
Cattle futures traded above their 40-day moving average, buoyed by 
outside economic factors and the potential for steady to higher cash trade 
as packers and feedlot managers go head-to-head. 

Live cattle futures were higher, with the October contract up $1.83 to 
$179.85 and the December contract up $2.52 to $181.12. 

“The spot December contract is currently trading above its 40-day 
moving average, which has been a resistance point from which traders 
have mostly shied away from since the equity meltdown early in August,” 
ShayLe Stewart, DTN livestock analyst, wrote in her midday 
comments on Thursday. “The market’s 40-day moving aver-
age will continue to be a threshold worth monitoring as 
closes above that price point signal bullishness but closed 
beneath that point signal market skepticism and some fear.”

Cash trade was light, with about 6,000 head sold. Live 
steers sold for $182, and dressed steers sold for $288. 

Cash trade for the week ending Sept. 15 totaled 61,496 
head. Live steers averaged $182.60, and dressed steers aver-
aged $290.63.

“The futures rally has emboldened cattle feeders who will 
be doing all possible to force cash prices higher after gains 

last week in the North,” Cassie Fish, market analyst, wrote on Thursday 
for The Beef. “Cash prices in the last two weeks have been their cheapest 
since February, but many believe this is the beginning of the Q4 rally. 
Cattle-on-Feed data suggests fed cattle supplies are adequate for Q4, but 
bullishness prevails.”

Slaughter through Thursday is estimated to be 493,000 head, 8,000 
head above the prior week. Total slaughter for last week is estimated at 
620,000 head. Actual slaughter for the week ending Sept. 7 was 547,805 

head. The average steer 
dressed weight was 941 
lbs., 8 lbs. above the prior 
week. 
See MARKETS on page 13

Cattle futures move above the 40-day average
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A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

"Livestock prices continued 
their downward course during 
most of August and as the 
month closed new low prices 
in several years were uncov-
ered on some classes. Most 
pressure has come on bovine 
stock for supplies have been 
very liberal. However, hog 
prices also declined toward 
the close for the first of the 
spring pigs were beginning to 
show up at Eastern markets,” 
wrote Bob Skau in his Sep-
tember 1952 market report. 
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CME FEEDER
$244.42

DRESSED STEERS
N/A

LIVE STEERS
 $183.16

— Appeals district court 
ruling

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) submitted an appeal to a 
federal appeals court to remove 
protections for gray wolves in the 
Lower 48 states. If granted, wolves 

would be managed by individual 
states.

In documents filed Sept. 13 with 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, 

USFWS requested the court appeal 
the 2022 decision by a California 
district court that blocked a Trump-
era rule to remove Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) protections for 
wolves. The court ruled to keep 
wolves listed as endangered in 44 
states, keep wolves in Minnesota 
listed as threatened and delist 
wolves in Montana, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, eastern Oregon, eastern 
Washington and north-central 
Utah.

“After (a) thorough analysis, the 
Service concluded that no configu-
ration of gray wolves was threatened 
or endangered in all or a significant 
portion of its range,” the agency 
wrote in the appeal. “That analysis 
was well-reasoned and well-sup-
ported by the administrative re-
cord.”

USFWS continued that if the 
court disagreed, it could remand the 
matter back to the agency, but the 
court should “correct the district 
court’s misunderstanding of both 
the ESA and the role of a reviewing 
court under the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act.”

The agency noted the appeal is, 
at its core, whether the purpose of 

USFWS asks court to remove gray wolf protections

See WOLF on page 9

Dennis Donohue/Adobe Stock
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has appealed a court’s decision to block a Trump-era rule to delist gray wolves in the 
Lower 48 states. Pictured here, a pack of wolves in the western U.S.

— Said board exceeded 
authority

Kings County, CA, farmers have 
received temporary relief from po-
tential state-mandated water re-
strictions after a judge halted the 
state’s decision to designate the 
Tulare Lake subbasin as probation-
ary. Superior Court Judge Kathy 
Ciuffini issued a preliminary in-
junction, ruling the California State 
Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) overstepped its authority 
and imposed unlawful demands on 
local water managers.

“Being granted the preliminary 
injunction is a monumental win for 
Kings County Farm Bureau and 
California agriculture,” Dusty Fe-
rence, executive director of Kings 
County Farm Bureau (KCFB), said 
in a statement. “Receiving today’s 
ruling highlights the validity of our 

claims and showcases our likeli-
hood to win in court in the future.”

KCFB filed suit in May, seeking 
relief from the water board’s regula-
tions requiring reporting and fees 
for groundwater extraction of 500 
acre-feet (an acre-foot is 325,851 
gallons) or greater. 

Background
In April, SWRCB declared the 

Tulare Lake subbasin in Kings 
County as “probationary” under 
the authority given to the agency 
under the Sustainable Groundwa-
ter Management Act (SGMA). The 
declaration required farmers to 
install meters before July 15, pay a 
$300 fee per well and $20 per acre-
foot of water pumped. Farmers who 
failed to file on time also faced a 
25% late fee and a $500/day fine. 

According to court documents, 

farmers reported receiving a letter 
from SWRCB about the metering 
requirements in late May and June, 
making it difficult to comply with the 
regulations by the deadline. 

On July 10, KCFB filed a request for 
a temporary restraining order, stating 
that the board improperly designat-
ed the Tulare Basin as probationary 
and failed to provide adequate notice 
to comply with the regulations. KCFB 
further said installing meters would 
require farmers to take their wells 
offline during the irrigation season, 
and the process could take months, 
subjecting them to fines.

Ciuffini ruled in favor of KCFB, 
writing that the harm would be sub-
stantial if an injunction were not is-
sued, and the water board had not 
shown the regulations caused no 
harm. 

See GROUNDWATER on page 11

CA judge rules against 
water board on pumping

— Forfeiture laws in 
question

A U.S. judge ruled against the 
Department of Justice (DOJ), 
blocking its attempt to prevent 
Idaho from enforcing laws that let 
ranchers take control of water 
rights held by the federal govern-
ment for public lands used for 
livestock grazing.

In a decision issued Aug. 28, 
Chief U.S. District Court Judge 
David C. Nye for the District of 
Idaho rejected the request to block 
the forfeiture laws, which establish 
that unused water rights are for-
feited after five years of non-use. 

The federal government and its 
agencies can set aside water to 
support lands to be used for a 
particular purpose, such as live-
stock grazing. 

In 2007, the Idaho Supreme 
Court held that a rancher could 
establish a water right on federal 
land for livestock if the rancher 
had authority to access the land 
for grazing and that Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) must 
put water to beneficial use itself to 
establish ownership.

In a 2022 suit, the DOJ chal-
lenged Idaho’s laws as unconsti-
tutionally interfering with the gov-
ernment’s water rights.

Two of the challenged statutes 
are procedural and apply to all 
water rights holders. One statute 
establishes that unused rights are 
forfeited after five years of non-
use, while the other sets the pro-
cedures to follow to initiate divest-
ment for unused rights. 

Nye wrote that the laws treat the 
federal government no differently 

Feds lose Idaho 
water rights case

See IDAHO SUIT on page 6
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GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION WHAT’S EPA HIDING IN ITS 
CLEAN WATER REGULATIONS?

In my family, as I’m sure for many of you, fall means 
harvest season and football season. Where I’m from, you 
can’t help but be a Georgia Bulldog fan. No matter who 
you root for, though, you want a fair game where each 
team has the opportunity to win.

But, imagine for a moment what would happen if your 
team was expected to take the field without being given 
the rules. And it doesn’t stop there: the referees wouldn’t 
share that important information even when the coach-
es and players ask. The chances of your team winning 
under those circumstances would be near impossible. 

Of course, this idea seems absurd, because it is. But 
this is exactly what farmers and ranchers are facing every 
day with the Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule 
implementation guidelines. Let me explain.   

In 2023, the Supreme Court unanimously ruled in 
Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that 
the current administration overstepped its bounds in its 
WOTUS rule, specifically in the use of the “significant 
nexus test” which determines whether waterways can 
be federally regulated.

The Supreme Court ruled the government must follow 
the “relatively permanent” test. As the name suggests, 
only waterways that flow for most of the year and are 
connected to traditional interstate navigable waters can 
be regulated. The WOTUS rule was revised, and the lat-
est rule went into effect in September 2023. Instead of 
providing clarity for clean water, however, farmers and 
ranchers were subjected to an even more vague and 
confusing rule. Ignoring the intent of the Supreme Court 
ruling, EPA expanded its definition of relatively perma-
nent, incorrectly putting even more waterways under 
federal jurisdiction.

Adding to the confusion, EPA has never shared new 
implementation guidelines with farmers. That means 
farmers and ranchers are expected to follow the rules 
without actually knowing what the rules are. This has 
created an endless guessing game when it comes to fol-

lowing clean water regulations. And, if you do unknow-
ingly break the law, you face a fine of up to $64,000 per 
day and possible jailtime.

All of this has created long delays in approved juris-
dictional determinations (AJD), which are required 
before land improvements can move forward. An AJD is 
also required before a home can be built, or roads can 
be expanded. One year after the latest WOTUS rule, 
many applications have yet to be processed. 

Every time we ask for clear guidelines, we are met with 
more vague answers. It became so bad that the Waters 
Advocacy Coalition, which the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) is a member of, filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to get access to the government’s 
official implementation guidelines. What we received 
was more than a thousand pages of documents, with 
almost all of the pertinent information blacked out. Page 
after page of redacted information. This isn’t transpar-
ency, and it only sets up America’s farmers and ranchers 
to fail.

Let me be clear, America’s farmers are dedicated to 
doing the right thing by protecting the natural resources 
they’ve been entrusted with and keeping our water clean. 
Our farms aren’t just another workplace for us. We live 
on the land we farm, and we raise our families on this 
land. We can’t be expected to play by the rules, though, 
when the federal government refuses to let us know what 
those rules are.

So now we’re left with a question—why is EPA hiding 
the critical information farmers need to ensure they are 
in compliance with the latest WOTUS rule? Finding an 
answer to that is just as impossible as finding WOTUS 
implementation guidelines. America’s job creators, in-
cluding farmers, small businesses, and road and home-
builders all remain in the dark. Our government can do 
better. It must do better to ensure we can continue to 
keep our food supply strong while protecting our natural 
resources. — Zippy Duvall, AFBF president

GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION CHECKOFF ROI STUDY PROVES 
VALUE, SETS BENCHMARK 

Beef country is in my blood. My wife and I live in 
Amarillo now, but I grew up near Benjamin in north-
central Texas on my grandfather’s cow-calf and stocker 
operation. After graduating from Texas A&M in 1998, I 
went to work in the feedyards just to learn more about 
the beef industry and ended up making a career with 
Five Rivers Cattle Feeding. Today, in addition to working 
at Five Rivers, I also manage my portion of the family’s 
dryland wheat and grass stocker operation with a busi-
ness partner. 

One thing I’ve learned over my years in this industry 
is that there is a need for producers to stand up and let 
their voices be heard. As the current vice chair of the 
Cattlemen’s Beef Board (CBB), I’m able to help represent 
all phases of the industry, from cow-calf to cattle feeder, 
using my experience to help promote beef. I try to talk 
with producers all over the country—generational or new 
to the business—and understand their points of view.

When those producers learn about my role on the CBB, 
we often end up discussing the Beef Checkoff. We ask 
you to invest your hard-earned money to advance the 
entire beef industry, so many of you want to share your 
opinions about the Checkoff and its value. Lately, I’ve 
been referring producers to the results of the recent in-
dependent, third-party return on investment (ROI) study. 

Every five years, all U.S. commodity boards commis-
sion an independent study to evaluate their programs’ 
effectiveness, a requirement of the USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) oversight of these programs. 
Even if the CBB wasn’t required to commission this study, 
this information is essential. You wouldn’t invest money 
without expecting—and deserving—updates on your 
investment’s performance. Checkoff investments should 
be no different.

Released in early July, the latest ROI study, conducted 
by Dr. Harry Kaiser of Cornell University, found that each 
dollar invested in national Beef Checkoff demand-
driving activities from 2019 to 2023 positively impacted 
domestic beef demand and U.S. beef exports. In fact, it 

created a total financial benefit of $13.41 for producers 
and importers who paid into the program. 

Dr. Kaiser’s analysis also examined what beef demand 
would have been over the past five years without invest-
ments in the national Beef Checkoff. The study found 
that total domestic beef demand would have been 8.5% 
lower per year, steer prices would have been 7.8% lower 
per year and U.S. export beef demand would have been 
11.5% lower. All in all, the national Beef Checkoff added 
an incremental $3.3 billion to the beef industry in 2023 
alone. That $3.3 billion also had positive indirect effects 
by adding $4.1 billion to the U.S. economy and generat-
ing a nearly $9.5 billion increase in the U.S. GDP. 

CBB’s hope is that the study’s findings will give more 
producers confidence in the Beef Checkoff and help you 
all trust that we’re spending your money wisely. We want 
producers to know that by investing our national Check-
off dollars into bigger and better demand-driving pro-
motional, research and educational programs, we’re 
creating opportunities to increase overall revenue for 
those who pay into the program, which can lead to 
greater financial benefits for everyone involved over time.

But the value of the ROI study doesn’t end there. The 
CBB takes this data very seriously, and while a return of 
$13.41 sounds great, we want to do even better. The ROI 
study isn’t simply a platform for the CBB and the na-
tional Beef Checkoff to rest upon. It gives us information 
that we can use, in coordination with organizational 
long-term goals and the strategic initiatives of the Beef 
Industry Long Range Plan, to help shape current and 
future national Beef Checkoff programs. 

As we move into the last few months of fiscal year 2024 
and begin allocating national Beef Checkoff program 
funds for fiscal year 2025, the ROI study’s data will be a 
tool to help make the best possible decisions on behalf 
of beef producers and importers—with the goal that 
those decisions will continue to propel the industry 
forward.—Ryan Moorhouse, Amarillo, TX, vice chair 
of CBB 

New names, faces in our 
rural arena

The cattle industry and 
markets have been as 
strong as expected over 

the last two years. Yes, we have 
seen pressure spots along the way 
that cause a ripple or mild con-
cern, but folks, it’s still really good. 
Now, for the seedstock and pure-
bred business, we all expected 
this fall bull sale season to kick off with a bang. It’s abso-
lutely been a complete firework show, exceeding all expec-
tations as producers ante up to make their next generation 
of calves bigger, better and more storied. I know the bull 
market typically goes hand in hand with the feeder market, 
like the old saying goes: “four to five calves to a bull pur-
chase.” But then you add in the high-yielding cull bull mar-
ket we saw late spring and summer and it opened the door 
that much more for you to trade up in quality for fresher 
genetics and more years of breeding use, and gain value-
added market access. 

It has been a ride the last 12 days of purebred bull sales, 
from the first bull offered in California to kick off the season 
bringing $420,000 to a young progressive Angus operation 
in Oklahoma. The next day we sold a paternal brother for 
$300,000. So far, we have sold five bulls for more than 
$50,000, and about six more sold for more than $30,000. All 
these purchases are fellow purebred breeders excited to 
add the next promotional piece to their herd bull battery. 
Now, to the core group, the commercial cattlemen, we 
have sold nearly 1,400 bulls thus far in 13 sales to average 
just shy of $8,300.

I would say, boy it’s as good as it gets! So hats off to you 
all. Thank you for being astute producers, valuing elite pro-
gressive genetics, supporting WLJ customers and doing 
business with our local and trusted seedstock producers 
over the years. It means the world to all of us and helps our 
ranching communities’ connectivity as our rural arena 
continues to change with new names and faces.

In recent years, the American ranching landscape has 
undergone quite a shift that demands our attention. Tradi-
tional, family-owned cattle operations—the backbone of 
rural communities—are increasingly being squeezed out 
by corporate conglomerates and new landowners. This 
consolidation isn’t just a business trend; it raises profound 
questions about the future of agriculture, the vitality of lo-
cal economies and the preservation of our rural heritage.

Family ranches have long been more than just business-
es. They embody a way of life rooted in generations of tra-
dition, stewardship and community. These ranchers have 
a deep understanding of the land and its ecosystems, 
honed through years of practice and a personal investment 
in their communities. When these operations are sup-
planted by corporate interests, we lose more than just local 
jobs; we lose a critical connection to our rural identity and 
values.

The rise of corporate ranching often means a focus on 
maximizing profits rather than nurturing the land. Large 
companies may prioritize efficiency over sustainability, us-
ing industrial practices that can lead to environmental 
degradation. This shift is alarming, especially in an era 
when climate change and ecological preservation are at 
the forefront of global concerns. Sustainable ranching 
practices not only protect our natural resources but also 
support local biodiversity—something that large, profit-
driven entities often overlook.

Moreover, the economic impact on local communities is 
significant. Family-run ranches contribute to rural econo-
mies in unique ways, supporting local businesses and pro-
viding employment opportunities. When these ranches 
disappear, local economies can suffer, leading to a ripple 
effect that diminishes the quality of life for residents. Small-
town cafes, supply stores and service providers that rely on 
ranchers as customers may find themselves struggling to 
survive in a landscape dominated by corporate giants.

But there is hope. Many consumers are becoming more 
aware of where their food comes from and are willing to 
support local farmers and ranchers. Initiatives promoting 
farm-to-table practices and local food sourcing are gaining 
traction. This consumer shift can bolster family-owned op-
erations and help revive the rural economy. Additionally, 
policies that support sustainable agriculture and provide 
resources for family ranchers can make a tangible differ-
ence in leveling the playing field.

As we look to the future of American ranching, it’s essen-
tial to recognize the value of family-owned operations, not 
just for their economic contributions but for their role in 
preserving the rich tapestry of our rural heritage. We must 
advocate for a balanced approach that supports these vital 
operations and ensures a sustainable, equitable future for 
our agricultural landscape. The choices we make today will 
shape the rural communities of tomorrow, and it’s time to 
prioritize the voices that have long been the heartbeat of 
America’s heartland.

Salute to our continued fellowship and tri-tip lunches 
this fall on the California bull sale run. — JARED PATTER-
SON

CCOMMENTSOMMENTS

PATTERSON
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The Pacific Legal Founda-
tion said in a new court filing 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is doing with 
the tailpipe emissions rule 
exactly what the Supreme 
Court said federal agencies 
cannot do when it ruled the 
so-called Chevron doctrine 
was unconstitutional.

The Pacific Legal Founda-
tion asked a federal court to 
toss the rule that mandates 
electric vehicles (EV), arguing 
that neither the Clean Air Act 
nor Congress give the agency 
power to change the U.S. ve-
hicle fleet.

Earlier this year, the Su-

preme Court struck down the 
Chevron doctrine that let 
courts yield to federal agen-
cies on interpreting federal 
law. Further, the Supreme 
Court in 2022 set the major 
questions doctrine that re-
quires agencies to have clear 
statutory authority when is-
suing rules.

On Sept. 6, attorneys gen-
eral from 26 states along with 
state politicians and many 
petroleum and automobile 
interests sued the Biden ad-
ministration asking the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia Circuit to 
throw out the rule.

Pacific Legal Foundation 
was one of a handful of groups 
to file amicus briefs in sup-
port of the lawsuit. Two weeks 
earlier, biofuels and agricul-
ture groups joined the law-
suit, filing a brief also asking 
the court to reverse the rule. 

“Even among the small 
subset of genuinely ‘major’ 
rules, the EPA’s attempt to 
remake the automobile sec-
tor stands out,” Pacific Legal 
Foundation said in an amicus 
brief.

“With conceded costs of 
$870 billion, EPA’s tailpipe 
rule is the poster child for the 
doctrine. And while the rule’s 

eye-popping price tag, by it-
self, requires—but lacks—
clear congressional authori-
zation, the rule’s forced elec-
trification of the automobile 
industry also meets every 
other criterion to make this 
court ’hesitate before con-
cluding that Congress has 
intended such an implicit 
delegation.’”

EPA faces lawsuits 
on rule

The EPA faces a multitude 
of lawsuits on the rule that 
essentially has pushed bio-

fuels out of the picture when 
it comes to reducing carbon 
emissions in the transporta-
tion sector.

The Chevron doctrine was 
struck down by the Supreme 
Court in Loper Bright Enter-
prises v Raimondo. In that 
case, the court recognized 
Congress can empower fed-
eral agencies to “fill up the 
details of a statutory scheme.” 
However, Pacific Legal Foun-
dation said, courts have to 
set the boundaries of that 
delegation.

The foundation said EPA’s 
tailpipe rule is yet another 
example of the federal gov-
ernment overreaching.

“The agency’s refusal to 
heed the Supreme Court’s 
decision speaks to the source 
of the major questions doc-
trine: ever-bolder executive 
lawmaking,” the brief said.

“Indeed, the tailpipe rule 
is the latest of ‘a particular 
and recurring problem: 
agencies asserting highly 
consequential power be-
yond what Congress could 
reasonably be understood to 
have granted.’ The view that 
interpretation of ambiguous 
s t a t u t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s 
amounts to policymaking 
suited for political actors 
rather than courts is espe-
cially mistaken.”

Ethanol interest group 
Growth Energy also filed an 
amicus brief in the case. 
Growth Energy asked the 
court to throw out the tail-
pipe rule because it is arbi-
trary and capricious in its 
discounting of biofuels.

“EPA’s analyses treated ve-
hicles that operate on biofu-
els the same as vehicles that 
operate exclusively on fossil 
fuels,” Growth Energy said in 
its brief.

“EPA failed to consider us-
ing or incentivizing higher 
biofuel blends in vehicles as 
a way to reduce emissions. 
And EPA’s cost-benefit anal-
ysis looked only at the em-
ployment and energy secu-
rity impacts of the petroleum 
industry, disregarding the 
biofuels industry entirely. 
For the agency that Congress 
entrusted to promote biofu-
els, EPA’s total failure to ac-
knowledge biofuels in the 
rule is arbitrary and capri-
cious,” the group said.

Growth Energy said the 
EPA rule “inaccurately in-
flated the benefits of EVs” by 
failing to consider the emis-
sions of electricity genera-
tion.

 “Light-duty vehicles are 
more than just a motor; they 
are a system that includes 
the engine and the fuel or 
electricity that powers it,” the 
group said.

“For EVs, EPA ignores half 

of that system, with dramat-
ic results. While a passenger 
car running primarily on 
ethanol would have roughly 
similar GHG emissions as an 
EV charged from the current 
U.S. electricity grid, EPA 
treats an EV’s GHG emis-
sions as zero yet treats a car 
using biofuel as having the 
same emissions as a car 
burning petroleum.”

EPA makes the claim that 
it does not need to consider 
emissions from power plants 
as part of electric vehicles’ 
emissions because it has 
separate power plant regula-
tions. 

“Regardless of how power 
plants are regulated, EVs use 
electricity that internal com-
bustion engines do not and 
excluding that component 
from emissions calculations 
creates an inaccurate com-
parison between vehicles,” 
Growth Energy said.  

The Center for Environ-
mental Accountability chal-
lenged EPA’s cost analysis in 
the tailpipe emission rule in 
an amicus brief.

Despite “propping up the 
electric vehicle industry” for 
many years, the center said, 
EPA acknowledges electric 
vehicles cost far more to pur-
chase and maintain over the 
life of an internal combus-
tion engine vehicle.

“EPA has drastically un-
dersold the true cost of elec-
tric vehicles to manufactur-
ers, obscured the extent to 
which manufacturers and 
retailers must raise prices for 
internal combustion engine 
vehicles in order to achieve 
compliance with the emis-
sions standards, and hidden 
this cost-shifting from the 
many consumers who, while 
having no desire to purchase 
an EV, unwittingly foot the 
bill for the small segment of 
Americans who do,” the am-
icus brief said.

The center said EPA has 
“not adequately conducted” 
a cost-benefit analysis of 
regulatory cross-subsidies or 
disclosed them to consum-
ers, “rendering this regime 
arbitrary and capricious.” 

They continued analyses 
estimate that cross subsidies 
cost between $10,500 and 
$60,000 per vehicle, depend-
ing on the manufacturer.

“One consequence of fail-
ing to consider and disclose 
these costs is that the EPA 
obscures an uncomfortable 
and inconvenient fact: These 
hidden cross subsidies are 
borne by individuals who 
have chosen not to purchase 
an electric vehicle,” the cen-
ter told the court. — Todd 
Neeley, DTN environmen-
tal editor

Pacific Legal Foundation calls out EPA for mandating EVs

Aaron Cell: (541) 633-3284
Rebecca Cell (541) 771-4151

P.O. Box 38, Fort Rock, OR 97735

AARON AND REBECCA BORROR www.9peaksranch.comwww.9peaksranch.com

Selling: 90 Spring Yearling Bulls • 30 Fall Yearling Bulls Selling: 90 Spring Yearling Bulls • 30 Fall Yearling Bulls 
OCT. 8, 2024 | FORT ROCK, OR OCT. 8, 2024 | FORT ROCK, OR 

Featuring sons of these outstanding all-around sires and more!
STERLING CONFIDENCE PLUS 804STERLING CONFIDENCE PLUS 804

AAA # 19189229  AAA # 19189229  
SIRE: CONNEALY CONFIDENCE PLUS   MGS: HOOVER DAM SIRE: CONNEALY CONFIDENCE PLUS   MGS: HOOVER DAM 

CED BW WW YW MILK MARB RE $M $B $C
9 -1.1 63 119 25 1.02 0.85 78 172 301  

CONNEALY COOL 39LCONNEALY COOL 39L

AAA # 17586776   AAA # 17586776   
SIRE: CONNEALY HEAT 0243   MGS: HA POWER ALLIANCE 1025SIRE: CONNEALY HEAT 0243   MGS: HA POWER ALLIANCE 1025

CED BW WW YW MILK MARB RE $M $B $C
11 1.1 65 109 25 0.62 0.81 83 155 284

18th annual

A A R KENDALL 7015A A R KENDALL 7015

AAA # 18912256   AAA # 18912256   
SIRE: KG JUSTIFIED 3023   MGS: A A R TEN X 3001SIRE: KG JUSTIFIED 3023   MGS: A A R TEN X 3001

CED BW WW YW MILK MARB RE $M $B $C
10 -1.2 70 124 33 1.06 0.45 88 191 336  

SITZ INTUITIONSITZ INTUITION

AAA # 19381619   AAA # 19381619   
SIRE: SITZ PROFILE 1160   MGS: JAUER 353 TRAVELER 589 27SIRE: SITZ PROFILE 1160   MGS: JAUER 353 TRAVELER 589 27

CED BW WW YW MILK MARB RE $M $B $C
8 0.3 67 117 21 0.99 0.53 77 150 271  

Sometimes, the solution to a problem Sometimes, the solution to a problem is right in front of you!is right in front of you!  
  

9 PEAKS RANCH BULL SALE9 PEAKS RANCH BULL SALE

9 PEAKS BULLS ARE RAISED PREDOMINANTLY OUTSIDE ON 9 PEAKS BULLS ARE RAISED PREDOMINANTLY OUTSIDE ON 
DESERT RANGE, DESERT RANGE, INSURING THEIR FUNCTIONALITY FOR INSURING THEIR FUNCTIONALITY FOR YOU!YOU!  

(In an effort to serve the next generation 
of livestock producers, WLJ’s Youth 
Opportunities calendar lists internship 
and scholarship information for 
agricultural- and livestock-focused 
students, listed by application deadline. 
If you have an internship or scholarship to 
announce, please email it to editorial@
wlj.net.)
Sept. 27 – Lallemand Animal Nutrition 
i s  of fe r i n g  f i ve  sc h o l a rs h i p 
opportunities for full-time students: 
two scholarships for undergraduate 
students, one for a master’s student, 
one for a doctoral candidate and one 
for a doctor of veterinary medicine 
s t u d e n t .  D e t a i l s :  t i n y u r l .
com/2pm2w3tx.

Oct. 1 – Internship and scholarship 
applications for the California 
Cattlemen’s Association are now 
open. Any young, regular or feeder 
member is eligible to apply for the 
scholarship and internship. Details: 
calcattlemen.org/scholarship.
Oct. 7 – The 2025 spring internship 
application process for the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and the 
Public Lands Council is now open. 
Details: tinyurl.com/2xce6cjp. 
Oct. 15 – The New Mexico Cattle 
Growers’ Association, in partnership 
with Purina Mills and Depot Farm and 
Ranch Agency, announced fall 
scholarship applications are open. 
Details: www.nmagriculture.org. 

Youth OpportunitiesYouth Opportunities
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TURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARDTURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARD
The Central California Livestock Marketing Center

When marketing your calves at TLAY, don’t forget 
how essential  the 2how essential  the 2 ndnd round of shots is.  round of shots is. 

Make sure to include a modifi ed live vaccination.Make sure to include a modifi ed live vaccination.

hWhen m k ti cal att LTLAYAY dddddo t ffff rg tWhhWhenen mmararkketiitingng yyouour calvllveses att TLTLAYAY ddo ’n’tt fforg tet
SALE DAY IS PAY SALE DAY IS PAY DAYDAYCall today to consign your cattle!Call today to consign your cattle!

MAX OLVERAMAX OLVERA ................ ................ 209-27 7-2063209-27 7-2063
STEVE FARIASTEVE FARIA ................. ................. 209-988-7180209-988-7180
JUSTIN RAMOS JUSTIN RAMOS .......................... 209-844-6372209-844-6372
JOHN LUIZJOHN LUIZ .................... .................... 209-480-5101209-480-5101
JAKE BETTENCOURTJAKE BETTENCOURT ...... ...... 209-262-4019209-262-4019
TRAVIS JOHNSONTRAVIS JOHNSON ......... ......... 209-996-8645209-996-8645

TIM SISILTIM SISIL ...................... ...................... 209-631-6054209-631-6054
JOHN BOURDET JOHN BOURDET  ............ ............ 831-801-2343831-801-2343
CELESTE SETTRINICELESTE SETTRINI ........ ........ 831 -32 0 - 15 27831-320-15 27
MATT MILLERMATT MILLER ................ ................ 2 09-914-5116209-914-51 1 6
BRANDON BABABRANDON BABA ............ ............ 209-480-1267209-480-1267
BUD COZZIBUD COZZI .................... .................... 209-652-4480209-652-4480

TLAY ANNUAL FALL FEMALE SALE TLAY ANNUAL FALL FEMALE SALE 
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California
Breeders Bull Sale

October 5 Turlock, CA
1 P.M. FOLLOWING FALL FEMALE SALE

FEMALE SALE AT 9 A.M. FEATURES 500 TOP QUALITY PAIRS & BRED FEMALES!

ANGUS • SIMANGUS • CHAROLAIS • RED ANGUS • HEREFORD •  ULTRABLACKANGUS • SIMANGUS • CHAROLAIS • RED ANGUS • HEREFORD •  ULTRABLACK

EARLY CONFIRMED CONSIGNORS INCLUDE:EARLY CONFIRMED CONSIGNORS INCLUDE:

AZEVEDO LIVESTOCKAZEVEDO LIVESTOCK
BIANCHI RANCHESBIANCHI RANCHES

D ANGUSD ANGUS
DEL TORO RED ANGUSDEL TORO RED ANGUS

EAGLE GRIP CATTLE COEAGLE GRIP CATTLE CO
FOUTS ANGUSFOUTS ANGUS

FURTADO ANGUSFURTADO ANGUS

GILLILAND LIVESTOCKGILLILAND LIVESTOCK
GOLD RUSH LIVESTOCKGOLD RUSH LIVESTOCK

HAVE ANGUSHAVE ANGUS
J AND J CATTLEJ AND J CATTLE

MCDOUGALD RANCHMCDOUGALD RANCH
RIVERS RED ANGUSRIVERS RED ANGUS

RIVER BEND MEADOWS RANCHRIVER BEND MEADOWS RANCH
5J ANGUS RANCH5J ANGUS RANCH

SCHMIDT CATTLE COSCHMIDT CATTLE CO
THE SPANISH RANCHTHE SPANISH RANCH

RED RUBY FARMSRED RUBY FARMS
SPLIT CREEK ANGUSSPLIT CREEK ANGUS
STEPASIDE FARM LLCSTEPASIDE FARM LLC
TUMBLEWEED RANCHTUMBLEWEED RANCH

TWIN PINES ANGUSTWIN PINES ANGUS

CALL US TO CONSIGN YOUR 
CATTLE TO UPCOMING WVM EVENTS!

JOIN US SEPT. 10 - OGALLALA, NEJOIN US SEPT. 10 - OGALLALA, NE
OCT. 18 - OCT. 18 - COTTONWOOD, CACOTTONWOOD, CA

DEC. 3 - RENO, NVDEC  3  RENO, NVDEC. 3  RENO, NV

Online Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.comOnline Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.com

209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811  •  WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811  •  WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

than any other water rights 
owner.

“The state of Idaho, the Idaho 
legislature, and Idaho ranchers 
contend the statutes are consti-
tutional,” Nye wrote. “Today, the 
court finds the Idaho parties are 
right about the procedural stat-
utes: they are constitutional.” 

However, the remaining stat-
utes add new restrictions on 
federally owned stockwater 
rights, such as prohibiting 
changes to their purpose or 
place of use, requiring livestock 

ownership and altering who can 
use water tied to federally leased 
land.

The court found that the fed-
eral government was correct in 
that the remaining statutes sin-
gle out the federal government 
and its agencies for disfavored 
treatment, making the statutes 
unconstitutional.

“Placing retroactive appurte-
nancy, type and place of use, 
and livestock ownership condi-
tions on only federally-owned 
water rights inflicts constitu-
tional injury upon the United 
States and its agencies,” Nye 
wrote.

Background
There have been questions 

about the Snake River Basin 
Adjudication and water rights 
on BLM land since the adju-
dication’s establishment in 
1987. The Idaho Legislature 
enacted several statutes be-
tween 2017-22 modifying wa-
ter rights policies that limit 
federal agencies’ abilities to 
acquire and retain water 
rights.

In May 2022, the Idaho De-
partment of Water Resources 
(IDWR) issued orders requir-
ing the U.S. to show why 57 

federally owned stockwater 
rights should not be forfeited. 
A month later, IDWR added 
11 more rights to the list. 

The U.S. then filed suit to 
challenge the constitutional-
ity of the Idaho statutes. After 
back-and-forth motions be-
tween the feds and defen-
dants, oral arguments were 
held in January. 

Nye ultimately ruled to up-
hold the statutes related to 
stockwater forfeiture, but en-
joined the three other statutes 
that he ruled were unconsti-
tutional. — Anna Miller, WLJ 
managing editor

IDAHO SUIT
(from page 1)

Judge rules several statutes are unconstitutional

A state district court judge 
has issued a final order in a 
dispute over Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks’ (FWP) ap-
proach to elk management. 

10th Judicial District Court 
Judge Gregory Todd ruled that 
FWP and the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission have considered 
the concerns of private land-
owners and managed for a 
sustainable elk population. 

The order dispenses with 
the last remaining claim Unit-
ed Property Owners of Mon-
tana (UPOM) raised in a law-
suit it filed against the state in 
2022. UPOM, a membership-
based nonprofit that exists to 
promote its members’ busi-
ness interests, argued that the 
state has violated a 2003 law 

directing FWP to manage elk 
“at or below” the sustainable 
populations established in the 
state’s elk management plan. 

Among other changes, 
UPOM asked the state to “re-
move, harvest or eliminate 
thousands of elk” and design 
and implement an emergen-
cy plan to reduce the “illegal 
overpopulation of elk as soon 
as practicable” to alleviate fi-
nancial hits its membership 
had suffered as a result of elk 
numbers that exceeded popu-
lation targets by as much as 
914%. A coalition of hunting 
and public access groups 
troubled by that request and 
suspicious of UPOM’s motives 
successfully petitioned the 
court to intervene in the law-

suit.
A trio of rulings issued in 

July narrowed the scope of the 
pending trial, and in an order 
issued last month, Todd found 
that UPOM had not sufficient-
ly demonstrated the damages 
its members have suffered. He 
chastised the group for failing 
to provide “a single record of 
damage by elk to a UPOM 
member property,” excepting 
Mark Robbins, who had been 
asked to illuminate the dam-
ages and frustrations experi-
enced by the UPOM member-
ship. 

Rob Farris-Olsen, an attor-
ney representing a coalition of 
hunting and access-oriented 
groups in the lawsuit, said 
UPOM’s refusal to “disclose 
some names and actual inju-
ries” played a significant role 
in the lawsuit’s outcome.

UPOM will appeal the law-

suit to the Montana Supreme 
Court, according to Charles 
Denowh, the group’s policy 
director. UPOM’s appeal will 
likely incorporate some of the 
research it has conducted 
with its membership regard-
ing the elk-related damages 
they’ve suffered, he said.

Denowh added that UP-
OM’s membership includes 
approximately 250 landown-
ers who collectively own 
about 5 million acres of land 
in Montana. Most members 
are concentrated in the cen-
tral and eastern parts of the 
state where limited-entry 
hunting districts have con-
tributed to particularly large 
elk populations, he said.

Denowh said he found it 
“disappointing” that the 
judge engaged little with the 
“argument we made about 
the plain language of the 

law.”
In an emailed statement, 

FWP Director Dustin Temple 
said he is pleased that the 
court has affirmed the state’s 
right and responsibility to 
manage wildlife “for the en-
joyment of everyone in Mon-
tana.” 

“This lawsuit challenged 
the ability of FWP to manage 
wildlife for the public and we 
successfully defended 
against that challenge,” he 
said. 

Jeff Lukas with Montana 
Wildlife Federation (MWF), 
one of the intervening parties, 
said MWF is gearing up for 
UPOM’s appeal to the Mon-
tana Supreme Court and pre-
paring to fend off attempts to 
undermine the North Ameri-
can model of wildlife conser-
vation at the Montana Legis-
lature.

As with other orders, Judge 
Todd’s most recent ruling 
foregrounded programs de-
signed to provide members of 
the hunting public access to 
private land to mitigate wild-
life-related property damage. 

Todd wrote that it is “undis-
puted that access programs 
such as the Block Manage-
ment program, elk hunting 
access agreements and public 
access land agreements were 
created to reduce elk popula-
tions through increased ac-
cess.”

A little over a year after 
UPOM filed its lawsuit, the 
state finalized a new elk man-
agement plan to replace the 
2005 plan it adopted when an 
estimated 100,000 elk lived in 
Montana. A 2022 survey put 
the state’s elk population at 
141,000 animals. —Amanda 
Eggert, Montana Free Press

Montana FWP wins final claim in elk management lawsuit
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H O M E  O F  C H O I C E  S A N D H I L L  H O M E  O F  C H O I C E  S A N D H I L L  &&  W E S T E R N  N E B R A S K A C AT T L E W E S T E R N  N E B R A S K A C AT T L E

LIVESTOCK LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION MARKETAUCTION MARKET OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071

Special  Stocker  &  Feeder  SaleSpecial  Stocker  &  Feeder  Sale

Jay Nordhausen
308-289-1548       

Lance Van Winkle
308-874-4435        

Scott Van Winkle  
308-289-0249

***Many more valued and high-quality consignments can be viewed at www.ogallalalive.com***

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2024

A BAR C RANCH / CHRIS GENTRY (875) (770) Ang & BWF strs, 
750-950#, (105) RWF & WF strs, 800-900#, A&S, NHTC & All Natl 

thru IMI Global.
TWO IRON LLC / WENZEL FAMILY PARTNERSHIP (315) (170) 
Heref Spyd hfrs, 700-875#, (145) Blk & BWF Spyd hfrs, 700-775#

RUSHCREEK LAND & LIVESTOCK (300) Ang hfrs, 675-800#
BRODY & JENNA CLEVELAND (260) Ang & BWF hfrs, 850-925#

JACK HOCKERSMITH (100) Ang & Few Xbred strs, 900-950#

The state of the farm 
economy is pushing key 
members of Congress to 
look at passing an aid 
package for commodity 
farmers because negotia-
tions on a full farm bill are 
stalled. 

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-KS) 
spoke Sept. 16 at the Kan-
sas City Agribusiness 
Council’s Ag Outlook Fo-
rum and suggested law-
makers are looking at 
passing a “mini-extension 
plus,” to help farmers suf-
fering from low prices.  

Moran told more than 
250 people at the forum 
that he has been a critic of 
Senate Agriculture Chair-
woman Debbie Stabenow 
(D-MI) and her handling 
of the farm bill this year. 
But Moran said he had a 
“moment of optimism” 
when he spoke to Stabe-
now recently on the Sen-
ate floor. Moran said Sta-
benow is recognizing the 
financial situation for 
farmers is “dire,” and farm-
ers can’t wait for Congress 
to reach an agreement on 
a five-year farm bill. “We 
cannot afford to wait past 
the end of the year,” Moran 
said.  

Stabenow also recog-
nizes farmers can’t wait 
for another extension of 
the current farm bill. One 
option is adding “some-
thing more” by bolstering 
the commodity safety net 
either in a farm-bill exten-
sion or an appropriations 
bill. 

“The good news to me is 
that Sen. Stabenow is 
working to put together a 
plan to move forward that 
is an extension of some of 
the things in the farm bill, 
but most importantly, 
something that is added to 
provide assistance,” Mo-
ran said. 

Along with potentially 

boosting commodity pro-
grams, Moran said Stabe-
now is looking for a way to 
accelerate payments. 
Right now, payments for 
the Title I Agricultural Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) pro-
grams are always a year 
after harvest. Any ARC or 
PLC payments in October, 
for instance, will be based 
on last year’s harvested 
crop. 

“So, she’s looking for a 
path forward that would 
deliver agricultural aid as-
sistance to farmers in a 
more timely fashion than 
just altering the current 
provisions of Title One,” 
Moran said. 

DTN reached out to Sta-
benow’s office for com-
ment but did not receive 
an immediate response. 

Moran said his visits to 
farmers across Kansas in 
October highlighted some 
of the financial stresses 
producers are facing. The 
impacts are being felt by 
businesses that supply 
farmers as well. 

“They will tell me the 
same thing that I’ve heard 
from other lenders in the 
farm arena, that things are 
challenging,” Moran said. 

Moran also pointed to 
the agricultural trade def-
icit that is looking at $30 
billion this year and $42.5 
billion in fiscal year 2025. 
Moran said there has to be 
a way to revitalize agricul-
tural exports or farmers 
will continue to struggle 
with income. 

“We can produce more 
than we can sell the Unit-
ed States, and we’ve got to 
figure out how to revital-
ize—whatever the next 
administration is—the op-
portunity for agricultural 
exports, or there is going 
to continue to be lack of 
income on the farm,” Mo-

ran said. 
Beyond his conversa-

tions with Stabenow, Mo-
ran said his agricultural 
staff also suggest “this sen-
timent is also developing 
on the House side.” Moran 
said House members he 
has spoken to are either 
looking at a full farm-bill 
extension or a shorter-
term extension along with 
added assistance for com-
modity producers. 

“This may be the oppor-
tunity in which we can 
also make a difference,” 
Moran said. 

The senator also cred-
ited the various farm 
groups who came to 
Washington and lobbied 
lawmakers on the farm 
bill.  

Referencing the elec-
tion, Moran also said, “It’s 
the perfect time to remind 
both Republicans and 
Democrats that agricul-
tural interests have yet to 
cast their votes in Novem-
ber, and movement on a 
farm bill and a commit-
ment to get one done 
might be something that 
would encourage rural 
votes for whoever is the 
candidate running for of-
fice, including members of 
Congress, the House or 
Senate, and the presiden-
tial race.” 

Rep. Tracey Mann (R-
KS-01) also spoke at the 
forum, saying a farm bill 
won’t address the imme-
diate concerns facing pro-
ducers, but it will provide 
stability going forward. 

“If we were to pass a 
five-year farm bill today, 
it’s not going to solve the 
cash-flow issues for ag 
producers, but at least for 
them and their lenders, it 
would lock in some cer-
tainty,” Mann said. — 
Chris Clayton, DTN ag 
policy editor

Lawmakers explore temporary 
fix as farm bill negotiations stall 
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Wagyu cattle breeders at 
Washington State University 
(WSU) reached a milestone 
this summer, confirming their 
first homozygous polled heif-
er—a young cow that has in-
herited genes from both par-
ents that prevent her from 
growing horns.

For animal safety reasons, 
cattle raisers typically de-horn 
bovines manually, a process 
that’s expensive for the farmer 
and uncomfortable for the calf. 
By inheriting hornless genes 
from her sire and dam, the 
purebred heifer named WSU 
Miss L120 will pass on the trait 
to all offspring.

“She’s a great addition to our 
herd,” said Bailey Graham, as-
sistant manager at the WSU 
Beef Operations Center. “She 
brings a great trait that can re-
ally help with animal care and 
welfare.”

Scientists in WSU’s Depart-
ment of Animal Sciences have 
studied and bred Wagyu cattle, 
renowned for exceptional beef 
marbling and tenderness, for 
more than 30 years. Efforts to 
breed a homozygous polled 
animal began in 2018, and 
DNA analysis by the American 
Wagyu Association confirmed 

the success earlier this sum-
mer.

To get a homozygous ani-
mal, scientists first bred het-
erozygous cattle—bulls and 
cows that inherited hornless 
genes from one parent. Genes 
for hornlessness are domi-
nant. If an animal inherits the 
gene from one parent, it will be 
hornless but may pass on 
genes that turn on horns to 
offspring. With a homozygous 
polled animal, the hornless 
genes are locked in: no off-
spring will grow horns.

In the wild or out on the 
range, horns are a useful de-
fense. But in close quarters, 
horns can be problematic. 
Horned cattle can get caught 
on pens and rails, and may 
accidentally injure themselves, 
other animals or their han-
dlers. Life without horns is 
easier and safer.

The WSU team credited 
WSU professor emeritus and 
Bar R Cattle Company owner 
Jerry Reeves for his support of 
the breeding program. One of 
the first ranchers to raise Wa-
gyu cattle in the U.S., Reeves 
helped start WSU’s Wagyu 
herd in the 1990s. For more 
than a decade, he has donated 

bull semen with desired genet-
ics to improve the WSU herd. 

Miss L120’s sire, Reeves’ 
own Bar R G4 ET, is a top-rated 
U.S. bull for marbling. Her 
mother cow also had great 
performance traits, and odds 
are good that L120 will have 
offspring with very well-mar-
bled beef, an important goal in 
Wagyu breeding.

Handlers have also noticed 
her gentle demeanor; she is 
the granddaughter of one of 
the gentlest cows known in the 
WSU herd. Docile and calm, 
Miss L120 is predicted to be-
come a great mother to future 
calves.

“We expect her to thrive and 
become a mainstay in the WSU 
herd for years to come,” said 
Brent McCann, former Beef 
Center operations manager, 
who led the breeding project.

Animal scientists are always 
working to improve the WSU 
cattle herd, which includes 40 
Wagyu animals and more than 
100 Angus and Angus-Here-
ford crosses. 

“A major concept is breed-
ing animals that fit our re-
sources,” said McCann.

That means seeking smaller, 
sounder animals that are 

thriftier to feed, easy to handle, 
and have good maternal qual-
ities.

Breeding better livestock 
aids the beef program in its 
mission of teaching, research, 
and service to producers. The 
Beef Center is a testing ground 
for animal science research, 
and WSU students are in-
volved in all aspects of breed-
ing and care, from feeding and 
cleaning to performing vacci-
nations and tracking animal 
health and condition.

The heifer’s name is really a 
designation: WSU is her ranch, 
the letter L indicates she was 
born in 2023, and 120 means 
she was the 120th beef calf 
born that year.

Miss L120 is officially the 
first of several similar animals 
in the WSU herd. Genetic test-
ing is expected to confirm ad-
ditional heifers born in 2023 
and 2024 that carry the homo-
zygous polled genes. These 
strides help keep WSU in step 
with the broader cattle-raising 
industry. “It’s a good accom-
plishment,” Reeves said. 
“There aren’t many homozy-
gous polled Wagyu around. 
They’re hard to find.”—WSU 
Extension

WSU announces first dual-inheritance hornless heifer
CO to receive more wolves from Canada

Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) secured a deal with 
the B.C. Ministry of Water, Lands and Resource Steward-
ship for the Canadian province to provide an additional 
15 wolves to the state. The wolves will be captured and 
translocated between December and March 2024. The 
Colorado wildlife agency plans to release 10-15 wolves on 
the Western Slope over the course of three to five years, 
with this year being the second. The announcement 
comes following the relocation of the Copper Creek wolf 
pack after continued livestock depredations. “We learned 
a great deal from last year’s successful capture and trans-
port efforts and will apply those lessons this year as we 
work to establish a self-sustaining wolf population in 
Colorado,” said CPW Wolf Conservation Program Man-
ager Eric Odell. CPW also recently announced the Non-
lethal Wolf Conflict Reduction Grant Program, which al-
lows eligible organizations to apply for funds to coordinate 
with producers to implement non-lethal conflict reduc-
tion measures. To apply, visit tinyurl.com/4469vssu.

Greens ask banks not to finance livestock
More than 100 environmental organizations penned 

an open letter to JPMorgan Chase, Citigroup and other 
private banks, calling on them to stop financing meat and 
dairy companies. “This funding accelerates climate 
change, drives catastrophic biodiversity loss, exacerbates 
food insecurity and damages animal welfare and human 
rights,” the groups wrote. The letter continues that global 
private banks should halt all new financing that allows for 
livestock production expansion, require all clients to 
disclose climate targets and action plans, and address 
“additional social and environmental harms from indus-
trial livestock production.” The letter concludes: “Halting 
bank financing of industrial livestock production would 
immediately and significantly improve banks’ emissions 
equation, demonstrate a commitment to addressing cli-
mate and nature-related impacts and deliver benefits to 
the planet, people and the banks.” The letter is signed by 
105 organizations, including Center for Biological Diver-
sity, Earth Guardians, Family Farm Defenders, Friends of 
the Earth, Humane Society International and others.

Sage grouse to receive $7M in funding
A settlement between environmental groups and min-

ing company P4 will dedicate millions of dollars to sage 
grouse and other wildlife conservation. Under the agree-
ment, the company, which is a subsidiary of Bayer AG, 
will contribute more than $5 million to a trust fund for 
sage grouse habitat restoration and conservation, more 
than $2.4 million to buy land for wildlife habitat connectiv-
ity and $300,000 for sage grouse population surveys. The 
company also agreed to operational restrictions of its 
Caldwell Canyon phosphate mine in southeast Idaho to 
minimize sage grouse impacts.

Ag groups comment on P&S Act rule
The comment period for USDA’s latest proposed rule 

for the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act closed Sept. 11. 
Ag groups submitted a range of comments on the rule, 
which defines unfair practices under the act. “Changing 
the harm to competition standard requires congressional 
action and that fact is highlighted by the Supreme Court’s 
decision in West Virginia v. EPA,” said Mark Dopp, chief 
operating officer and general counsel of the Meat Institute. 
“In addition, the proposal includes standards so vague 
that, if adopted, it would be impossible for a regulated 
entity to know how to comply.” Ranchers-Cattlemen Ac-
tion Legal Fund, USA wrote that while the group agrees 
with the Agricultural Marketing Service’s interpretation 
of the scope of the P&S Act, additional clarity is needed.

USDA invests $17M into animal health
USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

(NIFA) announced a $17.6 million investment into re-
search to protect the health and welfare of agricultural 
animals. “Protecting the health and welfare of agricul-
tural animals is integral to ensuring a safe, sustainable, 
resilient and ethically-sound food system,” said NIFA 
Director Dr. Manjit Misra. Projects include research into 
highly pathogenic avian influenza and African swine fever. 
A total of $12.7 million will go to 27 projects funded 
through NIFA’s Agriculture and Food Research Initiative’s 
Diseases of Agricultural Animals program, while the re-
maining $4.8 million will go to 10 projects in the Welfare 
of Agricultural Animals program.

Greens oppose ESA amendments bill
More than 80 environmental groups called on Congress 

to oppose the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Amend-
ments Act of 2024, which would reform the ESA. “The ESA 
is one of the most effective laws ever created to ensure that 
we don’t lose the precious biodiversity that we depend on 
for our survival as a species,” said Josh Osher, public pol-
icy director for Western Watersheds Project. The bill in-
centivizes wildlife conservation on private lands, blocks 
critical habitat designations on private lands, empowers 
states to manage species recovery, removes judicial review 
for species removal and increases recovery transparency.

Legal LedgerLegal Ledger
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At the Public Lands Coun-
cil (PLC) Annual Meeting in 
mid-September, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) 
announced winners of the 
2024 Rangeland Steward-
ship and Rangeland Innova-
tion awards to recognize 
exemplary management 
and outstanding accom-
plishments in restoring and 
maintaining the health of 
public rangelands. 

PLC and BLM have part-
nered for 19 years to honor 
BLM livestock grazing per-
mittees and lessees who 
demonstrate exceptional 
management, collaboration 
and communication that re-
stores, conserves or enhanc-
es our public lands and rec-
ognize their accomplish-
ments at a gathering of their 
peers. 

“Federal lands ranchers 
represent the most efficient 
and most cost-effective way 

to maintain western range-
land, while still producing a 
wholesome product for con-
sumers. Grazing permittees 
partner with BLM to protect 
and build vital wildlife habi-
tat, improve native plant life, 
while reducing invasive 
grasses, and helping to pre-
vent catastrophic wildfires,” 
said PLC President Mark 
Roeber. 

“The addition this year of 
the Rangeland Innovation 
awards builds on this legacy 
by encouraging new grazing 
methods and technologies 
on public lands necessary for 
adapting to the challenges of 
a changing climate,” said 
BLM Director Tracy Stone-
Manning.

The Rangeland Steward-
ship awards recognize the 
demonstrated use of benefi-
cial management practices 
to restore, protect or en-
hance rangeland resources 

while working with the BLM 
and other partners. 

• The 2024 Rangeland 
Stewardship Award - Permit-
tee Category winner is the 
Fitzgerald family of Fitzger-
ald Ranch, Inc. of Plush, OR, 
nominated by the Lakeview 
Field Office, BLM Oregon/
Washington. 

This fifth-generation 
ranch in rural southern Or-
egon was one of 11 opera-
tions selected as a demon-
stration project in 2018 for 
the BLM’s outcome-based 
grazing initiative and the first 
to implement outcome-
based terms and conditions 
on the landscape. 

The Fitzgeralds’ goal has 
been to improve the eco-
logical condition of these 
allotments to continue oper-
ating a viable economic 
ranch operation for future 
generations. They continue 
to work with local BLM per-

sonnel and partners to tell 
their story and promote the 
knowledge gained from their 
participation in the out-
come-based grazing initia-
tive. 

• The 2024 Rangeland 
Stewardship Award - Col-
laborative Team Category 
winner is Ranchers Steward-
ship Alliance (RSA) of Malta, 
MT, nominated by the Malta 
and Glasgow field offices, 
BLM Montana/Dakotas. 

RSA has been working 
with the BLM since 2017 on 
conservation projects and 
recently hosted a restoration 
landscape coordinator to as-
sist BLM in restoration and 
conservation activities in the 
Hi-Line Sagebrush Anchor 
Restoration Landscape in 
northeastern Montana. 

Through building connec-
tions, relationships and trust 
between conservation orga-
nizations and the local 

ranching community, RSA 
has brought around 120 local 
ranchers to discuss conser-
vation issues and implement 
projects across the region. 

RSA acts as an information 
hub using their strong rela-
tionships with more than 27 
federal, state and non-gov-
ernment organizations, to 
connect and partner with 
interested landowners to 
help achieve conservation 
and restoration goals holisti-
cally across public and pri-
vate lands. 

The Rangeland Innova-
tion awards recognize out-
standing examples of dem-
onstrated creativity, willing-
ness to embrace change, 
and/or a modified perspec-
tive or approach to persistent 
rangeland stewardship chal-
lenges in addition to the ac-
complishments meriting the 
Rangeland Stewardship 
Award.

• The 2024 Rangeland In-
novation Award - Permittee 
Category winner are the 
families of Niels and John 

Hansen of PH Livestock in 
Rawlins, WY, nominated by 
the Rawlins Field Office, 
BLM Wyoming. 

PH Livestock has assisted 
in monitoring their allot-
ments for over 25 years and 
was another of the initial 11 
operations chosen for the 
outcome-based grazing ini-
tiative demonstration proj-
ects. They’ve found the as-
sociated flexibility has great-
ly enhanced livestock man-
agement and improvement 
opportunities. Several range 
improvements have been 
completed to support the 
use of grazing flexibilities, 
and several more are identi-
fied for future projects. 

PH Livestock thrives on 
innovative efforts to improve 
rangeland management and 
efficiency. They monitor wa-
ter levels remotely using 
linked game cameras, well 
pump generators with tim-
ers to provide reliable water 
and drones to locate cattle 
and check fences, gates and 
trough water levels. — PLC

BLM announces public lands stewardship award winners

Wolves would remain ‘sensitive’ for five years

the ESA is to recover endan-
gered and threated species 
to the point where they are 
not in danger in extinction, 
or whether the ESA requires 
a species be restored to its 
historical range before del-
isting.

“The ESA is clear: its goal 
is to prevent extinction, not 
to restore species to their 
pre-western settlement 
numbers and range,” 
USFWS contended. “Only 
species that are in danger of 
extinction or likely to 
become endangered in the 
foreseeable future may be 
listed and protected under 
the ESA.”

The agency said it has be-
gun a nationwide conversa-
tion to encourage wolf con-
servation after delisting, but 
Congress has not authorized 
the government to keep us-
ing the protections of the 
ESA once a species is no 
longer considered at risk.

USFWS defense 
“The district court mis-

understood the ESA’s clear 
mandate and compound-
ed that error by imposing 
its own views of the sci-
ence,” USFWS said. “Its 
decision invalidating the 
rule should be reversed.”

USFWS analyzed gray 
wolf populations in three 
separate configurations 
and found none of the con-
figurations warranted list-
ing wolves as endangered 
or threatened. The agency 
said the gray wolf is one of 
the ESA’s biggest success 
stories and wolves thrive in 
two large,  expanding 
metapopulations that 
number close to 5,000 
wolves. The wolves were 
also found to interconnect 
with about 15,000 wolves 
in Canada. 

Additionally, the agency 
argued that the court erred 
in its finding that USFWS 
failed to consider threats to 
wolves in regions where 
wolves are no longer pres-
ent. The agency contended 
that it was illogical to re-
quire a direct analysis of 

the threats wolves might 
pose to humans in areas 
where wolves do not cur-
rently exist.

USFWS said the district 
court also incorrectly 
weighed threats to indi-
vidual wolves instead of 
emphasizing the agency’s 
analysis of the overall spe-
cies.

“Putting a spotlight on 
the most vulnerable indi-
viduals of a species will 
always lead to the conclu-
sion that those individuals 
are at risk,” USFWS wrote. 
“But that does not mean 
that every species is in 
danger  of  ext inction 
throughout all or a signifi-
cant portion of its range 
now or into the foreseeable 
future.”

If the gray wolf was to be 
delisted, the species would 
still be considered “sensi-
tive” for a minimum of five 
years and remain under 
federal regulations. 

Greens’ reactions
Environmental groups 

disagreed with the admin-
istration’s request to delist 
wolves. 

“Wolves have made 
monumental progress to-
ward recovery but have yet 
to re-establish sustainable 
populations in much of the 
available habitat across the 
Lower 48,” said Ellen Rich-
mond, senior attorney at 
Defenders of Wildlife. 
“Delisting at this time 
would set us on a back-
ward trajectory, imperiling 
the species before it’s 
made a full recovery.”  

The Endangered Species 
Coalition called the appeal 
“bewildering” and said the 
interpretation of the ESA 
would halt wolf recovery.

“The Service announced 
in February that they 
would do a first-ever recov-
ery plan, as part of a settle-
ment agreement for a sep-
arate court case,” the group 
said. “If the government is 
successful in reinstating 
the Trump delisting rule, it 
is possible that the USFWS 
would abandon those ef-
forts.” — Anna Miller, WLJ 
managing editor

WOLF
(from page 1)
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Cattle feeders have dealt 
with bovine respiratory dis-
ease (BRD) for decades. 
Heightened through the 
stress brought on by trans-
porting and co-mingling 
cattle, BRD has proven to be 
the costliest affliction within 
fed cattle production.

Lilli Heinen, a Kansas State 
(K-State) University graduate 
student with the Beef Cattle 
Institute (BCI), said that with 
the cattle industry a long way 
from an outright cure and 
prevention method, predic-
tive models crafted through 
machine learning may soon 
become a mainstream op-
tion for mitigating the effects 
of BRD.

Machine learning is a form 
of artificial intelligence in 
which machines—in this 
case, computers—learn and 
improve from data fed into 
the system.

“The main objective of my 
doctorate program is to get a 
better idea of how producers 
can use machine learning 
and predictive devices with 
feedlot datasets, which can 
be diverse and messy,” she 

said. 
Other areas of agricul-

ture—like crop production—
have been using machine 
learning for things such as 
yield prediction for a while. 
Last year, Heinen and the 
BCI set out to learn whether 
the same concept applies to 
determining the outcomes 
for feedlot cattle treated for 
BRD.

“We used the program Mi-
crosoft Azure and data col-
lected by feedyards at differ-
ent processing times to de-
velop five algorithms to dis-
cover BRD treatment results 
for individual cattle.

“Our research evaluation 
compared all five of them 
against each other,” she said. 
“We took the true outcomes 
for those cattle, and then set 
those side by side with what 
the models said would hap-
pen, and then calculated the 
accuracy of each of them.” 

Heinen said the technol-
ogy shows promise but re-
quires improvement before 
real-world application. 

“We found that these mod-
els performed with moderate 

accuracy,” she said. “Gener-
ally, more cattle live than die 
from BRD, so it forecasts the 
animals that will not die with 
higher exactness. We wanted 
to find ways to improve its 
ability to anticipate the ani-
mals that will perish.” 

One factor that Heinen 
and researchers modified to 
improve precision includes 
creating models for individ-
ual feedyards. 

“Originally, we had used 
one big dataset from multiple 
locations for one algorithm,” 
she said. “We eventually split 
that data up and made the 
models specific to each feed-
yard, which allowed them to 
make more accurate projec-
tions.” 

When ready for use, pre-
dictive tools formed through 
machine learning may lessen 
the feedlot labor shortage 
while increasing production 
efficiency, according to 
Heinen. 

“I am not saying that com-
puters can replace a human 
decision, yet we do not have 
the needed number of peo-
ple in feedyards to make 

treatment decisions all the 
time,” she said. “Right now, 
many feedyards are strug-
gling to keep cattle fed. 

“If we could apply these 
instruments in a manner that 
would delegate decisions out 
of human hands, operators 
may use their time and labor 
resources elsewhere, where 
it might be more beneficial 
having a person make deci-
sions.”

Heinen’s most current re-
search regarding machine 
learning involves building 
models for groups of cattle—
rather than individuals—to 
detect morbidity rate and 
limit antibiotic use. 

“Depending on their mor-
bidity rate (how many ani-
mals are sick within a group), 
these tools may help decide 
whether cattle should receive 
metaphylaxis, which is the 
administration of an antibi-
otic to every single animal in 
the group,” she said. “Hope-
fully, (machine learning 
tools) can help us lower the 
use of antibiotics and resis-
tance to them.” — K-State 
Research and Extension

Machine learning’s role in predicting BRD outcomes
Brucellosis detected in WY herd

Routine brucellosis surveillance has identified an af-
fected cattle herd in Park County, WY. The Wyoming State 
Veterinary Laboratory confirmed the results, which the 
National Veterinary Services Laboratory later validated. The 
herd is now quarantined, with serial testing required for 
quarantine release. Testing efforts involve herd owners, 
veterinarians, the Wyoming Livestock Board (WYLB) and 
USDA personnel. Brucellosis cases are not uncommon in 
Wyoming’s Designated Surveillance Area (DSA), where 
wildlife occasionally transmit the disease to cattle. Surveil-
lance includes mandatory testing before cattle leave the 
DSA or are transferred to new owners. WYLB will host two 
information meetings on Sept. 24 at the Park County Library 
in Cody and Oct. 3 at the Afton Civic Center in Afton.

Weak La Niña expected to emerge soon
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center forecasts a 71% chance 

that La Niña could form between September and November, 
lasting through the winter months. Although a La Niña 
watch remains in effect, forecasters describe this upcoming 
La Niña as “weak and short.” This suggests a lower likelihood 
of typical winter impacts, though some signals may still 
influence the forecast. La Niña often brings a warmer, drier 
winter to the South, colder conditions to the northern Plains 
and a wetter winter in the Pacific Northwest. 

First human bird flu case found in MO
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

confirmed Missouri’s first human case of avian influenza A 
(H5), which was detected through the state’s surveillance 
program. The patient, an adult with underlying medical 
conditions, had no contact with animals and was hospital-
ized on Aug. 22 and later discharged after recovery. The 
Missouri State Public Health Laboratory identified the H5 
subtype, commonly known as bird flu, which the CDC 
confirmed. Despite this case, the risk of sustained transmis-
sion to the general public remains low, and further virus 
characterization is underway, the agency said.

Boar’s Head closing plant over outbreak
Boar’s Head announced the indefinite closure of its Jarratt, 

VA, plant, which was linked to the ongoing listeria outbreak. 
An investigation into the company identified the root cause 
of the contamination as a specific production process 
unique to the Jarratt facility, used exclusively for liverwurst. 
As a result, Boar’s Head has decided to discontinue liver-
wurst production permanently. “This is a dark moment in 
our company’s history, but we intend to use this as an op-
portunity to enhance food safety programs not just for our 
company but for the entire industry,” Boar’s Head said. A 
lawsuit against Boar’s Head seeks $48 million in damages 
after a man fell severely ill after consuming their products. 
Additionally, a separate class action suit alleges deceptive 
labeling and marketing practices, while another lawsuit 
involves a Missouri couple claiming the deli meats caused 
severe illness.

Brazilian processors to pay for reforestation
A judge in Brazil has ordered two beef processors and 

three cattle ranchers to pay $764,000 for environmental 
damage caused by purchasing cattle from a protected for-
mer rainforest area in the Amazon. The processing compa-
nies, Distriboi and Frigon, were found guilty of buying 
cattle raised illegally in Jaci-Parana, a once-forested area 
now largely converted to pasture. Jaci-Parana is one of the 
most devastated conservation areas in the Brazilian Ama-
zon, The Associated Press said. The parties charged also 
include JBS SA, and the court has yet to decide on cases 
involving the company. 

Cattle die in TX truck accident
A trailer carrying 83 head of cattle overturned Sept. 16 on 

the Baird Farm Road overpass over Interstate 30 in Arlington, 
TX, resulting in the deaths of at least 40 head, according to 
local news outlet WFAA. The accident occurred when the 
driver misjudged the turn space, which caused the trailer 
to tip over. Arlington police and fire departments closed 
Baird Farm Road for the investigation and recovery efforts. 
By morning, the trailer was removed, and some cattle were 
transferred to smaller trailers, though one animal was struck 
by another vehicle.

BLM grants for drought resilience
The Foundation for America’s Public Lands, the congres-

sionally chartered charitable partner of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), has introduced the Drought Resilience 
Fund. This grant program aims to support local partnerships 
with the BLM in addressing severe drought issues affecting 
public lands and western communities. The fund will begin 
by investing $2.4 million into two initial projects in the 
Colorado River Basin. The Eagle County Conservation 
District will receive $994,437 over three years to implement 
virtual fencing for cattle grazing on BLM lands in Colorado. 
The project aims to enhance range restoration and intro-
duce virtual fencing and rotational grazing to Bocco Moun-
tain, where cattle have not grazed for over 30 years due to 
inadequate fencing. Additionally, $1.5 million will be allo-
cated to the city of Sierra Vista, Friends of the San Pedro 
River and the Borderland Restoration Network to restore 
the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area.

SSTORY TORY SSHORTSHORTS
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“The (SWRCB) has not 
shown what specific, identifi-
able harm will occur if (Tule 
Lake Subbasin) extractors do 
not comply with installation 
meters that are double cali-
brated and reporting require-
ments that won’t start until 
December 1, 2024,” Cuiffini 
wrote. 

“(SWRCB) fails to allege 
what extraction data they cur-
rently have, what extraction 
data is missing, its impor-
tance and what extraction 
data will be gained by the 
metering and calibration re-
quirements as well as its im-
portance. They do not allege 
whether this will cause wells 
to go dry, land subsidence to 
occur or get worse.”

SWRCB spokesperson Ed-
ward Ortiz said the agency 
disagreed with the ruling. 

“The state water board be-
lieves that SGMA is clear and 
that the board has the author-
ity it needs to implement 
SGMA, as it has in the Tulare 
Lake subbasin, to protect vital 
groundwater supplies,” Ortiz 
said. “We are considering fur-
ther legal options to uphold 
the board’s oversight of criti-
cally overdrafted basins.”

According to SJV Water, 
other water managers in the 
San Joaquin Valley are paying 
attention to the hearing as 
they face probationary hear-
ings. The neighboring Tule 
subbasin had its hearing be-
fore the water board on Sept. 
17. SJV Water reported board 
members voted to place the 
subbasin on probation based 

on a report that showed sub-
sidence (land sinking) con-
tinues to occur in the region, 
causing damage to the Friant-
Kern Canal.

The water board voted to 
adopt a path for water 
agencies complying with the 
SGMA, allowing them to 
leave probation under the 
“good actor” clause. 

Despite acknowledging the 
region’s urgent water issues, 
the board exempted the 
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation 
District and Kern-Tulare 
Water District groundwater 
sustainability agencies 
(GSAs) from pumping 
reporting requirements and 
fees. Additionally, they left the 
possibility open for the Lower 
Tule River and Pixley 
Irrigation District GSAs to 
receive similar exemptions 

within 60 days.
The Kaweah subbasin’s 

hearing is set for Jan. 7, 2025, 
followed by the Kern subba-
sin on Feb. 20. The Delta-
Mendota and Chowchilla 
subbasins will face probation 
hearings later in 2025.

Eric Limas, general man-
ager of the Lower Tule River 
and Pixley Irrigation District 
GSAs in the Tule subbasin, 
expressed optimism follow-
ing the ruling, saying it would 
“at least provide some clarity.”

All requirements are now 
paused under the injunction 
until the trial concludes, with 
the next hearing scheduled 
for January. According to 
SWRCB, groundwater extrac-
tors are responsible for stay-
ing informed about the regu-
lations affecting their opera-
tions and should regularly 

check tinyurl.com/4pmtppzd 
for updates. — Charles Wal-

lace, WLJ contributing edi-
torGROUNDWATER

(from page 1)

Next California water hearing set for January

Lewistown Livestock AuctionLewistown Livestock Auction

Serving central Montana since 1951Serving central Montana since 1951
with regular Tuesday cattle sales.  with regular Tuesday cattle sales.  

www.LewistownLivestock.com

Office: 406-535-3535 • 83 Stockyard Lane, Lewistown, MT
Kyle & Jodie Shobe, Owners/ManagersKyle & Jodie Shobe, Owners/Managers

Kyle:406-366-0472 - kyle@lewistownlivestock.comKyle:406-366-0472 - kyle@lewistownlivestock.com
Joel Sewell, Field Rep.: 406-788-9396 - joel@lewistownlivestock.comJoel Sewell, Field Rep.: 406-788-9396 - joel@lewistownlivestock.com

Superior is the largest cattle marketing network in 
North America; marketing nearly two million head 
of cattle annually. Sellers have the opportunity to 
market cattle to a nationwide base of over 8,000 active 
buyers. The success and growth of Superior Livestock 
Auction is the result of its reputation for honesty and 
integrity, not unlike ours here at LLA.  

Call Joel or Kyle to visit about becoming a Superior customer!

Preparing calves for the auction
When preparing young 

calves for sale day, moving 
them in a hurry and not fol-
lowing health protocols can 
not only be stressful, but it can 
also result in lost income due 
to lower sale weights, accord-
ing to the experts at Kansas 
State (K-State) University’s 
Beef Cattle Institute.

Speaking on a recent “Cattle 
Chat” podcast, the experts 
agreed that with proper plan-
ning, young calves can make 
this transition with minimal 
stress.

K-State agricultural econo-
mist Dustin Pendell said pro-
ducers first need to decide 
how they want to market the 
calves.

“Look at the marketing op-
tions to see if there is a certain 
program that matches with 
your management system, 
and then follow the protocols 
of that program,” Pendell said. 
Examples he gave were pre-
conditioning and vaccination 
programs.

K-State veterinarian Bob 
Larson added that a lot of spe-
cial calf sales will have vacci-
nation requirements for not 
only the type of vaccine to give, 
but also guidelines for when 
the vaccinations must be ad-
ministered.

“Vaccines work best when 
they are delivered at a time 
when the calf isn’t particularly 
stressed, so if we can vaccinate 
them and then turn them back 
with their mothers, they are 
likely to respond well,” Larson 
said. “Also, these vaccines 
need time, so if they are ad-
ministered the day before we 
co-mingle them it doesn’t pro-
vide much of a benefit.”

Along with making sure the 
calves are properly vaccinat-
ed, the experts say it is impor-
tant to minimize the amount 
of weight lost between the 
ranch and the auction market.

“The main thing we are 
concerned about is the 
amount of shrink the calves 

experience, so if you are pull-
ing them away from their 
mothers the morning they go 
to the sale, be sure to follow 
low-stress handling tech-
niques to reduce the amount 
they will defecate and urinate 
tied to stress,” Lancaster said.

Some producers will follow 
a preconditioning protocol 
that involves weaning the 
calves and exposing them to a 
feed bunk and other water 
sources, Lancaster said. “The 
preconditioning diet should 
have about 30% forage, and 
then the morning you take 
them to the sale barn just hold 
them off of feed.”

Along with giving the calves 
time to adjust to a new diet, 
K-State veterinarian Brian 
Lubbers said there is a benefit 
to exposing them to close con-
tact with people and machin-
ery. 

“Calves that are used to see-
ing humans and farm equip-
ment will make the transition 
to the feeding phase of pro-
duction go smoother, allowing 
your calves to perform better 
and build your reputation of 
selling high-quality calves,” 
Lubbers said. 

Also, when you are taking 
the calves to an auction, Pen-
dell suggested letting people 
know. 

“Let your customers know 
when you are taking the calves 
to market through the com-
munity and social media 
channels,” Pendell said. 

And the last tip they offered 
was to make sure the person 
driving them to the auction is 
a cautious driver. 

“Research has shown that 
the driver matters—how they 
approach corners and stop 
signs is important,” Larson 
said. “Remember when you 
are delivering your calves, 
which is your paycheck, it is 
important that they arrive in 
the best possible shape.” — K-
State Research and Exten-
sion

  
ALL-BREED BULL SALEALL-BREED BULL SALE    

• Angus  • Simmental   • Angus  • Simmental   
• Charolais • Herefords  • Charolais • Herefords  
• Red Angus • Brangus• Red Angus • Brangus
• SimAngus • Ultrablacks• SimAngus • Ultrablacks    
  

 featuring  
SALE DAY SCHEDULESALE DAY SCHEDULE

ANNUAL BRED ANNUAL BRED 
COW SALE COW SALE >> 10 A.M. 10 A.M.

TRITRI--TIP LUNCH TIP LUNCH >> 12 P.M. 12 P.M.

ALLALL--BREEDS BREEDS 
BULL SALE BULL SALE >> 1 P.M. 1 P.M.

DWIGHT MEBANEDWIGHT MEBANE ....... ....... 661 979661 979--98929892
JUSTIN MEBANEJUSTIN MEBANE ......... ......... 661 979661 979--98949894

Western stockman’s marketWestern stockman’s market
31911 Highway 46, m31911 Highway 46, mccfarland, californiafarland, california
661661--399399--2981 • www.westernstockmansmarket.com2981 • www.westernstockmansmarket.com

Your Southwest Livestock Market LeaderYour Southwest Livestock Market Leader

Frank MachadoFrank Machado ..... ..... 805 839805 839--81668166
Bennet mebaneBennet mebane.............. 661661 201 201--81698169

Western stockman’s market
YOUR nhtc approved marketing location

STOCKER & FEEDER SALES EVERY MONDAYSTOCKER & FEEDER SALES EVERY MONDAY
Featuring Large Runs Calves and Yearlings from Local and West Coast RanchesFeaturing Large Runs Calves and Yearlings from Local and West Coast Ranches

THD
©

FAMOSO INVITATIONAL SHOWCASE HORSE SALEFAMOSO INVITATIONAL SHOWCASE HORSE SALE
Friday, October 18: Preview at 4 p.m. • Sale at 6 p.m.Friday, October 18: Preview at 4 p.m. • Sale at 6 p.m.

>> 150 Fall-Calving Angus Cows Bred to Black Bulls 150 Fall-Calving Angus Cows Bred to Black Bulls
>>  30 Young, Black Cow-Calf Pairs 30 Young, Black Cow-Calf Pairs 

5959TH TH FAMOSO ALLFAMOSO ALL--BREEDS BULL & FEMALE SALEBREEDS BULL & FEMALE SALE
150 B150 BUULLS LLS plus 250 FEMALES250 FEMALES

saturday, October 19saturday, October 19
WESTERN STOCKMAN'S MARKETWESTERN STOCKMAN'S MARKET

ANNUAL FEMALE ANNUAL FEMALE 
SALE EARLY LOTSSALE EARLY LOTS

 
FAMOSO

20241965

59

(Send calendar of  events 
information to editorial@wlj.net.)
Sept. 17-19 – Registration is now 
open for the Public Lands 

Council’s 56th Annual Meeting 
that will be held in Grand Junction, 
C O .  D e t a i l s :  t i n y u r l .
com/2car3wwv.

CCOMING OMING EEVENTSVENTS
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MARKET SITUATION REPORTMARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

CANADACANADA
September 18

159
331-363 330-364.50 296-364 168-194

Lethbridge, Alberta 346-374 329-365 328-358 295-335 200-216.50

September 13 12,362 350-410 275-340 270-295 242-280 225-262.50 215-236.50 111-152 1,150-3,300
Alabama 270-310 260-300 225-270 215-245 200-235 187-217 205-210 130-175 1,000-,2350
September 16 1,481 270-337.50* 276-327.50* 257.50-297.50* 255-285* 230-250* 220-241.75* 229* 108-145 1,325-2,150
Lexington, KY 247.50* 230-255* 233-260* 230-255* 200-245.50* 209-232.75* 140-213* 115-184 1,000-2,200
September 16 8,310 335 275-327 270-295 255-279 239-264 221.25-249
Joplin, MO 277-302 270-299 241-287 236-259 226-236 209-225.75
September 16 11,638 245-330 245-325 225-302.50 213-292.50 210-270 192-245 165-228.50 108-153 1,125-2,750
Tennessee 205-315 200-290 200-275 195-260 185-245 170-217.50 257-212 125-178 900-2,350
September 16 4,537 265-320 240-297 239-292 195-269 165-250 160-242
Virginia 235-247.50 242.50-268 202.50-254.50 190-240 195-232 177-230 158-185

EA
ST

EA
ST

September 13 992 318.50-330 300.50-350 268-306.50 255.50-289.50 227.50-240 120-137 1,375-2,500
Willcox, AZ 302-320 284-301 251.50-270 224-243.50 214.50-224 142-168 1,575-1,900
September 16 4,982 343-372 284-334 265-288 251.50-277 234-253 167.50-245 77.50-166 1,225-3,300
Colorado 281 302.50-327.50 255-292.50 240-257 233-253.50 223-231 184-226.50 111-185 1,260-2,350
September 11 2,374 301-327 285-334 265-287 257-277 234-253 210-245 118-134
La Junta, CO 271-313 253-286 234-256 231-253 218-233 218-223 142-161 1,410-2,025
No report available
Loma, CO
September 18 1,916 350-380 301-353 270-302.50 255-269 248 237.75-250 106-139 2,525-2,700
Dodge City, KS 312-335 261-301 243-283 238.50-273 228-243 221.50-225 132.50-163.50 1,875-2,700
September 12 1,477 375 294 254 245-257.50 235-252 215-237 116.50-144.50
Pratt, KS 315 280-309 240-263 231.50-252.85 205.50-240.75 195-233.50 130-170 1,775-1,800
September 12 3,163 339-377.50 303-347 278-310 258.50-279 246-264.50 224-249
Salina, KS 301-357 270-295 257-280 244-265 231-244.50 225-236
September 12 3,681 385 288-348 282-336 246-292 222-253.50 224-245 162-230 117.50-129.50 1,525-2,050
Clovis, NM 312-322 286-300 250-325 224-256 213-236 204-243 197-231 95-169 760-1,725
September 17 3,000 279-315 242.50-282 243-265 245-247
El Reno, OK 265-300 224-260 220-255 225
September 17 1,205 285-333 265-310 238-270 235-253 211-232 183-208 108-133
McAlester, OK 304-320 253-298 228-255 230-247 218-243 168-185 125-155 1,300-2,275
September 17 6,742 314-330 289-327 261-299 246.50-283 241-258 210-246.50
Oklahoma City, OK 291-313 260-309 245-264 237-251.50 224-241 198.50-224.50
September 13 1,780 250-420 301-360 248-327.50 228-268 216-240 203-226 95-127 2,300
Cuero, TX 262-320 260-308 231-305 215-345 211-315 189-210 155-171 900-1,850
September 12 2,005 300-347.50 273-299 255-276 249-267 238-255 221-242 104-130
Dalhart, TX 260 235-258 235-266 237-245 248 231 216 151-161
September 12 1,257 332 110-142.50 1,550-2,700
San Angelo, TX 300 230-234 227 137-161
September 12 1,183 290-322 256-265 225.50-255 211-250 225
Tulia, TX 340 280-299 243-278 234-246 199-221 190
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September 13 10,425 315-390 287-367.50 268-330 244-293 247-282 218-259
Iowa 270-355 260-335 242-293 229-264 222.25-246 206-233
September 17 982 362.50-381 321-365 280 252.50-255 123-138
Miles City, MT 325 292.50 276 232-251 217-232 135-160
September 18 4,830 270-282.25 250-265.50 210.50-262.50
Bassett, NE 270 252-258 234-248.25 215-245.75
September 14 2,460 239-264 235.75-263.50 2,550
Ericson, NE 261 265 238-253.50 237.50-250 204-247 2,650
No report available
Imperial, NE
September 18 3,800 267.75-279 263.25-265.25 207.50-258.75 122-139
Kearney, NE 265-268 251 236.75-238.50 198-226 140-173
September 13 1,017 274 238-248
Lexington, NE 248 235 233-234 209-235.10
No report available
Ogallala, NE
September 12 4,380 297-306 278-294 262.75-289.50 220-265.75
Valentine, NE 275-285 253.50-271.50 231-265 215-250.75
September 13 3,412 232.50-253
Herreid, SD 231.50-236.50 208.75-226.50
September 18 2,684 315-330 319 255-291.50 245-255 180-248
Torrington, WY 290-292.50 266 227 230-240 214-230

NO
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September 12 928 240-280 220-270 210-261 200-230 185-210 130-150
Orland, CA 220-265 200-254 191-240 180-230 165-207 130-164
September 16 N/A 250-300 250-260 180-230 150-190 88-120 800-1,725
Escalon, CA 300-322 250-300 150-200 150-195 85-150 700-1,300
September 16 319 250-285 250-285 250-275 230-250 200-220 195-210 100-180
Famoso, CA 230-265 230-255 220-250 185-220 185-200 125-145
September 18 1,011 250-301 245-280 235-255 220-235 80-145
Galt, CA 240-282 222-275 215-255 130-150 1,800-3,100
September 17 625 260-320 270-321 260-275.50 240-254 110-131.50
Turlock, CA 250-288 261-300 242-256 227-243.50 200-215 190-208 129-160
September 17 1,052 270-407.50 268.50-356 265-337.50 250-277.50 205-278.50 190.50-225 200.57-223 96.50-128.50
Salina, UT 250-365 235-340 220-305 227.50-256 185-237.50 185-222 117-207.50
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September 13 N/A 235-257 230-252 210-251 118-138.50
Blackfoot, ID 230-243 225-242 205-233 130-151
September 12 500 321 306-323 293.50 241-253 177-235.50 95-139
Burley, ID 300 278-300 224.50 144-147
No report available
Emmett, ID
September 14 777 177-215* 207-234* 185-209* 170-195* 110-129 1,000-1,950
Eugene, OR 165-199* 200-232* 170-208* 155-170* 130-150
September 16 306 118-148
Madras, OR 195-212 143-163
September 11 485 270-290 261-275 245-260 229-244 218-233 112-140
Vale, OR 235-264 227-236 207-218 142-171
September 16 205 270 175-290 102.50-245 215 120-212.50 145-204.73 89-150 1,500
Davenport, WA 225-252.50 87.50-247.50 170-265 145-220 122-202.50 140-200 130-157.50
September 12 1,100 287.50* 260* 242* 133-155
Toppenish, WA 230-245* 219.50* 151-169
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Selected AuctionsSelected Auctions
Week Ending September 19, 2024Week Ending September 19, 2024

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

DATE
200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb. 500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up

SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
MARKET SLAUGHTER BULLS REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 2,015
Sep. '24 106,057 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,054
Oct. '24 112,040 Formula sales 3,830
Nov. '24 159,297 Forward contract sales 118
Dec. '24 115,958 Domestic sales 6,178
Jan. '25 78,226 NAFTA Exports 142

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: SEPTEMBER 15, 2024NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: SEPTEMBER 15, 2024
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 21,433 3,224
Formula 279,955 6,345
Negotiated Cash 75,678 144
Negotiated Grid 55,996 1,658
Packer Owned 12,344 N/A
Total 445,406 11,371

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES  
Live FOB Steer 1,048 1,5578 183.16
Live FOB Heifer 86 1,400 183.00
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 2,937 1,442 180.61
Live FOB Heifer 2,392 1,275 180.50
Dressed Del Steer 196 939 289.84
Dressed Del Heifer 78 788 288.00
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 3,763 1,547 185.93
Live FOB Heifer 405 1,250 184.01
Dressed Del Steer 824 1,000 288.35
Dressed Del Heifer 121 840 292.33

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your 

customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside! 
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

Santa Teresa, NM - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold steady to firm. Heifers 
steady. Trade active, demand good. 

Supply consisted of steers and spayed 
heifers weighing 300-700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 273-283
400-500 lbs 253-263
500-600 lbs 233-243

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 324-334
400-500 lbs 294-304
500-600 lbs 264-274

Douglas, AZ - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold steady. Heifers traded 
steady. Trade active, demand good. 

Supply consisted of steers and spayed 
heifers weighing 300-700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 265-275
400-500 lbs 245-255
500-600 lbs 225-235

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 315-325
400-500 lbs 285-295
500-600 lbs 255-265

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLEUSDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
September 18,  2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: 13,800 Week Ago EST: 11,200 Year Ago Act: 10,500

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 180.79 -1.73
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 179.70 -1.82
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 181.50 -0.40
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs N/A N/A
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 126.15 -3.64
*Price comparison from one week ago.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 lbs. All sales fob port of entry.)

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, September 17, 2024Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, September 17, 2024
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 304.31 N/A 301.44
601-700 lbs 280.13 N/A 274.83
701-800 lbs 260.07 N/A 259.48
801-900 lbs 247.87 N/A 251.63

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 305.94 N/A 281.81
501-600 lbs 267.36 262.61 268.62
601-700 lbs 250.45 251.36 252.59
701-800 lbs 240.87 237.79 236.02

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

9/9/2024 9/2/2024
Feeders 17,972 20,316 981,287 795,992

  CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
9/13 9/16 9/17 9/18 9/19 High* Low*

Oct. 17765 17723 17880 17915 18043 19633 15310
Dec. 17850 17835 17985 17958 18200 19975 16853
Feb. 17960 17948 18100 18053 18315 18878 16668
Apr. 18130 18110 18238 18208 18408 19000 17005

    CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
9/13 9/16 9/17 9/18 9/19 High* Low*

Sep. 24190 24130 24330 24383 24570 26390 21608
Oct. 23913 23900 24075 24118 24410 26460 21920
Nov. 23520 23558 23830 23875 24173 27095 22268
Jan. 23060 23068 23305 23360 23658 26625 22460
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

12

CutoutsCutouts FED BOXED BEEFFED BOXED BEEF
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
September 19 299.56 288.26 283.47 97.54 357.75
September 18 301.38 289.75 285.23 88.90 363.25
September 17 303.91 292.22 289.36 94.34 370.86
September 16 304.57 292.14 287.93 119.36 362.75
September 13 304.91 294.17 290.86 125.70 371.67

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

September 13 7,017 308.10 242 348.08 1,249 314.02 2,210 306.10 915 296.33 2,401 278.11
September 6 6,302 312.12 200 349.59 1,208 316.07 1,816 309.57 783 298.96 2,294 278.79
August 31 6,972 313.57 205 350.33 1,303 318.34 2,169 311.65 776 300.50 2,519 286.31
August 23 7,005 317.63 235 351.91 1,231 322.58 2,126 314.89 766 301.40 2,647 290.61

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 9/19/2024This Week: 9/19/2024 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago
Choice Fed Steers 183.16  180.61 185.93

CME Feeder Index 244.42  241.90 254.09

Boxed Beef Average 299.56 q 307.18 301.93

Average Dressed Steers N/A  289.84 288.35

Live Slaughter Weight* 1,394  1,391 1,356

Weekly Slaughter** 620,000  542,000 362,000

Weekly Beef Production*** 527.4  460.6 519.6

Hide/Offal Value 11.33  11.33 13.69

Corn Price 4.13  3.80 4.75

  *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MMARKET ARKET NNEWSEWS
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A federal judge has upheld 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice’s (USFWS) plans for 
managing black-footed fer-
rets in Wyoming, the state 
where the once-presumed-
extinct species was rediscov-
ered some four decades ago. 

The dispute over how the 
federal government man-
aged the endangered weasel-
like animal traces back near-
ly a decade to when federal 
wildlife managers officially 
designated the Wyoming 
population as “nonessential, 
experimental.” That classifi-
cation allows for more regu-
latory flexibility than other 
Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) designations, loosen-
ing restrictions on potentially 
harmful activities, like killing 
prairie dogs that ferrets de-
pend upon.

WildEarth Guardians, 
Western Watersheds Project 
and Rocky Mountain Wild 
challenged the nonessential, 
experimental rule in 2021, 
arguing that the agency vio-
lated federal environmental 
laws, ignored the best-avail-
able science and improperly 
relaxed ESA protections in 
order to accommodate pri-
vate landowners.

But U.S. District Judge Ran-
dolph Moss, out of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, sided 
against the plaintiffs on all 
arguments last week, con-
cluding that federal wildlife 
managers had abided by the 
National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA) and ESA. 

“Ultimately, although 
framed as a NEPA challenge, 
plaintiffs simply disagree 
with the [Fish and Wildlife 
Service]’s decision about how 
best to facilitate the reintro-
duction of the black-footed 
ferret in the state of Wyo-
ming,” Moss wrote in a 

75-page opinion. “The agen-
cy’s preferred approach, 
however, fell well within its 
discretion and was both rea-
soned and adequately ex-
plained.” 

A “nonessential, experi-
mental” population—the 
same approach used when 
wolves were reintroduced to 
Yellowstone National Park in 
the mid-1990s—is managed 
with more flexibility than the 
Endangered Species Act nor-
mally permits. There’s more 
latitude to incidentally or di-
rectly cause ferret deaths and 
disrupt habitat. Because 
black-footed ferret diets are 
upwards of 90% prairie dogs, 
they’re dependent on occu-
pied prairie dog colonies.

WildEarth Guardians and 
Western Watersheds Project 
staffers were unable to be 
reached for an interview. 
When the plaintiffs an-
nounced their 2021 lawsuit, 
they took issue with leaving 
Wyoming in charge of recov-
ery efforts in the state. 

“Putting the state of Wyo-
ming in charge of black-foot-
ed ferret recovery has proven 
to be the worst possible idea,” 
WildEarth Guardians staff 
attorney Jennifer Schwartz 
said in a statement at the 
time. “Black-footed ferrets 
need large, healthy prairie 
dog colonies to survive, but 
Wyoming and its agencies 
won’t give an inch in their 
efforts to exterminate prairie 
dogs.” 

Prairie dogs are classified 
as a pest in Wyoming and can 
be killed indiscriminately. 
They’re oftentimes poisoned 
and are the subjects of recre-
ational shooters’ target prac-
tice.  

Moss did not fault the 
USFWS for citing “political 
and public acceptance 

issues” in its justification of a 
nonessential, experimental 
population in Wyoming. 

“Factors such as accep-
tance by local landowners 
and co-existence with prairie 
dogs are key considerations 
in the viability of black-footed 
ferret conservation efforts,” 
the judge wrote, “and the stat-
ute does not require the FWS 
to ignore such realities in its 
attempts to successfully rein-
troduce the species.”

Black-footed ferret reintro-
duction efforts in the Meetee-
tse area and Shirley Basin 
have experienced mixed suc-
cess, largely because of dis-
ease outbreaks that have 
knocked down prairie dog 
populations and directly 
killed ferrets. Both sylvatic 
plague and canine distemper 
are “important diseases” for 
ferret populations, according 
to the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department’s (WGFD) 
State Wildlife Action Plan. 

That plan states that Game 
and Fish will continue to en-
gage with the national Black-
footed Ferret Recovery Im-
plementation Team and in-
state Wyoming Black-footed 
Ferret Working Group.  

“Through this collabora-
tive process, WGFD will work 
to locate and evaluate addi-
tional reintroduction sites 
throughout the state,” Wyo-
ming’s plan for black-footed 
ferrets reads. 

USFWS officials were un-
able to be reached for an in-
terview.  

The Wyoming Game and 
Fish Department was 
“pleased” to see Moss’ ruling, 
according to an emailed 
statement. The litigation was 
a “waste of staff time and re-
sources that could be better 
spent,” the emailed statement 
said. 

“It is good to see Judge 
Moss did not entertain the 
politically motivated argu-
ment that the Wild Earth 

Guardians proposed,” Game 
and Fish spokeswoman Bre-
anna Ball wrote. “We will 
continue to work closely with 

USFWS and private land-
owners in our black-footed 
ferret recovery.” — Mike Ko-
shmrl, WyoFile

Judge backs feds in WY  ferret reintroduction dispute

Boxed beef prices were 
lower, with the Choice cutout 
down $7.62 to $299.56 and 
the Select cutout down $7.38 
to $288.26. 

Analysts released the pre-
report estimates for Friday’s 
Cattle on Feed report release. 
The consensus was that cattle 
on feed will be 100.7% for 
feedlots of 1,000 head or 
greater in September. Place-
ments in August are estimat-
ed to be 98.5%, and market-
ings for August are predicted 
at 96.5%.

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures 

climbed triple digits, with the 
September contract up $3.22 
to $245.27 and the October 
contract up slightly over $4 to 
$243.77.

“It’s impressive to see the 
spot October contract well 
above its 40-day moving aver-
age, which has been a nearby 
hurdle in which traders have 
resistance up until this point, 
to take on as there simply 
hasn’t been enough support 
in the marketplace to do so 
confidently,” Stewart wrote 
on Thursday.

The CME Feeder Cattle In-
dex gained $2.52 to $244.42. 

Corn futures were higher, 
with the September contract 
up 19 cents to $4.05 and the 
December contract up 18 
cents to $4.24. 

Missouri: Joplin Regional 
Stockyards in Carthage sold 
8,310 head on Monday. Com-
pared to the last auction, 
feeder steers under 650 lbs. 
sold steady to $8 lower, with 
heavier weights selling $2-6 
higher. Feeder heifers sold 
steady to $5 higher. Bench-
mark steers averaging 784 lbs. 
sold from $239-255, averag-
ing $248.32. 

Nebraska: Tri-State Live-
stock in McCook sold 2,512 
head on Monday. Compared 
to the last auction, steers un-
der 600 lbs. sold $6-10 higher 
and heifers under 600 lbs. 
traded $10-25 higher. There 
were not enough sales to 
show a comparison of 
weights over 600 lbs. A group 
of steers averaging 783 lbs. 
sold for $235.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Na-
tional Stockyards in Oklaho-
ma City sold 6,500 head on 
Monday. Compared to a 
week earlier, steers and heif-
ers sold $3-8 higher. Bench-
mark steers averaging 779 lbs. 
sold from $241-251, averag-
ing $246.10. — Charles Wal-
lace, WLJ contributing edi-
tor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Boxed beef prices declining



CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

ADVERTISING RATES
BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your 
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in 
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)
BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per 
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)
BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and 
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and 
handling service.
BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.
BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.
COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.
DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6 
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.
SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to 
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as 
well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count 
as two.
TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or 
mailed.
CONDITIONS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MT, the week prior to 
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and 
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.
Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy. 
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not 
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency 
commissionable.
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Call & schedule your classified  
ad today!
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Help  
Wanted 2

Cattle 
For Sale 10

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

Dogs 
For Sale 14

REGISTERED TEXAS 
LONGHORNS FOR SALE IN 

CALIFORNIA
Featured in September 2020 

American Beef Producer 
magazine.

Gentle pairs, steers, heifers, solid 
and colorful bulls. Foraging, 

hardy, low-maintenance cattle, 
traffic-stopping colors. Cross 
breed with your herd for easy 

calving, robust calves resistant to 
disease. Fascinating, fun to show, 

simple handling.
Westhaven Ranch 
Tel: 209-274-9917

Email: swestmoore@gmail.com
 www.westhavenlonghorns.com

Ranch Manager near Dillon 
Montana 

$36,000/yr housing provided or 
$43,000/yr without.

Opportunity to run a few cows after 
1 Year.

Contact Jules Marchesseault:
408-621-2211

Cedar Canyon Ranch
Spanning 642.41 deeded acres 
with an 80,240-acre BLM lease.
575 AU cow/calf ranch nestled 

in Hualapai Valley, north of 
Kingman, offers a turnkey 

operation, including feedlot/
beef business, with extensive 

facilities and equipment, 
including multiple homes, 

barns, an arena, and pastures.
 Enjoy proximity to Las Vegas, 

Lake Mead, and the Grand 
Canyon West Skywalk. 

A true western paradise.
928-303-1205

Real Estate 
Opportunities 20

Blue Red Heeler puppies AKC. 
360 749 6333

443 acres in CA carries 200 cow/calf 
pair plus 1,000 TPY hay production. 

1,500 GPM well, 2 residences, off I-5. 
Visit 1905Airport.com

Loans 36

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher 

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

303-773-3545
You Call Steve, I’ll Come to You.

Real Estate 
Southwest 20D Real Estate 

Southwest 20D

Pasture 
Wanted 24

LARGE RANCH NEEDED.
 Generational family ranching 

business seeking large ranch for 
lease. Turn-key management 

services available: robust 
ecological stewardship, ranch 

owner personal needs, upgrading 
ranch infrastructure to support 
intensive grazing programs. 

www.ranchlands.com.

NEW & USED PIPE 
Saw Cut Post, used sucker rod, used 

guard rail.  
Conlin Supply Company, Inc 

Call Larry 209-847-8977
Delivery available.

Powder River loading chute. New 
bearings & tires.

$2,500 or best offer
760-685-8925

Ag/Industrial 
Supplies 28

2 Bar 
Angus
Hereford, 
Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Northeast Oregon USFS summer 
grazing allotment.

320 pairs July 10- October 10. 
18,000 acres north of Sumpter, OR. 

Good grass and unlimited water. 
High elevation grazing, completely 

drought proof. Grew the same 
amount of feed during drought years 
of 2021 and 2022 and never ran out 
of water. Stays green until it snows.

Good range con.
(541) 403-0697

Pasture 
Available 23

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.
RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

PRICE REDUCED! MULESHOE RANCH – 1,074.18± ac. grassland, great access 
conveniently located outside of Muleshoe, TX.
PRICE REDUCED! COLFAX COUNTY NM GETAWAY – 1,482.90± ac. grassland 
(1,193.59± ac. Deeded, 289.31 ac.  State Lease), great location near all types of mountain 
recreation.
UNION CO., NM – Just out of Clayton, NM, 2± sections located on pvmt. complete with 
two large circles containing 398.4± ac. & 452.94± ac. irrigated by pivot sprinklers w/five 
irrigation wells & accompanying irr. equipment, on pvmt. together w/a lease of 800± ac. of 
Kiowa National Grassland.
UNION CO., NM – Just out of Clayton, a large feedyard w/four circles irrigated by ¼ 
mile sprinklers, six irr. wells and accompanying irr. equipment just across the hwy. from the 
two sections w/the grass lease. The two sections w/the grass lease & the feedyard w/four 
adjoining quarters can be purchased together or separately.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

Horses 15

GREAT, SMART HORSE 
FOR SALE. 

Registered Dark Bay, 4 year old 
gelding. 15 1/2 hand, great mind, 
will do anything you would want. 

Excellent trail horse, has not been 
roped off. Easy enough to train. 

559-660-6182

Visit www.wlj.net 
today!

5th generation rancher in search of 
winter ground for 100-200 fall pairs.

 References available. 
Based in Orland. 

916-705-6861

Irrigation 27

 Fair Prices . Good Service . Rancher Owned 
  DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST 
CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY::  777755--665577--11881155  

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems

2 x 2.WLJ.option.qxp_Layout 1  5/31

Take WLJ with you 
wherever you go!

Subscribe 
today!

500 Beefmaster heifers for sale. 
One brand, Open & ready to breed. 
Raised on big ranges, gentle handle 
on horseback, foundation genetics. 

 Immediate Delivery.
718-641-9677

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Livestock 
Supplies 18

Hay/Feed/ 
Seed 26

Good quality fall grazing available. 
Grass, corn stalks and prairie hay 
for winter and calving seasons. Up 

to 1,000 head.
402-340-2818

Available for Metal, 
Composition Shingles or Tar 
Roofs. Long lasting and easy 

to apply. We also 
manufacture Tank Coatings 

for Concrete, Rock, Steel, 
Galvanized and Mobile 

tanks. 
Call for our  
FREE 
CATALOG. 

TANK COATINGS 
ROOF COATINGS 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

Equipment 
For Sale 30

Schools 43

Get thorouGh practical  
traininG in: 

Pregnancy testing—A.I. 
herd health—calf  

delivery and care. Many  
additional subjects.

Our business is to help you 
improve your business.

Learn more by working with 
live animals under expert 

supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.  
Dept. WLJ • 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032  

785/448-3119  
www.grahamschool 
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of 
continuous service

CATTLEMEN

Coming this fall.
A NEW WLJ.NET.
(We think you’re going to love it.)

A NEW WLJ.NET.
(We think you’re going to love it.)



TEIXEIRA CATTLE CO. 
BULL SALE

Sept. 11, Pismo Beach, 
CA

56 Angus bulls . .$8,263
5 Angus bred  
cows . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,460
47 Commercial bred  
heifers . . . . . . . . . . 3,225

Auctioneer: Rick 
Machado

TOPS: TEX Patriarch 
3141, by Tehama Patriarch 
F028; to Hayes Bros., Lom-
poc, CA, $20,000. TEX Ve-
racious 3278, by HPCA 
Veracious; to Rob Gill, 
Pendleton, OR, $15,000. 
TEX Able 3079, by TEX 
Able 8528; to Shane and 
Karlie Kirkland, Lompoc, 
CA, $11,000. — JARED 
PATTERSON

DONATI RANCH W/ 
O’CONNELL RANCH 

BULL SALE
Sept. 12, Oroville, CA

145 Angus bulls . $7,874
Auctioneer: Rick 

Machado
Sale Manager: Matt 

Macfarlane Marketing
TOPS: DR Commerce 

3129, by Connealy Com-
merce; to Doug and Judy 
Par ker,  Wil l iams, CA, 
$20,500. DR Commerce 
3323, by Connealy Com-
merce; to Terrell Storm, 
Biggs, CA, $17,000. DR 
Commerce 3227, by Con-
nealy Commerce; to Terrell 
Storm, Biggs, CA, $17,000. 
DR Craftsman 3305, by 
Connealy Craftsman; to 
Spring Cove Ranch, Bliss, 
ID, $15,000. DR Commerce 
3139, by Connealy Com-
merce; to Doug and Judy 
Par ker,  Wil l iams, CA, 
$14,000. DR Judgement 
3226, by DR Judgement; to 
Allen Renz, Hollister, CA, 
$14,000. — JARED PAT-
TERSON

TEHAMA ANGUS 
RANCH SALE

Sept. 13, Gerber, CA
143 Angus  
bulls . . . . . . . . . . $10,245
20 Commercial open 
heifers . . . . . . . . . . 3,200

Auctioneer: Rick 
Machado

TOPS: Tehama Resilient 
M587, by Sitz Resilient 
10208; to Elwood Ranches, 
Montague, CA, $70,000. 
Tehama Justif icat ion 
M302, by Boyd Justifica-
tion; to Spring Cove Ranch, 
Bliss, ID, $23,000. Tehama 
Dynamic M072, by BAR Dy-
namic; to O'Neal's Ranch, 
O'Neals, CA, $21,500. Te-
hama Virtue M328, by Sitz 
Virtue 11710; to Spickler 
Ranch, Glenfield, ND, 
$20,000. Tehama Dynamic 
M074, by BAR Dynamic; to 
Atwood Ranch, Red Bluff, 
CA, $19,000. Tehama Jus-
tification M316, by Boyd 
Justification; to Thomas 
Hamilton, Baker City, OR, 
$17,000. — JARED PAT-
TERSON

ARRELLANO BRAVO 
ANGUS PRODUCTION 

SALE
Sept. 14, Galt, CA

66 Bulls . . . . . . . .$6,397
20 Bred heifers . . 3,945

3 Bred cows . . . . . 2,900
17 Fall pairs . . . . . . 3,988

Auctioneer: Jake 
Parnell

Sale Manager: Parnell 
Dickinson, Inc.

TOPS—Bulls:  Diablo 
Ratified 7734, by Poss Rat-
ified; to Ron Spence, Alta-
ville, CA, $16,500. Bravo 
Conclusion 3403, by VAR 
Conclusion 0234; to Alta 
Genetics, Rocky View 
County, AB, $15,000. Bravo 
Nautilus 3400, by VAR 
Conclusion 0234; to John 

Oneto, Ione, CA, $12,000. 
Bravo Conclusion 3076, by 
VAR Conclusion 0234; to 
Alta Genetics, Rocky View 
County, AB, $11,500. Bred 
heifer: Bravo Prophet 
3421, by VAR Conclusion 
0234; to Vintage Angus 
Ranch, Modesto, CA, 
$7,000. — JARED PAT-
TERSON

RENO SNAFFLE BIT 
FUTURITY SALE

Sept. 14, Reno, NV
32 Select  

horses . . . . . . . .$16,594
7 Saddle  
horses . . . . . . . . . 18,821

Auctioneers: Randy 
Parnell & Jake Parnell
Sale Manager: Parnell 

Dickinson, Inc.
TOPS: JG Call Me MC, by 

Metallic Cat; to Karen Cox, 
$55,000. Honie Badger, by 
Cats Merada; to Stephanie 
Panziora, $40,000. Got 
Your Response, by CR Got-
cha Covered; to Michael 
Boone, $30,000. — JARED 
PATTERSON
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Sale ReportsSale Reports

Sale Calendar is a service 
to our advertisers. There 
is a minimum advertising 
requirement to be eligible to 
be listed in the Sale Calendar. 
Contact your fieldman for 
more information or to have 
your date added to the Sale 
Calendar. We will only run 
auction sale dates or private 
treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS
Oct. 5 – Turlock Livestock 
All-Breeds Bull Sale, Turlock, 
CA
Oct. 6 – Cal Poly Bull Test 
Sale, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Oct. 19 – FAMOSO All 
Breeds Bull Sale, Famoso, CA
Nov. 2 – World of Bulls Bull 
Sale, Galt, CA

ANGUS
Sep. 24 – Thomas Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Galt, CA
Sep. 26 – Beef Solutions, 
Bull Sale, Ione, CA 
Sep. 28 – K Bar D Ranch, 
Female Sale, Redmond, OR
Sep. 28 – Gohr Cattle, Show 
Heifer Sale, Madras, OR 
Sep. 29 – Traynham 
Ranches, Bull & Female Sale, 
Ft. Klamath, OR
Oct. 4 – Elwood Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Oct. 5 – Colyer Hereford 
& Angus, Female Sale, 
Bruneau, ID
Oct. 5 – Topline/Leachman, 
Bull Sale, Aromas, CA
Oct. 8 – 9 Peaks Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Ft. Rock, OR
Oct. 8 – Coleman Angus, 
Female Sale, Charlo, MT
Oct. 9 – Montana Ranch, 
Female Sale, Bigfork, MT
Oct. 12 – Vintage Angus 
Ranch, Female Sale, 
Modesto, CA
Oct. 13-14 – EZ Angus 
Ranch, Dispersal Sale, 
Farmington, CA
Oct. 17 – Thomas Angus 
Ranch, Production Sale, 
Baker City, OR 
Oct. 18 – NILE Angus Sale, 
Billings, MT
Oct. 19 – Basin Angus, 
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Oct. 19 – Fink Beef Genetics, 
Bull Sale, Randolph, KS
Oct. 25 – Birch Creek Angus, 
Bull Sale, Ruby Valley, NV
Oct. 26 – Bear Mountain 

Angus, Female Sale, 
Palisade, NE 
Oct. 28 – Dal Porto 
Livestock, Female Sale, 
Brewster, NE
Oct. 30 – Spring Lake 
Angus, Dispersal Sale, Lynch, 
NE
Oct. 31 – Marcy Livestock, 
Cow Dispersal Sale, Gordon, 
NE
Nov. 7 – Stokrose Land & 
Livestock, Bull Sale, Moses 
Lake, WA
Nov. 8 – Montana Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Bigfork, MT

CHAROLAIS
Oct. 19 – Fink Beef Genetics, 
Bull Sale, Randolph, KS

HEREFORD
Sep. 28 – Gohr Cattle, Show 
Heifer Sale, Madras, OR 
Oct. 5 – Colyer Hereford 
& Angus, Female Sale, 
Bruneau, ID
Oct. 19 – Lambert Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Oroville, CA

RED ANGUS
Sep. 28 – McPhee Red 
Angus, Production Sale, Lodi, 
CA
Oct. 18 – NILE Red Angus 
Sale, Billings, MT
Oct. 19 – Rocking R Red 
Angus, Bull Sale, Bayard, NE
Nov. 2 – Bet on Red Sale, 
Reno, NV
Nov. 4 – Sand Dune Cattle 
Co., Dispersal Sale, Burwell, 
NE

SIMANGUS
Sep. 25 – Eagle Pass Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Dos Palos, CA
Sep. 26 – Beef Solutions, 
Bull Sale, Ione, CA 
Sep. 29 – Traynham 
Ranches, Bull & Female Sale, 
Ft. Klamath, OR
Oct. 16 – Yardley Cattle Co., 
Female Sale, Beaver, UT

STABILIZER
Oct. 12 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Ozark, AR
Oct. 26 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Dinuba, CA
Nov. 9 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Fort Collins, CO

HORSE
Oct. 10 – Jamison Ranch, 
Horse Sale, Quinter, KS

Sale CalendarSale Calendar
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