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L5578 BLM seeks input on Gunnison sage-grouse plan
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LAMB INVESTIGATION — Con-
gress pushes for investigation into
lamb and mutton imports into the
U.S. Page 6

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

"Drought stricken cow/calf produc-
ers could improve pasture prospects
next summer by planting extra high-
quality legumes, such as alfalfa or
red clover, in the spring. However, in
order to give legumes a fair shot at
establishing themselves, producers
are urged to turn their cows back out
on those pastures now. ‘Adding le-
gumes to hay meadows and cool-
season pastures is the best way to
increase forage quality and animal
performance,’ said Bruce Anderson,
extension forage specialist at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln,”
read the Nov. 17, 2003, WLJ article
offering advice to producers dealing
with extreme drought.
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— Grazing potentially
impacted

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) has opened a public
comment period for managing
Gunnison sage-grouse on public
lands to protect habitat from en-
ergy development, livestock graz-
ing, recreation and mineral devel-
opment in southwestern Colora-
do and southeast Utah.

The Gunnison sage-grouse is
similar to the greater sage-grouse,
butwas designated as its own spe-
ciesin 2000. In 2014, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
designated the Gunnison sage-
grouse population as threatened
under the Endangered Species
Act. The sage grouse occupies 10%
ofits historical range in eight pop-
ulation centers, mainly in the
Gunnison Basin, according to
BLM.

BLM released a draft resource
management plan (RMP)
amendment and draft
environmental impact statement
(EIS) in 2016 but suspended the
plan in 2018 when USFWS
announced arecovery plan for the
bird. In 2020, USFWS developed
the final recovery plan for the
Gunnison sage-grouse using

— New officer position
created

USDA has announced its latest
efforts to address the competition
issue in the markets and create a
more level playing field.

The department has finalized
thefirst of its three rules under the
Packers and Stockyards Act, which
relates more to the poultry indus-
try. In addition, USDA shared sev-
eral other updates based on Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s 2021 executive
order to promote competition in
the economy. These include clar-
ifying domestic origin require-
ments to sell meat to USDA for
nutrition assistance programs and
creating a position for a chief com-
petition officer at USDA.

“Thisrule and the other actions
we are announcing today bring
transparency and accountability
to transactional relationships
across the poultry industry, seed

USDA reports progress
on competition efforts

industry and federal procure-
ment, and they are critical stepsin
USDA’s competition and farmer
fairness,” said USDA Secretary
Tom Vilsack in a statement.

New updates

In addition to releasing a final
rule for poultry growers, the Biden
administration announced three
related updates to help boost
competition.

The Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice (AMS) is clarifying that meat
products must be from animals
born, raised and slaughtered in
the U.S. to meet the domestic ori-
ginrequirements for USDA's com-
modity procurement program.
Food products are procured do-
mestically for use in nutrition as-
sistance programs, and it was de-
termined the current guidelines

See COMPETITION on page 11
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occupied habitats where breeding
occurs and unoccupied habitats
where the bird formerly occupied.

Alternatives

The draft RMP/EIS incorpo-
rates recommendations from the

recovery plan and details five al-
ternatives for addressing the con-
servation needs of the sage grouse
with public land uses.
Alternative A, the no action al-
ternative, would continue the
current BLM management in the
planning area comprising over

25 million acres of lands admin-
istered by BLM, other federal
agencies, Tribes, the states of
Colorado and Utah, local govern-
ments and private ownership.

See GROUSE onpage 7

Larry Lamsa
The BLM is proposing several alternatives for a plan to manage Gunnison sage-grouse populations in southwestern Colo-
rado and southeast Utah.

Greens win challenge over Kern River flows

— Bakersfield and ag
impacted

In a win for environmental
groups, a California state judge or-
dered the city of Bakersfield, CA, to
keep water flowing in the Kern Riv-
er to protect fish populations.

Kern County Superior Court
Judge Gregory Pulskamp granted a
preliminary injunction preventing
the city from using any dams to re-
strict water flow and engage with
environmental groupson aflowrate
to keep the river from drying.

Bring Back the Kern, the Center
for Biological Diversity and other
environmental groups filed suit in
November 2022, arguing the city
and other water districts in the area
regularly divert water from the river
inviolation of the California Consti-
tution, which stipulates the right to
water shall be limited to what is re-

quired for beneficial use.

The groups also argued the state’s
water and fish and game codes de-
fine water for recreation and pres-
ervation and enhancement of fish
and wildlife resourcesis abeneficial
use. The lawsuit further cited the
Fish and Game Code, stating it is
unlawful to constrict the passage of
fish and allow sufficient water to
pass over or through the dam for fish
that may be below it.

Kern River background

According to court documents,
Kern River water rights nowheld by
Bakersfield were initially recognized
in the 1888 Miller-Haggin Agree-
ment, which established two points
of water flow measurement: an
upstream first point of measure-
ment and a downstream second
point of measurement.

Bakersfield operates six weirs—
low dams that raise the water level
upstream—that divert water for the
city and other irrigation districts
through canals for residential, in-
dustrial and agricultural use. Ama-
jority of theriver is diverted between
First Point and the Calloway Weir—
located nine miles downstream
from First Point—resulting in the
river being dry most of the year.
Water has flowed in the Kern River
channel downstream of the Callo-
way Weir primarily only during very
wet, high-flow conditions or when
water hasbeen introduced from the
State Water Project.

Courtruling
Pulskamp said based on previous

See KERNRIVERon page 13

in The Beef on Thursday.

been priced in the market.”

impact of a JBS hack in May 2021 that disabled operations.
That turned out to be a great buying opportunity in futures.”
Live cattle futures climbed higher over the week but took
a nosedive on Thursday, ultimately closing sideways. The
December contract gained 40 cents to close at $174.75, and
the February contract gained 85 cents to close at $175.32.
“Tomorrow’s much anticipated UDSA Cattle on Feed report
will be released,” Fish said. “If the hack rumor proves false, it
would not be a stretch to look for some futures market price
recovery into the report, given how much bearishness has

While the market was able to recover its losses on the board over the
week, Thursday set futures back to where they started. Cash trade re-
mained lackluster and a couple dollars lower than a week earlier.

“CME cattle futures had staged an impressive rally off of last week’s
lows until today, when the market threw itself into reverse and is now
down over a couple hundred points,” Cassie Fish, market analyst, wrote

“Actually, an unconfirmed rumor that Tyson Foods was hacked appears
to be at least partially responsible for today’s fast and nervous sell-off,”
Fish continued. “Cattle traders recall the short-term bearish

Market anxiously waits for next Cattle on Feed report

It was another slow week for cash trade. By Thursday, about 40,000
head had sold. Live steers sold from $175-178, and dressed steers sold

from $281-282.

A mere 50,315 head sold on the cash market the week ending Nov. 12.
Live steers averaged $179.96, and dressed steers averaged $286.14.

The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week of
Nov. 6-13 was the following on a live basis:

» Negotiated purchases: $180.02.

« Formula net purchases:
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See MARKETS on page 19
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’ GUEST OPINION

THERE’S GOOD NEWS AND BAD
NEWSABOUT INTEREST RATES

Another speed bump?

helatest Cattle on
I Feed (COF) report,

which we hadn’t seen
yet ahead of press time, was
expected to show more cattle
on feed than last year. The big
September placements shook
the markets pretty good as we
watched feeder cattle lose
$40/cwt in just a few weeks.
This next COF report is expected to show October
placements up around 7%, according to the market
analysts; is this going to shake the market again?
The average analyst guess was 101.9% on feed,
106.1% placed and 98% marketed with one extra
marketing day.

The holiday markets usually bolster the rib values
and raise the cutout values, but that hasn’t hap-
pened yet. Packers were buying for a short process-
ing week with Thanksgiving ahead of us. They have
been processing fewer cattle than a year ago, but the
cutout appears stuck at the $300 level; it should pick
up after Thanksgiving and into the new year.

Futures markets haven’t been kind, the longs
started leaving the building several weeks ago and
broke both the fed cattle and feeder cattle contracts,
but they should return soon. The CME Feeder Cattle
Index is now $228.76. However, light steer calves un-
der 550 pounds are selling well, long-weaned calves
are bringing the most and unweaned calves are sell-
ing at a big discount—this is pretty common going
into winter.

Dr. Derrell Peel, economist at Oklahoma State
University, remarked, “Strong feeder prices can also
impact live cattle imports. Mexican feeder cattle im-
ports, which were at the lowest level since 2008 last
year are up sharply in 2023. The January-September
total Mexican cattle imports were up 45.9% year
over year. However, the current year-to-date total is
down 3.6% from the 2017-21 average for the first
nine months of the year. Imports of Canadian feeder
cattle are down 24.6% for the year to date from last
year and are down 35.7% from the 2017-21 average
level.

“Nationally, beef cow slaughter is down 12.6%
year over year for the year to date. However, the de-
crease has been smaller, down just 8.4% year over
year in the last eight weeks. The current pace of beef
cow slaughter suggests a 2023 herd culling rate of
12%, above the long-term average rate of about 10%
and indicates additional herd liquidation.

“Taken together, the feeder marketings, feedlot
placements and slaughter data all suggest that the
industry continues to extract animals from the sys-
tem in a manner that indicates continued liquida-
tion. Cattle numbers generally will continue to get
tighter in 2024. When heifer retention and herd re-
building begin, cattle numbers will get significantly
tighter very quickly.”

Kirk Donsbach at StoneX said, “There has been a
lot of chatter that declining exports and increasing
imports caused our recent market collapse. While
that statement is factually true, imports are up 7%
and exports are down 15%, it has been true for
months. It was true when cattle futures were setting
all-time highs. I do not correlate imports and ex-
ports in the last two weeks of trade. In my opinion,
the overly long funds got a bearish Cattle on Feed
report, and they took their money and left. Without
them, there were not enough buyers to support the
market once it started selling off. Stop orders were
hit and the market cascaded lower. Packers facing
slim margins were happy to take advantage. When
the market gets cheap enough (don’t know where
that is) the funds will be buyers again.”

It still seems the market is trying to rationalize cat-
tle and grain prices. All the analysts agree that the
markets are long-term bullish and herd rebuilding
won't start in earnest until 2024, providing we have
good moisture—it’s starting to get dry again.

Cattle feeders will need to move cattle over the
next few weeks at a lower price to clear inventory.
The COF report never seems to tell us how many
cattle are ready at any given time; placement
weights will tell us a lot, but we're loading feedlots
for next spring when high demand grilling season
starts. — PETE CROW

CROW

The question for interest rates is no longer how high they’ll
gobuthowlongthey'lllinger around current high levels before
coming down. At its latest meeting, which ended Nov. 1, the
Fed held its benchmark interest rate steady in the range of
5.25-5.5% for the second meeting in a row following 11 con-
secutive increases. (Average borrowers’ rates move higher
with the Fed’s benchmark; the 30-year-mortgage fixed rate
recently hit 8%.)

While Fed Chair Jerome Powell held open the possibility of
another increase ata future meeting, many analysts think any
such increase would be small. Others think the Fed is done
raising. There’s an emerging consensus thatrates have peaked,
or nearly so.

There’sless consensus on howlongbefore rates come down,
partly because analysts are divided on the outlook for the
economy. Many bond investors have been thinking the an-
swer is, “longer than we previously expected.” Goldman Sachs
is telling clients it doesn't see the Fed cutting rates until the
end of next year.

Expecting short-term rates to remain high longer, bond
investors have been demanding higher yields to compensate
for what they perceive as an increase in the risk of holding
long-term debt. The yield on the 10-year Treasury note re-
cently hit 5%, though it has come down a bit since.

Investors could be wrong, of course, or forced by changing
economic and financial conditions to reconsider. So, it’s worth
taking a look at what Federal Reserve policy makers them-
selves foresee.

We can do that by reviewing the so-called “dot plot” that
the Fed releases each quarter. It reflects the views of the 19
members of the Federal Open Market Committee, often
shorthanded the FOMC or “the Fed”” These are the policymak-
ers who set monetary policy and interest rates.

Seven of the 19 are Senate-confirmed governors of the
Federal Reserve Board. The others are presidents of the 12
independent regional Federal Reserve banks. At any given
time only 12 of the 19 vote—the seven governors and five of
the presidents. (Four of the five rotate annually; the New York
president always votes.) All 19 take part in the meetings and
the dot plot shows their interest-rate projections for the next
three years and longer run.

In the latest dot plot, issued in September, 10 of the 19 see
the Fed’s benchmark rate above 5% at the end of 2024 and 17

see it above 4.5%. They're predicting rates will remain near
current levels for another year, at least.

By the end 02025, 12 of the 19 project abenchmark rate in
the 3s to low 4s. Only by the end of 2026 do we get majority
support for the 2s.

The good news for farmers, ranchers and other business
borrowers: Only one FOMC member sees the Fed’s bench-
mark rate above 5.5% for the next three years.

Uncertaintyabout inflation iswhat’s keeping the projections
near recent highs. After its latest meeting, Fed chair Jerome
Powell said the FOMC won't lower rates until it’s convinced
the inflation rate is on a sustainable path to 2%. We're a long
way from 2% inflation, he said.

Of course, the FOMC members could be wrong, too. These
dots are essentially forecasts. They change from meeting to
meeting. And while the people making them knowmore than
the average citizen about these things, no one has an infallible
crystal ball.

You might wonder, then, is there anything that could hap-
pen that would render the consensus wrong and bring rates
down earlier?

Arecession might. So far, the Fed seems to have engineered
a “softlanding” for the economy, but some analysts still see a
hardlanding and arecession ahead. Should those analysts be
proven right, the Fed would come under intense pressure to
lower rates. If the recession brought inflation down, a Fed
decision to cut would be relatively easy. (A recession com-
bined with stubborn inflation would be a nightmare for the
Fed.)

There is another way for the consensus to be wrong and
this way would be worse for business borrowers: Inflation
could leap again.

Continuing war in the Middle East and Ukraine could send
prices soaring. Inflation might also reignite iflots of other labor
unions match the hefty wage increases the Teamsters and
United Auto Workers and Air Line Pilots recently won. (Over-
all, though, wage increases have been coming down lately.)

Should inflation head north again, all bets are off; the Fed
would almost certainly raise rates. But while surging inflation
is imaginable, it’s not the most likely outcome. For now, and
probably for some months to come, the question really is not
how high, but how long. — Urban Lehner, DTN editor
emeritus

A OBITUARY

LucindaRae
Lautenschlager; 1993-2023

Lucinda “Lucy” Rae Lauten-
schlager passed away Oct. 13 ather
family’s home on their ranch near
Endicott, WA. Shewas 30yearsold.
Lucy was born Feb. 6, 1993, in Col-
fax, WA, to Carl and Jodi Lauten-
schlager. She was their second
born, after older brother Cody Laut-
enschlager and followed by the
youngest, her sister, Katy Lauten-
schlager.

She loved to bake, clean, orga-
nize and count her money as a kid—
which created no surprise whenshe
began her career in banking at just
15yearsold, whenshe started work-
ing part-time at the local family bank
inSt. John, WA. She would continue
to work at Lamont Bank of St. John

as much as she could throughout
the rest of her high school and col-
lege years. She loved visiting with
the locals who came into the bank
during her time there, and cherished
the community she was a part of.
She was involved in many activi-
ties throughout her childhoodinher
hometowncommunities of Endicott
andSt. John. She attended elemen-
tary and middle school in Endicott,
where she played T-ball, and then
basketball, cheerleading and vol-
leyball as she became of age. She
took dance classes in elementary
school, showed steers in 4-H and
FFA at thelocal Palouse Empire Fair,
and never missed an opportunity to
volunteer at any local event or help
with running concession stands or
stats keeping for the other sporting
events she wasn't already involved
with. She attended St. John-Endi-
cott High School from 2007 through
her graduation year of 2011. There,
she participatedin several activities
inthe community, including basket-
ball, volleyball, Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA)and FFA.
She enjoyed attending events
such as the state FBLA Convention
to compete in academic and busi-
ness categories, judging animals
alongside her fellow FFA student
members atlocaland statefairs, and
attending the National FFA Conven-
tion during her high school years.
She was recognized as a member
of the NationalHonor Society during

those years, also. She was smart as
a whip, took her studies very seri-
ouslyand could often be found help-
ing others with their homework as-
signments. She maintained a
straight “A” average throughout her
entire school career. She often re-
minded her siblings that she was
“the smart one” and could even
sometimes be found volunteering
to do their homework for them.
Her studiesled hertoattend col-
lege at Spokane Falls Community
College, where she earned her de-
greeinsmallbusinessmanagement,
with an emphasis in finance and
accounting. Sheloved livingin Spo-
kanethe few years she wasupthere
before moving to Pullman for a job
at Washington State Employees
Credit Union. After her years work-
ing therein Pullman, she alsoworked
inthe Farm Service Agency officein
Colfax, as a dental assistant in Col-
fax, as a CPA nurse aid at St. John
Community Pride, and on the team
at the Whitman County Gazette’s
office. Betweenand throughout her
various jobs and career ventures,
shealsoalways workedasanadmin-
istrative assistant with her family
ranch business to do the record
keeping, digital dataentry, registra-
tion paperwork, and other office
tasksfortheir registered Red Angus
cattle, working frequently with the
Red Angus Association on her fam-
ily ranch’s behalf. She was the “num-
bers girl" and would always amaze

everyone with how well she could
recall and handle any data or num-
ber-related job. She was just getting
ready to move up to Spokane again
with a new friend, and she was so
excited for anew chapter ahead.

Lucy will forever be loved and
missed by her family, loved onesand
the community members whose
lives she impacted in a positive way
throughout her all-too-short 30
years here in this life on Earth. Lucy
is survived by her parents, Carl and
Jodi Lautenschlager, of Endicott,
WA; her brother, sister-in-law and
nephew, Cody, Kaysha and Kayden
Lautenschlager, of St. John, WA;
and her sister, Katy Lautenschlager
of Fort Lauderdale, FL. She is also
survived by her aunts and uncles,
Keith and Loretta Paulson, Ron and
Carol Newton, Scott Lauten-
schlager, Keith and Leann Hooper;
along with many cousins, and ad-
ditional friends and loved ones.

A nonprofit, “Rae of Change:
Lucy’sLegacy,”’ isbeing set upinher
honorto help raise more awareness
(starting at alocal level) to the dan-
gers, havoc andtragedy that comes
with the mass drug and opioid epi-
demic, of which Lucy heartbreak-
ingly fell victim to. In lieu of flowers,
for those feeling called to donate,
visit raeofchange.org to donate on-
line, or send donations to Rae of
Change: Lucy’s Legacy, 1251Cutler-
Lautenschlager Rd, Endicott, WA
99125.

Letters to the editor: Letters for publication must be no longer than 675 words, must refer to an article that has appeared within the month, and must include the
writer's name, address and phone number. Addresses and phone numbers will not be published. Letters may be shortened for space requirements. Send a letter to
the editor by emailing editorial@wlj.net or mailing it to Western Livestock Journal, Attn: Editorial Dept., 6021 S Syracuse Way, Ste #103, Greenwood Village, CO 80111.

WLJ

www.wlj.net - 303-722-7600 - Fax 303-722-0155

PRESIDENT

LOGAN IPSEN
New Plymouth, ID
916-947-2392
logan@wlj.net

EDITORIAL@WLJ.NET

ANNAMILLER
Managing Editor
720-372-2353 + anna@wlj.net
CHARLES WALLACE
Contributing Editor
805-814-2017 - charles@wlj.net

ADVERTISING@WLJ.NET

KIRBY BRINCEFIELD
Operations Manager
720-716-3363 - kirby@wlj.net
MIKE OLDCORN
Advertising Coordinator & Graphic Design
720-370-9095 - mike@wlj.net
TRISTAN MARTIN
Advertising Coordinator & Graphic Design
720-372-1763 - tristan@wlj.net
TOMWHITE
Real Estate Advertising Specialist
720-370-7977 - tom@wlj.net

The national livestock weekly - Since 1922 - Western Livestock Journal LLC - 6021S Syracuse Way, Ste #103, Greenwood Village, CO 80111

FIELD REPS

DEVIN MURNIN
Director of Field Services
Billings, MT
406-696-1502
devin@wlj.net

JARED PATTERSON
Caldwell, ID
208-312-2386
Jjared@wlj.net

TY GROSHANS
Akron, CO
970-818-6016
ty@wlj.net

CLASSIFIED@WLJ.NET

PUBLISHER EMERITUS

CIRCULATION@WLJ.NET

HANNAH JACKSON
Circulation Manager & Copy Editor
720-370-8275 - hannah@wlj.net

TOM WHITE
Classifieds Manager
720-370-7977 - tom@wlj.net

PETE CROW
Publisher Emeritus - pete@wlj.net

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL (ISSN 0094-6710, USPS 678660) is published weekly (52 issues annually, plus special features) by Western Livestock Journal LLC, 6021 S Syracuse Way, Ste #103,
Greenwood Village, CO 80111. Website: www.wlj.net. Email: advertising@wlj.net or editorial@wlj.net. U.S. subscription rates: 1year - $55, 2 years - $85, 3 years - $110. Single-copy price: $1.50. Periodicals
postage paid at Denver, CO, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Western Livestock Journal, P.O. Box 370930, Denver, CO 80237-0930.




WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL NOVEMBER 20, 2023

1-888-KG-BULLS

G R@ﬂ@ﬂﬂ

CED BW WW YW MILK |
| +m | 14 | +82 | +140 | +25 |

AAA: 20037632

R Gurtiffted 1085

CED BW WW YW MILK

| a4 [ 135 | 79 | 4138 | +27 |

AAA: 20037706

R Cantboy Rlind 1072

CED BW WW " MILK
| 0 | -1 [ +85 | 4155 | +28 |

AAA: 20037663
R Rungeland 1335

‘CED BW WW YW MILK

[ +9 | +5 | 461 | 5 | +30

AAA: 20125733

R Quitifted 1020

(GRANCHICOM

CED BW wWw Yw MILK

| A0 | 1 | +67 | +m2 | +21 ]

AAA: 20037641

CED BW ww Yw MILK

(6 | 28 | 60 | fi25 | +31 |

AAA: 20037626




NOVEMBER 20, 2023

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Beef! It’s what’s for Thanksgiving!

“Beef. It's What's for Dinner”
isan American advertising slo-
gan and marketing campaign
aimed at promoting the con-
sumption of beef. The ad cam-
paign, originally launched in
1992, has been long-lived,
highly effective and award-
winning. The slogan is said to
be recognized by more than
88% of Americans; accord-
ingly, this well-known phrase
was borrowed from for a title.

Thanksgivingis atime when
American families come to-
gether to celebrate a holiday
that connects each and every
one of us. The holiday was first
celebrated in 1621 when the

=iy

Plymouth settlers joined with
the Wampanoag Indians to
enjoy a fall feast to celebrate a
bountiful harvest.

The tradition of Thanksgiv-
ingbecame official when Pres-
ident George Washington de-
clared the nation would cele-
brate the day on Nov. 26, 1789.
President Abraham Lincoln
wrote a proclamation declar-
ing all states would celebrate
the day in 1863. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a
resolution from Congress in
1941 that established the offi-
cial date of Thanksgiving to be
the fourth Thursdayin Novem-
ber each year.

While Thanksgiving is ob-
served in varied ways in differ-
ent nations, in American the
holiday is truly rooted in agri-
culture. We may bring our own
flavors and traditions to the ta-
ble, but Thanksgiving is a time
for all of us to celebrate our na-
tion’s harvest and ability to ef-
ficiently produce food, to ex-
pressgratitude for our blessings,
and look ahead to the future.

Alexander Hamilton once
proclaimed: “No citizen of the
USS. shall refrain from turkey on
Thanksgiving Day.” With all due
respect to Mr. Hamilton, a
founding father and our first
secretary of the treasury whose

ideasare credited with layingthe
foundation for American gov-
ernment and finance, I encour-
age you to make plans to enjoy
beef this year at Thanksgiving.
Why? Because compared to
turkey, oramongall the protein
sources you may be consider-
ing for Thanksgiving dinner,
beefholds the advantage.
Regardingflavor, beefis gen-
erally more interlaced with
marbling, the taste fat that
translates to a more flavorful
and satisfying eating experi-
ence. Beef can be aged to fur-
ther intensify flavor, not an op-
tionwith poultry products. Beef
offers more variety of cuts, all of
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whichresultin the same satisfy-
ing eating experience. Beef can
be served in avariety of “degree
ofdoneness” optionsrelative to
what is most satisfying to your
palate. Likewise, beef offers
more options in the amount
oftime spentin preparation to
better fit your schedule.

Turkey requires long-term
baking/frying preparation re-
sulting in the option of white
meator darkmeat. Consuming
beef on Thanksgiving Day has
the further advantage of im-
proving the supply and de-
mand equation thereby im-
proving the profit potential of
beef production. Because of
the variety of advantages of-
fered by beef, please give con-
sideration to the following
when planning.

How much time do
you have to spend
cooking?

If your answer is not much,
consider grilling or pan frying.
Middle meats from the beef
carcasslikeribeye, striploin, filet
and sirloin steaks are very ten-
der and can be cooked quickly
athigh temperatures on the grill
orstovetoptosealinthetender-
ness, juiciness and flavor. If you
intend to grill or pan fry steaks
remember to give them ade-
quate time to thaw and reach
room temperature before cook-
ing. Burgers made from ground
beefare also great when grilled
orpan fried. Chicken fried steak
using tenderized round steaks
can be pan fried.

If you have more time to
spendin preparation, smoking
or oven roasting can result in
the same tender, succulentbeef
flavor. Roasts from the chuck or
round can be seasoned and
slow cooked to bring out “melt
inyourmouth” flavor. Beefbris-
ket is ideal for smoking and
slow cooking. An intact rib
roast can also work great for
smoking or slow cooking.

Whatis your
budget?

Typically steaks or middle

meats will be the more expen-
sive cuts to purchase. The cuts
that require more cooking time
(because they contain more
connective tissue) can be pur-
chased at a lower price per
pound. Ground beefis also less
expensive. Since beefis the pre-
ferred proteinamongmostcon-
sumers, it will typically cost
more per pound in comparison;
nevertheless, the variety of op-
tions from a beef carcass leads
to choices to fit any budget.
More information about
cooking methods, recipes and
beefcuts can be found atwww.
beefitswhatsfordinner.com.
Regardless of the cut of beef
you enjoy this Thanksgiving
you will be eating a nutrient
dense, delicious source of pro-
tein, B vitamins, iron and zinc
that is a healthy diet choice.
This year on Thanksgiving,
let’s give thanks to America’s
farmers, ranchers and every-
one in production agriculture
thatmake it possible. Whatever
we eat on Thanksgiving Day, it
is the ingenuity, perseverance,
efficiency, work ethicand “can
do” attitude of America’s cattle-
men and women, and ag pro-
ducers that permit us to enjoy
the highest quality beef pro-
duced in the world and spend
arelatively small percentage of
our income on food.
Thanksgiving in 2023 arrives
at a time when we, as cattle
producers, have a great deal to
be thankful for. Strong cattle
prices and historically strong
profitopportunitieshave made
headlines in the past year.
Overall, 2023 looks to be avery
profitableyear for all segments
of the beef industry (cow-calf
producers, stockers operations
and cattle feeders), this is his-
toricallyrare. Low cattle inven-
tories indicate high value of
cattle of all classes for the next
several years. The market value
of purebred seedstock should
be robust in the future as the
nation re-populates with cows.
Happy Thanksgiving,
thanks forreadingand remem-
ber “Beef! It’s what’s for
Thanksgiving!” — Mark Z.
Johnson, Oklahoma State
University Extension beef
cattle breeding specialist

Corn stalk quality
alter weathering

Fall rain and snow are
good for wheat and next
year’s crops, butthey do have
their drawbacks. One chal-
lenge is its impact on corn
stalk feed quality.

While this fall has been
relatively dry, there has and
will continue to be areas that
receive some rain or snow
events. Rain reduces corn
stalk quality in several ways.
Most easily noticed is how
fast stalks can get soiled or
trampled into the ground if
the fields become muddy.

Less noticeable are nutri-
tional changes. Rain or melt-
ing snow soaks into dry corn
stalk residue and leaches out
some of the soluble nutrients.
Most serious is the loss of
sugars and other energy-
dense nutrients, which low-
ers the total digestible nutri-
ents (TDN) or energy value
of the stalks. These same
nutrients also disappear if
stalks begin to mold or rotin
the field or especially in the

bale. Then palatability and
intake also decline.

Another factor that affects
cornstalk grazing is wind.
Throughout the fall, there
always seems to be those
days where excessively high
winds will easily blow corn
leaves and husks off the field.
This of course, can impact
the amount offeed, and after
grain, thoseleaves and husks
contain the highest nutri-
tional quality.

Thereislittle you can doto
prevent these losses. What
you can dois closely monitor
cow and field conditions
while adjusting your supple-
mentation program accord-
ingly. Since weathering by
rainreduces TDN more than
it reduces protein, consider
the energyvalue of your sup-
plements. Weathered corn
stalks still are economical
feeds. Just supplement them
accordingly. — Jerry
Volesky, Nebraska Exten-
sion
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USDA OKs Paraguay beef imports

The USDA hasissued afinal rule to allowfresh beefimports
from Paraguay. The Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service determined beef can be safely imported if foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) has notbeen diagnosed in the export-
ingregionin the pastyear, the meat comes from places where
FMD hasnotbeen present during the lifetime of the animals,
and animals were inspected before and after death. Fresh
deboned (chilled or frozen) beef will be eligible for import,
although USDA expects imports to be less than 6,500 metric
tons due to an export quota. The National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association (NCBA) opposes the rule, raising concerns with
Paraguay’s history of FMD. “USDA based their decision to
allow beef imports from Paraguay on a deeply flawed risk
assessment that uses old data from site visits that were con-
ducted more than nine years ago,” said NCBA Executive Di-
rector of Government Affairs Kent Bacus in a statement. “The
dismissal of legitimate concerns from U.S. cattle producersis
unacceptable and USDA should halt this unscientific, unsafe
rulemaking”

Denver slaughterhouse ban moves forward

A citizen-led petition campaigning to ban slaughterhous-
es in Denver, CO, has submitted signatures to the Denver
Clerk and Recorder. The effort is led by animal activist group
Pro-Animal Future, which is vying to close the last of slaugh-
terhouses in Denver: Superior Farms. The sheep processing
facility has the capacity to process 500,000 head peryear and
is one of the largest processors for lamb in the country. The
proposed ballot title poses the question of whether the city
and county of Denver should prohibitslaughterhouses begin-
ning in January 2026. In an Aug. 13 op-ed for local media
outlet Westword, Pro-Animal Future campaigner Alaina Si-
glerwrote, “In this age of innovative meat alternatives as well
as traditional plant food galore, we recognize that leaving
slaughter behind will create a kinder economy for all”

Input sought on barred owl strategy

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is seeking
public input regarding the threat of barred owls to native
northern and California spotted owls. The agency said
populations of the threatened northern spotted owl are rap-
idly declining as a result of habitatloss and competition with
barred owls. “We've been working with partners to manage
northern and California spotted owl habitat for years, but we
also urgently need a management tool that addresses the
increasing barred owl threat,” said Kessina Lee, state supervi-
sor for USFWS' Oregon office. The draft plan recommends
actions to reduce barred owl populations in certain areas of
the northern spotted owl’s range. A 60-day comment period
will be held once the notice is published in the Federal Reg-
ister later in November. Comments may be submitted at
regulations.gov by searching for docket ID FWS-R1-
ES-2022-0074.

DOJ sues Koch Foods over antitrust laws

The Department of Justice (DOJ) has filed suit against Koch
Foods for anticompetitive behavior. The agency alleges the
company anticompetitively and unfairly required chicken
growers to pay Koch a termination penalty to switch to work-
ing with a rival chicken processor. “This action to protect
growers’ right to compete signals the joint commitment of
the USDA and Justice Department to open competitive
markets,’ said USDA Senior Advisor for Fair and Competitive
Markets Andy Green. The complaint claims Koch's termina-
tion penalty amounted to more than half of most growers’
total annual take-home income, and sometimes more than
one year’s entire take-home income.

Animal activist hit with felony charge

Co-founder of animal activist group Direct Action Every-
where (DxE) Wayne Hsiung was recently convicted of two
counts of misdemeanor trespass and one count of felony
conspiracy to trespass. Hsiung led two protests in 2018 and
2019 that resulted in activists taking 70 chickens and ducks
from two Sonoma County, CA, farms. Hsiung's sentencing
hearingis scheduled for Nov. 30 and he faces up to three-and-
a-half years in prison. DXE activists plan to protest at the
hearing, according to a Facebook event. “We are outraged
that animal rescuer Wayne Hsiung was cuffed and taken
into custody after being convicted of felony conspiracy and
two counts of misdemeanor trespass for helping animals
facing criminal abuse,” the event description read.

Ag groups oppose Cascades grizzly plan

More than a dozen ag groups have signed onto a letter
opposing grizzly bear introduction in the North Cascades of
Washington. “With all the progress being made species-wide
and nationwide, and the increasing pressure from Congress
to delist the grizzly bear altogether, establishing another
pocket of genetically indistinct bears will only jeopardize
future science-based efforts to delist,” the letter read The
groups contend that establishing a nonessential experimen-
tal population of bears in the ecosystem has the potential to
devastate hundreds of livestock producers. “Local farmers
and ranchers, as well as elected leaders from Washington
state, have objected to this proposal for years,” the letter con-
cluded. “We urge the Service to listen to these local voices
and withdraw the proposal” The letter was signed by the
Public Lands Council, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association,
American Farm Bureau Federation and a dozen state cattle-
men’s associations and farm bureau groups.
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Congress members support lamb investigation

Abipartisan coalition of
14 members of Congress
are urging for an investi-
gation into lamb and mut-
ton imports into the U.S.
In a late October letter,
the lawmakers penned a
letter to U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Katherine Tai,
requesting the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commis-
sion initiate a global safe-
guard investigation.

The letter follows an
earlier request in August
by the Ranchers-Cattle-
men Action Legal Fund,
United Stockgrowers of
America (R-CALF). The
group submitted a peti-
tion, coined the Protect
American Lamb project,
asking Congress and the
Biden administration to
provide relief to sheep
producers who are being
impacted by the “unre-
strained importation of
substantially lower-cost
foreign lamb and mutton.”

The members urged Tai
to consider R-CALF’s
request and have the
commission conduct an
investigation to determine

if lamb and mutton is
beingimported at arate to
be of substantial injury to
domestic producers.

“These trends support a
prompt and fair investiga-
tion by the International
Trade Commission of
whether the import surge
is a substantial cause of
seriousinjury to the United
States sheep industry,” the
letter read. “A request initi-
ated by your office could
help ensure the long-term
stability and sustainability
of this important domestic
industry.”

The letter was signed by
Reps. Blake Moore
(R-UT-01), Harriet

Hageman (R-WY-Atlarge),
Mark Amodei (R-NV-02),
Yadira Caraveo (D-CO-08),
John Curtis (R-UT-03), Mary

“These trends support a prompt and
fair investigation by the International
Trade Commission of whether the
Y import surge is a substantial cause of
serious injury to the United States
sheep industry.”
— Letter from Congress

Miller (R-IL-15), Burgess
Owens (R-UT-04), Matthew
Rosendale (R-MT-02),
Michael Simpson (R-ID-02),
Dina Titus (D-NV-01), Doug
LaMalfa (R-CA-01), Steven
Horsford (D-NV-04), Russ
Fulcher (R-ID-01) and Susie
Lee (D-NV-03).

Petition details

In the petition, R-CALF
claimed there has been
an overwhelming in-
crease in imported lamb

and mutton from 1993-
2022, which has reduced
American sheep opera-
tions by more than 60%.
The group pointed to
Australia as the No. 1 cul-
prit of displacing domes-
ticlamb and mutton pro-
duction.

“The most obvious rea-
son that Australian lamb
and mutton imports have
displaced such a large
share of domestic lamb
and mutton (and, as stat-
ed above, the reason the
USDA believes is the most
important factor) is be-
cause Australian imports
are delivered into the U.S.
market at a significantly
lower cost than what do-
mestic lamb can be pro-
duced for in the United
States,” the petition read.

The petition concludes
by urging the Biden ad-
ministration and Con-
gress to establish tariffs
and a tariff rate quota sys-
tem to ensure competi-
tiveness of the domestic
sheep industry. — Anna
Miller, WLJ managing
editor
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Farm bill extension
goes lo president’s desk

The farm bill extension
tied to short-term federal
funding passed the Sen-
ate Wednesday night,
Nov. 15 on an 87-11 vote
and now goes to Presi-
dent Joe Biden to avoid
the risk of another gov-
ernment shutdown.

On the farm bill, the ex-
tension, with the backing
of the leaders of the
House and Senate agri-
culture committees, ex-
tends the 2018 Farm Bill
until Sept. 30, 2024.

The bill, which was
passed by the House ear-
lier in the week, will fund
USDA and the Depart-
ments of Transportation,
Housing and Urban De-
velopment, Energy and
Veterans Affairs through
Jan. 19, 2024, and the rest
of the government
through Feb. 2, 2024.

If Congress cannot
complete its fiscal year
2024 funding bills by the
end of April, lawmakers
face 1% spending cuts
across the board in fed-
eral programs.

On the farm bill, Zippy
Duvall, president of the
American Farm Bureau
Federation, said early
Nov. 16 that extension is
appreciated but he called
on Congress “to stay fo-
cused on anew, modern-
ized farm bill that recog-
nizes the many changes
and challenges of the past
five years.”

Duvall added, “The cur-
rent farm bill was written
before the pandemic, be-
fore inflation spiked, and
before global unrest sent
shock waves through the
food system. We need pro-
grams that reflect today’s
realities. So much work
has been done by the ag-
riculture committees in
both the House and Sen-
ate over the past 18
months to prepare to craft
asmart and effective farm
bill. Congress must keep
that momentum going.”

Rob Larew, president of
the National Farmers
Union (NFU), issued a
similar statement saying
NFUis encouraged by the
strong bipartisan support
to extend the 2018 Farm
Bill. Now it is time to
move ahead.

“Family farmers and
ranchers must have clar-
ity about the status of
farm programs to make
informed planting and
business decisions head-
ing into the next growing
season, and an extension
accomplishes that in the
short term,” Larew said.
“We will continue work-
ingto craft and pass a five-
year farm bill that pro-
vides strong support for
family farmers, ranchers,
and our communities.”

Along with extending
out the farm bill pro-
grams, the bill makes
some adjustments to
dairy programs, such as
extending the Dairy For-
ward Pricing Program to
2027. The bill also sus-
pends the “permanent
price support authorities”
for commodities as well
through the end of the
2024 calendar year.

Also among the pro-
grams extended is the Fe-
ral Swine Eradication and
Control Pilot Program,
which is funded at $15
million for fiscal year
2024. Feral hogs continue
to be a major problem in
Southern states and they
also keep expanding
northward as well.

The bill also provides
another $10 million for
the Urban, Indoor and
Other Emerging Agricul-
tural Production Re-
search, Education and
Extension Initiative. The
Foundation for Food and
Agriculture Research re-
ceives $37 million. The
Organic Production and
Market Data Initiative re-
ceived $1 million for fiscal
year 2024.

A few other programs
extended include the Bio-
based Markets Program,
the Bioenergy Program
for Advanced Biofuels
and the Feedstock Flexi-
bility Program. — Chris
Clayton, DTN ag policy
editor
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Alternative B would pri-
oritize removing threats to
the bird within occupied and
unoccupied areas and in-
cludes a 4-mile buffer
around the habitat. Sub-al-
ternative B1 excludes live-
stock grazing in the Gunni-
son sage-grouse habitat.

Alternative C would
achieve the purpose of the
draft RMP by “minimizing,
avoiding, or compensating
for impacts from resource
uses and activities in occu-
pied and unoccupied habi-
tat” Under this alternative,
resource uses and other ac-
tions would be allowed if
impacts to the sage grouse
could be avoided or mini-
mized.

Alternative D, BLM’s pre-
ferred alternative, would also
achieve the purpose of the
RMP, but would “allocate
resource uses and resource
values while sustaining and
enhancing ecological integ-
rity” Conservation measures
are based on the latest avail-
able science and focus on
occupied and unoccupied
habitatand include a 1-mile
buffer around habitat and
could include establishing
linkage-connectivity areas.

Alternative E expands
management direction for
resources and direction not
addressed in the Candidate
Conservation Agreement
(CCA) for the Gunnison Ba-
sin population and includes
buffers for some resources.

Grazingimpacts

According to BLM, the
agency administers 16 graz-
ing allotments encompass-
ing 375,900 acres of public
land within the decision ar-
ea. BLM grazing allotments
within the decision area
range in size from 300 acres
to approximately 40,000
acres. A total of 186,080 ani-
mal unit months (AUMs) are
currently authorized across
the decision area.

Under Alternative A, graz-
ing would be unaffected.

Alternative B is the most
restrictive for livestock graz-
ing. In addition to retiring
grazing allotments under
Sub-alternative B1, under
Alternative B2, occupied
habitat management areas
(OHMA) would be unavail-
able for livestock grazing
betweenMarch 1 andJuly15
for the life of the RMP
amendment. Livestock graz-
ing would continue to be
authorized in OHMA be-
tween July 16 and February
28.

A minor increase in allot-
ment availability and AUMs
would be allowed under Al-
ternative C. Season of use
restrictions on permitted
livestock use would only be
applied ifthe allotment does
not meet land health stan-
dards. Livestock crossing/
trailing permits through
OHMA would be authorized
on existing approved routes.

Actions proposed under
Alternative D are generally
the same as Alternative C.

The effects of Alternative E
on livestock grazing would
be similar to those under
Alternatives C and D but
would only occur in the

Gunnison Basin. Under Al-
ternative E, allotments that
meet CCA management
guidelines and livestock
grazing is managed in ripar-
ian to improve habitatwould
continue to be allowed.

Objections

Environmental groups
said BLM's preferred alterna-
tive does not do enough to
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Over 375,000 acres at issue in sage grouse plan

protectthe habitat of the sage
grouse, and the strategies
have been discredited by
sage grouse science. They
continued the preferred al-
ternative offers less protec-
tion than the Greater sage-
grouse plan, and livestock
grazing and energy extrac-
tion should be off limits.
“The agency’s preferred
alternative is surprisingly

weak, and in some cases
doesn’t measure up to the
habitat protections that al-
ready apply for the unlisted
greater sage-grouse,” said
Erik Molvar, executive direc-
tor with Western Watersheds
Project. “The agency'’s pre-
ferred planis goingtoneed a
major overhaul, strengthen-
ing protections on issues in-
cluding livestock grazing,
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road construction, and en-
ergy development, if the fed-
eral government is to do its
part to help restore Gunni-
son sage-grouse to the
healthy and abundant popu-
lations necessary for the full
recovery of the species”

Comment period

BLM is accepting written
comments on the draft

RMP/EIS through Feb. 6,
2024. Comments can be
made on BLM’s website at
tinyurl.com/5n7m9tr9
through the “Participate
Now” option. They can also
be mailed to BLM Southwest
District Office, ATTN: GUSG
RMPA, 2465 S. Townsend
Ave, Montrose, CO 81401.
— Charles Wallace, WLJ
contributing editor

WHY SETTLE FOR LESS.
Buy the b

&gt’ Serrive 600 Avcus!

Where Catilemen Buy Their

Athletic, Age Advantaged Bulls, Cover More Country and Cover More Cows

160 Two Year Orp Buris 190 REGISTERED
Text for Your Sale Book! Devil Never Bff;n fl’llcl;edT(‘)h:er fferi FEMALES
(406) 350-5443 eveloped Specifically for s Offering 60 Brod Heifers sfid

130 Proven Mature Producers

120 YearLine BuLrs

Our Most Progressive Genetics,
Trait Leading Sire Groups

130 ComMERCIAL

Brep HEIFERS
Sorted and Sold According to Due Date

Troductions

TuESDAY

NOVEMBER 28

Hobson ¢« White Sulphur Springs

)

TEVENONAN@Q

2023

MONTANA
Home of America’s [ engest Fstablished Annual Bull Sale

(406) 423-7500




8

NOVEMBER 20, 2023

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Research looks to transform manure into protein

Can you turn manure into
a cow, chicken or fish? Texas
A&M Agrilife Research scien-
tists are looking to dojust that,
in a roundabout, circular
economy, kind of way.

Athree-year, $618,000 grant
from the USDA National Insti-
tute for Food and Agriculture
isfundinga study by scientists
in the Texas A&M College of
Agriculture and Life Science
Department of Entomology
and Mississippi State Univer-
sity to explore dairy manure
clean-up via black soldier
flies. The team would then
examine the flies’ value as a
potential ingredient in live-
stock, poultry and aquacul-
ture feed.

The project will concen-
trate on both environmental
health and economicbenefits
of converting dairywaste into
protein that could be used for
feed. Early data indicate pro-
biotics could be used to ac-
celerate the digestive process
in fed animals, increase con-
version of waste to insect bio-
mass, decrease greenhouse
gases and noxious odors, and
reduce concerns aboutpatho-
gens that might be present in
the manure.

The study will be led by Jeff
Tomberlin, Ph.D., professor,
AgriLife Research Fellow,
Presidential Impact Fellow
and Center for Environmental
Sustainability through Insect
Farming director, and Anjel
Helms, Ph.D., an assistant
professorand chemical ecolo-
gist, both in the Department
of Entomology.

Heather Jordan, Ph.D., as-
sociate professor and micro-
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biologist at Mississippi State
University, will examine the
resulting larvae and frass,
which is the material remain-
ingafterlarvae digestmanure,
for microbial diversity and
feed safety. Helms’ postdoc-
toral research associate Am-
ber MacInnis, Ph.D., will lead
the day-to-daydata collection
with the help of students.

“We're testing the limits of
blacksoldier fly productionin
conjunction with probiotics to
see how efficient they could
be for large animal produc-
tion facilities, in this case dair-
ies,” Helms said. “Manure
managementis an expense to
these producers, and we are
testing to see if this is a way to
manage thatwaste and turn it
intoaproductive feed source”

Blacksoldier flylarvae con-
sume their weight in organic
waste daily for a two-week
period—around 1 gramorthe
weight of a single raisin per
larva. That may sound insig-
nificant, but those amounts
add up when multiplied by
millions of black soldier fly
larvae.

For example, existing facili-
ties in Europe, Asiaand North
America can digest 100 tons
of waste daily using black sol-
dier fly larvae.

Maclnnis’ experiments are
done in plastic containers
filled with around 18 pounds
of manure where 10,000 black
soldierflyeggsare placed. The
larvae hatch, consume the
dairy manure for two weeks
and then are harvested, and
then the process is repeated.

An important part of the
project is to determine how

safe harvested larvae are
when converted into ingredi-
ents for feed. Little is known
about pathogen diversity in
larvae that consume manure
thatin turn could impactfeed
safety. Helms suspects larvae
consuming manure are safe
for livestock consumption,
but the end-product must be
certified.

“This is an exciting study to
be apartofbecauseitis prob-
lem-solving at its core,” Ma-

cInnis said. “These dairies
produce an enormous
amount of waste. If black sol-
dier flies can be an efficient
part of their management
process and provide other
benefits, that could be a big
breakthrough across the in-
dustry”

Black soldier flies consume
organic waste, including ma-
nure, but the process of waste
conversion leaves room for
efficiency improvements.

The study will utilize probi-
otics to enhance black soldier
fly waste conversion of dairy
manure and remove more
than 50% of nitrogen and po-
tassium from the waste. Helms
said the team is working with
Jordan to study the probiotic
impacts.

Manure conversion byblack
soldier flies is also expected to
provide an environmental
benefit beyond reducing reli-
ance on traditional manure

management methods like
waste storage lagoons.

“Thereis potential for layers
ofeconomicand environmen-
tal benefits to incorporating
black soldier flies in manure
management,” Helms said.
“Turningwaste into aresource
soundstoo goodtobetrue, but
we are understanding more
and more aboutthe ways black
soldier flies can solve a lot of
problems.” — Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension

Global food production per person has grown over time

From 1990 through 2019, the
calories available to consume
per person increased 13% on
average. The largest changes
among the U.S,, Brazil, China
and India from 1990-2019 were
in Brazil and China, with daily
per capita food available for
consumption increasing by
530 calories per person in Bra-
zil and 840 caloriesin China (20
and 34% respectively).

China was below the world
average food consumption per
person in 1990 but above the
world average in 2019. The
amount of different food types
consumed in an individual
country depends on income
and culture, especially for ani-
mal products.

Per capita consumption of
animal products grew rapidly
inBrazil and Chinabutwasstill
belowthe U.S.1evelin 2019. Per
capita calorie consumption in
Indiawaslower than the world
average inboth 1990 and 2019.
—USDAEconomicResearch
Service

LAYBNCIEL

Per capita calories available for consumption

for select countries, 1990 and 2019

USDA Economic Research Service
‘ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
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Positive cases of highly
pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) are being reported in
domestic poultry flocks across
North Dakota. Therisk of trans-
mission from wild birds to do-
mesticbirds hasincreased with
a slow in migration due to the
mild temperatures.

Wild birds and some mam-
mals are testing positive for
HPAL Hunters who have con-
tact with domestic poultry
should be aware of what steps
to take if they see sick or de-
ceased wildlife, advise North
Dakota State University
(NDSU) Extension specialists.

“If you hunt game or wild
birds and own domestic poul-
try, do notwear hunting clothes
or footwear while you are in
with your birds,” said Miranda
Meehan, NDSU Extension live-
stock environmental steward-
ship specialist. “Infected birds
shed bird flu viruses in their
saliva, mucous and feces””

“The primary carriers of
avianinfluenza A are waterfowl,
gulls, terns and shorebirds,’
said Dr. Gerald Stokka, NDSU
Extension veterinarian and
livestock stewardship special-
ist. “H5N1 HPAI has been de-
tected in wild birds throughout
all U.S. migratory flyways. Wild
birds can be infected without
showing symptoms of the in-
fection. While waterfowl are the
primary carriers, positive cases
are being documented in pred-
atory birds and mammals.’

Allpoultry owners, nomatter
the size, should practice good
biosecurity to protect their
flock from HPAL.

“The best defense against
HPAI is having a biosecurity
plan in place,” said Mary Kee-
na, NDSU Extension livestock
environmental management
specialist. “It is your job as a
flock owner to create a line of
separation between your clean
flock and the potentially un-
clean issues that wildlife or
visitors may bring”

Biosecurity practices that
canreduce therisk to domes-
tic birds include:

e Donothaul disease home.
If you've been out walking in
fields or wetlands while hunt-
ing, be sure to change clothing
and footwear before crossing
the clean/dirty line to care for
your flock.

e Do not walk or drive
trucks, tractors or equipment
through areas where water-
fowl or other wildlife feces
may be. If you cannot avoid
this, clean your shoes, vehicles
and equipment thoroughly to
prevent transferring disease.

« Field dress game birds
when possible to reduce the
potential for disease transfer.

eDogsarenotathighriskto
contract the virus. However,
there have been documented
cases of dogs transmitting
HPAI to domestic flocks. If
your dog has interacted with
wildlife, take measures to keep
them away from poultry.

« If visitors will be interact-
ingwith your birds, make sure
you know where they have
been, require them to wash
their hands, and ensure their
clothes and footwear are clean
and disinfected.

« Reduce the attractiveness
for wild birds to stop at your
placeby cleaning up litter and
spilled feed around poultry
housing areas.

«Ifyouhave free range guin-
ea fowl and waterfowl, con-
sider bringing them into coops
or flight pens under nets to
preventinteraction of domes-
ticated poultry with wild birds
and their droppings.

Non-lethal methods to deter

wildlife are available on the
USDA Wildlife Damage web-
page: bit.ly/deter-wild-birds.
Avianinfluenza surveillance
and testing in wild birds is
being done by the USDA
Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service and the
North Dakota Game and Fish
Department. Report sick and
dead wildlife at bit.ly/mortality-
report. Direct wild bird avian
influenza questions to the
North Dakota Game and Fish

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Department at 701-204-2161.

Avian influenza is a zoo-
notic disease, meaning there
is a chance it can be trans-
ferred to humans.

“While this risk is low, hunt-
ers of wild birds are more
likely to have increased expo-
sure to the virus, which may
increase risk of infection,” said
MaryKeena, NDSU Extension
livestock environmental man-
agement specialist.

“Accordingto the CDC, ifyou

must handle wild birds or sick
or dead poultry, minimize di-
rect contact by wearing gloves
and washing your hands with
soap and water after touching
birds,” said Stokka. “Ifavailable,
wear respiratory protection
such as a medical facemask.
After handling wild birds, dis-
card the gloves and facemask,
change your clothing, disinfect
footwear, and then wash your
hands with soap and water””
TheNorth Dakota Game and

NOVEMBER 20, 2023 9

Hunters urged to practice biosecurity this season

Fish Department suggests the
following practices to reduce
risk of infection:

¢ Do not handle game that
isfound dead or appearsto be
sick.

« Do not eat, drink or smoke
while cleaning game, and
avoid contamination of your
eyes, mouth, nose, orany open
cuts or sores with blood or
otherfluids from game thatyou
are cleaning.

e Wash hands, cleaning

utensils and other surfaces
with soap and hot water im-
mediately after cleaning game.
“There is no evidence that
anyone has contracted the vi-
rus from eating a fully cooked
bird, either domestic or wild,”
said Julie Garden-Robinson,
NDSU Extension food and nu-
trition specialist. “It is always a
safe practice to fully cook wild
game to 165 F regardless of
whether there is a threat of
HPAI” — NDSU Extension
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2 year old bulls

8 year old registered cows
commercial bred heifers
2-coming 3 year old cows
10 year old cows

105 - 2 year old bulls
all from our mature cows that
have never been topped.
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yearling bulls
fall bulls
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SP 904 x Apex Klondike 17
CED +11 BW +2.1 WW +77 YW +135 M +22 CW 459 MB +1.09 RE +.56 FAT +.038

GaLATA, MONTANA

Bryan Ratzburg: Ernie Ratzburg:
(406) 937-5858 Cell: (406) 788-3244
Cell: (406) 788-3272

bobcatangus@northerntel.net
www.bobcatangus.com
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MFNS M39 x EXAR Denver 2002B
CED +0 BW +4.1 WW +93 YW +153 M +22 CW +72 MB +.67 RE +1.06 FAT +.023

i

© Reg: 20470513

Carter Power Surge x Mytty Natural
CED +6 BW +3.1 WW +77 YW +139 M +28 CW +55 MB +,33 RE +.89 FAT -.017

Son of Reyde for Time

Reyce N Roan Ranger AQHA 60315323
Reyce N Roan Ranger is a stout made 3 year-old Red Roan gelding with
tremendous eye appeal. He has a good start and continues to sort cattle
along with daily ranch work. He travels great and will be ready for calving
and branding season. He is 100% gentle and sound with perfect feet.

Stands 14.2 hh and weighs 1,000 pounds.
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Farm leaders urge action on port and freight issues

Officials for Bay Area ports
and leaders of California
agricultural associations
met recently to brainstorm
on solutions to better facili-
tate farm exports from state
ports, which a 2021 study
called “the least efficient in
the world”

At a San Francisco hear-
ing held by the California
Assembly Committee on
Ports and Goods Move-
ment, farming leaders and
port directors discussed
port shortcomings during
the pandemic that stranded
farm goods and continue to
challenge the movement of
freight within California.

Alarge portion of the food
grown in California, espe-
cially tree nuts, rice and
wine, is exported, making
the state’s farms and farm
communities dependent on
foreign demand and the
flow of agricultural com-
modities through ports.

“Over 40% of what we
grow in California needs to
find an export market,” Cal-
ifornia Farm Bureau Presi-

dent Jamie Johansson said
at the hearing.

“Port infrastructure and
functionality opened the
world to California’s bounti-
ful agriculture and incredible
innovation,” said Aubrey Bet-
tencourt, CEO of the Almond
Alliance. “It has made Cali-
fornia the global economic
powerhouse that it is in the
last century. But what got us
hereisn’tgoingto getusthere
in this next century.”

California farm products
typically fill about one-third
of all shipping containers
leaving California ports and
abouthalfthe containers that
leave from Oakland.

In 2021, pandemic-relat-
ed supply chain gridlock at
the Port of Oakland resulted
in a shortage of shipping
containers, disrupting the
export of farm commodities
and causing an estimated
$2.1 billion in agricultural
export losses. Many con-
tainer ships skipped the
Port of Oakland altogether
due to the congestion.

“Foreign markets turned to
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other countries to supply
their goods,” Johansson said.

California farmers and
farm communities are still
dealing with the fallout of that
congestion, Bettencourt told
committee members. “Pan-
demic supply chain disrup-
tions wreaked havoc on the
almond industry,” she said.

Alarge inventory of unsold
almonds has destroyed the
market, depressing global
almond prices. “We are still
not recovered from the pan-
demic because of how much
product was unable to be
shipped,” Bettencourt said.
“The cash flow into the com-
munities is totally drying up”’

Now, two years later,
farmers are still trying towin
back export markets they
lost due to the port backlog.
Bettencourt said some car-
riersrestored services out of
Oakland, but “some may
never return.”

University of California re-
searchers have cautioned
that reputational damage to
California ports could have
lasting consequences for the

GROWTH -

state’s agriculture sector.

“Thelost farm exports mir-
ror the fact that California
ports are among the least ef-
ficient in the world,” the re-
searchers said in a2021 study
titled “Containergeddon’
and California Agriculture,’
which analyzed the impacts
of the supply chain gridlock.
“As a result, some importers
now view California as an
unreliable source of agricul-
tural products due to inferior
portinfrastructure.”

Portdirectorswho testified
at the hearing advocated for
investment in improving in-
frastructure at the ports.
Projects are already under-
way to widenroadways at the
Port of Oakland and widen
the turning basin to improve
the traffic flow of container
ships. “We need to be more
resilient taking care of our
exporters,” said Danny Wan,
executive director of the Port
of Oakland.

Assembly Member Mia
Bonta (D-Alameda) empha-
sized the need for California’s
portstorun efficiently so that
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businesses in the state can
compete globally. “I want to
make sure California main-
tains its primacy,” she said.

Assembly Member Vince
Fong (R-Bakersfield) added
that state legislators want to
“keep our farmers compet-
itive overseas.’

The Biden administra-
tion recently announced
$653 million in grants for 41
projects to improve ports
across the country. The
grantsinclude $52.6 million
for upgrades to the Port of
Long Beach, which also ex-
ports commodities from
California farms.

In addressing future chal-
lenges, discussion at the
hearing centered on a land-
markrule adopted earlier this
year by the California Air Re-
sources Board (CARB). The
Advanced Clean Fleets rule
will phase out most diesel
trucks in the state over the
next two decades.

Under the rule, drayage
truck fleets, which haul agri-
cultural products and other
cargo from rural parts of
California to coastal ports,
must fully convert to zero-
emission vehicles by 2035,
seven years before most oth-
er sections of the trucking
industry. Agricultural and
trucking groups have raised
alarm over that deadline,
cautioning that it could im-
pede the movement of fresh
produce and other freight.

Wan questioned the wis-
dom ofarule thathe said will
likely see the diesel trucks

decommissioned from Cali-
fornia sold to other states and
used there. “It'snot like these
trucks are going to disappear
from planet Earth,” he said.

Rather thanregulators im-
posing unrealistic deadlines
on trucking companies, a
better route would be for the
state to encourage the transi-
tion from diesel trucks to ze-
ro-emission vehicles through
“penalties and incentives
rather than regulatory man-
dates,” Wan said.

Rayne Thompson, vice
president of government re-
lations and sustainability for
Sunkist Growers, said the
concern with the CARB rule
is that freight costs are going
to go up significantly” due to
expensesrelated to investing
in the necessary infrastruc-
ture and technology.

With stringent regulations
and high input costs, Califor-
nia farmers are already
“struggling to compete” in
the global marketplace, Jo-
hansson said. “This problem
will soon be exacerbated by
the impending Advanced
Clean Fleets rule”

The increased costs will
likely weigh most heavily on
small farmers, Johansson
added. “The consolidation
that you see happening is a
real effect of any rising costs,”
he said. “You simply have to
become more efficient. And
oftentimes to do that, you
have to become bigger” —
Caleb Hampton, assistant
editor of Ag Alert, California
Farm Bureau Federation

Group sues USFS to halt
MT trout release project

A Missoula, MT, based
nonprofit that advocates for
wilderness conservation is
pushingbackonaU.S. Forest
Service (USFS) plan to poison
46 miles of waterways within
the Absaroka-Beartooth Wil-
derness in an effort to clear
them for Yellowstone cut-
throat trout.

In alawsuit filed in the U.S.
District Court Nov. 8, Wilder-
ness Watch argues that the
Buffalo Creek project violates
the Wilderness Act, which
holds that wilderness areas
should retain “primeval char-
acter and influence” and be
“protected and managed so
as to preserve [their] natural
conditions.”

The Buffalo Creek project
was authorized by the Custer
Gallatin National Forest in
August at the behest of Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks,
which seeks to expand Yel-
lowstone cutthroats in waters
beyond their native range to
create a climate refuge for the
fish as the waterways they've
historically inhabited warm.

Hidden Lake and the upper
reaches of Buffalo Creek are
naturally fishless due to the
area’s topography, but state
wildlife officials have stocked
rainbow troutin Hidden Lake
since at least 1932. Now the
state hopes to address the
hybridization of rainbow trout
and Yellowstone cutthroat
trout in lower stretches of the
watershed by applying rote-
none to Upper Buffalo Creek
and 36 acres of wetlands and
lake surface, to create what
Wilderness Watch describes
as “an artificial reserve of Yel-

lowstone cutthroat trout””

Wilderness Watch Execu-
tive Director George Nickas
described the plan as an at-
tempt to “play God with spe-
cies and habitat manipula-
tion.” His group also takes is-
sue with the expansion of
motorized activity within the
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilder-
nessthat USFShas authorized
for the poisoning and restock-
ing project. Up to 81 aircraft
landings and 60 days of mo-
torized use have been ap-
proved to execute the plan.

“The Wilderness Act was
passed precisely torein in the
propensity of managers to
want to control nature. Our
lawsuit seeks to preserve the
wild character of the Wilder-
ness and to let nature con-
tinue to evolve of its own free
will” Nickas wrote. His orga-
nization is asking courts to
block the project, which is
slated to begin next year.

In an April 2022 press re-
lease announcing USFS’ sup-
port for the Buffalo Creek
project, Gardiner District
Ranger Mike Thom wrote that
the agency was “poised to
create secure cold water refu-
gia and strongholds for the
long-term sustainability and
success of Yellowstone cut-
throat trout””

“This is one of those prime
opportunities working jointly
with Montana Fish, Wildlife
and Parks to benefit the natu-
ral characteristics of wilder-
ness with native fish commu-
nities critical to our ecosys-
tem,” he continued. — Aman-
da Eggert, Montana Free
Press
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Farm share of food dollar
under 15 cents in 2022

2022 Food Dollar Series’ marketing bill

Marketing share
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Note: The feod dollsr estimates provide the average farm share and marketing share of each nominal, or
unadjusted for inflation, dellar spant on domestically produced food in a yoear,
Sourze: USDA, Economic Research Service, Food Doliar Series.

US. farm establishments
received 14.9 cents per dol-
lar spent on domestically
produced food in 2022 as
compensation for farm
commodity production.
This portion, called the farm
share, is a decrease of 0.3
cents from a revised 15.2
centsin 2021.

The farm share covers op-
erating expenses as well as
input costs from nonfarm
establishments. The re-
maining portion of the food
dollar, known as the market-
ing share, covers the costs of
getting domestically pro-
duced food from farms to
points of purchase, includ-
ing costs related to trans-

porting, processing and sell-
ing to consumers.

One of the factors behind
the long-term downward
trend in the farm share is an
increasing proportion of
food-away-from-home
spending. Farm establish-
ments receive a lower por-
tion of dollars spent on food
away from home because of
the added costs of preparing
and serving meals.

The USDA Economic Re-
search Service (ERS) uses
input-outputanalysisto cal-
culate the farm and market-
ing shares of a food dollar,
which is an average of all
domestic expenditures on
U.S. food. — USDA ERS

Giving campaign to
support agresearch

The California Bountiful
Foundation, the nonprofitsci-
ence and research affiliate of
the California Farm Bureau, is
beginningitsannual fundrais-
ing campaign with a goal of
supportingscientificand eco-
nomic research on agricul-
tural production to ensure
food security for all Califor-
nians.

The Bountiful Foundation,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, conductsresearch and
compiles scientific and eco-
nomic data on agriculture,
food prices, water and the
environment. The foundation
is led by Dr. Amrith Gunas-
ekara, former manager of the
Office of Environmental
Farming and Innovation for
the California Department of
Food and Agriculture and sci-
ence advisor to the state agri-
culture secretary.

The Bountiful Foundation,
reorganized by the Farm Bu-
reau in April 2022, solicits
grants and provides funding
to support studies on issues
affecting farmers, ranchers,
timber producers and con-
sumers. Research interests
focus on climate-smart agri-
culture, water use, regula-
tions, food prices and sustain-
ing California’s agricultural
heritage into the future.

“California farmers and
ranchers produce a diverse
bounty of high-quality foods
in America’'s most productive

agricultural state,” said Cali-
fornia Farm Bureau President
Jamie Johansson. “The Cali-
fornia Bountiful Foundation
conducts and enables impor-
tant research to inform poli-
cymakers on supporting our
critical agricultural produc-
tion and safeguarding our
California landscape while
providing Americans with
ample supplies of safe, nutri-
tious and affordable foods”

Currently, one in five Cali-
fornia residents—about 8.4
million people—faces food
insecurity. This year’s fund-
raising campaign, including
Giving Tuesday on Nov. 28, is
focusing on Bountiful Foun-
dation effortstolead and sup-
port agricultural research on
California agricultural contri-
butions to addressing food
insecurity.

“The California Bountiful
Foundation is dedicated to
research on sustaining agri-
culture into the future while
conserving our water resourc-
es, protecting the environ-
ment and curbing food inse-
curity by producing more
healthful and affordablefoods
to meet the needs of all Cali-
fornians,” said Dr. Gunaseka-
ra.

To learn more about the
California Bountiful Founda-
tion and how to donate, visit
www.cfbf.com/CBE —Cali-
fornia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion
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Additional two P&ES Act rules still in works

COMPETITION

(frompage1)

for beef, pork, lamb and
bison products were not as
clear as other products,
USDA said.

“This clarification to the
domestic origin require-
ment will ensure U.S. pro-
ducersreap the full benefit
of USDA purchase pro-
grams and recipients of
nutrition assistance pro-
grams benefit from domes-
tically produced meat
products,” the department
said.

Tanner Beymer, National
Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion senior director of gov-
ernment affairs, told WLJ
that a very small percent-
age of beef goes into the
USDA commodity pro-
curement program and
that he sees the domestic
origin requirements up-
date more of a precursor to
USDA’s Product of the USA
rule that is in the works.

The administration also
announced the creation of
the AMS chief competition
officer to “formalize and
enhance implementation
of key competition policy
priorities.” In addition, the
officer will support Packers
& Stockyards Act enforce-
ment, seed transparency
and competition, and part-
nerships with state attor-
neys general, USDA said.

There is limited
information so far on the
new officer position, but
Beymer said the role would
fall under the jurisdiction
of USDA’s Packers and
Stockyards Division, which
is already significantly
underfunded and
understaffed. He likened
the new role to the
administration reinventing
the wheel as opposed to
addressing the meat of the
issue.

The third update is re-
garding competition and
innovation in seeds. AMS
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saiditisholding seed com-
panies accountable by re-
questing companies exam-
ine how they are “provid-
ingvariety transparency to
farmers at the point of sale,
disclosing the variety to
growers usually at the time
of purchase and no later
than the commencement
of shipment”

Finalrules

Last summer, USDA an-
nounced it would begin
issuing a series of three
rules to increase transpar-
ency and boost competi-
tion in the ag markets. Two
ruleshave been announced
so far, with the first rule the
subject of USDA’s recent
announcement, and a third
rule set to be released later
this year.

The first rule, the Trans-
parency in Poultry Grower
Contracting and Tourna-
ments final rule, amends
the Packers and Stockyards

Act with the intention of
increasing transparency
for poultry growers. The
rule requires live poultry
dealers to give critical in-
formation about terms of
their agreements to poultry
growers, along with pro-
vide tournament-specific
disclosures of inputs to
growers who are paid using
a poultry grower ranking
system.

Once the final rule is
published in the Federal
Register it can be viewed in
its entirety by visiting
regulations.gov and
searching for document ID
AMS-FTPP-21-0044.

USDA’s second rule,
which addresses inclusive
competition and market
integrity rules under the
Packers and Stockyards
Act, has been sent to the
White House for review.
The third rule is set to be
proposed by the end of the
year. — Anna Miller, WLJ
managing editor
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Female Sale

2016 & 2017 Mode

9 Registered Angus Cows

3 to 5 Year Olds

18 Registered Bred Heifers

8 Commercial Angus Cows
2 to 5 Year Olds - May Calvers

¢ Basin Payweight 1682 - 13 Daughters
¢ KM Broken Bow 002 - 10 Daughters

o PA Full Power 1208 - 5 Daughters

¢ Connealy Comrade 1385 - 4 Daughters
¢ VAR Discovery 2240 - 5 Daughters

¢ VAR Index 3282 - 6 Daughters

¢ Mytty In Focus - 6 Daughters

Bred Hedfers Sired By

e WoodhlﬁPatent

¢ Woodhill Blue Print
¢ Brooks Amidon 0231
e Sitz Resilient

e Baldridge Versatile

Saturday, December 16, 2023 ¢ 1:00 P.M. MST
Bowman Livestock Marketing ¢ Bowman, ND

4 R9g|5ter9d Angus Cows Cows start calving March 10, 2024

e Every cow born in 2016 and 2017 sells.
* Culled for udders, disposition and

foot quality.

* Bred heifers are April calvers.
¢ Videos and sale will be on

Cones Bred to

¢ Sitz Domain 12371

o Sitz Accomplishment 720F
* Brooks Amidon 0231

¢ Kesslers Commodore 6516

¢ BAR Dynamic

¢ Tehama Tahoe B767

Bred Heifers Bred to
* RR Know How 2050
¢ GDAR Capstone 2448
¢ Bowman Capitalist 228

uction

Broadcasting Real-Time Auctions
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Texture of food determines consumer preferences

Areyou asucker, cruncher
or chewer ... maybe even a
smoosher? Think about it:
How do you taste your food?

Texture has been one of
the trends in food product
messaging for several years,
said Rhonda Miller, Ph.D.,
Texas A&M AgrilLife Re-
search Faculty Fellow and
meat science professor in
the Texas A&M College of
Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences Department of Ani-
mal Science.

Miller is applying her
mouthfeel research to prod-
ucts in the beef industry to
determine how to improve
consumption. She conduct-
ed athree-phase Mouth Be-
havior Study involving how
all four types of eaters con-
sume beef and steak.

People manipulate food
in their mouths differently—
some use their molars and
chew; some people manipu-
late the food with their
tongue. Chewers and
crunchers like to use their
teeth to break down foods.

w RRR,PAPAR1512 .#20427573:~—W

Suckers and smooshers ma-
nipulate food between their
tongue and the roof of their
mouth.

But these texture terms
are not universally under-
stood—a “good crunch” toa
cruncher is much different
to a chewer.

“Most people don’t even
realize they are manipulat-
ing their food in their
mouth,” Miller said.

ButMiller does, as she op-
erates the Sensory Science
Evaluation Laboratory, con-
ductingresearch on a variety
of meat and food products,
evaluating them for flavor
and palatability.

The science of
mouthfeel

Little isknown aboutwhat
drives people’s preferences,
but everyone is born with a
preference for texture, Miller
said. Texture is a strong driv-
er of rejection of afood item.
Researchers are interested
in whether texture impacts

)
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purchasing habitsregarding
food products.

“Ingeneral, people have a
very low texture awareness,”
she said. “They talk about
flavor, but not texture, be-
cause we have a low aware-
ness of how to verbalize
that”

Miller breaks down the
mouthfeels a little more:
chewers and crunchershave
the same mouth motions,
but chewers are less vigor-
ous in their chew and eat
food more slowly, while
crunchers eat food force-
fully. Crunchers are often
accused by others of being
too loud. They crunch until
thefood is gone. Smooshers
use their tongue and the roof
of their mouth; suckers ap-
propriately suck the flavor
out before chewing.

She said the U.S. popula-
tion consists of about 8%
suckers, 43% chewers, 33%
crunchers and 16% smoosh-
ers. The study also showed
that suckers reject products
ata45%level, while smoosh-

" ba

ers reject at 29%, crunchers
at 16%, and chewers at 10%.

Her study revealed that
many times, products are
made without considering
consumers’ sensory behav-
iors.

“But we know there are
some that are: for instance,
granola bars—do you want
them crunchy or chewy?
You can look at the package
merchandising and see they
know there is a difference in
what their consumer wants,’
she said.

“So as meat scientists, our
concern is, especially when
beefprices are high, retailers
want to know how they can
get consumers to buy beef
one more time a month,”
Miller said.

Applying the
science to beef

Miller found interesting
differences in the way chew-
ers, crunchers, smooshers
and suckers experience
hamburgers and steaks
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based on the way the meat
was processed prior to cook-
ing.

Ground beef burger pat-
ties were rated on descrip-
tive textures such as surface
roughness, firmness, con-
nective tissue amount, co-
hesive mass, particle size
and chewiness. Consumers
identified factors that influ-
enced their evaluation.

» Chewers must have fla-
vorful burgers, no soggy
buns, no rubbery feel or
gristle, and the patty can’tbe
dry or too greasy.

« Crunchers want a burg-
er that is not too dry or raw,
not chewy, crumbly or
chunky, no soggy bun and
the meat can’t stick to their
teeth.

» Smooshers wantajuicy,
well-seasoned patty, no
gristle, not congealed or
sludgy and noresidue feelin
their mouth.

e Suckers defined their
ideal burger as juicy, not too
chewy, butnot crumbly, and
the seasoning should come
before cooking.

The goal of this study was
to determine how fat con-
tent affected consumers’
perceptions. Chewers and
smooshers found higher-fat
patties less tough and
chewy, with crunchers say-
ing 93% lean beef was too
dry. Higher fat was associ-

ated with higher tenderness.
For the suckers, it wasn’t
aboutfat content, butrather
whether the meat was
chopped or ground.

The verdict on chopped
beef patties—chewers said
lean chopped patties were
tougher, cruncherssaid they
were less juicy, smooshers
said they were greasy, and
suckers said they were dry.
The final outcome was that
ground beefpatties from the
chuck are less polarizing
across the mouth behavior
groups compared to ground
beef patties made from oth-
er lean sources.

“We learned a lot, and I
walked away with an ‘aha’
moment,” Miller said. “The
ideal pattyis easy to bite and
stays together well. Also, we
learned that chewers do not
like McDonalds”

When it came to steaks,
the higher-marbled steaks
were liked by consumers
across each mouth behavior
group, but for different rea-
sons. The aging process pro-
duces big gaps among
mouth behaviors.

“We've been a little stale
inhowwe as meatscientists
think,” Miller said. “This
study has helped me think
outside of the box—but I
don’t have any definitive
answersyet” — Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension

Free NCBA admission
for FIA, 4H members

The next generation of
agricultural leaders are
invited to attend the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association
(NCBA) Trade Show at
CattleCon24 for free on
Friday, Feb. 2, 2024. FFA and
4-H members can receive
free trade showadmission on
Next Gen Ag FFA & 4-H Day,
which will include a variety
of events and activities for
youth and families.

Courtesy of Culver’s, the
first 250 FFA members toreg-
ister will receive complimen-
tary Friday NCBA Trade
Show admission. FFA mem-
bers and alumni are also in-
vited to the Culver’s Blue
Jacket Custard Social.

Nationwide is providing
complimentary Friday NCBA
Trade Show admissionto the
first 250 4-H members who
register. Nationwide is also
sponsoring a special Learn-
ing Lounge session about
careers in agriculture featur-
ing Mary-Thomas Hart, chief
counsel at NCBA.

“Youth engagement is crit-
ical to the future of America’s
rural communities, and in-
dustry events like the NCBA
Trade Show are great places
to learn about career oppor-
tunities while building a na-
tional network of producers
and industry experts,” said
Hart. “As a 4-H alumnus, I
look forward to meeting 4-H
members from across the
country who are excited
about civic engagement and
afuture in cattle production”

NCBA Trade Show attend-
ees can explore more than
eight acres of displays and
exhibitors offering the latest
advancements, from equip-

ment and technology to
pharmaceuticals and feed
supplements. In addition to
finding the right product or
service to solve any problem,
there are a variety of educa-
tional opportunities within
the show.

Attendees can stop in the
Learning Lounge to enjoy
informal, face-to-face talksin
an intimate setting right on
the trade show floor. The
popular Stockmanship &
Stewardship Demonstration
Arena also returns with stock-
manship experts providing
low-stress cattle handling
demonstrations, Beef Quality
Assurance educational ses-
sions, industry updates and
facility design sessions. Cattle
Chatswill feature beefindus-
try educational sessions, and
the Chutes and Scales Show-
down will offer a side-by-side
comparison of equipment
where producers can watch
cattle run through chutes
then get hands-on experi-
ence.

Other activities include an
appearance by the Oscar
Meyer Wienermobile, the
“Pups & Popsicles” reception
featuring furry friends and
refreshing treats, and enter-
tainment throughout the
trade show.

To receive free Friday
NCBA Trade Show
registration, FFA members
must use the code
FFACULVERS, and 4-H
members, 4HNW. A variety
of other registration options
are also available. For more
information and to register
and reserve housing, visit
convention.ncba.org. —
NCBA



In 2020, Allison Wal-
brecht, a 16-year-old stu-
dent at Lincoln Southwest
High School in Nebraska,
had an innovative idea—
one combining her love for
agriculture with her desire
to provide opportunities to
children with disabilities.
But, she wondered, would it
really work?

Her idea: Create the Uni-
fied Showing4-H Club. Init,
a youth with a disability
would pair with a teen help-
er in a “showman and bud-
dy” partnership to develop
skill in animal husbandry
and ultimately participate in
the 4-H livestock exhibition
atthe Lancaster County Fair.

Shehad her doubts. “Iwas
so scared they would hate
it said Walbrecht, part of
the fifth generation ofa Lan-
caster County ranch family.

But then Josh Layman,
one of the first club partici-
pants, arrived at her family’s
ranch and dispelled her
worries. Josh, who is autis-
tic, ran straight to the lamb
pen and plopped down ex-
citedly in the middle of the
creatures.

“Thelambs came right up
tohim, and theyate right out
ofhis hand,” said Walbrecht,

now a sophomore animal
science major at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln
(UNL). “The lambs knew
immediately that Josh had
this love for them and for
livestock. It was beyond
anything I could ever de-
scribe”

Josh became an enthusi-
astic member of the club,
and in the years since, his
experiences have demon-
strated Unified Showing’s
life-changing possibilities.
He has steadily deepened
his knowledge and devel-
oped into a first-class show-
man. This year at the Lan-
caster County Fair, he was
asked to compete in the
sheep show—and became
the lightweight champion.

“It’s blossomed into an
amazing thing,” said Calvin
DeVries, the Nebraska Ex-
tension 4-H educator for
Phelps and Gosper coun-
ties. He was the Lancaster
County 4-H educator when
Walbrecht began the club.

“Everybody’s talking
aboutit, everybody wants to
doit,” he said. “I' hope it can
be something that grows
into astatewide eventin the
soon to near future”

Gage and Otoe counties,

Waler parties ordered
to make concessions

KERN RIVER
(frompage1)

rulings by the California Su-
preme Court, the public trust
doctrine grants the state the
duty to manage resources
such as water, and the doc-
trine “prevents any party
from acquiring a vested right
to appropriate water in a
manner harmful to the inter-
ests protected by the public
trust” The environmental
groups have standing to en-
force the Fish and Game
Code statute as they are a
member of the public to en-
force the public doctrine, he
ruled.

Pulskamp continued that
the code states a minimum
flowstandard, which requires
dam operators to maintain
enough water to keep fish in
good condition. It prevents a
dam operator from diverting
all the water.

Pulskamp cited other
courts that have determined
the legislature has balanced
competing claims for water
and given priority to the pres-
ervation of fisheries.

“For the foregoing reasons,
this court must conclude that
Plaintiffs have a very high
likelihood of succeeding on
the merits,” Pulskamp wrote

in his opinion.

Pulskamp ruled that all
parties should determine the
amount of river flow to keep
fish in good condition as the
city has the Water Resources
Departmentand the environ-
mental groups have access to
subject matter experts.

The courtwill ensure com-
pliance is made, and if the
two sides cannot come to an
agreement, they can ask the
court to make a determina-
tionregarding compliance or
flowrates, or make any deter-
mination pertinent to the
order.

The environmental groups
applauded the decision, stat-
ing it was a victory for the
river and the community that
fought for manyyears to pro-
tect the fish.

“While we still have work
to do, this injunction is a
monumental stride toward
giving the citizens of Kern the

“We are looking forward to
collaborating with the city to
implement this injunction
s effectively, aiming for a win-
win outcome for everyone
involved.”

— Tim McNeely

thriving river they rightfully
deserve,” said Tim McNeely,
spokesperson for Bring Back
the Kern. “We are looking
forward to collaboratingwith
the city to implement this
injunction effectively, aiming
for a win-win outcome for
everyone involved.” —
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor
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in addition to Lancaster,
now have Unified Showing
Clubs, and several counties,
including Box Butte, have
adopted the curriculum.
Unified Showing aims to
send an important message
aboutunderstanding others
and expanding people’s op-
portunities, Walbrecht said.

“Youth getting agricul-
tural experience and the
skills that 4-H teaches
them—there’s no limit on
how valuable that is,” she
said.

Unified Showing has
cometohold greatmeaning
for Josh and his family, said
his mother, Kristi.

“Allison, her mother, De-
nise, and the Unified Show-
ingbuddies have been such
ablessing to Josh,” she said.
“Watching him each sum-
mer with them and the
sheep has brought Josh’s
dad and I such joy. And we
are so proud of him. Seeing
him develop such a positive
relationship with them and
the sheepis heartwarming”

Livestock events featuring

Unified Showing members
regularly produce a surge of
audience attention as club
members display their
lambs, halt them and an-
swer judges’ questions,
DeVries said.

“The 20 minutes they
have in the ring—that’s ev-
erythingto those kids, to get
to show their animal at the
fair,” he said. “If you were to
compare attendance at ev-
ery event on the livestock
side that I've witnessed my-
self, I think the stands have
been the fullest at the point
when this is taking place,’
DeVries said. “You can just
see everybody in awe. If
there’s one thing that stands
out in conversations after
the fair, I think it's always
that Unified Showing.”

The club’s benefits also
extend to the teen buddies.
“Some of the buddies are
involved in agriculture and
some of them have never
seen a livestock animal be-
fore either,” Walbrecht said.
“It’s incredible to see how
they are able to grow as a
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Student opens 4H livestock opportunities to youths with disabilities

person and be part of that.
To see the relationship grow
between a showman and a
buddy is out of this world. A
lot of times, they’ll go to
school together, soit’s funto
hear about how they see
each otherinthe hallsorjust
how they grow in apprecia-
tion for what they have.”

The Unified Showing
Club has been around long
enough thatsome members
are starting to age out—but
Walbrecht is determined to
keep the opportunities go-
ing for those teens. So, she
has started her own busi-
ness, Unified Agriculture, a
direct-to-consumer beef-
sales enterprise creating ag-
focused employment op-
portunities for those with
disabilities.

Claire Bruns, a Lincoln
Southwest student who was
one of the club’s first show-
men, is the co-founder of
Unified Agriculture, which
currently has eight head of
purebred Angus steers.

Many of the club’s show-
men have developed a pas-

sion for livestockraising and
care, and it’s important for
the ag sector “to let them in
the door,” Walbrecht said. “I
think every reason why it’s
important to have anybody
involved in agriculture are
the exact reasons—times a
thousand—why it’s impor-
tant to have my kids in-
volved.”

Long term, Walbrecht
aims to maintain her Uni-
fied Showing and Unified
Agriculture initiatives while
pursuinga career in market-
ing for agriculture, to “tell
the story” of the beefindus-
try’s benefits for consumers.

Walbrecht’s central re-
ward has been the opportu-
nity to help showmen dis-
cover and display their tal-
ents, she said.

“Butthen to be able to say
Ihave been blessed enough
to be within an industry my
entire life and be able to
share that with people who
might not have that oppor-
tunity—it'sbeen the greatest
joy of my entire life” — UNL
Extension

LEACHMAN HIGH ALTITUDE SALE

Loma Livestock Auctions ® Loma, CO
December 2nd * 11:00 AM (MST)

Offering 250 PAP Tested Stabilizer Bulls Including 150 Heifer Bulls
& 30 DNA Tested Bred Commerical Heifers

These bulls are 18-24 months old!
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-1.29 PAP EPD, 41 PAP Score
$28,555 $Profit, 4-Star All-Around
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KURT SCHENKEL, (OH) (740) 503-6270
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Gathering around the ta-
ble for a Thanksgiving din-
ner won't take as much of a
toll on your pocketbook this
year compared to 2022, but
the meal still reflects histori-
cally high costs. The Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s (AFBF) 38th annual
survey provides a snapshot
of the average cost of this
year’s classic holiday feast
for 10, whichis $61.17, orless
than $6.20 per person.

This is a 4.5% decrease
from last year’s record-high
average of $64.05, but a
Thanksgiving meal is still
25% higher than it was in
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2019, which highlights the
impact high supply costs
and inflation have had on
food prices since before the
pandemic.

The centerpiece on most
Thanksgiving tables—the
turkey—helped bring down
the overall cost of dinner.
The average price for a
16-pound turkey is $27.35.
Thatis $1.71/1b., 5.6%, down
from last year.

Farm Bureau “volunteer
shoppers” checked prices
Nov. 1-6, before most gro-
cery store chains began fea-
turing whole frozen turkeys
at sharply lower prices. Ac-

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Cost of Thanksgiving dinner down slightly from record high in 2022

cording to USDA Agricul-
tural Marketing Service data,
the average per-pound fea-
ture price for whole frozen
turkeys declined further
during the second week of
November. Consumers who
had notyet purchased a tur-
key may have found addi-
tional savings in the days
leading up to Thanksgiving.

“Traditionally, the turkey
is the most expensive item
on the Thanksgiving dinner
table,” said AFBF Senior
Economist Veronica Nigh.
“Turkey prices have fallen
thanks to a sharp reduction
in cases of avian influenza,

which have allowed produc-
tion to increase in time for
the holiday.”

The shoppinglist for Farm
Bureau’s informal survey
includes turkey, stuffing,
sweet potatoes, rolls with
butter, peas, cranberries, a
veggie tray and pumpkin pie
with whipped cream, all in
quantities sufficient to serve
a family of 10 with plenty of
leftovers.

“While shopperswillsee a
slight improvement in the
cost of a Thanksgiving din-
ner, high inflation continues
to hammer families across
the country, including the

202 THANKSGIVING DINNER

2023 COST OF
THANKSGIVING
DINNER
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$19.88

INFLATION-
ADJUSTED

COST

Exceptional Marbling - backed by the breed’s largest carcass testing program

Elite Fertility EPDs means more calves produced over these bulls’ daughters’ lifetimes

Superior $Ranch to reduce cow depreciation costs and wean more pounds per acre
Great Selection of LOW PAP bulls designed for our high altitude customers

The Larry Mehlhoff Family * Sheridan, MT * 5lranch@3rivers.net

855-5L-Bulls * (406) 596-1204 » 5LBulls.com

nation’s farmers,” said AFBF
President Zippy Duvall.
“Growing the food families
rely on is a constant chal-
lenge for farmers because of
high fuel, seed, fertilizer and
transportation costs, just to
name a few.

“While high food prices
are a concern for every fam-
ily, America still has one of
the most affordable food
supplies in the world. We've
accomplished that, in part,
due to strong farm bill pro-
grams,” Duvall continued.
“Although our focus is shar-
ing time with family and
friends this Thanksgiving,
our thoughts also turn to
encouraging Congress to
double down on a commit-
ment to passing a new farm
bill with a modernized safe-
ty net to support those who
raise the crops and livestock
that supply Thanksgiving
dinner and every dinner”

In recognition of changes
in Thanksgiving dinner tra-
ditions, the Farm Bureau
price survey also includes
boneless ham, Russet pota-
toes and frozen green beans,
inan expanded menu. Add-
ingthese foods to the classic
Thanksgiving menu in-
creased the overall cost by
$23.58, to $84.75.

This year’s national aver-
age cost was calculated us-
ing 245 surveys completed
with pricing data from all 50
states and Puerto Rico. Farm
Bureau volunteer shoppers
checked prices in person
and online using grocery
store apps and websites.
Theylooked for the best pos-
sible prices without taking
advantage of special promo-
tional coupons or purchase
deals.

The AFBF Thanksgiving
dinner survey was first con-
ducted in 1986. The informal
survey provides a record of
comparative holiday meal
costs over the years. Farm
Bureau’s classic survey

menu has remained un-
changed since 1986 to allow
for consistent price com-
parisons.

Individual prices

« 16-1b. turkey: $27.35 or
$1.71/1b. (down 5.6%).

e 14-0z. of cubed stuffing
mix: $3.77 (down 2.8%).

e Two frozen pie crusts:
$3.50 (down 4.9%).

 Half pint of whipping
cream: $1.73 (down
22.8%).

« 1 pound of frozen peas:
$1.88 (down 1.1%).

¢ One dozen dinnerrolls:
$3.84 (up 2.9%).

e Misc. ingredients to
prepare the meal: $3.95
(down 4.4%).

e 30-0z. can of pumpkin
pie mix: $4.44 (up 3.7%).

« 1 gallon of whole milk:
$3.74 (down 2.6%).

« 3 pounds of sweet po-
tatoes: $3.97 (up .3%).

e 1-1b. veggie tray (car-
rots & celery): $.90 (up
2.3%).

e 12-0z. bag of fresh
cranberries: $2.10 (down
18.3%).

AFBF analysis revealed
regional differences in the
cost of the meal. The cost
for the classic meal was the
most affordable in the
Midwest at $58.66, fol-
lowed by the South at
$59.10, the West at $63.89
and the Northeast at
$64.38.

The expanded meal
(classic meal plus boneless
ham, Russet potatoes and
green beans) was the most
affordable in the Midwest
at $81.83, the South at
$82.61, the West at $87.75
and the Northeast at
$88.43.

AFBF also conducts an
annual summer cookout
survey in advance of the
Fourth of July holiday. Be
sure to watch for that in
late June 2024. — AFBF

The positive effect of
grazing corn residue

Are you looking for addi-
tional income from your corn
acres or feed for cattle? Graz-
ing corn residue is alow-cost
winter feed source for cattle
and a source of additional
income for farmers without
negative effects on the crop-
land.

Many crop producers are
concerned that trampling
from cattle grazing corn resi-
due negatively affects crop
yields. When grazed at prop-
er stocking rates however,
small but positive effects on
crop production after grazing
have been observed.

Research conducted atthe
University of Nebraska has
shown thatgrazing corn resi-
due at the recommended
stockingrate does notreduce
corn or soybean yields in ir-
rigated fields the following
growing season.

In fact, a long-term study
in eastern Nebraska at the
Eastern Research and Exten-
sion Center showed 2-3
bushels/acre improvements
for soybean production fol-
lowinggrazed cornresiduein
acorn-soybean rotation. This

result was the same whether
cattle grazed in the fall from
November through January
or spring from February
through April.

A five-year study in west-
ern Nebraska measured corn
yields from continuous corn
after cattle grazing in the fall
and found no negative effects
on corn yields the following
year.

Itmustbe noted that minor
surface compaction can re-
sult from grazing during wet
weather. However, this com-
paction often disappears
through the natural wetting
and drying and freezing and
thawing processes. Addition-
ally, this compaction does
not restrict root growth and
does not carry over into the
following growing season.

Grazing corn residue ben-
efits both cattle and crop pro-
ducers. Corn residue should
be viewed as an economical
source of winter roughage for
cattle that can provide an ex-
tra source of income for corn
producers that does not affect
next year's crop production.
— Nebraska Extension



—Signs SB 149

Taking advantage of an in-
frastructure streamlining bill,
Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) has
fast-tracked plans to develop
the Sites Reservoir project.

The proposed Sites Reser-
voir, located northwest of Sac-
ramento, will hold up to 1.5
million acre-feet (an acre-foot

is 325,851 gallons) of water by
capturing storm-related runoff
and a portion of storm-related
flood water north of the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin Delta.
Signed by Newsom in July,
Senate Bill (SB) 149 streamlines
efforts for governor-certified
projects to avoid California
Environmental Quality Act
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(CEQA) litigation delays. The
courts must decide CEQA
challenges, including all
appeals, as feasible, within 270
days. According to Newsom’s
announcement, this will save
months, evenyears, oflitigation
delays after an environmental
review is passed.

“We're cutting red tape to

build more faster Newsom
said. “These are projects that
will address our state’s biggest
challenges faster, and the Sites
Reservoirisfullyrepresentative
of that goal—making sure
Californians have access to
clean drinkingwater and mak-
ing sure we're more resilient
against future droughts”
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CA governor fast tracks Sites Reservoir project

The Sites Reservoiris thefirst
projectto receive SB 149 certi-
fication. It comes after the Bu-
reau of Reclamation and Sites
Project Authority released the
project’s final environmental
impact report and environ-
mental impact statement.

The $4.5 billion project has
received $60 million from the

Grazing project helps improve grazing accessibility

Alex Masser raises 25 cow-
calf pairs, a bull and eight hors-
esonhisfarmin Ebensburg, PA.
Prior to working with the Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS), Alexhad about 25
acres of pasture and was utiliz-
inglarge paddocksizes forrota-
tional grazing. Through his
partnership with NRCS, he has
fenced animals out of a large
ditch onhisproperty, addingan
additional 10 acres of pasture.
Additionally, he will complete
a full watering system this year
that allows him to utilize the
pastures in the best way possi-
ble.

Alex’sgoalisto have the max-
imum amount of rest time on
everypaddock, reaching90-100
days at times. He moves the
cattle as he sees fit and accord-
ingtowhatthe grassneeds. This
meanshewillsometimesmove
the cattle two or three times a
day, depending on where he is
for work that day.

Alexruns an agfencing busi-
ness as well and travels around
to complete projects for other
people. Heenjoys spreading his

knowledge of what he has
learned, what works and what
didn’t work for him as he helps
other cattle farmers in the pro-
cess.

Alex started with rotationally
grazing and moving cattle once
or twice a week, but needed
more pasture to be able to uti-
lize the rigorousrotational graz-
ing that he now has. There was
alack of forage available for the
number ofanimals thathe had,
and a lack of water throughout
his existing grazing areas and
proposed areas. A deep ravine
is present that animals had ac-
cessto, and he had springs dry-
ing up on the property. Con-
verting the cropland to pasture
has resulted in the springs no
longer causing issues for him.
However, this did cause some
other concerns.

HisNRCS contractwas origi-
nally supposed to have spring
developments to provide water
for his cattle, and once they
dried up, it caused modifica-
tionstobemade as an alternate
source of water for the grazing
system was needed. A well was

Webinar offered on
backgrounding calves

High calf prices and rela-
tively low grain prices can still
make backgrounding eco-
nomically feasible for 2023.
North Dakota State University
(NDSU) Extension specialists
will offer a webinar on back-
grounding calf management
on Nov. 28 at 7 p.m. CST.

Many ranchers have de-
layed calf weaning as they
switch to April-May calving to
avoid late spring snow storms
in North Dakota. Traditionally,
October calf weaning was
common in North Dakota.
Now weaning is occurring in
November and December
with younger, lighter calves.

Backgrounding is the term
used when feeding calves after
weaning to allow growth, im-
prove animal health, transi-
tion to different feed rations
and delay marketing. Usually,
backgrounding occurs during
the cold winter months and
does not incorporate grazing.

Feed is the highest cost in-
put for backgrounding, except
the cost of the calf.

“Compared tolastyear, feed
prices are lower,” said Karl
Hoppe, NDSU Extension live-
stock systems specialist. “Corn
price hasreduced the feed cost
per pound of gain”

Hewill share more informa-
tion onrations and cost of gain
during the Nov. 28 webinar.

Bryon Parman, NDSU Ex-
tension agricultural finance
specialist, reminds ranchers
that feed costs are only part of
the equation. During the we-
binar, he will compare prices
for weaned versus back-
grounded calves.

“Market outlook and live-
stock risk protection are huge
drivers for profitable back-
grounding,” said Tim Petry,

NDSU Extension livestock
marketing specialistand a pre-
senter for the webinar. “Delay-
ing marketing of calves is al-
ways agood positioninan ‘up’
market, but will we have an
‘up’ market? Marketing infor-
mation is helpfulin planning”’

Another factor for feeding
performance is the health of
the calves. During the webinar,
NDSU Extension veterinarian
Jerry Stokka will discuss vac-
cinations and how to know
when other interventions may
be needed.

Increasing calf weight gain
with implants is cost effective
when used correctly during
backgrounding.

“Following the label direc-
tions is necessary and some
new rules have changed the
when and what,” said Zac Carl-
son, NDSU Extension beef
cattle specialist.

Webinar topics and present-
ers are:

» Market outlook: What to
expect and price protection,
Petry.

« Budgets for different class-
es of cattle, Parman.

«Rations, feed cost and cost
of gain, Hoppe.

« Implants: What to use and
value, Carlson.

o Calf health: What to do
after the vaccinations, Stokka.

To register for the back-
grounding webinar, visitndsu.
ag/backgrounding?23. The we-
binar will be recorded and
available at tinyurl.
com/57cd5mey.

For more information, con-
tact Hoppe at 701-652-2951 or
karl.hoppe@ndsu.edu, or
contact your local agriculture
and natural resources Exten-
sion agent. — NDSU Exten-
sion

dugupand onlyprovided about
one gallon per minute of flow.
Anadditional modification was
done to add a reservoir for the
well to be sure that there would
be enough water for the cattle
in all areas of the grazing sys-
tem.

Alex has installed the fence
andisin the process of complet-
inghiswatering systemto allow
the cattle full access to pasture
throughoutthe grazing season.
His focus is on having the lon-
gestrest periods possible on all
pasture fields and he has an
attitude of “usingcattle toman-
age the grass, rather than using
the grass to provide for the cat-

tle”

These practices have trans-
formed this farm from row
cropstolush pastures that, with
proper management, will grow
deep roots and provide forage
for the cattle year round. The
farm hasbeen in his wife’s fam-
ily for along time, but Alex had
onlyraised horses priortomov-
ing to western Pennsylvania.
Now, Alexislearningand grow-
ingwith his farm. He hosted his
first pasture walk event in July
and hopes for many more to
come.

Virgil Wilford, district conser-
vationist for Ebensburg, has
been working with Alex since

the partnership began. Virgil
spoke on his experience and
said, “NRCS has been assisting
Alex since early 2021 on this
project, developing a grazing
plan, scope of work, and sub-
mitting an Environmental
Quality Incentives Program ap-
plication. The application was
contracted in early August of
2022 and within two weeks, a
few of the practices were being
installed. He has been great to
work with and can’t wait to see
the finished operation once all
the practices have been in-
stalled” — Alicia Huber and
Virgil Wilford, USDA

From Beckton Red Angus

160 Commercial Red Angus Cows
61 Age-Advantage Red Angus Bulls
75 Prime and Proven Registered Cows

Beckton's Fall Production Sale
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2023

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
and additional funding from
the Water Infrastructure Im-
provements for the Nation Act,
for a total of $233.7 million in
federal contributions to date.
California has funded over $46
million for the project from
early funding and s eligible for
another $875.4 million from
Proposition 1 bonds.

Proposition 1, approved by
votersin 2014, authorized over
$7billion in general obligation
bonds to fund watershed pro-
tection and restoration, water
supply infrastructure projects
and drinkingwater protection.

Environmental groups have
opposed the project, stating it
willhave adverse environmen-
tal impacts, harm those who
rely on rivers and fish for their
livelihoods and “create some
of the most expensive water in
the state, affordable to only a
few”

According to the California
Water Commission, final per-
mits and approvals are expect-
ed in late 2024, with construc-
tion to begin in 2025. —
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor

Red Angus

becktonwyo@gmail.com

307-674-6095 * 307-674-8162 (evenings)

Call, write or email us for a catalog
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Genomic testing for selecting replacement heifers

Most of our spring-born
calves are in the weaning
process. This is the time
many producers are ship-
ping feeder cattle to the
market. Some producers
are thinking about the next
generation of their herd.
Heifer retention is a big
decision producers must
make to ensure they main-
tain the breeding herd.
This decision has tradi-
tionally been made based
on a physical characteris-
tic, who the dam is, or how
much feed is available.

With so many variables
at play, it is hard to know
how the heifer is going to
perform or if she is going
towean a calf when she’s a
two-year-old. With such a
long window and invest-
ment to determine the
heifer’s fate in the herd,
producers should take ad-
vantage of genomic testing
to getaccurate information
on maternal, performance
and carcass traits.

Genomic testing is con-

ducted on a small ear tis-
sue or blood sample, this is
compared to proven genet-
ics and provides more pre-
dicted progeny data than
an EPD. The best time to
genomic test to make cull-
ing decisions is at birth
when you are tagging the
new-born, butit can occur
at any time. Results from
the genomic test can pro-
vide:

e Producers with data
backed decision makers to
improve the genetic poten-
tial of the herd.

o The ability to produce
efficient animals on pas-
ture.

» The opportunity to sell
premium calves or bred
heifers to generate more
income.

Questions you may be
asking yourself:

Whichis better, genom-
ic testing or EPDs?

Depending on the trait,
agenomic test can replace
10 progeny for a sire with
no other progeny. Relying

on EPDs only works if the
bull generates progeny.
Genomic testing uses the
genes of that specific ani-
mal and compares them to
other animals in a large
database to provide pre-
dictions of calf’s genetics.
Genomic labs are offering
tests for commercial cattle
selection, extending this
valuable technology to
more producers in the in-
dustry.

Will this make me more
money?

A genomic testcanrange
from $15-40, depending on
how detailed you want the
results. Genomically test-
ing all of your heifers born
can be an expensive in-
vestment but can pay divi-
dends when you are pick-
ing quality heifers that
produce quality calves.
Keeping a low performing
heifer can costyou $2,304/
head in Oklahoma com-
pared to a high-producing
heifer. Using genomic test-
ing can identify and select

better performing heifers
thatwill pay for themselves
in two to three calf crops.

To start genomic results
may not seem promising,
but with careful bull selec-
tion, herd genetics can be
improved over time. Cost
savings from selling low
performing heifers and
keeping the ones that will
produce anice calf will pay
for the test. Remember,
this is a one-time cost, so
testing potential replace-
ment heifers first will give
you the information you
need to make sound keep/
cull decisions. Eventually
it would be a good idea to
test the whole herd and
cull animals that don't fit
you operation goals.

To calculate the cost for
you to retain your heifer(s)
for breeding, use the Beef
Cattle Research Council
calculator at tinyurl.
com/3dyhdjs8. — Chris
Johnson and Jacee
DeVries, Oklahoma State
University

September beef exports trend lower

September beef exports
continued to struggle com-
pared to last year’s record
totals but showed increas-
ing strength in Western
Hemisphere markets, ac-
cording to data released by
USDA and compiled by the
U.S. Meat Export Federa-
tion (USMEE).

September beef exports
totaled 98,757 metric tons
(mt), down 15% from a
year ago and the lowest of
2023, while value fell 12%
to $795.5 million. Exports
were lower across the
board to major Asian des-
tinations but gained mo-
mentum in Mexico, Cana-

da, Central America, Co-
lombia and Africa.

For January through
September, beef exports
were 13% below last year’s
record pace in volume
(980,100 mt) and down
18% in value ($7.49 bil-
lion).

“U.S. beef continues to
face tough sledding in our
Asian markets, where
weakness in major curren-
cies persist and consumer
confidenceremains guard-
ed,” said USMEF President
and CEO Dan Halstrom.
“In the past few weeks we
have seen several Asian
trading partners step up

efforts to stimulate their
economies and ease pres-
sure on consumers. In the
meantime, bright spots for
U.S. beef continue to
emerge in the Western
Hemisphere, led by strong
demand in Mexico.”

Lamb exports lower
overall

September exports of
U.S. lamb totaled 245 mit,
down 9% from a year ago,
while exportvalue fell 11%
to $1.17 million. Exports
trended higher to the Ca-
ribbean, including in-

creases to Trinidad and
Tobago, the Bahamas, the
Dominican Republic and
the Leeward-Windward
Islands, but were lower to
Mexico and Canada. For
January through Septem-
ber, lamb exports were
down 5% to 1,872 mt, val-
ued at $9.5 million (down
10%).

A detailed summary of
the January-September
exportresults for U.S. beef,
pork and lamb, including
market-specific highlights,
is available from the
USMEF website, usmef.
org. — USMEF

VAN NEWKlRK U

EREF.RDS Tesa !

s_l T

l'

n_‘

-250 BuLLs

50 COMMIHEREFORD HEIEERS

RightioffiVaniNewkirk Replucements

Fi BAD -HEIFERS , ll

STORY SHORTS

USDA expands migratory big game pilot

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
announced it is expanding its partnership to support the
conservation of private working lands and big game
populations to include Idaho and Montana. Producers in
Idaho, Montana and Wyoming can apply for conservation
programs through NRCS and the Farm Service Agency for
conservation programs offered for grasslands, shrublands
and forested lands for the new Migratory Big Game Initia-
tive. “This opportunity is available statewide, but priority
areas of Carbon, Hot Springs, Lincoln, Park, Sublette,
Sweetwater, Fremont and Teton counties, which were
developed in coordination with state wildlife agencies,
will be given preference,” the release stated. The program
builds on the success of the Wyoming pilot program an-
nounced in May 2022 and compliments other ongoing
conservation efforts, such as those conducted under the
Working Lands for Wildlife. Interested producers should
contact the NRCS at their local USDA Service Center.

Input sought for local meat grants

USDA has published a draft programmatic environ-
mental assessment (PEA) for the Local Meat Capacity
Grants program to analyze the potential environmental
impacts associated with the establishment of the program.
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) has pre-
liminarily determined there is not a significantimpact on
the human environment and, as a result, has begun pre-
paring an environmental impact statement. USDA said,
“AMS intends for this PEA to establish a framework that
will make any future assessments more efficient by plac-
ing project- speciﬁc actions that may need more analysis
into priority tiers” In April, AMS announced it was accept-
ing applications for the Local Meat Capacity Grants pro-
gram for funding up to $75 million to support indepen-
dently owned meat and poultry processing businesses to
provide additional and more efficient processing options
for local livestock producers.

Grant awards for local food systems

USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service announced it
awarded $32 million in grants to expand and strengthen
local and regional food systems and increase the avail-
ability of locally grown agricultural products. The grants
will be distributed through the Local Agriculture Market
Program’s Farmers Market and Local Food Promotion
Programs (FMLFPP) and the Regional Food System Part-
nerships (RFSP) grant program. “These grant programs
supportlocal and regional food producers by broadening
marketing opportunities, such as farmers markets, local
food hubs, and farm-to-institution programs,” said USDA
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs
Jenny Lester Moffitt. “Not only do these channels provide
consistent and profitable revenue streams to farmers, they
also increase consumer access to fresh, locally sourced
foods across the nation” Over 80 grants were awarded
through FMLFPP to support producer-to-consumer
markets and local and regional food businesses that en-
gage asintermediaries in indirect producer-to-consumer
marketing. Through RFSP, funds will support 10 partner-
ships to increase locally sourced food in institutions such
as cafeterias, schools, hospitals and governments.

BLM placed 8,045 wild horses in FY 2023

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced
the agency and its partners helped place 8,045 wild
horses and burros into newhomesin fiscal year (FY) 2023.
Of the wild horses and burros placed, 6,220 animals were
adopted, 1,798 were sold and 27 were transferred to other
government agencies, making it the second-highestnum-
ber of animals placed into new homes in over 25 years.
Over one-third of the animals adopted were adopted
through the BLM’s Adoption Incentive Program, which
offers $1,000 to the adopter one year after the titling of a
wild horse or burro.

$153M in America the Beautiful grants

The Biden administration has joined with private and
public sector partners, including the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, to announce over $153 million in
grant funding for conservation projects through the
America the Beautiful Challenge. The 74 grants an-
nounced were made possible through the administration’s
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, other federal conservation
programs and private sources for a total of $153 million.
The grants will enable Tribes, states and other grantees to
encourage the development of landscape-level projects
that benefit wildlife and conservation to disadvantaged
communities. The Department of the Interior (DOI) said
approximately 40% of the grants will be awarded to Tribes
for projects that incorporate Indigenous knowledge in
planning and implementation. “Nature is essential to the
health, well-being and prosperity of every community in
America,’ said DOI Secretary Deb Haaland. “Through the
President’s Investing in America agenda, we have the
historic opportunity to invest in locally led, collaborative
efforts that can help combat the impacts of climate change,
advance environmental justice, and safeguard the lands
and waterswe alllove” A complete list of 2023 grants made
through the America the Beautiful Challenge can be found
at tinyurl.com/39fd9jh4.




An executive for Deere &
Co. and one from a venture
capital firm each pitched
using the farm bill to help
more farmers purchase and
subscribe to precision agri-
cultural tools during a hear-
ing on artificial intelligence
(AI) in agriculture.

The U.S. Senate Agricul-
ture Committee held ahear-
ing Nov. 14 looking at the
opportunities and risks for
farmers and food security
from the rapid acceleration
of Al in agriculture.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow
(D-MI), chairwoman of the
committee, opened the
hearing by saying, “Ameri-
can agriculture has always
been at the forefront of in-
novation, and artificial intel-
ligence has the potential to
revolutionize the way we
grow, harvestand distribute
our crops.” She added, “In
this rapidly evolving land-
scape, it is imperative that
we strike a balance between
harnessing the benefits Al
offers while addressing the
concerns it raises, such as
data privacy, workforce im-
plications and equitable ac-
cess to technological ad-
vancements.”

After afewmore sentenc-
es, Stabenow said her entire
statement up to that point
was generated by Al “This
just shows us how real this
technology and its implica-
tions can be,” she said.

While praising the poten-
tial, Stabenow also cau-
tioned against “placing vast
amounts of data in the
hands of a few private com-
panies,” saying it could ac-
celerate consolidation in
agriculture, harm minority
farmers or small farmers
and that high costs could
put precision technology
“out of reach for everyone
except the largest opera-
tions”

Sen. John Boozman (R-
AR), the committee’s rank-
ingmembery, highlighted the
“tremendous opportuni-
ties” from Al technology
ranging from monitoring
livestock for diseases to pre-
cision agriculture, such as
targeted fertilizer and pesti-
cide application, as well as
inspecting systems to iden-
tify sources ofleaksin irriga-
tion equipment.

“AI has the potential to
dramatically increase effi-
ciency and minimize waste,
resultingin improved yields
and profitability,” he said.

Still, Boozman also point-
ed out potential risks. He

said newregulations maybe
needed to protect consum-
ers, “especially when it
comes to the use of applica-
tions that handle sensitive
data’”

Other senators alsoraised
separate concerns about
how Al will affect farm labor
and the overall workforce in
agriculture. Another chal-
lenge is ensuring there is
broadband access in rural
America to allow these new
technologies to work.

Al accelerationinag

Mason Earles, an assis-
tant professor at the Al In-
stitute for Next Generation
Food Systems, University of
California-Davis, said ad-
vances in Al are accelerat-
ing quickly. Talking about
software development, he
said it is a lot faster to go
from concept to product
now than justfiveyears ago.
For example, today it might
only take a single day to
develop a model that high-
lights the differences be-
tween beneficial versus
destructive moths, Earle
said. Five years ago, a group
of software developers
would have taken signifi-
cantly longer to develop
such a tool.

“What that ends up
meaning is we get more
products to market faster
for agricultural Al startups
and industry,” Earles said,
though he added that AI
still requires data and hu-
man supervision.

Agricultural experts are
stillneeded to connectwith
the software developers, for
instance.

“Even in the last week or
two weeks, we've seen a
huge change in how hu-
mans and AI communi-
cate,” Earles said.

Earles said he opened an
app and offered a scenario
of an Iowa farmer who
found a small worm infest-
ing a soybean field. AI im-
mediately came back with
five options, but the app
also asked if an image was
available. “This is just like
talking to a person, right?”
he said. “So, I showed an
image of what I know to be
this type of worm and it
correctly identified this
type of worm.”

Earles then suggested Al
had the ability to become
“Al advisors” to farmers, but
the models still need to be
trained to give proper rec-
ommendations.

COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events information
to editorial@wij.net.)

Nov. 29-Dec. 1 - Attendee
registration and the hotel room
block for the 2023 California
Cattlemen’s Association/California
CattleWomen Convention in
Sparks, NV, is now open. Details:
calcattlemen.org/convention2023.
Nov. 29-Dec. 1- The 53rd Annual
American Gelbvieh Association
Convention will take place at the
Omaha Marriott Downtown at the
Capitol District in Omaha, NE.
Register today to reserve early bird
pricing at gelbvieh.org. More info,
call 303-465-2333 or email info@
gelbvieh.org.

Dec. 13-14 —-The 28th Range Beef
Cow Symposium will take place at
The Ranch in Loveland, CO. There
also will be a pre-symposium Beef
Quiality Assurance training on Dec.

12. Early registration closes Nov. 25.
To register, visit tinyurl.
com/4ky7xp8m or contact RyanD.
Rhoades at 970-217-0239 or ryan.
rhoades@colostate.edu.

Jan. 10-13 - Registration is now
openforthe 2024 American Sheep
Industry Association Annual
Convention at the Sheraton Denver
Downtown Hotel in Denver, CO.
Early bird rates apply through Dec.
8 and all online registrations must
be completed by Dec. 18. Details:
tinyurl.com/33x26zdm.

Jan. 21-Feb. 2, 2024 — Mark your
calendars for the 2024 Cattle
Industry Convention & National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association Trade
Show, which is heading to the
Orange County Convention Center
in Orlando, FL. Additional
information is available at
convention.ncba.org.
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Deere “see and
spray”

Jahmy Hindman, senior
vice president and chief
technology officer for Deere
& Co., said Deere currently
connects more than 650,000
machines globallyusing cel-
lular networks. That allows
data collected during plant-
ingand harvestingtobe sent
to cloud storage for analysis.

Hindman and others in-
dicated some of the chal-
lenges right now remain
connectivity problems in
rural America including in
the field.

Hindman also talked
about Deere’s “see and
spray technology” that uses
cameras to scan for weeds
using artificial intelligence
and spray only where need-
ed. The technology has
been used in roughly
275,000 acres of corn, soy-
beans and cotton to reduce
2 million gallons of herbi-
cide use.

“But reducing herbicide
use is just the start of Al's
potential in agriculture,”
Hindman said, pointing to
other technologies such as
autonomous tillage.

Pitching for farm bill
funding

Hindman then called on
Congress to include pro-
posals in the farm bill such
as the Precision Ag Loan
Act and the Producing Re-

sponsible Energy and Con-
servation Incentives and
Solutions for the Environ-
ment Act. Both bills would
open up USDA’s loan pro-
grams and conservation
cost-share programs to al-
low more farmers to buy
precision farming equip-
ment.

“U.S. farmers would ben-
efit greatly from incentives
to help them acquire the
precision technology need-
ed to do their jobs more
efficiently and sustainabil-
ity,” Hindman said.

Multiple senators refer-
enced the two different bills
and need to consider add-
ing them to the farm bill.

Sanjeev Krishnan, chief
investment officer for S2G
Ventures in Chicago, said
federal funding is needed
to help scale these tech-
nologies in precision agri-
culture. Such funding
would help “de-risk” the
scaling of new technolo-
gies, “but also create lon-
ger-term decision-making
focused on soil health and
sustainability,” Krishnan
said. “So, I think it’s a really
important area for public
policy to get involved in to
give farmers not just the
tools, but the financing to
increase yield per acre and
profit per acre”

Looking at outside in-
vestment in agriculture,
Krishnan said venture cap-
ital in agricultural technol-
ogy has drawn more inter-
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est but still lags behind
other industries. That in-
vestment has gone from
less than $1 billion adecade
ago to peaking atabout $12
billion a year, but right now
is closer to $6 billion year-
to-date. Agriculture re-
mains a small slice of the
venture capital space. Only
about 3% of venture capital
is invested in “ag tech,” he
said.

Privacy protection

Todd Janzen, an attorney

in Indiana, also is an ad-
ministrator for the Ag Data
Transparent Organization,
a group that certifies com-
panies that are transparent
about how they collect and
use farmers’ data. Janzen
pointed to various tools
farmers already use and the
data collected from farmers
inthe process. Janzen noted
farmers are sensitive about
sharing their data, “and they
have a good reason to be
so”
Farmers lack trust in the
cloud-based platforms and
have privacy concerns
about their proprietary da-
ta. A lot of agreements also
are “overly complex,” mak-
ing it difficult for farmers to
understand the kind of data
they must share. Farmers
should know when they
sign up for Al platforms if
their information is going to
be used to train the Al plat-
form and what is in it for
farmers.

“Farming is their liveli-
hood so I think they have a
reason to be skeptical of just
turning over all of this infor-
mation about their liveli-
hoods over to third parties,’
Janzen said.

Jose-Maria Griffiths,
president of Dakota State
University in Madison, SD,
emphasized some of the
risks of artificial intelligence
still come down to a set of
algorithms that are subject
to hacking and cybersecu-
rity attacks. She talked
about Ukrainian farmers’
tractors basically becoming
frozen in place right before
Russia launched its attack
on Ukraine nearly three
years ago as one example.
The tractors’ systems had
been attacked.

As Al evolves, that data
spreads across the sector,
Griffiths said. That also in-
creases the “threat land-
scape” as networks develop
more points where the sys-
tem can be attacked, she
said. More work is needed
to protect agricultural data
through tools such as en-
cryption, she said. That
goes beyond machinery to
the seeds, their treatments
and inputs for seeds, she
said.

“You can’t separate any
new technology these days
from cybersecurity,”
Griffiths said. “The two
have to go together” —
Chris Clayton, DTN ag
policy editor

OUR BULLS DON'T MELT LIKE T%fer

BRED FOR LONGEVITY

Our bulls are developed slowly at a high elevation in rugged terrain
which yields bulls with longevity, strong legs and solid feet.

22 | 76 | 130 46 5 | 12 [ 54|08 08 _5___
HTCONTINUTY2037 ~ ~ HTPROFOUND2023 ~HTCOWMAN:
AAA 20412543 . AAAZO&UT;ﬁ& - AAA 20412728

HOLLOW ToP

DOCILE & PAP TESTED
COMING 2-YEAR-OLD BULLS AND BRED FEMALES

RANCH MANAGER: Clay Clarke 406-223-5078
OWNER: Porter Bennett 303-513-9058
RANCH OFFICE: 406-552-0491

@] ﬂ @hollowtopangus

www.hollowtopangus.com

PRODUCTION SALE |
Potomber 2 2023

1PM MST at Montana Livestock Auction, Ramsay, MT
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MARI{ET NEWS WLJ compilesiits market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.
MARKET AT A GLANCE This Week:11/16/2023  Week Ago Year Ago BEEEREPORT: Weekly/CompositelBoxed Beef
P WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED
Choice Fed Steers 178.18 180.81 N 3 ) . 3 .
152.02 ENDING Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price
CME Feeder Index 228.76 237.01 175.39 Novemberl) 6,306 29675 192 332.38 1117 30516 1901 29826 776 27254 2321 25751
Boxed Beef Average 294.72 299.42 257.10 November 3 7059 29984 204 33764 1198 30851 2052 30194 932 27775 2673 25808
Average Dressed Steers 281.97 286.65 241.94 October27 6,975 30100 185 34142 1295 30963 1981 30338 812 28103 2,703 260.88
Live Slauahter Weight 1379 1381 : October 20 6698 29862 230 33770 1234 30606 1993 29998 815 27711 2426 26191
ive Slaughter Weight* 1,384
Weekly Sl ht 61 000 63 000 ; Cutouts e— )
ee aughter** , s 71
kI f 671,000 DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 0% LEAN 90% LEAN
W ion™* . .
leekly Beef Production 514.2 525.0 558.2 Nov16 20472 %6765 2198 N/A 97393
Hide/Offal Value 18.74 12.65 14.86 Nov15 296.33 26785 22170 6331 284.28
Corn Price 475 A 468 6.68 Nov 4 29567 26788 2697 6243 N/A
A bt ) . “Total dauahter ) \ “Estimated date ioure il it ) ) Nov 13 29785 269.24 22630 66.04 28300
\verage weignt tor previous week. ota Slaug ter for previous week. stimate vear—to— ate Igure In million pounas Tor previous week. NOV1O 30046 2674_2 @9 6763 2_8787
CATTLEFUTURES: CME Live|Cattle elected|? D eeder;pricesiforisteers & heifers reflect mediumand large
/10 NM/13  1/14 1/15 11/16  High® Low* EE ing November 16,20 S QL I s Il LUl
Dec. 17418 17493 17585 17778 17475 19183 15388
Feb 17465 17525 17688 17878 17533 19633 15310 | |DATE SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
: 200-3001b. -4001b. | 400-5001b. - . 700 Ib. - . .-
Apr. 17693 17745 17880 18048 17710 19975 16853 | |MARKET 00-3001b. | 300-400Ib. 00-5001b. | 500-600Ib. 600-7001b. 700-8001b 8001b. -up SLAUGHTERBULLS | REPLACEMENTS
Jun. 17203 17250 17373 17503 17220 18270 17203 | |November10 A 260-295 240-305 220-288 205-258 195-224 190-217 82-97
Blackfoot, ID 240-278 215-275 195-249 190-231 190-222 185-216 93-108
CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder Cattle Novemberd 075 357375 120-374 214-303 2247525550 82-96
/10 1/13 11/14 1/15 11/16  High*  Low" | |Burley,ID 258 252-265 240-252 204 102-105
Nov. 22973 23073 23005 22943 22938 26813 18755 | [Noreportavailable
Jan. 2615 20830 20900 23090 22750 26833 22750 ﬁmmettt;g% 215-218 190-261 190-258 186-253 154-202 155-199 88115
: 22863 23008 23138 23350 23010 25723 lovember - - - - - - -
XIa: 5033 03365 25098 2330 23370 24613 ggggg |Eugene, OR 1o 170-228 160-210 165-208 143-190 10137 100-111 590-1485
ApL. : : November13 L2 300-340 275339 270-298 240-261 205-227 90-116 =
| Highandlow figures are for the lifeof thecontract. | |Madras,0R : 275-300 275322 167-265 203-229 10-129 S
Noreportavailabl
FED CATTLE TRADE Head Count | Avg:Weight (" Avg.Price V;’,:?,‘; avalable
Noreportavailable
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davsrpoet WA
Live FOB Steer 531 1456 17818 berd 2100 280° 300-310° 202.50-264° 180-210° 86-117
Live FOB Heifer 788 1359 17784 Toppenish, WA ' 232-245" 205-220" 170-180° 1M1-128.50 1260-1400
Dressed Del Steer 5432 985 28197
Dressed Del Heifer 122 847 28200 Novemberd . 220-310 200-271 190-245 180-220 170-205 100-116 1700-2,800
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK Orland, CA : 200-282 180-244 170-226 160-209 95-134 1700-2,950
- November15 N/A 75-100
Live FOB Steer 1,785 1490 180.81 Escalon, CA 90-135
Live FOB Heifer 1,509 1337 18145 November6 05 250-300 250-302 250-275 220-250 190-213 100-140
Dressed Del Steer 1517 949 28665 Famoso,CA 180-210 185-247 185-220 180-210 175-181 110-133
Dressed Del Heifer 942 848 28758 Noreportavailable
SAME PERIODLAST YEAR ga“’ c?)e 1 250-295 245-289 235-270 227-245 180-200 170190 94120
: ovember - - - - - - o
'[!VE Egg Elt":fr 1%‘1239 11'512 1152% Turlock, CA 998 220-261 214-241 207-233 167-208 170-190 160-185 108132
ve eiter ) 300 4. November7 sy | 305400 310-430 280-370 24030250 | 225-25250 180-234 159-221 7955104
Dressed Del Steer 5,366 976 24194 Salina, UT : 285-335 280-385 255-305 21527750 | 2025024250 | 17225213 | 120509575 11350-167
Dressed Del Heifer 1476 867 24152
; November13 250-355 260-330 | 24250-30050 |  237-285 223-258 202.50-238 76-122
NATIONALWEEKLY|FED/BEEF SLAUGHTERVOLUME: NOVEMBER! 12 ove 8,544 o o g o e 225 258 o ez
Domestic Imported November14 5795 34050-38250 | 29750-34750 262-321 251-27350 69-98
Forward Contract 26,450 3621 Miles City, MT : 330 280-320 263-307 221-281 a7 196.50-211 91112550 12001275
Formula 252,782 1,708 November15 2870 202 317-338 265-332 251-267 | 25450-26650 | 237.50-246
Negotiated Cash 77547 1,075 Bassett, NE ’ 277 261-274 251-26750 220-251 194-223.25
Negotiated Grid 50,376 2,684 NovemberT1 2139 330-341 282-336 277-314 24950-285 256
Packer Owned 11,853 N/A Ericson,NE ’ 294-315 253-292 240-261.50 227-253 202 o
Total 419,008 9,088 Noreportavailable =
> ' ________! |imperia,NE =
SUAUGHTERFORWARD.CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALES Noreportavailable =
n Kearney, NE
ﬁel“'ﬁgsm"th 45975 Neg. Sa:es 0'21ddays 1855 | INovember10 ot 9 20330 256-311 20025950 | 24925025 =
ov. | s Neg. Sales 2+ days 798 | |Lexington,NE ’ 278-281 24550276 | 230-25850 |  220-240 220 =
Dec. 23 126,924 Formula sales 3616 | [November9 500 37390 | 31036750 | 260920 | 23650264 | 23750240
Jan. 24 108,242 Forward contract sales 36 Ogallala,NE ' 26250-328 | 26050-283 | 23650270 219-235 220.50-231 202-22050
Feb. '24 85,552 Domestic sales 5754 November9 3505 316-327.50 317-341 275-317 251-272 23950
Mar. '24 111,529 NAFTA Exports 114 Valentine, NE ’ 274-295 267-276 254-270 246
November10 . 333-349 200-24250 | 25929750 | 24675-26875 |  248-259 233.75-24575
CANADIANILIVESTOCKPRICES & FEDERALINSPECTED/SUAUGHTERIFIGURES | [TISXES) ’ 246-297 254-291 231.50-281.50 219-239 223 210-220.25
) . . Weekl November8 365-380 306-377 272-318 260-278 232-238 221-229
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price  Change | [Tomingtonwy ™ 299-320 269-314 249-273 231-240 225 190-219
Slaughter Steers,mosty Choice & Select 13, 1300-1500bs__| N/A_| /A November10 307-344 286-332.50 229-290 212-235 192-210 75-106 1325-2,275
i i . - jovember = - . - - - - K -2,
glal;ght.er :e'fetr?’ mostly Ghalce & Select -3, 1200-1400ks | N/A | NiA Willcox, AZ 198 | 9025750 224-259 213-244 192-215 156-188.50 90-120 1100-1300
ntario Auctions November13 voga7| 39250-355 340-365 299-345 3750313 | 21750274 2065240 169-230 61150 750-2,950
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs 17110 +0.23 Colorado ’ 301 279-300 261-297.50 22250-266 207.50-248 199-226 165-210 69-150 825-2,825
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 Ibs N/A N/A November11 1799 1,825-2,550
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 84.12 -4.03 LaJunta,CO ’ 1060-2,825
*Price comparison from one week ago. Noreportavailable
= = z Loma,CO
Average feedericattle prices(CND) forweekiending Friday, November;3,2023 | N rommmrsmr: ba71 | 3225033 | 27250321 273316 246-285 220-257 225.25-232 210-229 81110 2100
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario DodgeCity,KS ! 27750 267.50-300 240-296 220-257 203-245 201-21 176-210 81-120 1100-1975
501-600 Ibs 279.25 28191 263.06 November16 2000 280 299 219-22550 210-23725 | 20550-235
601700 Ibs 258.05 260.27 243.80 Pratt,KS : 236-251 217-234 21050-212.50 200-21 198-20050
701-800 |bs 244.89 246.32 22757 November9 2661 314 251-274 243-260 218-259 205-230 210-236
801-900 Ibs 29846 29838 20057 Salina,KS ! 241-254 226-258 206-247 205-238 208-217.25 190-212
Heifers: November16 2o 285-332 245290 224.50-269 205-240 162-222 102-220
g Clovis,NM ! 241-292 244-312 222-211 210-244 200-229.50 184-219.50 176
401-500 Ibs 260.21 255.20 21763 N —
=01-600 b 53008 3 ST67 er1s 0352 350 325-370 290-350 245325 224-280 224-233 209-241
- S - : : ElReno, 0K " 265-310 22750-285 213-20750 204-252 209-225 170-214
601-700 lbs 22665 424 20341 November15 299-337 279325 255-292 224-285 203-235 183 74101 1125-2,050
-800 Ibs 21877 215.96 176.83 - 2,680 v
L__701800bs | 21877 | 21596 | 17683 | |mcAlester,0K 248-276 232-318 223-256 196-236 176194 150171 94112 10251750
USDAMEXICOT0UISTWEEKLY.LIVESTOCKIMPORTS November14 9169 362 319-375 270-360 245319 210260 | 20250-23350 | 166-224
< OklahomaGity, 0K 307 233-301 219-283 206-259 201-232 192-222 156,50-205
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume. , November10 | 2030 266325 234300 227250 200241 191-200 747100
Species Current Previous Current Previous Cuero, TX ’ 204-300 217-295 204-280 200-244 186-230 173-195 90-129
Week Week Year-to-date  Year-to-date | fngyemberto g | 232400 310325 240-310 235-285 218-239 206-219 200210 70-107.50
1/6/23 10/30/23 Dalhart, TX ’ 236 241-295 215-300 205-251 21050-229 185-214 189-195 101-124
Feeders 29,883 33,356 1,026,479 682,027 November9 1290 287-293 260-274 239-242 235-239 89-107 1475
SanAngelo, TX ’ 24750-254 222-225 221-229 193-199 105-130
USDAWEEKLY.IMPORTED/FEEDERICATITLE November9 158 300 25150-303 242-262 224-249 191232 220 85-95
Tulia, TX i 217 237-256 215-229 203-219 191-194 100-110
November 16, 2023
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary November13 13722 252-295 240-290 220-265 200-250 190-232.50 77-107 700-2,300
Receints EST: 9.4 Week Ago Act: 9.7 Year Ado Act: 7 Alabama ' 208-237 193-242.50 192-225 187-216 182-200 180 88-124 640-1650
ecelpts EST: 9,400 eck Ago Act: $,750 ear Ago Act: 7,950 November14 ow | 242265 262-320° 238-279° 231-254° 230-240° 204-229° 130-198° 84-114 975,300
Columbus, NM Santa Teresa, NM Lexington, KY i 190-217.50° 190-222° 190-226° 186-227* 169-220° 158-217.75" 126-150" 106-134
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and Compared to last week, steer calves and | |November13 7,443 300-330 280-312.50 256-286 232-263 236.50-24550 | 203.50-236
yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. Trade yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. | Joplin, MO 265-275 245-265 223-247 216-231 216 209-20975
and demand moderate. Supply consisted of Trade and demand moderate. Supply November13 8724 205-305 210-310 205-290 194-276* 187-260 170-241" 145-227* 70.50-113 1,275-2,225
steers and spayed heifers weighing 300-600 consisted of steers and spayed heifers Tennessee ! 170-285" 175-275" 162.50-260" 144-251.50" 126-230 135-209 93-195* 771133 540-1575
los. weighing 300-600 Ibs. November13 1922 165-261 191-271 185-279 160-246 162.50-220 | 1175022450
Virginia i 161-219 122.50-219 155-223 125-202 146-189 120-181

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2  Feeder heifers: Medium and large 182

GCANADA
300-400bs 220-230 300-400bs 220-230 November13 ) 420-468 394-437 365-414 347-372
400-500 Ibs 210-220 400-500 Ibs 210-220 Lethbridge, Alberta 385-415 360-382 327-343 1850-4,000
500-600 Ibs 200-210 500-600 Ibs 200-210

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJ partner!
300-400 Ibs 260-270 300-400 Ibs 260-270

400-500 Ibs 240-250 400-500 Ibs 240-250 At no cost to you, we’'ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your
500-600 Ibs 220-230 500-600 Ibs 220-230 customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.)
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Figure 1. Stocker Steer Prices, Fall 2023
QOklahoma Auctions, M/L #1, S/cwt.
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MARKETS

(frompage 1)

» Forward contract net
purchases: $174.97.

o Negotiated grid net
purchases: $189.12.

On a dressed basis:

o Negotiated purchases:
$285.54.

o Formula net purchases:
$297.05.

« Forward contract net
purchases: $284.97.

o Negotiated grid net
purchases: $297.90.

Slaughter through
Thursday totaled 495,000
head, a couple thousand
head more than a week ear-
lier. Total slaughter for a
week earlier is projected at
618,000 head. Actual
slaughter for the week end-
ing Nov. 4 was 636,337
head. The average steer
dressed weight was 927
Ibs., 1 Ib. below the prior
week.

Boxed beef prices were
lower over the week. The
Choice cutoutlost about $5
to close at $294.72, and the
Select cutout lost about $2
to close at $267.65.

“All of the slaughter vol-
umes are well below the
prior year by 5-6% yet box
prices have struggled for a
foundation troubled by de-
clines in beef exports and
increases in beef imports,”
the Cattle Report wrote on
Thursday.

Feeder cattle

Feeder cattle futures
followed the path of live
cattle futures, trading
higher over the week but

Feeders sell lower in the country

futures actlike anotherleak
of the report.”

Corn futures closed high-
er, with the December con-
tract up a few pennies to
$4.74 and the March con-
tract up 11 cents to $4.93.

Kansas: Winter Live-
stock in Dodge City sold
2,162 head Wednesday.
Compared to the previous
auction, feeder steers 400-
950 Ibs. sold $6-10 lower.
Feeder heifers 400-925
Ibs. sold $4-8 lower.
Benchmark steers averag-
ing 773 Ibs. sold between
$225.25-232, averaging
$227.88.

Missouri: Joplin Region-
al Stockyards sold 8,000
head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier,
feeder steers sold $5-10
lower with feeder heifers
$7-12lower at the mid-ses-
sion. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 765 lbs. sold for
$243.

Nebraska: Tri-State Live-
stockin McCooksold 1,910
head on Monday. Com-
pared to the last auction,
steers sold $10-20 lower
and heifers were $12-24
lower. A group of steers av-
eraging 700 lbs. sold for
$214.

New Mexico: Roswell
Livestock Auction in Ro-
swell sold 1,264 head on
Tuesday. Compared to a
week earlier, steer calves
300-4001bs. sold $5-8 high-
er, 400-500 lbs. sold steady
to $8 higher and 500-600
Ibs. sold $2-7 higher. Heifer
calves 300-350 Ibs. were $2
higher, 350-400 lbs. sold
$10lower, 400-5001bs. were
$1-5 higher and 500-600

Ibs. sold sharply lower.
Feeder heifers 600-650 lbs.
were $10 higher.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma
National Stockyards in
Oklahoma City sold 8,750
head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier,
feeder steers and heifers
were very lightly tested. A
fewfeeder steers sold $5-10
lower, and a few feeder heif-
ers sold $8-12 lower. Light-
er weight long-weaned
calves suitable for wheat
sold $10-15 higher, and
heavier weight and un-
weaned or short-weaned
calves sold $4-8 lower.

South Dakota: Sioux
Falls Regional Cattle Auc-
tion in Worthing sold 3,987
head on Monday. Com-
pared to the last auction,
light steers 550 lbs. were
steady and 600-7501bs. sold
$11 lower. Yearling steers
850 lbs. were steady, and
950 Ibs. sold $8 lower. Light
heifers 500-550 lbs. sold
$4-8 higher, 600 lbs. sold
steady and 650-750 lbs.
were $10-12lower. Yearling
heifers 800 lbs. traded $8
lower, and 850 lbs. were
steady. Benchmark steers
averaging 730 lbs. sold be-
tween $216-239, averaging
$225.29.

Wyoming: Torrington
Livestock in Torrington
sold 6,110head on Wednes-
day. Compared to the pre-
vious sale, steer calves
traded steady and heifer
calves traded $2-5 lower.
Benchmark steers averag-
ing 783 1bs. sold from $232-
238, averaging $233.68. —
Anna Miller, WLJ manag-
ing editor

experiencing losses on
Thursday. The November
contract gained 37 cents
to close at $229.37, and
the January contract
gained $2.58 to close at
$227.50

The CME Feeder Cattle
Index lost more than $8
to close at $228.76.

“The October place-
mentnumber is expected
to be 6% over last year’s
extremelylowplacement
number,” the Cattle Re-
portwrote of the upcom-
ing Cattle on Feed report.
“Any placement number
under 10% over last year
would be bullish given
the low 2022 October
placement number, but

@ YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock
producers, WLJ’s Youth
Opportunities calendar lists
internship and scholarship
information for agricultural-
and livestock-focused
students, listed by application
deadline. If you have an
internship or scholarship to
announce, please email it to
editorial@wlj.net.)

Dec. 1 - Angus/Talon Youth
Educational Learning Program
studentinternapplications are
due Dec. 1. Details: bit.ly/
AngusFoundationTalonProgram
or JBoester@Angus.org.

Dec. 1- The American Angus

Association has five internship
positions for the summer of
2024 inthefields of marketing,
publications, communications,
events and junior activities,
and Angus Genetics Inc.
Details: angus.org/careers.
Jan. 10 - Applications for the
AngusFoundation’sspotat the
Young Cattlemen’s
Conference (YCC) can be
found at tinyurl.
com/3etpBsdu. YCC is a
program developed for up-
and-coming cattle producers
who are interested in seeing
every part of the supply chain
from productionto marketing,
to Capitol Hill.

Cattle producers are tak-
ing advantage of the much
stronger cattle prices this
fall. In numerous meetings
this fall, producers have
indicated they are selling
the majority of steers and
heifers; in part to capital-
ize on higher prices, and
in some cases, because of
continuing drought and
pasture and hay limita-
tions which are making
additional sales necessary.

Reported national feed-
er cattle volumes (auc-
tion, direct and video/in-
ternet) are up 5.6% year
over year since Labor Day,
with the majority in Sep-
tember (contributing to
the large September feed-
lot placements). The total
volume in October was up
2.4% but was down year
overyear at the end of Oc-
tober and beginning of
November.

In Oklahoma, feeder
cattle auction volumes
have been down 13.7%
year over year this fall.
However, there are indica-
tions of another month of
large placements in the
next Cattle on Feed report.

Bigger feeder cattle (600
pounds and higher) pric-
es have fallen about 9-10%
since September, mostly
under the weight of the

BUYING
SELLING
TRADING
OFFERING

THEBULL PEN

Your BULL PEN ad will also be added to
the Classified Corral online, where we get
7,500 viewers a month. 3 weeks, $95 per

insertion -+ 6 weeks, $85 per insertion «
12 weeks, $75 per insertion for a 3.2"x 2”

boxed ad. Call 800-850-2769, email to
advertising@wlj.net or fax your copy to
303-722-0155.
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The cattle markets this fall and later

huge market correction in
feeder and live cattle fu-
tures. Despite the recent
decrease, prices for these
heavier feeder animals
are still 33-35% higher
compared to the same
time last year.

Stocker calf prices in
Oklahoma have contin-
ued to show strength this
fall (Figure 1), helped, no
doubt, by recentrains and
improved wheat pasture
prospects. Producers
looking to graze wheat are
expecting to have wheat
pasture, albeit later than
usual in many cases. The
latest Crop Progress re-
port pegs Oklahoma
wheat planting and emer-
gence just slightly behind
the average pace and rates
the crop at 49% good to
excellent. Stocker steer
prices in Oklahoma are
averaging 45-50% higher
year over year.

Strong feeder prices can
also impact live cattle im-
ports. Mexican feeder
cattle imports, which were
at the lowest level since
2008 last year, are up
sharply in 2023. The Janu-
ary-September total Mexi-
can cattle imports were up
45.9% year over year.
However, the current year-
to-date total is down 3.6%

from the 2017-21 average
for the first nine months of
the year. Imports of Cana-
dian feeder cattle are
down 24.6% for the year to
date from last year and are
down 35.7% from the
2017-21 average level.

Nationally, beef cow
slaughter is down 12.6%
year over year for the year
to date. However, the de-
crease has been smaller,
down just 8.4% year over
yearin thelast eight weeks.
The current pace of beef
cow slaughter suggests a
2023 herd culling rate of
12%, above the long-term
average rate of about 10%,
and indicates additional
herd liquidation.

Taken together, the feeder
marketings, feedlot
placements and slaughter
data all suggest that the
industry continues to
extract animals from the
system in a manner that
indicates continued
liquidation. Cattle numbers
generally will continue to
get tighter in 2024. When
heifer retention and herd
rebuilding begin, cattle
numbers will get
significantly tighter very
quickly. — Derrell S. Peel,
Oklahoma State University
Extension livestock
marketing specialist

+, CHAROLAIS -

/TN

CHAROLAIS

NP2

MORE POUNDS, MORE PROFIT.
Charolais genetics deliver more pounds at weaning,
with added red-meat yield and conversion. Contact
your AICA fieldman for assistance in finding Charolais
\ A==l // bulls, females, and to learn about CharAdvantage
feeder calf marketing premiums.

Visit www.charolaisusa.com to learn more.

Cody Beck
Southwest Representative
cbeck@charolaisusa.com
765-719-1622

AMERICAN-INTERNATIONAL CHAROLAIS ASSOCIATION
11700 NW PLAZA CIRCLE | KANSAS CITY, MO 64153

Clint Sexson
West Representative
clint.sexson@msn.com
541-609-0167

- WEEKLY SALE EVERY WEDNESDAY -

CLM REPRESENTATIVES

Jake Parnell
George Gookin
Rex Whittle.

Bowdy Griffen......

AUCTION MARKET

495 Stockton Blvd,, Galt, CA
e 209-745-1515
. 209-745-1582

www.clmgalt.com

Website/Market Report.
Web Broadcast......

WEDNES

Butcher Cows.......
Cow-Calf Pairs/Bred Cows.

Feeder Cattle ...

e WWW.IMaauctions.com

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

e :

LIVESTOCK MARKET

FALL FEEDER SALES
916-662-1298 NO SALE: NOVEMBER 22
+209-482-1648 HAPPY THANKSGIVING
..209-996-6994 NOVEMBER 29
.. 209-768-6522
DECEMBER 13

.. 916-208-7258

..707-484-3903
16-439-7761

SPECIAL COW SALE

10-685-4870 DECEMBER 6
75-901-3332 FEATURING 200 PAIRS
s 530-906-5713 AND 45 BRED COWS.

4 LOADS OF PAIRS - 3-5 YR OLD COWS -
FULLY VACCINATED

45 BRED COWS - BRED TO ANGUS
BULLS - DUE TO CALVE DEC. 20 - FEB. 1

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

DECEMBER 20
LAST SALE OF 2023

UPCOMING WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES
DECEMBER 5 - RENO, NV
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USMEF Conference concludes with elections, logistics update

HEREFORD BULL SALE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2023
Cheyenne, Wyoming

B STORMBREAKER 100K
WW Ratio 107 | YW Ratio 109 | REA Ratio 123 | MARB Ratio 112
NJW LONG HAUL HH ADVANCE BCC DOMINATOR
36E ET 8392F ET 829F
8 Sons Sell! 7 Sons Sell!
ol - He is Top 2% M  With only a 1.4 BW
P - Top 3% M&G  Top 4% WW & YW

* Calving Ease
* Super Baldy Maker

- Top 3% Teat
- Top 3% REA + Top 2% REA
- Top 19% MARB. + Top 6% MARB.

65 bulls entire crop tested for feed efficiency ultrasound scans BW
info available but pasture raised. Add value to your program with cost
efficient quality seedstock backed generations of superior genetics.

» Top 1% MILK

THE BERRY'S Lander Nicodemus

Jay and Janice Berry (307) 421-8141

HOME (307) 634-5178 3049 COUNTY RD. 225

CELL (307) 630-7944 CHEYENNE, WY 82009
jaberryherefords@msn-com 17 miles northeast of Cheyenne on US .85.
For sale videos go to: mLive stocK

WWW.WHERECOWMENBUYBULLS.COM Link.

The U.S. Meat Export
Federation (USMEF) Strategic
Planning Conference wrapped
upNov. 10in New Orleans, LA,
with the election of a new
officer team. Randy Spronk, a
porkand grain producer from
Edgerton, MN, is the new
USMEE chair.

A pastpresident of National
Pork Producers Council and
Minnesota Pork Producers
Association, Spronk is presi-
dentand managingpartner for
Spronk Brothers Holding,
whichincludes operations that
produce pork and feedgrains
along with feed milling and
delivery. Spronk s also part of
agroup of producers that pur-
chased aformer Hormel plant
and is marketing pork prod-
ucts under the label of Whole-
stone Foods.

“It'sphenomenal to see how
different organizations work
together through USMEF to
export U.S. beef, pork and
lambworldwide,” Spronksaid.
“We bring all the sectors to-
gether into one room and dis-
cuss trade. What are the ob-
stacles? What are the things
we've done right?”

Spronk has participated in
numerous trade missions, be-
ginningwith a 1999 journeyto
Japan with then-Minnesota
Gov. Jesse Ventura. He made
his first return to Japan this
year as part of a USMEF dele-
gation that also visited South
Korea. Spronk has also pro-
moted U.S. red meat products
inseveral Latin American mar-
kets while on trade missions
and during USMEF product
showcases in Colombia, Pan-
ama and the Dominican Re-
public. These experiences
have driven home the impor-
tance of marketdiversification,
ensuring that the U.S. meat
industry is not overly depen-
dent on a few major destina-

50+ Years Selling Quality Angus Bulls

Judith Gap, Montana

Mark 406-690-1546
Laurie 406-366-4041
Ray 406-351-9283

Maternal Performance
Angus Bulls
Plus Elite
3 year old Bred Cows
W and AI Bred Heifers

PRODUCTION SALE

with
Ray Gardner
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GauglerAngus.com
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tions.

Diversification, which
Spronk says is the key to maxi-
mizing export value, is one of
the “Three Ds” he emphasized
inhisaddressto USMEFmem-
bers: diversification of export
markets and differentiation of
high-quality U.S. red meat, to
expand global demand.

“Having multiple markets
will bring more value back to
our producers,” Spronk said.
“We also have to differentiate
whatwe doin the United States
from others so that we have
long-term growth in our mar-
kets. I think we have a strong
story to tell on sustainability
and itcan help differentiate us,
because ofhowresponsiblywe
produce our feed and live-
stock. It’s a story that nobody
elseintheworld canreplicate”

Spronk succeeds outgoing
USMEEF Chair Dean Meyer, a
corn, soybean and livestock
producer from Rock Rapids,
IA. Steve Hanson, a cattle
rancher from southwestern
Nebraskawhois also president
of the Nebraska Cattlemen,
will serve as USMEF chair-
elect in the coming year. The
vice chair is Jay Theiler, execu-
tive vice president of corporate
affairs for Agri Beef, based in
Boise, ID.

The newest USMEF officer
is Secretary/Treasurer David
Bruntz, a farmer and cattle
feeder from Friend, NE. Bruntz
farms with his brother and
nephew, raising corn and soy-
beansalongwith fed cattle. His
past leadership roles include
serving as chair of the Nebras-
kaCornBoard, president ofthe
Nebraska Cattlemen and Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Asso-
ciationregional vice president.
Bruntz has also served on the
USMEF Executive Commiittee,
representing the feedgrains
sector.

Friday’s closing business
session also included an up-
date on transportation and
logisticsissues thatimpactU.S.
pork, beef and lamb exports.
Mark Szakonyi, executive edi-
tor for the Journal of Com-
merce, reviewed the Federal
Maritime Commission’s

(FMC) progressinimplement-
ing the Ocean Shipping Re-
form Act. The legislation
passed in mid-2022 but the
FMC is still working through
keyrulemakings mandated by
Congress on detention and
demurrage billing practices
and the circumstances in
which ocean carriers may re-
fuse cargo. Szakonyi also pre-
viewed upcoming negotia-
tions on a new labor contract
for East and Gulf Coast long-
shoremen.

Greg Shimonek, director of
key accounts for Americold
Logistics, informed USMEF
members about the growing
number of options for moving
meat and other refrigerated
food products by rail. To date
these services have been lim-
ited to transportwithin the U.S.
market and to coastal ports for
export, but Americold iswork-
ingwith Canadian Pacific Kan-
sas City Railroad and regula-
tory officials to accommodate
directtransporttodestinations
in Mexico. This type of service
is of increasing interest to ex-
porters due to heightening
congestion at some U.S.-Mex-
ico border crossings.

Thursday’s activities includ-
ed meetings of USMEF’s
standing committees, where
USMEFinternational staffand
other speakers updated at-
tendees onissues of particular
interest to the pork, beef, ex-
porter and feedgrain and oil-
seed sectors. USMEF mem-
bers also toured the Port of
New Orleans and nearby cold
storage facilities operated by
Lineage Logistics.

Also on Thursday, USMEF
presented its Michael J.
Mansfield Award to former
ambassador to China and
longtime Iowa Gov. Terry
Branstad. Bill Westman, who
had a long career with the
USDA Foreign Agricultural
Service and later directed
international affairs for the
North American Meat
Institute, received the USMEF
Distinguished Service Award.
More details on these awards
are available from the USMEF
website, usmef.org. — USMEF

TSCRA lestifies on
unsecure border burdens

Texas & Southwestern
Cattle Raisers Association
(TSCRA)Director].R. Ramirez
recently testified before the
House Subcommittee on
Border Security and
Enforcement and the
Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism, Law
Enforcementand Intelligence
at a hearing titled “The Real
Costofan Open Border: How
Americans are Paying the
Price”

Ramirez, a fifth-generation
rancherinZapata County, TX,
provided a snapshot into the
financial challenges facing
ranchers along the Southern
border and highlighted his
own personal experiences.

“Damaged fences and
gates, high speed chases,
break-ins, stolen vehicles and
trespassing are daily occur-
rences,” Ramirez testified.
“Rancherslike me on the front
lines are bearing financial
burdens that are threatening
our ability to operate profit-
able businesses.”’

Ramirez reported more
than 30 documented cases of
breached fences or gates by a
vehicle in the last 12 months
with repairs ranging in cost
from $1,000-10,000 each. This
financial burden is amplified
when cattle escape into other
pastures or neighboring
ranches, leading to delays in
breeding, heightened risk for
disease outbreaks and diffi-
culty implementing grazing
management plans.

“We consistently deal with
droughts, inclementweather,
increased input costs and
ever-fluctuating cattle prices,’
Ramirez said. “Those factors
alone make ranching a costly
endeavor and challenging
livelihood, butwhen you add
in the cost resulting from the
current state of our border, it
is almost impossible to make
a profit”

Ramirez called on Congress
to dobetter forranchers, fam-
ilies and citizens paying the
price for an unsecure border.
— TSCRA
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Your cattle forage analysis results are in: Now what?

Harvested forages, like
hay, are a significant invest-
ment for cattle nutrition pro-
grams. The USDA currently
estimates hay to cost $209
per ton as of September, up
28.3% from 2011. These
prices can vary widely de-
pending on your location
and the demand for forage.

No matter your overall
costofbuying or bailing hay,
itis vital to geta grasp on the
quality of your forages to
know if your cattle are get-
ting what they need. Before
you start feeding forage, get
itsampled and then create a
balanced nutrition program.

“While it can seem like a
daunting task, understand-
ing a few key values can
make results analysis easier,”
said Chad Zehnder, Ph.D.,
cattle nutritionist with Pu-
rina Animal Nutrition.

Here are a few values to
pay attention to when you
getyour cattle forage analy-
sis back:

Dry matter (DM)

Dry matter is the simplest
measurement to under-
stand, and it is critical to
know. Analysis results
should always be viewed on
a DM basis to remove mois-
ture variation, especially
when comparing values be-
tween forage for cattle.

“Dry matter can tell you
quite abitabouthowforages
were harvested and how
they may transform during
storage,” said Zehnder.
“You'll also know your risk
for mold and yeast growth.”

Crude protein (CP)

Crude proteinisa calcula-
tion of nitrogen content
multiplied by 6.25. In most
cases, CP can be used to bal-
ance protein in cattle feed

rations.

“Stored cattle forage that
has undergone significant
heating is an exception. In
this instance, the analysis
should account for bound
protein or unavailable pro-
tein, defined as ADF-CP,
where ADFis acid detergent
fiber. This value is used to
report available crude pro-
tein, which can be used to
balance cattle feed rations
for protein,” said Zehnder.

Energy content

Values used to interpret
energy content are often
the most confusing. The
only real determination of
a feed’s energy value is
through feeding trials.
Therefore, a forage’s energy
is estimated based on mea-
surable values in a feed-
stuff.

“ADF and neutral deter-
gentfiber (NDF) are labora-
tory procedures used to
predict forage digestibility
and intake potential,” said
Zehnder. “Forage intake
potential decreases as for-
ages mature and NDF frac-
tions increase. Likewise,
cattle forage digestibility
decreases as ADF fractions
increase.”

ADF content is the best
laboratory measurement of
forage energyvalue. ADFis
used in prediction formulas
to calculate energy value
expressed as net energy
gain and net energy main-
tenance (NEm). These val-
ues can be used to balance
cattle feed rations for en-
ergy requirements.

“Relative feed value
(RFV)is often reported and
considers forage dry matter
digestibility and dry matter
intake,” said Zehnder. “RFV
isnotused to balance diets
but can be useful in com-

How corn stalk bales
can be a feed resource

When eating a salad, imag-
ine how it might taste if all
there was to eat were the
stems of the plant. Not very
appealing, right?

Similarly, cattle that are
offered corn stalk bales to eat
in place ofhay also often find
that to be less palatable, said
Phillip Lancaster, beef cattle
nutritionist for the Kansas
State (K-State) University
Beef Cattle Institute.

Speaking on a recent “Cat-
tle Chat” podcast, Lancaster
said there is an increase of
corn stalks being baled as a
feed resource this year be-
cause of the shortage of hay
and the decrease in pastures
available for fall grazing due
to a lack of moisture.

“Traditionally, grazing
cattle in the late fall on har-
vested corn fields can be an
option to extend the grazing
season because cattle can eat
the husks and leaves, which
have a decent nutritional
value,” Lancaster said. “How-
ever, this year farmers are
baling up the corn stalks after
they've harvested the crop,
which leaves only the stalks
that are lignified and indi-
gestible”

Hesaid thatwhen cattle are

offered a corn stalkbale, they
will consume the resource at
a higher proportion of stalks
than they would if they were
just grazing the field.

“Producers feeding those
bales will have quite a bit of
wastage unless they grind
them and add them to a
mixed ration,” Lancaster said.

For producerswhoneed to
use this as a feed resource,
Lancaster said they need to
supplement the cattle with
protein.

He added: “For cows going
into their third trimester this
winter, their maintenance
requirements are higher so
along with protein they will
also need to be supplement-
ed with energy as well”

Additionally, there is a po-
tential health concern with
bales that were made from a
failed corn crop when fed to
the cattle, Lancaster said.

“If nitrogen fertilizer was
put on the crop in the spring
and then it failed, the plant
may still be holding that ni-
trogen,” Lancaster said.

In that case, producers will
need to test the bales for ni-
trates, according to Lancaster.
—K-State Research and Ex-
tension

paring multiple lots of hay
or to get a basic idea of for-

age quality”

Minerals

Consider macromineral
content (Ca, P, K and Mg).
Concentrations can vary,
but knowing forage macro-
mineral content can help
estimate supplementation
requirements; for example,
if you've experienced win-
ter tetany in the past and
want to estimate magne-
sium supplementation
needs.

While macromineral
analysis can be helpful, mi-
cromineral analysis is more
expensive. It’s also difficult
to getarepresentative sam-
ple of microminerals be-
cause forage content varies
by field and season.

“That’s why providing
quality mineral year-round
isimportant, so you ensure
your cattle are receiving the
nutrients they need,” said
Zehnder.

Final thoughts

A good rule of thumb for
balancing a cowration is to
aim for the following daily
nutrition requirements for
a 1,400-pound cow during
the middle of pregnancy on
a dry matter basis:

¢ 231b. of DM.

¢7.1% CP.

¢ 0.44 Mcal/Ib. of NEm.

¢ 0.19% calcium.

« 0.15% phosphorus.

These values will need to
be adjusted based on a va-
riety of factors, including
animal age, stage of pro-
duction, current body con-
dition, animal size, envi-
ronment, etc.

“Well-interpreted results
can be used to fine-tune
cattle diets, meet cattle re-
quirements and optimize
performance. But don’tin-
terpretalone,’ saidZehnder.

Bring your feed supplier, approach can help deter- help you raise better for-
nutritionistand agronomist mine the best way to use ages in the future. — Puri-
to the table. A whole-farm your cattleforagetodayand na Animal Nutrition
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Industries

a

World’s Finest Hydraulic
Squeeze Chute

GUARANTEED

541-947-4444

Feeders - Calf Tables
Loading Chutes
Tubs * Alleys

o

Eagle Valley Ranch Dispersal

December 14, 2023 | Noon

Dillon Livestock Auction, Dillon, MT

1,700 Head Sell—Sitz Angus Influence
Will start calving the end of February

Quality Commercial Angus

350 Bred Heifers | 1,350 2-7 Year-0ld Cows
Heifers Al bred and cleaned up with low-birthweight Sitz Bulls

With Special Guest Consignors

Call Jim Sitz (406-925-9888) or Barry McCoy (406-660-1889)

DillonLivestockAuction.com
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Help
Wanted

Progressive, long time Angus
seedstock operation in SE Oregon
desert country seeks a motivated
employee to help with all aspects of
extensive ranch operation.

Competitive salary DOE plus
benefits.

Send resume by email: Classified@
wlj.net (Subject line: WLJ Box #920)
or mail to: Western Livestock
Journal, ATTN: Box #920, P.O. Box
370930, Denver, CO 80237-0930

Ranch Manager Position

Commercial Cow/Calf small
registered herd plus seasonal
yearling operation.

This is a hands on working
position.

This is not a buckaroo position.

Majority of work is done on ATV’s
not horses.

Must have good knowledge of
cattle operation.

Potential for on site housing.

Email Ron Gilliland for more
information

rongilliland7@gmail.com

GET TOP DOLLAR!!
Hansen Agri-PLACEMENT

RANCH OPERATIONS MGR (UT)..
FEEDYARD FOREMAN (NE)....
RANCH ASST MGR IN-TRAINING (CA)........ $ 75K+

Call Eric 308/382-7351

www.hansenagriplacement.com

Cattle

For Sale

Gerloff Land and Cattle LLC
Freedom, Oklahoma 488-7136

- 149 Al heifers bred to Tehama
Patriarch (minus 1.7 EPD BW)

50 black baldey pasture bred
Jorgenson Land and Cattle (long
breds)

244 Angus heifers (long breds) to
Jorgenson Land and Cattle bulls
(Rito and EXT)

17 Angus heifers, black baldeys
short breds Jorgenson Land and
Cattle bulls (Rito and EXT)

*49 day calving period*
853 Northern Heifers bought, L.D.
Barker D.V.M. did “Reproductive
Analysis” (80# birth wt)
264 heifers culled and sent to
feedlot
On Arrival all heifers were P.I.

tested and complete vaccination
protocol of L.D. Barker

Contact L.D. Barker D.V.M. @
405-620-2008
Chance Gerloff V.P. Gerloff Land
& Cattle 405-488-7136

Gary Gerloff President Gerloff
Land & Cattle 580-383-0231

60 Red Angus x Charolais heifers
one iron Montana bred Al bred to
fullblood Wagyu bull.

Start calving around February 14.
Also 16 more bred to Wagyu X bull.

Located at Broken Box Ranch,
Williams CA

Call Jerry 530 681 5046

3rd generation Family Cattle
Ranch looking for investor
partner on purchasing 100 HD of
cows, Southern Oregon

soregoncattleranch@gmail.com

Thick and gentle Polled Hereford
bulls offered by long time breeder.
DNA testing and EPD’s available.

Johnson Polled Herefords

Since 1948.
208-451-5519

B ciassiFED@WLINET

Cattle
For Sale

806/344 7444
877/2BAR-ANG

www.2barangus.com

_%_
; anrr”“fnmsx

GRAY BRAHMANS

GENTLE AMERICAN
BEEF TYPE GRAY
BRAHMANS
Loren Pratt
520-709-1554
44996 W. Papago Rd.
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Dogs

For Sale

Blue Red Heeler puppies AKC.
360 749 6333

2017 Salt Creek Hydraulic Squeeze
Chute, used, excellent condition.

Standard basic chute, left hand,
can be made portable, can add a
mugger.

$14,000
541-947-4444

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Best prices with delivery available.
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Real Estate

Opportunities

TURN KEY IRRIGATED PASTURE

434 acres, cheap and reliable
surface water, fenced into 10
paddocks with stock water in
each, full set of corrals and
holding pens, Dixon, California.
John Brennan
Ph. (530) 870-6625

DRE 01107673

Real Estate 20A

Pacific

KNIPE

LAND COMPANY
E8T 1944

Howerton Spring Ranch
422+ acres with 140+ acres in
dry pasture, and the balance
in timbered hills and draws.
Fenced and cross fenced,
with multiple water sources.
Great hunting! $2,650,000

Fossil Canyon Ranch
Grazing ground acreage
with excellent hunting. 947+
deeded acres with an extra
160+ acres of BLM leased
land. $2,249,000

Buying or Selling? Call today!

(208) 345-3163 - knipeland.com

Real Estate
Southwest

Real Estate
Southwest

20D

20D

Scott Land Gompany, LL.C

R o e e e A e e e v SR e

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

NEW LISTING! UNION CO., NM - This unique home was built in 1890 originally as a school house and
was transformed into a residence in 2006. Highlights of the 4,450 sq ft home are 10’ tin ceilings, hardwood
floors, a new well and septic system and other features. The Pinabetes Creek, just steps away is amagnet for
wildlife including deer, elk and many water fowl. The creek provides a picturesque backdrop to the property
with many cottonwood trees and vegetation scattered along the banks. This beautiful 10-acre property is
located 40 miles southwest of Clayton, New Mexico just one-half mile south off the Thomas Highway.

NEW LISTING! YESO EAST RANCH - De Baca Co., NM - Hwy. 60 frontage. 6,307+ deeded, 1,556+
State Lease and 40% uncontrolled acres. Terrain is gently rolling with good grass and is divided into three
pastures. Wildlife includes antelope, some mule deer, quail, etc. The ranch has good improvements (including
home) convenient access and has been well managed.

UNION CO., NM - This 1,966 acre ranch located just south of Clayton, New Mexico is in some of the most
sought-after grazing land in the Continental U.S.A. The ranch will be excellent for a yearling operation, with high
quality grass, good fences and water.

www.scottlandcompany.com . 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker - Krystal M. Nelson-NMQB

Fly Ash Ranch 742 acres m/| LeFlore County, OK

This property has 415 acres of both native grass and Bermuda
grass pasture, along with 250 acres of pristine native forest. Over
5,000,000 tons of coal ash on site. With cross-fenced pastures, 11
stocked ponds/lakes, and wildlife habitat, 3-phase electric and a

10,000 sq ft building. $20,000,000

To view all properties (Including Pictures, Aerfals and Topo Maps) go to:
www.WorldClassRanches.com

Call Toll Free Today: 1-844-WCR-Land (sa4-927-5263)

ALC
F

Real Estate
Plains

Real Estate

Plains =

20E

6, 242+ ACRES
NORTH LOUP RIVER RANCH
A cattleman’s paradise with recreational
qualities, private fishing and hunting,
along the North Loup River in the
Sandhills of Nebraska.

J ASHLEY~¥

Skip Marland « 308-520-4020
LashleyLand.com

$8,000,000 - BLAINE COUNTY, NE

WINTER PASTURE NEEDED
FOR 100 FALL PAIRS.
N. CA OR NV PREFERRED

11/15/23 - 5/15/24
PERMIT AND/OR FULL CARE OK

Take WLJ with you wherever you go!
Subscribe to WLJ online

Never be without your main source to livestock news!

(530)990-3512
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e Hereford coent of e West

11/29-12/2:

12/1:

HEREFORD RENO SALE;

4 PM PST

www.HEREFORDRENO.com

&) SALE REPORTS

TD ANGUS FALLFEMALE SALE
Nov. 10, North Platte, NE
259 totalregistered

females.............. $4,553
TFlush ............... 27,500
1Pregnancy.......... 70,000
460 Commercial
bredheifers........... 2,829
150 Commercial
bredcows............. 2,833
Auctioneers: Joe Goggins and
Ty Thompson

TOPS—Open heifers: F047
Pick by Sunbeam; to RS Angus,
Dodge City, KS, $20,000. T/D
Ruby of Tiffany 3321, 2/6/23 by
Myers Fair-N-Square M39; to
Baalman Angus, Menlo, KS,
$19,000. Bred heifers: T/D Black-
cap Empress K23,1/27/22 by B/R
MVP 5247; to Christie Tipps
Ranch, Miami, TX, $20,000. T/D
Primrose 2141, 1/18/22 by HCC
Whitewater 9010; to EZ Angus
Ranch, Porterville, CA, $19,000.
Flush: Baldridge Isabel FO47 and
bull of buyer’s choice; to EZ Angus

Ranch, Porterville, CA, $27,500.
Pregnancy: Heifer pregnancy by
T/D Doc Ryan 049; to Herbster
Angus Farms, Falls City, NE,
$70,000, 1/2 interest. — TY GRO-
SHANS

ARNTZEN ANGUS RANCH
FEMALE SALE
Nov. 10, Lewistown, MT
284 Al-bred
heifers............... $2,688
329 Bull-bred
heifers................. 2,210
87Bredcows........... 2,798
88 Replacement
heifercalves ........... 1,681

Auctioneer: Kyle Shobe

TOPS: 45 bred heifers, Al'd to
calve 2/9/24; $3,050. 28 bred
heifers, Al'd to calve 2/11/24, con-
signed by Heartland Cattle;
$3,000. 21 bred heifers, Al'd to
calve 2/9/24, consigned by;
$2,950.42bredcows, due 4/1/24;
$2,850. 52 bred heifers, Al'd to
calve 2/24/24, consigned by Matt

CLASSIFIED CORRAL

Irrigation 27

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems
Fair Prices - Good Service - Rancher Owned
DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST

CALL TODAY: 775-657-1815

Ag/Industrial
. 28
Supplies
HELICOPTER SERVICES

Gathering rough country, finding
missing stock, ranch surveys, ect.

CO, NM, OK, KS, WY, NE, TX.

Extensive livestock experience,
low stress, efficient and safe.

References available.
719.641.4405

Equipment

For Sale =

Central Boiler Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE.

Easy to operate and maintain.
Call today (307) 223-2046

LODGEPOLE OUTDOOR
FURNACES.

TANK COATINGS
ROOF COATINGS

Available for Metal,
Composition Shingles or Tar
Roofs. Long lasting and easy
to apply. We also
manufacture Tank Coatings
for Concrete, Rock, Steel,
Galvanized and -
Mobile tanks.

Call for our
FREE
CATALOG.
VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.

806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher
(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com
303-773-3545

You Call Steve, I'll Come to You.

AGRI-_@nel'inancia]

GET THOROUGH
PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf
delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you
improve your business.
Learn more by working
with live animals under

expert supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.
Dept. WLJ « 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032
785/448-3119
www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com
Over 100 years of
continuous service

2 1orr 1

Placea
classified ad,
seeitinprint

and online!

Your ad runs

free onour
website.

and Jamie Wickens; $2,800. 23
bred heifers, natural bred to calve
3/1/24; $2,800. —DEVIN
MURNIN

MONTANA RANCHBULL SALE
Nov. 11, Big Fork, MT
95 Totalregistered

bulls.................. $9,158
8Bredheifers ......... 4,343
40 Commercial

bredheifers............. 2,425

Auctioneer: Roger Jacobs
Sale Manager: Dave Mullins

SaleRingLive

TOPS: Montana Kingdom
2294, 7/9/22 by Square B Atlantis
8060; to Mohnen Angus, White
Lake, SD, and EiImore Cattle Co.,
Hillsborough, OH, $40,000, 2/3
interest. Montana Killebrew 2049,
2/12/22 by Square B Atlantis
8060; to Wes Kilmurry, Atkinson,
NE, $35,000, 2/3 interest. Mon-
tana Kosar 2021, 2/15/22 by Sitz
Stellar 726D; to Chundy Land and
Cattle, Haiglar, NE, $30,000. Mon-
tana Klondike 2212, 6/20/22 by

Sitz Logo 8148; to Talkington An-
gus Ranch, Belfield, ND, $20,000.
Montana Koufax 2029, 2/9/22 by
Square B Atlantis 8060; to Mike
Smith, Harrison, NE, $20,000.
Montana Kelly 2036, 2/10/22 by
Sitz Stellar 726D; to C Bar Angus,
Malta, MT, $20,000. — DEVIN
MURNIN

MOHICAN WEST BULL SALE
Nov. 13,2023, Laurel, MT
38Totalbulls ......... $3,520
Auctioneer: Joe Goggins

TOPS: Mohican The Boss 24K,
1/31/22 by NJW 78P 88X Cow-
boss 199BET; to Walt Ranch, Jor-
dan, MT, $7,250. Mohican 54K,
2/11/22 by WLKR MW JM Decree
333 G91ET; to Davenport Ranch,
Forsyth, MT, $6,500. TDP Master-
plan 2K, 12/25/21 by TH Master-
plan183F; to Jarrett Hadley, Baker,
MT, $5,250. Mohican 4013 41K,
2/6/22 by Innisfail WHRX651/723
4013 ET; to Madison Peck, Bal-
lentine, MT, $5,000. — DEVIN
MURNIN

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service to
our advertisers. Thereis a
minimum advertising
requirement to be eligible to
be listed in the Sale Calendar.
Contact your fieldman for
more information or to have
your date added to the Sale
Calendar. We will only run
auction sale dates or private
treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS

Nov. 20 — Central Oregon
Livestock Auction, Female
Sale, Madras, OR

Dec. 5-6 — PAYS Blue
Ribbon Female Sale, Billings,
MT

Jan. 11,2024 — Leachman
Cattle, Bull Sale, Online

Jan. 23-27 — Red Bluff Bull
& Gelding Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Feb. 3 —Klamath Falls, Bull &
Female Sale, Klamath Falls,
OR

Feb. 17 — Great Basin Bull
Sale, Fallon, NV

ANGUS

Nov. 21 - Paint Rock Angus,
Bull Sale, Hyattville, WY
Nov. 25 - Vermilion Ranch,
Bull Sale, Billings, MT

Nov. 27 — Spring Cove
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, ID
Nov. 27 - Stevenson’s
Diamond Dot, Production
Sale, Hobson, MT

Nov. 28 - Jorgensen Land &
Cattle, Bull Sale,
Winnemucca, NV

Nov. 28 - Stevenson Angus,
Bull Sale, Hobson, MT

Nov. 29 - Beef Country
Breeders, Bull Sale,
Columbus, MT

Dec. 2—Hollow Top Angus,
Bull Sale, Ramsay, MT

Dec. 2 —Reverse Rocking R,
Bull Sale, Maxwell, NM

Dec. 5—Zumbrunnen
Angus, Bull Sale, Lusk, WY
Dec. 7 - Sitz Angus, Bull
Sale, Harrison, MT

Dec. 8 - KG Ranch, Bull Sale,
Three Forks, MT

Dec. 9 - Gaugler Angus, Bull
Sale, Judith Gap, MT

Dec. 13 — Shipwheel Cattle
Co., Bull Sale, Chinook, MT
Dec. 15 — Bobcat Angus,
Production Sale, Great Falls,
MT

Dec. 16 - Currant Creek
Angus, Bull Sale, Roundup,
MT

Jan. 11, 2024 — Foundation
Angus Sale at NWSS,
Denver, CO

Jan. 26 — Ruggles Angus,
Bull Sale, McCook, NE

Jan. 27 - Baldridge
Performance Angus, North

Platte, NE

Feb. 9 —Bar KD & Lambert
Ranch, Bull Sale, Alturas, CA
Feb. 9 —Burgess Angus, Bull
Sale, Homedale, ID

Feb. 9 — Dutch Flat Angus &
CX Ranch, Bull & Female
Sale, Lewiston, ID

Feb.10 —EZ Angus Ranch,
Bull Sale, Madras, OR

Feb. 12— BB Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Connell, WA

Feb. 13 — South Mountain
Cattle, Bull Sale, Caldwell, ID
Feb. 14 —Meadow Acres,
Bull Sale, Stanfield, OR

Feb. 16 — Rees Brothers, Bull
Sale, Morgan, UT

Feb. 17 — Great Basin Bull
Sale, Fallon, NV

Feb. 19 — Teixeira Cattle, Bull
Sale, Terrebonne, OR

Feb. 19 — Weaver Ranch,
Production Sale, Fort Collins,
CcO

Feb. 20 — Kessler Angus,
Bull Sale, Milton-Freewater,
OR

CHAROLAIS

Feb. 20,2024 — V-A-L
Charolais, Bull Sale, Vale, OR

HEREFORD

Dec. 1— Western States
Hereford Sale, Reno, NV
Jan. 15, 2024 — Van Newkirk
Herefords, Bull & Female
Sale, Oshkosh, NE

Feb. 2 — Elkington Polled
Hereford Ranch, Bull Sale,
Idaho Falls, ID

Feb. 9 — CX Ranch & Dutch
Flat Angus, Bull & Female
Sale, Lewiston, ID

Feb. 9 —Lambert Ranch &
Bar KD, Bull Sale, Alturas, CA
Feb. 10 — BB Cattle Co., Bull
Sale, Connell, WA

Feb. 13 — South Mountain
Cattle, Bull Sale, Caldwell, ID
Feb. 16 — Rees Brothers, Bull
Sale, Morgan UT

RED ANGUS

Dec. 6 — Big Sky Elite,
Female Sale, Logan, MT
Dec. 8 — 5L Red Angus, Bull
Sale, Sheridan, MT

Dec. 11 - Cross Diamond,
Bull Sale, Bertrand, NE

Dec. 15 - 5L Red Angus, Bull
Sale, Sheridan, MT

SALERS

Dec. 4 - Jacobsen Ranch,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

SIMANGUS

Dec.2—T-Heart Ranch,
Female Sale, La Garita, CO
Dec. 2 - Western Choice
Simmental, Female Sale,
Billings, MT

Jan 29, 2024 — APEX Cattle,

Bull, Bred Heifer & Fall Pair
Sale, Dannebrog, NE

SIMMENTAL
Jan 29, 2024 - APEX Cattle,
Bull, Bred Heifer & Fall Pair
Sale, Dannebrog, NE

STABILIZER

Dec. 2 —Leachman Cattle,
Bull & Female Sale, Loma, CO
Dec. 9 — Leachman Cattle,
Bull Sale, Alma, NE

Dec. 9 — Leachman Cattle,
Bull Sale, San Saba, TX

o oAl @01

COMMERCIAL

Nov. 27 — Spring Cove
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, ID
Jan. 25, 2024 — Red BIuff,
Replacement Female Sale,
Red Bluff, CA

HORSE

Jan. 23-27, 2024 — Red
Bluff Bull & Gelding Sale, Red
Bluff, CA

DOG

Jan. 23-27, 2024 — Red
Bluff Stock Dog Sale, Red
Bluff, CA

November 27th ; \,e.
Zoetis Preconditioned -
Feeder Sale

Lunch at 11 am

- Feeders start selling

, . at noon

. e .:M |

y Sale Dates o
Nov 20 21st Century Female Sale|
Dec 4 Feeder Sale Third Party

Verified

Dec 11 Bred Cow Sale

Jay Burril 541-620-1559
Eric Duarte 541-891-78

Dale Landrus 541-419-8762
Tim Messner: 541-410-8691
Craig Weaver: 503-741-0861

! ?r v i (
: s e, L
Follow For your Convenience
us on Drop off is available

Lo

Facebook L0 aweek S m *.;
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Celebrating 100 years of serving
the Angus industry!

SITZ Centennial 11702 .1
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-4 o
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58th Annual Fall Bull & Female Sale

R Ay

Reg #20306671 S: SITZ Logo 8148 MGS SITZ Stellar 726D
CED 4 BW 0.4 WW 83 YW 139 SC 0.48 HP 18.2 Milk 26
MARB 0.44 REA 0.84 $M 90 $C 285 PAP 39

December 7, 2023

11:00 AM (MST) | Harrison, MT

462 PAP-Tested 2-Year Old Bulls
310 Home-Raised, SITZ-Bred Heifers
110 SITZ-Bred, Running-Age Cows

» Bidding on Superior Livestock and Nothern Video
» Free delivery within 1,000 miles
» Catalog and videos will be on SitzAngus.com

Featuring 87 SITZ Resilient Sons

SITZ Continuity 8732

e o T T 7

Reg #20321078 S: SITZ Continuity
CED7 BW 0.4 WW 78 YW 133 SC1.57 HP 222
Milk 30 MARB 0.85 REA 0.88 $M 112 $C 312

SITZ Intuition 11942

Reg #20306689 S: SITZ Intuition
CED 6 BW 0.9 WW 80 YW 132 SC0.31 HP
20.0 Milk 24 MARB 0.93 REA 0.71 $M 104 $C 313

tin
Vg

SITZ Con

uity 10142
o tt‘ ’ L " ¢ "

SO wk s

Reg #20306589 S: SITZ Continuity
CED 7 BW 0.3 WW 79 YW 139 SC 0.66 HP
17.8 Milk 29 MARB 0.52 REA 0.72 $M 88 $C 276

SITZ Intuition 12122

A A g v

[ i o i
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Reg #20306698 S: SITZ Intuition
CED 10 BW-01 WW 76 YW 128 SC 016 HP17.4
Milk 35 MARB 115 REA 0.81 $M 84 $C 312

SITZ LT Resilient 10412

Reg #20307895 S: SITZ Resilient 10208
CED12 BW-0.6 WW 79 YW 133 SC1.09 HP 175
Milk 28 MARB 0.60 REA 0.95 $M 92 $C 268 PAP

SITZ Resilient 10202

a1

Py By B L R S :
Reg #20306594 S: SITZ Resilient 10208

CED 3 BW 27 WW 78 YW 129 SC152 HP14.0
Milk 20 MARB 0.66 REA 0.69 $M 67 $C 242

Sale offering includes sons of industry-leading sires...

SITZ Resilient, SITZ Intuition, SITZ Logo 8148, SITZ Spectrum, SITZ Continuity, SITZ Virtue,
Schafer Full Power, Ruggles Charisma, and Spring Cove Crossfire

Jim Sitz

(406) 683-5277
SitzAngus@gmail.com

Bob Sitz
(406) 581-9153
SitzAngusRanch@gmail.com

Joe Jones
(208) 670-2364
JoeJones@SitzAngus.com




