
The cattle market softened over the week as cash trade activity was 
slow for the second consecutive week. However, demand continues to 
remain strong.

Live cattle futures were a couple dollars lower over the week, with the 
December contract down about $2 to $182.95 and the February contract 
down about $2 to $185.10.

“Even though it was assumed cash cattle prices would be 
steady at best this week, the live cattle complex is trading 
lower as traders are disgruntled by the light trade that de-
veloped Wednesday afternoon in the North at $290, which 
is $3 lower than last week’s weighted average,” wrote ShayLe 
Stewart, DTN livestock analyst, in her Thursday midday 
comments.

Cash trade through Thursday totaled about 52,000 head. 
Live steers sold from $182-185, and dressed steers sold from 
$287-290. 

Cash trade for the week ending Nov. 10 totaled 50,010 
head. Live steers sold for $186.60, and dressed steers sold 

for $293.30.
“Packers have been forced to reduce production as margins veer back 

into the red as boxed beef values make yet another new low for the move 
today,” wrote Cassie Fish, market analyst, in The Beef on Thursday.

Slaughter through Thursday totaled about 483,000 head, about 11,000 
head less than a week earlier. Total slaughter for a week earlier is pro-

jected at 619,000 head. Ac-
tual slaughter for the week 
ending Nov. 2 was 615,990 
head. The average steer 
See MARKETS on page 19

Futures fall as cash trade lags
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— Uncertainty looms as Con-
gress debates farm bill’s fate. 
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management impacts. Page 15

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

As working dogs continue to 
support ranchers today, this 
1945 piece captures the en-
during bond between humans 
and their loyal canines: "Work-
ing dogs have been regarded 
as indispensable to the sheep 
industry for many centuries. 
Likewise, husbandmen en-
gaged in other kinds of live-
stock production have found 
many uses for dogs. Through-
out all ages and among near-
ly all nations, the dog has been 
the friend, the companion, the 
silent, willing servant of man,” 
wrote D.S. Bell in the Novem-
ber 1945 issue of WLJ.
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The BLM has released its final plan to guide greater sage-grouse management in 
the West. Pictured here, a greater sage-grouse on Seedskadee National Wildlife 
Refuge in Wyoming.
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WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT 5 AREA WEEKLY WTD 
AVERAGE STEER PRICE

— Outlines plans for 65 
million acres

The Bureau of Land Management 
rolled out in early November its final 
plan for greater sage-grouse conser-
vation and management on public 
lands in the West. The proposed 
plan updates a draft released earlier 
this year, and tightens restrictions 
on oil and gas, mineral and clean 
energy development.

The plan outlines management 
across nearly 65 million acres of 
greater sage-grouse habitat, and 
updates 77 resource management 
plans. It also builds on the agency’s 
Public Lands Rule, renewable en-
ergy rule and Western Solar Plan—
plans that have garnered contro-
versy in the agriculture industry.

“Our environmental analysis, 
aided by a wealth of information 
from our partners, indicates that 
these proposed updates—which 
are the result of decades of sus-
tained collaborative efforts—are the 
best way to ensure the health of 
these lands and local economies 
now and into the future,” said BLM 
Director Tracy Stone-Manning.

The final environmental impact 
statement (EIS) was developed with 
the consideration of 38,000 public 
comments on the draft EIS, along 
with information garnered in more 
than 100 meetings held over two 
years. States also submitted data 
and scientific info to help inform 
management and habitat areas. 

“The U.S. Geological Survey ana-
lyzed state-collected lek data and 
reported estimated range-wide 
population declines of nearly 80 
percent from 1966-2021 and of 41 
percent from 2002-2021,” according 
to BLM’s executive summary of the 
plan.

Final plan
The draft plan released this spring 

included six alternatives based on 
plans adopted in 2015 and revised 
in 2019. The preferred alternative, 
Alternative 5, balances sage grouse 
protections while maintaining a 
balance of public land uses, the 
agency said. The alternative consid-
ered options with fewer restrictions 

Final greater sage-grouse 
plan released for the West

See SAGE GROUSE on page 11

— Addresses multiple 
uses

The Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM) has released an up-
dated resource management plan 
(RMP) for Lake and Harney Coun-
ties in southern Oregon, address-
ing rangeland health issues and 
wilderness characteristics. 

The RMP and final environmen-
tal impact statement, covering 
approximately 3.2 million acres, 
analyzed seven alternatives and 
incorporated about 1,300 com-
ments.

The proposed alternative incor-
porated components from the 
other alternatives in the draft en-
vironmental impact statement. 
The preferred plan would desig-
nate approximately 373,132 acres 
to protect wilderness characteris-
tics over managing other resourc-
es and multiple uses. BLM plans 

to balance wilderness character-
istic management with other re-
sources and multiple uses across 
roughly 738,665 acres. BLM would 
prioritize other resources and 
multiple uses over wilderness pro-
tection on approximately 495,332 
acres.

Livestock grazing would con-
tinue under the current land use 
plan, with over 2.9 million acres 
remaining accessible. Based on 
prior evaluations, areas deemed 
incompatible with livestock graz-
ing remain closed to grazing use. 
An appendix in the management 
plan shows that since 1998, land 
health assessments have deter-
mined 126,614 acres of BLM-man-
aged lands have failed to meet 
standards due to livestock grazing. 
The BLM anticipates that more 
areas could face similar outcomes 

BLM releases OR rangeland 
management plan

See BLM OREGON on page 14

— Effects will cause  
uncertainty

The Montana Stockgrowers As-
sociation (MSGA) filed a motion to 
intervene in a lawsuit filed by a trio 
of environmental groups against the 
state over its statewide water pollu-
tion permit for concentrated animal 
feeding operations (CAFOs). 

Upper Missouri Waterkeeper, 
Food & Water Watch and the Center 
for Food Safety filed a complaint in 
December 2023 challenging the 
Montana Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ). They alleged 
DEQ issued a permit for CAFOs 
across the state without the neces-
sary water pollution monitoring to 
ensure compliance with permit 
terms and water quality standards. 

According to the complaint, this 
lack of monitoring could degrade 
water quality statewide, undermine 

the Clean Water Act’s permit frame-
work and prevent DEQ from pro-
tecting Montana’s right to a clean 
environment.

“DEQ’s failure to issue a permit 
capable of identifying, or prevent-
ing, CAFO discharges that can cause 
or contribute to degradation or vio-
lations of water quality standards 
also violates Montanans’ Constitu-
tional right to a ‘clean and healthful 
environment’ and leaves Montan-
ans without an ‘adequate remedy at 
law’ to protect that right,” the lawsuit 
read. 

The lawsuit said CAFOs produce 
various pollutants, including patho-
gens, pharmaceuticals and concen-
trated animal waste, that require 
careful management to protect wa-
ter quality. The waste, often stored 
in lagoons or accumulating in feed-
lots, can contain harmful substanc-
es like E. coli, antibiotics, hormones 

and nutrient-heavy runoff, which 
can impair water quality if misman-
aged, the groups continued. Addi-
tionally, contaminants from animal 
feed, rainwater runoff and other 
pollutants stored at CAFO sites pose 
significant risks to public health and 
the environment.

MSGA said in a statement that 
CAFO operators dedicate signifi-
cant resources to meet the require-
ments of the CAFO General Permit. 
This includes submitting a compre-
hensive Notice of Intent package 
that outlines facility design, opera-
tional protocols and monitoring 
practices. The permit mandates 
detailed monitoring within and 
around CAFO facilities, and opera-
tors must notify DEQ within 24 
hours of any pollutant discharge. 

Montana Stockgrowers 
intervenes in CAFO lawsuit

See MSGA on page 16
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Strength through storms

Winter has made a 
dramatic entrance 
this year! The 

snow totals in Colorado and 
New Mexico were impressive, 
with areas receiving up to 
40-plus inches of snow. Many 
areas also received much 
needed moisture in the form 
of rain. Even if the timing of 
the moisture was not optimal, delaying weaning or 
setting back harvest crews, it is hard to argue the re-
lief it brought to many areas dealing with drought 
and dusty fall working conditions. By the time you 
read this article, the northwest U.S. could find them-
selves in similar situations with a forecasted signifi-
cant amount of snow. 

As I reflect on the dramatic swings in weather the 
High Plains receive, I find myself reflecting on those 
that came before us and the resilience they exhibit-
ed settling a land roamed and ruled by the Coman-
ches and at the mercy of Mother Nature. Historical 
books and movies don’t spare when it comes to de-
picting the conditions the High Plains dealt those in 
its path. S.C. Gwynne’s book, “Empire of the Sum-
mer Moon,” offers a fascinating, vivid and unique 
perspective of the environment and the people. It 
gives you a level of appreciation for those brave 
enough to venture into the adverse climate. 

The idea that this was “the last part of the conti-
nent conquered” also speaks to the immense chal-
lenges of colonization and settlement. The High 
Plains were remote, difficult to navigate and hostile 
to the unfamiliar, making it the final frontier for set-
tlers and the U.S. Army. It paints a picture of a rug-
ged, wild place that even the army was reluctant to 
engage with until absolutely necessary. 

The High Plains, where the Comanches roamed, 
were indeed unforgiving. The book describes it as a 
combination of extreme heat and droughts, fol-
lowed by brutal winter storms. This created a land-
scape that was both challenging and often deadly. 
Many of the “common place” storms like the recent 
blizzard in eastern and southern Colorado we en-
counter are so uniquely extreme they have their 
own specific cultural identity.

The Comanches no longer pose immediate 
threats, and technology has allowed prosperity in 
areas once rugged and wild, but weather still shapes 
day-to-day life for those that call the High Plains 
home. Anyone hauling feed to unweaned calves still 
on the cow at summer grass, waiting for snow to 
thaw and mud to clear, know that Mother Nature 
does not read the same calendar and planner they 
have. It is easy to become overwhelmed, frustrated 
or even angry, but let us not forget hardships those 
before us endured with the hope that this would be 
the better life, the beginning of their legacy. Let us 
be grateful for the lessons learned from previous 
generations to progress forward and persevere. 

Maybe we have these historical weather patterns 
to thank for the advancement of cattle marketing. It 
was out of sustainability necessity that cattle trans-
portation evolved from cattle drives to rail cars, to 
trailers and semis crossing the country on inter-
states. Marketing from trades between neighbors to 
cattle yards, to auctions, to online videos and photo-
graphs. Breeding and genomic information from 
word of mouth to print, to magazines, to online cat-
alogs readily and easily accessible on your cell 
phone for the most informed breeding choices. 

Whether you live in this region by choice or 
chance, we can all learn from the generations before 
us. Hard work, perseverance and resilience passed 
down through generations can create a legacy of 
strength and character. It’s true that hardships often 
shape not only our survival but also our memories. 
When kids look back on stories of those tough win-
ters, they might remember the challenges and 
snows days off school, but also the lessons of grit, 
determination and community. Those snowstorms 
are more than just weather events—they’re mo-
ments that define how people respond to adversity, 
and that becomes part of their identity.

In a way, the hardships we face today serve as 
steppingstones for future generations to learn from, 
as they look back on how their parents and grand-
parents met those challenges head-on. They might 
see not just the snowdrifts, but the spirit that al-
lowed the family to thrive through them. — TY 
GROSHANS
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Rural America finally got help from 
other parts of the electorate, voting for a 
president who recognizes the importance 

of food producers and who won some important beef trade 
battles in Japan, South Korea and China.

President-elect Donald Trump and Mexico will quickly have 
to thrash out the border situation. Trump got Mexico’s last 
president to enforce their border security. Will their new 
president cooperate? From the huge flow of drugs and people 
through Mexico, the country and cartels have been doing a 
booming business. Will that gravy train end?

Trump has selected Lee Zeldin to run the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). EPA is a major trouble source for 
agriculture, but the voters have realized many other industries 
have been put through needless regulatory hoops. Those 
hoops—or destruction of whole industries—have costs that 
consumers have paid. They’ve noticed. They’ve even realized 
critical supplies are threatened.

Zeldin will restore the EPA’s original purpose, to protect air 
and water from obvious threats. Common sense stuff. It was 
never intended to regulate every aspect of life on Planet Earth, 
from heat, propulsion and electricity to stoves, washing ma-
chines, water heaters and light bulbs.

Trump is not nominating bashful, tentative, go-along-to-get 
along types. He wants to make major changes to government 
operations.

As of this writing, a USDA nominee hasn’t been made. We 
need someone who can protect beef from the Dietary Guide-
lines Advisory Committee. That adversary has announced 
they are trying again to banish meat consumption from nutri-
tion recommendations for school lunch, nutrition programs, 
the military and everyone for a plant-based dietary regimen.

Trade was a major topic of the campaign. Critics painted 
Trump as a threat to world trade and American consumers. 
They never understood Trump as a negotiator and business-
man. What he will threaten and what will happen are two very 
different things.

Beef has free-trade agreements with our top two overseas 
export customers, Japan and South Korea. Canada and 
Mexico are both suppliers and major customers. Trump will 
lean on China to live up to their commitments. President Xi 
Jinping may not want to disrupt supplies of meat and grain to 
a suffering population.

Trump’s intention is to make America a business-friendly 
country with lower taxes and regulation in the world’s biggest, 
richest market. The last time, exporters cut prices, cut margins 
and importers did the same so as not to lose market share.

Politicians and economists who fear inflation under Trump 
tariffs are not supply-side economists. Increased supply and 
lower costs are not inflationary. The Federal Reserve’s theory 
of conquering inflation through killing demand is slow pain. 
Increasing the supply of goods through cutting taxes and 
regulations normalizes markets and unleashes innovation 
and business investment. A year or so after adjustments, 
government tax revenue increases. It is Congress’ spending 
policies that create inflation, putting more money into the 
marketplace—which it takes from taxpayers and businesses.

Having congressional majorities means the Republicans 
will select committee chairs, have more members on com-
mittees and set the political agenda, working with Trump.

A reconciliation budget bill could cut spending the country 

can’t afford and hopefully, repurposing and recapturing
money.

Trump and the Republicans have an obvious voter man-
date, so they will have that political and psychological edge
in cajoling reluctant Republicans.

Last time, there were more establishment Republicans who
considered Trump an interloper and unworthy of support.
This time, they will also feel the heat of Trump’s voter support.

Trump has support from usual sectors but also made seri-
ous headway with non-traditional voting blocs, like blue-
collar workers, union members, younger male voters and
cultural and racial groups. The political opposition will find
it harder to play certain groups off against him.

Another key factor: preparation and experience. Trump is
picking people he can trust, people with only one face and
people determined to serve America.

His guts, his doggedness and obvious love of country should
also give him more heft in Washington. He also has the ad-
vantage of not facing reelection. That gives him freer rein to
do what the country needs. He could engineer a fix to Social
Security and Medicare before they require annual transfusions
of general revenue to stay alive.

The Fed cut interest rates, but bond traders don’t believe in
supply-side economics. Bonds went up after the cuts. There
is some educational work there.

Trump’s victory speech said that it was the work of a move-
ment, not something he personally won. He labeled it com-
mon sense, setting the table for an American Golden Age. He
believes God gave him extra years for the job. — Steve Dittmer, 
WLJ columnist

(Steve Dittmer is the author of the Agribusiness Freedom
Foundation newsletter. Views in the column do not neces-
sarily represent the views or opinions of WLJ or its edito-
rial staff.)

DDITTMER’S ITTMER’S TTAKEAKE COUNTRY VOTES FOR 
COURSE CHANGE

Craig Louis Vejraska; 
1947-2024

Craig L. Vejraska passed away 
unexpectedly Oct. 23 while doing one 

of his favorite chores of watering his 
black Angus cows. Craig was born in 
a blizzard by flashlight in Pawnee City, 
NE, Dec. 4, 1947. 

He spent his early years between 
Nebraska and Texas then to Omak, 
WA, where he attended Saint Mary’s 
Mission Catholic School and the 
Omak public school, graduating from 
Omak High in 1966. He graduated 
from Eastern Washington University 
(EWU) in 1970 with a degree in gov-
ernment and was a member of the 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. 
While attending EWU, he was initi-
ated into the 1967 class of Pi Kappa 
Alpha as the 54th member of the 
ZetaNu Chapter in Cheney, WA.

Craig grew up farming and ranch-
ing in Okanogan County, starting with 
Angus cattle in 1960, having pur-
chased an Angus heifer for his 4-H 

project. He liked to say the ranch was 
his “runaway 4-H project.” He was an 
entrepreneur even in college, selling 
life insurance while attending EWU. 
His first official job after college was 
as a salesman for International Har-
vester and he continued selling insur-
ance. 

The move to the Royal Slope in 
1971 was made after a long talk while 
selling an International Harvester 
tractor to Mike Brown. Craig and his 
family spent years farming the 
ground on the slope and ranching. 
Craig married Mary K in 1986, and 
they moved to Omak in the fall of 
1988. Craig continued with the insur-
ance business, purchasing North 
Valley Insurance in 1987. In the fall of 
1989, Craig became an owner in the 
Okanogan Livestock Market and con-
tinued to be very involved in the cattle 

industry. 
Craig enjoyed serving on many

boards of various cattle associations
and other boards over the years. He
was most proud of being a member
of the Washington State Beef Com-
mission representing the cow-calf
industry, a past Okanogan County
commissioner and a graduate of the
Washington Ag Forestry Leadership
Program.

Left to cherish his memory are his
lovely wife Mary K; sons, Jason (Jen-
nifer), Todd (Katlenia), Scott and Ryan
(Carlan); grandchildren, Cameron,
Jaxson, Kelsey, Caleb, Kacie, Arlee,
Kady, Vance, Henry and Jase; and
great-grandchildren, Ideya and Dali. 

In lieu of flowers, please send do-
nations to the Market Stock Fund with
“Craig Vejraska” on the memo line to
P.O. Box 1774, Okanogan, WA 98840.

ObiayObiay
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Is a farm bill or disaster aid 
on the table for agriculture to 
pass before the end of the 
year?

Congress returned to 
Washington on Nov. 12 for a 
lame-duck session of Con-
gress with Republicans de-
bating just how much they 
want to get done before 
President-elect Donald 
Trump’s inauguration.

The big issue for Congress 
will be passing another gov-
ernment spending bill. Con-
gress hasn’t hammered out 
a full budget for fiscal year 
2025, which began in Octo-
ber. The current budget deal 
expires on Dec. 20. The 
Washington Post reported 
recently that lawmakers are 
looking at passing another 
budget extension—the same 
as they did a year ago—that 
would run until March. That 
would allow time for both 
the new administration and 
Congress to start planning 
before passing the annual 
spending bill.

For farmers, the farm bill 

is still out there with no de-
finitive rallying cry demand-
ing that Congress complete 
the bill now.

Sen. John Boozman (R-
AR), the expected chairman 
of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee next year, told 
Brownfield News that getting 
the farm bill done is the top 
priority, but time will press 
lawmakers during the lame-
duck session. Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow (D-MI), the retir-
ing committee chair, has not 
weighed in on the possibili-
ties since the election.

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-
MN), who will likely move 
into the role of Agriculture 
Committee ranking mem-
ber, was quoted by the Red 
River Farm Network (RRFN) 
that she would like to get the 
farm bill done. 

“I just think we’re going to 
be better off when we’re do-
ing all the disaster relief for 
the southern states, and 
we’re doing that with good 
reason,” Klobuchar told 
RRFN. “There’s going to be 

funding that’s spent on that 
if the farm bill gets jettisoned 
as kind of an orphan at the 
end of next year. With an 
extension, it might be harder 
for us to get some of the re-
sources that we want.”

There’s also the question 
of disaster aid. 

In the House, Rep. Kat 
Cammack (R-FL-03), a 
member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, said in a 
statement to the news outlet 
The Floridian that a farm bill 
passed under Trump would 
be more favorable.

“I think we would get a 
better farm bill if we do (it) 
under the Trump admin,” 
Cammack stated. 

Rep. Glenn “GT” Thomp-
son (R-PA-15), chairman of 
the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, has not weighed in 
since the election.

In the coming days, lead-
ers in both the House and 
Senate will detail their pri-
orities for the lame-duck ses-
sion.

Disaster package
Lawmakers from states hit 

by hurricanes Helene and 
Milton were calling for more 
specific aid packages before 
the election. A disaster pack-
age in some form or another 
will likely come out of the 
lame-duck session. 

On Nov. 11, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation’s 
(AFBF) economic team high-
lighted that farmers have 
faced a gap of $20 billion in 
uncovered disaster losses go-
ing back to 2022.

“To date, only one-third of 
2022 uncovered losses from 
natural disasters have been 
addressed through ad hoc 
relief programs, and uncov-
ered losses from 2023 and 
2024 are still unaddressed,” 
AFBF’s Market Intel report 
stated.

Congress last authorized 
disaster aid for farmers at the 
end of 2022, which was $3.74 
billion, but left roughly $6.74 
billion unfunded. That added 
to the controversy when 

USDA changed its disaster 
funding formula to pay out a 
higher percentage of aid to 
smaller farmers who were 
less likely to carry crop 
insurance.

In 2023, AFBF stated there 
were nearly $10 billion in ag-
ricultural losses from disas-
ters that were not covered by 
insurance. In 2024, there was 
already more than $4.1 bil-
lion in such losses before He-
lene, Milton and wildfires in 
states such as North Dakota.

AFBF’s analysis said the 
partial 2022 payments from 
USDA under the Emergency 
Relief Program, along with 
mounting losses from recent 
disasters, “highlights the ur-
gent need for a robust, timely 
disaster relief response that 
only Congress can deliver.”

AFBF pointed to a bill of-
fered by Rep. David Valadao 
(R-CA-22), the Agriculture 
Disaster Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act of 2024. 
That bill proposed $14 billion 
for farmers and ranchers due 
to 2023 losses.

Boozman told Brownfield 
there are other options, in-
cluding the FARM Act, intro-
duced by Rep. Trent Kelly 
(R-MS-01), a member of the 
House Agriculture Commit-
tee. The FARM Act, intro-
duced in late October, would 
provide aid to farmers when 
their revenue falls below the 
costs of production “due to 
circumstances beyond their 
control.”

Kelly’s bill has support 
from 48 House members, 
including at least one key 

Democrat, Rep. Sanford 
Bishop (GA-02).

Climate clawback?
As part of those farm bill 

discussions, Politico reported 
Republicans will look to roll 
back any unspent funds from 
the Inflation Reduction Act at 
USDA, which would equal 
roughly $13 billion in un-
spent conservation dollars 
designated for climate-smart 
practices.

Republicans also will likely 
put more limits on future nu-
trition spending, Politico 
noted. 

One key area to watch in 
any farm bill talks is where 
the Republican Congress 
comes down on the Com-
modity Credit Corp. (CCC) 
now that a nominee from 
Trump will control USDA’s 
purse strings.

The House version of the 
farm bill would freeze the 
agriculture secretary’s access 
to those funds because USDA 
Secretary Tom Vilsack used 
$3.1 billion for climate-smart 
grants. Thompson argued the 
budget savings were signifi-
cantly higher than the Con-
gressional Budget Office fore-
cast.

Under the first Trump ad-
ministration, then-Secretary 
Sonny Perdue spent $23 bil-
lion in 2018 and 2019 to boost 
farm incomes with trade-aid 
payments. Given the focus 
again on another tariff war, 
the CCC might again be 
needed to offset lost export 
sales. — Chris Clayton, DTN 
ag policy editor

Farm bill faces uncertainty amid lame-duck session

An administrative law 
judge report recommends 
that Minnesota approve a 
small segment of the massive 
Summit Carbon Solutions 
project that would store mil-
lions of tons of carbon diox-
ide underground in North 
Dakota. 

A final decision from the 
Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission could come at 
its Dec. 12 meeting, a spokes-
person for the agency said in 
an email. 

The 28-mile segment in 
Otter Tail and Wilkin counties 
would connect the Green 
Plains ethanol plant at Fergus 
Falls in northwest Minnesota 
to about 2,500 miles of pipe-
line planned by Summit Car-
bon Solutions. 

If built, the five-state pipe-
line network would send car-
bon emissions from ethanol 
plants to a permanent under-
ground storage area north-
west of Bismarck, ND. 

The report filed recently by 
an administrative law judge 
said an environmental im-
pact statement is adequate 
and the project is unlikely to 
pollute Minnesota’s natural 
resources. 

CURE, a Minnesota envi-
ronmental group opposed to 
the project, said the report 
“fails to address the many 
concerns that impacted land-
owners and hundreds of 
community members have 
raised in written comments 
and public hearings.” 

The group said the com-

mission “will be setting a 
dangerously low bar for envi-
ronmental review for Sum-
mit’s current project and the 
other pipelines it has plans to 
build in the state.”  

In an emailed statement, 
Summit said “this report re-
flects the hard work and 
dedication of everyone in-
volved in ensuring the project 
meets rigorous standards.”  

Summit says it has secured 
89% of the 28-mile route 
through voluntary ease-
ments. In Minnesota, Sum-
mit does not have the option 
of using eminent domain to 
obtain right-of-way for the 
pipeline.

Eminent domain is a point 
of contention with landown-
ers in other states.

Summit did not say when 
it expects to file for a route 
permit for the larger part of 
its project in west-central and 
southern Minnesota.

Summit is awaiting rulings 
in North Dakota on permit 
applications for its pipeline 
route and underground stor-
age.

Iowa has granted Summit 
a permit, and the company 
says it plans to try again for a 
permit in South Dakota. The 
project also includes Nebras-
ka, which has no state agency 
in charge of issuing permits 
for CO2 pipelines.

The report says Summit 
plans to begin construction 
in Minnesota in the third 
quarter of 2025. — Jeff Beach, 
North Dakota Monitor

Summit pipeline decision 
in MN could come soon
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The election of Donald 
Trump as the next U.S. presi-
dent and of new congressional 
leaders may bring sweeping—
and, as yet, undetermined—
changes to the nation’s agricul-
tural landscape. But for farm-
ers in Sonoma County, a 
down-ballot result has pro-
vided resounding clarity.

More than 85% of the coun-
ty’s voters had voted against a 
ballot measure that within 
three years would have banned 
large dairies and poultry farms 
in the county. Measure J, had 
it passed, would have capped 
the number of animals each 
farm can raise, banning large 
farms or forcing them to down-
size.

Doug Beretta, owner of Be-
retta Family Dairy in Santa 
Rosa, CA, and president of the 
Sonoma County Farm Bureau, 
said he was “ecstatic” so many 
voters had sided with the 
county’s farmers. The land-
slide result, he said, capped a 
14-month effort by the No on 
J campaign to defeat the mea-
sure. 

“The community came to-
gether to fight for agriculture,” 
Beretta said. “When those re-
sults came in, it really showed.” 

The measure, seen by both 
sides as a potential catalyst of 
a larger movement, drew inter-
est—and funding—from 
across the state and beyond. It 
would have made Sonoma 

County the first county in the 
nation to ban large animal 
farms.

No on J raised more than 
$1.7 million, attracting large 
contributions from the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau and other 
agricultural groups. The Yes on 
J campaign raised less money 
but also relied heavily on con-
tributions from outside the 
county. Combined, donations 
topped $2 million, making 
Measure J one of Sonoma 
County’s best funded initia-
tives ever.

“This was their starting 
point,” Beretta said. “We knew 
if it won here, it could go 
throughout the state.”

Measure J specifically tar-

geted medium and large con-
centrated animal feeding op-
erations, or CAFOs, defined 
primarily by the number of 
mature animals farms have. 
Between 11 and 21 farms in the 
county could have been di-
rectly impacted, according to 
various estimates.

But farmers warned Mea-
sure J posed a threat to the re-
gion’s entire dairy and poultry 
sectors, putting at risk a farm-
ing model that has gained in-
ternational acclaim for the 
farms’ dedication to animal 
welfare, climate action and 
environmental stewardship. 

The county’s 42 organic 
dairies represent more than 
40% of California’s organic 

dairies and produce 13% of the 
nation’s organic milk, accord-
ing to the USDA. They are sup-
ported by a local supply chain 
of farm service companies and 
creameries such as Clover So-
noma and Straus Family 
Creamery.

Had Measure J succeeded in 
shutting down several large 
farms, farmers said it could 
have undercut the economy of 
scale needed to support a local 
nucleus of feed stores, veteri-
narians and other services.

“Everybody is on the edge of 
losing the critical mass of sup-
port services,” Albert Straus, 
owner of Petaluma-based 
Straus Family Creamery, 
which sources milk from seven 
dairies in Sonoma County, 
said in September. “If some of 
the larger farms in our com-
munity are no longer able to 
operate, it may lead to a col-
lapse of the entire sector.”

The Coalition to End Fac-
tory Farming, a group of envi-
ronmental and animal rights 
organizations that supported 
the measure, sought to paint 
an image of the county’s large 
farms as “factory farms.” But 
the coalition failed to win over 
groups that support small 
farmers and sustainable agri-
culture—and to convince vot-
ers.

“Sonoma County is home to 
some of California’s best agri-
cultural stewards,” Renata 
Brillinger, executive director of 
the California Climate and Ag-
riculture Network, said in a 
statement. Nearly all the dair-
ies that were targeted by Mea-
sure J as large CAFOs are 
family-owned, pasture-based 
farms. 

During the run-up to the 
election, Yes on J acknowl-
edged it was unable to form the 
broad alliance it wanted. It 
sought support from the Com-
munity Alliance with Family 
Farmers, and the Sonoma 
County Democratic Party, ac-
cording to Kristina Garfinkel, 
lead organizer for the Coalition 
to End Factory Farming. 

“We wanted this to be a col-
laborative thing,” she said in 
September at a Measure J de-
bate held in Santa Rosa, “but 
we were ghosted, and we nev-
er heard anything.”

The Coalition to End Fac-
tory Farming conceded Mea-

sure J’s likely defeat in a state-
ment released Nov. 5, express-
ing resolve to continue fight-
ing. 

“While the opportunity to
alleviate animal suffering and
move our society in a better
direction fell short today, we’ve
always known that this will
take time, and we trust that
people are going to get there,”
the coalition said. 

Locally, the initiative in-
flamed tensions. No on J signs
outside Sebastopol were van-
dalized, while Yes on J canvass-
ers were cursed at, according
to news reports. On Oct. 21, the
Sonoma County Farm Bureau
received an email threatening
gun violence in response to
mailers the No on J campaign
had sent out. The Farm Bureau
locked its doors the next day.

Measure J was opposed by
the Sonoma County Demo-
cratic and Republican parties,
more than a dozen county
Farm Bureaus, and groups rep-
resenting small farmers, disad-
vantaged populations, climate
action, environmental conser-
vation, realtors, law enforce-
ment, labor unions, food safe-
ty and other interests. 

Every city council in So-
noma County passed resolu-
tions opposing the measure, as
did the county’s board of su-
pervisors.

A report by California State
University, Chico, estimated
the demise of Sonoma Coun-
ty’s dairy and poultry produc-
tion would directly result in the
loss of $259 million in eco-
nomic output and 700 jobs.

A separate analysis by the
University of California Coop-
erative Extension warned
eliminating animal agriculture
in the county could cause
farmworkers to be displaced
from their farm residences and
forced out of the county due to
a lack of affordable alterna-
tives. Dairies in the county
employ around 300 people
and provide free housing and
utilities to more than 600 work-
ers and their family members.

“There’s so many people
that trust our local products
and our local brands,” Beretta
said. “That’s what really
brought everybody together.”
— Caleb Hampton, Ag Alert
assistant editor, California
Farm Bureau Federation

Sonoma County farmers celebrate Measure J defeat

R O C K  L A K E  A N G U SR O C K  L A K E  A N G U S

TUESDAY DECEMBER 10,  2024  1PMTUESDAY DECEMBER 10,  2024  1PM
at the Big Red Barn at Rock Lake in Wheatland WY

T o p  S h e l fT o p  S h e l f
B u l l  S a l eB u l l  S a l e

view catalog & sale videos @view catalog & sale videos @ 
www.rocklakeangus.comwww.rocklakeangus.com

LOT 1

LOT 12

LOT 20

LOT 23

STATESMAN / AVIATOR

THEDFORD / JUSTIFIED

THEDFORD / RESOURCE

JUSTICE / TEN X

Todd Platt    307-331 - 1 175

CED BW WW YW $M $W $B $C

+6 +.3 +81 +140 +74 +78 +183 +311

For sale day updates, check our website below or like us on FB

Joe Deeney  307-630-1593

For more information, call or text:

CED BW WW YW $M $W $B $C

+5 +1.9 +95 +170 +51 +85 +168 +269

CED BW WW YW $M $W $B $C

+13 -.8 +81 +140 +88 +95 +174 +314

CED BW WW YW $M $W $B $C

+13 -2.0 +56 +104 +73 +72 +145 +261

AAA 21014124 AAA 21014129

AAA 21014133 AAA 21013990
With winter near, now is the 

time to set up hay yards for easy 
access if you haven’t already 
done so. While sorting by lots 
and quality is important, keep 
in mind how we store can also 
impact spoilage. Are you stor-
ing hay so losses are at a mini-
mum?

Hay stored outside will be 
damaged by rain, snow, wind 
and ice this fall and winter. The 
average round bale may lose 
up to one-quarter of its original 
nutrients during storage, but 
these losses can be reduced to 
less than 10% or so. 

If we can’t get bales inside or 
under a tarp, giving space for 
air to flow around the bale to 
dry them out is better than 
placing them side to side where 
rain, snow and ice will gather 
and get trapped. Stacking un-
covered will create a similar 
problem. Worst of all is placing 
round bales on their ends so 
moisture is able directly enter 
the bale.

Does snow drift around your 
bales? Bales placed in east-

west rows often have drifts on 
the south side. Hay next to 
fencelines or trees can get extra 
snow. As snow melts it soaks 
into bales or makes the ground 
muddy. Plus, the north side 
never gets any sun so it's slow 
to dry. This year, line your bales 
up north-and-south for fewer 
drifts and faster drying as sun-
light and prevailing winds hit 
both sides of the row.

Most important is the bot-
tom of your bales. Always put 
bales on higher, well-drained 
ground so water drains away 
from them. If necessary, use 
crushed rock, railroad ties or 
even pallets to elevate bales to 
keep the bottoms dry. This also 
will reduce problems getting to 
your hay due to snow drifts or 
mud.

Plan now to store bales out-
side right. Use a single row of 
bales end to end, along with 
consideration for row orienta-
tion, and ground surface drain-
age for the best outcome. — 
Ben Beckman, Nebraska 
Extension

Storing hay to reduce losses 
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As part of a monthslong 
investigation known as Op-
eration Tractor Pull, Califor-
nia law enforcement agencies 
have uncovered an organized 
agriculture equipment theft 
ring that targeted San Joaquin 
Valley farms.

“This is a large-scale theft 
ring impacting our farmers, 
our ranchers and our agricul-
tural community,” said Tulare 
County Sheriff Mike Bou-
dreaux during an Oct. 29 press 
conference. “All of the find-
ings led us to a very sophisti-
cated effort of thieves traffick-
ing heavy agricultural ma-

chinery as an organized 
criminal activity far beyond 
the Central Valley and across 
the border into Mexico.”

After conducting extensive 
surveillance operations 
throughout the San Joaquin 
Valley, authorities said evi-
dence collected accounted 
for 24 pieces of stolen equip-
ment valued at more than 
$2.25 million. Authorities re-
covered $1.3 million worth of 
equipment.

The investigation began in 
March, when the county’s Ag 
Crimes Unit detectives 
learned about a backhoe that 

was stolen near Delano. Days 
later, the stolen vehicle recov-
ery system, known as LoJack, 
alerted detectives that the 
missing backhoe was at a 
truck stop in Tulare, Bou-
dreaux said. 

Detectives found the stolen 
equipment loaded in the back 
of a semitruck, which he said 
is not the legal method for 
transporting large equip-
ment. They also discovered a 
second backhoe and an exca-
vator reported missing from 
Kings County. The truck driv-
ers told detectives they were 
hauling stolen agricultural 
equipment across the Central 
Valley and into Mexico, Bou-
dreaux added.

A month later, Stanislaus 
County issued information 
about two other suspects con-
nected to large agriculture 
equipment thefts. The alert 
broadened the investigation, 
and by June he said detectives 
established that a sophisti-
cated network of thieves was 
responsible for theft of heavy 
equipment used by agricul-
ture and construction. 

As part of the investigation, 
authorities late last month 
served six separate search 
warrants in Los Banos, Hol-
lister, Riverdale and Lindsay. 

Detectives recovered more 
stolen equipment and 
phones, surveillance cameras 
and $46,000 cash. Drugs and 
guns were also recovered.

Seven suspects were ar-
rested in connection with the 
operation on suspicion of 
grand theft, conspiracy to 
commit a crime and receiving 
stolen property, Boudreaux 
said. Five suspects remain at 
large, he said, adding that the 
investigation is ongoing.

The multi-agency opera-
tion included participation by 
law enforcement from eight 
California counties, including 
district attorneys’ offices, city 
police departments, Califor-
nia Highway Patrol, California 
Rural Crimes Prevention Task 
Force and National Insurance 
Crime Bureau.

Fresno County Sheriff John 
Zanoni, who spoke during the 
press conference, said, “We 
are working hard and doing 
our very best to ensure that we 
can provide security for our 
farmers in our agricultural 
industry. 

“We have to do our job and 
ensure that we can arrest in-
dividuals like this to ensure 
they’re not out stealing from 
our farmers, making things 
cost more and making it al-

most impossible for our farm-
ers and ranchers and those in 
the agriculture industry to do 
their jobs,” Zanoni added. 

Tulare County farmer Zack 
Stuller, who grows citrus, per-
simmons and other tree 
crops, said his new, $150,000 
backhoe that was stolen in 
May was not recovered in the 
bust.

This past spring, after he 
noticed that his 2024 Caterpil-
lar 420 backhoe was taken 
from his equipment yard near 
Exeter, he said he alerted Tu-
lare County Ag Crimes Unit 
detectives.

“Monday morning, I went 
by the yard and I’m like, 
where’s the new backhoe? It 
wasn’t there,” said Stuller, who 
is president of the Tulare 
County Farm Bureau. “You 
can see tracks where they 
drove it across the street and 
loaded it on a big semitrailer.”

Farmers are routinely hit by 
thieves, but Stuller said the 
theft of the large machinery 
required a high level of so-
phistication. 

“They knew what they were 
doing,” Stuller said. “They 
knew how to start the back-
hoe. They had a key to start it 
and knew the default factory 
passcode and knew how to 

remove the tracker, so this 
wasn’t random.”

Tulare County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Ag Crimes Unit Sgt. Joe 
Armstrong said many thieves 
know how to disable tracking 
systems, so it is important to 
find ways to keep them hid-
den. The suspects in the large-
scale theft, he said, took every 
effort to remove any factory-
installed GPS tracking system. 
Because thieves are familiar 
with the equipment, Arm-
strong said he recommends 
farmers “harden their targets” 
by strengthening security 
measures.

It is not always convenient 
for farmers to move large 
equipment out of the field, 
but he suggests they store 
equipment in a fenced, locked 
yard and install lighting, secu-
rity cameras and “get a big, 
mean dog.” Farmers are also 
reminded to apply for an 
Owner-Applied Number, or 
OAN, to put identifying mark-
ings on equipment and prop-
erty so that recovered prop-
erty can be traced and re-
turned. Farmers can learn 
more by visiting crcptf.org/
oan-info. — Christine Souza, 
Ag Alert assistant editor, 
California Farm Bureau 
Federation

CA organized farm equipment theft ring identi ed

Efficiency proven genetics offer you up to 20% more savings on the cow herd and 20% more savings in the feedlot.

DECEMBER 4, 2024
COLUMBUS, MT • 1:00 P.M.

Maternal  

Stocker/Grass
Feedlot

Efficiency proven genetics offer you up to 20% more savings on the cow herd and 20% more savings in the feedlot.Efficiency proven genetics offer you up to 20% more savings on the cow herd and 20% more savings in the feedlot.
It doesn’t cost you any more than making sure you’re using the right bulls and the right program. 

DECEMBER 4, 2024DECEMBER 4, 2024
COLUMBUS, MT • 1:00 P.M.COLUMBUS, MT • 1:00 P.M.
• 30 Coming Two-Year-Old Angus Bulls

• 120 Fall Yearling Angus Bulls
• 45 Registered Angus Bred Heifers

MaternalMaternal  Research has shown efficiency gains of 10-20% reduction in feed intake in females tested to be negative RFI or sired
by negative RFI bulls with no impact on weaning weight, fertility, or yearling weight, yielding a $100 - $150 savings. 

Stocker/GrassStocker/Grass A 20% savings in wintering and pasture costs can easily yield another $50 - $70/hd
FeedlotFeedlot Improvements in feed conversion have consistently been proven up to 20%.

Just 15% improvement would be $150/hd savings.                                                  

McDonnell Angus
Leo & Sam McDonnell

Columbus, MT • 406-780-0176

MJB Angus
Matt Brown

Lodge Grass, MT • 406-679-1796

Frosty Creek Angus
Terry & LaVonne Frost

Roundup, MT • 406-323-3415

Sale will be broadcast online at www.frontierlivesale.com • Sale Books & Videos at www.mcdonnellbeefcountry.com

Sire: Frosty Crk Justified 318
CED +8 // BW -0.1 // WW +76 // YW +130 

Milk +32 // Marb. +.376 // REA +.08
$M +80 // $C +264

Si Sire: McD Congress 3153
CED +8 // BW +0.1 // WW +71 // YW +126 

Milk +22 // Marb. +.99 // REA +.88
$M +77 // $C +299

3Sire: McD Sterling Confidence 348
CED +10 // BW +0.1 // WW +59 // YW +102

 Milk +31 // Marb. +.68 // REA +.59
$M +76 // $C +226

3 8

Sire: McD 406 Prolific 17L
CED -2 // BW +12.5 // WW +83 // YW +136 

Milk +22 // Marb. +.78 // REA +.49
$M +87 // $C +285

7LLSire: McD Barricade 3177
CED +5 // BW +0.9 // WW +89 // YW +145 

Milk +27 // Marb. +.53 // REA +.26
$M +90 // $C +253

Sire: McD Commodore 366
CED +10 // BW -0.2 // WW +79 // YW +140 

Milk +29 // Marb. +.70 // REA +.57
$M +78 // $C +266

Sire: McD Architect 3213
CED +15 // BW -0.7 // WW +79 // YW +134

Milk +32 // Marb. +.07 // REA +.61
$M +92 // $C +255

SiFrost Crk Bomber G091-398
CED +12 // BW -0.4 // WW +65 // YW +117

Milk +25 // Marb +.70 // REA +.55

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of l ivestock 
producers, WLJ’s  Youth 
Opportunities calendar lists 
internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- 
a n d  l i vesto c k- fo c u se d 
students, listed by application 
deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to 
announce, please email it to 
editorial@wlj.net.)
Dec. 31 – Applications are 
now open for the 2025 Texas 

& Southwestern Cattle 
R a i s e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
C o n v e n t i o n  &  E x p o 
internship program held April 
8-13, 2025, in Fort Worth, 
TX. Details: tscra.org/
students.
Rolling – Upper Iowa Beef is 
now accepting applications 
for its 2025 summer 
internships across various 
fields. Details: Jacey Bina at 
jbina@upperiowabeef.com 
or 563-566-2202.

Y Os
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Hay stocks for winter feeding 
of Texas’ cattle herd are much-
improved compared to last 
year, but the early outlook for 
cool-season grazing has been 
dampened by drought, accord-
ing to Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service experts.

Winter feeding costs are 
likely to be lower than last year, 
but the ongoing dry spell across 
much of the state has cattle 
producers cautiously optimis-
tic about sustaining their herds 
into spring. 

Vanessa Corriher-Olson, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension for-
age specialist in the Texas A&M 
Department of Soil and Crop 
Sciences, said hay supplies are 
better than they have been go-
ing into the past two winters, 
but the quality may be an issue.

Much of the hay-producing 
areas, especially East Texas, 
experienced rainy conditions 
as the first spring cuttings were 
mature. Soggy conditions de-
layed many first cuttings and/
or post-harvest fertilizer ap-
plications, and some hay may 

have been rained on before it 
was baled. Those scenarios all 
can lead to reductions in hay 
quality.

“The moisture prevented 
folks from getting into their 
fields at the right time to opti-
mize the nutrient value, and if 
they weren’t able to apply 
timely fertilizer, that will have 
an effect on future cuttings,” 
she said. “I’ve seen some hay 
analyses around East Texas, 
and while it may be adequate 
for mature dry cows, any heif-
ers, stockers and cows with 
calves will need additional pro-
tein and energy.”

Supplemental feeding 
prices improve

Fortunately, prices for sup-
plemental livestock rations like 
liquid feed and range cubes 
have softened some, said Jason 
Cleere, Ph.D., AgriLife Exten-
sion beef cattle specialist in the 
Department of Animal Sci-
ence.

For example, a ton of range 
cubes is about $40-60 less per 
ton than this time last year. The 
higher hay stocks and lower 
supplemental feed prices 
translate into lower costs for 
ranchers through winter.

“Calf prices are still really 
high, and most producers 
aren’t going to spend as much 
on hay and supplementation, 
which means the cost-per-day 
to winter a cow is down,” he 
said. “That translates into more 
money in their pocket.”

Grazing conditions 
in decline

Fall and winter grazing con-
ditions may be better than last 
year, but rangelands and pas-
tures are declining due to 
drought and above-average 
temperatures, Corriher-Olson 
said. Declining soil moisture 
across much of the state is also 
impacting producers’ ability to 
establish cool-season annuals 
like winter wheat, oats and 

ryegrass.
In recent weeks, AgriLife Ex-

tension agents in counties 
around the state have shared a 
mixed bag of results for pro-
ducers who planted winter 
wheat and other cool-season 
grasses for fall grazing. Some 
producers were moving stock-
er calves to graze on good, es-
tablished wheat stands.

However, producers were 
dealing with challenges or con-
tinued to wait for rain before 
planting cool-season forages. 
Many acres prepared for wheat 
and oats are still unplanted due 
to low soil moisture and a poor 
rain outlook. On other acres, 
seeds were dusted in or plant-
ed into suboptimal soil mois-
ture resulting in no germina-
tion, germinated seeds and 
poor emergence, or post-
emergent failure that will re-
quire replanting.

Some fields in a few counties 
that emerged well were devas-
tated by armyworms and will 
likely need replanting.

Corriher-Olson said produc-

ers should still consider the 
value of winter forages and 
dry-plant now or be ready to 
plant before any precipitation.

“I’m not surprised produc-
ers are delaying planting winter 
pasture and questioning 
whether they are going to 
plant, but I think it’s still worth 
the risk to address the hay qual-
ity issue for a lot of folks,” she 
said.

Drought stalling 
herd rebuild

Overall, Cleere said there is 
more optimism among cattle 
producers going into this win-
ter than last year. Winter graz-
ing conditions will continue to 
be a concern for ranchers until 
they receive adequate rainfall 
to support cool-season grass 
establishment and produc-
tion.

Ranchers remain cautious 
when it comes to rebuilding 
the cow herd due to the dryer 
conditions they are experienc-

ing, as well as memories of the 
past two years of serious 
droughts, he said.

There were 4.65 million beef 
cattle in Texas in 2019, but the 
number declined to 4.15 mil-
lion in January 2024, the lowest 
point since 1961, after back-to-
back years of drought and poor 
hay and forage production.

David Anderson, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension economist 
in the Department of Agricul-
tural Economics, said he ex-
pects the January 2025 USDA 
cattle inventory report to show 
further declines based on the 
high numbers of heifers going 
to feedlots and cows going to 
meat packers.

“It’s certainly a different situ-
ation than last year,” Cleere 
said. “Producers will continue 
to retain replacement heifers, 
but it depends on whether they 
can hold back a number that 
indicates they are rebuilding 
their herds to pre-drought lev-
els.” — Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension

TX hay stocks improve cattle winter feeding outlook

Home of America’s Longest Established Annual Bull Sale

(406) 423-7500
STEVENSONANGUSSTEVENSONANGUS.com.com

Hobson • White Sulphur Springs
MONTANA

Where Cattlemen Buy Their Bulls . . .

Improve SubstanceImprove Substance Improve DimensionImprove Dimension

Improve MaternalImprove Maternal

Improve CarcassImprove Carcass

Improve PerformanceImprove Performance

Text for Your 
Sale Book!

 (406) 350-5443

Why settle for less… 
Buy theBuy the Best!Best!

 Athletic, Age Advantaged Bulls, Cover More Country and Cover More Cows

DECEMBER 3DECEMBER 3
   2024

TUESDAYTUESDAY

FREE
Natio

nwide Bu
ll Delivery!

400 ANGUS SELL
140 TWO YEAR OLD BULLS
Never Been Picked Over . . . PAP Tested!
Developed Specifically for This Offering

125 YEARLING BULLS
Our Most Progressive Genetics, 

Trait Leading Sire Groups

60 REGISTERED
BRED HEIFERS

75 COMMERCIAL
BRED FEMALES

One Load of AI Bred Heifers
One Load of Young Spring Calving Cows
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JACOBSEN BULLS...
WITH GENETICS THAT MAKE CATTLEMEN MORE PROFIT!

DECEMBER 2, 2024
Western Livestock Auction, Great Falls, MT 

Lunch at noon | Sale starts at 1 p.m.

SELLING 95 BULLS
SALERS  |  SALERS-ANGUS HYBRIDS  |  ANGUS

A N N U A L
PRODUCTION 
S A L E

SALE DAY: 406.727.5400

 FREE WINTERING & DELIVERY OF BULLS 

View and Bid at CattleUSA.com
Call Western Livestock Auction 
to register to bid: 406.727.5400

Cull bulls and Lytle steers put on feed at Dinklage 
Feeds, Fort Morgan, CO. Outstanding performance 

record with a daily gain of 4.69 and a cost of gain at 
87 cents. These were spring calves, not yearlings. 

Cory Parett, Dinklage manager said the COG was the 
best in the entire 30,000-head feedlot.

CUSTOMERS GET MORE POUNDS AND 
ADDED VALUE WITH JACOBSEN BULLS!

VIEW CATALOG ONLINE AT JACOBSENLIVESTOCK.COM.

325 COMMERCIAL BRED HEIFERS
Fancy and functional set of bred heifers, including many home-raised heifers.

AI’ed to calve late February. Bull breds to calve in March-April. 
Featuring a fancy set of heifers, average 1,050+ lbs.

CUSTOMER SUCCESS!

Wade Jacobsen & Family - 406.799.5889 | Conrad - 406.781.1604
Fax: 406.264.5883 • Email: wadej@3riversdbs.net

1282 U.S. Highway 89 • Sun River, MT 59483

JACOBSEN 
RANCH

LOT 12: JSR REGAL 4249M
Act BW: 64 | Adj 205: 701
BW -1 | WW +65 | YW +90 | Milk +6

LOT 60: JSR L CHARM 4243M
Act BW: 76 | Adj 205: 865
BW -0.3  | WW +82 | YW +126 | Milk +20

LOT 21: JSR TRAILBLAZER 4315M
Act BW: 86 | Adj 205: 908
BW +2.2  | WW +77 | YW +120 | Milk +16

LOT 89: JR SALVATION 4633
Act BW: 80 | Adj 205: 750
BW +2.6  | WW +77 | YW +127 | Milk +24

LOT 3: JSR TACTICAL 435M
Act BW: 90 | Adj 205: 816
BW +2.8  | WW +73 | YW +104 | Milk +16 BRED HEIFERS

Argentine beef exports to US increase
Argentina’s beef exports reached a 57-year high in the 

first nine months of this year, Reuters reports, with ship-
ments growing to the U.S. and Chile. Official data shows 
nearly 700,000 metric tons of beef were exported from 
January to September, with China purchasing almost 70% 
of this volume. Following China, the European Union and 
Israel were the next largest buyers. Argentina’s beef exports 
span 48 countries, with notable increases in shipments to 
the U.S. by 46%, Chile by 21% and Israel by 11% compared 
to last year.

Tyson reports mixed earnings
Tyson Foods Inc. reported notable gains in its chicken 

segment and lessened losses for its pork and beef seg-
ments for the fourth fiscal quarter ending Sept. 28. Sales 
in the chicken segment saw a 2.3% sales increase, though 
volumes dipped slightly by 0.7%. The company’s pork 
division saw an increase in volume by 3.2%, while prices 
fell 6.9%. In beef, demand remained high, with a 3.7% rise 
in volume despite a tight U.S. beef supply and limited herd 
rebuilding. The beef segment posted an operating loss of 
$71 million for the quarter, an improvement from last 
year’s $323 million loss, while quarterly beef sales reached 
$5.26 billion. Tyson projects higher protein production in 
fiscal year 2025 for its chicken and pork segments and a 
2% decrease in beef production. 

WY sells land within Grand Teton
Wyoming officials voted to proceed with the $100 mil-

lion sale of state-owned land within Grand Teton Na-
tional Park to the federal government, ending longstand-
ing threats to sell it to private developers. The decision by 
the state Board of Land Commissioners advances efforts 
to incorporate the parcel, which offers unobstructed Teton 
Range views, into the park. According to The Associated 
Press, Wyoming governors have threatened such sales to 
compel a federal purchase. The latest deal includes $62 
million from a federal fund, with the remainder funded 
privately. The U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s forth-
coming plan is expected to meet Wyoming lawmakers’ 
stipulations, advancing the sale without restrictions on oil 
and gas development.

BLM acquires land in Upper Gold Creek 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and The Na-

ture Conservancy (TNC) completed the first land acquisi-
tion in Montana’s Blackfoot River Watershed, securing 
3,264 acres of the Upper Gold Creek East Parcel as fed-
eral public land on Nov. 6. Funded by the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, this acquisition marks the initial 
phase of the Gold and Twin Creeks project, aiming to 
transfer an additional 17,000 acres. The agency also re-
cently signed a co-stewardship agreement with the Con-
federated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, strengthening their 
ongoing collaboration with TNC to restore and manage 
the historic landscape.

New processing plant in Utah
Utah rancher Korey Wright and his team established 

the Bar-W Beef facility in Nephi, UT, giving ranchers a new 
option for processing animals. The 33,000-square-foot 
facility integrates advanced technology, including a waste-
water treatment system and hygienic equipment, to 
lower contamination risk. According to KSL TV, Bar-W 
Beef has its own cattle, feedlot and processing plant, which 
is handled by an on-site USDA inspector. They buy from 
local ranchers, process custom orders and offer retail and 
subscription services.

Vending machine offers meat options
The E Butchery on Main, started by Nerbas Bros. Angus, 

combines direct-to-consumer sales with vending machine 
convenience, making local meat accessible for buyers. “It 
merges kind of traditional ways of farming and connec-
tions to producers but yet incorporates modernization 
and technology at the same time,” Arron Nerbas told news 
outlet Manitoba Co-operator. Run by the Nerbas family 
in Shellmouth, Manitoba, Canada, the multigenerational 
cow-calf operation partners with Cut-Rite Meats, a 
nearby processing facility that handles the butchering and 
packaging. The cashless, self-serve vending model lets 
customers conveniently purchase individual cuts or mul-
tiple items. Open since July 15, it has drawn community 
interest and offers a unique, modern approach to sup-
porting local agriculture, inspiring similar models in small 
Manitoba towns.

Irrigated farms, acreage down
According to the 2023 Irrigation and Water Manage-

ment Survey from USDA's National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS), 212,714 U.S. farms irrigated 53.1 million 
acres with 81 million acre-feet of water. The survey com-
pleted every five years by NASS showed in 2018, 231,474 
farms irrigated 55.9 million acres with 83.4 million acre-
feet. The survey noted that groundwater from on-farm 
wells supplied 54% of irrigation water, with an average well 
depth of 241 feet. Arkansas, California, Idaho, Nebraska 
and Texas represented half of the irrigated acres and more 
than half of the water applied. 

SSTORY TORY SSHORTSHORTS
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on resource uses and gave 
more opportunities for 
considering compensatory 
mitigation to offset impacts 
on sage grouse and its hab-
itat.  

The preferred alternative 
will exclude solar and wind 
energy development and 
oil and gas leases on prior-
ity habitat management 
areas. The presence of a 
habitat management area 
would not affect whether or 
not livestock grazing was 
allowed, and the existing 
areas would be maintained 
for grazing as long as land 
health standards are met. 
Oregon would retain or 
modify based on site-spe-
cific information.

Wild horse and burro 
management will be incor-
porated into greater sage-
grouse habitat objectives, 
and monitoring appropri-
ate management levels and 

gathers will be prioritized.

Reactions
Environmental groups 

say the plan doesn’t go far 
enough to protect the spe-
cies.

“Letting anti-conserva-
tion states and extractive 
interests get their way above 
all else is something we ex-
pect to have to fight in the 
next administration, and it’s 
disappointing that this is 
what the Biden administra-
tion is leaving us with as 
well,” said Greta Anderson, 
deputy director of the West-
ern Watersheds Project. 
“What a squandered op-
portunity.”

Greens said the plans fail 
to fix problems from draft 
plans, such as providing 
adequate buffers for habitat 
and ensuring livestock 
grazing “doesn’t deplete 
vegetation.” Additionally, 
the groups said they are dis-
appointed the highest level 

of protection is given to 4 
million acres of priority 
sagebrush habitat, com-
pared to 11 million acres in 
the 2015 plan.

Wyoming Gov. Mark Gor-
don (R) criticized the plan, 
saying it does not adequate-
ly consider Wyoming’s 
state-level expertise in sage 
grouse management. “Wy-
oming is the stronghold of 
sage-grouse in the West, 
with millions of acres of 
valuable sage-grouse habi-
tat; we have shown how to 
successfully manage this 
bird and do so in a way that 
allows for protection of core 
habitat alongside respon-
sible development,” he said. 
“The document offered to 
Wyoming today is a product 
of a process that devalued 
state-generated science 
and collaboration.”

Idaho lawmakers con-
curred, saying, “Manage-
ment considerations can-
not be rushed simply for the 
administration’s political 

convenience. Adequate 
time, resources, and local 
input are necessary to en-
sure the end result is feasi-
ble  and scienti f ical ly 
sound.”

Sportsmen’s organiza-
tions expressed cautious 
optimism about the plan. 
“The collaborative ap-
proach reflected in these 
plans, and now their proper 
implementation, is critical 
to ensuring healthy sage-
brush ecosystems continue 
to provide opportunities for 
sportsmen and women who 
cherish these public lands 
and this iconic bird,” said 
Kaden McArthur, govern-
ment relations manager for 
Backcountry Hunters & An-
glers.

Protests will be accepted 
through Dec. 9 at tinyurl.
com/mrxtpzn2. The entire 
486-page plan can be 
v i e w e d  a t  t i n y u r l .
com/29hdmkxc. — Anna
Miller, WLJ managing edi-
tor

SAGE GROUSE
(from page 1)

Mixed reactions to sage grouse plan
Beyond Meat settles false advertising claims

Beyond Meat agreed to a $7.5 million class action 
settlement over allegations that it overstated the 
protein content and quality of its products. Consum-
ers alleged they were misled by Beyond Meat’s claims 
about the amount of protein found in its products 
along with the quality of ingredients used, and were 
tricked into paying higher prices. Beyond Meat did 
not admit any wrongdoing but agreed to settle. Con-
sumers who purchased certain products between 
May 31, 2018, and Aug. 14, 2024, were eligible to re-
ceive a one-time cash award of $2 for each eligible 
product they purchased, receiving up to $10.

Canada ends port strikes
Canada ended port strikes in the country’s biggest 

ports in Vancouver and Montreal on Nov. 12. Port 
workers went on strike on Nov. 4 after raising con-
cerns over wages and working conditions. Labour 
Minister Steven MacKinnon ordered to end the strike 
and impose binding arbitration. “As the economic 
losses threaten the country and begin to mount, it is 
up to the government to ensure that ... we can get on 
with the economic life of this country and avoid lay-
offs and other carnage,” MacKinnon said during a 
press conference, according to a Reuter’s report. 
International Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 
514 (ILWU), representing dockworkers on strike, said 
it will file a legal challenge to the minister’s orders. 
“We will not forget how these employers and this 
federal Liberal government have attacked not only 
the ILWU but all of labor,” ILWU Local 514 President 
Frank Morena said. 

UN calls for global meat tax
At the 2024 United Nations (U.N.) Climate Change 

Conference, the True Animal Protein Price (TAPP) 
Coalition urged countries to begin taxing meat to 
reduce “animal protein overconsumption” and 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. The coalition called 
countries such as the U.S., Australia, Canada and the 
United Kingdom “laggards” in adopting food pricing 
policies as the European Union Commission has 
done. The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization 
released a report on Nov. 8 that weighed the impact 
of introducing taxes on certain foods, including meat.

Reality star farmer pleads guilty to fraud
Steve A. McBee, a farmer from Gallatin, MO, who 

stars in the TV series “The McBee Dynasty: Real 
American Cowboys,” pleaded guilty to one count of 
federal crop insurance fraud. McBee admitted that 
from 2018-20 he submitted fraudulent documents to 
a company reinsured by the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation that underreported his total 2018 corn 
crop by 674,812 bushels and his total 2018 soybean 
crop by 155,833 bushels. The Department of Justice 
said he received $2,605,943 in federal crop insurance 
benefits and $552,980 in federal crop insurance pre-
mium subsidies to which he was not entitled, for a 
total of $3,158,923. McBee faces up to 30 years in 
prison and must pay restitution. 

BLM allocates $25M to horse adoptions
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) an-

nounced several new partnerships that will receive 
up to $25 million in funding to help adopt feral 
horses and burros. Five new public-private partner-
ship agreements are intended to help place about 
11,000 feral horses and burros over and above the 
existing adoption program. The agency said the 
agreements could save taxpayers $160 million by 
reducing the costs to care for unadopted animals, 
which costs about $15,000 per animal over its lifetime. 
“By working with partners, we can reduce the number 
of animals in off-range facilities and ensure a healthy 
balance on public lands,” said BLM Director Tracy 
Stone-Manning. The agreements are with Texas-
based Forever Branded, Oregon-based Teens and 
Oregon Mustangs, Colorado-based Meeker Mustang 
Makeover, California-based Sacramento Sheriff ’s 
Office Wild Horse Program and Washington-based 
Mustang Yearlings Washington Youth.

Suit brought over NV snail 
Greens and a Tribal group have notified the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) of their intent to 
sue the agency over the Kings River pyrg springsnail 
in Nevada. The groups allege the snail is facing threats 
from habitat degradation and the Thacker Pass 
Lithium Mine in northern Nevada. “The FWS has 
unlawfully delayed its decision on whether to provide 
protection for the Kings River pyrg and missed the 
deadline for the required 12-month finding on West-
ern Watersheds Project’s petition,” said the Western 
Watersheds Project and People of Red Mountain. 
Western Watersheds Project initially petitioned the 
agency in 2022 and the People of Red Mountain 
submitted public comments during the status review. 
“Today’s notice of intent is a crucial step toward en-
suring that the species receives the protections it 
urgently needs,” the groups said.

L LL L
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As the fall continues to pro-
vide us with extremely dry con-
ditions, fall growth of forages 
will be limited this year. Cow-
calf producers should be devel-
oping a drought plan as we 
move through the fall and win-
ter. Below are a few tips to con-
sider when navigating these 
dry fall conditions.

Things to consider during 
these dry conditions include: 

Monitor body condition 
and record. Be sure to record 
body condition scores of cattle 
and monitor condition every 

month. Excessive losses in 
body stores reflect insufficient 
nutrient intake and should be 
corrected. Excessive body tis-
sue loss can reduce milk pro-
duction, lengthen anestrus 
and reduce herd productivity.

Feed hay early. Total dry 
matter intake is negatively im-
pacted when forage availabil-
ity is limited. Providing stored 
forages such as hay early in the 
fall when pastures are not 
growing from lack of precipita-
tion will help reduce body con-
dition loss.

Cull. As market prices re-
main strong, now may be a 
time to consider culling opens, 
cows with structural issues, 
cows at the bottom of list pro-
duction-wise, or those with 
poor disposition.

Early wean. Lactation in-
creases nutrient needs of cows 
significantly. Weaning calves 
can be done with confidence 
as early as 90 days with success 
but waiting until calves are 120 
days will reduce post-weaning 
management needs. Weaning 
will lower the nutrient demand 

for cows and aid in maintain-
ing body condition.

Substitute forage with 
grain. Using low-starch, highly 
digestible fibrous coproduct 
feedstuffs such as soybean 
hulls, wheat middlings, beet 
pulp and others can be used as 
means to increase energy in-
take. When providing coprod-
uct or grain supplements, for-
age intake is not reduced on a 
1:1 ratio. The actual forage in-
take may only be decreased by 
about 0.5 pound of dry matter 
for each pound of supplement 

dry matter offered.
Consider feeding an iono-

phore. Research has shown 
providing beef cows with 200 
milligrams of an ionophore 
such as monensin reduces gas-
eous energy losses associated 
with rumen fermentation. Re-
search from Kentucky found 
that feeding an ionophore to 
beef cows maintained similar 
body condition and weights 
when cows were offered 15% 
less hay compared to cows that 
were not provided monensin. 
Ionophores must be mixed in 
with at least 1 lb. of grain for 
beef cows but can be offered 
free choice in mineral mixtures 
or tubs to feeders and replace-
ment heifers.

Have municipal water as a 
back-up. As limited precipita-
tion continues to linger, ponds, 
streams, creeks, and springs 
dry up. Cows need 10-20 gal-
lons of water daily. Limiting 
water intake will result in re-
duced dry matter intake and 
production. Having a waterer 
that is connected to a munici-
pal water supply will ensure 
that cattle will have access to 
clean water. Don’t forget to 
ensure the water supply is 
turned on, tank floats are work-
ing, and the tanks have been 
cleaned.

Consider creep for fall-
born calves. Nursing calves 
will have a fully functional ru-
men around 6-10 weeks of age. 
Reduced forage availability 
and quality will reduce milk 
production by the dam, but 

also limit nutrient intake of the
calves. Limited forage nutrient
intake and reduced milk con-
sumption will reduce weaning
weights and prevent calves
from meeting their genetic po-
tential for gain. Creep feeding
can provide access to addi-
tional feed and increase the
nutritional plane of calves.
Creep feeding may be in the
form of higher quality forages
or grain supplementation.

Control internal parasites.
Young cattle are most suscep-
tible to internal parasites. Work
with your veterinarian to mon-
itor fecal egg counts and de-
velop a protocol to control in-
ternal parasites in cattle.

Liquidate. In the event that 
forage and/or water resources
are not available, the best op-
tion may be to sell the herd.
Starving cattle is unacceptable
and not an option. As an own-
er of livestock, it is your respon-
sibility to ensure cattle are pro-
vided access to forage and
water. Selling cattle during a
high market and waiting for to
buy back when prices fall can
be a viable option.

Hopefully there is some
much-needed precipitation
before frost to improve pasture
conditions. However, the
shortened day lengths and lin-
gering frost will limit forage
production. Develop your
plans and be ready to act rath-
er than hoping for rain next
week. — Dr. Jeff Lehmkuhler, 
University of Kentucky Ex-
tension 

Coping with low precipitation this season

Reproductive management 
is at the foundation of a suc-
cessful cow-calf herd. Howev-
er, enhanced reproductive 
technologies are not readily 
incorporated as seen in the 
results of the 2017 USDA Na-
tional Animal Health Monitor-
ing System Beef Cow-calf 
study. 

Results of this study indi-
cated that of heifers bred for 
calving in 2017, 76.8% were 
bred only by bulls, and 15.1% 
were bred by a combination of 
artificial insemination (AI) and 
bull breeding. Of cows bred for 
calving in 2017, 92.9% were 
bred only by bulls, and 5.5% 
were bred by a combination of 
AI and bull breeding. Estrus 
synchronization was utilized in 
only 7.3% of all operations.

As producers approach 

breeding season, plans should 
be developed to fit the needs of 
the operation in coordination 
with veterinary input. Breeding 
soundness evaluations and 
pregnancy detections should 
be standard in all breeding 
herds. Reproductive technolo-
gies when used appropriately 
improve herd health, efficien-
cy, genetics and overall profit-
ability. Enhanced reproductive 
protocols can be utilized for 
operations incorporating AI as 
well as exclusively bull bred 
herds. 

Estrus synchronization in-
volves manipulating the es-
trous cycle of heifers and cows 
so that a large group of females 
come into heat at the same 
time. Various hormone-based 
protocols are used to achieve 
estrus synchronization, mak-

ing it easier to manage breed-
ing and improve pregnancy 
rates.

By synchronizing estrus, 
producers can breed multiple 
cows simultaneously, poten-
tially reducing the time and 
labor required for heat detec-
tion and insemination. Al-
though this technique is most 
often used in conjunction with 
AI to maximize reproductive 
efficiency, advantages can also 
be seen in bull-bred herds. 
Estrus synchronization allows 
for more precise timing of calv-
ing. 

AI is one of the most widely 
used reproductive technolo-
gies in the beef industry. AI 
allows producers to access su-
perior genetics enabling them 
to improve a variety of traits in 
the resulting calf crop. More-

over, AI reduces the need for 
keeping a large number of bulls 
on-site, thereby lowering bull 
maintenance costs, decreasing 
disease transmission, and im-
proving animal and human 
safety. 

Great resources exist for pro-
ducers seeking to integrate or 
improve their reproductive 
strategies. Notable examples 
are those provided by the Beef 
Reproduction Task Force. The 
task force offers a variety of free 
resources including webinars, 
synchronization protocols and 
decision tools such as the Es-
trus Synchronization Planner 
and AI Cowculator. More infor-
mation on these resources can 
be found at www.beefrepro.
org. — Rosslyn Biggs, DVM, 
Oklahoma beef cattle Exten-
sion specialist

Enhancing reproductive success in the cow-calf herd
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Awareness has elevated at 
Silver Spur Ranch Kiowa Creek 
division, as a wolf caught by a 
licensed trapper on their ranch 
this spring makes them even 
more aware of what lurks in the 
woods.

This wolf, of the Great Lakes 
population, has different ge-
netics than those which were 
released in late 2023 in north-
central Colorado following the 
passage of Proposition 114 in 
November 2020.

Silver Spur Ranch Kiowa 
Creek division is participating 
in DTN’s View From the Range 
series, where DTN will follow a 
year at the ranch to give readers 
an inside look at how the ranch 
operates and cares for its ani-
mals.

This seventh segment in the 
series looks at how wildlife can 
affect the everyday happenings 
and management of the cattle 
ranch.

“When voters get to make 
decisions that won’t affect 
them directly, those who are 
affected, like us ranchers, suf-
fer,” said manager Decky Spill-
er speaking of the measure 
passed by Colorado voters to 
reintroduce wolves to the state.

While the wolf found at Sil-
ver Spur Kiowa Creek wasn’t 
from the recent wolf release 
north of Boulder, CO, the con-
cern has certainly built. Spiller 
received a call in early April 
from the man who is licensed 
to trap coyotes on their ranch. 
The ranch gets a government-
approved trapping permit dur-
ing their spring calving season 
to prevent loss of calves to the 
predators.

“He called and asked where 
I was and said he needed to see 
me right away,” Spiller ex-
plained. “I could hear the con-

cern in his voice and got to him 
as soon as I could. I thought the 
cows in that pasture had acted 
a bit strange when I rode 
through them that morning, 
but I wasn’t sure why.”

When Spiller arrived, they 
went to the trapping area and 
that’s when he saw the very 
large canine, which he thought 
could have been a wolf-dog 
cross. People have the hybrid 
animals for pets and often can’t 
handle them, thus releasing in 
the wild. The canine had been 
caught by its paw in the trap 
and from what they could tell 
from the ground around the 
animal, it had been killed by 
the cows after causing a com-
motion when not being able to 
get out of the coyote trap. 

An immediate call to Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
was made to report the animal, 
which had been identified as 
an 89-pound male, approxi-
mately 2 1/2 years old and in 
good condition. The CPW of-
ficer collected tissue samples 
for DNA analysis, which re-
vealed this animal was a gray 
wolf from the Great Lakes 
population, distinctly different 
from the population of the 
northern Rockies.

“We are concerned about 
how a wolf from the Great 
Lakes region could have found 
its way to Kiowa,” Spiller said. 
The city is 50 miles southeast 
of Denver. “It surely didn’t 
travel here on its own and it 
didn’t have a tracking collar. 
There really is no answer to 
that, but the fact that it hap-
pened is a problem.”

Spiller said being a young 
male, it could have been some-
one’s pet. If it is from a pack, 
often the younger males are 
pushed out; but regardless, he 

is concerned that the wolf may 
not be running by himself, 
which triggers concern for their 
cowherd.

More wildlife 
concerns

Other wild animals that 
cause concern about losing 
calves include mountain lions. 
Spiller said this hunting season 
is a lot more closely managed. 
Hunting dogs are used to tree 
the mountain lions, so they are 
sure to be getting the mature 
males, and this is only done 
during hunting season which 
starts in the fall and continues 
into the spring.

Mountain lion tags are avail-
able over the counter, but only 
to those who have taken and 
passed an exam to acquire a 
Mountain Lion Education Cer-
tificate issued by the CPW.

The main animal causing 
problems at Silver Spur Kiowa 
Creek division is elk. They have 
nearly 1,800 elk total in three 
groups on the ranch. Elk cause 
issues with feeding on grass 
and hay, consuming water 
needed for cattle and destroy-
ing fences. Spiller said they 
don’t have many health prob-
lems associated with the elk, 
thankfully. 

“The elk in Colorado are a 
problem. The population dy-
namic is out of control. Where 
the people are, the populations 
are closely watched, but out on 
the range, we have issues,” he 
said. “Since we are part of the 
Ranching for Wildlife Program, 
we must follow the program’s 
regulations.” 

Ranching for Wildlife started 
as a pilot program in 1986 with 
the intent to improve public 
hunting access to private land 

and to form a wildlife manage-
ment partnership with partici-
pating landowners according 
to the CPW website. 

The program provides Colo-
rado residents a unique op-
portunity to hunt on private 
ranchland normally closed to 
the public. Participating ranch-
es provide public hunting rec-
reation access to their land free 
of charge to those who draw 
licenses.

Spiller said the hunting sea-
son for this program is different 
than on public lands. Silver 
Spur hired an outfitter to take 
care of the hunting on the 
ranch to be sure those attaining 
the licenses are following these 
guidelines and are in the right 
spot. “When people go elk 
hunting, they want to shoot the 
big bulls, but our problem 
tends to be with the number of 
elk cows and calves that are 
running on the ranch,” he add-
ed. 

The wear and tear the elk 
cause is tremendous. When 
they move from one pasture to 
the next, the first few will jump 
the fence and the remaining 

animals run through it. Spiller 
said they always check perim-
eter fences before moving 
cattle to a new pasture and 
every time they are in an area 
they know the elk have been. 
He said it is easier to mend the 
fences than to build a com-
pletely new fence. 

Besides destroying fences, 
they must take into account 
how many elk are in an area 
when moving cows to a new 
pasture for grazing. Spiller said 
he would guess about two elk 
equals one beef cow, so with 
1,800 elk running on the ranch, 
they really must watch the 
grass. 

“The elk really do a number 
on our hay crop too. The third 
cutting of alfalfa is the same 
time as elk are in rut. They can 
move into a field, and have it 
grazed off in a very short time,” 
he said. “And they will destroy 
hay bales as well. We have to be 
creative in how we stack hay to 
prevent as little loss as possi-
ble.” High fencing doesn’t al-
ways help as the elk will tear it 
down to get to the hay behind 
the wire. 

Deer and pronghorn ante-
lope are common in the area 
also but cause less damage. 
Both have hunting seasons 
with purchased licenses in a 
draw/lottery option. By being 
in the Ranching for Wildlife 
program, Silver Spur is notified 
when hunters are expected, 
and the outfitter sets the 
ground rules and takes care of 
directing the hunts.

While there are several dis-
eases that can be transmitted 
back and forth between wild-
life and beef cattle, the Kiowa 
Creek Division hasn’t had 
much issue with any. They 
keep their cattle vaccinated for 
any diseases that could cause 
a problem.

Spiller said he would like to 
find a better way to manage the 
elk problem, but they have 
learned how to manage around 
them.

As for the wolf, he’s hoping 
it’s a one-time problem, but is 
cautious concerning the 
chances of seeing more of the 
predators in the future. — Jen-
nifer Carrico, DTN senior 
livestock editor

Wildlife cause challenges for Colorado ranchers

The U.S. and Mexico agreed 
to amend a 1944 water treaty, 
which might bring some relief 
to South Texas farmers strug-
gling with scarce water.

The International Water and 
Boundar y Commission 
(IBWC), a federal agency that 
oversees international water 
treaties between the U.S. and 
Mexico, announced the two 
countries had signed a highly 
anticipated agreement that will 
give Mexico more options to 
meet its water deliveries to the 
U.S. Mexico still needs to give 
the U.S. more than a million 
acre-feet of water.

South Texas farmers and 
ranchers have been devastated 
lately by low rainfall and Mex-
ico falling behind on its deliver-
ies to the region.

Under the 1944 internation-
al treaty, Mexico must deliver 
1,750,000 acre-feet of water to 
the U.S. from six tributaries 
every five years, or an average 
of 350,000 acre-feet every year. 
But Mexico is at a high risk of 
not meeting that deadline. The 
country still has a balance of 
more than 1.3 million acre-feet 
of water it needs to deliver by 
October 2025.

The new amendment will 
allow Mexico to meet its deliv-
ery obligations by giving up 
water that was allotted to the 
country under the treaty. It also 
allows Mexico to transfer water 
it has stored at the Falcon and 
Amistad international reser-
voirs to the U.S.

Additionally, the agreement 
gives Mexico the option of de-
livering water it doesn’t need 
from the San Juan and Alamo 
rivers, which are not part of the 
six tributaries.

The amendment also ad-
dresses a current offer Mexico 
made to give the U.S. 120,000 
acre-feet of water. South Texas 
farmers were wary of the offer 
because they worried that by 
accepting the water, the state 
would later force farmers to 
make up for it by giving up 
water they have been storing 
for next year.

But because the amend-
ment allows Mexico to make 
use of water in its reservoirs to 
meet its treaty obligations, the 
farmers hope the country will 
transfer enough water for the 
next planting season to make 
up for any water they might 
have to give up.

“What’s more important is 
we need water transferred at 
Amistad and Falcon,” said 
Sonny Hinojosa, a water advo-
cate for Hidalgo County Irriga-
tion District No. 2, which dis-
tributes water to ranchers and 
farmers in the region. “If water 
gets transferred, they’ll know 
they’ll have a little bit of water 
for next year.”

U.S. officials celebrated the 
signing of the amendment, 
which was initially meant to 
occur in December 2023. Mex-
ican officials said they would 
not sign the agreement until 
after their presidential elec-

tions, which happened in June.
“The last 30 years of manag-

ing over-stretched water re-
sources in the Rio Grande ba-
sin have produced broad 
agreement that the status quo 
was not acceptable,” IBWC 
Commissioner Maria-Elena 
Giner said in a statement. 
“With the signing of this 
(amendment), Mexico has 
tools for more regular water 
deliveries that can be applied 
right away.”

The amendment’s provi-
sions that address current wa-
ter delivery shortfalls expire in 
five years unless extended. The 
amendment also establishes 
longer-term measures such as 
an environmental working 
group to explore other sources 
of water. It also formalized the 
Lower Rio Grande Water Qual-
ity Initiative to address water 
quality concerns, including 
salinity.

Hinojosa said he’s con-
cerned that by allowing Mexico 
to deliver water from the San 
Juan River, which is down-
stream from the reservoirs, the 
country won't feel as obligated 
to deliver water from the six 
tributaries managed by the 
treaty and still end up deliver-
ing less water to the Big Bend 
region. But he said he expects 
the agreement will bring some 
immediate relief.

“It’s going to get us some 
water, for now,” Hinojosa said. 
“Hopefully.” — Berenice Gar-
cia, The Texas Tribune

US-Mexico water agreement 
could help Texas farmers
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Many farmers in western 
North Dakota have planted 
cover crops like cereal rye or 
triticale this fall, but as dry as 
this season has been, many of 
the plants have yet to emerge, 
say North Dakota State Univer-
sity (NDSU) Extension special-
ists. 

According to the North Da-
kota Agricultural Weather Net-
work, much of western North 
Dakota has seen more than 30 
days with less than one-half 
inch of rain, and some areas in 
the northwestern region of the 
state have had no significant 
rain in about four months. Un-
der the current drought condi-
tions, cover crops and winter 
cereals have been struggling to 
take in moisture and germi-
nate. 

“Even cover crops that were 
drilled or disked in, and ben-
efited from the seed-to-soil 
contact, will have poor emer-
gence if soil moisture is not 
adequate,” said Victor Gomes, 
NDSU Extension cropping sys-
tems specialist at the Dickin-
son Research Extension Cen-
ter. “However, most cover 
crops have the ability to sit 
dormant in the soil over winter 
and germinate early in the 
spring, once they get enough 
warmth and moisture.” 

This process is called dor-
mant seeding and is different 
from frost seeding, which hap-
pens late in the winter after the 
soil freezes. 

“One of the concerns that 
often comes up when cover 
crop seedlings do not emerge 
in the fall is that the “dorman-

cy” won’t be broken in due 
time with moisture imbibition 
by the seed, and therefore the 
seed will die in the ground over 
winter,” said Chandler Gru-
ener, NDSU Extension soil 
health specialist at the North 
Central Research Extension 
Center near Minot, North Da-
kota. “In this case, no germina-
tion is better than some germi-
nation. 

If there is enough soil mois-
ture (light rain) to promote 
seed sprouting but not enough 
moisture for further seedling 
growth, the crop will not sur-
vive the winter. For successful 
dormant seeding, farmers 
should plant seeds after the 
ground has cooled (35 F) but 
before it freezes solid or is cov-
ered in snow for the winter, 
recommend the specialists.

If soil temperatures stay be-
low 35 F or the moisture levels 
are insufficient to start germi-
nation, the seed's activity will 
stay low, preventing it from 
germinating. Germination 
kicks in when the soil tem-
perature rises to around 38 to 
40 F and enough moisture is 
present.

Farmers will still be able to 
reap the benefits of having a 
cover crop emerge early in the 
spring even if they do not see 
any visible growth in the fall. 
Nevertheless, a few manage-
ment practices should be con-
sidered: 

Cover crop choice is crucial 
for successful emergence in 
the spring. Appropriate cover 
crops like cereal rye, winter 
camelina, hairy vetch, triticale 

and winter wheat are winter 
hardy and have better chances 
of surviving the winter dor-
mant in the soil and then 
emerging to protect the soil in 
the spring. Farmers should 
determine what to use as their 
cash crop. The recommenda-
tion is to never use cereal rye 
before a wheat or barley crop.

It is important to incorpo-
rate seeds into the ground, not 
broadcast them. If the goal is 
improving soil health, then 
simply getting the seed in the 
ground is the most important 
factor to consider. Make sure 
seeds have good soil contact 
by drilling, not broadcasting, 
to avoid losing them to snow 

runoff.
Termination timing is im-

portant. Because dormant 
seeded cover crops will have 
no growth in the fall, letting 
them grow as long as possible 
in the spring will ensure farm-
ers get the benefits they are 
seeking. If planting a summer 
crop like corn or soybeans, the 
cover crops will likely benefit 
from a longer growth period. If 
planting a spring crop, like a 
small grain cereal, it is likely 
that the cover crops will not 
have much time to produce 
biomass. Still, some ground 
cover early in the spring is bet-
ter than no ground cover. 
Overall, the recommendation 

is to terminate the cover crop 
10 to 14 days before planting 
the cash crop.

Planting green is another 
choice for termination timing 
that is adequate when lower 
biomass is present. This prac-
tice consists of planting the 
cash crop into a living cover 
crop. If this is done, it is best to 
terminate within a few weeks 
after planting to help prevent 
soil moisture from tying up. 
When terminating, the selec-
tion of the right chemical prod-
uct is key to make sure the 
cover crop is effectively killed. 
It is recommended to follow 
the product and adjuvant 
guidelines required to ensure 

the cover crop is fully termi-
nated.

“All things considered, dor-
mant seeding still represents a 
risky choice and like any other 
planting event it takes careful 
planning and attention to 
weather patterns,” said Gomes. 
“While good cover crop emer-
gence and establishment in 
the fall is preferred, when not 
enough moisture is available, 
having some ground cover 
available early in the spring is 
still better than no ground 
cover, and could help with soil 
dry-down, allowing for an ear-
lier planting of the cash crop in 
flood-prone areas in the 
spring.” — NDSU Extension 

Planting cover crops still bene cial, even under dry conditions

as future assessments are 
completed.

When land health assess-
ments show that grazing prac-
tices significantly affect land 
health standards, BLM will 
adjust these practices to pro-
mote recovery. Possible 
changes include modifying 
grazing seasons or intensities, 
constructing range projects or 
temporarily excluding live-
stock. Long-term grazing can-
cellation, if necessary, would 
involve careful evaluation and 
permit adjustments to protect 
land health. 

Solutions focus on adjusting 

grazing seasons and livestock 
distribution rather than reduc-
ing grazing levels overall. In 
cases of significant change, 
affected parties will have the 
opportunity to protest and 
appeal decisions. Other ac-
tivities like juniper removal or 
weed treatments may be 
needed in some locations to 
achieve the desired condi-
tions. These activities are part 
of a comprehensive effort 
combining grazing adjust-
ments and active restoration, 
which will be essential for 
long-term success, the agency 
said.

Due to access, infrastruc-
ture and market constraints, 
few solar energy rights-of-way 

(ROWs) are anticipated, 
though one proposal in north-
ern Lake County is in the early 
study stages. While several 
wind energy testing ROWs 
have been issued over the past 
15 years, wind energy projects 
have yet to advance to devel-
opment; however, there is cur-
rently one preliminary wind 
testing ROW proposal in 
northern Lake County. 

The management plan said 
as regional populations and 
urban areas expand and new 
energy facilities are built in 
Oregon, demand for major 
transmission lines is expected 
to increase. Although one sig-
nificant utility line project may 
be proposed in the long term, 

no formal proposal is current-
ly under review by the BLM.

Off-highway vehicle use will 
be limited to approximately 
70,000 acres, including the 
Christmas Valley Sand Dunes 
and other specific areas where 
such activity is already occur-
ring. Vehicle use will be per-
mitted on existing or desig-
nated routes across nearly 3 
million acres within the plan-
ning area.

The release of the manage-
ment plan initiates a 30-day 
protest period, ending on Dec. 
9. To view the documents or 
file a protest electronically, 
visit tinyurl.com/3z32hyej. — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor

BLM OREGON
(from page 1)

Protest period for OR plan ends Dec. 9
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A federal judge on Nov. 7 told 
a government agency that 
while it can continue its prac-
tice of capturing and occasion-
ally killing endangered grizzly 
bears in Montana, the agency 
must conduct a thorough anal-
ysis of how the program will 
impact the state’s bear popula-
tion after finding it violated the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA).

In a legal dispute that began 
in May 2021 when a coalition of 
environmental and wildlife 
groups sued the USDA’s Wild-
life Services over a decision 
reauthorizing a predator dam-
age and conflict management 
program in Montana, U.S. fed-
eral judge Dana Christensen 
recently issued a 50-page order 
that favored the plaintiffs’ 
claims. The court order states 
that an environmental assess-
ment (EA) prepared by Wildlife 
Services failed to include criti-
cal information about grizzly 
population connectivity and 
consider the impact of the pro-
gram on the state’s grizzly bear 
population, a violation of         
NEPA. 

The agency is required to 
complete a full environmental 
impact statement (EIS) within 
a year. 

“In sum, because critical in-
formation was omitted from 
the EA, and much of the evi-
dence before the agency was 
‘too stale to carry the weight 
assigned to it,’ Wildlife Services 
could not have made ‘a rea-
soned decision based on its 
evaluation of the evidence,’” 
Christensen wrote. “Ultimately, 
plaintiffs are correct that the EA 
failed to take a ‘hard look’ at the 
effects of Montana’s predator 
damage and conflict manage-
ment program on grizzly bears 
and an EIS is required.”

WildEarth Guardians, West-
ern Watersheds Project and 
Trap Free Montana, who 
brought the lawsuit against 
Wildlife Services, argued that 
the agency’s assessment lacked 
specific information about the 
sex and location of captured 
and killed bears, and failed to 
examine how killing grizzly 
bears could affect the animals’ 
connectivity between the 
state’s designated recovery 
zones. 

Wildlife Services, a division 
of the USDA’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, ad-
dresses conflicts between pred-
ators and livestock. Working 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks, prob-
lematic predators, including 
grizzly bears, can be removed 
from a location of conflict 
through nonlethal or lethal 
methods.

For grizzly bears, which 
gained federal protection un-
der the Endangered Species Act 
in 1975, this is an exception to 
the prohibition on “taking” 
protected species. Under a spe-
cial rule developed by USFWS, 
grizzlies can be lethally re-
moved for specific circum-
stances including self-defense, 
defense of others, or in re-
sponse to significant livestock 
depredations.

In the EA supporting the 
predator conflict management 
program, Wildlife Services 
stated that the number of com-
plaints related to problems be-
tween bears and livestock were 
increasing, jumping from 25 in 
2013 to 157 in 2019. In that year, 
livestock conflicts resulted in 
the capture of 16 grizzlies, in-
cluding one lethal removal. 

However, the environmental 
analysis relied on a 2012 bio-

logical opinion issued by           
USFWS, which the plaintiffs 
said contains outdated infor-
mation, to determine that the 
program “is not adversely im-
pacting the population.” In ad-
dition, the analysis lacked spe-
cific information about the 
number of bears killed, their 
sex and location of capture, 
which the plaintiffs argued is 
critical to understanding the 
impacts of the overall program 
on the recovering species. 

Montana is home to several 
regional ecosystems and recov-
ery units that support popula-
tions of threatened grizzly 
bears. The largest populations 
of grizzlies exist in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem and the 
Northern Continental Divide 
Ecosystem, while a small popu-
lation lives in the Cabinet-Yaak. 
An additional recovery area in 
the Selway-Bitterroot has no 
known resident bears, but griz-
zlies have been spotted in the 
ecosystem. 

A key part of the species’ re-
covery is predicated on having 
enough genetic diversity in a 
region, which is naturally main-
tained by bears traveling be-
tween recovery zones. The 
environmental assessment 
completed by Wildlife Services 
contained only minimal dis-
cussion about the effects of le-
thally removing grizzly bears 
due to conflicts outside of a 
recovery zone. Even USFWS, 
the federal agency in charge of 
the grizzly recovery program, 
requested additional analysis 
for grizzlies taken anywhere in 
Montana, especially in be-
tween the identified recovery 
ecosystems, when the draft EA 
went out for public comment.

“In some ways, the most im-
portant bears are not the ones 
that stay in Yellowstone or Gla-

cier, but they’re the ones that 
actually make the move and 
disperse between recovery 
zones,” attorney Matthew Bish-
op, representing the plaintiffs, 
said during a hearing before 
Christensen on Aug. 2. “There’s 
sort of this space where no 
one’s really analyzing the ef-
fects of grizzly bear mortality 
once they leave these areas. 
And that’s what this case is 
about.”

During the hearing, Bishop 
requested Christensen declare 
that Wildlife Services violated 
NEPA and call for a new analy-
sis of the predator removal plan 
with a “robust” environmental 
impact statement. 

Arguing on behalf of the fed-
eral agency, Krystal-Rose Perez 
said the judge shouldn’t put a 
stop to the killings because le-
thal removal only occurs after 
livestock managers have ex-
hausted other methods of 
keeping animals safe, and tying 
the hands of the federal agency 

would make it more likely for 
livestock producers to take 
matter into their own hands. 
She also argued that under the 
federal management plan for 
the species, the critical habitat 
for grizzlies—the recovery 
zones—is clearly identified, 
and areas outside the recovery 
zones aren’t considered “nec-
essary for survival and recov-
ery.”

However, in his order Chris-
tensen agreed with the plain-
tiffs that “grizzly bears taken 
outside or in-between recovery 
zones—particularly if they are 
female—are arguably the most 
important bears because they 
are critical to establishing natu-
ral connectivity, an essential 
component to species recovery 
in certain ecosystems and nec-
essary for long-term genetic 
viability in all isolated grizzly 
bear populations in the lower 
48 states.”

Christensen’s order does not 
vacate the existing decision by 

Wildlife Services and allows the
agency to continue operating
the predator damage and con-
flict management program as
is. However, the agency is re-
quired to complete the NEPA
process, including an EIS, by
Nov. 1, 2026. 

In a statement to the Daily
Montanan, WildEarth Guard-
ians attorney Lizzy Pennock
said while the organization is
happy with the ruling, the fight
for grizzly bear recovery isn’t
over. 

“Grizzly bears need all the
help they can get right now, not
more ‘tools in the toolbox’ for
killing them,” Pennock said.
“This decision recognizes that
USDA Wildlife Services failed
to adequately consider the im-
pacts on grizzly bear recovery
from their ‘predator removal
program.’ Our team is consider-
ing options for further relief for
grizzlies while the agency com-
plies with the law.” — Micah
Drew, Daily Montanan

Court will allow lethal grizzly removal in MT

CCA

CLM REPRESENTATIVES
Jake Parnell................................................916-662-1298
George Gookin ....................................... 209-482-1648
Rex Whittle ..............................................209-996-6994
Mark Fischer ...........................................209-768-6522
Kris Gudel ..................................................916-208-7258
Steve Bianchi ......................................... 707-484-3903
Jason Dailey ..............................................916-439-7761
Brett Friend .............................................. 510-685-4870
Tod Radelfinger ......................................775-901-3332
Bowdy Griff in ...........................................530-906-5713

AUCTION MARKET
Address ...................12495 Stockton Blvd., Galt, CA
Off ice.............................................................. 209-745-1515
Fax ...................................................................209-745-1582
Website/Market Report..........www.clmgalt.com
Web Broadcast .................www.lmaauctions.com

Wednesday Weekly Schedule
Butcher Cows .......................................................8:30am
Cow-Calf Pairs/Bred Cows .......................... 11:30am
Feeder Cattle ............................................................. 12pm

FEEDER SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY-  WEEKLY S ALE EVERY WEDNESDAY - 

NOVEMBER 20
NO SALE NOVEMBER 27
-  H A P P Y  T H A N K S G I V I N G !  - 

DECEMBER 4
DECEMBER 18

UPCOMING WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES
CALL NOW TO CONSIGN TO THESE WVM SALES.

DECEMBER 3 - RENO, NV 
JANUARY 6 - NORTH PLATTE, NE

CONSIGN BY DEC. 26

SPECIAL FALL FEEDER SALES

The Illinois Farm Bureau 
sued the American Farm Bu-
reau Federation (AFBF) on Nov. 
13 after the national group 
voted to oust the Illinois chap-
ter and its 70,000 farmer mem-
bers. The lawsuit seeks to halt 
the AFBF’s decision, which 
takes effect on Dec. 20. 

The AFBF Board voted to 
expel the Illinois Farm Bureau 
after the state chapter’s affiliate, 
Country Financial, decided to 
eliminate a requirement for 
non-farm insurance policy-
holders to become Farm Bu-
reau members. 

Illinois Farm Bureau Presi-
dent Brian Duncan said in a 
statement to DTN that his 
group believes the AFBF is 
“choosing to abandon” more 
than 70,000 Illinois farmer 
members. 

The Illinois Farm Bureau 
filed its lawsuit against AFBF in 
the McLean County, IL, circuit 
court, asking a judge to step in 
and prevent AFBF from termi-
nating Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
membership. The Illinois Farm 
Bureau also asked the court to 
enforce a previous settlement 
agreement with AFBF to con-
tinue using the Illinois Farm 
Bureau name, to require AFBF 
to pay monetary damages and 
to issue an injunction to main-
tain the status quo until the is-
sue is resolved. 

Zippy Duvall, president of 
AFBF, spoke to reporters in Mil-
waukee, WI, about the Illinois 
Farm Bureau decision after he 
addressed members of the 
American Bankers Associa-
tion’s annual Ag Bankers Con-

ference. 
“We feel like they have bro-

ken our membership agree-
ment we had with them by not 
supporting building member-
ship and other factors in there,” 
Duvall said. “I would want to 
stay out of the legal discussion, 
but it’s about farmer control 
and a membership agreement.” 

Duvall said AFBF learned 
about the membership change 
in September. There was a me-
diation, but Duvall said it did 
not work.  

The lawsuit stated that mem-
bers pay their annual dues to 
the Illinois Farm Bureau and 
their local county Farm Bureau, 
then the Illinois Farm Bureau 
pays a portion of the dues to the 
AFBF. 

The Illinois Farm Bureau in-
formed the AFBF of Country 
Mutual’s decision to modify its 
underwriting rules effective 
Jan. 1, 2025. 

“Weeks after learning about 
the management decision, 
AFBF began sending conten-
tious emails to Illinois Farm 
Bureau accusing Illinois Farm 
Bureau and/or Country Mu-
tual of taking action ‘against 
AFBF’s interest’ that AFBF as-
serted ‘threatens immediate, 
severe and long-lasting harm’ 
with ‘devastating financial im-
pact’ to AFBF,” the lawsuit said. 

Country Mutual said it made 
the decision not to require Illi-
nois Farm Bureau membership 
for several reasons. Those in-
cluded that a failure to pay 
membership dues could leave 
clients without insurance, the 
cost of insurance has increased 

from severe weather, inflation, 
economic pressures and other 
factors. 

AFBF sent a letter to Illinois 
Farm Bureau and county Farm 
Bureau officials on Oct. 25, 
“which again threatened to 
terminate Illinois Farm Bu-
reau’s membership in AFBF,” 
the lawsuit said. 

In a statement to DTN, Dun-
can said the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau believes the AFBF acted 
because “our affiliate insurance 
company does not want to 
force non-farmers to join.” 

Duncan said the Illinois 
Farm Bureau is proving its 
commitment to serving its 
members, defending county 
Farm Bureaus and protecting 
the use of the Farm Bureau 
trademark in Illinois. An Illinois 
banker approached Duvall af-
ter he spoke at the banker con-
ference to ask about the situa-
tion. The banker asked Duvall 
if farmers could directly be-
come members of AFBF. 

“That’s something we would 
have to explore,” Duvall said. 
“Hopefully, we never get to 
that.” 

He added, “This is all about 
farmer control, and it’s in your 
all’s hands.”  

Country Financial had more 
than 300,000 members who 
paid dues to the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, and $5 of those dues 
went to AFBF as well. That’s 
roughly $1.5 million in annual 
revenue for the national orga-
nization affected. — Todd Nee-
ley, DTN environmental edi-
tor, and Chris Clayton, DTN 
ag policy editor

Illinois Farm Bureau ousted by AFBF 
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HT Tahoe 3191 LOT 1

AAA 20677781 SIRE: Tehama Tahoe B767
MGS: Spring Cove Reno 4021 

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP $W $M
+6 +1.9 +89 +147 +30 +1.33 +17.1 +91 +94

LOT 43 HT GOAT 3097

AAA 20616404 SIRE: Schiefelbein GOAT
MGS: SITZ Profound 680G 

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP $W $M
+10 -1.5 +81 +153 +35 +1.49 +12.8 +85 +69

HT True North 3256 LOT 17

AAA 20699560 SIRE: Square B True North
MGS: Sitz Upward 307R

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP $W $M
+4 +.24 +78 +143 +37 +.94 +10.5 +74 +54

LOT 6 HT PROFOUND 3129

AAA 20623743 SIRE: SITZ Profound 680G
MGS: HA Outside 7876 

CED BW WW YW Milk SC HP $W $M
+7 +.7 +72 +133 +20 +1.27 +11.1 +60 +45

DOCILE & PAP TESTED
COMING 2-YEAR OLD BULLS & 
BRED FEMALES

PONY, MONTANA
December 9, 2024

WWW.HOLLOWTOPANGUS.COM
Cat�og at:

RANCH MANAGER: Chace Iverson 208-365-8862
OWNER: Porter Bennett 303-513-9058

RANCH OFFICE: 406-552-0491

@hollowtopangus

Moisture and fall forage 
growth have been disappoint-
ing in 2024. The bumper crop 
of corn this year has prompted 
many cattle farmers to con-
sider feeding their cows corn 
silage. 

“We had an outstanding 
growing season, and hay sup-
plies are plentiful,” said Uni-
versity of Missouri (MU) Ex-
tension state beef nutritionist 
Eric Bailey. “But I have re-
ceived numerous inquiries 
from cattlemen interested in 
using corn silage as a winter 
feed option for beef cows.” 

There are special consider-
ations for those who do not 
grow corn and have not previ-
ously fed corn silage but want 
to evaluate it as a winter feed-
ing option, said Bailey. 

What should the price of 
corn silage feed be? 

Historically, corn silage is 
priced at 10 to 12 times the 
price of a bushel of corn deliv-
ered and packed in a bag, bun-
ker or pit. With corn currently 
hovering around $4 per bush-
el, it is reasonable to expect 
corn silage to be priced in the 
range of $45 to $50 per ton, 
Bailey said. 

Corn silage is a wet feed; 
when stored correctly, it typi-
cally consists of two parts 
moisture to one part dry feed. 
Therefore, on a per ton of dry 
feed basis, a reasonable price 
is between $136 and $151 per 
ton. This may seem expensive 
compared to grass hay, which 
is currently selling for $40 to 
$60 per round bale. However, 
there is a significant difference 
in the lbs. of total digestible 
nutrients obtained in corn si-
lage compared to grass hay.

“Let’s assume that fescue 
hay tests at 55% total digestible 

nutrients (TDN), which is op-
timistic if you harvested round 
bales in July and are just now 
picking them up from the 
field,” Bailey said. Every ton of 
hay testing at 55% TDN will 
contain 968 pounds of TDN 
(assuming 12% moisture, 
which explains why the total 
is not 1,100 lbs. of TDN). If a 
bale is assumed to weigh 1,000 
lbs. and is priced at $50 per 
bale, then the cost of each 
pound of TDN from the hay is 
$0.1033.

Corn silage contains 70% 
TDN. If a ton of dry corn silage 
provides 1,400 lbs. of TDN and 
the purchase price is $143.50 
per ton, then the cost of TDN 
from corn silage is $0.1025/lb. 
Small fluctuations in price on 
an as-fed or wet basis can sig-
nificantly affect the cost per 
pound of TDN for corn silage. 

For instance, corn silage 
priced at $60/ton equates to 
$181.82/ton of dry matter, or 
$0.1299/lb. of TDN. A lactating 
beef cow needs about 18 lbs. 
of TDN per day during peak 
lactation, resulting in an in-
creased cost of $0.4788 per 
cow per day with a price in-
crease of roughly $12.50/ton 
(as fed).

Consider the shelf life of 
corn silage

The purpose of packing 
corn silage is to remove oxy-
gen from the feed, facilitating 
anaerobic fermentation. 
When proper fermentation 
occurs, organic acids are pro-
duced that inhibit mold and 
microbial growth, thereby pre-
venting spoilage. However, 
when the feed is exposed to 
oxygen again, mold and mi-
crobial growth resume.

“If I were purchasing corn 
silage from a neighbor, I would

prefer to take delivery at least 
once a week,” said Bailey. It is 
unwise to create a secondary 
pile on your farm that is re-
plenished monthly or less fre-
quently. The feed will degrade, 
resulting in a loss of nutri-
tional value. In the worst-case 
scenario, cows may refuse to 
eat it.

Corn silage contains both 
forage and grain. It does not 
need to be fed in conjunction 
with dry hay due to the pres-
ence of leaves, husks, stalks 
and cobs in the silage. How-
ever, some farmers mix hay 
with corn silage to extend their 
feed supplies or to reduce the 

energy density of the ration, 
allowing for a less precise 
feeding approach (free 
choice).

“In my opinion, this prac-
tice is wasteful, and I gener-
ally do not recommend it,” 
Bailey said. If anything, corn 
silage is slightly deficient in 
crude protein. A well-bal-
anced ration that can be fed to 
cows, calves, backgrounders 
or other livestock consists of 
nine parts corn silage and one 
part dried distillers grains on 
an as-fed basis.

“I have observed operations 
with limited equipment where 
corn silage is offered free 

choice to beef cows in old trac-
tor tires. I do not recommend 
this practice due to the poten-
tial for waste and the lack of 
control over the amount of 
feed provided,” he said.

It is important to remember 
that this feed is not signifi-
cantly cheaper than dry hay 
and has a shorter shelf life. 
Additionally, because corn 
silage is a wet feed, it is neces-
sary to offer much more than 
30 lbs. per day.

“In fact, it would not sur-
prise me to see a large-framed, 
fall-calving cow consume up-
wards of 80 lbs. of corn silage 
per day on an as-fed basis,” 

Bailey said. “This feed is most 
effectively utilized in opera-
tions where the quantity pro-
vided can be measured and 
administered daily.”

Transportation consider-
ations

“Due to the amount of 
moisture per ton, I would not 
want to haul it more than 20 
miles. Freight will get pricey 
otherwise,” Bailey said. “If you 
operate with minimal equip-
ment, buying dry hay at cur-
rent prices might be the least 
unfavorable option if you need 
to purchase feed on the mar-
ket this fall and winter.” — MU
Extension

Buying corn silage to feed beef cows in winter

Additionally, MSGA high-
lights that DEQ can enforce 
strict groundwater monitoring 
measures whenever a poten-
tial threat to groundwater is 
identified.

“MSGA’s members who 
hold CAFO general permits 
will bear the brunt of increased 
water monitoring, sampling 
and reporting,” said Raylee 
Honeycutt, MSGA executive 
vice president. “The livestock 
industry in Montana, while 
large in economic terms, is 
managed and held up by a 
relatively small number of 
family-owned businesses, all 
of who rely in some way on 
CAFO operators. The effects of 
this litigation will trickle down 
to all ranchers, livestock pro-
ducers and livestock markets 
in Montana, causing uncer-
tainty and harm.”

Previous lawsuits
Food & Water Watch has 

previously sued government 
agencies about monitoring 
CAFO emissions with mixed 
results.

In 2021, the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals overturned a 
water permit granted by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to Idaho’s 
CAFOs after Food & Water 
Watch filed suit citing 
inadequate environmental 
monitoring requirements.

The court found Idaho’s Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permit 
lacked sufficient safeguards to 
prevent CAFO pollutants, 
such as manure and waste 
from thousands of confined 
animals, from contaminating 
nearby waterways. This deci-
sion marked a win for food 
and environmental groups 
that sued under the Clean Wa-

ter Act.
The court ruled that the per-

mit did not ensure compli-
ance with “zero discharge” 
standards, as it lacked neces-
sary monitoring provisions for 
both production and land-
application areas. Although 
the permit required surface 
monitoring at production 
sites, the court found it insuf-
ficient, particularly for under-
ground discharges, which had 
no monitoring requirements. 
Additionally, while dry-
weather discharges from land-
application areas were prohib-
ited, the permit lacked any 
provisions for monitoring ir-
rigation runoff, making it dif-
ficult to enforce compliance 
with discharge regulations.

In 2024, the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the 
EPA’s decision to deny a peti-
tion from Food & Water Watch 
and other environmental 

groups challenging pollution 
regulations for CAFOs. The 
court ruled on Oct. 2 that it did 
not find the EPA’s actions arbi-
trary, capricious or unlawful in 
denying the petition.

Food & Water Watch, joined 
by 12 groups, had requested 
the EPA revise its regulations 
on CAFO waste discharge into 
waterways, claiming current 
rules were too lenient. The 
EPA denied the request last 
fall, stating it would form a 
stakeholder committee to as-
sess potential regulatory im-
provements and evaluate the 
effectiveness of existing rules 
before considering any further 
action. The appeals court sup-
ported the EPA’s approach, 
noting it hadn’t dismissed 
regulatory changes entirely 
but chose a more gradual, re-
search-driven path. — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor

MSGA
(from page 1)

MSGA: Litigation will trickle down to all ranchers
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USDA’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) National Animal 
Health Monitoring System 
(NAHMS) released the first 
report from its 2021 beef feed-
lot study. The agency worked 
with the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service to conduct a 
study focusing on cattle health 
and management on feedlots 
with at least 50 head.

The study was designed to 
show current feedlot cattle 
health management practices 
and allow for the analysis of 
trends in topics related to cattle 
health based on previous 
NAHMS studies. The NAHMS 
also conducted beef feedlot 
studies in 2011, 1999 and 1994. 

“The NAHMS reports for 
cow/calf and feedlot have for 
decades provided solid, non-
biased information to rancher 
and feedlot managers to help 
them understand how their 
colleagues in the beef industry 
manage cattle,” said Dee Grif-
fin, DVM, director of the Vet-
erinary Education, Research & 
Outreach Program at Texas 
A&M University, in a fact sheet.

NAHMS studies are volun-
tary and confidential. A total of 
22 states participated in the 
2021 study. Issues facing the 
industry were identified via 
responses from a question-
naire and from discussions 
with representatives from the 
feedlot industry.

Study highlights
More than half of feedlots 

placed at least some cattle 

born and raised on the opera-
tion, but only about 7% of 
cattle placed were born and 
raised on the operation. About 
36% of smaller feedlots had all 
cattle placed being born and 
raised on the feedlot. Slightly 
over half of cattle were born 
and raised on the operation or 
came from a cow-calf, back-
grounding or stocker opera-
tion. For cattle obtained out-
side of the operation, the 
higher percentage (37.3%) 
came from Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyo-
ming, Nebraska, Utah, Colo-
rado and Kansas.

More than three-quarters of 
operations marketed their 
cattle conventionally, without 
any claims regarding antibiot-
ics or hormones. About 8-10% 
of cattle were placed with the 
intention to meet claims of no 
or limited antibiotic use, or no 
hormone use.

About three-quarters of op-
erations used any antibiotics, 
with 22.4% of operations ad-
ministering antibiotics as a 
group. Most feedlots used a 
veterinarian in 2020 (85%), 
with the remainder reporting 
they did not need a vet. More 
than half of operations used a 
private veterinary clinic and 
called as needed. 

“Reports published from 
this study will benefit the U.S. 
feedlot industry by providing 
current and scientifically valid 
estimates,” NAHMS said.

To view the report in its en-
t i r e t y ,  v i s i t  t i n y u r l .
com/6w6vbec6. — Anna Mill-
er, WLJ managing editor

USDA releases report 
from 2021 feedlot study

The U.S. Meat Export Fed-
eration (USMEF) concluded its 
annual strategic planning con-
ference in Tucson, AZ, with the 
election of officers for 2024-25. 
Steve Hanson, a rancher and 
cattle feeder from Elsie, NE, is 
the new USMEF chair, suc-
ceeding Minnesota pork and 
grain producer Randy Spronk.

Hanson has previously held 
many beef industry leadership 
roles, including chair of the 
Nebraska Beef Council and 
Federation of State Beef Coun-
cils and president of the Ne-
braska Cattlemen. He also 
served on the Beef Promotion 
Operating Committee, where 
he came to appreciate the im-
portance of international mar-
keting programs for U.S. red 
meat.

“The Operating Committee 
is where I first got my exposure 
to USMEF, which invests our 
checkoff dollars so well and 
adds value to the beef carcass,” 
Hanson said.

Hanson also praised USMEF 
for bringing together a wide 
range of agricultural sectors to 
support a common goal—
something he said was fully on 
display in Tucson.

USMEF’s new chair-elect is 
Jay Theiler, executive vice pres-
ident of corporate affairs for 

Agri Beef Co., a diversified busi-
ness with operations in ranch-
ing, cattle feeding, cattle nutri-
tion and beef processing. He is 
a past director of the Idaho Beef 
Council and has served on the 
Beef Industry Long Range Plan 
Task Force.

USMEF Vice Chair Dave 
Bruntz is president of Bruntz 
Farming & Feeding in south-
eastern Nebraska, where he 
raises corn and soybeans and 
feeds cattle. Bruntz is a past 
president of the Nebraska Corn 
Board and Nebraska Cattle-
men. He also served as a re-
gional vice president for the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef As-
sociation.

The newest USMEF officer 
is Secretary-Treasurer Darin 
Parker, director of Salt Lake 
City-based exporter/distribu-
tor PMI Foods.

Meeting sessions
The closing business session 

also included a USMEF staff 
panel focused on the impor-
tance of market diversification 
and developing new opportu-
nities for U.S. pork, beef and 
lamb in emerging destinations. 

Scott Reynolds, assistant 
vice president of marketing 
programs, described how US-

MEF categorizes markets for 
beef and pork and showed 
how allocations of USMEF in-
vestments in new and emerg-
ing markets has grown by 22% 
in the past five years. These are 
markets with less current vol-
ume, but greater upside poten-
tial. New and emerging mar-
kets can also help manage risk 
when market access issues 
occur in the leading markets 
for beef or pork.

In terms of new, untapped 
markets for U.S. red meat, Af-
rica tops the list. USMEF Af-
rica Representative Matt Co-
peland focused on population 
and economic growth and 
reminded the audience that 
by 2050, one in four people in 
the world will be African. It 
will take time, says Copeland, 
but we can’t underestimate 
the importance of this eco-
nomic evolution in Africa.

USMEF Latin America Rep-
resentative Homero Recio ad-
dressed recent initiatives to 
develop new opportunities in 
South America, including a 
new product launch in Colom-
bia. The new product with the 
most immediate potential in 
Colombia’s foodservice sector 

may be a pork burger derived 
from the Boston butt.

USMEF Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Director Sabrina Yin 
discussed the diversity of her 
region and its varying stages 
of market development, con-
trasting the highly developed 
market of Singapore with 
emerging markets such as 
Vietnam and Cambodia.

Yin explained that in several 
ASEAN markets, much of 
USMEF’s work is directed at 
overcoming technical barriers 
and working with the trade on 
supply chain development, 
capacity building and imaging 
U.S. product. Where possible, 
USMEF continues to utilize 
sampling programs for U.S. 
beef and pork toward growing 
retail shelf space. Yin described 
how USMEF is evolving to 
more of a business-to-business 
approach with promotions, 
utilizing sales contests for U.S. 
red meat with importers and 
distributors.

The previous day’s program 
featured a panel discussion 
titled Building Connections 
and Creating Opportunities, 
in which livestock producers 

shared firsthand experiences 
and insights from engaging 
with red meat buyers, con-
sumers and government of-
ficials in overseas markets.

Randy Spronk, who served 
as USMEF chair over the past 
year, kicked off the discussion 
by recapping his first market 
visit to Japan 25 years ago, 
traveling with then-Gov. Jesse 
Ventura. He highlighted the 
U.S. pork industry’s success in 
developing the Japanese mar-
ket while also expanding de-
mand in other Asian markets 
and the Western Hemisphere.

“One of the biggest take-
aways for me was that exports 
are not something that you do 
in six months or in 12 months, 
said Spronk. “It's a long-term 
strategy to continue to grow a 
market and to be present in 
that market.”

Cattlemen’s Beef Board 
member Ross Havens, a cattle 
producer from Iowa, appreci-
ated seeing the popularity of 
products that have little de-
mand in the U.S.

“Tongues are one of the top 
beef products we export to 
Japan,” said Havens. “Most 
people in the U.S. have no in-

terest in trying beef tongue but 
in Japan, the way they cook it 
and prepare it, beef tongue is 
really delicious. It’s a great ex-
ample of how international 
markets add value to the car-
cass. Shipping beef products 
to where somebody really val-
ues it is a great return on our 
Beef Checkoff investments.”

Don Pemberton, former 
president of Kentucky Cattle-
men’s Association and a par-
ticipant in a Heartland Team 
tour of Korea and Japan in 
2023, talked about his experi-
ence grilling steak for social 
media influencers in Tokyo 
and the great interest they 
showed in his technique. He 
also shared his surprise at how 
much attention he received 
upon his return to Kentucky.

“When I got back to Ken-
tucky, I prepared a trip report 
and presentation for Kentucky 
Cattlemen and Kentucky Beef 
Council. And the next thing I 
knew, I was on a speaking tour 
around the state. Because I'd 
spent 48 hours in Seoul and 48 
hours in Tokyo, I was now con-
sidered an expert on foreign 
trade,” laughed Pemberton. 
— USMEF

USMEF details market diversi cation eff orts

(Send calendar of events information 
to editorial@wlj.net.)
Dec. 5-7 – The United States 
Cattlemen’s Association will host 
their 2024 Annual Meeting in San 
Antonio, TX, at the InterContinental 
Hotel. Details: uscattlemen.org/

annual-meeting-2024. 
Dec. 4-6 – The National Grazing 
Lands Coalition will hold the ninth 
N a t i o n a l  G r a z i n g  L a n d s 
Conference in Tucson, AZ. 
Registration is open at www.
grazinglands.org. 

CCOMING OMING EEVENTSVENTS

2024 Profit $eeker Bull Sale
Thursday, November 21, 2024 • at the ranch, Sheridan, MT

125 Red & Black Angus, SimAngus and Char x Red Angus Bulls

 (min. purchase) 

The Larry Mehlhoff Family
Sheridan, Montana

855-5L-Bulls • (406) 596-1204
5lranch@3rivers.net

5LBulls.com

SAME WIDEBODY, AGE-ADVANTAGE BULLS
New November Sale Date

Lot 3 - 513L Lot 78 - 567L 
-

Lot 8 - 231L

What to expect from 5L:
• Age Advantage Bulls
• Marbling
• Fertility
• $Ranch
• LOW PAP

100
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CANADACANADA
November 13

2,261
560-630 515-585 426-487 377-421.50 357-399 150-172.50

Lethbridge, Alberta 525-570 515-540 428-474 358-388 195-210 3,200-4,900

November 8 9,393 340-435 315-340 280-314 250-290 236-261 220-240 212.50 103-139 1,700-2,800
Alabama 275-360 244-320 235-270 210-250 192-235 200-217 193 129-157 900-2,350
November 11 1,137 300-322.50* 285-347* 260-310* 256-304* 239-285.50* 236-246* 222-232.50* 102-129
Lexington, KY 252.50* 251-275* 238-267* 230-263* 220-255.25* 192.50-229* 171-222.25* 131-159 875-2,200
November 11 7,463 355-400 315-365 270-320 257-290 252-284 220-263
Joplin, MO 370 302-330 263-310 250-280 240-269 235-245 200-228
November 11 7,908 300-375 285-355 260-322 235-290 220-275 210-265 150-236 96-135 1,525-2,650
Tennessee 260-330 232.50-305 220-285 212.50-270 187.50-237.50 162-218 147-227.75 115-170 1,000-2,200
November 12 3,844 230-310 200-307 202.50-293 210-260 185-244 154-249
Virginia 235 130-252.50 197.50-244 185-234 172.50-225 150-215 130-210

EA
ST

EA
ST

November 7 1,130 295-350 333.50-382 314.50-353 278-317.50 244.50-266 105-138
Willcox, AZ 304.50-342 284-337.50 285.50-329 229-600 208.50-650 110-135 1,800-2,000
November 12 12,504 331-435 370-440 330-380 264-338 236-295 237-263 197.50-251 80-177 2,325-2,875
Colorado 342.50-351 310-364 260-330 231-281 226-251 218-246.10 191-234 116-170 885-2,750
No report available
La Junta, CO
November 11 1,169 380-410 330-375 275-325 255-285 230-260 150-240 125-140
Loma, CO 325-380 300-345 255-285 235-250 210-245 180-220 155-161
November 13 1,490 370-415 335-391 295-362.50 274-305.50 246-271 240-269 105-146
Dodge City, KS 327.50-345 251-340 243-297.50 231-273 230-246.50 228-232 125-158 1,225-2,175
November 7 2,302 387.50 292.50-382 287.50-383 283-371 256-305 245-274.50 225-231 100-131 2,800
Pratt, KS 312.50-332 268-311 257-326 243-275.75 218-221 211-225 126-158 1,625-1,825
November 7 1,970 375 321-358 270-321 247-278 246.50-273 231-257.50
Salina, KS 325-352 292-326 260-292 226-270 221-248 222-239
November 7 1,739 308-367 298-368 261-305 234-272 214-235 181-226 101-117.50 1,525-2,225
Clovis, NM 312-350 265-290 222-288 201-255 200-237 168-190 126-152 800-2,600
November 12 4,700 360-430 275-420 262.50-325 244-287.50 237.50-274 244
El Reno, OK 290-330 247.50-329 232.50-275 223-270 200-230 227
November 13 2,100 373-400 290-373 281-321 246-299 234-250 218-231 105-120 1,525-2,175
McAlester, OK 311-330 288-315 243-262 228-255 211-233 180-220 139-160 925-2,100
November 12 6,164 385-420 355-405 318-367.50 275-329 244-288 233-263 200-247
Oklahoma City, OK 310-335 314-362.50 260-305 227-283 230-255 223-238 205-224.50
November 8 1,584 225-330 261-358 255-320 230-280 220-255 206-236 102-123 1,900
Cuero, TX 216-300 242-330 227-308 217-307 202-250 191-212 140-154 1,100-1,700
November 7 876 270 230-286 220-250 220-255 239 90-129
Dalhart, TX 250-270 240-275 217-250 210-230 180-190
November 7 907 315-327.50 271-273 242-245 236 90-121 1,650
San Angelo, TX 290 254-260 236 223 214-223 124-146 1,375-2,250
No report available
Tulia, TX
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November 12 8,404 359-396 301-364 270-325 241-298.50 239.50-280 235-258 99-175
Iowa 275-326 255-315 243-286 220-268 190-244 178-228.75 89-175
November 12 5,052 455-485 382.50-457.50 328-390 288-346 261-294 250-271 245-251 92-124.50
Miles City, MT 398-460 334-390 302.50-337 250-315.50 241-261.50 242.50 225-242.50 116-156
November 13 3,520 365-400 340-385 306-360 280-318.50 264-289 249.50-270
Bassett, NE 322.50-335 209-335 272-306 249-276 248-252 225-236.50
November 9 3,340 360-405 320-376 304-327.50 277-315 253-292 260.25
Ericson, NE 337.50-386 295-332.50 267-297.50 244-253 217-242
November 12 681 397 325-365 280-319 269-275
Imperial, NE 301-305 283-311 254-300 250
No report available
Kearney, NE
November 8 2,121 378-418 340-355 304.50-310 285.50-305.50 253.25-256.25
Lexington, NE 316-348 285-315 268.50-281 239.50
November 7 4,360 381-435 339-388 294.50-348.50 266-290 259
Ogallala, NE 340-359 281-333 257.50-281 250-262.50 254-265.50 210-244.50
November 7 1,685 382-395 351-387 305.50-329 293-301.25
Valentine, NE 357.50 311-348.50 283-301 263 242
November 8 3,272 385-409 302.50-382.50 290-331 274.50-279.50 247.50-259.25
Herreid, SD 300-340 287-345 267-292.50 256.50-259.50 245-253.50 224.50-240
November 13 5,475 380-447 340-394 299-350 269-291 248-269 244-262
Torrington, WY 355-400 305-355 275-321 252-271 239-249 216
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November 7 2,500 240-343 230-300 220-270 200-254 185-224 105-124 2,000-3,350
Orland, CA 220-315 210-274 200-258 180-234 100-148 1,700-3,050
No report available
Escalon, CA
November 11 577 250-340 250-315 250-310 220-285 200-228 190-210 90-160
Famoso, CA 230-300 230-288 200-275 200-232 190-220 110-125
No report available
Galt, CA
November 12 906 290-365 285-352 264-345 246-274 220-234 200-217 98-129
Turlock, CA 260-344 265-336 255-297 220-240 200-216 195-217 119-154
November 12 2,645 355-450 285-425 260-380 232.50-317.50 215-279 213-254 205-234 90.50-126
Salina, UT 290-390 250-385 230-337.50 215-293 195-254 185-230 120-215 102-252
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November 8 N/A 295-344 285-342 260-315 240-286 220-272 210-265 102-123
Blackfoot, ID 265-311 260-330 240-300 230-263 210-258 190-232 111-133.50
November 7 816 381-400 380 284-313 242.50-269 220-236 212-213 105-139
Burley, ID 290 296 227.50-237 227 197-216 137-142
No report available
Emmett, ID
November 9 966 190-260* 182-270* 200-254* 170-225* 180-214* 85-116 1,025-2,575
Eugene, OR 234-277.50* 235-277.50* 188-242* 170-216* 120-134 800-1,500
November 11 1,198 310-330 320-355 286-325 250-263 240-250 220-237 98-124
Madras, OR 275-317.50 260-289 238-249 228-240 195-223 115-140
No report available
Vale, OR
November 11 374 182.50-270 212.50-277.50 220-267.50 175-252.50 180 164-195 78-149 2,400-2,700
Davenport, WA 200-240 167.50-263 150-246 110-222.50 166-210 138-190 100-128 1,550-2,225
November 7 1,780 339* 234* 240-250* 107-163 3,200-3,300
Toppenish, WA 258* 238-242.50* 225-228* 100-129.50 1,375-2,900
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T
NO
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Selected AuctionsSelected Auctions
Week Ending November 14, 2024Week Ending November 14, 2024

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

DATE
200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb. 500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up

SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
MARKET SLAUGHTER BULLS REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,970
Nov. '24 176,186 Neg. Sales 21+ days 697
Dec. '24 145,938 Formula sales 3,976
Jan. '25 107,590 Forward contract sales 235
Feb. '25 89,103 Domestic sales 6,178
Mar. '25 93,765 NAFTA Exports 120

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: NOVEMBER 10, 2024NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: NOVEMBER 10, 2024
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 43,126 4,548
Formula 253,697 3,172
Negotiated Cash 74,748 212
Negotiated Grid 45,825 1,882
Packer Owned 10,073 N/A
Total 427,469 9,814

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES  
Live FOB Steer 4,786 1,520 185.09
Live FOB Heifer 1,875 1,324 184.93
Dressed Del Steer 2,657 979 292.40
Dressed Del Heifer 768 865 291.17
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 346 1,448 187.71
Live FOB Heifer 340 1,264 187.90
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 531 1,456 178.18
Live FOB Heifer 788 1,359 177.84
Dressed Del Steer 5,432 985 281.97
Dressed Del Heifer 1,222 847 282.00

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your 

customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside! 
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

Santa Teresa, NM - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold steady. Heifers traded steady. 
Trade active, demand good. Supply 

consisted of steers and spayed heifers 
weighing 300-700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 287-297
400-500 lbs 267-277
500-600 lbs 247-257

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 337-347
400-500 lbs 307-317
500-600 lbs 277-287

Douglas, AZ - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold steady. Heifers traded steady. 
Trade active, demand good. Supply 

consisted of steers and spayed heifers 
weighing 300-700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 282-292
400-500 lbs 262-272
500-600 lbs 242-252

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 334-344
400-500 lbs 304-314
500-600 lbs 274-284

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLEUSDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
November 13,  2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: Week Ago EST: 6,800 Year Ago Act: 8,850

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 172.91 -1.20
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 171.59 -1.90
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 176.13 N/A
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 174.61 -1.03
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 113.90 -4.61
*Price comparison from one week ago.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 lbs. All sales fob port of entry.)

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, November 12, 2024Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, November 12, 2024
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 313.44 318.14 311.91
601-700 lbs 288.09 283.55 291.71
701-800 lbs 266.51 271.42 262.89
801-900 lbs 241.87 244.71 242.53

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 311.74 312.90 286.07
501-600 lbs 285.81 276.38 267.02
601-700 lbs 262.12 258.00 247.55
701-800 lbs 240.37 242.22 225.94

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

11/4/2024 10/28/2024
Feeders 30,705 31,083 1,176,686 1,026,479

  CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
11/8 11/11 11/12 11/13 11/14 High* Low*

Dec. 18370 18370 18488 18463 18398 19975 16853
Feb. 18530 18538 18653 18655 18605 19000 16668
Apr. 18653 18675 18808 18810 18773 19043 17005
Jun. 18108 18125 18265 18278 18268 18258 18068

    CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
11/8 11/11 11/12 11/13 11/14 High* Low*

Nov. 24543 24615 24725 24713 24800 26460 21920
Jan. 24143 24225 24395 24445 24480 27095 22268
Mar. 23938 24005 24203 24290 24300 26625 22460
Apr. 24055 24133 24343 24433 24450 24315 24118
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

18

CutoutsCutouts FED BOXED BEEFFED BOXED BEEF
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Nov 14 303.80 276.66 264.28 79.98 326.65
Nov 13 306.94 278.66 266.41 73.56 332.65
Nov 12 308.27 279.92 267.24 N/A 329.77
Nov 11 308.21 281.84 270.07 78.19 340.56
Nov 8 307.93 279.19 272.67 65.73 345.30

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

November 8 6,878 311.45 229 358.81 1,238 323.64 2,116 310.24 799 285.54 2,496 268.39
November 1 6,884 316.14 223 362.28 1,206 323.89 2,088 314.98 785 291.31 2,582 272.57
October 25 7,310 315.41 216 359.26 1,248 323.73 2,068 315.81 807 292.43 2,970 275.73
October 18 7,570 310.98 270 354.94 1,383 316.87 2,339 312.38 783 290.02 2,795 275.53

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 11/14/2024This Week: 11/14/2024 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago
Choice Fed Steers 185.09 q 187.71 178.18

CME Feeder Index 251.04  249.92 228.76

Boxed Beef Average 303.80 q 309.46 294.72

Average Dressed Steers 292.40  N/A 281.97

Live Slaughter Weight* 1,423   1,382 1,379

Weekly Slaughter** 619,000   615,000 618,000

Weekly Beef Production*** 536.4  532.1 514.2

Hide/Offal Value 11.22  11.05 18.74

Corn Price 4.28  4.27 4.75

  *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MMARKET ARKET NNEWSEWS
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Total beef exports increased 
3.6% year over year in Sep-
tember, bringing the total for 
the first nine months of the 
year to just 2.9% below last 
year (Figure 1). Japan is the 
No. 1 export market, up 8.4% 
in September and up 0.6% 
year over year thus far in 2024. 
No. 2 South Korea was up 
5.9% in September but re-
mains down 10.3% for the first 
nine months of the year. Chi-
na/Hong Kong is the No. 3 
export destination, down 
12.3% in September and 
down 10.2% year over year for 
the January-September peri-
od. 

Beef exports to fourth-

ranked Mexico were up 11.2% 
in September and are up 
10.9% year over year for the 
first nine months of the year. 
Canada is the No. 5 export 
market and was down 16.6% 
year over year in September 
and down 5.5% for the year to 
date. Beef exports to No. 6 
Taiwan were up 35.9% year 
over year in September, bring-
ing the year-to-date total just 
0.7% below one year ago. 

Total beef imports remain 
significantly stronger in 2024, 
up 23% year over year in Sep-
tember and up 21.1% thus far 
in 2024 (Figure 2). Canada 
remains the No. 1 beef import 
source, just fractionally higher 

than Australia. Beef imports 
from Canada were down 0.7% 
year over year in September 
but remain up by 2.7% over 
last year. Imports from Austra-
lia have jumped sharply in 
2024, up 60% in September 
and up 68.4% for the year to 
date compared to one year 
ago.  

Brazil has also grown 
sharply as a source of U.S. beef 
imports, up 87.4% in Septem-
ber and up 44.9% for the Jan-
uary-September period. Bra-
zil is the No. 3 beef import 
source in 2024, up from No. 5 
last year. The No. 4 beef im-
port market is New Zealand, 
with September imports 

down 20% from one year ago 
but up 6.2% year over year for 
the first nine months of the 
year. 

Mexico is the No. 5 beef 
import source, down from 

third place last year, with Sep-
tember imports up 6.2% year 
over year, but down 13.4% for 
the year to date. Uruguay is 
the sixth largest beef import 
source and was up 11.2% in 

September and is up 64.8%
year over year thus far in 2024.
— Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma
State University Extension
livestock marketing special-
ist

An update on beef exports and imports
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TURLOCK LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION YARD

2024 Upcoming                                        Sales                          

Online Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.com

209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

Call today to consign your cattle!

Max Olvera  209-277-2063Max Olvera  209-277-2063
Steve Faria 209-988-7180Steve Faria 209-988-7180
Justin Ramos  209-844-6372Justin Ramos  209-844-6372
John Luiz  209-480-5101John Luiz  209-480-5101
Jake Bettencourt Jake Bettencourt  209-262-4019 209-262-4019
Travis Johnson Travis Johnson  209-996-8645209-996-8645
Tim Sisil  209-631-6054Tim Sisil  209-631-6054

John Bourdet  831-801-2343John Bourdet  831-801-2343
Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527
Matt Miller  209-914-5116Matt Miller  209-914-5116
Brandon Baba  209-480-1267Brandon Baba  209-480-1267
Bud Cozzi  Bud Cozzi  209-652-4480209-652-4480
Eddie Nunes Eddie Nunes In Memory of In Memory of 

1944-20241944-2024

������������
RENO, NVRENO, NV

When marketing When marketing 
your calves at TLAY, your calves at TLAY, 

don’t forget how don’t forget how 
essential  the 2essential  the 2 ndnd 
round of shots is. round of shots is. 

Make sure to include Make sure to include 
a modifi ed live a modifi ed live 

vaccination.vaccination.

SALE DAY SALE DAY 
IS PAY DAYIS PAY DAY

����������������������������������������
TLAY FALL ROUNDUP FEEDER SALESTLAY FALL ROUNDUP FEEDER SALES

Mark your calendars!Mark your calendars!
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SPECIAL FEEDER SALE & SPECIAL FEEDER SALE & 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

����
CC

1919 thth 
AnniversaryAnniversary

B U L L  G U I D E
N O R T H  A M E R I C A N

The Bull Guide hits mailboxes Jan. 6, 2025.
DON’T MISS THE CHANCE 

TO BE A PART OF IT.

Contact a fi eld rep 
& advertise today! 

A D  D E A D L I N E:
N OV. 25

www.WLJ.net

dressed weight was 958 lbs., 
1 lb. above the prior week.

“Demand has been the 
star of the 2024 cattle mar-
ket,” Fish said. “Despite news 
reports of tight cattle num-
bers, 2024 fed cattle slaugh-
ter will be very close to 2023 
and may exceed it by 50k 
head.”

Boxed beef prices contin-
ue to decline. The Choice 
cutout lost about $5 to close 
at $303.80, and the Select 
cutout lost about $3 to close 
at $276.66.

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures trad-

ed mostly steady over the 
week, with the November 
contract down 3 cents to 
$247.62 and the January con-
tract down about a dollar to 
$243.20.

The CME Feeder Cattle In-
dex gained $1.12 to close at 
$251.04.

Corn futures were down 
about 10 cents apiece, with 
the December contract at 
$4.19 and the March contract 
at $4.30.

“Rainy weather slowed 
movement of cattle to market 
and many auction markets 
reported light receipts,” the 
Cattle Report said. “The rains 
may have slowed receipts in 
many areas but they jump-
started prices for light cattle.”

Stewart wrote on Monday: 
“What was potentially the 
most impressive note 
throughout the day for the 
feeder cattle market was the 
continued demand in the 
countryside for feeders and 
calves. Prices were noted as 
sharply higher in numerous 
sale reports, as buyers are still 
needing more cattle for their 
pens.”

Missouri: Joplin Regional 
Stockyards in Carthage sold 
7,500 head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier, feed-
er steers under 725 lbs. sold 
$5-20 higher with heavier 
weights selling steady to $3 

higher. Feeder heifers sold 
steady to $10 higher. Bench-
mark steers averaging 769 lbs. 
sold from $252-266, averag-
ing $261.69.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Na-
tional Stockyards in Oklaho-
ma City sold 6,200 head on 
Monday. Compared to a 
week earlier, feeder steers 
sold $2-4 higher, except 600-
700 lbs. sold $10 higher. Feed-
er heifers sold steady to $2 
higher. Steer and heifer calves 
sold $15-20 higher. Bench-
mark steers averaging 714 lbs. 
sold from $252-259.50, aver-
aging $255.31.

South Dakota: Sioux Falls 
Regional Cattle Auction in 
Worthing sold 3,548 head on 
Monday. Compared to a 
week earlier, steer and heifer 
calves sold with higher un-
dertones compared to a lim-
ited test. Yearling steers sold 
$5-10 lower, and heifers sold 
$4-6 lower. Benchmark steers 
averaging 715 lbs. sold from 
$271-275, averaging $272.58. 
— Anna Miller, WLJ manag-
ing editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Feeders see demand in countryside
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Kansas State (K-State) 
University officials say a 
multimillion-dollar award 
from the U.S. Agency for 
International Develop-
ment (USAID) will support 
work by researchers on 
multiple continents to 
make agriculture more re-
silient to varying manage-
ment practices, climates 
and extreme weather 
events.  

The university was se-
lected as the management 
entity for the Climate Re-
silient Sustainable Intensi-
fication Innovation Lab, or 
CRSIIL, as part of USAID’s 
Feed the Future program, 
with funding of up to $50 
million over the next five 
years. 

Feed the Future Deputy 
Coordinator for Develop-
ment Dina Esposito an-
nounced the award during 
the recent World Food 
Prize in Des Moines, IA. 

“The Feed the Future in-
novation lab network, in-
cluding these newly fund-

ed labs, will advance tech-
nology development and 
draw on the expertise of 
top U.S. universities and 
host country research in-
stitutions to tackle some of 
the world’s greatest chal-
lenges in agriculture and 
food security,” said Esposi-
to, who is also assistant to 
the administrator for the 
Bureau for Resilience, En-
vironment, and Food Se-
curity at USAID. 

She added: “The Climate 
Resilient Sustainable In-
tensification lab led by 
Kansas State University 
will conduct research to 
develop and adapt tech-
nologies that increase ag-
ricultural productivity on 
less land with fewer envi-
ronmental tradeoffs.” 

Vara Prasad, the lab’s di-
rector, university distin-
guished professor and the 
R.O. Kruse endowed pro-
fessor in K-State’s agrono-
my department, said the 
new project continues the 
work managed during the 

past 10 years by K-State’s 
Sustainable Intensification 
Innovation Lab (SIIL), a 
$75 million project that he 
also led. The new project, 
he said, includes an em-
phasis on climate resil-
ience in crops. 

Sustainable intensifica-
tion is a term that repre-
sents researchers’ work to 
develop methods and 
technologies that increase 
agricultural yields without 
negative environmental 
impacts or cultivating 
more land. 

Funding for the previous 
SIIL ended earlier this year. 
The new award is for five 
years, at which time Prasad 
said it could be renewed 
for an additional $50 mil-
lion and five years, based 
on the progress and avail-
ability of funds. All told, 
K-State’s support from    
USAID to study sustain-
able intensification over a 
20-year period could top 
$175 million. 

“I think what this new 

award shows is USAID’s 
trust in Kansas State Uni-
versity, as well as our com-
mitment to our program 
and what we are capable of 
doing,” Prasad said. 

K-State will lead a project 
with partners in eight 
countries: Cambodia, Ban-
gladesh, Ethiopia, Tanza-
nia, Senegal, Ghana, Gua-
temala and Honduras. 
Prasad said work in these 
countries will serve as “test 
beds” for discoveries that 
can be applied around the 
world, including Kansas 
and the U.S. 

The partnership in-
cludes forming a Digital 
and Decision Agriculture 
consortium to develop im-
proved tools to assist farm-
ers in the U.S. and partner 
countries, “to become 
more efficient, productive, 
profitable and equitable,” 
according to Prasad. 

He said American and 
international researchers 
don’t need to look any fur-
ther than Kansas to see the 

value of this work. The 
state’s agricultural econo-
my thrives despite a wide 
range of variables between 
the eastern and western 
borders, including tem-
perature, rainfall, soil, 
weather and more. 

“When it comes to resil-
ience in farming, Kansas is 
the place,” Prasad said. “So 
what we learn from other 
countries is going to be 
extremely valuable for 
Kansas and other places 
around the country and 
world.” 

Prasad said CRSIIL’s 
work focuses on five areas: 

• Climate adaptation, 
mitigation and resilience.  

• Improved use of re-
sources and input use ef-
ficiency.  

• Soil fertility manage-
ment and soil health.  

• Ecological intensifica-
tion and nature-positive 
solutions.  

• A circular bio-economy 
and use of renewables. 

K-State President Rich-
ard Linton hailed the 
award, saying the work that 
will be done over five years 
symbolizes the university’s 
goal to become a next-gen-
eration land-grant univer-
sity. 

“This international proj-

ect represents one of the 
largest and most collab-
orative research grants in 
the history of K-State. It 
builds on our strengths in 
research innovation and 
affirms our global reputa-
tion for excellence in agri-
cultural and food systems,” 
Linton said. “Being recog-
nized worldwide enhances 
our position as a next-gen-
eration land-grant univer-
sity.” 

Ernie Minton, the Eldon 
Gideon dean of K-State’s 
College of Agriculture and 
director of K-State Re-
search and Extension, said 
he’s “immensely proud of 
the dedication and innova-
tion of Prasad’s team in 
earning this prestigious 
grant award.” 

“It underscores our com-
mitment to advancing ag-
ricultural research and ad-
dressing the most difficult 
challenges within the glob-
al food system,” Minton 
said. “This work will pro-
duce significant global im-
pacts and greatly benefit 
Kansas by enhancing our 
knowledge of climate-re-
silient agricultural prac-
tices that improve produc-
tivity and sustainability.” 
— K-State Research and
Extension 

K-State selected for project on sustainable intensi cation of ag

Swanson Family
Klint, Lori, Austin & Bree

406-357-2492
lori@shipwheelcattle.com

Shipwheel Dreamer 3613  
AAA 20918237

Lot 2

Shipwheel Right Time 3671  
AAA 20927050

Lot 6

Shipwheel Grand Canyon 3604  
AAA 20918232

Lot 8

Shipwheel Renown 3544  
AAA 20927077

Lot 26

Bull Sale
16 th  A n n u a l

D e c emb e r
Offering 110 18-month old bulls

1 PM
11th 2024
at the ranch
south of chinook, mT

SCAN QR CODE TO HEAD 

TO OUR WEBSITE!

Farming activities in the 
U.S. accounted for 10.5% 
of U.S. greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions in 2022. 
From 2021 to 2022, agri-
cultural GHG emissions 
decreased from 681.6 mil-
lion metric tons (mt) to 
663.6 million mt of carbon 
dioxide equivalent and de-
creased from 10.8% to 
10.5% as a share of the en-
tire U.S. economy’s emis-
sions. 

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) esti-
mated that in 2022, agri-
culture emitted 309.1 mil-
lion mt directly as nitrous 
oxide (N2O), 277 million 
mt directly as methane 
(CH4), 47.9 million mt di-
rectly as on-farm carbon 
dioxide (CO2), and indi-
rectly emitted 29.7 million 
mt through electricity the 
agricultural sector uses. 

Agricultural practices
that emit nitrous oxide in-
clude nitrogen fertilizer
application and manure
m a n a g e m e n t .  Ma j o r
sources of agricultural
methane emissions in-
clude enteric fermenta-
tion, manure management
and rice cultivation. 

The EPA has identified
the industrial sector as the
largest sectoral contribu-
tor to total GHG emissions
(29.5%), followed by trans-
portation, commercial,
residential, agriculture
and U.S. territories (listed
as a group because no spe-
cific consumption data
can be attributed within
the territories). Total U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions
in 2022 were 0.2% greater
than they were in 2021. —
USDA Economic Re-
search Service 

Ag accounted for 10.5% 
of GHG emissions in 2022
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Nov. 7, Hudson Oaks, TX
Superior Livestock Auc-
tion hosted their video 
auction live Nov. 7 from 
the Superior Livestock 
Auction Studio in Hudson 
Oaks, TX. Cattle produc-
ers sold 22,033 head of 
calves, yearlings and bred 
stock, totaling 208 lots 
from 19 states for this of-
fering. 
Strong buyer participation 
from several bidders 
throughout the auction 
resulted in 83 different 
successful buyers. Cattle 
were sold on contract to 
d e l i ve r  i m m e d i ate l y 
through July 2025. Re-
gions 3/4/5/6 feeder 

steers were steady to $12 
higher with the most ad-
vances seen on lighter 
weight steers. Feeder 
heifers from the same re-
gions were $3-5 lower on 
heifers 800 pounds and 
higher, while lighter weight 
heifers were $5-10 higher. 
Regions 1/2 feeder steers 
and heifers were only 
lightly assessed. Beef-
dairy crosses witnessed a 
strong demand, steady to 
$20 higher. Regions 
3/4/5/6 weaned calves 
were well received with 
advances of $10-20 high-
er.
Superior Livestock’s next 
offering is the Nov. 21 vid-
eo auction.

VIDEO IDEO AAUCTIONUCTION

Haley Andrews, a veteri-
nary science instructor in 
Pasadena, TX, follows one 
guiding principle when it 
comes to choosing eighth-
grade students for the high 
school veterinary science 
program: the more curious, 
the better.

“We’re really looking for 
those kids who aren’t afraid 
to get their hands dirty,” she 
said. “Veterinary science is a 
unique industry, and we love 
finding those remarkable 
kids who want to develop 
their minds for veterinary 
science.”

Andrews teaches a cus-
tomized version of the Vet-
erinary Science Certificate 
Program offered by Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice through the Depart-
ment of Animal Science. At 
her school, students under-
go a four-year pathway that 
culminates during their se-
nior year with an industry-
based certification exam.

The exam, once passed, 
guarantees graduates are 
ready and qualified for work 
as a veterinary assistant. 
They can then enter directly 
into a veterinary assistant job 
and assist in treating ani-
mals’ injuries and illnesses, 
or they can apply the knowl-
edge and experience gained 
for a multitude of other path-
ways in the life sciences.

When taken through their 
high school, students 
achieve certification for 
nothing more than the $50 
cost of the exam. And the 
program’s approval by the 
Texas Education Agency has 
made incorporating the pro-
gram into new schools easier 
than ever.

In participating high 
schools, veterinary or agri-
cultural science teachers 
lead students through the 
required coursework as part 
of a typical day. The students 
can also receive career and 
technology or science credits 
by taking the courses.

“We teach a series of class-
es, from principles of agricul-
ture and small animal man-
agement all the way up to 
advanced animal science,” 
Andrews said. “The students 
then take the practicum 
course, which is where they 
work directly with DVMs or 

licensed veterinary techni-
cians, then sit for their certi-
fication exam.”

Samantha Valdez, a cur-
rent veterinary assistant and 
previous student of Andrews, 
enrolled in the program al-
ready believing—but not 
quite sure—a veterinary ca-
reer path would be right for 
her.

“In high school, what was 
really appealing was that it 
was something new,” she 
said. “Every young kid wants 
to do something to start their 
career early, to get ahead and 
get that life experience. I 
would go to my normal Eng-
lish, math and other classes, 
then I would go to the vet-
erinary science classes and 
get to learn all the basics of 
being a vet assistant.”

She said it allowed her to 
experiment and start early 
with something she loved, 
knowing that if it turned out 
she didn’t like it, she would 
still have the chance to try 
new things before gradua-
tion.

To graduate from the pro-
gram and earn a completion 
of program certificate, stu-
dents must complete 200 
hours of coursework and 225 
clinical hours, during which 
students apprentice under 
professional supervision and 
gain 100 necessary skills, 
such as understanding the 
basics of essential food nu-
trients and how to obtain a 
patient’s history. 

After meeting these re-
quirements, students are eli-
gible to take the veterinary 
assistant certificate exam. 
Those who pass  the 
100-question exam receive a 
certificate designating them 
as a veterinary assistant.

“In those 225 hours of 
clinical apprenticeship, stu-
dents obtain all of these skills 
to make them job ready,” said 
Nikki Boutwell, program co-
ordinator of the Veterinary 
Science Certificate Program. 
“Once they take their exam, 
they’re able to go straight 
into the workforce. The cer-
tification identifies these 
graduates as industry ready 
and job trained. It shows that 
these people have the knowl-
edge and skills to walk into a 
clinic and perform the duties 
of a veterinary assistant.”

Statewide certification, 
worldwide use

Although the program was 
designed with Texas in mind, 
it’s used in classrooms and 
for personal study across the 
U.S. and internationally.

The veterinary science 
program is one of two pro-
grams within AgriLife Exten-
sion that meet the industry-
based certification standard 
granted by the Texas Educa-
tion Agency. The standard 
ensures the curriculum ade-
quately prepares students for 
success in the workforce and/
or postsecondary education.

Schools also benefit from 
including industry-based 
certifications because they 
contribute to academic ac-
countability ratings, which 
are a key metric for assessing 
a school’s performance.

Though the veterinary sci-
ence program standards and 
requirements are uniform, 
the actual implementation of 
the curriculum is intended to 
be customized. In Pasadena, 
Andrews uses it as a four-year 
program, but it can also be set 
up as a one-year track. 
Schools can also decide 
which state-approved cours-
es to include.

“What’s really cool about 
our program is that a school 
can set up their own pathway 
and decide how they want to 
offer it,” Boutwell said. “We 
assist teachers and schools to 
help them set up their pro-
gram in a way that works for 
them.”

By working with veterinary 
professionals, students also 
build a professional network.

Valdez, for instance, 
earned hours as a senior in-
tern at a vet clinic that would 
eventually lead to a full-time 
job offer. She’s been with that 
clinic for four years now.

Boutwell said the program 
can be used as a starting 
point for many different ca-
reer paths.

She explained that some 
students opt to use the 
knowledge and skills for pur-
suing an associate, under-
graduate or graduate degree 
in veterinary, animal or bio-
medical sciences. After Val-
dez earned her certification, 
she went on to pursue an 
associate’s degree and found 
she already had a solid foun-
dation for much of the 
coursework because of the 
program’s classes.

“At my high school, we 
learned the basics of veteri-
nary assistant requirements 
like grooming, nail trimming, 
ear cleaning; and they also 
added some agriculture,” she 
said. “In college, I had more 
agriculture classes, and see-

ing some of the material be-
fore helped me a lot. It made 
those classes a breeze.”

The hours of hands-on 
training are also useful for 
applications to graduate pro-
grams. When applying to vet-
erinary school, students are 
typically expected to already 
have 500 to 1,000 hours of 
clinical experience.

The early start also helps 
students find out for them-
selves if a veterinary pathway 
is something they would ac-
tually enjoy for a career, as 
Valdez did.

Andrews said many stu-
dents might come into this 
type of program because of 
their love for animals, but the 
ones who stick to it are those 

willing to get their hands 
dirty—and who aren’t squea-
mish about performing the 
medical tasks required. The 
low cost also makes the pro-
gram exceptionally appeal-
ing for low-income students.

“As the veterinary industry 
faces a shortage of qualified 
employees, there’s never 
been a more important time 
to educate youth in veteri-
nary science and usher them 
into the world of animal care,” 
Boutwell said. “We’re trying 
to help these students make 
career choices and gain expe-
rience so that they can pre-
pare for after high school and 
find what they want to do for 
a career.” — Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension

Vet science program makes job-ready high school graduates

Free Trucking on
$3000+ Sale Average:

Aberdeen, SD • Canton, OK
Douds, IA

Catalog & Videos Online at:  www.bigskyelitesale.com

Wednesday,
December 4, 2024

Lunch at noon • Sale at 1 p.m. MST
Green Mountain Red Angus • Logan, MT

Offering:
143

Registered Sale Lots
Bred Females

Donor Prospects
Elite Picks

Chuck & Carol Feddes
406-581-8826

Jake & Alyssa Feddes
406-581-8157

Manhattan, MT
www.feddesredangus.com

Craig & Taryn
DeBoer

406-570-3304
Manhattan, MT

www.ctredangus.com

Dave & Kay Klompien 
406-581-4043

Paul & Kara Herbst
406-599-5334

Manhattan, MT
www.klompienredangus.com

Bob & Julie Morton
406-580-0348

Tom & Katie Morton
Jim Morton

Three Forks, MT
www.gmracattle.com

Lot 76 – GMRA LARKABA 274K

Lot 2 – DKK MARIGOLD 7070 Lot 6 – FEDDES LAKINA 173-305

Lot 21 – C-T CHRIS 3019

Performance-Minded Cattle • Balanced EPDs • Outstanding Dispositions • Great Mothers

H O M E  O F  C H O I C E  S A N D H I L L  &&  W E S T E R N  N E B R A S K A C AT T L E W E S T E R N  N E B R A S K A C AT T L E

LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION MARKET

H O M E O F  C H O IH O M E O F C H O IH O M E O F  C H O IH O M E O F C H O I

LIVESTOCKLIVESTOCK
AUCTION MARKAUCTION MARK OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071

Special  Stocker  &  Feeder  SaleSpecial  Stocker  &  Feeder  Sale

CalvesCalves

YearlingsYearlings

Jay Nordhausen
308-289-1548       

Lance Van Winkle
308-874-4435        

Scott Van Winkle  
308-289-0249

***Many more valued and high-quality consignments can be viewed at www.ogallalalive.com***

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST, 2024

SEWARD CATTLE CO. (1,000) SimAng strs, 600-750#
07 RANCH / JENTRY LOBNER ESTATE (195) Ang & BWF strs & hfrs, 450-600#

DK BUSKIRK & SONS (150) Ang strs & hfrs, 575-725#
BOB & RYAN RUNGE (110) Ang strs & hfrs, 450-650#

MIKE DENT (135) Ang hfrs, 750-850#
DAVE & ROSE MILLER (93) Ang, BWF & Few Xbred hfrs, 800-900#



CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

ADVERTISING RATES
BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your 
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in 
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)
BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per 
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)
BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and 
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and 
handling service.
BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.
BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.
COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.
DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6 
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.
SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to 
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as 
well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count 
as two.
TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or 
mailed.
CONDITIONS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MT, the week prior to 
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and 
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.
Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy. 
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not 
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency 
commissionable.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX

Call & schedule your classified  
ad today!

800-850-2769
classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

C L AS S I F I E D  C O R R A L

22  FORFOR  11 PLACE A CLASSIFIED PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD, SEE IT IN PRINT  AD, SEE IT IN PRINT  

& ONLINE& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED CORRAL
7355 E. Orchard Road, #300 • Greenwood Village, CO 80111 

1-800-850-2769 • Fax:  303-722-0155
www.wlj.net  •   classified@wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS.  
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL 
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL BE 
PROMPTLY FORWARDED.

WWW.WLJ.NETWWW.WLJ.NET 303-722-7600303-722-7600
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CLASSIFIED@WLJ.NETCLASSIFIED@WLJ.NET1-303-722-01551-303-722-0155

Cattle 
For Sale 10

NEED EXTRA 
INCOME?

Advertise a hunting  
or fishing lease!  

 
CALL NOW!CALL NOW!    
800-850-2769800-850-2769

Take WLJ with you 
wherever you go!

Loans 36

303-773-3545
You Call Steve, I’ll Come to You.

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher 

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

Pasture 
Wanted 24

NEW & USED PIPE 
Saw Cut Post, used sucker rod, used 

guard rail.  
Conlin Supply Company, Inc 

Call Larry 209-847-8977
Delivery available.

Ag/Industrial 
Supplies 28

5th generation rancher in search of 
winter ground for 100-200 fall pairs.

 References available. 
Based in Orland. 

916-705-6861

Irrigation 27

 Fair Prices . Good Service . Rancher Owned 
  DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST 
CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY::  777755--665577--11881155  

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems

2 x 2.WLJ.option.qxp_Layout 1  5/31

Real Estate 
Southwest 20D Real Estate 

Southwest 20D

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.
RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

PRICE REDUCED! CHOICE 320± ac. – irrigated farm, w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells & an 
older home which would be liveable or could be moved. Located on pvmt. in prime farming area of 
Castro Co., TX.

PRICE REDUCED! MULESHOE RANCH – 1,074.18± ac. grassland, great access conveniently 
located outside of Muleshoe, TX.

UNION CO., NM – Just out of Clayton, NM, 2± sections  located on pvmt. complete with two 
large circles containing 398.4± ac. & 452.94± ac. irrigated by pivot sprinklers w/five irrigation wells & 
accompanying irr. equipment, on pvmt. together w/a lease of 800± ac. of Kiowa National Grassland.

UNION CO., NM – Just out of Clayton, a large feedyard w/four circles irrigated by ¼ mile sprinklers, 
six irr. wells and accompanying irr. equipment just across the hwy. from the two sections w/the grass 
lease. The two sections w/the grass lease & the feedyard w/four adjoining quarters can be purchased 
together or separately.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

Real Estate Rent/
Lease/Trade 22

Ranch for Lease
Accepting bids for irrigated Clove

Ranch in Dixon, CA.
434 Acres, cross fenced into 10

pastures. Irrigated by Rec District
2068 with a guaranteed water

supply.
Stock water well on property, feeds

all pastures and corrals.
Full set of working corrals with a

capacity of 500 head.
Ranch will be available 5/1/2025 for

the grazing season.
Send bids & information requests to:

rongilliland7@gmail.com

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Livestock 
Supplies 18

Real Estate 
Opportunities 20

Excellent selection of Angus bulls 
for sale.

AI-sired from proven cow families.
Westwind Angus

(530) 736-0727

80 head black baldy heifers
Calving date 3/10/2025 - 5/1/2025.

Bred to low birth weight Angus bulls.
Vira Shield 6VL5, dewormed and 

poured with cleanup.
Located in south central Oregon.

Call (707) 484-5696

2 Bar 
Angus
Hereford, 
Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Hay/Feed/ 
Seed 26

STAY UP TO DATE

GENTLE AMERICAN  
BEEF TYPE GRAY 

BRAHMANS
Loren Pratt

520-709-1554
44996 W. Papago Rd. 

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Dogs 
For Sale 14

Great Pyrenees, 6 years old. 
Having to rehome due to health 
and selling farm. Nov 5th male 

will be neutered, female already 
spayed. Need secure fence, like 
to dig. Bonded pair, guards home 

and barn, arena with sheep. 
Located in AZ.
(949) 275-4910

HISTORIC ‘FORT ROCK RANCH’ 
for sale in Seligman, AZ.

 This is a rare opportunity to own 
a magnificent piece of western 

history.
Lindon Gareis 

Designated Broker 
DOWN-HOME REALTY LLC

602-810-4523

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

“If you are feeding lots of 
big squares, Sinch Bale 
Feeder is the solution!”

Videos & more on website.
Phone Charles: 
(435) 459-1848

We have couples of adorable 
mini Cows & Donkeys. 
For more info Text/Call: 

(662) 625-6381

Horses/Mules 15

Real Estate
Mountain 20C

715 Acre Livestock Farm in the 
Big Horn Basin WY 

Irrigating 541 acres, 4 pivots with 
free water.  Functional 

improvements, 4 bedroom home, 
large shop with attached apartment, 

livestock barn, 2 large metal 
buildings, corrals with fed pens.

$3,190,000
RuraLands Real Estate 

contact: frank@ruralands.com
307-851-2426
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ARNTZEN ANGUS 
FEMALE SALE

Nov. 8, Lewistown, MT
660 Total lots. . . . .$3,017
52 Commercial bred 
cows. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,400
346 Commercial AI bred 
heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,184
262 Commercial bull bred 
heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . .2,720
Auctioneer: Kyle Shobe

TOPS—Commercial AI 
bred heifers: 35 bred 
heifers AI’d for Feb. 10; 
$3,750. 52 bred heifers AI’d 
for Feb. 15; $3,450. 10 bred 
heifers AI’d for Feb. 25; 
$3,375. Bred cows: 52, 
3-6-year-old cows to calve 
April-May; $3,400. — DEVIN 
MURNIN

GREEN MOUNTAIN 
ANGUS RANCH BULL 

SALE
Nov. 11, Billings, MT

366 Total lots . . . . $6,803
259 Total bulls  . . . . 8,305
25 Fall yearling 
bulls  . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,460
200 Bull calves. . . . 8,295
34 2-year-old 
bulls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,780
107 Commercial bred 
heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,166

Auctioneer: Roger 
Jacobs

TOPS: GMAR Armstrong 
M204, 2/6/2024 by S 
Armstrong; to Wilson Angus 
Ranch, Watford City, ND, 
$35,000. GMAR Armstrong 
012L, 8/30/2023 by S 
Armstrong; to Darrell and Pat 
Howard, Dunn Center, ND, 
$32,000. GMAR Armstrong 
M063, 1/7/2024 by S 
Armstrong; to Vision Angus, 
Amherst, CO, and Beartooth 

Angus, Billings, MT, $27,500.
G M A R  H a r l ey  M 0 0 1,
12/25/2023 by WSC Harley;
to Sellman Ranch, Crawford,
N E,  $ 26,0 0 0.  G M A R
Armstrong M071, 1/8/2024
by S Armstrong; to Darrell
and Pat Howard, Dunn
Center, ND, $21,000. GMAR
Scale Crusher M 289,
2/15/2024 by Marcys Scale
Crusher 29; to Wilson Angus
Ranch, Watford City, NE,
$20,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

MONTANA RANCH BULL
& FEMALE SALE

Nov. 9, Bigfork, MT
140 Total lots  . . . . $8,293
80 Angus bulls. . . . 11,656
60 Total females . . 3,808
4 Angus bred 
cows. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,625 
6 Angus bred heifers   . . . 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,416
50 Commercial bred 
heifers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,310

Auctioneer: Roger 
Jacobs

T O P S :  M o n t a n a
Loadmaster 3007, by Sitz
Barricade 632F; to Herndon
Farms, Lyons, GA, and Circle
F Farms, Baxley, GA,
$55,000. Montana Lasso
3029, by Sitz Logo 12964; to
Herndon Farms, Lyons, GA,
$36,000. Montana Lifeline
3028, by Square B Atlantis
8060; to Herndon Farms,
Lyo n s,  G A,  $ 32,0 0 0.
Montana Legacy 3326, by
Brooking Revival 0074; to
Double M Ranch, Lusk, WY,
$25,000. Montana Level Up
3204, by Brooking Revival
0074; to Vision Angus,
Amherst, CO, $22,000. —
LOGAN IPSEN

Sale ReportsSale Reports
ARNTZE

Sale Calendar is a service to 
our advertisers. There is a 
minimum advertising 
requirement to be eligible to 
be listed in the Sale Calendar. 
Contact your fieldman for 
more information or to have 
your date added to the Sale 
Calendar. We will only run 
auction sale dates or private 
treaty start dates.

ANGUS
Nov. 18 – J&L Livestock, 
Bred Females Sale, Billings, 
MT
Nov. 21 – JR Ranch & 
Sackmann Cattle, Bull Sale, 
Othello, WA
Nov. 22 – TD Angus, Female 
Sale, North Platte, NE
Nov. 23 – Baldridge/
Tiedeman & Frank Cattle and 
Genetics, Female Sale, 
Chappell, NE
Nov. 23 – Diamond Peak 
Cattle Co., Female Sale, 
Loma, CO
Nov. 23 – Redland Angus, 
Bull Sale, Buffalo, WY
Nov. 23 – Spring Cove 
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, ID
Nov. 23 – Queen Ann Cattle, 
Female Sale, Loma, CO
Nov. 26 – Paint Rock Angus, 
Bull Sale, Hyattville, WY
Nov. 29 – Vermilion Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Billings, MT
Dec. 2 – Jacobsen Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT
Dec. 2 – Stevenson’s 
Diamond Dot, Bull Sale, 
Hobson, MT
Dec. 3 – Stevenson Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Hobson, MT
Dec 3 – ZumBrunnen Angus, 
Production Sale, Lusk, WY
Dec. 4 – Beef Country 
Breeders, Bull Sale, 
Columbus, MT

Dec. 5 – Kern Cattle, Bull 
Sale, Visalia, CA
Dec. 5 – Sitz Angus, Bull 
Sale, Harrison, MT
Dec. 6 – KG Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Three Forks, MT
Dec. 7 – Reverse Rocking R 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Maxwell, 
NM
Dec. 9 – Hollow Top Angus, 
Bull Sale, Pony, MT

HEREFORD
Nov. 25 – Berry Herefords, 
Bull Sale, Cheyenne, WY
Dec. 6 – Western States 
Hereford Sale, Reno, NV

RED ANGUS
Nov. 18 – Lautenschlager 
Red Angus, Female Sale, 
Othello, WA
Dec. 4 – Big Sky Elite Female
Sale, Three Forks, MT
Dec. 9 – Cross Diamond, Bull
Sale, Bertrand, NE

SALERS
Dec. 2 – Jacobsen Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

SIMANGUS
Dec. 6 – Yardley Cattle Co., 
Female Sale, Beaver, UT
Dec. 7 – T-Heart Ranch, 
Female Sale, La Garita, CO

SIMMENTAL
Dec. 7 – Montana 
Simmental, Female Sale, 
Billings, MT

STABILIZER
Dec. 7 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Loma, CO

COMMERCIAL
Nov. 18 – COLA’s 21st 
Century Female Sale, 
Madras, OR 
Nov. 23 – Spring Cove 
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, ID

Sale CalendarSale Calendar
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