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PROPERTY RIGHTS — Twelve
states are backing North Dakota
ranchers in a legal fight over land
taken for a pipeline. Page 3

WATER HALTED — A federal
judge has temporarily blocked ir-
rigation at a historic Montana
cattle ranch to protect endan-
gered bull trout. Page 13

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

“The existing wildfire situations
across the state of Texas have The
Texas Animal Health Commission
(TAHC) emergency responders
currently working in Bastrop, Tra-
vis, Cass and Waller counties. The
TAHC is the lead state agency for
livestock related disaster response
and continues to provide assess-
ments of animal needs in the af-
fected areas while working closely
with local authorities to resolve
those needs. The TAHC staffed
the State Operations Center
(SOCQ) in support of response
operations,” read the Sept. 19,
2011, WLJ article.
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Screwworm cases move closer to US border

— Market promotionplan
announced
A new case of New World screw-

worm (NWS) was detected south of
the U.S./Mexico border in late Sep-
tember, marking the closest caseyet
atjust 70 miles away.

Beef trade recalibrates as
Brazil, US shape market

— Overallproductionis
lower

Global beef markets are tighten-
ing as Brazil’s record-setting ex-
ports collide with rising U.S. tariffs
and shrinking domestic supply,
according to RaboResearch’s Q3
2025 Global Beef Quarterly report.
The study warns that geopolitics
and seasonal conditions are re-
shaping trade flows and pushing
global cattle prices higher even as
production volumes contract.

“Northern Hemisphere coun-
tries continue to stand out at re-
cord prices,” said Angus Gidley-
Baird, senior analyst of animal
protein for RaboResearch. “But
pricesinthe U.S. and Canada have
moderated in recent weeks, sug-
gesting some of the heat is going
out of the market. Meanwhile,
prices in Southern Hemisphere

countries continue to increase.”
He continued, “The reduced vol-
umes of beefin the North American
market, plus what appears to be a
slightimprovement in the Chinese
market, have generated stronger
demand for Southern Hemisphere
beefsuppliers. This demand isnow
flowing through to cattle prices”

Brazil’s record exports

Brazil’s beef industry is setting
new records even as it confronts
mounting trade barriers. Accord-
ing to the report, Brazilian beef
exports surpassed 300,000 metric
tons (mt) in July, a 17% year-over-
year increase, while export reve-
nues surged 46% to $1.7 billion.
Year-to-date exports have grown by
13% in volume and 30% in value.

China and the U.S. remain Bra-
zil’s largest buyers, together

See RABO REPORT on page 13

On Sept. 21, Mexico’s National
Service of Agro-Alimentary Health,
Safety, and Quality (SENASICA)
confirmed an NWS case was found

Clint Austin
A case of New World screwworm was detected in a heifer less than 70 miles south of the U.S./Mexico border in late September.

in the state of Nuevo Le6n in Sabi-
nas Hidalgo, less than 70 miles away
from the closest point of the border.
Sabinas Hidalgo is located near a
major highway that connects Mon-
terrey, Nuevo Leon, to Laredo, TX,
which is a heavily trafficked com-
mercial thoroughfare.

Preliminary reports from
SENASICA indicated the case was
found in an 8-month-old heifer
moved to a feedlot in Nuevo Leén
from a region in southern Mexico
with known active NWS cases. The
potential link to animal movement
“underscores the non-negotiable
need” for Mexico to follow the U.S.-
Mexico Joint Action Plan for NWS
in Mexico, USDA said.

“This is a national security prior-
ity,” emphasized USDA Secretary
Brooke Rollins in response to the
news. “We have given Mexico every
opportunity and every resource
necessary to counter NWS since
announcing the NWS Bold Plan in
June 2025”

Rollins said that the department
is executingits five-pronged plan to
protect the border, “even in the ab-
sence of cooperation.” Key seg-
ments of the plan include investing

See SCREWWORM on page 7

New reports highlight animal
activists’ tactics and trends

—Collected $865Min
revenue

The Animal Agriculture Alliance
released two updated reports ex-
posing the tactics and vast funding
of vegan and animal rights groups
inthe US.

The Major Animal Activist
Groups Web report illustrates the
strategic, interconnected nature of
these organizations, while the Rad-
ical Vegan Activism report high-
lights trends and incidents of ex-
tremist action.

“Animal activist group tactics are
becoming more extreme in nature,
putting farmers, ranchers, and food
workers—not to mention food se-
curity—at risk,” said Hannah
Thompson-Weeman, president
and CEO of the Alliance.

“While some groups may out-
wardly appear more moderate in
goals and beliefs, they are all con-

nected by one key mission: to elim-
inate animal agriculture and take a
nutrient-dense food group off of the
menu”

Collectively, the profiled groups
bring in over $865 million in an-
nual revenue, money the Alliance
said is used to drive anti-animal
agriculture campaigns and legal
actions aimed at dismantling the
U.S. food production system.

Documented attacks

Accordingto the updated Radical
Vegan Activism report, nearly one
in four animal rights extremist at-
tacks now target farmers and food
workers. In 2024 alone, the Alliance
documented 189 actions against
agriculture and 62 against food
services, including:

« Fifty-nine acts of vandalism.

o Forty-three incidents of animal
theft or release.

o Thirty-one trespasses.

« Five cases of arson.

These actions spanned the U.S,,
with Massachusetts (37 incidents),
California (36 incidents) and New
York (34 incidents) among the most
targeted states. Globally, the U.S.
ranked second behind the United
Kingdom for such attacks, record-
ing more than 300 incidents last
year.

Key players

In addition to the activism report,
anupdated group profile report pro-
vides detailed profiles of leading or-
ganizations driving anti-agriculture
campaigns, showing how they oper-
ateand fundraise on a massive scale.

« American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA):
With $279 million in revenue,

See ACTIVISTS on page 8

week.

$360-365.

aged $370.82.

Live cattle futures traded mostly sideways over the week.
The October contract lost 32 cents to close at $232.05, and
the December contract gained 15 cents to close at $234.30. | s

Cash trade through Thursday totaled about 30,000 head. | ©*
Live steers sold from $231-237, and dressed steers sold from | ...,

Cash trade for the week ending Sept. 14 totaled 56,656 | ™
head. Live steers averaged $237.39, and dressed steers aver- | s«

Slaughter through Thursday totaled about 466,000 head,
compared to 460,000 head a week earlier. Total slaughter for

The market opened the week on a higher note following a bullish
Cattle on Feed report on Friday, but trading was more volatile over the

Markets reacted also to the news of the latest detection of New World
screwworm, waiting to see USDA’s response after it teased a “significant
plan” on Sunday to help rebuild the American cattle supply. “This is
only the beginning with many more announcements coming this week
asUSDA restores American strength, protects food security, and supports
America’s ranchers and farmers,” USDA said.

Cattle markets volatile over shifting dynamics

aweek earlier is estimated at 552,000 head. Actual slaughter for the week
ending Sept. 13 was 573,378 head. The average steer dressed weight was
959 Ibs., up 1 Ib. from the previous week.

Boxed beef prices continued their seasonal decline. The Choice cutout
lost nearly $14 to close at $371.97, and the Select cutout lost nearly $8 to

close at $353.45.

“Multiple packers have been performing plant maintenance as oflate,
which has curtailed their demand for cattle,” wrote Cassie Fish, market

analyst, in The Beef on
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Thursday. “Plus, margins
are red again after a brief

See MARKETS on page 11
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Too early to tell

T he latest Cattle on Feed
report, released Sept. 19,
immediately shifted
some analysts’ thinking. For
starters, the report was right on
point with expectations at first.
Cattle and calves on feed for
slaughter totaled 1% below last
year’s volume. No surprises
there. Then, things shifted.
Placements in feedlots fell sharp-
ly by 10%. Keep in mind, March showed 18% less place-
ments with somewhat skewed data. Also, the last three
months have been 6% down, 8% down and 8% down, re-
spectively. Immediately, analysts touted the “heifer re-
tention has started” chant. I do feel that everything needs
to stay in check.

For starters, with the New World screwworm inching
its way closer to the U.S. every single day, the southern
border trade has nearly halted. As of this writing, the lat-
est confirmed case was within 70 miles of the border. Ac-
cording to data quoted in an interview on Fox News with
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins, from January
through July, the U.S. has imported 63% less head from
Mexico. The latest Cattle on Feed report showed this data
quite expressively with Texas being one of the most im-
pacted states across all three measured categories: on
feed, placements and marketings. This is just one factor.

On the herd expansion front, there are two major fac-
tors that we don't truly have a grasp on that only time will
tell. First, over the past several years—especially when
the market was tougher and much of the nation was in
severe drought from 2016-22, which caused the over-
whelming herd reduction that led us to current national
cow herd levels—we don’t truly know how many opera-
tions exited. Furthermore, now that the market has truly
turned, total herd dispersals have continued. Ranchers
looking at this market as an opportunity to disperse while
the market is high has been an enticing factor for a lot of
people. As a nation, we simply don’t know how many
operations have fully exited the marketplace. The sec-
ondary effect this has is what is happening to these oper-
ations’ resources? Clearly this is a case-by-case basis, but
the question must be asked. Are the ranches being sold
to other ranchers? Are they being sold to developers? Are
the owners just selling cows and leasing the ranch out? I
think we all know places that fall into each individual cat-
egory. So begs the question: who will be operating on
these acres? The two obvious answers are current larger
operations or young producers trying to get in the busi-
ness. Currently, I think the answer is that big operations
are going to get bigger. They have the established cash
flow, have had multiple years of better markets and have
established relationships with lending institutions. The
younger producer has a set of limitations that could
make it extremely difficult for someone to enter and grow
in this marketplace. Agricultural lending institutions are
dealing with depressed farming income, so lending to a
young producer in the highest market ever with relatively
high interest rates carries a substantial amount of risk.

Second, urban sprawl has continued regardless of
higher interest rates, mortgage concerns and a slower
economy in the same time span. Acreage for both farm-
ing and livestock production have continued to be
chewed up outside city limits and eliminating productive
agricultural ground. With interest rates expected to come
down substantially over the next few years, this will con-
tinue to impact producing acres as real estate buying has
tempered but could surge in more favorable lending
conditions.

In Paul Dykstra’s latest CAB Insider newsletter, he
quotes the carcass weights trend in our industry. Accord-
ing to his data, our industry has put on 46 pounds per
carcass in the last two years. Additionally, the data shows
atleast a 68-1b. weight increase per carcass since 2019.
This summer’s row crops and feedstuffs are going to help
keep rations quite affordable, and cattle are going to con-
tinue to get bigger this year. This trend isn’t slowing
down. With the southern border closed and the Trump
administration trying to limit beef imports, the product
will need to come from somewhere, and it most likely
will be made up in this area.

While I do think that some producers are looking to re-
tain heifers or build their cow herds back, I don’t think
it's a sweeping feeling. It’s too early to tell what producers
are doing this year with their replaceable females. We
don’t know the void the previous concerns have left.
Lance Zimmerman of Rabobank’s Research arm
(RaboResearch) in an article shared with industry part-
ners said he expects herd expansion of 200,000 head in
2026 and an additional increase of 500,000 head the fol-
lowing year. However, these numbers still do not reach
the peak from 2019. I concur with this thought that mar-
ket levels will eventually come down some but will do so
with a smaller overall cow herd size. Factoring in heavier
carcass weights, we should still see a favorable market
condition for an extended period of time with an obvious
correction coming at some point, but for now, growth
needs to be steady with high-quality females. This mar-
ket is too good to breed a low-quality heifer. — LOGAN
IPSEN

IPSEN

UNITED

WE STAND

with John Austel

This monthly column highlights the
common ground in the livestock
industry, uniting us around the
issues that impact us all.

some of my personal
thoughts on wildfire and
specifically, the use oflivestock
in proactively managing wild-
fire risk on our rangelands.
First, Ishould letyou knowthat
I have a diverse background
spanning from a retired insur-
ance broker to working a large
commercial cow-calf range
operation, to now working a
range cow-calfyearling opera-
tion with mywife and sons. We
use our cattle to manage an
ecological reserve and wildlife
areathroughrotational grazing
for wildlife habitat mainte-
nance and restoration, soil
health and wildfire fuel remov-
al on a historic Spanish land
grantin the East County of San
Diego. Not necessarily in that
order. But I think you will un-
derstand the point of my back-
ground. Also, notbragging, but
completelyhumbled byall the
learning I received and still
receive from othersinthisarea
aswell.
Wildfires in 2003 and 2007

I have been asked to share

were a complete disaster for
our county. They were, at that
time, a couple of the largest
fires in California. However,
California has managed to sig-
nificantly exceed those figures
since then. The full extent of
complete wildfire disasters,
both to ranching operations
and as a major public safety
issue, became really apparent
to us during a wildfire in 2017.
We were about to lose all our
feed for theyearwhen thewind
changed direction at the last
minute before jumping across
the highway onto our pastures,
saving our range and feed. Af-
ter the 2017 fire, I visited our
local CAL FIRE office to say
thank you and to ask what we
were able to do on our end to
reduce our wildfire risk. Al-
though the two wildfires men-
tioned in this article started in
the middle of the property, the
fire captain mentioned priori-
tizing grazing the pastures that
are along the highway firstand
then graze to the middle of the
ranch. He indicated that most
fires are started by the highway
and move into the vegetation
from that point and grow to be
big problems quickly, espe-
ciallyifthereis alotof wind. So,
simply put, proactively creat-
ing defensible space on our
lease with our cattle became
part of our annual wildfire
grazing plan since we already
had our rotational pastures set
up. Now, not that I really want-
ed to test this wildfire grazing
plan, butthe wildfirein January
was the big test thatwe passed.
Tjustdidn'tthinkabouthaving
to be evacuated so that CAL
FIRE could fight the fire on the
ungrazed range on the other
side of mygrazed pasture fence
and use my place for an inci-
dent command center. Our

adrenaline was pumping the
entire day, evacuating cows
and calves and then our year-
lings. I dreamed about it that
night as well. You get tempo-
rary wildfire PTSD from all the
action. It was not a good night
of sleep atall.

The reality is that we were
very fortunate and didn’t lose
any cattle like some of the oth-
er producers’ nightmare sto-
ries you have read. We had a
few calves get weaned early,
but overall, we were safe due to
all the sweat we put in moving
cattle around to pastures we
grazed already. In summary,
we don’t all need to have a
Ph.D.inmathtofigure out that
proactively managing large
rangeland is substantially less
expensive (even if there must
be aone-time expense of infra-
structure to makeitwork) than
the huge overwhelming ex-
pense occurring of reactive
wildfire fighting. What bothers
me more is that I am seeing
wildfires thatused tobejuston
large rural rangelands that are
now startingin rural areas and
moving into the urban areas,
significantly threatening public
safety along with massive
property damage occurring.
During our 2003 and 2007
wildfires, insurance compa-
nies were investing in more
firefighting engines and air
support with the understand-
ingthatiftheycould save more
homesinawildfire, theywould
be ahead of the game finan-
cially after paying for new fire-
fighting equipment and not
having to pay out as much
money in claims. Now, wild-
fire-area consumers simplyget
their insurance non-renewed
and are forced to turn to the
state’s insurer of last resort,
where they face premiums five

to eight times higher, with less
coverage and annualincreases
as wildfire claims continue to
be paid out. So, we as consum-
ers, arenow paying for the dev-
astation of these wildfires. It'sa
downward economic spiral
that we are in and it's not just
happening in our state now.

“The definition of insanity is
doing the same thing over and
over again and expecting dif-
ferentresults” Tunderstand not
all operations are set up like
ours, but I do know that pro-
ducers are very creative in
problem solving on their own
operationsjust from onsite vis-
itsto other operations and see-
ing the outstanding thinking
they have done. It's just super
impressive. However, I do feel
that we as producers need to
look at our own operations, no
matter thesize or scale, toiden-
tify changes we can make for
proactive wildfire manage-
ment that don’t create a major
negative financial impact. It's
not the whole answer to wild-
fires, butwe are leveraging our-
selves in a business that has
many risks from wildfires,
drought, markets, etc. The list
goes on. Using our livestock to
manage thisriskjustseemslike
a practical way to start.

We as producers can also do
so much. It is still important
that we communicate and
educate about the environ-
mental advantages of grazing
and the use of livestock as a
practical, proactive manage-
ment tool to local, state and
federal governments, aswell as
other entities, and encourage
them to rely on up-to-date,
science-based information
when makinggrazing manage-
ment decisions.— John M.
Austel, 4] Horse & Livestock
Co., Jamul, CA

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL

GUEST OPINION

TRANSFORMS FARM PLANNING

There haven’t been major changes in tax law for the longest
time, then July hit. Now, my problem s trying to figure out what
towrite about, because there is an avalanche of topics. Since the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBA) is all over the news, I thought
I'd dissect some tax provisions that relate to farming.

One of the most impactful changes to farms is the return of
bonus depreciation and the increase to Section 179 expense.
Although bonus depreciation is back; it’s a bit tricky. To qualify,
the asset must be acquired and placed into service after Jan. 19,
2025. So, ifyou signed a contract to buy a tractor on Jan. 10, 2025,
and itwas delivered April 25, itwould not qualify for 100% bonus
depreciation.

This also might affect clients who signed a construction con-
tract for a new barn in 2024 to be completed in 2025.

For those in the processing side of agriculture, bonus depre-
ciation may be used for “qualified production property” that
would otherwise be a 39-year asset if certain requirements are
met. In the OBBA, the term “production” is limited to agricul-
tural production and chemical production.

In addition to extending bonus depreciation, Section 179 was
increased from $1.25 million to $2.5 million, and the phaseout
isincreased from $3.1 million to $4 million. This is particularly
important if your state has bonus depreciation addbacks.

Starting in 2022, the Business Interest Deduction Limit pre-
vented the addback of depreciation, amortization and depletion.
Asaresult, many highlyleveraged farming operations could not
deduct all the interest paid. Under the OBBA, starting in 2025,
depreciation, amortization and depletion are added back to
adjusted taxable income ... increasing the amount of interest
thata farm can deduct.

OBBA increased the state and local tax deduction for those
who itemize to $40,000 starting in 2025. If your modified ad-
justed gross income is more than $500,000, the deduction will
be phased out butwill not fall below $10,000 (the previous cap).
For those who live in high-tax states like California, Minnesota
or New York, this is a welcome change. Also, the pass-through
entity taxwork-around was notlimited in the OBBA, which helps
farms structured as pass-through entities.

Many farmers have been aggressively doing estate planning
in fear that the exemption might go back down in 2026. The
OBBA permanently increases the gift/estate exemption to $15
million indexed starting in 2026. That means that with some
planning, most farmers can transfer around $40 million (with
discounts) to the next generation without federal estate tax.
However, those who live in states that have an estate or inheri-
tance tax still need to proactively plan to avoid potential state
tax.

To go alongwith estate planning, many farms were structured
as general partnerships because of Farm Service Agency pay-
ment limitations. The OBBA allows pass-throughs (LLC, LLP,
LLLP and S corporation) to be treated like general partnerships
for FSA paymentlimitations. Because general partnerships offer
little personal liability protection, those that used a general
partnership should now consider changing to an LLC.

Just as I thought, I only scratched the surface of the OBBA.
Hopefully, this will give you a little information on some of the
changes. And, remember: When we have substantial tax law
changes, you should proactively do tax planningin order to take
advantage of opportunities. — Rod Mauszycki, DTN tax col-
umnist
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North Dakota and 11 other
states are advocating for the
U.S. Supreme Court to con-
sider the arguments of North
Dakota ranchers in a dispute
with an energy company.

WBI Energy used eminent
domain to take aportion ofthe
northwest North Dakotaland-
owners’ property forapipeline
project in 2018. The ranchers
were compensated for their
land under a confidential set-
tlement with WBI in 2021,
though the parties disagreed
as to whether the group was
also entitled to legal fees.

A North Dakota federal
judge initially ordered WBI to
pay the landowners about
$380,000 in legal expenses,
though the 8th Circuit Court of
Appeal overturned that deci-
sion earlier this year.

In early August, the land-
owners filed a petition asking
the U.S. Supreme Court to re-
view the appellate court’s deci-
sion. They ultimatelywant the
high courttoreverse the circuit
court’s ruling.

Twelve Republican-led
states in a friend-of-the-court
brief took the landowners’
side.

Bob McNamara, the lead
attorney representing the
McKenzie County property
owners, said it’s “remarkable”
to see so many states come
together in support of the
ranchers’ petition.

The dispute centers on
whether the parties have to
follow federal or state law.

WBI took the ranchers’ land
under a federal law called the
Natural Gas Act, which allows

private businesses to use the
federal government’s eminent
domain power for publicnatu-
ral gas infrastructure. While
the landowners were paid for
their land, the act doesn’t say
whether that sum must also
include landowners’ legal ex-
penses.

Both the plaintiffs and the
12-state coalition thatfiled the
brieftake the stance thatwhen
federallawis silent, state prop-
erty law governs.

Under North Dakota law,
WBI is required to pay their
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State coalition urges Supreme Court to take up property rights case

attorneyfees, therancherssay.

WBI and the 8th Circuit
Courtof Appeals disagree. The
8th Circuitinitsrulingsaid that
because WBI wielded the fed-
eral government’s eminent
domain power when it took
the land, state law does not
apply. When the federal gov-
ernment exercises eminent
domain, it doesn’t have to
cover property owners’ legal
costs.

Allowing the appellate
court’s ruling to stand would
upset the balance of power

between states and the federal
government, the states argue
in their filing.

“Under the Eighth Circuit’s
decision, landownersin seven
states no longer have the ben-
efit of state law property rights
that landowners in the rest of
the country have,” the brief
says.

The states expressed con-
cern that the 8th Circuit’s legal
interpretation could allow the
federal government to quietly
assume more regulatory au-
thority over property-related
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matters.

WBI hasto file aresponse to
the landowners’ petition
sometime in October, McNa-
mara said. WBI declined a re-
quest for comment.

The U.S. Supreme Court is
expected to consider the peti-
tion sometime in November,
he added.

It's extremely rare for the
U.S. Supreme Courtto agree to
review a case, though the jus-
ticeshave shown aninterestin
eminentdomain and property
rights issues, McNamara said

previously.

He said the states’ brief
could help put the case on the
high court’s radar.

“The court listens to states
when they say, ‘This creates a
big federalism problem,” Mc-
Namara said.

The 11 states that signed
onto the brief with North Da-
kota are Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Loui-
siana, Nebraska, South Caro-
lina, South Dakota, Tennessee
and Texas. — Mary Steurer,
North Dakota Monitor

Preventing anaplasmosis in callle

With cattle at record values,
itis more important than ever
to eliminate risk and protect
the health of our cattle inven-
tory. Anaplasmosis is a com-
mon disease in cattle with
worldwide distribution. Ac-
cordingly, anaplasmosis will
occur every year with some
variation ofintensity based on
the strain of Anaplasma mar-
ginale. Anaplasma marginale
is a bacteria that infects red
blood cells and once an ani-
mal becomes infected, they
are infected for life.

Anaplasmosis is transmit-
ted through the bite of ticks
and flies, as well as blood-
contaminated instruments
like needles, tattoo tools, cas-
tration equipment and de-
horning instruments. This
bacteria does notharm thered

blood cells directly but the
cow’s immune response rec-
ognizesitwhen itreaches cer-
tain levels, which then causes
anemia due to the immune
system killing the red blood
cellsthatare infected. Thiswill
limit the amount of oxygen
thatis transported throughout
the animal’s blood, which can
thenlead to aggressive behav-
iors exhibited by normally
docile cows or bulls.

Other clinical signs that
animals are infected with the
bacteria are extreme lethargy,
yellowing of the mucous
membranes, abortions,
weight loss and difficulty
breathing. Most producers
will not know they have an
anaplasmosis problem until
they see dead cows or bulls
that are older than 2 years of

age. This disease can be dev-
astating with death losses in
some herds approaching 50%.
Fortunately, anaplasmosis
can be effectively controlled
through several management
practices outlined in this arti-
cle.

Best management
practices

First, consult with your vet-
erinarian so that they can de-
velop a comprehensive plan
tolimitthe impact of anaplas-
mosis. This relationship is
critically important because
the most commonly utilized
control plan is to administer
tetracycline antibiotics
through mineral supplements
or feed and the only access to
this preventative treatment is

to obtain a Veterinary Feed
Directive.

Clinical signs of infections
can be treated with injectable
antibiotics via an intramuscu-
larinjection of oxytetracycline
administered multiple days
and should be given under a
veterinarian’s directions. Suc-
cessful antibiotic therapy cur-
ing the clinical signs of infec-
tionresultsina carrier animal.

Carrier cattle will be im-
mune to further disease from
anaplasmosis but will remain
a source from which needles,
flies and ticks can spread the
disease. A vaccine is available
in some states. This vaccine
doesnotpreventinfection, but
anecdotal evidence demon-
strates a reduction in clinical
signs.

Additional best manage-

ment practices to prevent and
control the transmission of
this disease include:

« Feeding tetracycline anti-
biotic during the fly and tick
seasons (essential).

« Rotating pastures (when
possible) to avoid pastures
with a history of tick issues
during tick season.

o Burning pastures in the
spring to control ticks.

o Controlling fly and tick
populations to the extent pos-
sible.

« Changing needles and dis-
infecting any instruments
which may result in transmit-
ting blood from animal to
animal when working cattle.
— Mark Z. Johnson, Okla-
homa State University Ex-
tension beef cattle breeding
specialist
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DOI funds $54M for waterfowl habitat

The Department of the Interior (DOI) allocated more than
$54 million from the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund for
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to conserve 21,737 acres of
waterfowl habitat and increase public access on four na-
tional wildlife refuges. The funding mostly came from the sale
of Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps,
also called Duck Stamps, and import duties onimported arms
and ammunition. The funds will benefit the Bear River Migra-
tory Bird Refuge in Utah, the Lower Hatchie National Wildlife
Refuge inTennessee, the Red River National Wildlife Refuge
in Louisiana and the Upper Ouachita National Wildlife Refuge
in Louisiana.

USDA ends foodinsecurity survey

USDA announced it is terminating the Household Food
Security Reports, also knowas the food insecurity survey. The
department called the reports costly, redundant, politicized
and extraneous. “For 30 years, this study—initially created by
the Clinton administration asameans to supportthe increase
of SNAP eligibility and benefit allotments—failed to present
anything more than subjective, liberal fodder,” USDA said.
“Trends in the prevalence of food insecurity have remained
virtually unchanged, regardless of an over 87% increase in
SNAP spending between 2019-2023”" The California Asso-
ciation of Food Banks said the report termination will limit
the ability to track food insecurity and advocate for people
served by food banks.

CO wild horse management billin effect

Colorado House Bill 25-1283 went into effect in early Au-
gust, which guides wild horse management in the state. The

FIRST TIME
EVER-EVERY
BRED HEIFER
SELLS!

SIRE: South America DAM: Coleman Donna 8146  Sike Sedh”
Bred to calve January 25, 2026 to Coleman Full Deck 118.

SIRE: Coleman Glacier 041 DAM: Coleman Donna 0174 S Sedh”
Bred to calve January 25, 2026 to LT Converse 8011.

Fall Heifers| Spring ET Heifers | Spring Bred Heifers | Donors | Embryos Pregnancies | Featured Herd Sire

|

Coleman Everelda Entense 4238 - REG. 2
SIRE: Coleman Below Zero 2106 DAM: Coleman
Everelda Entense 202 Bred to calve January 25,

Ceman Donna4374 - REG. 2
SIRE: South America DAM: Coleman Donna 8192
Bred to calve January 25, 2026 to

SIRE: Coleman Below Zero 2106 DAM: Coleman
Donna 0308 Bred to calve January 25, 2026 to

LT Converse 8011. S Selh! Coleman Full Deck 118. She Sells! 2026 to Coleman Full Deck 118. 5y, Sy / Colorado Horse Council said the new law could have long-

term implications for land use, equine welfare and rural

BUY FROM Larry & Dee Coleman Family | Jeremy & Jenny Haag Family 40067 Morris Road | Charlo, MT 59824 outreach. The bill dissolved the Wild Horse Project non-
THE SOURCE Larry Coleman 406.240.2751 | Jeremy Haag 406.833.0117 | www.colemanangus.com

Announcing the Sale of one of Nebraska’s Longest-Established Reputation Angus Herds

HALL RANCH

COMPLETE COW HERD DISPERSAL

OCTOBER 17, 2025 selling 25 Bred Females

Friday at Noon « Bassett Livestock Auction = Bassett, NE 260 Bred Cows = 75 Bred Heifers

Featuring the Serice of these Leading Sirgs:

ATt

BASIN JAMESON 1076

BAR DYNAMIC o BEARMTN NORTHSTAR =
#~ [OHALL e LES & RACHEL HALL « (402) 822-0155 Auctioneers: Matt Lowery & Brian Curless
I..R HALLRANCHANGUS.COM » HALLRANCHANGUSEGMAIL.COM  Plan to also attend the Hall Ranch stop onthe
89162 DOC MIDDLETON DRIVE, BASSETT, NEGBT14 Nebraska Angus Tour Tuesday, September 23, 2025.
Foryourfree reference sale booklet, contact anyone in the office of the Sale Manager, TOM BURKE, KURT SCHAFF, ALEX POPPLEWELL,
AMERICAN ANGUS HALL OF FAME, at the WORLD ANGUS HEADQUARTERS, PO Box 660, Smithville, MO 64089-0660.
Phone: (816) 532-0811. Fax: (816) 532-0851. E-Mail: angushall@angushall.com

profit and appointed oversight to the Colorado Department
of Agriculture, and established a Wild Horse Advisory Com-
mittee. The law also prioritizes immunocontraception (PZP
vaccines) over roundups to manage herd populations. Initial
implementation will be funded with the $555,000 remaining
from the previous nonprofit contract. “Thislegislative change
represents a shift toward science-based and humane popu-
lation control methods. While the program is primarily state-
led, its direction will likely affect Colorado’s equine land-
scape—including adoption efforts, public perception, and
land-sharing concerns,” the Colorado Horse Council said.

Greens file to open Columbia Basin suit

A coalition of environmental groups filed a motion in mid-
September in a district court to end a pause on litigation to
protect wild salmon and steelhead fish from dams in the
Columbia Basin. The states of Oregon and Washington and
several Tribes joined the request to lift the stay. The Resilient
Columbia Basin Agreement was signed in December 2023
by the federal government, Oregon and Washington, the four
lower Columbia Basin Treaty Tribes and Earthjustice plain-
tiffs, which paused the litigation. The agreement paused liti-
gation for five years aslongas the federal governmentworked
with the states and Tribes on a plan to restore the basin’s fish.
InJune, the Trump administration withdrew the agreement.

Planreleased for NM checkerspot butterfly

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service released a draftrecovery
plan for the endangered Sacramento Mountains checkerspot
butterfly, which is found in NewMexico’s Sacramento Moun-
tains. The plan’s goal is to recover the butterfly so it no longer
needs Endangered Species Act protections. The planisnota
regulatory document, but guides actions to recover the spe-
cies, establish downlisting and delisting criteria, and estimate
recovery time and cost. The plan’s strategy is to use captive
rearing to expand wild populations, reintroduce butterflies,
engage with partners to develop conservation plans and
conduct further research. To view the draft plan and submit
comments by Oct. 23, visit ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1546.

Greens call forrelease of Mexican gray wolves

A coalition of 30 environmental groups called on the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment and New Mexico Department of Game and Fish to
release captive Mexican gray wolves. “Federal and state
agencies need to stop killing wolves with important genes
and start releasing captive breeding wolves in family packs
to give wolves the best chance at survival and recovery,” said
Michael Robinson of Center for Biological Diversity. The
groups asked the agencies to release male/female pairs with
their pups, stop removing wolves from the wild and allow
pair formations and matings between Mexican gray wolves
and northern gray wolves.

Protections sought for CA songbirds

The Center for Biological Diversity petitioned the California
Fish and Game Commission in mid-September to list the
Bendire’s thrasher and LeConte’s thrasher under the state’s
Endangered Species Act. “These shy birds can’t cope with
rapid climate change and other threats that are reducing their
sparse habitats in Southern California deserts,” said Jeff
Miller of the Center. “Without state protection, there’s a real
risk California could lose both desert thrashers.” The group
said thrasher habitat has been lost to sprawl development
and agriculture.
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From the program which prioritizes REAL-WORLD, RANCH-LEVEL PROFITABILITY through stacking
generations of productive and proven cows excelling for MATERNAL FUNCTION and EFFICIENCY.

Sellng 90 ELITE
ANGUS FEMALES

- A ®  1PM.WEDNESDAY,
. . p—— — — ' At Montana Ranch near
This proven producer is the dam of the sires ~ One of the best ever from the program, 4083

Kingdom 2294 and Legacy 3326. She sells is a full sister to Kingdom 2294. She sells due Bigfork, Montana
with a powerful Judgement bull calf at side. 2/20/26 with a heifer pregnancy by Jet 1271,

« Proven Embryo Donors

- Spring Bred Heifers and Cows
« Summer Yearling Heifers

- Summer-Calving Pairs

- Frozen Embryo Packages

Sale books mailed on request:
Text 406.210.5605 or
Email Bulls@MontanaRanchAngus.com

“Joanigo37 | M placknird Progress 4034
The full sister to the $180,000 Judgement Sired by Judgement, 4034 is a maternal sister ; :
1038. She is due to calve spring '26 to the to the widely used Pathfinder 3015. She sells Videos may be viewed at

popular sire, LT Falcon 3011, due to calve in the spring to LT Converse 8011. MontanaRanchAngus.com
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A full sister to SAV Territory, this powerhouse  One of the first daughters of the sensatlonal
has produced multiple sale-toppers and sells ~ $400,000 sire, Grant 200K, she is a maternal
with an outstanding heifer calf at side by sister to the past SAV sale toppers: Anthem

Judgement. and Circuit Breaker.

A Pathfinder donor sired by Un m;stakable,
7523 carries elite production and sells with a
stunning heifer calf by Judgement.

David and Seana Brown - 406.210.5605 - Bulls@MontanaRanchAngus.com
MontanaRanchAngus.com - 1463 HWY 83 - Bigfork, MT 59911
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During their 57th Annual
Meeting, the Public Lands
Council (PLC) honored two
individuals who have made
significant contributions to
the federal lands ranching
community. PLC Secretary
and Colorado grazing permit-
tee Robbie LeValley was se-
lected for the 2025 President’s
award and Dr. Karen Launch-
baugh, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Idaho, was selected
as the 2025 Friend of PLC.

PLC President Tim Canter-
bury recognized PLC Ttea-
surer Brenda Richards, who
runs a cow-calf operation in
Reynolds Creek, ID, for her
outstandingleadership on the
local, state and nationallevels.
Asafourth-generation ranch-
erinthe state, Richards has set
the standard for Colorado
ranching. When she’s not
working on the ranch, she vol-

SEPTEMBER 29, 2025

unteers her time with several
different livestock industry
organizations. She volunteers
her time to the National Cat-
tlemen’s Beef Association,
Idaho Cattle Association, Ne-
vada Cattlemen’s Association
and Boise’s District Bureau of
Land Management Resource
Advisory Council.

“When I started to attend
national industry meetings
Brenda was already an estab-
lished leader and had been
effectively fighting for our in-
dustry for years. From testify-
ing in Congress, leading PLC
and working on ranching is-
sues—grazing permittees are
all better off because of her
leadership,” said PLC Presi-
dent Tim Canterbury. “Spend-
ing time away from the opera-
tion can be costly but herwork
to cut government red tape is
essential to advancing this

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

PLC honors awardees as annual meeting closes

industry. Thereisno one more
deserving of the President’s
award and Iam proud to serve
with her as a PLC officer”

PLC Vice President Ron
Cerri recognized Dr. Karen
Launchbaugh as the 2025
Friend of PLC. Launchbaugh
has worked as a professor of
rangeland ecology at the Uni-
versity of Idaho, providing
ranchers with the latest re-
search on grazing and range-
land management as well as
educating the nextthe genera-
tion on the benefits of grazing.
Her immense research and
teaching career has advanced
rangeland education further
than anyone and her work
studying livestock behavior
while grazing has been hugely
beneficial for ranchers and
students alike.

“The Friend of PLC award is
for the rare individuals, that

while they may not be ranch-
ers, theyadvance the ranching
industry to that next level. Dr.
Karen Launchbaugh is not
only a great friend to grazing
permittees, but she is also a
friend and mentor to students
looking to work in the field of
rangeland and ecological re-
search,” said PLC Vice Presi-
dent Ron Cerri. “Livestock
producers owe somuch to Dr.
Launchbaugh for her work
advocating for and advancing
this industry—whenever a
rancher says science-based,
chancesareitisbecause ofher
work that we get to defini-
tively say that. Future genera-
tions of ranchers will learn
from her extensive work on
rangeland and grazing re-
search, becoming better
ranchersbecause ofitand that
isatruefriend to the ranching
industry” — PLC

EACHMAN
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BULLS THAT BUILD BETTER COW HERDS

TOPLINE CALIFORNIA SALE

OCTOBER 4, 2025 | AROMAS, CA
SALE HELD AT 101 LIVESTOCK AT 1:00PM PT
OFFERING 120 AGE-ADVANTAGED REGISTERED ANGUS BULLS
& 75 HIGH PERCENTAGE ANGUS BULLS

LOT 1 - GOOBM AAA *21045075

LOT 4 - GO37M AAA *21043750

LOT 123 - K&53M ioH 5 Anous|

o

SCAN TO VIEW CATALOGS

CALFIFORINA STABILIZER SALE

OCTOBER 18, 2025 | DINUBA, CA
SALE HELD AT TULARE COUNTY STOCKYARD AT 1:30PM PT
OFFERING 90 AGE-ADVANTAGED RED & BLACK STABILIZER BULLS

WWW.LEACHMAN.COM | (970) 568-3983

JERROD WATSON (CO) - 303-827-1156
AARON RASMUSSEN (NE) - 308- 763-1361
KURT SCHENKEL (OH) - 740-503-6270

Court: CA ag drains may
operate without permit

In what has been de-
scribed as a resounding
legal victory for agricul-
ture, a federal appeals
courthasruled thatirriga-
tion return flows dis-
charged to waters of the
United States through ag-
ricultural drains remain
exempt from federal per-
mitting requirements.

The 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals decided
earlier this month that op-
eration of a large-scale
Central Valley agricultural
drainage system does not
require a permitunder the
federal Clean Water Act
because the discharge is
composed entirely of re-
turn flows from irrigated
farmlands.

The three-judge panel
upheld the dismissal of a
lawsuit alleging that the
U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the San Luis &
Delta Mendota Water Au-
thority’s operation of the
Grassland Bypass Project
and the San Luis Drain
violated the Clean Water
Act (CWA).

At issue is whether the
project, which comprises
an extensive underground
tile drainage system that
takes in water used for
crop irrigation, should be
exempt from federal Na-
tional Pollution Discharge
Elimination System
(NPDES) permitting re-
quirements. The appeals
court said yes.

While the CWA gener-
ally prohibits the discharge
of pollutants into sur-
rounding waters withouta
permit, itdoes notregulate
agricultural return flows,
which refer to irrigation
water that doesn’t get ab-
sorbed by plants or evapo-
rate but flows back into
streams and rivers or infil-
trates into groundwater.

Under the federal ex-
emption, the project—
which serves 97,400 acres
of land within the Delta-
Mendota subbasin of the
San Joaquin Valley—has
operated without an
NPDES permitsince 1997.
In place of a permit, the
project’s discharges have
been subject to state and
local environmental regu-
lations that set water qual-
ity standards for pollut-
ants, require monitoring
and establish manage-
ment practices.

Fishing and environ-
mental groups sought to
undo the project’s exempt-
ed status, saying it should
be revoked because the
irrigation return flows
commingled with “non-
point source” pollution
such as groundwater seep-
age, road runoff or dust
that’s unrelated to irrigat-
ed agriculture prior to dis-
charge.

The court rejected their
argument, concluding
“that the exemption ap-
plies because the alleged
pollutants are either add-
ed to the Project via non-
pointsources orviaa point
source related to crop pro-
duction.” The opinion said
the groups’ reading of the
statute “is inconsistent
with the purpose and

structure ofthe (Clean Wa-
ter Act), and as a practical
matter would render the
irrigated agriculture ex-
emption a dead letter”

Kari Fisher, senior direc-
tor and counsel for the
California Farm Bureau,
said the organization has
been following the case
since 2011, “given the
enormous impacton Cali-
fornia growersif the Clean
Water Act’s irrigated agri-
cultural exemption was
narrowed.”

Farm Bureau and other
agricultural groups filed a
“friend of the court” brief
in support of the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation, San
Luis & Delta-Mendota Wa-
ter Authority and the
Grassland Water District,
“pointing out that the law-
suit conflicts with the con-
gressional intent of the
Clean Water Act and
threatened irrigated agri-
culture in the West,” Fisher
said.

The brief noted that ag-
ricultural drainage sys-
tems much like the San
Luis Drain operate
throughout the West and
are a necessary part of ir-
rigation infrastructure,
and thatirrigation is indis-
pensable to farming in the
West. As such, the case
may have far-reaching im-
pacts on farmlands that
use and rely on irrigation
drainage facilities.

The ruling contains nu-
merous points raised in
the brief, including recog-
nition of the broad scope
of “irrigated agriculture”
and the practical impos-
sibility of excluding dif-
fuse, nonpointsource pol-
lutants.

“The court’s determina-
tion of this issue is of ut-
mostimportance to every-
oneinvolved withirrigated
agriculture because with-
out the exemption, thou-
sands of growers and wa-
ter management entities
may be forced to apply for
NPDES discharge permits
or face immediate dis-
charger liability under the
(Clean Water Act),” agri-
cultural groups said in
their filing.

California growers al-
ready comply with the
state’s Irrigated Lands
Regulatory Program,
which regulates discharg-
es from commercial irri-
gated lands. If the federal
exemption were nullified,
Fisher said, they would
also be required to apply
for federal discharge per-
mits under the CWA.

Though the 9th Circuit
reaffirmed a key protec-
tion for irrigated agricul-
ture, irrigators and manag-
ers of agricultural drains
stillmust ensure that other
sources of pollution are
not discharged to agricul-
tural drains. The ruling
made clear thatthe federal
exemption does not apply
if agricultural drains ac-
cept pollutants from
sources such as municipal
stormwater, wastewater
effluent or industrial dis-
charge. — Ching Lee, Ag
Alert editor, California
Farm Bureau
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Cattle groups call for halt
in livestock movements

SCREWWORM
(frompage1)

in technology, buildinga do-
mestic sterile fly dispersal
facility and a production fa-
cility, increasing surveillance,
enhancing public awareness
and coordinating with Mexi-
co and other international
partners.

Secretary of Agriculture
and Rural Development Julio
Berdegué was in conversa-
tions with Rollins upon the
case detection, and
SENASCIA immediately im-
plemented actions according
to the joint action plan, the
Mexican government said in
a news release translated
from Spanish. The animal
was the only one detected
with NWS in a shipment of
100 head and was treated
earlyenough thatlarvae were
inan early stage, Mexico said.
The trapping system in
northern Mexico has also not
yet detected any NWS flies,
the country added.

“Mexico has established an
identification and communi-
cation protocol at approved
feedlots in the north of the
country to immediately de-
tect and eliminate cases and
prevent any further inci-
dents,” the news release con-
cluded.

Cattle industry groups ex-
pressed concern with thelat-
est case and urged stricter
measures from USDA.

“Now is the time for USDA
to expedite construction of
the domestic sterile fly facil-
ity and eradicate this pest
from our doorstep,” said Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef As-
sociation CEO Colin Woodall
in a news release. “We also
ask USDA to continue hold-
ing Mexico accountable and
urge them to reduce animal
movements that could
spread screwworm north.”

The Ranchers-Cattlemen
Action Legal Fund, United
Stockgrowers of America (R-
CALF)also said all northward
movement oflivestockwithin
Mexico should be halted.

“The NWS presents a seri-
ous threat to U.S. livestock,
and both our nation’s cattle
and sheep herdshave already
declined to historically low
levels, as have the numbers
of U.S. cattle and sheep farms
and ranches,” said R-CALF
CEO Bill Bullard in a state-
ment.

The U.S. border has re-
mained closed to livestock
imports from Mexico after a
previous case of NWS was
detected in July in Veracruz,
Mexico, about370 miles away
from the border.

Since July, USDA has been

monitoring close to 8,000
traps across Texas, Arizona
and New Mexico. More than
13,000 screening samples
have been submitted, with no
NWS flies detected, the de-
partment said.

“USDAisanalyzing allnew
information related to the
recent case in Nuevo Le6n
and will pursue all options to
release sterile flies in this re-
gion as necessary,” USDA
said.

The Texas Animal Health
Commission (TAHC) said in
anewsrelease that producers
located near the border and
travelers from NWS-affected
areas should closely monitor
animals for signs and imme-
diatelyreportsuspected NWS
cases. Any suspected cases
can be reported to a local
TAHC region office or the
24-hour vet on-call line,
1-800-550-8242.

New plan to support
farmers, exporters

In addition to continuing
its five-pronged plan efforts,
USDA teased the release of a
“significant plan” aimed to
help rebuild the American
cattle supply, incentivize
ranchers and revitalize the
U.S. beefindustry.

“This is only the beginning with
many more announcements
coming this week as USDA restores
American strength, protects food
security, and supports America’s
ranchers and farmers.”

—USDA

“Thisis only the beginning
with many more announce-
ments coming this week as
USDA restores American
strength, protects food secu-
rity, and supports America’s
ranchers and farmers,” USDA
said on Sunday.

On Tuesday, the depart-
ment released more details
surrounding a three-point
plan to support farmers,
ranchers, producers and ex-
porters. The plan was first
announced during remarks
atthe annual meeting of the

National Association of State
Departments of Agriculture
held Sept. 14-18 in Rogers,
AR.

“Market promotion sup-
port, rapid response to re-
ciprocal trade agreements,
and better financing pro-
grams will translate to prog-
ress in chipping away at the
$50 billion agricultural defi-
cit,” said Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs LukeJ. Lindberg
in a news release.

The One Big Beautiful Bill
Actauthorized $285 million
peryear for trade promotion
programs beginningin fiscal
year 2027. As part of the first
prong of USDA’s plan, called
the America First Trade Pro-
motion Program, USDA will
begin the program one year
early with $285 million al-
located in fiscal year 2026.

U.S. Meat Export Federa-
tion (USMEF) President and
CEO Dan Halstrom said the
program will allow farmers
and ranchers to continue to
build value for U.S. meat
products and grow diversity
in global demand. “The re-
ciprocal agreements are ex-
pected to provide new op-
portunities in the ASEAN
region, the United Kingdom
and the European Union,
and USDA's positioning to
help industry capture this
additional potentialismuch
appreciated,” Halstrom said.

The second prong of the
plan, coined T.R.U.M.P. Mis-
sions (Trade Reciprocity for
U.S. Manufacturers and Pro-
ducers), aims to target recip-
rocal trade deal countries
and new market access op-
portunities.

“The focus of these will be
determined country-by-
country to maximize high-
return, low-risk agricultural
export prospects and con-
nect buyers and sellers,”
USDA said.

The final prong of the
plan, revitalizing export fi-
nance opportunities, will
reinvigorate the GSM-102
credit guarantee program,
USDA said. “By reducing fi-
nancial risk tolenders, cred-
it guarantees encourage
exports to buyers in coun-
tries that have sufficient fi-
nancial strength to have
foreign exchange available
for scheduled payments.”
— Anna Miller Fortozo,
WLJ managing editor

@ YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock producers,
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities
calendar lists internship and
scholarship information for
agricultural- and livestock-focused
students, listed by application
deadline. If you have an internship
or scholarship to announce, please
email it to editorial@wlj.net.)

Oct. 1-Theapplication period for
the California Cattlemen’s
Association 2025 scholarships is
now open. Any young, regular or
feeder member is eligible to
apply. Details: calcattlemen.org/
scholarship.

Oct. 6 - The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association has opened
applications for spring 2026
semester internships in the
association’s Colorado
headquarters and Washington,
D.C. office. All internships run

from January to May 2026 and
are paid positions. Details: jobs.
keldair.com/ncba.

Oct. 15— The New Mexico Cattle
Growers’ Association, in
partnership with Purina Mills and
Depot Farm and Ranch Agency;,
is thrilled to announce fall
scholarship applications are
open. Details: www.
nmagriculture.org.

Oct. 15 - The New Mexico Cattle
Growers’ Association will
welcome college interns at its
2025 Joint Stockmen’s
Convention in Albuguerque, NM.
Details: 505-247-0584.

Oct. 19 - Students can compete
towinupto $15,000inscholarship
dollars during the Farming for the
Future Social Media Scholarship
Contest sponsored by South
Dakota Farmers Union. Details:
tinyurl.com/2jzzvhe9.
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Alliance: Activist groups also harm food security, nutrition

ACTIVISTS
(frompage1)

ASPCA engages in pressure
campaigns and consumer-
targeted initiatives such as
“Shop With Your Heart” to
steer buyers toward plant-
based products. Its campaigns
aim to ban common animal
production practices and re-
duce animal product con-
sumption nationwide.

In 2021, the organization
faced criticism for using mis-
leading fundraising tactics that
led many donors to believe it
was connected or affiliated
with local SPCAs, when in fact

no such affiliation exists.

¢ Humane World for Ani-
mals (formerly The Humane
Society of the United States):
Rebranded in 2025, Humane
World for Animals reported
$174.9 million in revenue and
$454.7 million in assets. The
group seeks to ban animal pro-
duction practices through leg-
islation, ballot initiatives, law-
suits and shareholder activism.

Leadership has expressed
abolitionist goals: “My goal is
the abolition of all animal agri-
culture,” said senior director
John “J.P” Goodwin in a 1996
internet activist listserv.

 People for the Ethical

HOOVES & HORNS

BY A.W. ERWIN

com/

d-horns-c

"Now looky-here,.....

we've been over this before! Yew don't
see me out pesterin'yew after normal business hours.”

Treatment of Animals (PETA):
PETA, the world’s largest ani-
mal rights organization with
$85.2 million inrevenue, open-
ly opposes the use of animals
in food, clothing entertain-
ment, and research.

“Thereisnonutritional need
for humans to eat any animal
product,’ the group states oniits
website. PETA buys stocks in
companiestointroduce share-
holder resolutions targeting
animal agriculture practices
and claims the industryis “hu-
mane-washing” consumers
into believing animals are
raised humanely.

» Mercy for Animals: Mercy
for Animals, which reported
$12.5 million in revenue, pro-
motes veganism and employs
undercover and drone investi-
gationstoinfluence food com-
panies. President Leah Garcés
has said the organization aims
“to end industrial animal agri-
cultureand constructajustand
sustainable food system.”

e The Humane League: The
Humane League, with $10.5

million in revenue, focuses on
corporate pressure campaigns
andlegislative action toreduce
or eliminate animal agricul-
ture. Its former executive direc-
tor urged activists to “find a
vulnerable target... the crueler
it is, the quicker the fight is
over,” highlighting the group’s
aggressive tactics.

 Animal Outlook: Formerly
known as Compassion Over
Killing, Animal Outlook had
$2.1 million in revenue and is
known for undercover investi-
gations and urban anti-meat
campaigns. The group claims
“animal agriculture practices
areplaces of cruelty, abuse and
sometimes criminal acts” and
actively works to reduce ani-
mal protein in food systems.

 Animal Recovery Mission
(ARM): ARM reported $2.3
million inrevenue and special-
izes in undercover investiga-
tions, sometimes conducting
raids and offering rewards for
arrests. Founder Richard Cou-
tohasdeclared, “The onlyway
to end atrocities against ani-

COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events
information to editorial@wlj.net.)

Sept. 30-Oct. 5 — The National
Sheepdog Finals will be held in
Alturas, CA, where top border
collies from the U.S. and Canada
compete for the prestigious title
of National Sheepdog Champion.
Details: sheepdogfinals.org or
contact Geri Byrne at 541-891-

7518 or geri@bcollies.com.

Nov. 12-14 — The Washington
Cattlemen’s and Cattlewomen’s
associations’ 100th Annual
Conventionand Tradeshow willbe
held at the Wenatchee
Convention Center in
Wenatchee, WA. Details:
washingtoncattlemen.org/
convention.

Angus cows and heifers

Gilliland Livestock 30 1* and 2"-calf Angus pairs
Larson Ranch 70 2"-calf Angus fall bred cows
South Valley Ranch 20 fall-calving 15t and 2"-calf

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4

URLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARD

19 ANNUAL FALL FEMALE® |
CALIFORNIA BREEBERS BULL SALE

9 A.M. FEMALE SALE - 12P.M.LUNCH - 1P.M. BULL SALE

EXPECTING TOP CONSIGNMENTS, INCLUDING 300 COW-CALF PAIRS
& BRED FEMALES ON OUR IN-HOUSE VIDEO & THROUGH THE RING

SL Cattle 15 15-calf Angus pairs
Sanders Ranch 10 Angus open ready to breed heifers
Menefee Hill Ranch 20 Angus and Black Baldie

3-6-year-old fall-calving cows

UPCOMING FALL & WINTER SPECIALS

19™ ANNIVERSARY FEEDER SALE & CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY.
Tuesday, DECEMBER 16

TLAY STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE VACCINATION PROGRAM

2" vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date

5 way viral (modified live) 2x 5 way viral (modified live) 2x
Clostridial 2x Clostridial 2x
Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x
Dewormer Dewormer

Weaned 45 days Not weaned

Premium Level

2 vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date

Healthier calves from your ranch to our market
Elite Level

Watch live and bid on LMA Auctions.com

MWES‘ICI’H
VIDCO MATKCT

Call today to consign your cattle!

MaxOlvera...
SteveFaria...
JustinRamos
JohnBourdet

Celeste Settrini

209-634-4326 - 209-667-0811 - WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

.209-277-2063
.209-988-7180
.209-844-6372
.831-801-2343

September 16

Haythorn Ranch
Ogallala, NE

JohnLuiz ..

.831-320-1527 BudCozn

October 17
WVM Headquarters SilverLegacy CasinoResort

Cottonwood, CA Reno, NV
Jake Bettencourt
TimSisil ............
Travis Johnson ....
MattMiller ........

December2

..209-262-4019
...... 209-631-6054
...... 209-996-8645
...... 209-914-5116
...... 209-480-5101
...... 209-652-4480

MARKETING
COLT KEFFER
T65-376-8784

mals is to work toward ending
the consumption of and use of
animal products altogether”

e Direct Action Everywhere
(DXE): This Berkeley-based
group has a stated mission to
“achieve revolutionary social
and political change for ani-
mals in one generation,” and
founder Wayne Hsiung has
said, “We are trying to destroy
animal agriculture”

DXE, designated extreme
risk, is notorious for trespass-
ing, animal theft (“open res-
cues”) and online tools like
Project Counterglow to map
U.S. farms for protests. The
group reported $432,193 in
revenue, although the Alliance
noted DXEis primarily funded
by Friends of DXE, which does
not publicly release its tax fil-
ings.

These profiles reinforce
what the Alliance calls a coor-
dinated strategy to disrupt
animal agriculture at every

level—from farms and restau-
rants to state legislatures and
shareholder meetings.

The Major Animal Activist
Groups Web also documents
growing legal coordination
among these organizations.
New connections include
Animal Activist Legal Defense
Project, The Brooks Institute,
Legal Impactfor Chickensand
Simple Heart Initiative.

“The production of meat, poultry,
dairy, eggs, and seafood is
continuously improving through the
animal agriculture community s
g commitments to advancing
environmental sustainability, animal
care, food safety, and nutrition.”

— Animal Agriculture Alliance

The Alliance argues that
these activist campaigns
threaten not only farmers and
ranchers but also the nation’s
food security and nutrition.

“The production of meat,
poultry, dairy, eggs, and sea-
food is continuously improv-
ing through the animal agri-
culture community’s commit-
ments to advancing environ-
mental sustainability, animal
care, food safety, and nutri-
tion,” the Alliance said. —
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor




STORY SHORTS

AGA announces newindexes and EPDs

The American Gelbvieh Association (AGA) announced
three new economic indexes and four new EPDs to help
cattle producers make more informed selection decisions.
The Maternal Profit Index (MPI) supports herds that sell
calves at weaning and retain replacements, with a focus on
traits such as calving ease, milk production and mature
weight. The Feeder Profit Index (FPI) is strictly terminal,
weighting carcass and feed efficiency traits for finished beef
production. The Total Profit Index (TPI) combines maternal
and terminal qualities to achieve balanced herds. New EPDs
include Mature Weight, Cow Energy Requirement-Yearly,
Dry Matter Intake and $GAIN, improving efficiency and
profitability. Updated indexes and EPDs are now available
on animal profiles at Gelbvieh.org. For more information,
contact the AGA office at 303-465-2333.

FSIS supports faster meat exports to Mexico

USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) en-
dorsed a new agreement to speed rail exports of U.S. meat
and poultry to Mexico. Under the plan, Mexico’s National
Service of Agri-Food, Health, Safety and Quality inspectors
will work inside selected federally inspected U.S. plants to
reinspect and clear shipments at the source. This eliminates
routine border checks, cutting delays and costs while ensur-
ing product safety. The voluntary program, a first for the
sector, imposes no new requirements on exporters. Mexico
is America’s top meat and poultry buyer, importing over $5.5
billion in 2024.

Coloradoraises brandinspection fees

Starting Oct. 1, the Colorado State Board of Stock Inspection
Commissioners will increase brand inspection fees, with
five-year brand assessment fees set to rise in January 2027.
The Brand Inspection Division, funded entirely by user fees,
has faced inflation-driven costs and a projected $3 million
deficit, asrates have remained unchanged since 2016. “Brand
inspection is vital to Colorado’s $3 billion livestock industry,’
said Brand Commissioner Todd Inglee. “Thesenecessaryfee
adjustments will help the Brand Inspection Division remain
on solid financial footing and provide the livestock industry
the needed loss protection services we offer”” Despite the
adjustments, Colorado’s fees will stay below those of neigh-
boring states. More details are available at tinyurl.
com/2efwsf9z.

Processing plant opens in Fort Worth Stockyards

Four generations of the Rosenthal family have guided
Standard Meat Company through 90 years in Fort Worth, and
now they are opening a major new facility at the Fort Worth
Stockyards, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram reported. Located
at 1101 NE 23rd St., the 180,000-square-foot plant is the larg-
estlocal meat production site since Swift Company closed in
1971. Designed to double the Dallas plant’s capacity and
potentially process 125 million pounds annually, itwill feature
asous vide cookingline and supply roast beef to Arby’s. Ben
Rosenthal said the location reflects their commitment to
community roots and employees living in nearby northside
neighborhoods while restoring meatpacking to its historic
home.

Utah signs Strawberry Valley water agreement

In alandmark step for Utah County’s future, federal, state
and local leaders signed the Strawberry Valley Project 1920
Act Conversion Contract at the Bureau of Reclamation’s
Provo office. The agreement allows up to 61,000 acre-feet of
irrigation water—long used for commercial agriculture and
residential landscaping—to be converted for municipal and
industrial use, supplying about 183,000 homes annually.
Developed in collaboration with agricultural water users and
cities such as Spanish Fork and Payson, the plan supports
rapid population growth while preserving the farming heri-
tage. By relying on existing infrastructure, it avoids new
construction and promotes sustainability, ensuring areliable
water and agricultural balance for decades to come.

USDA offers aid to Idaho producers

Fourteen contiguous Idaho counties are eligible for USDA
Farm Service Agency emergency loans after a secretarial
natural disaster designation linked to severe drought. Accord-
ing to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these areas faced D2-D4
drought conditions for extended periods. Producers can use
loans to replace equipment or livestock, reorganize opera-
tions or refinance debt, with eligibility based on losses and
repayment ability. Parts of Montana and Washington also
qualify. Applications are due May 8, 2026. Producers should
contact their local USDA Service Center to report losses and
explore assistance programs.

Indonesia restores US Halal beef certification

The Indonesian Halal Authority (BPJPH) hasreaccredited
the onlyU.S. halal certifier approved for Indonesia, reopening
a key export market that had been closed since March, ac-
cording to Meat+Poultry. BPJPH had questioned whether
U.S. slaughter practices met Indonesia’s halal standards,
suspending accreditation and effectively halting American
beef exports worth $93 million in 2024. After the audits re-
solved those concerns, shipments can now resume. Cattle-
men’s Beef Board CEO Greg Hanes sees a strong opportu-
nityin Indonesia, citingits growing population, rising dispos-
able income, and expanding cold-chain infrastructure,
though some non-tariffbarriers remain. “Southeast Asia, and
especially Indonesia, have tons of opportunity for the U.S.
beefindustry,” Hanes said.

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Better beef for your budget

Taking a bite of tender,
juicy beef is all part of the
dining experience. But what
exactly makes beef taste the
way it does? Kansas State (K-
State) University meat sci-
ence extension specialist
Erin Beyer said the answer
lies in beef palatability—a
combination of tenderness,
juiciness and flavor.

Beyer focuses herresearch
on fresh meat quality and
cooked meat color. If you've
seen meat trials conducted
at K-State, there’s a good
chance you've seen her work
inaction. As part of her stud-
ies, participants evaluate a
variety of beef cuts for their
sensory qualities.

According to Beyer, meat
palatability is often com-
pared to a three-legged stool
with tenderness, flavor and
juiciness being the legs.
While some factors impact
the eating experience more
than others, it is the combi-
nation of all three factors that
is pivotal for that elite eating
experience for consumers.

“Tenderness is now con-
sidered the second mostim-
portant sensory property af-
ter flavor,” Beyer said. “Flavor
is the most complex and
opinionated sensory prop-
erty, with significant differ-
ences based on species,
cookingmethod and season-
ing.

“For decades, tenderness
was considered the mostim-
portant palatability trait, but
newer research done at K-
State indicates flavor is now
the most important. While
tenderness is the most vari-
able, flavor is the most com-
plex, beingimpacted by such
factors as quality grade,
cookingmethod, or justmus-
cle type,” she said.

Juiciness also plays a criti-
cal role in the eating experi-
ence.

“Tuicinessis defined as the
initial and sustained mois-
ture in the mouth, impacted
by quality grade and cooking
method,” Beyer said.

Cooking methods, Beyer
notes, can dramatically
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change the palatability of
beef.

“There are high-heat
methods, such as grilling or
broiling, and lower-heat
methods like braising or
roasting,” she said. “Lowand
slow methods are best for
budget-friendly cuts that are
thicker or tougher, like a
roast. The collagen in the
muscle structure has to break
down for the meat to become
tender”

Collagen is the most prev-
alent protein in the body, and
it is found in skin and nails,
but also in the connective
tissue layers that support
muscle structure. Collagen
has a rubber band texture
and is generally considered
to be only soluble in high
heat or acid, so when cook-
ing, it becomes difficult to
break down.

“The way we accomplish
this is with low and slow
cooking methods, which
gives the collagen molecules
time to convert to gelatin that
is soft and able to be chewed

easily, Beyer said. "This pro-
cess is responsible for turn-
ing the brisket, one of the
toughest muscles in the
body, to a fork tender cut”

Beyer explained some ex-
amples of budget-friendly
cuts include chuck eye roll,
tri tip, flank steak, coulotte
and beef plate cuts. These
cuts can be roasted in the
oven and take around two
hours to cook, or smoked for
about the same time.

The oven and a smoker
will not brown the exterior,
therefore, a browning step
needs to be included either
before or after the low and
slow cooking step. This com-
bination will develop therich
and beefy flavor consumers
love with a tender roast tex-
ture.

Beyer said by understand-
inghowtenderness, juiciness
and flavor interact—and how
cooking methods affect
them—consumers can make
the most of every beef cut on
their plate. — K-State Re-
search and Extension

2025 1pmcst
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(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.)

MARKEIFATRAYGIANC ERSThis\Week:19/25/2025 M Week: Year BEEEIREPORT:AWeekiylGomposite]Boxed|Beef
. WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED
h F r N/A 237.4 185. N 3 . N . .
Choice Fed Steers / A 37.49 85.59 ENDING Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price
September19 6983 39306 200 44947 1293 40168 2105 39187 591 37265 2793 34649
Boxed Beef Average 371.97 v 385.81 296.37 September12 6793 40437 195 45622 1235 41213 2069 40271 774 38060 2520 354.37
September5 5747 40920 185 45904 1082 41617 1583 40954 601 38531 2,297 36278
Live Slauahter Weih 1422 A 1417 1399 August 29 6471 40437 219 45260 1198 41159 1850 40363 705 38012 2498 36376
ive Slaughter Weight” K K B
9 9 Cutouts FEDJBOXED]BEEE
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Weekly Beef Production 4817 v 487.4 520.3 September 25 37197 35345 34015 N/A 43537
September 24 377.39 35642 339.98 144.87 43298
September 22 381.39 362.09 33847 150.66 431.24
*Average weight for previous week. *Total slaughter for previous week. **Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week. September 19 382.05 359.92 338.81 14700 N/A
CATI'EEUTURES:ICME llivelCattle [SelectediAuctions) Feetenpiicesiionsteersitieifersiieflectimediumfandlargeyilcattiey
9/19 9/22 9/23 9/24 9/25 High™ Low" Weelk({Ending}Se ptembeR25%2025; unlesslotheiwiselnoted;Blindicatesimediumfandllargeli:2
Oct. 23358 23715 23788 23578 23373 24678 16853
Dec. 23573 24023 24098 23905 23650 24208 16668 | |DATE SLAUGHTERCOWS |  PAIRS
200-3001b. | 300-4001b. | 400-5001b. | 500-6001b. | 600-7001b. | 700-800Ib. | 800Ib.-u
Feb. 23745 24235 24345 24118 23853 24358 17005 | |MARKET _ P_| SLAUGHTERBULLS |REPLACEMENTS
Apr. 23763 24215 24343 24175 23915 24428 18068 'Blloris;ortal\gllable
lackfoot,
CATTLEEUTURESACME[FeederiGattle September18 o2 471525 449-509 382-451 291-342 124181
9/19 9/22 9/23 9/24 9/25 High* Low" | |Burley,ID 445-460 365-406 179-185
Sep. 35915 36273 36593 36563 36648 36648 21920 | [Noreportavailable
Oct. So4l0 36185 36475 36245 39920 S7000 22268 :mTenl'amzo 350-465 335-414 285-390 270-332 265-327 235-306 150-170
eptember - - - - - - -
5‘0"' giggg 332%?3 gggﬁg 356;%33 ggéig 22332 2;3%) Eugene, OR N/A 280-417 302-380 265-344 235-311 230-300 212-260 160-185
. a.”'h ot ol o September22 o117 550-590 480-520 450-495 411-450 397-426 350-390 145-167 =
High and low figures are for the life of the contract. Madras, OR g 460-505 450-520 385-460 375-411 342-372 290-321 160-187 =
- - September24 505-555 460-525 430-495 380-420 338-369 165-178
EED[CATTLESTRADE Count | AvgWeldht | Avg. Vale,OR 938 450-462 420-455 362-387 325-339 175-208
September23 558 145-530 397.50-510 350-456 340-402 200-361 234-337.50 110-305 2,200
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davenport, WA 0 | 495650 | 40052750 | 200-486 | 320-416 180-358 270337 225-312 141-220
Live FOB Steer N/A N/A N/A September18 1184 500° 395-455" 395-415" 167.50-169
Live FOB Heifer N/A N/A N/A Toppenish, WA g 380° 350-373" | 345-352.50° 305° 161-194.50 3,700-3,750
Dressed Del Steer 2,260 987 364.87
Dressed Del Heifer 196 863 365.00 September18 1471 350-527 300-480 275-442 275-378 270-359 145-176
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK (erIand, CA 330-450 280-425 255-378 255-332 250-318 145-199 2,400-3,400
- eptember19 110-160
L!ve FOB Stger 1,121 1,541 23749 Escalon, CA 140-185
Live FOB Heifer 323 1,342 237.29 September22 55 400-525 425-523 400-511 375-429 350-391 285-330 85-230
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A Famoso, CA 400-440 375-450 375-460 350-408 300-346 150-192
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A September24 1713 500-575 450-530 425-510 370-440 350-400 110-204
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR Galt,CA ’ 450-535 425-500 370-460 310-395 285-362 165-200
. September23 457-530 450-535 442-500 390-429.50 375-400 350-380 142186
Live FSB Ste.]?r 234 1462 18559 | |furlock,CA 1299 394-505 375-476 360-430 329-374 318-345 300-325 165-195
Live FOB Heifer 375 1,385 184.34 | [September2s | 35059 320-590 305500 | 295-49250 | 280-425 275-370 270-360 14370-186 50 3,050-3,700
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A Salina, UT ' 325-560 300-515 290-456 285-490 275-350 265-335 190-333 175.90-192.88
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
—— — = September22 690 520-572.50 440-540 410-503 360-450 35150-400 | 310.25-386 130-218
NATIONALWEEKIY/REDIBE ERSTAUGHTER]VOLUMESSERTEMBERi21)2025 lowa 7138 411-519 360-540 350-469 334-414 | 32437250 | 300-343.50 120-231
Domestic Imported September23 - 405-415 375-409 341-360 149-175
Forward Contract N/A N/A Miles City, MT 358-359 307-353 170-195 2,850-3,150
Formula N/A N/A September24 4455 407.50-415 402-444 379.50-427 349-382.50
Negotiated Cash N/A N/A Bassett, NE ’ 380 318-380
Negotiated Grid N/A N/A Noreportavailable
Packer Owned N/A N/A Ericson,NE
September23 625 531-5653 459-489 434 350
Total N/A N/A Imperial, NE 640 560 442.50-482 415 382.50 365.50-370
SUNUGHTERIFORWARDICONTRACES FORWARDBEEFISAIES) Noreportavailable ‘
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 2003 | {keamey, NE
elvery ton €. vales J-cl0ays S September19 589 535 505-520 408-476 380-423 375-387 317-363.50
Sep. '25 N/A Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,088 Lexington, NE ’ 550 403-415 364 359 318-365 S
Oct. '25 N/A Formula sales 3,709 Noreportavailable
Nov. '25 N/A Forward contract sales 93 Ogallala, NE
Dec. '25 N/A Domestic sales 6,301 Noreportavailable
Jan. '26 N/A NAFTA Exports 102 tine, NE
September19 2430 420 387-402 345-376.75
CANADIANIMVESTOCKPRICESIRIEEDERATINS PECTEDSIAUGHTERIEIGURESEN BT 101 Koo) ’ 356-375 321.50-343.50
- — - Weekly | |September24 77 587.50-596 491-546 402-475 386-420 380-400.50
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price  change | |Torrington, WY ' 495-500 459-500 410-424 361-387 340-353 319-351
Slaughter Steers mosty Choice & Select -3, 1300-1500tbs | 22890 | +2.10 September18 557.50-625 552-615 474.50-560 404-440 359-393 140-224 4,250-4,500
- . R % eptember 50- - 50- - - - ,250-4,
Slaughter Hefers, mostly Choice & Sefect1:3,1200-14000bs | 22488 | 029 | | \ilcay. a7 V95| “ygas55 | 46750-530 | 44549750 |  364-425 318-395 165-200 2950-3,250
Ontario Auctions September22 2oa1| 605665 535-580 435-510 400-455 370-425 340-37250 | 305-34250 101-225 3,225-4,275
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 13, 1300-1500 Ibs 23395 | -075 Colorado : 550-560 440-510 425-450 | 382-40250 | 345-36750 | 322.50-348 | 301-30250 134-243 2,225-3,100
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 Ibs 232.03 -0.26 September17 1020 515-580 510-535 400-455 37750-425 | 345-372.50 | 332.50-345 153175 3,850-4,275
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 16088 | -159 LaJunta, CO / 430-525 405-455 382-402.50 | 347.50-367.50 |  330-348 | 302.50-322.50 177-196 2,500-3,050
*Price comparison from one week ago. Noreportavailable
Loma,CO
Averagelfeedercattielprices((CNDlfoRweekiendingluesdayiSentemben2332025 i rweserywry 550 504 18953 425465 386-400 361300 | 336-384.75 130-183 3,700-4,025
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario Dodge City, KS ! 502.50-515 395-450 405.50 361.50-364 342-361 301-379 162.50-208 2,550-3,025
501-600 Ibs 17697 502 47 45305 September18 130 552.50-640 | 49250-535 | 422.50-485 | 363.50-417 348-375 320-353 156-177 2,250-3,350
601700 Tbs 42719 44278 30817 Pratt,KS g 482.50-528 | 442.50-490 355-428 335-363 322-349 306-328.50 177-211 2,650-3,175
201-800 Ibs 38709 39213 36851 September25 1620 620 455-507.50 416-470 364-416 349-388 310-369
- ; ; : Salina,KS ’ 535 460-515 415-460 386-413 348-390 336-346 315-328 <
801-900 Ibs 36154 369.55 347.84
Heifers: - - : September25 2996|  602-700 475-700 416-570 398-485 342-400 330-367 245-335 155-240
201500 b Clovis,NM ’ 450-585 450-580 400-515 342-425 320-384 314-332 282-319.50
01600 Ibs 419.57 522.12 461.80 September24 78|  610-640 510-560 450-560 380-470 367.50-415 380-400 335-379
501+ S 421.06 435.87 412.70 ElReno, OK ' 550-560 450-510 390-475 335-415 345-405 340-369.50 325-360 S
601-700Ibs 39041 39148 372.76 September2d - 490529 442474 351465 380417 363-393 221353 158179 2,4003,275
701-800Ibs 36061 364.10 342.42 McAlester, OK : 386-458 373-433 331-400 324-365 308-340 263 182-201 1,550-3,500
USDAMEXICO}TOIUISAWEEKLYJLIVESTOCK(IMPORTS; September23 480-595 439-515 365-490 356-426 350-399 320-360
, OklahomaCity, 0k “*°|  470-595 403570 | 38545750 |  340-429 337-389 310-349 285
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume. , September19 26| 565620 477605 400-495 359410 345-382 326-352 42162
Species Current Previous Current Previous | | cuero, TX : 467-595 431-555 353-435 328-460 315-302 299-335 184-195 1,700-2,250
Week Week Vear-to-date  Vear-to-date | [September1s 2497 47250-517 | 420-452.50 380-435 347.50-401 340-390 275-367 121174 2,925-3,100
9/15/2025 9/8/2025 Dalhart, TX g 385-512.50 350-415 345-393 317.50-345 330-337 277.50-319 150-194 1,950-2,975
Feeders 0 0 230638 998763 September25 689 435-535 400-445 340-425 321-365 312.50-346 | 317.50-335 130-186 1,200
. : SanAngelo, TX 400-415 327.50-370 | 320-32750 | 305-317.50 164-207 2,355-3,450
USDAIWEEKIY/IMPORTED]EEEDERCATITLE September18 1156 595 470-515 387-487 377-392 333-355 327 145-165 2,900-3,150
Tulia, TX ' 530 390-445 350-417 339-377 322-344 305-338 180 1750
September 25, 2025
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary September19 o3| 470-650 460-630 408-510 375-432.50 340-390 325-336 317.50-320 141176 2,100-4,200
. . . . Alabama g 443-560 405-490 370-435 300-390 300-375 270-345 152-212 1,500-3,600
ReceiptsEST:N/A Week Ago EST: N/A Year Ago Act: 14,950 September22 || 5525 | 44750510 | A6-47750° | 34750395 | 341-384° 321370° | 294-35475" 2191 1925-2,900
Lexington, KY g 405* 380-442.50° | 358-407.50° 341-381° 311-370° 301-342° | 257.50-293" 162-216 1,700-2,925
September22 9206 490-580 430-510 410-448 375-440 369-403 320-371 %
Joplin,MO g 430-500 385-450 367-410 340-387 332-373 305-336 =
T RN R NPORTS NI FORTHERNOTGE - BECLOSEDFOR | 1< tomber22 oa0| 3%575 412.50-540 344-500 | 337.50-422.50 | 305-397 30750-373 | 260-350.50 139-182 1,550-3,700
T : 370-480 335-480 315-415 284-372.50 260-360 250-332.50 230-327 150-214 1,500-3,400
September22 2281 365-500 377-485 350-445 322.50-410 | 300-357.50 265-339
Virginia ’ 335-434 330-429 327.50-430 285-370 280-355 255-322.50 150-327
Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
%.\ N \ uy‘
500-600 lbs N/A 500-600Ibs N/A September24 . 746-064 734918 694756 637-670 142532 208226
600-700 Ibs N/A 600-700 Ibs N/A Lethbridge, Alberta 714-849 710-833 662724 524-624 426-470 250-329
700-800 Ibs N/A 700-800 Ibs N/A
Feeder steers: Medium and large 182 | Feeder stees: Medium and lrge 162 | 1 /1 ) 114y (UL TR A o (e e e = L
500-600 Ibs N/A 500-600 Ibs N/A
600-700 Ibs N/A 600-700 Ibs N/A
700-800 Ibs N/A 700-800 Ibs N/A




The Sept.1 feedlot total was
11.08 millionhead, down 1.1%
year over year and the 10th
consecutivemonthlydecrease
compared to one year earlier.
Feedlot inventories continue
to decline slowly.

Average inventories for the
past year are down just 3.1%

from the peakin 2022, but the
September 12-month moving
average is at the lowest level
since January 2019. With the
September on-feed total up
slightly from the previous
month, the August total was
likely the seasonal low for the
year. The feedlot inventory on

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Feedlot production continues to decline

Aug. 1 thisyear was the lowest
monthly inventory since Oc-
tober 2017.

Total feedlot production is
declining more rapidly than
the slowly declining feedlot
inventories would indicate.
Feedlot placements in August
were 90.1% oflastyear and the

Feeder cattle demand strong

MARKETS

(frompage1)

improvement. Simply put,
beef demand is seasonally
slow”

Feeder cattle

Feeder cattle futures
closed several dollars high-
er over the week. The Sep-
tember contract gained
more than $7 to close at
$365.42, and the October
contract gained more than
$2 to close at $354.05.

The CME Feeder Cattle
Indexlost5 cents to close at
$361.31.

Corn futures traded
mostly sideways. The De-
cember contract gained 2
cents to close at $4.25, and
the March contract gained
a penny to close at $4.42.

“Thankfully, demand has
been incredibly strong this
week in feeder cattle sales
across the country, but this
dip in the futures complex
could shake buyers a bit,’
said ShayLe Stewart, DTN
livestock analyst, in her
Thursday midday com-
ments.

Iowa: Russell Livestockin
Russell sold 2,528 head on
Monday. Compared to the
previous auction two weeks
earlier, most lots of steers
sold $7-10 higher. Bawling
heifers under 500 Ibs. sold
with lower undertones on a
limited supply. Heifers over
500 lbs. sold steady to $5

higher. Benchmark steers
averaging 777 lbs. sold for
$365-389, averaging
$384.74.

Missouri: Joplin Regional
Stockyards in Carthage sold
7,500 head on Monday.
Compared to aweek earlier,
at the mid-session steers
sold $5-20 higher and feed-
er heifers sold steady to $10
higher. Benchmark steers
averaging 774 1bs. sold from
$369-403, averaging
$393.07.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma
National Stockyards in
Oklahoma City sold 5,000
head on Monday. Com-
pared to a week earlier,
feeder steers sold steady to
$5 higher than the previous
week’s test. Feeder heifers
sold $4-8 higher. Steer
calves sold $10-20 higher,
and heifer calves sold $15-
25 higher. Benchmark
steers averaging 767 lbs.
sold from $340-378, averag-
ing $369.83.

South Dakota: Sioux
Falls Regional in Worthing
sold 1,319 head on Monday.
Compared to aweek earlier,
spring-born steers and heif-
er calves sold with sharply
higherundertones. Yearling
steers and heifers were too
narrowly compared for a
good comparison. Bench-
mark steers averaging 775
Ibs. sold from $385-402.50,
averaging $390.82.

Utah: Producers Live-
stock in Salina sold 1,344
head on Wednesday. Com-

US beef, pork featured
in Trinidad and Tobago

U.S. beef and pork took
center stage during a recent
trade promotional event in
the Caribbean nation of Trin-
idad and Tobago. The U.S.
Meat Export Federation
(USMEF) partnered with the
USDA Foreign Agricultural
Service and the U.S. Embassy
in Port of Spain, the nation’s
capital, for a meat cutting
demonstration and tasting
reception. Local chefs, res-
taurateurs and influencers
enjoyed premium U.S. food
and beverage products such
as beef and pork, table
grapes, wines, bourbons and
whiskeys at the reception.

Kaylee Greiner, manager
of retail and foodservice en-
gagement for Texas Beef
Council, joined USMEF Ca-
ribbean Representative Eliz-
abeth Wunderlich and Latin
America Representative
Homero Recio for a cutting
demonstration and presen-
tation about practices that
impactthe safety and quality
of red meat. Featured beef

cuts included ribeye, sirloin,
tomahawk and short rib. In-
novative ways to prepare
American pork were high-
lighted, featuring Boston butt
and blade end rib cuts.

“We stressed the versatility
that high-quality cuts of U.S.
beef and pork offer chefs,”
says Wunderlich. “We talked
about how certain cuts can
be used in a wide range of
culinary applications, from
grilling and roasting, to stir-
frying and slow cooking.
Which we then demonstrat-
ed for guests at the recep-
tion”

A variety of U.S. beef and
pork dishes with Caribbean-
influenced flavors were fea-
tured atthe tastingreception,
including coffee-rubbed
flank steak and Boston butt
Geera pork cubes.

Funding support was pro-
vided by Texas Beef Council,
the Beef Checkoff Program,
the National Pork Board and
USDA’s Regional Agricul-
tural Program. — USMEF

pared to the last auction,
feeder steers sold unevenly
steady, with those weighing
under 5001bs. selling sharp-
lylower and those weighing
over 500 Ibs. selling sharply
higher. Feeder heifers sold
unevenly steady on calves
and yearlings. Benchmark
steers averaging 772 lbs.
sold from $332.50-342.50,
averaging $339.01. — Anna
Miller Fortozo, WLJ man-
aging editor

smallest August placement
total since 2015.

Figure 1 shows the relative
comparison between
12-month moving averages of
cattle on feed and feedlot
placements. Placements have
declined more than the on-
feed inventory up to this point
aided byaslower turnoverrate
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in feedlots.

August marketings were
down 13.6% compared to last
year. Feedlot marketings for
the first eight months of 2025
are down 5.4% year over year.
Average feedlot marketings
the past year are down 8.2%
from peak average marketings
in2022. Smaller calf crops and

limited feeder cattle supplies
mean there is less cattle avail-
able for feedlot production.
Feedlot production and beef
production are expected to
continue to decline into 2027.
—Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma
State University Extension
livestock marketing special-
ist

Figure 1. Cattle on Feed and Feedlot Placements
Monthly, 12 Month MA, 1000 Head
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STOCKER & FEEDER SALES EVERY MONDAY
L8 ; Featuring Large Runs Calves and Yearlings from Local & West Coast Ranches
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The National Western Stock
Show (NWSS) proudly an-
nounces George Eidsness as
the 2026 Citizen of the West.
This prestigious award recog-
nizes those who embody the
spiritand determination ofthe
Western pioneer—a true rep-
resentative of Western lifestyle,
ideals, agricultural heritage

SEPTEMBER 29, 2025

and traditions. A commiittee of
community leaders selects re-
cipients.

George Eidsness is a true
embodiment of the Citizen of
the West—aresilient visionary
and deeply rooted in the land
and traditions that define the
region. Raised on a farm near
Brocket, ND, George’s earlylife

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

National Western Stock Show announces 2026 Citizen of the West

was shaped by hard work, mu-
sic (specifically the trombone),
horsemanship and a deep re-
spectforagriculture. Fromrid-
ing horses to showing cattle in
4-H, his connection to theland
and livestock started early and
has remained a guiding force
throughout his life.

After marrying his wife, Bar-
bara, and earning a degree
from the University of North
Dakota, George started his
business career in Fargo, ND,
eventually relocating to Colo-
rado. In 1990, he and his wife
purchased Transwest Trucks,
amove thatwould solidify their
role as influential leaders in
both the agricultural and trans-
portation industries. Their en-
trepreneurial spirit and com-
mitment to excellence helped
grow Transwest into arespect-
ed enterprise serving commu-
nities across the West.

George’s passion for pre-
serving Western heritage led
himtoacquire SteamboatLake
Outfitters in 1996 and later the
Flying E Ranch near Fort Lup-
ton, CO. These ventures al-
lowed him to blend business
acumen with a love for horses,
trail riding and hunting—ac-
tivities that celebrate the rug-
ged beauty and traditions of
the West. His unexpected in-
troduction to team penning
sparked a new chapter, where
he competed alongside family
and friends, earningaccolades
and fostering community
through sport.

A lifetime member of the
United States Team Penning
Association and a 2023 Hall of

ness and horsemanship. He
has championed many non-
profits and supported youth in
agriculture through 4-H, FFA
and other youth programs. In
all his endeavors, George has
embodied and promoted the
values of integrity, persever-
ance and stewardship.
George and Barbara have
been longtime sponsors of the
Stock Show, the Auction of Ju-
nior Livestock Champions,
Citizen of the West and the
Coors Western Art Exhibit &

Sale. Georgeis a National West-
ern trustee and a vice chair of
the capital campaign to build
the National Western’s new
home. His leadership at the
National Western and in his
otherendeavorsreflectsadeep
commitment to the land, the
people, and the enduring spir-
it of the American West.
George Eidsness will be
honored as the 47th Citizen of
the West during the annual
award dinner on Jan. 12, 2026.
Proceeds from the event sup-

port the National Western
Scholarship Trust, awarding
100 scholarships to students
attending colleges and univer-
sities in Colorado and Wyo-
ming for agricultural science,
rural medicine, or veterinary
medicine studies.

To purchase tickets for the
2026 Citizen of the West event
honoring George Eidsness,
please contact Rachel “Chel”
Melia at 303-299-5560 or rme-
lia@nationalwestern.com. —
NWSS

Farmer leaders rebuke USDA
over FSA counly staffing levels

The organization thatrepre-
sents Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county committees na-
tionally is pushing back on
claims by top USDA officials
that local offices have enough
staff to implement new farm
bill programs.

In a news release, the Na-
tional Association of Farmer
Elected Committees (NAFEC),
the group reiterated that FSA
offices “are critically under-
staffed,” yet USDA officials have
publicly denied those con-
cerns.

Deputy Secretary Stephen
Vaden at the Farm Progress
Show in late August rejected
the notion FSA offices are short
on staff. Vaden said USDA
would notbe asking fortempo-

Nwss Fame inductee, George’s con-  raryor permanent FSAstaffing
George Eidsness tributions extendbeyondbusi-  levels.
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Still, leaders at NAFEC said
leaders at FSA in recent meet-
ings have indicated staffing
levels of county office employ-
ees are now under 6,000, as
compared to several thousand
more, just a few years ago.
There are more than 2,000 lo-
cal USDA Service Centers na-
tionally.

“NAFEC has County Com-
mittee members in every
county in the nation and the
word we are consistently hear-
ing is our county office staffs
are critically understaffed,”
said Jim Zumbrink, President
of NAFEC, and a grain and
turkey farmer from Ohio. “As
such, our staff will find it very
difficult to perform the com-
plexwork of the new farm bill,
combined with disaster pro-
grams and ongoing programs,
with the speed agriculture pro-
ducersin America, both expect
and desperately need”

Since cominginto office, the
Trump administration has
pressed to cull probationary
employees from USDA and
offer buyouts to senior staff
across the department’s agen-
cies. Still, USDA leaders have
maintained that services to
farmers would not be affected
by these staff reductions.

USDA officials, including
Vaden, recently cited the speed
FSA officesissued disaster pay-
ments as the reason FSA of-
fices are not understaffed.

NAFEC, however, stated
that USDA officials “failed to
give an accurate picture of
whatit takes to get to the point
of issuing payments. A full
years’ worth of work in FSA
offices allowed the administra-
tionto quickly send outchecks,
based upon all of the work al-
ready performed in 2024 and
2025. For the new programs,
this work is yet to be per-
formed, and FSA cannot just
send out checks for new pro-
grams without having on file
acreage reports, eligibility
forms, farm record updates,
leases, etc”

It should be noted that the
Biden administration first be-
gan providing aid to producers
based on their acreage and
crop insurance repotrts to re-
duce the time needed to sub-
mit applications for disaster
aid.

NAFEC cited some of the
reports coming in from differ-
ent states. In Texas, the state
with the largest number of
county FSA employees, coun-
ties are reporting there are
“many offices” in Texas with-
out county executive directors
and some counties have few
staff to administer programs
right now.

One big issue is that FSA
employeeswill be responsible
for adding and enrolling as

many as 30 million new base
acres nationwide under provi-
sions in the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act.

“The new farm bill is going
torequire millions of newbase
acres to be established which
is going to take a lot of work.
We also know that ongoing
programs like the Livestock
Forage Program (LFP), critical
to our nation’s livestock pro-
ducers, is a program that takes
alotof stafftime to administer,”
said Kevin Dale, aretired coun-
ty executive director from a
large beef-producing countyin
Oklahoma.

For example, Dale ex-
plained, “with my staff of my-
self, two permanent program
assistants and a full-time tem-
porary employee, it took us
about six months to enroll,
review leases and eligibility
forms, obtain county commit-
tee approval, and issue pay-
ments to our 700-plus Bryan
County livestock producers.
Currently this same Oklahoma
office has only two employees.
Issuing payments quickly un-
der this program will be im-
possible, without additional
staffing”

David Senter, a legislative
consultantfor NAFEC and also
president of the American Ag-
riculture Movement, also
weighed in.

“We are facing a farm crisis
unlike any we have seen since
the late 1970's when farmers
drove tractors to Washington
DC. We need every resource
possible to ensure our agricul-
ture sectoris protected. Having
adequate staffing in every FSA
office across the nation is a
critical part of that protection,”
Senter said.

Bob Braden, an NAFEC of-
ficer and a corn and soybean
grower in lowa, said the recent
buyouts have left FSA offices
not only “depleted of warm
bodies,” butalso saw a tremen-
dous amount of experience
and knowledge leave the agen-

“Replacing this experience
will take a good amount of
time,” Braden said.

Jim Densberger, NAFEC of-
ficer and corn grower from
Nebraska summed it up. “We
want to ensure the situation is
addressed before the crises, not
after it. Our office staffs are
workinghard to do all they can
with reduced staffing levels
and more programs on the
horizon to administer. Without
more employees to perform
the work, our employees and
countyelected committeeswill
take the heat for being unable
to deliver funds as quickly as
normal. Nowis the time for our
agriculture organizations to
sound the alarm.” — Chris
Clayton, DTN agpolicy editor



Afederal judge has directed
the U.S. Department of the In-
terior and an irrigation corpo-
ration to stop diverting water
from the Upper Clark Fork
River near Deer Lodge, MT, to
prevent harm to endangered
bull trout.

U.S. District Court Judge
Brian Morris issued a tempo-
rary restraining order in a suit
brought by two organizations,
Save the Bull Trout and Alli-
ance for the Wild Rockies, that
alleges the Interior and West
Side Ditch Company are violat-
ing the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) in order to preserve
the Grant-Kohrs Ranch Na-
tional Historic Site.

The National Park Service-
operated historic site is a
1,618-acre working cattle
ranch that was dedicated to
commemorate the country’s
frontier cattle era.

According to court filings,
the federal government irri-
gates more than 400 acres of
Grant-Kohrs to grow hay and
maintain livestock pastures,
holding seven water rights for
irrigation and 16% of shares in
the Westside Ditch Company,
one of five irrigation systems
used to conveywater to the site.

The West Side Ditch diverts
water from the Upper Clark
Forknear Deer Lodge and con-
veys it more than 12 miles to
Grant-Kohrs. The diversions
can take up to 90% of water
from the river during severe
drought years, according to
court filings.

But a huge swath of the Up-
per Clark Fork—62.8 miles—is
designated as critical habitat
for bull trout by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Services
(USFWS).

In 1998, bull trout were listed

US slaughter projected to
drop by 2Mhead in2025

RABO REPORT
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accounting for 56% of the
country's export volume and
59% of its revenue. Chinese
buyers accelerated shipments
ahead of an import investiga-
tionnowpostponed to Nov. 26,
while U.S. importers rushed to
secure supplies before new
US. tariffs took effectin August.

Even with U.S. tariffs now
totaling 76.4% (a 40% addition
to the existing 10% and 26.4%
duties), RaboResearch expects
Brazilian exports to the U.S. to
remain strong through 2025,
projecting a 15% year-over-
year increase to 263,000 mt.
However, the reportwarns that
volumes may decline by
10,000-15,000 mt per month in
the coming months as tariffs
tighten their grip and U.S. sea-
sonal beef demand eases.

On the supply side, Brazil
faces structural constraints.
Domestic beef availability
dropped 2.2% (about 83,000
mt) in the first half of 2025, as
exportgrowth outstripped pro-
duction. RaboResearch proj-
ects an overall 2% decline in
Brazilian beef supply in 2025
despite strong export demand.

U.S. marketis
adjusting

While Brazil breaks export
records, theU.S. marketis grap-
pling with tighter domestic
supplies and shiftingtrade pat-
terns. RaboResearch projects
that U.S. cattle slaughter will
drop by 2 million head in 2025,
a6% decline fromlastyearand
the steepest annual decrease
since 2014. Despite this, high-
quality beef remains plentiful.
From January to July, a record
84.3% of steer and heifer car-
casses were graded USDA
Prime or Choice, supported by
heavier fed cattle weights aver-
aging 25 pounds more.

Imports have become criti-
cal to meeting U.S. demand,
RaboResearch said. First-half
2025 beef imports surged 25%
year over year, with Brazil lead-
ing the way, followed by Aus-
tralia at 272,000 mt (up 35%)
and Uruguay at 97,000 mt (up
51%).

Onthe other hand, RaboRe-
search noted that exports are
in adownward trend. Without
registration renewals from

ports to Korea are 8% higher at
156,000 mt.

The profitability picture in
the U.S. remains sharply di-
vided. Cow-calfproducersand
feedyards are thriving, with
cash margins on pace to break
$600 and $400 per head, re-
spectively. By contrast, proces-
sors face their weakest weekly
grossmarginssince April 2012,
squeezed by high cattle prices
and softening wholesale beef
values.

Global trends

The tightening beef market
extendswell beyond Braziland
the U.S. RaboResearch’sreport
highlights that global cattle
prices have continued to rise
through the second quarter,
supported by contracting pro-
duction across multiple re-
gions.

Australia’s beef production
rose 11% year over year in the
second quarter, supported by
strongseasonal conditionsand
larger cattle inventories, push-
ing exports to record monthly
volumes exceeding 150,000 mt
in July. New Zealand, by con-
trast, experienced a 17% year-
over-year decline in produc-
tion in the second quarter, ac-
companied by a correspond-
ing drop in exports. However,
its average export value
reached a record high, reflect-
ing strong global demand for
lean trim.

Mexico's beef sector is grap-
pling with supply constraints
linked to a New World screw-
worm outbreak, which has
suspended live cattle exports
to the U.S. and restricted inter-
nal cattle movement. Despite
these challenges, beef export
volumesrose 2% in the firsthalf
0f2025, with notable growth to
South Korea, Hong Kong and
Canada, while imports from
Brazil surged to 45,000 metric
tons, narrowing the gap with
U.S. shipments.

Accordingto RaboResearch,
global beefmarketswill remain
tight and volatile through the
year’s end as contracting sup-
plies and shifting trade flows
continue to support higher
prices worldwide. Production
is forecast to decline by ap-
proximately 2% in 2025, pri-
marily due to sharp decreases
in Europe, New Zealand and
the U.S., with modestincreases
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Judge temporarily halts irrigation near MT ranch over fish endangerment

under the ESA, and in 2010,
USFWS established critical
habitat units for the species,
including the Clark Fork near
Grant-Kohrs.

In their lawsuit, the organi-
zations allege the Interior and
West Side are diverting too
muchwater from the river dur-
ing parts of the year when
streamflows are low, further
reducinghabitatforthe endan-
gered trout, which could “ad-
versely affect” the species’ sur-
vival.

“Inmostyears, the West Side
Ditch takes 50% or more of the
Upper Clark Fork flow in mid-
to-late summer. In drought
years, as in this summer, the
diversion has been taking an
evengreater share of theriver’s
flow. There is simply not
enough water leftin the Upper
Clark Fork River after this di-
version,” said Michael Garrity,
executive director for Alliance
for the Wild Rockies, in a state-

ment. “The extent of dewater-
inghasaltered bull trout critical
habitat so adversely that the
species can no longer survive
in that portion of the Upper
Clark Fork, much less migrate
to headwaters streams to
spawn.”

Neither the National Park
Service nor the Department of
the Interior comment on litiga-
tion.

The two plaintiffs filed a
similar lawsuit in 2022. In that
case, the Interior Department
ultimately entered a settlement
where the federal government
would fund multi-year projects
toupgrade the West Side Ditch
so bull trout wouldn’t swim
into the irrigation ditch and
return flows wouldn’t degrade
the river.

The settlement included an
agreement that if the federal
government did not fund the
projects to completion, the
plaintiffs could return to court.

\A@%zﬁ%@f
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Under the Trump administra-
tion, the Interior department
“stopped funding the projects
toreplace the (West Side Ditch)
diversion,” court documents
state, giving rise to the current
suit.

As part of the previous law-
suit, USFWS established a 90
cubic feet per second (cfs)
minimum flow for the Upper
Clark Fork near Deer Lodge
where West Side diverts water
in order to “maintain self-sus-
taining wild trout populations
and the macroinvertebrates
that support them.”

The federal agency also
stated that if Grant-Kohrs
Ranch does not irrigate when
streamflows are below 90 cfs,
leaving the Interior's share of
water rights in the river, it
would have a “significant im-
pact” onmaintaining the exist-
ing streamflows.

Overthelast30days, stream-
flow data collected by the U.S.

Geological Survey shows that
the Upper Clark Fork has run
well below 90 cfs, dropping to
34.3 cfs on Sept. 9.

The lawsuit ultimately seeks
a preliminary injunction to
prevent the Interior and West
Side from diverting water
when streamflow falls below90
cfs.

But West Side has argued in
courtfilings thatitwould suffer
from both a temporary halt
and from an injunction, claim-
ing agricultural and livestock
losses.

In ruling on the temporary
order, Morris wrote that the
harmsto endangered bull trout
outweigh the ditch company’s
argument, considering the ir-
rigation season is “nearly com-
plete”

Morris scheduled a hearing
on the preliminary injunction
for Sept. 25 in Helena's federal
courthouse. — Micah Drew,
Daily Montanan

OCTOBER 18

OROVILLE, CA

FEATURING 70 LONG YEARLING BULLS
45 HEREFORD * 20 ANGUS * 3 SIMANGUS

WW %W/WJ/

?Jﬁﬁﬁ;‘“ 1m

CE57 BW22 WW57 Y 87
REA 0.62 $CHB 98

YOUR HERDBULL
HEADQUARTERS FOR
HETEROSIS!

ONLINE BIDDING HO
TN

CoEHNIDIam

CE67 BW22 WW61 YWI100

REA 0.65 $CHB 161

Sire: ATFSOKUAHOMA6439D [

CE14.2 BW-1.7 WW523 YW781

ASA# 4468993

REA Q.16 APl 152.4

]

B, ™ SCAN.JO BID LIVEL S

The Lambert Fami

Steve Lambert
(530) 624-5256

JAHA#{44587161

Sire: NIW[135U]33B)WHIT(313G ETAS

CE31 BW25 WW60 YW 94

REA 0.41 $CHB 104

CE-5 BW 3. WW 62 YW 107
REA 105 $C 223

e N\A\#121258954)

Also featuring bulls from these
reputable consignors!

Sunbright Angus: Gary Ford (530) 526-6128

slambert5256@gmail.c:

LAMBERTRANCHHEREFORDS.COM

in Australia and China offset-
tingthelosses. — Charles Wal-
lace, WLJ contributing editor

Diamond S Angus: Tom Hardesty (916) 869-9294
Westwind Angus: David Holden (530) 736-0727

China, exports are on pace to
be 10% lowerin 2025. Thelone
bright spot was that beef ex-
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BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
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DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.

SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as

well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count
as two.
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CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
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Call & schedule your classified
ad today!
720-370-7977

classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

1-303-722-0155

Help 2
Wanted

Ranch Worker Needed
Located in NW SD.
Will Simpson — (325) 277-8420

Cattle

For Sale

110 BRED HEIFERS FOR SALE
All solid red Beefmasters.

Hand picked from 600
replacement females.

Calving April-May.
FOB Hyattsville, WY.
(719) 641-9677

1510 Ells Fer Sels
HemS Cif 2 BEEF EMEREy X
2 Bar N

Angus
Hereford,
Texas

877/12BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

For Sale

MCNAB BORDER
COLLIE PUPPIES

First time offering.

Established, respected bloodlines
from working parents.

Exceptional trainability, extreme
stamina and keen noses.

Located in Northern California.
$300
Call Walt: (707) 362-1383

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.

Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA

Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Real Estate

Pacific i

KNIPE LAND

m (208) 345-3163
knipeland.com

ROUND SPRING
CREEK RANCH
1,718+ acre hunting ranch
in the heart of Central
Idaho. Cabin, live water,
access to state lands,
hunting tags. $3,866,800

BULL CANYON RANCH
1,486+ acres bordering
public lands, with a natural
spring, lush meadow, and
timbered draws. Great
access via maintained
roads. $2,675,000

( NEED EXTRA \
INCOME?
Advertise a hunting
or fishing lease!

B cLassFED@WLINET

Real Estate
Opportunities

Real Estate

Opportunities

Real Estate
Opportunities

$529,000

FOR SALE - AMUST SEE!

Hoblby ranch/livestock home and property available! Complete setup for horses, sheepor goats,
Ranch-style stick-built single-story 3 BR 2 ¥ BA home on 977 acres comes with a 4-stall barn
that has runs off of each stall, plus feed, tack and hay storage inside. Entire perimeter of property
is fenced and cross-fenced into 3-4 pasture areas. All pasture areas have metal-covered loafing
heds plus trees for shade. F dl he prinkd t up, suppliedwithditchimgation
water from South Feather Water Project that is vear-round (great for insurance purpases). Multi-
ple gates setup for easy access infout. The home sitsin the middle on a sight hil sowater drains
away. It sits back up off the road and cannot be seen from the road. The home faces east, soyou
have lovely views of the sunrise over the snowcapped Sierras. You also have gorgecus sunsets
off the back with views of the Sutter Buttes. There is a smal orchard behind the home with ap-
ple, apricot, pear, plum and orange trees. Alllawns and livestock pastures are watened with ditch
water, not the house well. Below the orchard areais the second 2-car garage/workshop (possible
ADU). This has its own gate off the road, separate acoess as needed. There is also a seasonal
pond. The home itself is 1,800 sq. ft. with breezeway and 2-car garage. The extra ¥ BAis in the
garage, so you can clean up before going into the house! A beautiful red and brass wood stove
to keep you warm and cozy is in the Rving room by the bay windows with plantation shutters. The
kitchen has recently been refreshed with quartz countertops, can lighting, and tie floors, it has a
sunken TV room, dining room, and more. Pergo wood-look flooring, carpet only in the bedrooms.
The house & on awel and septic and propane, The propane tank is owned, not rented, Home
is avallable furmished. Close to recreation with Lake Oroville and the Thermolito Afterbay within
15 minutes! Best gasoline prices in the area at Feather Fals Casino, and the brewery has a fabu-
lous restaurant 10 minutes away! Best of both worlds: Iving in the country but close to amenities!
Come seeit beforeit’s gone! Will consider a lease with option to buy for the right family.

Real Estate
Pacific

Pasture
Wanted

Ranch lease wanted for pairs. 2025
and beyond. Up to 1500 pairs but
would consider smaller deals.
Anywhere in the western states. Full
care or our care.

(541) 377-3942

Irrigation 27

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems
Fair Prices - Good Service - Rancher Owned
DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST

CALL TODAY: 775-657-1815

Price: $29,950,000

Real Estate
Pacific

23,600+ deeded-acre high-quality organic

alfalfa farm and cattle operation located in

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher
(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

303-773-3545

You Call Steve, I'll Come to You.

northeastern California. The ranch’s excellent
water resources irrigate approximately 3,700
acres of organic alfalfa, utilizing 14 pivots on
2,928 acres and 824 acres of flood-irrigated
and pasture fields. The ranch includes a
224,971-acre BLM grazing allotment, currently
allowing for 4,452 animal unit months (AUMs).

AG RI -@ne i-‘inan.cial
B ) Terry Hundemer, Broker
CalBRE#01100594
(530) 265-5774

GET THOROUGH PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf
delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you
improve your business.

Real Estate

Southwest

20D

ranches@chickeringco.com

Real Estate
Southwest

20A

WWW.RANCHBUYER.COM

20D

KCALL NOW! (800) 850-2769 )

Learn more by working with
live animals under expert
supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.

641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032
785/448-3119

www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of
continuous service

Visit www.wlj.net today!

Scott Land Company, LI.C

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

Escape to wide-open freedom on the Old Route 66 Ranch—1,540 acres of
rolling hills, native pastures, and rugged beauty nestled halfway between
Santa Rosa and Tucumcari, New Mexico. Just minutes off I-40 near Newkirk,
perfect for ranchers, hunters, and outdoor lovers alike, this Guadalupe County gem offers
room to run cattle, space to roam, and unforgettable views in every direction. Sheltering
terrain draws in wildlife, making this property the real deal for those who crave privacy, purpose
and the outdoors. Privacy, potential, and panoramic skies — give us a call to
walk the land and make it yours.

UNION CO., NM - divided into three tracts for rotational grazing of 1,822+ ac. enrolled in
the new Grasslands Conservation Reserve Program & 120+ ac. of the property in the standard
CRP program. GCRP can be grazed year-round each year. Excellent fencing, one mile of hwy.
frontage together with all-weather roads on the remainder, equipped with almost new set
of steel working pens with scale, a second set of almost new working pens, watered by subs
on electricity with pipelines furnishing water for drinkers in each pasture. Gramma & buffalo
grasses. Broker Owned.

www.scottlandcompany.com - 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker - Krystal M. Nelson- NM QB
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A..) SALE REPORTS

THOMAS ANGUS
RANCH BULL SALE
Sept. 16, Galt, CA
60 Angus bulls . . . $9,087
Auctioneer: Jake Parnell
Sale Managers: Cotton
& Assoc.

TOP: Thomas Iconic
4293, 5/17/2024 by DB
Iconic G95; to Roen Ranch-
es, Bishop, CA, $17,000. —
JARED PATTERSON

BULLSEYE BREEDERS
BULL SALE
Sept. 17, Modesto, CA
20 SimAngus
bulls ........... $7,475
29 Angushbulls . .. 6,370
1Commercial

bull ............. 5,000
29 Commercial open
heifers .......... 2,900

Auctioneer: Max Olvera
Sale Manager: The
Judge Source

TOP: GRS Trail Boss

L387, 12/19/2023 by CCR
Trail Boss 2145F; to Gilliland
Land & Livestock, Davis,
CA, $13,000. — JARED
PATTERSON

RANCHO CASINO & DAL
PORTO LIVESTOCK
BULL SALE
Sept. 18, Denair, CA

140 Angus
bulls .......... $10,805
Auctioneers: Rick
Machado & Max Olvera
TOPS: Dal Porto Council
C196, 9/1/2024 by Bear
Mtn Justice; to Grimmius
Cattle Co., Hanford, CA,
$80,000. Casino Constable
X22, 1/25/2024 by Casino
Constable T34; toBilly Gris-
so, Hilmar, CA, $40,000.
Casino Craftsman X276,
8/15/2024 by Connealy
Craftsman; to Joe Santos,
Gilroy, CA, $27,500. Dal
Porto Patronage C92,

4/5/2024 by HAYNES Pa-
tronage 122; to Norene
Ranches, Rio Oso, CA,
$17,000. Casino Broadcast
X23, 1/25/2024 by Con-
nealy Broadcast; to Cliff &
Sherri Overmier, San An-
dreas, CA, $22,000. —
JARED PATTERSON

DIXIE VALLEY ANGUS
W/ O'CONNELL RANCH
BULL SALE
Sept. 19, Galt, CA

103 Angus
bulls ........... $8,992
Auctioneer: Jake Parnell
Sale Manager: M3
Marketing

TOPS: Sterling Calvary
Charge 4613, 8/14/2024 by
44 Calvary Charge 0155; to
6-X Dairy, Oakdale, CA,
$40,000. O'Connell Magni-
tude 4010, 6/7/2024 by MG
Magnitude; to 6-X Dairy,
Oakdale, CA, $40,000.

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service
to our advertisers. There
is a minimum advertising
requirement to be
eligible to be listed in the
Sale Calendar. Contact
your fieldman for more
information or to have
your date added to the
Sale Calendar. We will only
run auction sale dates or
private treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS

Oct. 4 - California
Breeders, Bull & Female
Sale, Turlock, CA

Oct. 5 — Cal Poly Bull Test
Sale, San Luis Obispo, CA
Oct. 18 - FAMOSA

All Breeds, Bull Sale,
McFarland, CA

Nov. 1 - World of Bulls &
Replacement Female Sale,
Galt, CA

ANGUS

Oct. 3 - Elwood Ranch,
Bull Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Oct. 4 - Colyer Hereford
& Angus, Female Sale,
Bruneau, ID

Oct. 10 — Kern Cattle
Female Sale, Visalia, CA
Oct. 11 - Evergreen
Exclusive Sale, Ellensburg,
WA

Oct. 11 - Vintage Angus
Ranch, Female Sale,
Modesto, CA

Oct. 12 — Arellano Bravo
Angus, Female Sale, Walnut
Grove, CA

Oct. 14 - 9 Peaks Ranch,
Bull Sale, Fort Rock, OR
Oct. 14 — Coleman Angus,
Female Sale, Charlo, MT
Oct. 14 - Fish Creek Ranch
of Montana, Female Sale,
Online

Oct. 15 — Montana Ranch,
Female Sale, Big Fork, MT
Oct. 16 — Thomas Angus
Ranch, Production Sale,
Baker City, OR

Oct. 17 - Basin Angus,
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Oct. 17 - Hall Ranch,
Complete Dispersal Sale,
Bassett, NE

Oct. 18 — NILE Angus
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Oct. 24 - Birch Creek
Angus, Bull Sale, Ruby
Valley, NV

Oct. 25 — Bear Mountain
Angus, Female Sale,
Palisade, NE

Oct. 27 - Dal Porto
Livestock, Female Sale,
Anselmo, NE

Nov. 6 — Memory Ranches,
Bull Sale, Wells, NV

Nov. 8 — Montana Ranch,
Bull Sale, Big Fork, MT
Nov. 10 — Green Mountain
Angus Ranch, Bull Sale,
Billings, MT

Nov. 12 — Riverbend Ranch,
Bull Sale, Idaho Falls, ID
Nov. 13 - JRRanch

& Sackmann Cattle,
Production Sale, Othello,
WA

Nov. 17 — J&L Livestock,
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Nov. 19 - TD Angus,
Female Sale, North Platte,
NE

Nov. 22 - Frank Cattle &
Genetics and Baldridge-
Tiedeman Angus, Female
Sale, Lodgepole, NE

Nov. 22 — Redland Angus,
Bull Sale, Buffalo, WY

Nov. 22 - Spring Cove
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss,
ID

Nov. 25 - Paint Rock
Angus, Bull Sale, Hyattville,
wy

Nov. 28 - Vermillion Ranch,
Bull Sale, Billings, MT

Dec. 1 - Stevenson’s
Diamond Dot, Fall Sale,
Hobson, MT

Dec. 2 — Stevenson Angus,
Fall Sale, Hobson, MT

Dec. 2 — Zumbrunnen
Angus, Bull Sale, Lusk, WY
Dec. 3 — McDonnell Angus,
Bull Sale, Columbus, MT
Dec. 4 - Sitz Angus Ranch,
Bull Sale, Harrison, MT
Dec. 5 - KG Ranch, Bull
Sale, Three Forks, MT

Dec. 6 — Reverse Rocking
R Ranch, Bull Sale, Maxwell,
NM

Dec. 8 — Hallow Top Angus,
Bull Sale, Pony, MT

Dec. 8 — Shipwheel Cattle
Company, Bull Sale,
Chinook, MT

Dec. 13 — Gaugler Angus,
Bull Sale, Judith Gap, MT
Dec. 18 — Bobcat Angus,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

CHAROLAIS

Oct. 18 - Fink Beef
Genetics, Production Sale,
Randolph, KS

HEREFORD
Oct. 4 - Colyer Hereford

& Angus, Female Sale,
Bruneau, ID

Oct. 18 — Lambert Ranch,
Bull Sale, Oroville, CA

Nov. 24 — Berry Herefords,
Bull Sale, Cheyenne, WY
Dec. 5 — Western States
Hereford Sale, Reno, NV

OPTIMIZER

Dec. 8 — Jacobsen Ranch,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

RED ANGUS

Nov. 1- Bet on Red,
Female Sale, Reno, NV
Nov. 6 — Memory Ranches,
Bull Sale, Wells, NV

Nov. 10 - Ludvigson Farms,
Bull Sale, Park City, MT
Dec. 3 - Big Sky Elite,
Female Sale, Three Forks,
MT

Dec. 12 - 5L Red Angus,
Bull Sale, Sheridan, MT

SALERS

Dec. 8 — Jacobsen Ranch,
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

SIMANGUS

Nov. 7 — Table Rock Ranch,
Production Sale, Ririe, ID
Dec. 5 - Yardley Cattle Co.,
Female Sale, Beaver, UT
Dec. 6 — Western Choice
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Jan. 26,2026 - APEX
Cattle, Bull & Female Sale,
Dannebrog, NE

SIMMENTAL

Dec. 5 - Yardley Cattle Co.,
Female Sale, Beaver, UT
Dec. 6 — Western Choice
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Jan. 26,2026 - APEX
Cattle, Bull & Female Sale,
Dannebrog, NE

STABILIZER

Nov. 21 - Leachman Cattle
of Colorado, Bull Sale,
Meriden, WY

Dec. 6 — Leachman Cattle
of Colorado, Bull Sale,
Loma, CO

COMMERCIAL

Oct. 17 - Western Video
Market Sale, Cottonwood,
CA

Nov. 21 - Rollin’ Rock
Angus, Bred Heifer Sale,
Pilot Rock, OR

Dec. 2 - Western Video
Market Sale, Reno, NV

HORSE

Oct. 12 - Will Gill & Sons,
Horse Sale, Madera, CA

Sterling Gettysburg 404,
3/24/2024 by EZAR Get-
tysburg 1061; to O'Connell
Ranch, Colusa, CA,
$23,000. Sterling Jameson
470, 8/21/2024 by Basin
Jameson 1076; to Martin
Livestock, lone, CA,
$16,500. Sterling Jameson
474, 8/25/2024 by Basin
Jameson 1076; to Martin
Livestock, lone, CA,
$16,500. — JARED PAT-
TERSON

CHURCHILL CATTLE CO.
DISPERSAL SALE
Sept. 19, Manhattan, MT
425 Herefords. ..$24,504
Auctioneer: Joe
Goggins

TOPS—Bull: Churchill
Stampede 486M ET,
1/20/2024 by Churchill W4
Sherman 2157K ET; to GKB
Cattle Company, Desde-
mona, TX, $210,000, 1/2
interest. Herd bulls:
Churchill W4 Sherman
2157KET, 2/7/2022 by KCF
Bennett Resolve G595; to
Ground Zero Farms, Watts,
OK, $130,000. B&C Touch-
down 3535L ET,
11/24/2023 by EF MF Lon-
gest Yard 19Z 228J ET; to
T/R Cattle Company, Glen-
coe, OK, $60,000. Here-
ford bred cow: Churchill
Lady 2153K, 2/5/2022 by
CL 1 Domino 0186H; to
GKB Cattle Company, Des-
demona, TX, NJW Polled
Herefords, Sheridan, WY,
and Bell Ward, Sheridan,

FEN

WY, $65,000. Polled Her-
eford bred cow: Churchill
Lady 3310L ET, 1/29/2023
by Churchill Red Thunder
133J ET; to GKB Cattle
Company, Desdemona,
TX, and Colyer Herefords
and Angus, Bruneau, ID,
$160,000. Bred heifers:
Churchill Lady 3414L ET,
12/10/2023 by Churchill
Red Thunder 133J ET; to
G4G Cattle Co., Sallisaw,
OK, andLylaBothe, Aurora,
SD, $60,000. Churchill La-
dy 466M, 1/13/2024 by
Birdwell New Standard
2912 ET; to Lindskov's LT
Ranch, Isabel, SD,
$59,999. Donor cows:
Churchill Lady 3121L ET,
1/23/2023 by RST Final
Print 0016; to GKB Cattle
Company, Desdemona,
TX, and Colyer Herefords
and Angus, Bruneau, ID,
$220,000. Churchill Lady
219K ET, 1/7/2022 by
ChurchillDesperado 029H;
to GKB Cattle Company,
Desdemona, TX, and Coly-
er Herefords and Angus,
Bruneau, ID, $200,000.
Churchill Lady 0403H ET,
9/10/2020 by EFBEEF BR
Validated B413; to Bowling
Ranch, Newkirk, OK,
$67,499. Churchill Lady
079H ET, 1/30/2020 by
EXR Bankroll 8130 ET; to
Ground Zero Farms, Watts,
OK, $65,000. Fall open
heifer: Churchill Lady
4319M ET, 8/12/2024 by
Bar JZ OnDemand; to GKB

FIRST ANNUAL ONLINE

aALE
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Cattle Company, Desde-
mona, TX, $170,000. —
KEVIN MURNIN

WEAVER QUARTER
HORSES SALE
Sept. 20, Great Falls, MT

80 Ranch

horses ......... $6,907
41Studcolts.. ... 6,287
32Fillies.......... 7187

5Broodmares ...7,800
2 Yearling colts. . 13,000
Auctioneer: Lynn
Weishaar

TOPS—Brood mare:
Weavers Dun Smooth,
4/29/2025 by Originally
Smooth; to Jim Kelly,
Sweetwater, TX, $15,000.
Yearling colt: Weavers Fu-
ture Bet, 6/19/2024 by Bet
Hesa Echo Cat; to Micheal
Cole, Beverly, KS, $18,000.
Fillies: Weavers Pretty Roy-
al, 4/25/2025 by One Gun
At ATime; to Walter Sulivan,
Napa, CA, $28,000. Weav-
ers Broke Time, 5/4/2025
by One Gun At A Time; to
Yoder Quarter Horses, Mon-
tezuma, GA, $15,500. Stud
colts: Wavers BetWith
Cash, 4/22/2025 by Bet
Hesa Echo Cat; to Terry and
Pam Rigby, Fairview, MT,
$19,001. Weavers Bandito
Gold, 4/23/2025 by Genu-
inely Busy; to Ayden Red-
man, Sunders, KY, $17,000.
Weavers Boon N Cat,
4/24/2025 by Bet Hesa
Echo Cat; to Sun J Live-
stock, Ashwood, OR,
$16,001.—KEVINMURNIN

G ilop B, 2085

55%@25&@/3:;50 HEIFERS | BRED COWS

3 IN1PAIRS | REPLACEMENT HEIFER CALVES
& OUR BEST WEANED BULL CALFI

FISH CREEK RANCH

OF MONTANA

" e

£C, DVAuction

(406) 382-0556 - FISHCREEKRANCHMONTANA.COM
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Thomas Amrus Ranch | Baker Ctty, Oregon

SELLING - 115 Angus Bulls | 30 Spring Cdlvi’ng Bred Heifers & Cows
40 Fall Calving Bred Heifers & Cows

e g e - o d o i - H B i
THOMAS SALVATION 4380 | AAA# 21223083 THOMAS SALVATION 4315 | AAA# 21223080 THOMAS BREAKTHROUGH 4344] AAA# 2122304"’ THQMAS HEAT SEEKER 4298 | AAA# "1"23114
SG Salvation X Jindra Acclaim SG Salvation X Poss Rawhide Beal Breakthough X Baldridge Alternative E125 Baldridge Heat Seeker H825 X A & B SpotLite 3085

CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C
10 -3 77 146 24 134 11996 237346 4 35 92 152 23 149 7994 221338 9 9 87 155 28 8213471203321 9 9 71 130 24 106 .90 78 184 3N

THOMAS LU(‘.‘W!r RDSE 3534 | AAA# 21008954 THOMAS BLACKBIRD 4188 | AAAR 21112539 THOMAS PATRICIA 4137 | AAA# 21115035 THOMAS LUCY 4085 | AAA# 2111?005 .
SG Salvation X EF Complement Connealy Clarity X GB Fireball 672 G A R Fireproof X Thomas Jefferson 66602 SG Salvation x Poss Maverick
Due to calve 10/2/25 to Crouch Congress Due to Calve 2/26/26 to EXAR Lifeline 2621B Due to Calve 2/13/26 to RSA True Balance 1311 Due to calve 2/13/26 to RSA True Balance 1311

CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C CED BW WW YW Milk Marb RE $G $B $C
2 34 77 144 26 101 78 73203311 11 .9 81 149 16 147 126104229367 15 -9 65 126 35 153 89 96 227334 0O 36 86 151 23 1.55 116 99 242375

Rob & Lori Thomas | 42734 Old Trail Road Baker City, OR 97814 FOLLOW US Sale managed by Cotton & Associates
Office: 541-524-9322 | Rob: 541-403-0562 | Lori: 541-403-0561 @thomasangusranch 517-546-6374 | www.cotton-associates.com

Clint Brightwell | 417-359-6893

Ranch Operations & Asst. Director of Genetic Selection [£] M 3 voulube
ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

, : BID ONLINE leeA
Request your sale catalog & view our upcoming sales at WWW.THOMASANGUSRANCH.COM WWW.LIVE-AG.COM




