7977

classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

1-303-722-0155

CLASSIFIED INDEX

CLASSIFIED CORRAL

Cattle
For Sale

Excellent selection of Angus bulls
for sale.

Al-sired from proven cow families.
Westwind Angus
(530) 736-0727

Angus
Hereford,
Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

We have couples of adorable
mini Cows & Donkeys.

For more info Text/Call:
(662) 625-6381

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Best prices with delivery available.
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Real Estate

Opportunities

HISTORIC ‘FORT ROCK RANCH’
for sale in Seligman, AZ.
This is a rare opportunity to own
a magnificent piece of western
history.

Lindon Gareis
Designated Broker
DOWN-HOME REALTY LLC

602-810-4523

Real Estate

Pacific eus

KNIPE

LAND COMPANY®

EST 1944

NEAR YELLOWSTONE
ASHTON, ID
2,119+ acres with creeks,
springs, cabin, great hunting,
and recreation. Reduced!
Now $8,500,000, or buy part

$4,250,000

DAYTON RANCH
1,715+ acres with timber,
creeks, and meadows.
Borders State land with
great hunting and fishing.
Reduced! Now $3,417,000

Buying or Selling? Call today!
(208) 345-3163 * knipeland.com

f NEED EXTRA INCOME? 3\

Advertise a hunting
or fishing lease!

CALL NOW!

800-850-2769
A 4

B cLassFED@WLINET

Real Estate 20C

Mountain

715 Acre Livestock Farm in the
Big Horn Basin WY
Irrigating 541 acres, 4 pivots with
free water. Functional
improvements, 4 bedroom home,
large shop with attached apartment,
livestock barn, 2 large metal
buildings, corrals with fed pens.
$3,190,000
RuralLands Real Estate
contact: frank@ruralands.com

307-851-2426

Real Estate Rent
eal Estate Rent/ 22

Lease/Trade

Ranch for Lease
Accepting bids for irrigated Clove
Ranch in Dixon, CA.

434 Acres, cross fenced into 10
pastures. Irrigated by Rec District
2068 with a guaranteed water
supply.

Stock water well on property, feeds
all pastures and corrals.

Full set of working corrals with a
capacity of 500 head.

Ranch will be available 5/1/2025 for
the grazing season.

Send bids & information requests to:
rongilliland7@gmail.com

Pasture

Wanted

5th generation rancher in search of
winter ground for 100-200 fall pairs.

References available.
Based in Orland.
916-705-6861

Ranch lease wanted for pairs. 2025
and beyond. Up to 1500 pairs but
would consider smaller deals.
Anywhere in the western states. Full
care or our care

541-377-3942

Hay/Feed/

Seed =

Sincr} BalefFeeders

feeding farm efficiency

“If you are feeding lots of
big squares, Sinch Bale
Feeder is the solution!”

Videos & more on website.
Phone Charles:
(435) 459-1848

Irrigation 27

‘ ,.'wEs'rE
WpoLyriPE

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems
Fair Prices - Good Service - Rancher Owned
DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST

CALL TODAY: 775-657-1815

Ag/Industrial

Supplies e

NEW & USED PIPE

Saw Cut Post, used sucker rod, used
guard rail.
Conlin Supply Company, Inc

Call Larry 209-847-8977
Delivery available.

Visit

www.wlj.net
today!

Real Estate

Southwest il

Real Estate

Southwest ens

Scott Land Company, LIL.C

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

NEWLISTING! COCHRAN CO., TX. - 160+ ac. native grass, existing oil production. The
tract is located roughly 21 miles north of Plains, Texas and 32 miles southwest of Whiteface,
Texas. Mule deer in the area. Good small hunting, grazing ranch.

UNION CO., NM - Divided into three tracts for rotational grazing of 1,822+ ac. enrolled in
the new Grasslands Conservation Reserve Program & 120+ ac. of the property in the standard
CRP program. GCRP can be grazed year-round each year. Excellent fencing, one mile of hwy.
frontage together with all-weather roads on the remainder, equipped with almost new set
of steel working pens with scale, a second set of almost new working pens, watered by subs
on electricity with pipelines furnishing water for drinkers in each pasture. Gramma & buffalo
grasses. Broker owned.

UNION CO., NM - Just out of Clayton, a large feedyard w/four circles irrigated by % mile
sprinklers, six rr. wells & just across the hwy. an 800 ac. grass lease.

www.scottlandcompany.com - 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker - Krystal M. Nelson-NM QB

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!

Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher
(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

303-773-3545

GET THOROUGH PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf

You Call Steve, I'll Come to You.

delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you

improve your business.

STAY UP TODATE

Learn more by working with
live animals under expert
supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.
Dept. WLJ « 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032

785/448-3119

www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com
Over 100 years of
continuous service

LOOKING TO
SELL ORBUY?

PLACE A
CLASSIFIED!

Listed online and in the
weekly issue of WLJ, your
ad is sure to get results!

Call
720-370-7977
or visit wij.net/classifieds
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&) SALE REPORTS

STOKROSE LAND &
LIVESTOCK BULL SALE
Nov. 7, Moses Lake, WA

83 Angusbulls. .. $4,901
Auctioneer: Rick
Machado
Sale Manager: M3
Marketing

TOPS: Stokrose Exem-
plify 516L, by Linz Exemplify
71124; to SHB Angus,
Rearden, WA, $10,750. Stok-
rose Man In Black 107L, by
LAR Man In Black; to John
Ford, Willits, CA, $10,500.
Stokrose Man In Black 128L,

by LARMan InBlack; to John
Ford, Willits, CA, $10,000. —
JARED PATTERSON

RIVERBEND RANCH
BULL SALE
Nov. 13, Idaho Falls, ID
243 Angus

bulls............ $8,405
Auctioneers: Trent
Stewart & Rick Machado
Sale Manager: Cotton &
Associates
TOPS: Riverbend Teton
1071L, by TEX Teton 9052; to
Burgess Angus Ranch,

‘Mystery plant’ shows up in three KS locations

An official with the Kansas
Crop Improvement Associa-
tion (KCIA) encourages the
state’s farmers to look for signs
of awild triticale hybrid found
recently in wheat fields.

Marion Spiering, the man-
ager of field services and seed
certification for KCIA, said the
wheat and triticale hybrid
“wasn’tintentionally crossed.

“We found it in three loca-
tions this summer and itwas a
mystery plant,” Spiering said.
“We didn’t know what it was,
so I embarked on a quest to
figure out what we were find-
ing”

The unknown plant was
easy to spot, Spiering said. “It
stands above the canopy, so
looking across the field, it’s
pretty easy to spot if you get
down to the level of the wheat
canopy, she said.

As the official seed and
plant-part certifying agencyin
Kansas, the KCIA routinely
inspects fields in the state as
part of its quality control sys-
tem. As producers prepared for
inspections this year, some of
them spotted the wild hybrid;
Spiering said there were re-
ports in south central Kansas,

aswell as Dickinson and Mar-
ion counties.

“Atfirstglance, these farmers
probably thought it was rye or
triticale,’ Spiering said. “Butas
they got closer to it and looked
atthehead, theyrealized itwas
neither. Itwas somethingnew”’

Genetic testing confirmed
the wheat x triticale hybrid,
which Spiering said surprised
her: “Triticale alreadyis a cross
between wheat and rye, so I
honestly didn’t know that a
hybrid could hybridize again
with wheat,” she said.

The hybrid looks like a
wheat head, but more narrow
and flat than wheat should be.
“I think anybody familiar with
what a wheat head, rye head
and triticale head looks like
would be able to pick it out in
their field, and know that it
doesn’t neatly fit into any of
those categories,” Spiering
said.

Thehybrid doesn’thavealot
of seed fill—only about three
seeds per plant, according to
Spiering—soitisnotaconcern
for wheat production in Kan-
sas. Butgermination tests con-
ducted by the KCIA seed labo-
ratory showed that the seeds

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service

to our advertisers. There

is @ minimum advertising
requirement to be eligible to

be listed in the Sale Calendar.
Contact your fieldman for more
information or to have your date
added to the Sale Calendar. We
will only run auction sale dates
or private treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS

Nov. 25 — COLA 21st
Century Female Sale,
Madras, OR

Dec. 10 — PAYS Blue
Ribbon Stock Cow Sale,
Billings, MT

Dec. 20 — PAYS Northland
Cow Sale, BLS, Billings, MT

ANGUS

Nov. 26 — Paint Rock
Angus, Bull Sale, Hyattville,
wy

Nov. 29 — Vermilion Ranch,
Bull Sale, Billings, MT

Dec. 2 — Jacobsen Ranch,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT
Dec. 2 — Stevenson’s
Diamond Dot, Bull Sale,
Hobson, MT

Dec. 3 — Stevenson Angus
Ranch, Bull Sale, Hobson,
MT

Dec 3 — ZumBrunnen
Angus, Production Sale,
Lusk, WY

Dec. 4 — Beef Country
Breeders, Bull Sale,
Columbus, MT

Dec. 5 — Kern Cattle, Bull
Sale, Visalia, CA

Dec. 5 — Sitz Angus, Bull
Sale, Harrison, MT

Dec. 6 — KG Ranch, Bull
Sale, Three Forks, MT
Dec. 7 — Reverse Rocking R
Ranch, Bull Sale, Maxwell,
NM

Dec. 9 — Hollow Top Angus,
Bull Sale, Pony, MT

Dec. 11 — Shipwheel Cattle
Co., Bull Sale, Chinkook,
MT

Dec. 12 — Heart of the Hi-
Line, Commercial Female
Sale, Box Elder, MT

Dec. 14 — Gaugler Angus
Ranch, Bull Sale, Judith
Gap, MT

Dec. 16 — Sitz Angus, Bred
Cow Sale, Dillon, MT

Dec. 16 — TK Angus, Bull
Sale, Valentine, NE

Dec. 19 — Bobcat Angus,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

HEREFORD
Nov. 25 — Berry Herefords,
Bull Sale, Cheyenne, WY
Dec. 6 — Western States
Hereford Sale, Reno, NV
RED ANGUS

Dec. 4 — Big Sky Elite
Female Sale, Three Forks,
MT

Dec. 9 — Cross Diamond,
Bull Sale, Bertrand, NE
Dec. 13 — 5L Red Angus,
Bull Sale, Sheridan, MT

SALERS

Dec. 2 — Jacobsen Ranch,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

SIMANGUS

Dec. 6 — Yardley Cattle Co.,
Female Sale, Beaver, UT
Dec. 7 — T-Heart Ranch,
Female Sale, La Garita, CO

SIMMENTAL

Dec. 7 — Montana
Simmental, Female Sale,
Billings, MT

STABILIZER

Dec. 7 — Leachman Cattle,
Bull Sale, Loma, CO

Dec. 14 — Leachman Cattle,
Bull Sale, Gering, NE

Dec. 19 — Leachman Cattle,
Bull Sale, San Saba, TX

that it does produce are 60%
viable, meaningthereisaslight
possibility that the wild hybrid
could negativelyimpactwheat
production in the future.

Spiering encourages wheat
producers to notify the KCIA if
they discover the hybrid in
their fields. She said that the
organization benefits from
having data on the hybrid,
and can potentially help con-
firm thatitis, indeed, the sus-
pect hybrid.

In the short term, she said
wheat growers who wish to

get rid of the suspect hybrid
can simply grab a handful—
and pull.

“I want folks to know that
thisisn’tabigconcernin Kan-
sas right now,” Spiering said.
“Seed certification is dedi-
cated to a traceability system;
all of the growers in our state
have their fields inspected
and they rogue their fields, so
it’s not a concern. Seed certi-
fication is a great system to
keep thisunder control” — K-
State Research and Exten-
sion

Homedale, ID, $36,000. —
JARED PATTERSON

TLC RANCH & SUGAR
TOP ANGUS BULL SALE
Nov. 16, Jerome, ID
44 Angushbulls. . . $5,924

16 Commercial bull bred
heifers........... 3,550
14 Angus bred
heifers........... 2,900
Auctioneers: Butch
Booker & Cotton Booker
TOPS: Sugar Top BARDy-
namic Peyton, by B AR Dy-
namic; to Michael Sliman,
Gooding, ID, $13,000. Sugar
Top Brick ST 10 Speed, by S
S Brickyard; to Neil Helmick,
Mountain Home, ID, $9,000.
Sugar Top Patriarch Fate, by
Tehama Patriarch FO28; to
Michael Sliman, Gooding, ID,
$9,000. Sugar Top BAR Dy-
namic Power, by B A R Dy-
namic; to Neil Helmick,
Mountain Home, ID, $9,000.
—JARED PATTERSON

HOFFMAN RANCH FALL

BULL SALE
Nov. 14, Thedford, NE
96 Angusbulls. .. $11,187

2SimAngus

bulls .............. 7,625
42 Hereford

bulls .............. 7,077
320 Commercial bred
heifers............ 3,210

2 QuarterHorses .14,000
Auctioneer: Rick
Machado

TOPS: StellpflugBarNone
3912, 8/16/2023 by Hoff-
man Bar None; to Elwood
Ranches, Montague, CA,
$44,000. Stellpflug Gulf-
stream 3852, 8/28/2023 by
Connealy Gulfstream; to
Potts Bros. Farm, Jefferson,
GA, $35,000. Hoffman Re-
public 3817, 8/11/2023 by
Raven Republic 1564; to
Kroupa Pukwana Cattle Co.
LLC, Pukwana, SD, $28,000.
Hoffman RC Republic 3814,
8/9/2023 by Raven Republic
1564; to Kroupa Pukwana
Cattle Co. LLC, Pukwana, SD,
$22,000.—TY GROSHANS

SITZ Influence & Dillon Livestock
Bred Female Sale

December 16, 2024 | Tlam (MT)

Dillon Livestock Auction, Dillon, MT

2,000 Head Sell—Sitz Angus Influence
Will start calving the end of February

Quality Commercial Angus

800 Bred Heifers | 1,200 2-10 Year-Old-Cows
Heifers Al bred and cleaned up with low-birthweight Sitz Bulls

Call Jim Sitz (406-925-988) or Barry McCoy (406-660-1889)

DillonLivestockAuction.com

Ay Uttty

Western Livestock Journal.
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Matt & Tracy Basset - Complete

Dispersion

450 BLACK ANGUS BRED COWS

2-YEAR-OLDS TO BROKEN MOUTH

Bred to Vermilion Angus Bulls. Start Calving March

1st . Every Cow is home raised . 70% are 6 years old

& younger. 96-98% breed up the last 10 plus years -
FANCY KIND.

100 BLACK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS

Group 1: February 1st-28th Ultrasound Tested. 68% Al
Bred to Connealy King Air - balance bred to LBW King
Air Sons. Group 2: March 1st-30th Ultrasound Tested.
Bred to LBW King Air Sons. COWS & HEIFERS both had
Vira Shield 6 VL5, Multimin, and Poured this Fall.

Camas Creek Ranch-Complete
Dispersion

1,200 BLACK ANGUS BRED COWS

(750_2 6-YEAR-OLDS)

150 BLACK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS

Bred to calve April/May. Ultrasound tested. Fall shots
& poured. Bred to Vermilion and Sitz Angus bulls.

FL Robinson Ranch - Complete
Dispersion

385 BLACK ANGUS BRED COWS

2-YEAR-OLDS TO BROKEN MOUTH

Bred to Black Angus Bulls . Start Calving April 1st.
Reputation set of cows that have years of Al & high-
quality bull selection .

Lazy TM Livestock

205 MOSTLY ANGUS. FEW BWF 2- COMING
3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS

Calve April 1-30

17 MOSTLY ANGUS FEW BWF 2- COMING 3-YEAR-
OLD BRED COWS

Calve May 1-15

90 BLACK ANGUS 3 & 4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve April 1-30

16 BLACK ANGUS 3 & 4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve May 1-15

Ultrasound tested. All bred to front end Midland Test
Angus growth bulls. Calves weaned mid Sept. Cows
are in excellent condition coming off winter range and
Rio Max. Tubs.

85 BLACK ANGUS 3 & 4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve March 5 for 50 days

14 BLACK ANGUS 5 & 6-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve March 5 for 50 days

All bred to Vermilion Angus growth bulls. Excellent for
quality and disposition. Steer calves shipped mid Oct.
at 605 Ibs, heifers 585 Ibs.

40 BLACK ANGUS 3 & 4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
40 BLACK ANGUS 5 & 6-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve March 7 to April 30

Bred to Heiken and few Gateway Simm Angus bulls.
Steer calves mid Oct. at 650 Ibs. Total Dispersion of
3-6-year-old cows off one ranch.

Arntzen, Kevin

80 BLACK ANGUS MIXED AGE
BRED COWS

Calve March/April. Bred to Angus bulls.

Arthun Ranch

28 BLACK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS
Start Calving late April/Early May

130 MIXED AGE BLACK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Calve from March - May . Bred to Current Creek Angus
and Wheeler Mountain Bulls. Give Scour Boss and Safe
Guard this Fall.

Barnett

60 BLACK 2- COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
55 calve April 1-30, 5 calve May 1-30

Ultrasounded. Bred to Angus bulls. ViraShield 6 VL5
and Poured in November.

Davidson, Peter

100 BLACK ANGUS BRED COWS
Start Calving March 20th . Bred to Angus Bulls.
Vaccinated & Wormed.

Corey Schultz e 406-690-1150
PAYS General Manager

Bill Cook * 406-670-0689
BLS General Manager, Auctioneer,
Field Rep

BLUE RIBBONICONSIGNMENITSICEOSED

7,500 + BRED

FEMALES SELL

Over 2,000 Bred Heifers
& 5,500 Bred Cows!

December 10 & 11 ¢ 2024 @ 9:00 A.M. Each Day
FEATURED CONSIGNMENTS:

Dingwall
45 BLACK MIXED AGE BRED COWS
Calve March/April. Bred to good Angus bulls.

Dierks Brothers

9 BLK ANGUS Al BRED HEIFERS

Al Bred to Vermilion Leo Due Feb 6

25 BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS

Calve March 1-15

25 BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS

Calve March 16- April 5

2 BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS

Calve April 10-31

Bred to LBW Sons of Deposit, Exchange, Logo \ 1100+,
Fancy, Gentle, Reputation Kind.

Green, Larry (Semi-Retirement

Dispersion)
10 REGISTERED HEIFERS
Calve February/March

20 REGISTERED YOUNG COWS

End of January through April

All Bred to Al Sires(KR Kingley, Connealy Commerce,
Connealy Kraftsman & Greens Private Stock) . Shots &
Poured this Fall

Griffin Land & Cattle

100 MIXED AGE BLACK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Start Calving March 1st on Heifers & March 8th on the
Cows - Bred for 45 Days. Bred to Black Angus Bulls.
Vira Shield 6 VL5 and Cydectin Injectable.

Hammersmark/Howard

48 BLACK ANGUS
COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve March 10 to April 10

11 BLACK ANGUS

COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS

Calve April 10 to May 10

All Bred to Felton Angus bulls. All had ViraShield 6 and
poured with Clean Up this Fall. Been on a Payback
mineral program.

ohnson, Phil & Pe
60 BLACK ANGUS
2-, 3-, 4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Start Calving March 25th
Bred to Black Angus bulls from GDAR
All Fall shots and poured

30 BLACK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS
Calve April 15 to May 15
Bred to LBW Black Angus bulls

Jurenka, jJoe

300 BLACK/BLACK BALDY

BRED HEIFERS

240 F1 BALDY HEIFERS

Bred to LBW Shipwheel BLS Bravado 1536

186 Al BRED HEIFERS

Start Calving February 20th . Cleaned up with Math
Angus and Shipwheel Bulls. Fully Vaccinated: Modified
Live Pre-Breeding. Cattle Master 5 this Fall. Stay
Bred BL5. Full Free Choice Mineral.

Kuhlman - Bittercreek

20 SHORT TERM BLK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Start Calving March 20. Bred to Blk Angus Bulls from
VR and Clear Creek. Fall Shots & Poured.

Lamey, Corey

50 MIXED AGE BLACK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Start Calving February 10th

(Shoulder Marks are May Calvers). Bred to Circle L
Bulls. Shots & Poured.

Lesh Cattle Co.

120 BLACK ANGUS Al BRED HEIFERS

Start calving March 26, White Button Tag

Al bred to 44 Farms Good News, registered Angus
calving ease bull, 75 Ibs BW

Rep

PAYS

Public Apelion Yards

2L

Lesh Cattle Co. (continued)

100 BLACK ANGUS BULL

BRED HEIFERS

Start calving March 26 to April 16, 1st cycle heifers Red
Button Tag. Bred to Register Angus calving ease bulls
from Larsen and Vermilion Angus bulls. All are one
iron heifers, home raised (EID) and some purchased
from Dolatta and Reiger Ranches. Home raised steers
have been in the Prime Pursuits program for 7 years,
98+9% Choice and Prime. All have had VL5, poured and
age branded Sept. 5. Averaging 950-1000 Ibs.

Lesh Cattle Co.

Wyatt & Amy Lesh

100 BLACK ANGUS

COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS

Start calving April 1. Bred to registered Angus bulls
from 44 Farms, Larsen Ranch, and Vermilion. One iron,
home raised cows with age brand and EID. . Home
raised steers have been in the Prime Pursuits program
for 7 years, 98+% Choice and Prime. All have had VL5
and Safeguard in Oct. Averaging 1000-1100 Ibs.

Les Craft Angus

15 REGISTERED BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS ($100\
HD FOR PAPERS)

Calve March 1-April 10. Bred to Sons of Jameson &
Baldridge Versatile. No Brands, 12004#, Pre-Breeding
Shots, Year Round Mineral Program.

10 BLK ANGUS MIXED AGE BRED COWS ($100\HD
FOR PAPERS)

Calve March 1-April 15. Bred to Sons of Alternative,
Tahoe, Verdict. Pre-Breeding Shots, Year Round
Mineral Program.

Little Belt Cattle Company

130 2 COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BLK ANGUS BRED
cows

Calve April 10 - May 30. Bred to High Performance
Vermilion & Sitz Angus Bulls. All Raised Calves, Front
End Fancy Reputation.

Morgan, Jim

30 SHORT TERM BLACK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Start Calving March 15th - May 15th

Bred to Black Angus Bulls. On Scour Boss 9 Program,
Vira Shield 6 and Poured.

Pierce, Jeremey & Liz

150 BLACK ANGUS Al BRED HEIFERS

Al bred to Vermilion Leo. Bred to calve March 1st for
10 day period.

150 BLACK ANGUS PASTURE

BRED HEIFERS

Start calving March 15th for 60 days. Bred to Vermilion
and Hinman Angus bulls. Fancy set of heifers weighing
1000 Ibs, handled horseback all Summer long, spent
the Summer. at the top of the Crazy Mountains.

Pine Coulee

140 MIXED AGE BLACK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Start Calving Middle of March through the Middle of
May. Bred to Pine Coulee Bulls.

Rock Creek Cattle Co.

50 BLACK MIXED AGE BRED COWS

Calve March 1 for 45 days

100% Vermilion bred. Have had 8 Way, VL5, and
Safeguarding.

Roe Livestock

12 PUREBRED BLACK ANGUS

BRED HEIFERS

Sired by HF Quick Draw 145G

Start calving Feb. 12th. Bred to a Ellingson Rangland
son. Cattle Master in the Spring & Fall.

Roen, Ryan

50 BLK/BWF MIXED AGE BRED COWS

Calve March (green tab)/April (white tab). Bred to Black
Angus bulls.

Owner, Auctioneer, Field Rep

Joe Goggins ® 406-861-5664

Billings, MT

x 1781 « Billings, MT 59103

(406) 245 6447 Toll Free f 800) 821-6447

Siewert Ranch

90 MIXED AGE BLK ANGUS

BRED COWS

Calve April\May

Bred to Blk Angus Bulls. Virashield 6 & Safeguard.

Stampfel, John

15 BLK ANGUS SHORT TERM

BRED COWS

6 —4-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS

Calve Jan\Feb

Bred to Pine Coulee Angus Bulls. Fall Shots.

Stevensen Angus Ranch

30 MIXED AGE BLACK ANGUS
BRED COWS

Stevenson, Bob & Robin

138 MIXED AGE COMMERCIAL

ANGUS COWS

Calve March/April

Bred to Black Angus bulls. Preg Guard, Guardian Scour
Boss, booster needed, Dectomax.

S & G Livestock Inc

55 MIXED AGE BRED COWS

(15-3's, 40- 5 to Broken Mouth)

Calve March 5 to May 25. Bred to Heiken and Vermilion
Angus bulls.

Two Dot Land & Livestock
(South)

46 COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BLACK ANGUS BRED
cows

Start Calving March 25th through May 15th (May
Calvers have dye mark). One Iron Cows - No Fall Shots.

Vanek Ranch

45 HEAD 3 & 4-YEAR-OLD BLACK/BWF BRED
cows

Start Calving March 1st

Bred to LBW Black Angus Bulls . Vira Shield 6.

Verlanic
90 BLACK MIXED AGE BRED COWS

Calve April/May
Bred to good Angus bulls

Veltkamp
75 BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS
Calve March 15-April 15

25 BLK ANGUS BRED HEIFERS
Calve April 15-May 15
Bred to LBW Veltkamp Angus Bulls

Verona Cattle

120 2 COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS, 75
BLACK/45 BWF

Start calving April 1 for 60 days

Bred to Vermilion Angus bulls. Fall shots and poured.
30 BLACK Al BRED HEIFERS

Bred to calve March 20-25

Al bred to Vermilion Leo . Ultrasound tested,
ViraShield 6 VL5, Scourboss 9, and poured this Fall.

Wichman, Garrett & Steiner

120 F1 BLACK/SIMM CROSS

BRED HEIFERS

Start Calving March 1st

Bred to Gateway Simmental Angus Bulls. Will Have
Preg Guard and 7 Way given at Yards.

Zentner Family

160 BLACK 2 COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve March 25 to April 30th Blue tags

40 BLACK 2 COMING 3-YEAR-OLD BRED COWS
Calve May 1-30 Yellow Tags

Ultrasound tested, bred to Zentner & Vermilion Angus
Bulls. Fall shots and poured.

For More Information Contact:

Ty Thompson e 406-698-4783
Cattle Sale Manager, Auctioneer, Field

Bob Cook e 406-670-0078
Owner, Field Rep




