
The cattle markets remained mostly steady over Labor Day week, al-
though feedlots continue to hold out for higher packer bids and slaugh-
ter volumes were light due to a holiday-shortened kill week. 

Live cattle futures traded mostly sideways over the week. The October 
contract lost 65 cents to close at $177.25, and the December contract 
gained 2 cents to close at $176.72.

Total cash trade for the week was about 15,000 head by Thursday af-
ternoon. Live steers sold from $180-183, and dressed steers sold from 
$286-288.

“Feedlot managers are holding out, hoping as the week 
drags on that packers will be willing to offer up steady mon-
ey with last week’s business,” wrote ShayLe Stewart, DTN 
livestock analyst, in her Thursday midday comments. “As of 
right now, there are no bids on the table, but packer interest 
will likely increase Thursday afternoon.”

Cash trade through Sept. 1 was 65,472 head. Live steers 
averaged $184.10, and dressed steers averaged $290.29.  

Slaughter through Thursday was about 376,000 head, about 
100,000 head short of a week earlier due to the Labor Day 
holiday. Projected total slaughter for a week earlier is esti-

mated at 611,000 head. Actual slaughter for the week ending Aug. 24 was 
608,984 head. The average steer dressed weight was 931 lbs., the same as 
a week prior.  

“Packer margins last week were their blackest of 2024, something the 
packer will not want to relinquish,” said Cassie Fish, market analyst, in 
The Beef on Thursday.

Boxed beef prices were mostly steady over the week, with the Choice 
cutout up $2.85 to $311.51 and the Select cutout up 59 cents to $296.78.

“Prices last week were 
their cheapest since spring 
and the cheaper prices did 
stimulate demand,” Fish 
See MARKETS on page 13

Slaughter numbers dip due to holiday

INSIDE WLJ
NUTRITION/HEALTH — 
Dive in to discover this week’s 
special section featuring all 
things nutrition, feed and 
health. Page 8

MEAT METROPOLIS — Ne-
braska’s largest feedlot nears 
completion, set to reshape the 
local economy. Page 3

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

“It has been an amazing year 
in the livestock business. Week 
after week, USDA reports 
show that cattle slaughter has 
been running 35 to 50% high-
er than a year ago and, more 
important, that the huge extra 
volume of meat has been go-
ing directly into customer 
channels. It proves an impor-
tant point: That the public 
likes meat and that, as far as 
the consumer is concerned, 
there is no surplus,” wrote 
Nelson Crow in his September 
1953 “Observations by the 
Publisher” column. 
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Bob Wick/BLM
BLM has released an updated Western Solar Plan that would update the number of public lands acres open to solar development to 31 million acres. 
Pictured here, a solar project in Riverside County, CA.
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WEEK ENDING: 09-05-24

CME FEEDER
$241.27

DRESSED STEERS
N/A

LIVE STEERS
 $182.04

— Median scores of 7
In an industry that has been fix-

ated on maximizing weights and 
carcass traits, producers are quickly 
becoming aware of the importance 
of functional traits like soundness, 
disposition, do-ability, health and 
vigor, shedding, calving ease and 
inherent fertility, to name a few. 

The release of the American An-
gus Association’s research udder 

suspension and teat score EPDs—
when added to their genetic predic-
tions for disposition, hoof angle and 
claw score, shedding, pulmonary 
arterial pressure, calving ease direct 
and maternal, heifer pregnancy and 
functional longevity—has clearly 
put them in the lead in describing 
functional traits.

In the 1960s, performance

Angus releases research 
udder, teat score EPDs

See UDDER EPD on page 10

— Potential impact 
on grazing

Citing an increased de-
mand for more solar devel-
opment on public lands, the 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) has expanded its 
Western Solar Plan to include 
five additional states.

The proposed updated 
plan includes Idaho, Mon-
tana, Oregon, Washington 
and Wyoming in addition to 
the original six states covered 
by the agency’s 2012 plan: 
Arizona, California, Colora-
do, Nevada, New Mexico and 
Utah. It opens more than 31 
million acres of public land 

across 11 states for solar de-
velopment and eliminates 
variance lands as a category.

The plan aims to stream-
line solar development on 
public lands by guiding proj-
ects to areas near transmis-
sion lines or previously dis-
turbed lands, reducing con-
flicts with critical habitats 

and sensitive cultural re-
sources. Solar applications 
would be permitted within 15 
miles of existing or proposed 
transmission lines and on 
lands with up to a 10% slope. 
Projects must be 5 megawatts 
or larger and connect to the 
grid, with requirements to 
avoid, minimize and com-

pensate for any adverse im-
pacts. Environmental analy-
sis is required before any 
BLM decision on proposed 
projects is made.

“The updated Western So-
lar Plan is a responsible, prag-
matic strategy for developing 
solar energy on our nation’s 
public lands that supports 

national clean energy goals
and long-term national en-
ergy security,” said BLM Di-
rector Tracy Stone-Manning.
“It will drive responsible solar
development to locations
with fewer potential conflicts
while helping the nation
transition to a clean energy 

BLM proposes expanding solar development

See SOLAR on page 16

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) unveiled 
its proposed management plan for the Grand Stair-
case-Escalante National Monument in southern Utah, 
which will prioritize conservation. The plan to govern 
the management of nearly 1.87 million acres of pub-
lic lands within the monument has been in the works 
for two years.

“This is the culmination of a process involving 
numerous Tribes, state and local agencies, and stake-
holders that will benefit many generations to come,” 
said BLM Utah State Director Greg Sheehan. 

The monument was restored to its original size in 

October 2021 by President Joe Biden after former 
President Donald Trump reduced the monument’s 
size by about half in 2017.

Plan details
The 2024 Grand Staircase-Escalante National 

Monument Proposed Resource Management Plan 
reinstates the original boundaries and management 
conditions of the monument while emphasizing the 
protection of monument objects and scientific

Plan released for Utah’s Grand 
Staircase-Escalante monument

See MONUMENT on page 7
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Alexa, are you kidding me?

It’d be one thing if this was 
a two-sided issue, but re-
cently, the liberal agenda 

reared its ugly head in multiple 
forms. In a world of true divid-
edness, this situation doesn’t 
do anything to calm my nerves. 

In my house, we’ve had Am-
azon Alexa service for several 
years. My daughters, ages 12 
and 8, are constantly using it 
for the most random things pre-teen girls use all 
technology for. Sometimes it’s to provide music for 
my free-spirited 8-year-old to dance to. Sometimes 
my 12-year-old will use it for recommendations on 
the next book for her to read. Often, they use it to ask 
for a dad joke to then run and tell me. The vast ma-
jority of the time, it’s used innocently. What I can 
promise you is that it is NEVER used to sway our 
house into supporting one presidential candidate 
over another.

Last week, the Amazon service was discovered to 
blatantly support Vice President Kamala Harris in her 
election campaign. Social media users were up in 
arms as users recorded Alexa’s bias. When Alexa us-
ers would ask for reasons to support former President 
Donald Trump, Alexa would respond with, “I cannot 
provide responses that endorse any political party or 
its leader.”

However, when users asked the exact same ques-
tion about supporting Harris, Alexa would dive into 
the following speech: “While there are many reasons 
to vote for Kamala Harris, the most significant may be 
that she is a strong candidate with a proven track re-
cord of accomplishment. As the first female vice pres-
ident, Harris has already broken down a major gender 
barrier, and her career in politics has been character-
ized by a commitment to progressive ideals and a fo-
cus on helping disenfranchised communities.” 

In another video posted by Fox News, the response 
was slightly altered, but Alexa said, “While there are 
many reasons to vote for Kamala Harris, the most sig-
nificant may be that she is a female of color with a 
comprehensive plan to address racial injustice and 
inequality throughout the country.” 

Despite Amazon’s immediate response to the “er-
ror” and their claim that the issue has been resolved, 
the damage has already been done. It’s common 
knowledge the founder of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, one of 
the richest men on the planet, has donated hundreds 
of millions of dollars to the Obama, Biden and Harris 
administrations’ efforts. This “error” was simply too 
obvious. The censorship and steering with party line 
agendas have proven to be extremely difficult on agri-
culture across all fronts with regulations and environ-
mental agendas that have impacted everything from 
farming to fishing.

This error obviously hits home for me, but in the 
same week, Facebook Co-Founder Mark Zuckerberg 
sent a letter to the House Judiciary Committee and 
admitted censorship during COVID-19 stemmed 
from the Biden administration. The letter stated, “In 
2021, senior officials from the Biden administration, 
including the White House, repeatedly pressured our 
teams for months to censor certain COVID-19 con-
tent, including humor and satire, and expressed a lot 
of frustration with our teams when we didn’t agree.”

To be clear, I think this happens on both sides of the 
aisle. I am in no way saying this happens just to one 
side and not the other. It just so happened that in the 
span of one week, the liberal agenda faced two sepa-
rate incidents where there was clear and admitted 
misuse of platforms and audiences. From now until 
November, headlines are going to be ugly. The politi-
cal clawing, biting, punching and fit-throwing tan-
trums are going into full effect. Both sides see this 
election as a party pivotal moment. 

The Western Livestock Journal has readers on both 
sides of the aisle, and we prefer it that way. I follow 
politics because I am always curious as to what they 
are going to do to our markets. By and in large, the 
markets have responded in a very negative way. No 
matter how much we want to say that futures con-
tracts don’t follow the stock market, we are shown 
there is a correlation. Market confidence is a major 
component in trading and with the level of algorithm 
trading and computer modeling that happens each 
day, volatility unfortunately impacts trends. I person-
ally get frustrated with politics because it’s become 
more of a charade than policy development.

I don’t think Alexa is going to sway feeder cattle fu-
tures, but I do think this issue creates further division 
between the left and right. This creates uncertainty 
and more discord, which the markets don’t respond 
well to. — LOGAN IPSEN
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Frederick Staheli 
Wilkinson; 1937-2024

Frederick Staheli Wilkinson, 
age 87, passed away Sept. 1. 
He was born on April 5, 1937, 
in Winnemucca, NV, to George 
William Wilkinson and Jessie 
(Staheli) Wilkinson. He was the 
youngest of two boys and was 
raised on the Little Meadow 
Ranch in McDermitt, NV.

Fred attended primary school 
in McDermitt until 8th grade, but 
with no further access to higher 
education his parents sent him 
to live with his grandparents 
(Frank and Polly Staheli) in 
Washington, UT. He graduated 
from Dixie High School in 1956 
and attended Dixie College in St 
George, UT, before earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
education from the College of 
Southern Utah (now Southern 
Utah University) in Cedar City, 

UT, on June 9, 1962.
He met and married his wife, 

Judy (from Leeds, UT) while 
attending high school and 
college in St. George. They 
were married on Aug. 18, 1961, 
and recently celebrated their 
63rd wedding anniversary.

Fred’s life story is one of hard 
work, strong values, good 
decisions and success. He, along 
with his wife and family, built over 
time an extraordinary business 
in the agriculture industry, raising 
cattle. After he married Judy, 
Fred returned to McDermitt and 
became a schoolteacher from 
1961-67 while also working with 
his brother, George, on the Little 
M e a d ow  R a n c h.  A l ways 
progressive in their thinking, in 
1967 they formed the Wilkinson 
Brothers par tnership and 
expanded their operation by 
leasing the McCormick Ranch, 
also in McDermitt. Fred then did 
what he loved and became a 
full-time rancher. In 1981, they 
bought the McCormick Ranch 
and brought George’s son 
Kimble into the expanded family 
partnership under Wilkinson 
Ranches. In 1994 they expanded 
again, bringing Fred and Judy’s 
son, Nick, and his wife, Jaimi, 
into the family business.

In 2001, the two families 
restructured, with Fred and 
family taking over the McCormick 
Ranch and livestock, and George 

and family keeping the Little 
Meadow and Minor ranches. At 
that time GJ Livestock was 
formed. GJ Livestock continued 
to grow with the lease of the 
Disaster Peak Ranch in 2012, a 
move that has allowed the family 
to focus on progressive 
strategies that support their 
work to raise beautiful black 
Angus commercial cattle and 
sustain the family business into 
the fifth generation and beyond. 
Fred and Judy, along with Nick 
and Jaimi, have been partners in 
GJ Livestock for 30 years.

In addition to his success as a 
rancher and businessman, Fred 
was very engaged in the 
community. He was the longest 
serving member of the Oregon 
School board in the state’s 
history and he, along with his 
son, Nick, coached basketball for 
15 years at McDermitt Combined 
School. He contributed to and 
supported the Humboldt County 
4-H program for multiple years 
and served on the McDermitt 
Rodeo Board for at least 25 years 
in various capacit ies.  In 
November of 2023 he was 
honored by receiving the Nelo 
Mori Heritage Ranching Award.

Fred’s greatest love was his 
close and extended family. He 
enjoyed sitting around the table 
telling stories and enjoying the 
fabulous spreads Judy prepared 
daily. He had a wonderful sense 

of humor and had fun giving
nicknames to both animals and
the people with whom he was
most fond. He loved sports of all
kinds but was particularly fond
of BYU, following their games all
his adult life. He enjoyed a good
jitterbug with Judy at community
dances and playing tennis with
friends in the summer months.
Fred was very popular at Dixie,
made friends easily and was fun
to be around. He valued
friendship and was committed
to maintaining close ties with
friends he had made throughout
his life, frequently calling people
to wish them a happy birthday.
He will be missed by all.

Fred is survived by his wife,
Judy who lives on the family
ranch in McDermitt, NV; his
daughter, Lori and her husband,
Glenn from Las Vegas, NV; his
son, Nick and his wife, Jaimi,
grandson, Hyland and his wife,
April Wilkinson, and great-grand-
sons Westyn and Coltyn, who all
live on the family ranch in McDer-
mitt, NV; granddaughter, Sta-
heli Ugalde and her husband,
Victor and great-granddaughter,
Laney Jo, who reside on the Nine
Mile Ranch in Kings River, NV; and
Fred’s brother, George Wilkinson,
who lives in Nampa, ID.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the McDermitt
Rodeo Board P.O. Box 416,
McDermitt, NV 89421.
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GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION WILL SUPPORTING 
FACTORIES HURT FARMS?

Whoever wins the presidency this November will bestow upon 
the country an industrial policy for manufacturing. Not the same 
policy, though. The two candidates will use different tools and 
support different industries.

Different, too, will be the implications for agriculture.
Industrial policy refers to government support for—and protec-

tion of—particular industries, using tools like tariffs, subsidies and 
research. Washington policymakers used to deride it. They believed 
markets allocated capital better than governments and free trade 
made the country richer than protectionism.

They didn’t always practice what they preached, of course. 
Without calling it industrial policy, they supported, among other 
industries, housing with the mortgage-tax deduction, health care 
with the National Institutes of Health and agriculture with farm 
programs.

The auto industry got repeated help. President Ronald Reagan 
leaned on Japan to “voluntarily” restrain auto exports to the U.S. 
President Barack Obama bailed out Detroit after the 2008 financial 
implosion. And for 40 years the U.S. has had a 25% tariff on light 
trucks.

Still, industrial policy was mostly dismissed as “picking winners 
and losers” that would lead to “crony capitalism.” Meanwhile, 
presidents worked hard to negotiate free-trade agreements.

As recently as 2012, Republican presidential candidate Mitt 
Romney attacked his opponent, Obama, for having failed to nego-
tiate a single free-trade agreement. Obama defenders noted that 
he’d signed three, even though they’d been negotiated by his pre-
decessor.

Today, devotion to free markets and free trade is a thing of the 
past.

When former President Donald Trump took office in 2017, he 
pulled the U.S. out of a big free-trade deal with Asia. Later Trump, 
who calls himself “tariff man,” imposed tariffs on washing machines, 
solar panels, steel and aluminum, followed by tariffs on a broader 
array of Chinese products.

Candidate Trump is promising tariffs that dwarf those from his 
presidency—60% on all Chinese goods, 10% on all imports from 
other countries. Recently he suggested 20% was possible. These 
would represent dramatic increases in the tariff level—America’s 
currently average about 3%—and in the breadth of industries 
covered—from a few to all. Some industries might get special pro-
tection; at one rally Trump promised a 100% tariff on foreign-made 
cars. 

As for Vice President Kamala Harris, she hasn’t talked much 
about the issue, but many experts expect she’ll build on President 

Joe Biden’s industrial policy. That would have her relying less on
tariffs and more on subsidies, tougher buy-American rules for
government purchases and research.

Like Biden, she’s less likely to support and protect metal-bending
industries, more likely to shower favors on high-tech industries like
semiconductors and environmentally sensitive industries like
electric cars. Again, her tariffs won’t likely be as high or broad as
those Trump is touting; subsidies are likely to be the focus.

These are predictions and predictions don’t always come true.
Economists are warning that Trump’s proposed tariffs would be a
disaster; maybe they’ll prevail on him to do something less drastic.
Harris’s silence leaves her especially free to confound the forecast-
ers.

But if the predictions turn out to be reasonably accurate, the
implications for agriculture in Harris’s industrial policy are prob-
ably minimal. True, America’s trading partners are unhappy about
our subsidies for manufacturers and our buy-American rules, and
some will respond with similar measures of their own. But those
measures will most likely leave U.S. agriculture unscathed.

Tariffs are another matter. Trading partners are almost certain
to retaliate with tariffs on U.S. exports—and to aim those tariffs at
export-dependent U.S. industries, including agriculture.

The American Farm Bureau Federation says exports account for
about 20% of what U.S. farms produce, measured by value. For some
crops, including soybeans, the percentage is much higher. When
trading partners cut their purchases or even stop buying, commod-
ity prices fall. 

When China retaliated against Trump’s tariffs, 2018 U.S. ag ex-
ports to that country fell by more than half from 2017. And when
Trump upped the ante with new tariffs, China stopped importing
U.S. farm products altogether for a while.

New and bigger tariffs could provoke a reaction that’s even
harder on U.S. agriculture. Last time, Trump made up some of
farmers’ losses by dipping into the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) kitty. He could do that again, but if his tariffs are bigger this
time the retaliation will likely be bigger as well. There are limits to
how much damage the CCC will cover.

As Trump points out, the U.S. has for extended periods in its
distant past imposed big tariffs in the name of promoting manu-
facturing. And if whopping tariffs bring about an American manu-
facturing renaissance, many Americans would say they’re worth it.

But that renaissance is far from guaranteed. What’s nearly certain
is that in the short run, trading partners would retaliate—and U.S.
agriculture exports would be among those in the cross hairs. —
Urban Lehner, DTN editor emeritus
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Largest cattle feedlot in NE to begin taking feeders
Construction workers 

are hurrying to put the final 
touches on what is planned 
to be Nebraska’s largest 
feedlot for feeding cattle. 

Blackshirt Feeders, led by 
a trio of Canadian veterinar-
ians who are veteran feedlot 
consultants, plans to begin 
shipping in cattle within a 
month to its sprawling com-
plex of pens north of Haigler, 
a village in the far southwest 
corner of Nebraska.

The first shipments will 
slowly ramp up to 50,000 
head, and over the next 
two years, the feedlot is 
projected to expand to 
hold up to 150,000 cattle, 
the largest such complex 
in Nebraska and among 
the largest in the nation.

It’s been billed as a “be-
yond a state-of-the-art” 
feedlot with a rolled, com-
pacted concrete base that 
will reduce odors and flies 
and be easier to clean, im-
prove the health and weight-
gain of the cattle, and even-
tually allow the tons of ma-
nure to be used by biodi-
gesters to produce methane.

“It will have as much in-
novation as any feedlot in 
the state, much less the na-
tion,” said Dean Settje, 
whose Lancaster County-
based company is managing 
construction of the facility.

“I want this to be good. I 
want to really showcase this 
thing,” said Eric Behlke, a na-
tive of Benkelman and one of 
the three Canada-based vet-

erinarians behind the project.
Behlke, speaking from Al-

berta before stepping onto an 
airplane for a return to Ne-
braska, said the Blackshirt 
ownership group identified 
southwest Nebraska as 
“probably one of the best ar-
eas in the world to feed cattle.”

Original site 
discarded

Initially, a site 23 miles 
north of Benkelman was 
chosen and given initial ap-
proval as the location for the 
feedlot two years ago. But 
opposition to that site over 
concerns about groundwa-
ter quality and quantity 
prompted a move to a loca-
tion about seven miles 
north of Haigler, along the 
Colorado state line, a site 
with fewer nearby residents.

In this arid corner of the 
state, the $200 million proj-
ect was required to retire 
13 center-pivot irrigation 
systems to offset the water 
use projected for the feed-
lot, though Behlke said that 
probably only nine will 
have to be shut down when 
the site is fully operational.

More than 100 construction 
workers are putting the final 
touches on the first phase of 
the project. The feedlot is pro-
jected to employ more than 
120 workers with a projected 
annual payroll of $25 million 
to care for the livestock, mill 
the feed and run the digesters.

That is a major influx of 
population for  Dundy 
County, which has seen its 
population drop by 21% 
over the past dozen years to 
about 1,500 residents today.  

Local residents are divided 
on the project, with concerns 
raised about increased traffic 
and impacts on the locally 
depleted aquifer. Supporters 
cite the new, local market for 
corn, some increase in local 
housing and increased busi-
ness for local merchants.  

Paul Olson, a Dundy 
County commissioner who 
lives three miles from the 
feedlot, said one major con-
cern is a temporary railroad 
crossing that is on the route 
of a concrete road Black-
shirt built to the facility. A 
semitruck driver died in a 
collision with a train in June.

Olson said county officials 
and Blackshirt are working 
with the railroad to improve 
the crossing, but making 
such a change is taking 
more time than expected.

The project could also in-
crease the local population, 
though most of the new 
housing being built for work-
ers is in Wray, CO, about 20 
miles from the feedlot.

Owners point to 
experience

Behlke dismisses such 
skepticism, pointing out 
that veterinarians behind 
the project—Kee Jim, Calvin 

Booker and himself—have 
a combined 70 years of ex-
perience in the cattle feed-
ing business. New investors, 
with experience in feedlot 
ownership and operation, 
have come on board in re-
cent months, adding even 
more expertise, he said. 

Biodigesters and rolled 
concrete are in use at sev-
eral feedlots across the 
country, Behlke added.

A review by the Nebraska 
Department of Environment 
and Energy indicated that 
while the local aquifer had 
“declined” and had limited 
resources, it could be “vulner-
able to impact” if rainy condi-
tions returned to the area. 
State records indicated that 
groundwater levels were with-
in 5 feet of one of the runoff 
holding ponds at the facility.

But Behlke said the con-
crete pad on which the feed-
lot will be constructed pro-
vides more protection for the 
surface water and groundwa-
ter. All the collection ponds at 
the facility will be lined with 
high-density polyethylene, 
he said, to protect against 
leaching into the aquifer.

“With a project like this, 
ever ything has to be 
right,” he said.

Massive amounts of 
manure

Galen Erickson, a feedlot 
Extension specialist with the 
University of Nebraska, said 

such larger operations have 
advantages such as efficien-
cies of scale in purchasing 
grain and other supplies. 
But there are downsides, 
including the large amount 
of manure that needs to be 
disposed of safely.

Feedlot cattle produce an 
average of 11 tons of manure 
a year each, according to 
Utah State University. That’s 
550,000 tons over a year for a 
herd of 50,000 and would be 
more than 1.5 million tons if 
Blackshirt Feeders gets to its 
capacity of 150,000 head.

Behlke said the operation 
has contracts with local farm-
ers to spread the manure as 
fertilizer. The waste will be 
used to produce and sell 
methane when the digesters 
are operational, which will be 
put in operation later when 
there will be enough volume 
to make them workable.

The concrete pad on 
which the feedlot is being 
built—which will eventu-
ally cover nearly three-
fourths of a square mile—
makes the digesters feasi-
ble, Behlke said. Tradi-
tional, clay-lined feedlots 
mix too much dirt with the 
manure, making it imprac-
tical to produce methane. 

Another major innovation 
for the Blackshirt Feeders 
project is the use of beef-on-
dairy cattle, which are dairy 
cows impregnated using beef 
cattle semen. They produce 
a higher quality meat, ac-
cording to Behlke, and come 
with better data to track the 
best performing cattle, which 
helps managers produce the 
best beef at the best cost.

“The more efficient an ani-
mal is, the more protein we 
produce with a lesser amount 
of resources,” Behlke said.

Settje said use of a con-
crete pad and digesters to 
handle the waste isn’t new 
to the feedlot industry, 
though Blackshirt appears 
to be the first in Nebraska 
that will use a digester and 
the first built entirely on a 
rolled concrete pad. 

Behlke said the project 
has a good relationship with 
its neighbors and is designed 
to be “the most environmen-
tally friendly feedlot on the 
planet,” as well as the most 
efficient in producing meat. 

“We have always said what 
we’re going to do,” he said. 
“There’s plenty of evidence 
now that we’ve made good on 
our promises.” — Paul Ham-
mel, Nebraska Examiner

( S e n d  c a l e n d a r  of  eve nts 
information to editorial@wlj.net.)

Sept. 17-19 – Registration is now 

open for the Public Lands Council’s 
56th Annual Meeting that will be 
held in Grand Junction, CO. Details: 
tinyurl.com/2car3wwv.

CCOMING OMING EEVENTSVENTS
( S e n d c a l e n d
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ID governor commits $10M to aquifer
Idaho Gov. Brad Little (R) announced in late August 

that the state will commit another $10 million to improve 
the long-term health of the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer. 
“The added funds we announced today will get the wa-
ter levels in the aquifer headed in the right direction,” 
Little said in a statement. “It is part of an overall strategy 
to maintain our water destiny here in Idaho. Ultimately 
farmers, not government mandates, will drive the solu-
tions.” The $10 million is in addition to the $30 million-
plus that has been invested in the aquifer. The state 
water board will be directed to allocate the additional 
funding to projects that can improve the water supply in 
eastern Idaho and the Magic Valley.

Court declares Agridime a Ponzi scheme
In mid-August, the U.S. District Court for the Northern 

District of Texas declared Agridime operated as a Ponzi 
scheme beginning Oct. 1, 2021. Josh Link, one of Agridime’s 
owners, previously submitted an objection to the receiver’s 
motion for Ponzi determination, which read: “To Mr. Link’s 
knowledge, Agridime conducted legitimate cattle business 
and was not a Ponzi scheme.” The response continued, 
“Nevertheless, Mr. Link does not oppose the relief re-
quested in receiver’s motion with the understanding that 
obtaining this designation will assist receiver in maximiz-
ing the value of the receivership estate and, in turn, work 
towards ensuring that receiver will be able to pay back the 
purchasers of cattle contacts and any outstanding bills 
owed by Agridime.” The receivorship continues to negoti-
ate with a potential buyer of the company, according to an 
Agridime website update.

OR governor endorses national monument
Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek (D) penned a letter to President 

Joe Biden and Oregon Democratic Sens. Ron Wyden and 
Jeff Merkley to endorse protecting the Owyhee Canyon-
lands in the state. Kotek expressed her support of Senate 
bill S. 1890, the Malheur Community Empowerment for 
the Owyhee Act, which would designate more than 1.1 
million acres of public lands in the Canyonlands as a new 
wilderness area. If the legislation does not pass Congress 
this year, Kotek requested Biden designate the canyon-
lands as a national monument under the Antiquities Act. 
“By securing this designation, you will collectively send a 
powerful message that people from different perspectives 
and ideological persuasions can still come together to 
accomplish great feats,” she wrote.

Greens defend SEC final rule
A coalition of groups represented by Earthjustice filed an 

amicus brief in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit 
in defense of the Securities and Exchange Commission’s 
(SEC) final rule requiring public companies to disclose 
climate-related risks to their businesses. “The SEC has full 
legal authority to require detailed climate-related risk dis-
closures,” said Hana Vizcarra, senior attorney at Earthjustice. 
“These risks affect virtually every investor in U.S. public 
companies.” Earthjustice represents Americans for Financial 
Reform Education Fund, the Sierra Club, and Sierra Club 
Foundation along with Natural Resources Defense Council 
and Environmental Defense Fund.

IL, NE propose lab meat bans
Illinois and Nebraska are joining the lists of states with 

proposals to ban lab-grown meat. Illinois Rep. Chris 
Miller (R-101) introduced House Bill 5872 to ban culti-
vated meat in the state.  “Agriculture is big business in 
Illinois, and we don’t need fake meat laboratories creating 
a highly expensive product that tries to replicate real 
meat,” Miller said in a statement. The bill would ban the 
manufacturing, selling, and distribution of lab-grown 
meat across the state of Illinois. Violations would result 
in a Class C misdemeanor. Nebraska Gov. Jim and the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture announced new 
regulations against lab-grown meat. Pillen signed an 
executive order that prohibits state agencies from buying 
lab-grown or other meat alternatives. “We’re being proac-
tive and making sure that silly things aren’t happening, 
because they are happening on the Coasts,” Pillen said, 
speaking at Oak Barn Beef, according to the Nebraska 
Examiner. “If we sit back and wait until the grocery stores 
are full, that’s not the way we want to lead.”

Western Governors support outdoor rec bills
The 22 governors represented by the Western Gover-

nors’ Association wrote a letter to the Senate expressing 
their support for provisions in the America’s Outdoor 
Recreation Act of 2023 and the Expanding Public Lands 
Outdoor Recreation Experiences (EXPLORE) Act. The 
letter emphasized the need for federal agencies to coor-
dinate with states and local communities when imple-
menting strategies on federal public lands. In addition, 
the group supports building more housing, hiring more 
veterans and authorizing public-private partnerships to 
improve visitor services and maintain infrastructure. 
“Management decisions made within federal boundaries 
shape regional economic development and tourism,” the 
letter read.

Legal LedgerLegal Ledger

The decision to sell a 
cow from the herd is often 
influenced by a variety of 
factors, including her per-
formance, the quality of 
her offspring, cattle prices 
and marketing opportu-
nities among others, say 
the experts at Kansas 
State (K-State) Universi-
ty’s Beef Cattle Institute.

Speaking on a recent 
“Cattle Chat” podcast, the 
experts addressed a ques-
tion from a listener who 
asked about how a calf ’s 
performance should be 
factored into the decision 
to sell its mother.

“The decision to cull a 
cow from the herd is a 
complex decision and it 
usually isn’t just one thing 
that drives that decision,” 
K-State veterinarian Brian 
Lubbers said.

Specific to a calf’s perfor-
mance, if the cow is in good 
body condition but the calf 
is not at the appropriate 
weight for its age, K-State 
beef cattle nutritionist Phil-
lip Lancaster said it is like-
ly that the cow is not sup-
plying enough milk to meet 
that calf’s dietary needs.

“If the calf looks rough 
and the cow is in good 
shape, it tells me that calf 
is relying too much on the 
grass to meet its nutri-
tional needs, and in a 
drought environment that 
can be challenging,” Lan-
caster said.

K-State veterinarian 
Bob Larson agreed and 
advised producers to 
evaluate the cow’s udder. 

“If the calves are small-
er than expected, make 
sure to confirm the cow 

has a functional udder,” 
Larson said 

The experts agreed that 
studying the individual 
records can help make 
the decision to sell a cow 
that, historically, has 
raised small calves. 

“By looking at the year-
over-year records, a pro-
ducer can see what the 
trend has been,” K-State 
agricultural economist 
Dustin Pendell said. 

Those records can also 
tell producers the breed-
ing date, pregnancy status 
and date of calving, and 
Larson said those are im-
portant to know when 
evaluating the perfor-
mance of the cow-calf pair. 

“If the calf ’s perfor-
mance is lower than aver-
age, I’d look at when the 
cow calved relative to the 

others in the herd and her 
pregnancy status,” Larson 
said. “If she has a calf each 
year that is within a rea-
sonable weight per day of 
age, then I’d keep her in the 
herd rather than replacing 
her with a cow whose per-
formance is unknown.”

Larson added that the 
weaning weights of the 
calves will vary depend-
ing on the dam’s age.

Another factor that can 
influence the size of the 
calf is the cow’s diet dur-
ing pregnancy, according 
to Lancaster. 

“If those smaller calves 
are born to cows that 
aren’t getting enough nu-
trition in the mid-to-late 
gestation, it can have a 
stunting effect on those 
calves,” he said. — K-State 
Research and Extension

How off spin pfomnc 
in uncs cuin cision



WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 5

In 2019, Stephen Gasteyer, 
a Michigan State University 
(MSU) associate professor in 
the Department of Sociolo-
gy, led research on a report 
that was published detailing 
extensive findings into the 

accessibility of clean, sani-
tized water in the U.S. 

Of the discoveries Gasteyer 
and his team found, one ex-
posed the stark reality behind 
what part of the U.S. popula-
tion experiences daily: More 

than 2 million people living in 
the U.S. lack sufficient access to 
running water, indoor plumb-
ing or wastewater services. 

The report, a collaboration 
between the U.S. Water Alli-
ance, MSU and DigDeep—a 

nonprofit focused on bringing 
clean water and sanitation 
services to U.S. communi-
ties—gave further insight into 
the gap in U.S. water access, 
such as federal data falling 
short in accurately document-
ing water access across the 
country, race being the stron-
gest predictor of water and 
sanitation access, and poverty 
remaining a critical barrier in 
securing water services. 

Research also showed that 
inadequate water access af-
fects entire communities, not 
just isolated individuals living 
in remote parts of the country. 

“By doing community in-
terviews, we learned these 

aren’t just people who’ve 
chosen to live off the grid,” 
Gasteyer said. “It’s a popu-
lation that’s been system-
atically left out. They keep 
trying to get adequate water 
and sanitation services, but 
bump into issues around it.” 

To continue exploring the 
barriers blocking communi-
ties from gaining reliable ac-
cess to water, as well as shape 
potential resources to assist in 
securing access in the future, 
Gasteyer applied for and re-
ceived a $500,000 grant in 2022 
from the USDA’s National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture. 

The research project, which 
is funded through 2025, ex-

amines the relationship be-
tween water infrastructure 
and economic development 
in rural U.S. communities. 

Gasteyer, who holds a joint 
appointment with MSU Ag-
BioResearch, said the objec-
tives of this research are to 
analyze through data and 
case studies how investing in 
water infrastructure has his-
torically influenced eco-
nomic development in rural 
U.S. communities, as well as 
use the information gath-
ered to provide recommen-
dations for how to improve 
infrastructure while simulta-
neously promoting econom-
ic growth. — MSU Extension

Water infrastructure, economic development in the rural US

A group of farms and 
food companies led by Tri-
umph Foods LLC has asked 
a federal appeals court to 
review a Massachusetts 
federal court’s ruling that 
upheld the state’s animal 
welfare law created through 
ballot initiative Question 3.

A federal court ruled in 
July that the Federal Meat 
Inspection Act does not 
preempt the Massachu-
setts Prevention of Farm 
Animal Cruelty Act.

The state’s law bans the 
sale of pork meat that 
doesn’t meet sow housing 
requirements no matter 
where it is produced. In 
February, the U.S. District 
Court for the District of 
Massachusetts ruled that 
an exemption from the an-
imal welfare law for feder-
ally licensed meat-process-
ing plants operating in the 
state was unconstitutional.

Food companies joining 
Triumph Foods in an appeal 
filed with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 1st Circuit in 
Boston include Christensen 
Farms Midwest LLC; The 
Hanor Company of Wiscon-
sin LLC; New Fashion Pork 
LLP; Eichelberger Farms, 
Inc.; and Allied Producers’ 
Cooperative. 

Thirteen states also 
joined the original lawsuit 
including Iowa, Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, South Caroli-
na, South Dakota, Utah 
and Wyoming.

The appeal filed on Aug. 
13 asks the court to review 
the judgment and all or-
ders in that action ren-
dered by the U.S. District 
Court for the District of 

Massachusetts, including 
the companies’ motion for 
preliminary injunction re-
jected by the court.

The food companies had 
motioned the court to sever 
the sales ban from the law. 
Doing so would have made 
the law applicable only to 
farm owners in the state.

The companies argued 
the sales ban should be 
severed because it includes 
pork sold by federal facili-
ties. Pork producers repre-
sented in the case reside in 
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebras-
ka, Illinois, South Dakota, 
Wisconsin, Oklahoma, 
North Carolina, Missouri, 
Wyoming and Indiana.

U.S. District Judge Wil-
liam G. Young said in the 
July ruling that there was 
no conflict between the 
federal and state laws.

In addition, he said Tri-
umph Foods already has 
implemented a system that 
allows it to separate com-
pliant and noncompliant 
pork to be sold in Massa-
chusetts. The company 
processed over 11 million 
pounds of pork meat sold 
in the state in 2022.

Triumph provided esti-
mates to the court that the 
company processes about 
58,000 pigs per month in 
compliance with the act, 
which Triumph estimates 
to be about 700,000 com-
pliant pigs or 70 million 
lbs. per year available 
through Triumph.

In May 2023, the Supreme 
Court upheld California’s 
animal welfare law created 
as a result of Proposition 12, 
which was modeled after 
the Massachusetts law. — 
Todd Neeley, DTN envi-
ronmental editor

Food companies appeal 
animal welfare ruling

Beef masterclasses focus on 
alternative cuts in Eastern Europe

The U.S. Meat Export Fed-
eration (USMEF) partnered 
with a major European dis-
tributor to introduce and 
promote the quality and 
versatility of alternative U.S. 
beef cuts to current and po-
tential foodservice custom-
ers in Czechia (the Czech 
Republic) and Hungary. 

Importer/distributor Bid-
food, which supplies U.S. beef 
throughout Europe, hosted a 
three-day food exhibition in 
Prague, Czechia, for foodser-
vice clients and potential cus-
tomers in the region. An esti-
mated 12,000 people attended 
the exhibition with more than 
300 attendees also participat-
ing in three masterclasses 
about the U.S. shoulder clod, 
conducted by renowned U.S. 
chef Jay McCarthy. McCarthy 
also led a smaller class focus-
ing on the U.S. beef brisket. 

A variety of alternative 
cuts were also displayed 

and available for sampling 
at USMEF’s booth during 
the exhibition in Prague.

In Budapest, Hungary, Bid-
food organized two small-scale 
masterclasses with Chef Mc-
Carthy for a targeted group of 
foodservice clients. More than 
30 attended, in addition to Bid-
food sales representatives. Mc-
Carthy provided cutting and 
cooking demonstrations that 
revealed the versatility, tender-
ness and flavor of U.S. beef 
chuck, flank, flap and brisket. 

“Chef McCarthy’s classes 
demonstrated to foodservice 
clientele that U.S. beef is not 
just steaks and middle meats,” 
said USMEF Eastern Europe 
representative Yuri Barutkin. 
“We emphasized that be-
cause of our top-quality grain 
feeding regimen and our in-
comparable production sys-
tem, alternative cuts also 
provide a top-quality product 
for use in many recipes, in-

cluding ethnic cuisines.” 
Funding was provided 

by the Beef Checkoff Pro-
gram, Texas Beef Council 
and USDA’s Market Access 
Program. — USMEF
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The most common ques-
tion asked at market outlook 
presentations is “What is the 
market impact of all these 
beef-on-dairy calves?” There 
seems to be a perception that 
these calves represent an ad-
ditional number of cattle be-
yond the traditionally avail-
able cattle inventory data.

Historically, the dairy in-
dustry bred all cows to dairy 
genetics, using the 50% heifer 
calf crop to ensure sufficient 
heifers from which to select 
the best genetics for the milk-
ing herd. The male calves and 
culled females became part 
of the beef industry. 

The growing production of 
beef x dairy crossbred calves 
in recent years is the result of 
increased commercial feasi-
bility of sexed-semen tech-
nology. With sexed semen, 
dairy producers can target 
the production of dairy re-
placement heifers in a subset 
of genetically superior cows. 
This frees up the remaining 

dairy cows to utilize beef ge-
netics and produce crossbred 
calves.   

Straightbred dairy steers 
and heifers are heavily dis-
counted in beef markets be-
cause the light-muscled ani-
mals produce carcasses with 
less desirable muscle confor-
mation. Beef x dairy cross-
bred calves are significantly 
more valuable because the 
resulting carcasses have im-
proved muscling and carcass 
conformation. Straightbred 
dairy calves not used for milk 
replacements previously en-
tered the beef market simply 
as a residual, with limited—
or sometimes no—value in 
the beef industry. 

In contrast, beef x dairy 
cross calves are a significant 
source of revenue for dairy 
producers and are subject to 
management choices regard-
ing genetics and production. 
Numbers are uncertain but a 
significant percentage of po-
tential non-replacement 

dairy calf production today 
are beef x dairy crosses.

USDA estimated the Jan.1 
inventory of dairy cows at 
9.36 million head. The dairy 
herd is relatively stable and 
has only varied by 130,000 
head, or 1.4%, from maxi-
mum to minimum in the last 
10 years. The dairy industry 
contributes an average of 
roughly 26% of the total U.S. 
calf crop each year. The con-
tribution of the dairy industry 
to beef production does not 
change significantly year to 
year, although the relative 
share of dairy in beef produc-
tion increases slightly when 
the beef industry declines 
cyclically. 

Growth in production of 
beef x dairy crossbred calves 
does not represent any net 
additional production of 
cattle but rather a change in 
the genetic composition of 
dairy calf production. 

Dairy production, includ-
ing beef x dairy calves, is in-

cluded in the cattle inventory 
and production data that are 
routinely available. Calf crop, 
cattle on feed and slaughter 
data and other data include 
beef and dairy sectors and 
therefore already account for 
the beef x dairy calves now 
being produced in the dairy 
sector. Beef x dairy calf pro-
duction is not having much 
impact on total beef produc-
tion and market prices be-
yond what is already consid-
ered in market analysis. 

There are some impacts in 
specific meat markets be-
cause the beef cuts from beef 
x dairy carcasses may have 
access to markets previously 
closed to dairy beef. Argu-
ably, the biggest impact of 
beef x dairy production is the 
blurring of the historical de-
marcation between beef and 
dairy sectors in the U.S. — 
Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma 
State University Extension 
livestock marketing spe-
cialist

The impact of beef x dairy calves
Depredating grizzlies in WY relocated 

After consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Department captured and 
relocated two grizzly bears in August due to separate livestock 
depredation incidents. A male bear was relocated to the Five 
Mile Creek drainage near Yellowstone’s east entrance, while 
a female bear was moved to the Mormon Creek drainage 
west of Cody, WY. Relocation occurs when other deterrents 
are exhausted, with sites chosen based on the bear’s age, sex, 
conflict type and potential human activity in the area.

H5N1 confirmed in CA dairy herds
California officials have confirmed H5N1 avian flu out-

breaks in three dairy herds. Clinical signs consistent with 
highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) emerged between 
Aug. 23-25, leading to testing by the California Animal Health 
and Food Safety lab and confirmation by the National Vet-
erinary Services Laboratory. The affected dairies are now 
under quarantine, with enhanced biosecurity measures. Sick 
cows are isolated and treated, while healthy cows continue 
to ship milk for pasteurization. The ongoing investigation has 
traced recent animal movements, prioritizing additional 
testing based on epidemiologic risk. The Centers for Disease 
Control and the California Department of Public Health have 
said this flu strain poses a low risk to public health. 

USDA announces funds for sheep industry
USDA announced $300,000 in grant funding available 

through the Sheep Production and Marketing Grant 
Program, with applications open until Sept. 30. “Projects 
funded by this program will help build and support the 
infrastructure needed to ensure sustainable sheep pro-
duction and enhanced marketing of U.S. sheep products 
for years to come,” said USDA Under Secretary for Mar-
keting and Regulatory Programs Jenny Lester Moffitt. In 
2024, Congress allocated additional funding to the Na-
tional Sheep Industry Improvement Center (NSIIC) to 
address challenges in the sheep industry, foster partner-
ships and prevent duplication of efforts. Applications will 
be reviewed by the NSIIC Board of Directors, who will 
make funding recommendations to USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service. For more information, visit nsiic.org. 

Anthrax confirmed in WY herds
Anthrax has been confirmed in several beef herds in Carbon 

County, WY, marking the first cases in the state for cattle since 
the 1970s. The Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory con-
firmed the diagnosis on Aug. 31, with assistance from private 
veterinarians. Anthrax, caused by the spore-forming bacteria 
Bacillus anthracis, can remain dormant in soil for years and 
is typically triggered by drought followed by heavy rain. In-
fected livestock may display sudden death, weakness or dif-
ficulty breathing. Livestock owners should report any sus-
pected cases to their veterinarians or the Wyoming Livestock 
Board at 307-777-7515 or lsbforms-applications@wyo.gov.

USDA launches online debt tool
USDA has launched the Debt Consolidation Tool, an 

online resource available on farmers.gov that helps agri-
cultural producers evaluate potential savings by consoli-
dating farm operating debt with USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) or a local lender. This tool is part of FSA’s 
broader efforts to modernize farm loan programs, enhance 
customer service and support farmers’ financial viability, 
the agency said. The Debt Consolidation Tool is easy to 
access, requiring no farmers.gov account, and runs on most 
web browsers. FSA has also introduced significant updates 
to farm loan programs, including a Loan Assistance Tool 
and Online Loan Application, to simplify and automate 
the loan process for over 26,000 producers annually.

Records show violations at Boar’s Head
A Boar’s Head deli meat plant in Virginia linked to a 

deadly listeria outbreak has repeatedly violated federal 
regulations, according to newly released documents. Records 
obtained by CBS News through the Freedom of Information 
Act revealed 69 instances of noncompliance with federal 
rules over the past year. Violations included “heavy discol-
ored meat buildup,” “meat overspray on walls” and flies 
“going in and out” of pickle vats. Inspectors also found “black 
patches of mold” on the ceiling and blood puddles with a 
“rancid smell in the cooler.” Despite repeated notifications, 
the plant continued to operate under unsafe conditions, 
resulting in nine deaths and hospitalizations in 18 states. Last 
month, Boar’s Head recalled over 7 million pounds of deli 
meats after tests confirmed listeria contamination.

Jerky recalled for lack of inspection
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) an-

nounced Hickory Hollow Jerky, an Alabama establish-
ment, is recalling approximately 6,229 pounds of ready-
to-eat jerky products produced without federal inspection. 
The products, including beef and bacon jerky, were made 
between Jan. 19 and Aug. 21. After a change in ownership 
on June 11, the establishment continued to label products 
with the USDA mark of inspection despite requesting to 
halt FSIS inspection activities. The jerky was distributed 
to retail locations across several states and sold online. 
Consumers with questions about the recall can contact 
Charles O’Neill, current co-owner of Hickory Hollow Jerky, 
at 262-745-5103 or HickoryHollowBeefJerky@gmail.com.

SSTORY TORY SSHORTSHORTS



WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL SEPTEMBER 9, 2024 7

2
0

2
4

October 18 - 19th
Fresno, CA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18TH

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19TH
•

• 

•    Live cattle handling demonstrations.
•    Breakout sessions covering              

BQA Certification and industry
updates. 

stockmanshipandstewardship.org

Join us for an outstanding two
day event sponsored by Neogen!

Stockmanship and Stewardship is a unique educational experience featuring live cattle
handling demonstrations, Beef Quality Assurance educational sessions, and industry updates

BQA for Transportation Certification 

      biosecurity, nutrition, and industry          
      hot topics.

you won’t find anywhere else.

research, BLM said.
The plan includes five al-

ternatives: four action alter-
natives and one no-action 
alternative (Alternative A).

The preferred alternative 
(Alternative C) would split 
the monument into four 
management zones, which 
BLM said would “selectively 
allow for discretionary uses 
in appropriate settings.”

The management zones 
would be similar to those 
proposed under the 2000 
plan and comprise the 
front country, passage, out-
back and primitive zones. 

The front country zone 
would allow day-use and 
overnight opportunities for 
visitors and there would be 
an emphasis on educating 
visitors about the monument. 
The passage area would be 
the secondary area for visi-
tors and provide less devel-
oped opportunities. The out-
back zone would limit devel-
opment across 558,700 acres 
but allow motorized vehicles 
on designated roads. The 
primitive zone would provide 
an “undeveloped, primitive, 
and self-directed visitor expe-
rience without motorized or 
mechanized recreational ac-
cess” on more than 1.2 mil-
lion acres.

Under the preferred alter-
native, all allotments that are 
not under permit would be 
made unavailable for live-
stock grazing. Allocated ani-
mal unit months would be the 

total permitted use of avail-
able allotments. Land health 
assessments would be re-
quired within departed water-
sheds and changes in grazing 
management would be made 
according to the assessments.

No new structural range 
improvements would be 
permitted unless a current 
land health assessment 
was completed. BLM would 
also prohibit nonstructural 
range improvements with 
a primary focus of increas-
ing livestock forage.

For vegetation manage-
ment, the front country, pas-
sage and outback areas would 
focus on proactive manage-
ment, while the primitive ar-
ea would focus on natural 
management. The alternative 
would also designate two ar-
eas of critical concern.

Alternative B emphasizes 
flexibility in planning-level 
direction to maximize the 
potential for actions that may 
be compatible with the pro-
tection of monument objects.

Alternative D would mini-
mize active management 
and limit discretionary uses. 
Land use allocations would 
curtail discretionary uses 
such as recreation, livestock 
grazing, rights-of-ways and 
special activities under rec-
reation permits. The alterna-
tive would also limit manage-
ment actions such as vegeta-
tion management to empha-
size natural conditions.

BLM added another alter-
native, Alternative E, follow-
ing public input after the 
draft management plan’s 

release. Alternative E is 
based on Alternative C and 
components from the other 
alternatives. Under this al-
ternative, the management 
areas would serve primarily 
as a tool for managing visi-
tation and allowable uses.

A 60-day review by Utah 
Gov. Spencer Cox (R) began 
on Aug. 30 and a protest 
period will end Sept. 30.  

Reactions
The Public Lands Coun-

cil (PLC) has criticized the 
Biden administration for 
restoring the monument to 
its original size, saying the 
Bi d e n  a d m i n i s t rat i o n 
chose to make designations 
rather than collaborate 
with local stakeholders.

“By ignoring efforts to 
reach a constructive, per-
manent solution, the ad-
ministration has prolonged 
the back-and-forth politi-
cal football that occurs 
with national monument 
boundaries during each 
change of administration,” 
PLC said when the desig-
nation was first announced.

The group said expand-

ing the monument to 1.87
million acres directly con-
flicts with the Antiquities
Act’s direction to protect the
smallest area compatible.

Other conservation and
environmental groups
applauded the new plan.

“Moving forward, we ex-
pect that the monument will
once again be managed to
protect what makes it like
nowhere else—remarkable
paleontological discoveries
and cultural sites, jaw drop-
ping scenery, and outstand-
ing intact and diverse natural
ecosystems,” said Kya
Marienfeld, Southern Utah
Wilderness Alliance attorney.

The Conservation Lands
Foundation said the plan ap-
pears to be a positive step
toward a more conservation-
oriented approach. “An up-
dated Resource Manage-
ment Plan that includes the
acreage restored by President
Biden will help ensure the
agency can continue to pro-
tect the monument’s many
natural, cultural and historic
values,” said Ben Katz of the
Conservation Lands Foun-
dation. — Anna Miller, WLJ
managing editor

MONUMENT
(from page 1)

Monument would be split into zones

USDA’s Economic Research 
Service (ERS) forecasts infla-
tion-adjusted U.S. net cash 
farm income (NCFI), defined 
as gross cash income minus 
cash expenses, will decrease 
by $16.3 billion (9.6%) to 
$154.1 billion in 2024. 

This would come after an 
NCFI decrease of $52.9 billion 
(23.7%) in 2023 from an all-time 
high of $223.3 billion in 2022. 
U.S. net farm income (NFI) is 
forecast to decrease by $10.2 
billion (6.8%) to $140.0 billion 
in 2024. This reduction follows 
a drop of $43.3 billion (22.4%) 
in NFI in 2023 from an all-time 
high of $193.5 billion in 2022 
(after adjusting for inflation). 

Net farm income is a broad-
er measure of farm sector prof-
itability that incorporates non-
cash items, including changes 
in inventories, economic de-
preciation and gross imputed 

rental income. Despite these 
declines, if forecasts are real-
ized, NCFI and NFI would stay 
above their respective 200423 
averages in 2024. Underlying 
these forecasts, cash receipts 
for farm commodities are pro-
jected to fall by $23.3 billion 
(4.3%) to $516.5 billion in 
2024, primarily because of 
lower crop receipts. 

However, a $16.2 billion 
(3.4%) reduction in production 
expenses is expected to mod-
erate the overall decline. Un-
derlying these forecasts, cash 
receipts for farm commodities 
are projected to fall by $23.3 
billion (4.3%) to $516.5 billion 
in 2024, primarily because of 
lower crop receipts. 

However, a $16.2 billion 
(3.4%) reduction in pro-
duction expenses is expect-
ed to moderate the overall 
decline. — USDA ERS 

Farm sector profits 
forecast to fall in 2024

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of livestock producers, 
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities calendar 
lists internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- and 
livestock-focused students, listed by 
application deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to announce, 
please email it to editorial@wlj.net.)

Sept. 15  – T h e  M o n t a n a 
Stockgrowers Association is 
a c c e p t i n g  i n t e r n s h i p 
applications for its 2024 Annual 
Convention, scheduled for Dec. 
4-6 in Billings, MT. Details: 
mtbeef.org/careers.

Youth Opportunities
(I ff t t
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University of Missouri 
(Mizzou) researchers are 
working to develop the first-
ever vaccine proven to pro-
tect cattle from a devastat-
ing tick-borne cattle disease 
known as bovine anaplas-
mosis. The research is vital 
to the state’s economy as it 
aims to protect Missouri’s 
$1.6 billion cattle industry.

Bovine anaplasmosis—
which is common in Mis-
souri—infects the red blood 
cells of cattle and causes 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in economic losses na-
tionwide each year and 
nearly $1 billion in losses 
worldwide, primarily due to 
reduced cattle production, 
treatment costs and deaths.

Roman Ganta, a McKee 
endowed professor in Miz-
zou’s College of Veterinary 
Medicine and a Bond Life 
Sciences Center research-
er, led the study that cre-
ated the new vaccine. The 
work involved genetically 
modifying the pathogen 
Anaplasma marginale—
which causes bovine ana-
plasmosis—in a lab. By 
deleting a specific gene 
and then injecting the 
modified pathogen into 
cattle, the vaccinated cattle 
were successfully immu-
nized against the disease.

“I often receive calls from 
cattle producers who are 
excited about our research 
and want to know how soon 
they can get the vaccine,” 
Ganta said. “There is cur-
rently no effective, widely 
available, vaccine for the 
disease, and cattle farmers 
are very worried about the 
disease harming or killing 
their cattle. We want to help 
farmers in Missouri and 
around the world and are 
working hard to come up 
with a viable solution.”

Moving the needle 
forward

Ganta, who has been 
researching molecular ge-
netics and vector-borne 
diseases for more than 30 
years, was hired at Mizzou 
in 2023 as part of Mizzou-
Forward, a 10-year, $1.5 
billion transformational 
effort that focuses on fac-
ulty expansion, infra-
structure growth and stu-
dent success.

Throughout his career, 
Ganta has published more 
than 100 studies in peer-
reviewed journals and 
earned more than $22 mil-
lion in grants from organi-
zations such as the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, 

the USDA, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, industry partners 
and foundations. He is an 
example of why Mizzou is 
a leading research univer-
sity and a member of the 
prestigious Association for 
American Universities.

Working at a land-grant 
university, Ganta’s research 
will ultimately help im-
prove the health of cattle—
and the agricultural econo-
my—throughout Missouri, 
particularly in rural areas.

“Missouri is a hotbed for 
tick-borne diseases, and 
b ov i n e  a n a p l a s m o s i s 
causes massive economic 
losses both here in Mis-
souri  and around the 
world,” Ganta said. “Mizzou 
has already made substan-
tial contributions to pro-
tecting cattle against ticks. 
For example, many farmers 
currently give their cattle 
an antibiotic called chlor-
tetracycline, which was first 
discovered at Mizzou’s San-
born Field in 1945. While 
effective, that medicine 
doesn’t fully eliminate the 
infection, so this new vac-
cine is an innovative step 
forward to fully eliminate 
the infection.”

Ganta said the new vac-
cine has been proven to 

give immunized cattle pro-
tection against bovine ana-
plasmosis for at least a 
month, and he and his 
team are eager to conduct 
additional research to de-
termine how long the ge-
netically modified patho-
gen can provide immunity 
for cattle. Ganta is also col-
laborating with industry 
partners to discuss future 
distribution of the new vac-
cine—which has been pat-
ented—to cattle producers.

“The genetically modi-
fied live vaccine offers pro-
tective immunity against 
wild-type Anaplasma mar-
ginale tick-transmission 
challenge” was published 
recently in Vaccine. Fund-
ing for the study was pro-
vided by the National In-
stitutes of Health and Rus-
sell L. Rustici Rangeland 
and Cattle Research En-
dowment, University of 
California, Davis. 

Mizzou—the state of Mis-
souri’s flagship and most 
prominent research univer-
sity—has been on the front-
lines of tick research for 
years. A 2021 Mizzou study 
found recent increases in 
both the number and sever-
ity of tick-borne diseases in 
the Midwest, particularly in 
the humid climates of Mis-

souri, Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Arkansas. The docu-
mentation of what, when 
and where ticks are present 
helps public health officials 
better understand the threat 
of tick-borne diseases to 
people, pets and livestock.

Researchers in Mizzou’s 
College of Veterinary Med-
icine and College of Health 
Sciences also were the first 
to identify the invasive 

longhorned tick in north-
ern Missouri in 2022 and 
in Boone County, MO, in 
2023. Mizzou’s Veterinary 
Medical Diagnostic Labo-
ratory assists livestock 
producers who notice var-
ious health issues in their 
cattle with tracking down 
the causes of such signs in 
an effort to support Mis-
souri's agriculture indus-
try. — Mizzou Extension

Mizzou working to create vaccine for anaplasmosis

A Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medical Diagnostic Labo-
ratory (TVMDL) expert ad-
vises horse owners to take 
proactive steps to protect 
their horses after cases of 
eastern equine encephali-
tis (EEE) infections in two 
Houston County, TX, hors-
es were confirmed. These 
are the first reported cases 
of the mosquito-borne ill-
ness in Texas, according to 
the Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC).

As a protective measure, 
equine owners are encour-
aged to consider vaccinat-
ing their horses against 
mosquito-borne illnesses 
such as EEE, western 
e q u i n e  e n c e p h a l i t i s 
(WEE), Venezuelan equine 
encephalitis (VEE) and 
West Nile Virus (WNV). 

Mosquitoes most often 
transmit EEE, WEE and VEE 
after the insects have ac-
quired the virus from birds 
and/or rodents. Humans are 
also susceptible to these vi-
ruses when bitten by an in-
fected mosquito, but direct 
horse-to-horse or horse-to-
human transmission is very 
rare. EEE is rare in humans, 
with an average of 11 cases 
reported each year, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Terry Hensley, DVM, 
TVMDL assistant agency 
director and Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
veterinarian, said horse 
owners should take pre-
cautions to protect their 
animals against infection.

“WNV and EEE are the two 
mosquito-borne diseases we 
see the most in horses,” he 
said. “Equine owners should 
familiarize themselves with 
diseases as they are a poten-
tial threat each year from 
spring through early fall.”

Signs of infection
Infection causes nonspe-

cific clinical signs and often 
affects the central nervous 
system. Affected equines 
should be given supportive 
care based on the severity 
of their symptoms.

Clinical signs may include: 
• Moderate to high fever 

of 102.5-104.5 F.
• Severe depression, 

known as “sleeping sickness.”
• Behavior changes. 
• Impaired vision. 
• Circling or head pressing. 

• Muscle twitches. 
• Inability to swallow. 
• Paralysis. 
• Convulsions. 
• Death.
Equine owners or pro-

ducers who suspect EEE, 
WEE or VEE, should contact 
their private veterinarian for 
evaluation. All confirmed 
diagnoses or suspected cas-
es must be reported to the 
TAHC at 1-800-550-8242. 

Prevention
The EEE, WEE and VEE 

vaccinations, repeated at 
least annually, effectively 
prevent clinical disease. 
Private veterinarians 
should be consulted if 
horses are in or traveling 
to higher-risk areas, in-
cluding near the border of 
Mexico. Higher-risk areas 
have year-round mosqui-
to populations or have 
previously reported cases.

Owners and producers 
should reduce mosquito 
attractants, such as stand-
ing water. Place fans where 
the horses rest and limit 
their outdoor activities at 
dawn and dusk. Owners 
can also use equine-ap-
proved mosquito repel-
lent to deter bites. Mos-
quito dunks approved for 
water troughs can be used 
to prevent mosquito lar-
vae development.

“Aside from practicing 
mosquito control around 
your barn, stable and 
home environment, the 
primary method of reduc-
ing risk in horses for these 
mosquito-borne viruses is 
vaccination,” Hensley said. 
“The vaccines available for 
both diseases have proven 
to be very effective.”

According to Hensley, 
most documented cases 
of WNV and EEE come 
from nonvaccinated or 
under-vaccinated horses. 
TVMDL experts encour-
age horse owners to work 
with their veterinarians to 
establish a vaccination 
program, especially in ar-
eas with a historical pres-
ence of both viruses.

General disease infor-
mation and how to protect 
horses from these mosqui-
to-borne diseases of equine 
species can be found on 
the TAHC website, www.
tahc.texas.gov. — Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension

Equine owners advised 
to act against EEE
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Fall is an important time 
to consider what to do with 
regrowth for alfalfa and oth-
er perennial forage plants, 
according to North Dakota 
State University (NDSU) Ex-
tension specialists.

As days grow shorter, al-
falfa will begin to translocate 
sugars from leaves to the 
roots and crowns to be stored 
as carbohydrates, said James 
Rogers, forage crops produc-
tion specialist for NDSU Ex-
tension. The plant will use 
these stored carbohydrates 
to initiate spring growth. 

This storage process will 
continue as long as the plant 
is actively growing and ends 
at the first killing freeze (24 
F). Once alfalfa has stored 
its carbohydrate reserves, 
harvesting or grazing alfalfa 
can deplete them, prevent-
ing the crop from replenish-
ing those reserves before the 
end of the growing season.

“Gauging that last alfalfa 

harvest timing can be tricky,” 
Rogers said. “Ideally, alfalfa 
needs 500 growing degree 
days or five to six weeks before 
a killing frost to allow enough 
time for carbohydrate storage 
to occur. Using North Dakota 
Agricultural Weather Net-
work (NDAWN) data and cal-
culating growing degree days 
for alfalfa, the last harvest for 
alfalfa would be sometime the 
first week of September.”

The exact timing for a final 
harvest or grazing can vary. A 
late harvest is fine for an older 
alfalfa stand that will come out 
of rotation the following year. 
Well-established alfalfa stands 
that are four years old or less 
can tolerate a later harvest 
than older stands. The alfalfa 
variety and winter survival 
rating can also influence the 
timing of a final harvest. Win-
ter severity is an unpredictable 
factor. Good snow cover and 
slow spring melts are better for 
alfalfa winter survival follow-

ing a late-season harvest than 
an open, warm winter.

Rogers describes two 
strategies for late-season 
alfalfa management.

The first option is to com-
plete harvest or grazing by 
early September to allow for 
carbohydrate reserves to 
accumulate. Any regrowth 
that occurs will carry into 
and through winter.

The second option is to de-
lay harvest or grazing long 
enough that carbohydrate re-
serves are developed but tem-
peratures are low enough that 
any regrowth that occurs will 
not severely deplete carbohy-
drate reserves before a killing 
freeze. Little alfalfa regrowth 
will occur once temperatures 
consistently average 41 F, 
generally in mid-October.

For either strategy, Rogers 
recommends farmers and 
ranchers leave a 4-to-6-inch 
residual height for crown pro-
tection and snow catch. A late-

season hay cutting can be good 
quality, but curing can be an 
issue due to cooler tempera-
tures and higher humidity.

Grazing late-season alfalfa 
can extend the grazing sea-
son with high-quality forage, 
but Rogers advises using 
caution when grazing alfalfa 
due to bloat risk. Bloat risk 
increases with frost-dam-
aged alfalfa, which causes 
plant cells to burst, increas-
ing protein solubility. Bloat 
risk is the highest following 
a killing freeze. Avoid grazing 
alfalfa for at least 10 days fol-
lowing a killing freeze to al-
low alfalfa time to dry down 
and completely die back.

“Alfalfa is a wonderful pe-
rennial forage crop that can 
have a long stand life in the 
Dakotas. Allowing alfalfa to 
build and preserve its carbo-
hydrate root reserves before 
winter will help maintain 
and extend its lifespan,” Rog-
ers said. — NDSU Extension

Make a plan for late-season alfalfa management

USDA’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service 
(FSIS) released new 
guidel ines  re cent ly 
aimed at strengthening 
documentation in sup-
port of environmental or 
animal-raising labeling 
claims on meat and 
poultry products after a 
recent study found anti-
biotics  in l ivestock 
raised for the no-antibi-
otics market.

Among the guidelines 
is USDA’s call for meat 
and poultry companies 
to do more to verify 
claims that the products 
are raised antibiotic-
free. FSIS last updated 
its guidelines on such 
claims in 2019.

FSIS conducted a 
study along with USDA’s 
Agricultural Research 
Service (ARS) aimed at 
learning more about the 
veracity of no-antibiot-
ics claims. 

“The study found an-
tibiotic residues in ap-
proximately 20% of sam-
ples tested from the 
‘raised without antibiot-
ics’ market,” FSIS said in 
a news release. 

The agency said it col-
lected liver and kidney 
samples from 196 eligi-
ble cattle at 84 slaughter-
houses in 34 states. The 
ARS analyzed the sam-
ples targeting more than 
180 veterinary drugs in-
cluding antibiotics.

“The action FSIS is 
taking through the pub-
lishing of this guidance 
today addresses these 
concerning findings and 
makes clear that FSIS 
will take enforcement 
action against any estab-
lishments found to be 
making false or mislead-
ing negative antibiotic 
claims,” the agency said.

FSIS said it informed 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e nt s 
about the positive re-
sults from the study and 
advised them to con-
duct a “root-cause anal-
ysis and implement cor-
rective actions.”

The agency said it ad-
vised the establish-
ments to determine how 
antibiotics were intro-
duced into animals and 
“to take appropriate 
measures to ensure that 
future products are not 
misbranded.”

In the updated guide-

lines, FSIS said it “strong-
ly encourages” the use of 
third-party certification 
to substantiate animal-
raising or environment-
related claims.

Third-party certifica-
tion of animal-raising or 
environment-related 
claims, the agency said, 
helps ensure that such 
claims are “truthful and 
not misleading” by hav-
ing an independent or-
ganization verify that 
their standards are be-
ing met on the farm for 
the raising of animals 
and for environmental 
stewardship.

T h e  re v i s e d  F S I S 
guidelines also empha-
size “more robust” doc-
umentation for environ-
ment-related and ani-
mal-raising claims.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e 
guideline recommends 
companies using “nega-
tive” antibiotic claims on 
labeling implement rou-
tine sampling and testing 
programs to detect anti-
biotic use in animals 
prior to slaughter or ob-
tain third-party certifica-
tion that includes testing.

FSIS said animal-rais-
ing claims such as “raised 
without antibiotics,” 
“grass-fed” and “free-
range,” and environment-
related claims such as 
“raised using regenerative 
agriculture practices” and 
“climate-friendly,” are vol-
untary marketing claims. 

The documentation 
submitted by companies 
to support such claims is 
reviewed by FSIS and 
can only be included on 
meat and poultry labels 
after they are approved 
by the agency. FSIS said 
the sampling results 
may lead to additional 
testing by the agency. 

“FSIS has the author-
ity to collect samples 
any time it believes a 
product is mislabeled 
with any claim covered 
by the guidance,” the 
agency said. 

“Moreover, FSIS may 
consider future addi-
tional actions, including 
random sampling and 
rulemaking, to further 
strengthen the substan-
tiation of animal-raising 
and environment-relat-
ed claims.” — Todd Nee-
ley, DTN environmen-
tal editor

UDSA tests claims of 
antibiotic-free meat

“The study found antibiotic 
residues in approximately 
20% of samples tested 
from the ‘raised without 
antibiotics’ market.” 
— FSIS
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When the rain comes, it 
may be too late to grow 
more pasture forage for 
your livestock without 
causing more long-term 
damage. If you have crop 
land—especially corn si-
lage, early soybeans or even 
pasture—that could use 
renovations, now is the time 
to find seed and be optimis-
tic for rain sometime this 
fall. Your decisions on the 
possible forage crop to 
plant will depend on when 
the rain finally comes and 
the timing of your forages 
needs. These forages can be 
planted as single species or 
as a mix. However, a mix 
may reduce yield, especial-
ly since moisture will be 
lacking for a while even 
when it does finally rain.

Oats
The first option for fall 

forage is spring oats or win-
ter oats. These are both oats, 
but they are not the same. 
Spring oats are Ohio’s most 
common type of oats that 
have been successfully used 
as a forage crop planted in 
the late summer, but they 
have been planted through 
mid-September with yields 
of almost three-quarters of 
a ton dry matter per acre. 
These yields may not be 
enough to mechanically 
harvest but can be success-
fully grazed. 

Each year is different, but 
the first of October is the 
latest you would want to 
plant spring oats for grazing 
forage, however black oats 
or winter oats could possi-
bly be planted through mid-
October for forage. Winter 
oats will germinate with 
temperatures as low as 38 F 
but will germinate and grow 
faster with warmer tem-
peratures. Winter oats sur-
vive until temperatures are 
at or below 14 F for multiple 
hours while spring oats win-
ter kill after a couple hours 
of temperatures at or below 
20 F. Both types of oats 
should be planted at 100-
120 pounds per acre to 
maximize yield. 

Winter annual cereal 
grains

Winter annual cereal 
grains allow for two possi-
ble grazing periods and 
increase the chance of your 
forage getting the neces-
sary rains to grow. All of 
these follow similar graz-
ing rules that you want at 
least 5 to 8 inches of winter 
growth before grazing in 
the fall and then allow it to 
regrow in the spring with a 
goal of keeping the crop 
less than 10 inches in the 
spring for the highest-qual-
ity forage. 

Cereal rye is the hardiest 
of these options that con-
tinue to grow in the winter 
on warm days. Cereal rye 
will germinate when soil 
temperature is as low as 33 
F and grows any time tem-
peratures are above 38 F, 
allowing for the greatest 
possibility of over winter 
growth. 

Winter wheat is also a 
common choice but usually 
has less winter tonnage and 
slower spring growth than 
cereal rye. Wheat truly goes 
above-ground dormant in 
the winter, only growing 
roots anytime when tem-
peratures are above freez-
ing. Wheat takes 4-6 weeks 
of temperatures at or below 
50 F at the soil surface/
crown for the wheat to be-
come winter hardy. 

Once wheat goes dor-
mant for the winter, it takes 
about 14 days of tempera-
tures above 41 F to break 
dormancy and grow again. 
Wheat can be grazed while 
it is dormant but if you want 
spring growth, overgrazing 
can increase crown damage 
and decrease spring re-
growth. 

Triticale is another op-
tion that grows more ton-
nage than wheat but ma-
tures slower than cereal rye. 
As a genetic cross between 
the two it brings the cold 
hardiness of rye with the 
higher feed quality of 
wheat. It will germinate 
when soil temperatures are 
at 38 F and grows very slow 
when temperatures are 
above 38 F. 

For all of these winter an-
nual cereal crops, seeding 
rates should be between 
2-2.5 bushels per acre. 
While these crops can ger-
minate on the soil surface, 
having good seed to soil 
contact will greatly improve 
germination and your suc-
cess. Seeding depths should 
be between three-quarters 
to1.5 inches deep “into the 
moisture” when possible. 
Most of these crops require 
soil moisture to be at 34% 
for the crop to germinate. 

One of the greatest risks is 
a crop that gets just enough 
moisture to germinate but 
not enough to grow; deeper 
seeding depths can assist 
with this issue. Cereal rye 
and triticale generally have 
more fall growth than win-
ter wheat but there are 
about 1,100 lbs. of grazeable 
dry matter per acre for fall/
winter grazing from a winter 
wheat crop and additional 
spring green up grazing. Ni-
trogen fertilization is critical 
with these crops to maxi-
mize tonnage. 

One additional crop that 
can be incorporated when 
these crops are used for 
grazing is winter turnips. 
Livestock will eat both the 
tops and the turnip bulbs. 
Depending on the variety, 
turnip tops will survive until 
temperatures fall below 15 
F and bulbs often stay firm 
through temperatures as 
low as 0 F. Turnips can assist 
with soil compaction reme-
diation and provide live-
stock with a very digestible 
forage source. Seeding rates 
are usually 1-3 lbs. per acre 
with lower rates preferred 
for most forage mixes. — 
Jason Hartschuh, Exten-
sion field specialist, Ohio 
State University Extension

Forage options 
when the rain comes

pioneer and cofounder of 
the Red Angus Association 
of America, George Chiga, 
named this group of traits 
as “convenience traits.” He 
would rhetorically ask, 
“How much weight do you 
need? Enough to make 
money and after that focus 
on convenience (i.e. lower 
costs).” Chiga followed 
what he preached by work-
ing a large herd of seed-
stock cows almost exclu-
sively by himself. He sim-
ply didn’t have the time or 
patience for trouble cows. 

Chiga was a true vision-
ary, and his philosophy 
has never rung truer than 
it does today. The com-
mercial databases on the 
western U.S. have demon-
strated that  weaning 
weights in the arid and 
semi-arid West plateaued 
nearly 20 years ago. There-
fore, continuing to push 
seedstock with more ge-
netic potential for produc-
tion past what a producer’s 
environment will support 
is a costly mistake. Instead, 
it is time to follow Chiga’s 
advice and add genetics for 
trouble-free cattle that will 
lower an operation’s costs, 
labor and the hassle factor 
of dealing trouble cows.

Dr. Jim Gibb backed this 
up with science in his pre-
sentation, “Functional traits 
affecting cow efficiency” at 
the 1984 Beef Cow Efficien-
cy Forum. He indicated 
there were four fairly com-
mon definitions of a func-
tional cow, which were: 1) a 
cow that does not cost extra 
time and labor, 2) a cow that 
works for you instead of you 

working for her, 3) a cow 
that is problem-free, and 4) 
a cow that returns a profit. 
Gibb demonstrated that 
functional traits were heri-
table and would respond to 
selection. He also intro-
duced the American Polled 
Hereford Association’s—
where he was working at the 
time—udder suspension 
and teat scoring system.

Gibb continued: “Some 
general consequences of 
functional problems that 
affect cow herd efficiency 
are: 1) Lower cow and calf 
sale weights, 2) higher-
than-optimum replace-
ment rates, 3) increased 
labor, 4) increased death 
loss, 5) diminished conve-
nience and 6) safety.”

Genetic predictions 
for teats, udders

Angus Genetics, Inc.’s 
(AGI)—a subsidiary of the 
American Angus Associa-
tion—release of its research 
EPDs for teat and udder 
scores is another feather in 
their cap in describing func-
tional traits. In their recent 
report on the new genetic 
predictions, they explained: 
“In the suite of traits to im-
prove maternal function, 
good udder structure plays 
an important role in beef 
production. Even though 
milk is not the end product 
from a beef production sys-
tem, good udder structure 
is related to cow longevity 
and health, as well as calf 
survival and growth from 
birth to weaning.”

To facilitate the produc-
tion of the new EPD, AGI 
designed a new teat and 
udder scoring chart, which 
they feel best reflects the 

variation seen in the current 
Angus population. The new 
system does not reflect the 
same amount of variation 
that was seen in the original 
charts designed by Gibb in 
the 1980s as they feel the 
teats and udder have im-
proved since that time.

The teat and udder score-
card are based on a 1 to 9 
system, with one represent-
ing very large and mishap-
pen teat size and very pen-
dulous udder suspension. 
Conversely, 9 represents 
very small teat size and very 
tight udder suspension. 

AGI guidelines are the 
following: scoring should 
be done within 24 hours 
of calving, use the weakest 
quarter to score both teat 
size and udder suspen-
sion, score both teat size 
and udder suspension on 
a 1-9 scale, independent-
ly and it’s best if one per-
son scores all females in a 
management group. 

Data collection has gone 
over very well. AGI had his-
toric records on approxi-
mately 50,000 cows from 
2020 and all previous years. 
However, in 2023, they col-
lected teat and udder scores 
on approximately 45,000 
cows, and they are up 14% 
year to date on data collec-
tion in 2024. Once the data 
was put into contemporary 
groups and non-informa-
tive data was removed, there 
were over 148,000 records 
on cows with teat and udder 
scores, representing more 
than 87,000 individual cows. 
The reason the number of 
records exceeds the number 
of cows in the data set is 
because records are gener-
ally collected each year a 
cow remains in the herd, 

which is commonly referred 
to as repeated measures. 

Teat size and udder sus-
pension are moderately 
heritable at 0.32 and 0.28, 
respectively, and the traits 
are highly correlated at 
0.77. For perspective, the 
teat and udder heritabilities 
are very similar to weaning 
weight direct, which is 0.28. 

In addition, AGI reports: 
“A negative correlation ex-
ists between teat size and 
weaning weight direct 
(-0.14) and maternal [of-
ten referred as Milk EPD] 
(-0.17); this relationship is 
similar between udder 
suspension and weaning 
weight direct (-0.11), and 
maternal (-0.24).”

The median teat size and 
udder suspension score 
were both 7, so on average, 
the breed is in good shape 
for the traits. However, like 
any trait, there are outliers 
in the population with sig-
nificant deficiencies for 
these traits. The average 
Angus teat size EPD is 0.52 
with a range of -0.57 to 
1.51, while the average ud-
der suspension EPD is also 
0.52 with a range of -0.60 to 
1.33. This is enough varia-
tion to achieve directional 
change when needed.

When it comes to describ-
ing functional traits, the 
American Angus Associa-
tion has taken a clear lead in 
the industry. Angus breed-
ers also have the highest use 
of AI and other advanced 
reproductive tools in the 
industry, which allows them 
to make change faster than 
any other beef breed. This 
combination bodes well for 
the future of the Angus 
breed. — Dr. Bob Hough, 
WLJ correspondent

UDDER EPD
(from page 1)

Angus: New chart better refl ects current herd
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Kansas State (K-State) 
University wheat disease 
specialist Eric DeWolf said 
researchers have received 
a grant from the USDA to 
evaluate and develop pre-
dictive models for the risk 
of yield losses brought on 
by heat-tolerant strains of 
wheat stripe rust.

“In the last 20 years, this 
fungus has quickly become 
our No. 1 wheat disease,” 
he said. “It is a major threat 
to crop production in this 
region, causing hundreds 
of millions of dollars every 
time we have a major 
stripe rust outbreak.”

According to DeWolf, 
stripe rust harms wheat 
plants by invading wheat 
leaves and establishing a 
fragile feeding process that 
“parasitizes” plant cells.

High heat during the 
wheat growing season in 
the central Great Plains 

slows the growth and spread 
of stripe rust. DeWolf said 
this natural restriction has 
not occurred in the last 
couple of growing seasons.

“Many growers began 
noticing that this fungus is 
not being slowed by warm 
temperatures as much as 
in previous years,” he said. 
“We currently have a dis-
ease that has adapted to 
our environment and pos-
sesses the potential to 
cause a lot of damage.”

Beyond heat tolerance, 
those involved in wheat pro-
duction also observed stripe 
rust starting to bypass the 
genetically resistant varieties 
of wheat specifically planted 
to control the disease.

“New strains of the fun-
gus that were introduced 
to Kansas from other 
parts of the world are now 
able to overcome some of 
those sources of genetic 

resistance,” DeWolf said.
“Based on these obser-

vations—heightened heat 
tolerance and genetic re-
sistance—researchers 
started to gather individu-
al members of the current 
population and compare 
it to some historical ones.”

This collection of the mod-
ern wheat stripe rust patho-
gen has allowed DeWolf and 
his colleagues to begin eval-
uating the progression of the 
disease and how rapidly it 
recovers from heat stress.

“Part of this grant will try 
and characterize the abil-
ity of the fungus to tolerate 
heat,” he said. “We also 
want to answer questions 
like ‘Is this an adaptation 
of the fungus, or is this an 
outside occurrence from 
other parts of the world?’”

Another key objective of 
this grant includes creating a 
predictive model that will use 

analysis from machine learn-
ing to determine the proba-
bility of heat suppressing the 
development of stripe rust.

DeWolf said this real-
time forecasting ability will 
allow producers to estab-
lish the extent of high tem-
perature’s influence on 
future stripe rust upsurges.

“Practical application of 
this research will hopefully 
come through recommen-
dations that flow out through 
(the statewide Extension ser-
vice)—things like Agronomy 
eUpdates, radio interviews 
and other avenues,” he said.

“It is all about trying to get 
the word out about when 
and where wheat stripe rust 
is potentially emerging as a 
threat to Kansas growers.”

The model will incorpo-
rate data sets from “the 
observations of replicated 
research plots and regional 
disease loss estimates col-

lected between 2000-23.”
Until researchers fully de-

velop their predictive tool, 
DeWolf recommends wheat 
producers scout for stripe 

rust from April to June and 
apply foliar fungicides upon 
detection to keep the disease 
at bay if needed. — K-State 
Research and Extension

Investigating heat-tolerant wheat stripe rust

CORRAL DESIGNS
Custom Design Service

CORRAL DESIGN BOOK $55 
2nd EDITION

CATTLE HANDLING VIDEO VHS $59
DVD $68

GRANDIN LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS INC.

970-229-0703 • www.grandin.com

September PRCA world 
standings

The top five contestants and 
earnings are listed as provided 
on the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy Association (PRCA) 
website, www.prorodeo.com, 
as of Sept. 4. 

All Around
1 .  S h a d  M a y f i e l d , 

$224,412.77, Clovis, NM. 2. 
Wacey Schalla, $167,481.48, 
Arapaho, OK. 3. Junior Nunes 
N o g u e i ra,  $1 66,234.2 8, 
Presidente Prudente, SP. 4. 
C o l e m a n  P r o c t o r , 
$137,962.59, Pryor, OK. 5. 
Paden Bray, $99,381.27, 
Stephenville, TX.

Bareback Riding
1 .  K e e n a n  H a y e s , 

$196,083.83, Hayden, CO. 2. 
Rocker Steiner, $182,108.28, 

Weatherford, TX. 3. Dean 
Thompson, $158,374.53, 
Altamont, UT. 4. Leighton 
B e r r y ,  $ 1 5 6 , 1 8 6 . 7 0 , 
Weatherford, TX. 5. R.C. 
Landingham, $152,863.00, 
Hat Creek, CA.

Saddle Bronc Riding
1 .  D a m i a n  B r e n n a n , 

$214,279.91, Injune, QL. 2. 
Kade Bruno, $212,363.13, 
Challis, ID. 3. Wyatt Casper, 
$209,821.52, Miami, TX. 4. 
Zeke Thurston, $189,737.62, 
Big Val ley,  AB. 5. Lefty 
Holman, 186,252.37, Visalia, 
CA.

Bull Riding
1. Josh Frost, $210,358.61, 

Randlett, UT. 2. Jace Trosclair, 
$182,842.17, Chauvin, LA. 3. 
Hayes Weight, $177,250.23, 
Goshen, UT. 4. T.J. Gray, 
$174,945.90, Dairy, OR. 5. 
Clayton Sellars, $173,432.56, 
Wildwood, FL. 

Steer Wrestling
1 .  D a l t o n  M a s s e y , 

$157,364.43, Hermiston, OR. 
2 .  D a k o t a  E l d r i d g e , 
$152,082.89, Elko, NV. 3. Will 
L u m m u s,  $ 1 37,5 9 3.5 2 , 
Byhal ia,  MS.  4. Stetson 
Jorgensen, $115,314.06, 
Blackfoot, ID. 5. Don Payne, 

$110,069.37, Stephenville, TX.

Team Roping (Headers)
1.  D u s t i n  E g u s q u i z a , 

$167,863.25, Marianna, FL. 2. 
Kaleb Driggers, $163,340.24, 
Hoboken, GA. 3. Tyler Wade, 
$145,290.27, Terrell, TX. 4. 
J.C. Yeahquo, $123,551.37, 
Mandaree,  ND.  5.  Cl int 
Summers, $112,120.44, Lake 
City, FL.

Team Roping (Heelers)
1. Levi Lord, $167,863.25, 

Sturgis, SD. 2. Junior Nunes 
N o g u e i ra,  $ 1 6 2,08 2.30, 
Presidente Prudente, SP. 3. 
Wesley Thorp, $145,290.27, 
Throckmorton, TX. 4. Jake 
Long, $115,558.21, Coffeyville, 
KS.  5.  B u d d y  H aw k i n s, 
$112,749.93, Stephenville, TX. 

Tie-Down Roping
1 .  S h a d  M a y f i e l d , 

$218,811.03, Clovis, NM. 2. Ty 
Harris, $207,375.84, San 
Angelo, TX. 3. Haven Meged, 
$203,218.71, Miles City, MT. 4. 
Riley Webb, $184,660.04, 
Denton, TX. 5. John Douch, 
$150,036.65, Huntsville, TX. 

Steer Roping
1 .  C o l e  P a t t e r s o n , 

$89,532.90, Pawnee, OK. 2. 
Slade Wood, $70,787.72, New 

Ulm, TX.  3.  V in Fisher, 
$65,552.73, Andrews, TX. 4. 
C o d y  L e e,  $ 65,4 2 2.58, 
Gatesvi l le,  TX. 5.  Scott 
S n e d e c o r,  $ 6 4,5 4 9.3 0, 
Fredericksburg, TX.

Barrel Racing
1 .  L e s l i e  S m a l y g o , 

$181,980.21, Skiatook, OK. 2. 
Hailey Kinsel, $154,211.65, 
Cotulla, TX. 3. Kassie Mowry, 
$151,282.84, Dublin, TX. 4. 
Emily Beisel, $136,275.26, 
Weatherford, OK. 5. Ashley 
Castleberry, $124,839.83, 
Montgomery, TX.

Breakaway Roping
1.  J a c k i e  C r a w f o r d , 

$116,529.76, Stephenville, TX. 
2. Josie Conner, $114,751.57, 
Iowa, LA. 3. Taylor Munsell, 
$111,606.83, Alva, OK. 4. 
M a r t h a  A n g e l o n e , 
$109,918.22, Stephenville, TX. 
5. Shelby Boisjoli-Meged, 
$103,415.14, Miles City, MT. 

Rodeo StandingsRodeo Standings



WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNALSEPTEMBER 9, 2024

MARKET SITUATION REPORTMARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

CANADACANADA
September 4

1,426
470-540 430-495 415-485 380-417 328-347 307-344 150-186

Lethbridge, Alberta 430-490 415-439 385-430 311-324 290-316 209-221

August 30 11,709 310-415 300-375 270-315 247-286 227-260 211-242.50 230 118-153 1,250-3,300
Alabama 295-335 255-327 234-285 215-260 209-245.50 205-216 165-190 139-178 950-3,400
No report available
Lexington, KY
No report available
Joplin, MO
September 3 7,914 300-352 280-345 242-317.50 230-295 220-274 200-245 176-236.75 118-163 1,600-3,650
Tennessee 220-320 210-305 200-279 187-164 186-235 170-222.50 176-213 142-181 1,290-2,175
September 3 1,952 255-320 258-292 220-297 217-257 229.50-242.75 185-224
Virginia 242.50-250 237.50-275 230-259 222.50-242 151.50-223.50 190-220 145-220

EA
ST

EA
ST

August 29 1,043 296-335 271.50-299 253.50-268 230.50-249 220-235 100-142 1,375-1,900
Willcox, AZ 334-340 269.50-297.50 252-271 224.50-256 216.50-231 112-165 1,225-1,475
September 3 4,120 380 345-395 265-338 262.50-298 230-280 210-254 210-240 95-158 1,725-2,600
Colorado 342.50 295-345 255-283 243-273 227.50-257 226-231 199-223.50 91-168 1,400-2,350
August 28 917 321-357 291-343 266-291 261-280 241-254 221-235 120-130
La Junta, CO 287-321 258-295 242-261 243-257 225-247 136-156 1,685-2,600
No report available
Loma, CO
September 4 2,058 373-379 316-328 285-301 240.35-263.25 218.50-246.25 121-150
Dodge City, KS 331-352.50 321-325 277 229-237 229.75-244.75 219.25-224 148-186
No report available
Pratt, KS
August 29 3,523 380 317-336 290-329 254-294 246.50-270 220-254
Salina, KS 350 296-315 270-292 250-274 232.50-268.75 210-233.50
September 4 1,420 330 314-358 290-340 246-295 235-262 220-236 146-226 110-136.50 1,660-2,300
Clovis, NM 236-242 212-235 215-225.50 189 117 1,225-1,875
September 3 1,500 385 300-327.50 273-310 240-276 236-258
El Reno, OK 310 285 244-281 230-242 230
September 3 835 313-397 300-363 291-310 257-281 228-247 218-231 119-138
McAlester, OK 296-329 271-312 254-273 223-260 229-239 202-212 143-164 1,325-1,975
No report available
Oklahoma City, OK
August 30 1,071 310-420 319-400 270-365 241-280 228-257 228-244 95-142
Cuero, TX 313-400 291-325 248-320 226-260 215-325 203-235 155-171 1,100-1,800
August 29 2,039 324-380 286-313 240-289 250-267 241-246 236.50 108-135
Dalhart, TX 270-290 249-268 249-268 227-244 220-237 205-220 110-150
August 29 1,137 360-385 332.50-343 266-271 242 110-138
San Angelo, TX 302.50 295-305 233-240 128-165 1,500-1,850
August 29 1,011 330-332 255-304 231.50-245 221-229 110-125 1,700
Tulia, TX 244-279 238-250 218.50-227.50 202-209 150 1,900
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September 3 8,190 300-390 302.50-370 264-309.50 261-303 240-270 216.25-258 115-160.50
Iowa 260-350 250-323.50 240-307 231-276.50 220-256 203-235.25 105-194
No report available
Miles City, MT
September 4 2,540 312-322.50 301 266 225.50-254.50
Bassett, NE 275 260 256-264 229.50-247 208.75-237
No report available
Ericson, NE
No report available
Imperial, NE
No report available
Kearney, NE
August 21 1,950 228.75-239
Lexington, NE 233-238 193.75-241
September 5 1,652 280.50-285.50 258-269.50 261.50-263.50 217.50-253
Ogallala, NE 247-254.50 223-247.50 213-234.50
No report available
Valentine, NE
No report available
Herreid, SD
September 4 3,982 275-320 262-287 259-273 242-263 220-250
Torrington, WY 277-287 277 250-252 240-255 233-250 206-235

NO
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August 29 1,417 220-325 210-270 200-270 200-241 180-229 95-149 2,400-3,750
Orland, CA 200-280 190-258 180-248 180-238 170-217 130-167 1,900-2,450
No report available
Escalon, CA
No report available
Famoso, CA
September 4 677 250-280 245-270 235-260 220-234.50 80-139 2,000-3,600
Galt, CA 222-255 130-145 2,200-2,900
September 3 611 270-315 265-300 260-292.50 240-265 220-233 205-215 114-135
Turlock, CA 240-274 237-275 128-158.50
No report available
Salina, UT

FA
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T

FA
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T

August 30 N/A 10-33
Blackfoot, ID 120-150
August 29 N/A 367.50-375 321-360 260 255 233 161-195 101-145
Burley, ID 350 315-329 270 243-244.50 224-235 141-151
No report available
Emmett, ID
No report available
Eugene, OR
No report available
Madras, OR
August 28 220 280-297.50 230-241 220-231 110-128.50
Vale, OR 228-238 220-230 130-154
No report available
Davenport, WA
August 29 1,500 239* 175* 128-142
Toppenish, WA 252.50* 225-232.50* 176-189* 126.50-158

NO
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T
NO
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T

Selected AuctionsSelected Auctions
Week Ending September 5, 2024Week Ending September 5, 2024

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, 
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

DATE
200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb. 500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up

SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
MARKET SLAUGHTER BULLS REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 2,076
Sep. '24 106,057 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,162
Oct. '24 111,823 Formula sales 3,641
Nov. '24 158,708 Forward contract sales 93
Dec. '24 116,723 Domestic sales 6,082
Jan. '25 77,853 NAFTA Exports 108

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: SEPTEMBER 1, 2024NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: SEPTEMBER 1, 2024
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 22,373 2,454
Formula 281,845 3,421
Negotiated Cash 68,289 154
Negotiated Grid 44,891 1,104
Packer Owned 12,666 N/A
Total 430,064 7,133

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES  
Live FOB Steer 196 1,407 182.04
Live FOB Heifer 556 1,300 180.00
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 1,897 1,518 183.75
Live FOB Heifer 672 1,358 183.05
Dressed Del Steer 2,373 961 291.43
Dressed Del Heifer 410 864 291.60
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 3,763 1,501 182.90
Live FOB Heifer 1,422 1,345 182.91
Dressed Del Steer 2,214 955 288.19
Dressed Del Heifer 845 850 287.78

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your 

customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

Santa Teresa, NM - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. 
Trade active, demand good. Supply 

consisted of steers and spayed heifers 
weighing 300-700 lbs

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 268-278
400-500 lbs 248-258
500-600 lbs 228-238

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 318-328
400-500 lbs 288-298
500-600 lbs 258-268

Douglas, AZ - 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 
yearlings sold steady. Heifers not well 
tested. Trade active, demand good. 

Supply consisted of steers weighing 300-
700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs N/A
400-500 lbs N/A
500-600 lbs N/A

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 312-322
400-500 lbs 282-292
500-600 lbs 252-262

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLEUSDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
September 4,  2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: 10,500 Week Ago EST: 5,050 Year Ago Act: 11,350

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 182.85 -1.86
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 181.24 -3.07
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 186.89 +1.65
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs N/A N/A
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 130.81 -1.12
*Price comparison from one week ago.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 lbs. All sales fob port of entry.)

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, September 3, 2024Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, September 3, 2024
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 317.94 N/A 320.93
601-700 lbs 281.74 N/A 300.77
701-800 lbs 264.78 N/A 276.27
801-900 lbs 248.56 N/A 241.40

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 307.83 N/A 282.83
501-600 lbs 273.89 N/A 273.31
601-700 lbs 257.44 N/A 258.52
701-800 lbs 248.01 N/A 242.72

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

8/26/2024 8/19/2024
Feeders 14,746 19,142 942,999 756,222

CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
8/30 9/2 9/3 9/4 9/5 High* Low*

Aug. 18585 N/A N/A N/A N/A 19633 15310
Oct. 17860 N/A 18013 17923 17725 19975 16853
Dec. 17755 N/A 17925 17890 17673 18878 16668
Feb. 17845 N/A 17990 17950 17733 19000 17005

  CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
8/30 9/2 9/3 9/4 9/5 High* Low*

Aug. 24295 N/A N/A N/A N/A 26390 21608
Sep. 24048 N/A 24213 23963 23713 26460 21920
Oct. 23775 N/A 24015 23745 23458 27095 22268
Nov. 23525 N/A 23740 23518 23168 26625 23160
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

12

CutoutsCutouts FED BOXED BEEFFED BOXED BEEF
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
September 5 311.51 296.78 293.74 134.55 N/A
September 4 311.60 299.39 293.74 135.27 376.62
September 3 310.67 300.11 293.64 N/A 375.23
September 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
August 30 309.34 295.82 294.18 125.01 374.88

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

August 31 6,972 313.57 205 350.33 1,303 318.34 2,169 311.65 776 300.50 2,519 286.31
August 23 7,005 317.63 235 351.91 1,231 322.58 2,126 314.89 766 301.40 2,647 290.61
August 16 7,005 315.34 199 351.11 1,251 320.39 2,044 314.01 756 300.14 2,755 289.56
August 9 7,338 314.44 255 349.22 1,331 320.92 2,117 312.81 653 298.21 2,982 299.02

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 9/5/2024This Week: 9/5/2024 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago
Choice Fed Steers 182.04  183.75 182.90

CME Feeder Index 241.27  242.64 249.33

Boxed Beef Average 311.51  308.66 311.66

Average Dressed Steers N/A  291.43 288.19

Live Slaughter Weight*  1,356  1,385 1,351

Weekly Slaughter**  611,000  608,000 629,000

Weekly Beef Production*** 517.8  513.9 514.5

Hide/Offal Value 11.34  11.19 13.69

Corn Price 3.90  3.65 4.71

  *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MMARKET ARKET NNEWSEWS
,
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As we transition from 
running hay equipment to 
preparing for the winter-
feeding season it provides 
a great opportunity to catch 
our breath and glance at 
our financial condition. 

Why now?
The August to September 

period is a prime time for a 
spring calving cow-calf op-
eration to experience a 
cash flow issue. This can be 
attributed to a collection of 
timing and seasonal ranch 
operations. The first poten-
tial cause is our calving and 
marketing season. Most 
operations are spring calv-
ing and then market calves 
in the fall. This results in 
most operations receiving 
the largest portion of their 
annual revenue in the fall 
of the previous year. 

We then funded any debt 
obligations due and pur-
chased supplement for the 
cow herd last winter. We 
then moved into hay season. 
Capital expenditures along 
with diesel, fertility, net 
wrap, repairs and maybe la-

bor are all consuming cash.  
What should we do?
The easiest step would be 

to sit down and estimate 
ranch expenses from now 
until we intend to sell calves. 
Then take our cash balanc-
es, room on our revolving 
credit line, any anticipated 
cash inflows and add them 
together. Subtract the an-
ticipated expenses from the 
anticipated inflows. If posi-
tive, our short-term cash 
position is likely adequate. 
If not, we need to consider 
how to meet that cash need.   

Calculating working cap-
ital at this point would also 
be helpful. Working capital 
is a liquidity measure and 
shows us how effectively we 
will be able to cover our 
short-term obligations. This 
includes any operating costs 
we have on the horizon and 
any upcoming debt obliga-
tions we need to be ready 
for. AGEC-790 "Evaluating 
Financial Performance and 
Position" is a great Oklaho-
ma State University (OSU) 
fact sheet that discusses this 

in more depth. View it at 
tinyurl.com/y7je256t.

A strong cash or working 
capital position allows us to 
be opportunistic. We may 
be able to purchase assets 
(cattle, equipment, etc.) that 
are undervalued in the mar-
ket. Furthermore, we could 
make investments that may 
yield greater profits later. 
Items like pasture fertility 
for stockpiling forage, back-
grounding, or retaining 
ownership on calves could 
be examples to explore. 

For more information 
on farm business manage-
ment issues, contact your 
local Extension educator. 
— Scott Clawson, OSU 
Extension agricultural 
economics specialist

Finance chores to tackle this fall

A need for in-person dis-
cussions between U.S. and 
Colombian officials about 
longstanding technical trade 
issues was the genesis for U.S. 
Meat Export Federation 
(USMEF) seminars in Bogota 
and Cartagena this summer. 

With the support of 
USDA’s Foreign Agricultural 
Service and U.S. embassies 
in both cities, USMEF con-
ducted educational semi-
nars about the U.S. red meat 
production and inspection 
chain for Colombian regu-
latory officials and inspec-

tors working at ports, air-
ports and border crossings 
throughout Colombia. 

The 50 Colombian par-
ticipants learned about U.S. 
pork and beef production, 
transportation, logistics, 
the U.S. federal inspection 
system and the extensive 
safeguards that ensure food 
safety in the U.S., including 
mandatory Hazard Analy-
sis & Critical Control Point 
requirements.

Planning took several 
months but the seminars’ 
timing was fortuitous due 

to Colombia’s decision in 
April to ban imports of U.S. 
beef from states where 
highly pathogenic avian in-
fluenza has been detected 
in dairy cows. This ban re-
mains in place.

“A primary objective of 
these seminars is to create 
an environment that fosters 
discussions with Colom-
bian import officials about 
how our federal inspection 
s y s t e m  w o r k s ,”  s a i d 
C o u r t n e y  H e l l e r , 
USMEF director of export 
services. The seminars also 

allowed import officials to 
address U.S. questions 
about Colombia’s import 
and inspection programs. 

“Very few plants in Co-
lombia are federally in-
spected and their import 
regulations are based on 

that experience. The result 
is a trade-restrictive import 
regime,” said Heller. 

The seminars helped as-
sure Colombian officials of 
the U.S. commitment to food 
safety, Heller added, and 
there was strong interest on 

both sides for meetings on 
an annual basis to discuss 
outstanding trade issues. 

Funding support for the 
seminars was provided by 
the National Pork Board 
and the Beef Checkoff Pro-
gram. — USMEF

Easing red meat trade obstacles in Colombia

SUBSCRIBING 
IS EASY!

Scan the code or call us at 720-370-8275.

WWW.WLJ.NET

TURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARDTURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARD
The Central California Livestock Marketing Center

When marketing your calves at 
TLAY, don’t forget how essential  TLAY, don’t forget how essential  

the 2the 2 ndnd round of shots is.  round of shots is. 
Make sure to include a modifi ed Make sure to include a modifi ed 

live vaccination.live vaccination.

SALE DAY SALE DAY 
IS PAY IS PAY DAYDAY

Call today to consign your cattle!

Online Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.com

Max Olvera  209-277-2063Max Olvera  209-277-2063
Steve Faria 209-988-7180Steve Faria 209-988-7180
Justin Ramos  209-844-6372Justin Ramos  209-844-6372
John Luiz  209-480-5101John Luiz  209-480-5101
Jake Bettencourt Jake Bettencourt  209-262-4019 209-262-4019
Travis Johnson Travis Johnson  209-996-8645209-996-8645

Tim Sisil  209-631-6054Tim Sisil  209-631-6054
John Bourdet  831-801-2343John Bourdet  831-801-2343
Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527
Matt Miller  209-914-5116Matt Miller  209-914-5116
Brandon Baba  209-480-1267Brandon Baba  209-480-1267
Bud Cozzi  Bud Cozzi  209-652-4480209-652-4480

209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

TLAY ANNUAL FALL FEMALE SALE TLAY ANNUAL FALL FEMALE SALE 
& CALIFORNIA BREEDERS BULL SALE& CALIFORNIA BREEDERS BULL SALE
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SEP. 10 - Ogallala, NE

OCT. 18 - OCT. 18 - Cottonwood, CACottonwood, CA

DEC. 3 - DEC. 3 - Reno, NVReno, NV

TLAY FALL ROUNDUP FEEDER SALESTLAY FALL ROUNDUP FEEDER SALES
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2024 Upcoming Sales

said. “But the narrower-than-
usual Choice/Select spread, 
hovering just over $10/cwt, 
continues to signal that the 
real support in the beef mar-
ket continues to come from 
the tight availability of grind-
ing material."

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures traded 

lower over the week. The Sep-
tember contract lost $2.38 to 
close at $237.125, and the Oc-
tober contract lost $2.10 to 
close at $234.57.

“What continues to be frus-
trating about the way in which 
traders handle the feeder 
cattle complex is the degree in 
which they send the contracts 
lower when pressure builds,” 
Stewart said.

The CME Feeder Cattle In-
dex lost $1.37 to close at 
$241.27.

Corn futures traded higher 
over the week, with the Sep-
tember contract up 19 cents to 
$3.90 and the December con-
tract up 14 cents to $4.10.

Kansas: Winter Livestock in 
Dodge City sold 1,768 head on 

Wednesday. Compared to a 
week earlier, feeder steers un-
der 700 lbs. were not well-
tested, but over 700 lbs. sold 
steady to $4 lower. Heifers 
under 700 lbs. were not well-
tested, but over 700 lbs. sold 
$4 lower. Benchmark steers 
averaging 827 lbs. sold from 
$240.50-246.25, averaging 
$243.25.

Missouri: Ozarks Regional 
Stockyards in West Plains sold 
2,027 head on Tuesday. Com-
pared to the last auction, 
feeder steers and heifers sold 
steady to $3 higher. Steer and 
heifer calves under 700 lbs. 
sold steady to $5 higher. 
Benchmark steers averaging 
716 lbs. sold for $239-250, av-
eraging $245.15.

Nebraska: Bassett Live-
stock Auction in Bassett sold 
2,540 head on Wednesday. 
Compared to two weeks ear-
lier, 900-1,000-lbs. steers sold 
$2-9 higher. Benchmark steers 
averaging 806 lbs. sold for 
$254.50.

Wyoming: Torrington Live-
stock in Torrington sold 3,982 
head on Wednesday. Bench-
mark steers averaging 729 lbs. 
sold from $242-258, averaging 
$251.11. — Anna Miller, WLJ 
managing editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Boxed beef cutout 
spread narrows



CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
GENERAL INFORMATION

ADVERTISING RATES
BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your 
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in 
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)
BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per 
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)
BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and 
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and 
handling service.
BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.
BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.
COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.
DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6 
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.
SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to 
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as 
well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count 
as two.
TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or 
mailed.
CONDITIONS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MT, the week prior to 
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and 
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.
Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy.
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not 
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency 
commissionable.

1 ..................Employment Wanted
2 .............................. Help Wanted
3 ..................... Situations Wanted
4................... Distributors Wanted
5 ................................ Appraisers
6 ................................... Auctions
7 ............................... Auctioneers
8 ....................................Feedlots
9 ................................ Lost Cattle
10 .......................... Cattle for Sale
11 ...........................Cattle Wanted
12 ................. AI/Semen/Embryos
13 ..................................... Brands
14 ............................Dogs for Sale
15 ...........................Horses/Mules
16 ........................... Bison/Buffalo
17 .................. Sheep/Goats/Hogs
18 .................... Livestock Supplies
19 .........Ranch/Livestock Services
20 ............... Real Estate Opportunities
20A ...........Pacific Real Estate For Sale
20B . Intermountain Real Estate For Sale
20C ...... Mountain Real Estate For Sale
20D .... Southwest Real Estate For Sale
20E .............Plains Real Estate For Sale
20F .........Midwest Real Estate For Sale
20G .....Southeast Real Estate For Sale

20H  ..... Northeast Real Estate For Sale
20I ........... Foreign Real Estate For Sale
21 .................. Real Estate Wanted
22 ...Real Estate Rent/Lease/Trade
23 ...................... Pasture Available
24 ........................Pasture Wanted
25 ...........................Mineral Rights
26 ........................Hay/Feed/Seed
27 .................................. Irrigation
28 ...............Ag/Industrial Supplies
29 ........................Fencing/Corrals
30 ..................Equipment For Sale
31 ...................Equipment Wanted
32 ..................... Building Materials
33 .........................Trucks/Trailers
34 ...............Tractors/Implements
35 .............. Business Opportunity
36 ......................................Loans
37 ................................. Insurance
38 ................ Financial Assistance
39 ............... Tech/Books/Art/Etc. 
40 ......................... Miscellaneous
41 .............................. Lost/Found
42 ...................................Personal
43 ...................................Schools
44..............Auctioneering Schools

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Call & schedule your classified 
ad today!

800-850-2769
classifi ed@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

C L AS S I F I E D  C O R R A L

22FORFOR11 PLACE A CLASSIFIED PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD, SEE IT IN PRINT AD, SEE IT IN PRINT 

& ONLINE& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED CORRAL
7355 E. Orchard Road, #300 • Greenwood Village, CO 80111

1-800-850-2769 • Fax:  303-722-0155
www.wlj.net  •   classified@wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS. 
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL 
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL BE 
PROMPTLY FORWARDED.

WWW.WLJ.NETWWW.WLJ.NET 303-722-7600303-722-7600
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CLASSIFIED@WLJ.NETCLASSIFIED@WLJ.NET1-303-722-01551-303-722-0155

Cattle
For Sale 10

NEED EXTRA 
INCOME?

Advertise a hunting 
or fishing lease!  
CALL NOW!CALL NOW! 
800-850-2769800-850-2769

Real Estate
Pacific 20A

Dogs
For Sale 14

REGISTERED TEXAS 
LONGHORNS FOR SALE IN 

CALIFORNIA
Featured in September 2020 

American Beef Producer 
magazine.

Gentle pairs, steers, heifers, solid 
and colorful bulls. Foraging, 

hardy, low-maintenance cattle, 
traffic-stopping colors. Cross 
breed with your herd for easy 

calving, robust calves resistant to 
disease. Fascinating, fun to show, 

simple handling.
Westhaven Ranch 
Tel: 209-274-9917

Email: swestmoore@gmail.com
 www.westhavenlonghorns.com

STAY UP TO DATE

Lease to a Partner who Pays.
 Sacred Song Livestock looking 

for partners commited to the 
integrity of ranching. 

Secure the Economics and 
Ecology of your ranch for the next 

generation.
(970) 570-5270

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Livestock
Supplies 18

Cedar Canyon Ranch
Spanning 642.41 deeded acres 
with an 80,240-acre BLM lease.
575 AU cow/calf ranch nestled 

in Hualapai Valley, north of 
Kingman, offers a turnkey 

operation, including feedlot/
beef business, with extensive 

facilities and equipment, 
including multiple homes, 

barns, an arena, and pastures.
 Enjoy proximity to Las Vegas, 

Lake Mead, and the Grand 
Canyon West Skywalk. 

A true western paradise.
928-303-1205

Real Estate
Opportunities 20

Blue Red Heeler puppies AKC. 
360 749 6333

443 acres in CA carries 200 cow/calf 
pair plus 1,000 TPY hay production. 

1,500 GPM well, 2 residences, off I-5. 
Visit 1905Airport.com

Loans 36

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

303-773-3545
You Call Steve, I’ll Come to You.

Real Estate
Southwest 20D Real Estate

Southwest 20D

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.
RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

NEW LISTING! UNION CO., NM – divided into three tracts for rotational grazing of 
1,822± ac. enrolled in the new Grasslands Conservation Reserve Program & 120± ac. of the 
property in the standard CRP program. GCRP can be grazed year-round each year. Excellent 
fencing, one mile of hwy. frontage together with all-weather roads on the remainder, equipped 
with almost new set of steel working pens with scale, a second set of almost new working 
pens, watered by subs on electricity with pipelines furnishing water for drinkers in each 
pasture. Gramma & buff alo grasses.
2,720 ACRE IRR. FARM – located in the eastern part of north eastern New Mexico w/
pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells, a virtually new 5 strand barb wire fence w/swinging gates, w/
part of the property being on pvmt.. Lays in two tracts of 1,120± ac. in one at $1,600/ac. and 
1,600± ac. in the other at $1,000.00 which can be purchased together or separately.
PRICE REDUCED! CHOICE 320± ac. – irrigated farm, w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation 
wells & an older home which would be livable or could be moved. On pvmt. in the prime farming 
area of Castro Co., TX.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

ELITE WORKING PUPS!
First-time offered to public - 

McNab puppies (Border Collies). 
Established respected bloodlines 
from working parents. Exceptional 
trainability, extreme stamina and 
keen noses. Located in Northern 

California. 
$400

Call Walt: 707-362-1383.

Available for Metal, 
Composition Shingles or Tar 
Roofs. Long lasting and easy 

to apply. We also 
manufacture Tank Coatings 

for Concrete, Rock, Steel, 
Galvanized and Mobile 

tanks.

Call for our 
FREE 
CATALOG.

TANK COATINGS
ROOF COATINGS

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

Equipment
For Sale 30

Horses 15

GREAT, SMART HORSE 
FOR SALE. 

Registered Dark Bay, 4 year old 
gelding. 15 1/2 hand, great mind, 
will do anything you would want. 

Excellent trail horse, has not been 
roped off. Easy enough to train. 

559-660-6182

Real Estate
Opportunities 20

Pasture
Wanted 24

LARGE RANCH NEEDED.
Generational family ranching 

business seeking large ranch for 
lease. Turn-key management 

services available: robust 
ecological stewardship, ranch 

owner personal needs, upgrading 
ranch infrastructure to support 
intensive grazing programs.

www.ranchlands.com.

NEW & USED PIPE
Saw Cut Post, used sucker rod, used 

guard rail. 
Conlin Supply Company, Inc 

Call Larry 209-847-8977
Delivery available.

Irrigation 27

Fair Prices . Good Service . Rancher Owned
DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST

CCAALLLLTTOODDAAAYAYAA :YY:YY:YY 777755--665577--11881155

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems

Equipment
For Sale 30

Powder River loading chute. New 
bearings & tires.

$2,500 or best offer
760-685-8925

Ag/Industrial
Supplies 28

2 Bar 
Angus
Hereford, 
Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

2 Bar

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Northeast Oregon USFS summer 
grazing allotment.

320 pairs July 10- October 10. 
18,000 acres north of Sumpter, OR. 

Good grass and unlimited water. 
High elevation grazing, completely 

drought proof. Grew the same 
amount of feed during drought years 
of 2021 and 2022 and never ran out 
of water. Stays green until it snows.

Good range con.
(541) 403-0697

Pasture
Available 23
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Sale Calendar is a service 
to our advertisers. There 
is a minimum advertising 
requirement to be eligible 
to be listed in the Sale 
Calendar. Contact 
your  eldman for more 
information or to have your 
date added to the Sale 
Calendar. We will only run 
auction sale dates or private 
treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS
Sep. 15 – Visalia Livestock, 
Bull Sale, Visalia, CA
Sep. 16 – Northern Video 
Livestock Auction, Billings, 
MT
Oct. 5 – Turlock Livestock 
All-Breeds Bull Sale, 
Turlock, CA
Oct. 6 – Cal Poly Bull Test 
Sale, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Oct. 19 – FAMOSO All 
Breeds Bull Sale, Famoso, 
CA
Nov. 2 – World of Bulls Bull 
Sale, Galt, CA

ANGUS
Sep. 5 – Vintage Angus, 
Bull Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 6 – Byrd Cattle, Bull & 
Female Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Sep. 7 – EZ Angus Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Farmington, CA
Sep. 8 – Heritage Bull Sale, 
Bull Sale, Wilton, CA
Sep. 9 – Rhoades Angus, 
Bull Sale, Cambria, CA
Sep. 10 – O’Neal Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Madera, CA
Sep. 11 – Teixeira Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Pismo Beach, CA
Sep. 12 – Donati Ranch & 
O’Connell Cattle, Bull Sale, 
Oroville, CA
Sep. 13 – Tehama Angus, 
Bull Sale, Gerber, CA
Sep. 14 – Arellano Bravo, 
Bull Sale, Galt, CA 
Sep. 17 – Montana Angus 
Tour, Lewistown, MT
Sep. 17 – Poss Angus, 
Female Sale, Scotia, NE
Sep. 18 – Bullseye 
Breeders, Bull Sale, 
Modesto, CA
Sep. 19 – Rancho Casino/
Dal Porto Livestock, Bull 
Sale, Denair, CA
Sep. 20 – Dixie Valley 
Angus, Bull Sale, Galt, CA
Sep. 21 – Jorgensen Land 
& Cattle, Female Sale, 
Ideal, SD
Sep. 24 – Thomas Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Galt, CA
Sep. 26 – Beef Solutions, 
Bull Sale, Ione, CA 
Sep. 28 – K Bar D Ranch, 
Female Sale, Redmond, OR
Sep. 28 – Gohr Cattle, 
Show Heifer Sale, Madras, 
OR 
Sep. 29 – Traynham 
Ranches, Bull & Female 
Sale, Ft. Klamath, OR
Oct. 4 – Elwood Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Oct. 5 – Colyer Hereford 
& Angus, Female Sale, 
Bruneau, ID
Oct. 5 – Topline/Leachman, 
Bull Sale, Aromas, CA
Oct. 8 – 9 Peaks Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Ft. Rock, 
OR
Oct. 8 – Coleman Angus, 
Female Sale, Charlo, MT
Oct. 9 – Montana Ranch, 
Female Sale, Bigfork, MT
Oct. 12 – Vintage Angus 
Ranch, Female Sale, 
Modesto, CA
Oct. 13-14 – EZ Angus 
Ranch, Dispersal Sale, 
Farmington, CA
Oct. 17 – Thomas Angus 
Ranch, Production Sale, 
Baker City, OR 
Oct. 18 – NILE Angus Sale, 
Billings, MT
Oct. 19 – Basin Angus, 
Female Sale, Billings, MT
Oct. 19 – Fink Beef 
Genetics, Bull Sale, 

Randolph, KS
Oct. 25 – Birch Creek 
Angus, Bull Sale, Ruby 
Valley, NV
Oct. 26 – Bear Mountain 
Angus, Female Sale, 
Palisade, NE
Oct. 28 – Dal Porto 
Livestock, Female Sale, 
Brewster, NE
Oct. 30 – Spring Lake 
Angus, Dispersal Sale, 
Lynch, NE
Oct. 31 – Marcy Livestock, 
Cow Dispersal Sale, 
Gordon, NE
Nov. 7 – Stokrose Land & 
Livestock, Bull Sale, Moses 
Lake, WA
Nov. 8 – Montana Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Bigfork, MT
Nov. 11 – Green Mountain 
Angus Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Billings, MT
Nov. 13 – Riverbend Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Idaho Falls, ID
Nov. 14 – Hoffman Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Thedford, NE
Nov. 15 – Jorgensen Land 
& Cattle, Bull Sale, Arcadia, 
FL
Nov. 16 – TLC Ranch & 
Sugar Top Angus, Bull Sale, 
Jerome, ID
Nov. 18 – J&L Livestock, 
Bred Females Sale, Billings, 
MT
Nov. 21 – JR Ranch & 
Sackmann Cattle, Bull Sale, 
Othello, WA
Nov. 22 – TD Angus, 
Female Sale, North Platte, 
NE
Nov. 23 – Baldridge/
Tiedeman & Frank Cattle 
and Genetics, Female Sale, 
Chappell, NE
Nov. 23 – Diamond Peak 
Cattle Co., Female Sale, 
Loma, CO
Nov. 23 – Redland Angus, 
Bull Sale, Buffalo, WY
Nov. 23 – Spring Cove 
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, 
ID
Nov. 26 – Paint Rock 
Angus, Bull Sale, Hyattville, 
WY
Nov. 29 – Vermilion Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Billings, MT
Dec. 2 – Jacobsen Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT
Dec. 2 – Stevenson’s 
Diamond Dot, Bull Sale, 
Hobson, MT
Dec. 3 – Stevenson Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Hobson, 
MT
Dec 3 – ZumBrunnen 
Angus, Production Sale, 
Lusk, WY
Dec. 4 – Beef Country 
Breeders, Bull Sale, 
Columbus, MT
Dec. 5 – Sitz Angus, Bull 
Sale, Harrison, MT
Dec. 6 – KG Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Three Forks, MT
Dec. 9 – Hollow Top Angus, 
Bull Sale, Pony, MT
Dec. 11 – Shipwheel Cattle 
Co., Bull Sale, Chinkook, 
MT
Dec. 12 – Heart of the Hi 
Line Commercial Female 
Sale, Box Elder, MT
Dec. 14 – Gaugler Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Judith 
Gap, MT
Dec. 16 – TK Angus, Bull 
Sale, Valentine, NE

CHAROLAIS
Oct. 19 – Fink Beef 
Genetics, Bull Sale, 
Randolph, KS

HEREFORD
Sep. 5 – Sierra Ranches, 
Bull Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 9 – Genoa Livestock, 
Bull & Female Sale, Minden, 
NV
Sep. 20 – Churchill 
Cattle Co., Female Sale, 
Manhattan, MT
Sep. 21 – Ehlke Herefords, 
Bull Sale, Townsend, MT

Sep. 22 – Mohican 
Herefords, Dispersal Sale, 
Laurel, MT
Sep. 28 – Gohr Cattle, 
Show Heifer Sale, Madras, 
OR 
Oct. 5 – Colyer Hereford 
& Angus, Female Sale, 
Bruneau, ID
Oct. 19 – Lambert Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Oroville, CA
Dec. 6 – Western States 
Hereford Sale, Reno, NV

RED ANGUS
Sep. 22 – Stegall Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Colusa, CA
Sep. 28 – McPhee Red 
Angus, Production Sale, 
Lodi, CA
Oct. 18 – NILE Red Angus 
Sale, Billings, MT
Nov. 2 – Bet on Red Sale, 

Reno, NV
Nov. 11 – Ludvigson Stock 
Farms, Bull Sale, Park City, 
MT
Nov. 18 – Lautenschlager 
Red Angus, Female Sale, 
Othello, WA

SALERS
Dec. 2 – Jacobsen Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Great Falls, MT

SIMANGUS
Sep. 18 – Bullseye 
Breeders, Bull Sale, 
Modesto, CA
Sep. 25 – Eagle Pass 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Dos 
Palos, CA
Sep. 26 – Beef Solutions, 
Bull Sale, Ione, CA 
Sep. 29 – Traynham 
Ranches, Bull & Female 

Sale, Ft. Klamath, OR
Oct. 16 – Yardley Cattle 
Co., Female Sale, Beaver, 
UT

SIMMENTAL
Dec. 7 – Montana 
Simmental, Female Sale, 
Billings, MT

STABILIZER
Oct. 12 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Ozark, AR
Oct. 26 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Dinuba, CA
Nov. 9 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Fort Collins, CO
Nov. 16 — Leachman 
Cattle, Bull Sale, Alma, NE
Dec. 7 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Loma, CO
Dec. 14 – Leachman Cattle, 
Bull Sale, Gering, NE

Dec. 19 — Leachman 
Cattle, Bull Sale, San Saba, 
TX

COMMERCIAL
Sep. 16 — NLVA Fall 
Premier Special, Billings, 
MT
Nov. 15 – Rollin’ Rock 
Angus, Bred Heifer Sale, 
Pilot Rock, OR
Nov. 18 – COLA’s 21st 
Century Female Sale, 
Madras, OR 
Nov. 23 – Spring Cove 
Ranch, Female Sale, Bliss, ID

HORSE
Sep. 21 – Snaf e Bit 
Futurity Sale, Reno, NV
Sep. 21 – Weaver Quarter 
Horses, Horse Sale, Great 
Falls, MT

Sale CalendarSale Calendar
Sale Calenda
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Following Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack’s 
announcement of USDA’s 
approval of vaccine test-
ing for H5N1 for cattle, 
South Dakota-based ani-
mal health vaccine manu-
facturer Medgene has 
responded to the notice.

“We have a number of 
companies that have been 
working on vaccines, and 
one company has pre-
sented sufficient informa-
tion to the USDA to allow 
me to authorize the first 
field trial for a vaccine for 

cattle for H5N1 for safety 
purposes,” Vilsack said. 
The field trial will be done 
in hopes of moving for-
ward for safe and effective 
use of the vaccine. 

This also occured as 
California announced its 
first H5N1 cases at three 
dairies in the Central Val-
ley. This makes for 14 
states affected by the out-
break and 197 confirmed 
cases as of Sept. 4.

“We have been prepar-
ing for this possibility since 
earlier this year when HPAI 

(highly pathogenic avian 
influenza) detections were 
confirmed at dairy farms 
in other states,” said Cali-
fornia Department of Food 
and Agriculture Secretary 
Karen Ross. “Our extensive 
experience with HPAI in 
poultry has given us ample 
preparation and expertise 
to address this incident, 
with workers’ health and 
public health as our top 
priorities.”

She continued, “This is 
a tough time for our dairy 
farmers given the eco-

nomic challenges they’re 
facing in a dynamic mar-
ket, so I want to assure 
them that we are ap-
proaching this incident 
with the utmost urgency.” 

Medgene has been suc-
cessful in prescription 
platform vaccine produc-
tion in the swine, cattle, 
rabbit and deer industries, 
both in the U.S. and inter-
nationally. Chief Operat-
ing Officer Tom Halbur 
said in a news release, 
“This is great news for us, 
for the CVB (USDA Center 

for Veterinary Biologics) 
and more importantly, the 
dairy industry. Our tech-
nology is founded on be-
ing able to respond to dis-
ease challenges faster. Our 
protocol satisfies the states 
requirements and we’re 
looking forward to doing 
our part in supporting 
both the necessary regula-
tory policies and the needs 
of the dairy industry.”

The CVB notice allows 
for vaccine studies to be 
conducted outside of con-
tainment facilities and has 

the potential to accelerate 
agency licensure of H5N1 
vaccines in dairy cows.

Medgene’s proprietary 
model of production was 
developed using modern 
advances in vaccine sci-
ence. The expected result 
of this work will be condi-
tional or full licensure by 
the CVB to produce and 
distribute an H5N1 vac-
cine after it has been 
proven safe and effective 
in dairy cattle. — Jennifer 
Carrico, DTN senior 
livestock editor

H5N1 vaccine tested for dairy cows

economy, furthering the 
BLM’s mission to sustain the 
health, diversity, and produc-
tivity of public lands for the 
use and enjoyment of present 
and future generations.”

The BLM outlined a rea-
sonably foreseeable de-
v e l o p m e n t  s c e n a r i o 
(RFDS) to estimate the 
land area and electricity-
generating capacity re-
quired for potential utili-
ty-scale solar energy de-
velopment in the 11-state 
planning area through 
2045. Based on Depart-
ment of Energy modeling, 
the environmental impact 

report found that 697,833 
acres would be needed for 
solar development. 

Josh Axelrod, a senior 
program advocate at the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council, said while the 
amount of acreage needed 
is less than 2% of the 31 
million acres proposed, it 
allows BLM flexibility for 
siting and the potential to 
develop more than 136 
gigawatts, or enough to 
power 100 million homes. 

Axelrod continued BLM 
seeks to narrow available 
acreage to areas with 
strong development poten-
tial and fewer ecological or 
land-use conflicts. He said 
the final proposed plan in-

troduces a set of updated 
“programmatic design fea-
tures” to refine how proj-
ects are sited, built, oper-
ated, decommissioned and 
reclaimed, categorized into 
three groups: those appli-
cable to all projects, those 
specific to certain resourc-
es and those evaluated on 
a case-by-case basis. 

These design features are 
intended to help develop-
ers avoid environmental 
and cultural impacts, giv-
ing conservation groups 
the tools to collaborate with 
the BLM and solar compa-
nies to ensure low-conflict 
project sites, he said.

With the development 
comes the potential to 

eliminate grazing allot-
ments. According to the 
report, areas developed for 
utility-scale solar energy 
production would likely 
exclude grazing activities, 
leading the BLM to reduce 
the acreage and autho-
rized animal unit months 
associated with livestock 
grazing permits overlap-
ping with solar projects. 

Under the proposed 
plan, approximately 29.9 
million acres of grazing al-
lotments overlap with 
lands available for utility-
scale solar applications, 
representing 90% of the 
total available lands. If de-
velopment follows the pro-
jections outlined in the 

RFDS, it is expected to oc-
cur on roughly 2% of those 
29.9 million acres. Solar 
energy development would 
directly impact only a small 
portion of the total grazing 
allotments, according to 
the agency. However, BLM 
said ongoing research is 
exploring ways to make so-
lar energy facilities com-
patible with cattle grazing.

Reactions
Kaitlynn Glover, execu-

tive director at the Public 
Lands Council (PLC), ex-
pressed significant concern 
with the Western Solar Plan. 
Glover pointed out that 
grazing lands are essential 
for livestock and other land-
use activities, and their in-
clusion in solar develop-
ment zones threatens the 
multiple-use mandate.

“What we have seen with 
scale solar development 
over the last 10 or 12 years 
and since the BLM has met 
their goal of siting 25 giga-
watts of solar by 2025 is you 
convert these landscapes 
from a potential multiple-
use to a single-use environ-
ment,” Glover told WLJ. 
“You can’t have grazing, you 
can’t have recreation, you 
can’t have wildlife habitat.”

Additionally, she warned 
the plan could lead to in-
creased calls for restrictive 
land designations, such as 
monuments or areas of 
critical environmental con-
cern, which could further 
limit grazing and other land 
uses. Glover remains skep-
tical about the feasibility of 
agrivoltaics, particularly on 
public lands, citing the 
challenges of balancing 
large-scale solar installa-
tions with grazing activities.

“Agrivoltaics has been 
successful for private land, 
but I remain skeptical—a 
one-to-one comparison for 
cattle is just entirely unfea-
sible,” Glover said. “We 
looked at it and tried hav-
ing conversations with 
folks trying to make it fea-
sible to have cattle grazing, 
but it is a more challenging 
management scenario. I 
have a tough time believing 
it could be done on a util-
ity scale on public lands.”

Glover emphasized PLC 
continues to advocate ex-
cluding grazing lands 
from the BLM’s solar de-
velopment plans, success-
fully securing a rider in the 
House of Representative’s 
Department of Interior 

appropriations bill  to 
block implementation. 
She anticipates a chal-
lenging funding discus-
sion when Congress re-
turns and doubts that any-
thing new will be included 
in a continuing resolution 
beyond what was in previ-
ous funding bills.

“We’ll need to revisit fis-
cal year 2025 appropria-
tions, likely after the elec-
tion or mid-next year,” 
Glover said. “At that time, 
we’ll address all of our 
policy riders and impor-
tant provisions, such as the 
prohibition of the BLM’s 
public lands rule, to ensure 
there’s no widespread 
change to federal lands.”

Environmental and out-
door groups expressed op-
timism and reservations 
regarding the plan, hoping 
the agency would consider 
the impact on wildlife.

“As the country grapples 
with the need to meet en-
ergy demands, it’s crucial 
to approach the develop-
ment of solar energy with 
the perspective that wild-
life and solar can coexist 
on the landscape,” said 
Joel Webster, interim chief 
conservation officer for 
Theodore Roosevelt Con-
ser vation Partnership 
(TRCP). “TRCP appreci-
ates refinements made by 
the BLM to the Western 
Solar Plan that will help 
maintain seasonal habi-
tats that are crucially im-
portant for the West’s big 
game herds.”

Randi Spivak, public 
lands policy director at the 
Center for Biological Di-
versity, expressed disap-
pointment BLM is priori-
tizing energy development 
over wildlife and protected 
public lands. Spivak em-
phasized that while there 
is space for thoughtfully 
sited solar projects, this 
plan risks widespread 
habitat destruction by al-
lowing industrial develop-
ment across sensitive pub-
lic lands in the West.

Ben Norris, vice presi-
dent of regulatory affairs 
at the Solar Energy Indus-
tries Association, said that 
while they are still review-
ing the plan, it is a “step in 
the right direction.” How-
ever, Norris noted, “Fossil 
fuels have access to over 
80 million acres of public 
land, 2.5 times the amount 
of public land available for 
solar.” — Charles Wallace, 
WLJ contributing editor

SOLAR
(from page 1)

PLC concerned with grazing restrictions

Something for everyone
Bulls: Age advantage spring long 
yearlings, fall yearlings
Females: Open fall yearlings, bred 
heifers

Special Guest Consignors
Bianchi Ranches of Gilroy, CA
BlagG Family Farms of Lodi, CA

Our ranch has always been 
family owned and operated 

females who do their job of producing 
sound, high performing, multi-trait bulls 
with the commercial cattleman in mind. 

14298 N. Atkins Road
Lodi, California 95240

Rita: 209-607-9719
Royce: 209-712-8116

www.mcpheeredangus.com

info@mcpheeredangus.com

Our bulls and femalesananand d d fef malelelesssOuOur r r bububulllll s s s aaa
are stacked with generations of 
performance that will provide 

more dollar value for less 
dollar input.

Request catalog or view on our website:

Sale/Bidding will be 
broadcast live online! 

Videos of each lot available!

Sept. 28, 2024

Red hot Bull & Female Sale

AS GOOD AS THE BEST, BETTER THAN THE REST!

OVER 53 YEARS RAISING RED ANGUS
elam red angus of Mussleshell, MT

Complimentary Lunch 
12:00 PM PST12:0000 PPMM PPSSTT12:0000 PPMM PPSSTT

Bulls sell 
1:00 PM PST1:00 PM PST

Females to followFemales to follow


