
The market started the week on a later note, with the markets closed 
on Monday due to the new federal holiday, Juneteenth. Cash trade 
was limited compared to a week earlier, but bids were steady to sev-
eral dollars higher. Uncertainty about the economy and the rise in 
input costs has knocked corn prices lower, sending feeders higher.

Live cattle futures saw losses of a couple dollars over the week, with 
the June contract down $2.50 to $135.25 and the August contract down 
$2.43 to $133.87.

Cash trade through Thursday totaled about 62,000 head, about 
20,000 head less than a week earlier. Live cattle sold in a 
wide spread, from $137-150, and were steady to $3 higher 
compared to a week earlier. Dressed steers sold from $230-
240, averaging on the higher end of $230.

Cash trade for the week ending June 19 totaled 107,080 
head. Live steers averaged $143.87, and dressed steers 
averaged $229.85.

“The question on many minds is the future regional 
basis for fed cattle. Packers are purchasing cattle for $240 
dressed rather than buying live. Assuming a 63.50 percent 
carcass yield, the sale is the equivalent of $152 live,” wrote 
the Ag Center in the Cattle Report. 

“The range of prices for fed cattle would be $137-$152 or 

$15/cwt—a historic high. Projecting the same regional basis into the 
future involves assuming a premium to the live cattle futures for 
northern cattle. While grading historically is higher in the north, it is 
not $200/head better.”

The national weekly direct beef type price distribution for the week 
of June 13-20 was the following on a live basis:
• Negotiated purchases: $143.63.  
• Formula net purchases: $141.47.  
• Forward contract net purchases: $148.07.  
• Negotiated grid net purchases: $139.31.  

On a dressed basis:
• Negotiated purchases: 
$229.98.  

See MARKETS on page 9

Feeders capitalize on lower corn; cash trade steady

— Regulating flows 
for coho salmon

Family farmers and ranchers in

Siskiyou County in far-northern 
California will continue to face 
unprecedented groundwater and 
surface water curtailments this 

summer and next if the drought 
continues. On June 21, the Cali-
fornia State Water Resources Con-
trol Board readopted a drought 

emergency regulation for the Scott 
River and Shasta River water-
sheds that continues severe cur-
tailments based on new minimum 
flow requirements in the Scott and 
Shasta rivers. 

Some amendments were made 
to the existing emergency regula-
tion, which was put in place by the 
water board last September. Ac-
cording to the Scott Valley Agricul-
ture Water Alliance (AgWA), a lo-
cal grassroots communication 
group that formed in response to 
the emergency regulations, the 
adopted changes added some flex-
ibility to the previous regulation. 

Theodora Johnson, spokesper-
son for AgWA, said water board 
staff have been “very willing to 
talk to us and make fine-tuning 
changes.” But, she added, the re-
adopted regulation still contains 
the major aspects that threaten 
the businesses of the small, multi-
generational farms and ranches in 
the Scott and Shasta valleys.

“The regulation still curtails 
both groundwater and surface 
water irrigation if certain flow 
objectives are not met on either Mel Fletcher

The California State Water Resources Control Board readopted a drought emergency regulation for the Scott River 
and Shasta River watersheds that continues severe curtailments. Pictured here, cattle grazing in Scott Valley.
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CO RIVER CURTAILMENTS CO RIVER CURTAILMENTS — Of-
ficials have warned Colorado River 
water users that they need to cut 
down their water usage drastically or 
face additional mandatory regula-
tions. Page 5Page 5

KS HEAT WAVE KILLS CATTLE KS HEAT WAVE KILLS CATTLE 
— After temperatures above 100 F 
swept through Kansas with little to no 
accompanying wind, thousands of 
cattle in feedlots died of heat stress. 
Page 9Page 9

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORYA LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

Any producer knows that safety prac-
tices on the ranch are of the utmost 
importance, which is why one ranch 
safety booklet issued by the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion in June 1976 drew some criti-
cism: “A government safety pamphlet 
which tells cattlemen how to avoid 
accidents has provoked snickers and 
outright contempt from members of 
Congress and other who believe the 
pamphlet is so over-simplified it in-
sults an average person’s intelligence. 
The booklet’s key advice to livestock 
handlers is to ‘be careful around the 
farm’ and that hazards ‘are one of the 
main causes of accidents.’ Pointing 
out that ‘dangerous gases come from 
manure pits,’ the booklet says ‘be 
careful that you do not fall into the 
manure pits.’”
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— MCOOL and 
mandates left off

The U.S. Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition and For-
estry has moved the Meat and 
Poultry Special Investigator Act 
of 2022 and the Cattle Price 
Discovery and Transparency Act 
of 2022 to the Senate floor for a 
full vote. 

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), 
chairwoman of the committee, 
urged her colleagues to pass the 
bills and thanked them for their 
leadership on these issues, stat-
ing the bills will “make progress 
toward a more competitive, 
transparent and fair supply 
chain that is better for American 
producers.”

Ranking Member Sen. John 
Boozman (R-AR) said the bills 
were “born out of frustration.” 
Boozman was concerned about 
whether the bills were solutions 

to the problems and if they would 
have unintended consequences. 
Boozman expressed that the 
Meat and Poultry Special Inves-
tigator Act will burden small 
processors, while large packers 
have the means to comply with 
the law. Boozman said USDA 
already has a Packers and Stock-
yards Division; if funding is an 
issue, the committee should ad-
dress that, he said. 

Boozman went on to say he 
thinks “the industry, our ranch 
families and our rural communi-
ties will all suffer if we insert the 
federal government into day-to-
day business decisions.” 

The committee unanimously 
passed the Meat and Poultry 
Special Investigator Act of 2022 
after Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
offered an amendment to make 
the special investigator a senior 
USDA employee and direct the 
special investigator to coordinate 

Market, investigator bills 
pass out of committee

See BILLS on page 7

Following National Livestock 
Credit Corporation’s acquisition 
of the Western Livestock Journal
(WLJ) earlier this year, the leader-
ship reins of the highly-esteemed 
agriculture publication have been 
turned over to Logan Ipsen. 

Ipsen, who joined WLJ in 2012, 
has worked primarily in the West-
ern region, serving as a territory 
manager in California, Nevada, 
Utah, Idaho, Oregon and Wash-
ington, but he has also repre-
sented the company at many 
events across the country. In his 
tenure, he has worked with a 
multitude of accounts, including 
seedstock producers, commercial 
ranchers and corporations of all 
sizes.

“Over the course of 100 years, 
the WLJ has sustained itself as a 
staple in agriculture information. 
We plan to uphold that standard 
by continuing to provide excep-
tional editorial, dedicated cus-
tomer service and respected lead-

ership,” Ipsen said. 
“Producers have long relied on 

the WLJ’s information, and we 
plan to maintain that responsibil-
ity while bridging the gap between 
print and digital media. I’m ex-
cited for this opportunity, thankful 
for National’s trust and ready to 
take on today’s challenges with a 
fantastic team around me.”

Prior to working for WLJ, Ipsen, 
who graduated from Utah State 
University, served as a regional 
manager for the American Angus 
Association. Ipsen resides in New 
Plymouth, ID, with his wife, Ste-
vie, and their three children, 
where they own and operate a 
cow-calf and Quarter Horse op-
eration.

“At National Livestock, we have 
long admired the great service 
WLJ has provided to the entire 
industry,” said Danny Jones on 
behalf of the National Livestock 
family of businesses. “We con-
gratulate WLJ on their success 

and look forward to supporting 
their continued service and 
growth as we move forward to-
gether. 

“We congratulate Logan for his 

See WLJ on page 6

Logan Ipsen named president of 
Western Livestock Journal LLC

Logan Ipsen has been selected to 
lead Western Livestock Journal 
LLC as president.

CA water board readopts precedent-setting 
groundwater regs in Shasta, Scott watersheds

See WATER on page 12

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

WEEK ENDING: 6-23-22

CME FEEDER
$165.23

DRESSED STEERS
$237.69

LIVE STEERS
 $140.62

5 AREA WEEKLY WTD
AVERAGE STEER PRICE
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Legislative storm ahead

The Senate Ag Commit-
tee was busy last week 
approving more mar-

ket legislation: S. 3870, the 
Meat and Poultry Special In-
vestigator Act, and S. 4030, the 
Cattle Price Discovery and 
Transparency Act. Now they 
need to present it to the Senate 
for a full vote—I would expect 
to see the Senate pass it with a 
few amendments attached. 

Then the House of Representatives passed H.R. 
7606, the Lower Food and Fuel Costs Act, which cre-
ates a food supply chain task force and something for 
precision agriculture and contains several of the 
House legislation proposals like the Meat and Poultry 
Special Investigator Act, the Butcher Block Act and 
the Low Carbon Biofuel Credit Act.

Why does USDA need a special investigator when 
they have the Packers and Stockyards Division to al-
ready investigate the industry? It seems redundant 
to me. Then S. 4030 is a bill that would mandate 
some level of negotiated cash trade, like the proposal 
to force packers to buy 50 percent of their plant re-
quirements on the negotiated cash markets and have 
those cattle delivered inside of 14 days.

Do you really think that the government is going to 
improve the market for cattle? I wouldn’t bet the 
farm on it. The transparency part of the bill is to al-
low you to see those detailed alternative marketing 
agreements (AMAs). This bill will not add 50 cents a 
pound to your fed cattle—the supply of cattle will 
take care of that. I think we are going to see the 
smallest national cow herd ever over the next few 
years.

I honestly can’t believe part of this industry wants 
the government involved in managing a commodity 
market. The dairy industry jumped into a govern-
ment-controlled milk market 80-plus years ago and 
now they want the federal milk marketing order ad-
justed.

This legislation has been controversial to say the 
least and has split the industry. The irony is that it 
has more of an effect on fed cattle trade. Feeder cattle 
are for the most part still sold at auction, which is the 
ultimate form of negotiated cash trade. Auction mar-
kets are where feeder cattle start the consolidation 
process into the big feedlots, and they provide a very 
important function in our cattle marketing system.

It’s interesting how folks can have such diverse 
opinions on cattle marketing. The folks from the 
United States Cattlemen’s Association feel that “this 
bill is one of the much-needed solutions to an increas-
ingly consolidated meat industry. Studies have shown 
that without government intervention, negotiated 
trade in the U.S. marketplace will fall to zero percent 
by 2026 in parts of the country. When producers don’t 
have the ability to negotiate a fair price for their cat-
tle based on current market conditions, it results in a 
vertically integrated corporate controlled beef supply 
chain. This threatens the livelihoods of producers and 
the security of our national food system.” 

When it comes to supporting research, each side 
seems to come up with a university-sponsored docu-
ment supporting their side’s point of view. Very little 
of this bogus research is used in crafting a final deci-
sion. In this case, I don’t think a good decision can be 
made. The government never belongs in a free mar-
ket.

Then the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
says, “The Cattle Price Discovery and Transparency 
Act would subject every cattle producer in the coun-
try to a business-altering government mandate. The 
bill would severely restrict the use of AMAs, which 
provide stability to producers and allow them to in-
vest in creating higher-quality and specialty products 
that command a premium. The bill fails to consider 
the unique ways producers raise cattle in different re-
gions of the country.”

Now the Senate will have to vote, and from what 
I’m hearing, there isn’t a lot of interest or time on the 
Senate schedule to do much. August recess is around 
the corner, and then campaign season is on for many 
senators up for reelection.

Frankly, I’m surprised these bills got as much trac-
tion as they did. Cattlemen will get a few things out 
of this legislative package, but I doubt they will get 
any market-making provisions like the 50/14 plan. 

Cattle markets are doing well right now—feedlots 
are current, packers don’t have a lot of cattle around 
them, slaughter levels have been robust and July is 
just around the corner. We’re moving into summer in 
pretty good shape. Now we just need to keep praying 
for rain. — PETE CROW
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Farming and rural. Those words used to go hand in hand. 
And in most areas, they still do, but more and more, farm-
ers in every region of the country are finding themselves 
surrounded by suburban communities as our population 
grows. Farmers in urban and suburban counties face unique 
challenges, but they also have a unique set of opportunities 
and lessons we can glean from as we work together to 
strengthen agriculture.

Highways and houses have dramatically changed the 
landscape as urban centers spread. What doesn’t change 
with the landscape, however, is the farm spirit. I recently 
traveled to Connecticut where farmers have decades of 
practice farming in the middle of suburban sprawl. Every 
farmer I met there was committed to making their com-
munity better, whether they were just starting out or farm-
ing land that has been in the family for generations. These 
farmers connect with consumers directly, as many of them 
sell straight to the customer or in a local market. Others 
have regular opportunities to share more information about 
farm practices with their neighbors who look out on their 
fields from less than 100 yards away.

We can’t expect our neighbors, suburban or rural, to 
naturally understand the ins and outs of farming. Simply 
living next to a business doesn’t make you an expert, any 
more than living near a hospital makes you a doctor. That’s 
why building relationships and listening is so important. 
Being a good farmer starts with being a good neighbor, 
whether that means planting extra trees or helping prepare 
the soil for a neighbor’s home garden. Farmers in suburban 
and urban counties are on the front lines of building 
bridges with consumers.

Agriculture is critical to local communities and economies 
in all 50 states and Puerto Rico. Unfortunately, lawmakers 
in urban areas often lose sight of that simply because they 
don’t know farmers or haven’t ever been to a farm. This is 
where farmers near suburban areas are uniquely positioned 
to give lawmakers a firsthand look at agriculture. 

During my visit to Connecticut, a local farm family 
hosted a dinner where about half of the state’s congres-
sional delegation, plus several state leaders, made an ap-
pearance. In many states, that’s unheard of! But that’s the 
power of farmers who are active in their local communities. 
Don’t ever lose sight of the valuable role you play. You have 
a voice and a vote. You might not turn the tide with one 

farm visit, but building relationships over time with local, 
state and national leaders can reap benefits in strengthen-
ing our farm communities for the future.

While there are a good number of farms around the 
country that have been in business for generations, I’d 
wager that few of them, if any, look the same as when they 
started. I know mine sure doesn’t three generations in. 
Farmers must adapt and diversify to meet the demands of 
changing markets. I am amazed when I meet a farmer who 
can point to a sign that says “Established in 1819.” And I 
am just as amazed when I speak with a farmer who got a 
loan and started from scratch in 2019. Both are producing 
for what today’s customers want and need, and both are 
committed to leaving their land and communities better 
than when their farms began.

Farmers are innovators, always looking for ways to be 
more efficient and adapt to the changing times, from test-
ing out new crops to adding robotic technology. I met with 
one apple grower who pointed out innovations from his 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather and great-great-
grandfather. Today, he’s adding his own to the list with an 
automated packing line, and he plans to break ground on 
a cider distillery.

Of course, I know there are real challenges that come 
with farming close to suburban areas as well, from safety 
concerns near busy highways to the added pressure of 
development and rising land costs. We need to work through 
those challenges together in a manner that avoids hostility 
while ensuring farmers can continue stocking America’s 
pantries.

Farm Bureau is committed to providing all our members 
with the tools they need to succeed. If you farm in or near 
an urban county, I encourage you to check out the new 
urban county resources page on Farm Bureau University 
at www.fb.org. And as always, please reach out to Farm 
Bureau staff—from the county to the state to the national 
level. We are here to serve you.

While our challenges may vary from region to region, 
American farmers are united in our dedication to support 
our neighbors and to grow safe, sustainable food for all. It’s 
not easy work, but we farm because we love what we do 
and we want to see our families, our communities and our 
nation thrive. — Zippy Duvall, American Farm Bureau 
Federation president

GUEST UEST OPINIONPINION
FARMING IN THE SUBURBS, 

SUSTAINING LOCAL AGRICULTURE

Nov. 22, 1976, Vol. 55, No. 4

AMI told increased beef sales to Japan unlikely
A large increase in 

beef exports to Japan 
from the U.S. appears 
unlikely, according to 
Don Paarlberg, director 
of agriculture econom-
ics for USDA. Paarl-
berg, attending the an-
nual meeting of the 
American Meat Insti-
tute in Chicago, told 
Western Livestock 
Journal he believes the 
Japanese do not have 
an appetite for Ameri-
can type beef, and they 
will continue to rely on 
Australia for most of 
their beef supplies be-
cause of proximity and 
preference for the Aus-
tralian’s leaner type of 
meat.

Asked about govern-
ment crop loan rates, 
Paarlberg said he felt 
Congress and the Cart-
er administration will 
want to increase the 
loan levels. He said the

effect this would have 
on the domestic live-
stock sector is uncer-
tain and dependent on 
how high the loan rates 
are set and on the 
amount of crop produc-
tion in the future. 
Paarlberg declined to 
speculate what a maxi-
mum realistic loan level 
would be for wheat, 
corn and soybeans, but 
did say that the govern-
ment was now re-
searching the whole 
area. — WLJ

Paarlberg said 
he felt Congress 
and the Carter 
administration 

will want to 
increase the 
loan levels.
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Agribusiness operations are unique–we get it. Our agribusiness coverages can give you the 
flexibility to completely customize your business insurance in a way that will help suit your 
needs best, leaving you free to focus on what matters most to you 24/7. And, even better, as 
multi-line agents, our coverage options extend beyond farm and ranch to personal and family 
insurance needs, too. We’ll always be by your side.

For more information, and to connect with a local American National 
agent near you visit an.insure/northwest or call 800-899-6519.

— A M E R I C A N  N A T I O N A L  I S  W I T H  Y O U  T I L L  T H E  E N D —



WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL4 JUNE 27, 2022

Alleging California’s 
Proposition 12 would 
“transform the pork indus-
try nationwide” in violation 
of the Commerce Clause, 
two agriculture groups 
asked the Supreme Court to 
declare the law unconstitu-
tional in an opening brief 
filed in a case on June 17.

The Supreme Court ac-
cepted a petition filed by the 
National Pork Producers 
Council (NPPC) and the 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) chal-
lenging the law that took 
effect in January.

Proposition 12 prohibits 
the sale of pork not pro-
duced according to Califor-
nia’s production standards. 
Proposition 12 applies to 
any uncooked pork sold in 
the state, regardless of 
whether it was raised in 
California.

Smithfield Foods an-
nounced recently that it was 
closing its only hog process-
ing plant in California be-
cause of the rising costs of 
doing business in the state.

Proposition 12 would 
make it a criminal offense 
and civil violation to sell 
whole pork meat in Califor-
nia unless the pig it comes 
from is born to a sow that 
was housed with 24 square 
feet of space and in condi-
tions that allow a sow to 
turn around without touch-
ing an enclosure.

Voters in the state passed 
Proposition 12 in 2018 with 
nearly 63 percent of votes 
supporting it.

In their opening brief to 
the court, the ag groups said 
few, if any, sows are housed 
in such a manner anywhere 
in the country.

“Farmers almost univer-
sally keep sows in individu-
al pens that do not comply 
with Proposition 12 during 
the vulnerable period be-
tween a sow’s weaning a 
litter of piglets and confir-
mation of her next preg-
nancy,” the ag groups said 
in the brief.

“There are very few sow 
farms in California. The 
state imports 99.87 percent 

of the pork it consumes. 
Proposition 12 therefore 
governs the housing condi-
tions of sows located almost 
exclusively outside of Cali-
fornia.”

The groups said Proposi-
tion 12’s reach is not limited 
to the 13 percent of all U.S. 
pork imported into Califor-
nia.

“A market pig progresses 
through multiple farms out-
side of California as it is 
raised, and then is pro-
cessed into many different 
cuts of meat that are sold 
across the country,” the brief 
said.

“If any part of a pig is sold 
in California, the sow it 
came from must be Proposi-
tion 12-compliant. And sow 
farmers cannot say with 
certainty that no meat from 
any of their pigs will be sold 
in California, after those 
pigs pass through nursery 
and finishing farms, a pack-
er-slaughter plant, then 
distributors, before their 
meat reaches consumers.”

Impact on U.S. 
industry 

The groups said the U.S. 
industry as a whole would 
be forced to reduce herd 
sizes or build “costly new 
facilities, and they will re-
quire changes in every as-
pect of caring for sows, in-
cluding feeding, breeding, 
medical care, and farm la-
bor.”

NPPC President Terry 
Wolters, owner of Stoney 
Creek Farms in Pipestone, 
MN, said in a statement 
that farmers already place 
“top priority” on the health 
and welfare of their ani-
mals.

“California’s Proposition 
12 illegally regulates farms 
across the country and in-
ternational borders,” he 
said.

“It will have ripple effects 
of jeopardizing the health 
and safety of the entire U.S. 
herd, driving many smaller 
farmers out of business, 
dramatically increasing 
costs, and limiting consum-

er choice of affordable and 
nutritious pork products.”

AFBF President Presi-
dent Zippy Duvall said in a 
statement the law has the 
“potential to devastate 
small family farms across 
the nation through unneces-
sary and expensive renova-
tions, and every family will 
ultimately pay for the law 
through higher food prices.”

At the end of January, a 
California court halted the 
enforcement of Proposition 
12, moving back enforce-
ment of the animal-welfare 
law to six months after rules 
are finalized.

The California Depart-
ment of Food and Agricul-
ture is more than two years 
late in finalizing rules for 
the law that places animal-
welfare restrictions on pork 
producers who sell products 
in the state.

The Commerce Clause 
grants Congress power to 
regulate trade among states 
and restricts states from 
regulating commerce out-
side their borders, except for 

matters related to public 
health and safety.

In July 2021, the 9th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals said 
in its ruling that although 
Proposition 12 would have 
“dramatic upstream effects 
and require pervasive 
changes to the pork indus-
try nationwide,” the court 
ruled its own precedent 
wouldn’t allow the ag 
groups’ case to continue.

Back in March 2021, Ra-
bobank said in a report the 
U.S. pork industry faces a 
daunting task to comply 
with Proposition 12 if the 
legal challenge comes up 
short.

The NPPC, AFBF and 
other ag groups have said 
farmers face a daunting 
task to continue selling 
pork to California. Pork 
producers would need to 
switch to alternative sow 
housing systems, requiring 
billions of dollars in sow-
barn conversions or build-
ing new barns. — Todd 
Neeley, DTN staff report-
er

Ag to SCOTUS: CA’s Prop 12 illegally regulates US hog industry

— Wolves 
removed

The Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
has authorized the removal 
of four wolves from the 
Chesnimnus Pack in re-
sponse to continued livestock 

depredations in Wallowa 
County. The move comes as 
depredations are increasing 
in the state and throughout 
the West. 

ODFW’s authorization on 
June 17 comes after the de-
partment lethally removed a 
yearling male wolf from the 

Chesnimnus Pack on June 
13. Despite the rancher us-
ing nonlethal measures 
along Crow Creek in Wal-
lowa County and the remov-
al of one wolf by the producer 
on May 3, the Chesnimnus 
Pack continued depreda-
tions. ODFW confirmed a 

calf was euthanized due to 
injury, and another calf was 
killed in a separate pasture 
on June 4. Both were attrib-
uted to the Chesnimnus 
Pack. 

ODFW also confirmed 
other depredation incidents 
throughout the state in the 
last few weeks. On June 6, a 
livestock producer in Baker 
County found three injured 
calves with bite marks con-
sistent with wolf attacks. 
According to ODFW, the at-
tacks appear to be from the 
same event, and ODFW at-
tributed the attacks to the 
Lookout Mountain Pack. The 
attacks are the first attrib-
uted to the pack since Octo-
ber 2021. 

In Union County on May 
31, the remains of a calf were 
found in the same pasture 
where depredations occurred 
earlier that month. Due to 
the lack of hide and muscle 
tissue, ODFW listed the at-
tack as probable and did not 
state what pack could be re-
sponsible. Two separate inci-
dents took place on May 30. 
One was in Umatilla County 
and was attributed to the 
Ukiah Pack, causing the loss 
of one sheep and a lamb. The 
second was in Grant County 
and was attributed to the 
Desolation Pack, which in-
jured a calf with multiple 

previous bite wounds. 
In northeastern Washing-

ton, the Togo Pack has in-
jured or killed four calves 
within the last 30 days, re-
sulting in the Washington 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) issuing a 
lethal removal permit. 
WDFW Director Kelly 
Susewind said in a state-
ment the department consid-
ered using nonlethal mea-
sures, but lethal removal was 
considered because the Togo 
Pack has been involved in 
five depredations in the past 
10 months. Susewind issued 
a lethal removal permit on 
June 13 for the removal of 
one to two wolves. 

“The lethal removal of one 

to two wolves from the Togo 
Pack territory is not expected 
to harm the wolf population’s 
ability to reach the statewide 
or local recovery objective,” 
stated WDFW.

WDFW said there were 
seven wolves in the pack as 
of their last count in 2021. 

Two wolves from the Togo 
Pack—an adult male and a 
yearling female—were re-
moved by WDFW in mid-
June. 

“It’s past time that some-
thing gets done to protect 
livestock, but unfortunately, 
I do not think that killing one 
or two of the pack is going to 

slow the attacks at this 
point,” Scott Nielsen, presi-
dent of the Stevens County 
Cattlemen’s Association, 
told the Center Square. 
“(WDFW) waited too long, 
and they’ve now got a chron-
ically depredating pack of 
wolves on their hands.”

Nielsen believes there are 
many other injuries and 
deaths to livestock that 
WDFW has not confirmed 
due to pressure from Gov. 
Jay Inslee (D), who has 
asked WDFW to find ways to 
reduce the number of wolves 
being euthanized.

In California, six incidents 
were investigated by the 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) on 
private land in eastern Sis-
kiyou County in May. The 
department determined 
three incidents were not dep-
redations, despite finding 
cow and calf carcasses. 
CDFW stated in their inves-
tigations there were no 
wolves present near the esti-
mated time of death. A con-
firmed depredation occurred 
on May 29 with a calf that 
had bite wounds on its car-
cass, and CDFW confirmed 
the presence of wolf tracks, 
and the GPS collar from 
OR85 showed the wolf was 
in the area. OR85 was also 
attributed to an attack on 
May 1, as GPS data showed 
the wolf was in the area. A 
trio of wolves drove yearlings 
through several pastures 
and killed one on May 1 in 
southern Lassen County. 
LAS09F’s GPS collar was in 
the general area of the car-
cass on the night of May 1 
and early morning of May 2.

CDFW has launched an 
Interim Wolf Livestock Loss 
Compensation Grant Pro-
gram. Livestock producers 
who lost animals to con-
firmed or probable wolf pre-
dations, as verified by 
CDFW, can apply for com-
pensation at fair market 
value for losses incurred on 
or after Sept. 23, 2021. Pro-
ducers can find information 
at wildlife.ca.gov or email 
wolfprogram@wildlife.ca.gov 
with questions. — Charles 
Wallace, WLJ editor

Wolf depredations accelerate in the West

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of livestock producers, 
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities calendar 
lists internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- and 
livestock-focused students, listed by 
application deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to announce, 
please email it to editorial@wlj.net.)

Aug. 1 – The Northern International 
Livestock Exposition (NILE) is 
searching for college students that 
can keep up with the fast-paced 
environment of the NILE Stock Show 
and Rodeo. For more information, 
visit www.thenile.org/p/events/youth-
events/internships, call 406-256-2495 
or email shelby@thenile.org.

YOUTH OUTH OPPORTUNITIESPPORTUNITIES
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“(WDFW) waited too long, and 
they’ve now got a chronically 
depredating pack of wolves on 

their hands.”
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Kansas State (K-State) 
University fisheries and 
aquaculture specialist Joe 
Gerken said dead fish in a 
pond could be a result of 
algae that rob the pond of 
oxygen.

Gerken said filamentous 
algae—more commonly 
called pond moss—can 
form when a pond fills with 
sediment and sunlight hits 
the bottom of the pond, 
increasing plant growth. 
When pond moss dies, bac-
teria will eat it up, using up 
oxygen needed by other 
aquatic life and creating an 
unlivable environment for 
fish, he said.

“We want to make sure 
we can get it under control 
and get it out of the pond 
as quickly as we can to 
keep that pond healthy,” 
Gerken said.

Nutrient runoff from 
lawn fertilizer or nearby 

agricultural fields can also 
contribute to algae growth, 
according to Gerken.

He added that one of the 
easiest things landowners 
can do to slow the increase 
of algae in the pond is to 
allow grass to grow around 
the pond.

“Those plants are going 
to take up a lot of the nu-
trients that would other-
wise be washing in,” he 
said. “So let them grow up.”

Mowing strips in the 
grass to access the pond is 
all right, but “Allowing it to 
grow where possible is 
best.”

When prevention fails, 
Gerken shared tips on how 
to treat pond moss:
• Mechanical control 
— “You want to make sure 
when algae is removed 
from the water, you remove 
it from the watershed,” 
Gerken said. “If not, the 

nutrients will likely get 
back into the water.”
• Biological control — 
“In Kansas, the most com-
mon fish that we see is the 
white amur or the grass 
carp,” Gerken said. Grass 
carp are picky eaters and 
don’t reach their full poten-
tial for about two years, so 
they are less effective.
• Chemical control — 
“There are a lot of times 
when we need chemicals, 
but some of the other op-
tions are better,” Gerken 
said. If using chemicals, 
Gerken said it is important 
to use aquatic herbicide 
and treat one-quarter of 
the pond at a time. He 
added that chemicals “are 
kind of a last-ditch effort.”

More information is 
available at local Exten-
sion offices. — K-State 
Research and Exten-
sion

This summer, watch for algae 

in ponds to protect aquatic life

— Face mandatory 
reductions

During a recent Senate 
hearing this month on 
short- and long-term 
drought solutions, Bureau 
of Reclamation (BOR) Com-
missioner Camille Touton 
warned that Colorado River 
water users need to cut back 
dramatically to preserve 
reservoir levels voluntarily, 
or the agency will act uni-
laterally to cut water use. 

Speaking to the Senate 
Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources, Touton 
said Colorado River Basin 
states and Tribes need to 
devise a plan to cut water 
use by 2-4 million acre-feet 
of water (an acre-foot is 
325,851 gallons) in the next 
60 days. To put this into 
perspective, Arizona uses 
2.8 million acre-feet of wa-
ter from the Colorado River, 
California uses 4.4 million 
acre-feet and Colorado uses 
3.9 million acre-feet. 

“The challenges we are 
seeing today are unlike any-
thing we have seen in our 
history,” Touton said at the 
hearing.

Touton said it is in the 

agency’s authority to “act 
unilaterally to protect the 
system,” but they are “pur-
suing a path of partnership” 
in reaching a consensus so-
lution. 

Touton told the commit-
tee the August 24-Month 
Study is when they deter-
mine what the operations 
are for the agency for the 
next calendar year.

Touton noted in her open-
ing statement that Lake 
Mead and Lake Powell lev-
els are at their lowest since 
2000. Touton said projec-
tions for hydroelectric pro-
duction for Lake Mead, the 
reservoir behind Hoover 
Dam, could diminish by 0.5 
to 2.5 percent over the next 
five years. Hydroelectric 
generation at the Glen Can-
yon Dam, which holds back 
Lake Powell, has dimin-
ished by 16 percent since 
2000. The latest 24-Month 
Study shows a decrease of 
forecasted inflow by 1.5 mil-
lion acre-feet. 

Touton said the agency 
had made efforts to hold 
back 480,000 acre-feet in 
Lake Powell that normally 
goes to Arizona, California 
and Nevada to save water 

levels. In a separate action 
announced earlier this year, 
Upper Basin states worked 
with BOR to send another 
500,000 acre-feet to Lake 
Powell from the Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir on the 
Utah-Wyoming border. 

Sen. Mark Kelly (D-AZ) 
emphasized the state is do-
ing its share of conserving 
water by fallowing agricul-
tural fields and conserving 
850,000 acre-feet of water. 
Kelly asked Touton if Upper 
Basin states have a plan for 
utilizing drought resources 
under the Drought Contin-
gency Plan. Touton stated 
that BOR is currently work-
ing with the Upper Basin 
states under the Drought 
Response Operations Agree-
ment to release water to 
Lake Powell. Still, there 
could be more “systems and 
management.”

“Is the commissioner talk-
ing about reducing use in 
the Upper Basin?” Colorado 
River Commissioner Re-
becca Mitchell asked at an 
Upper Colorado River Com-
mission (UCRC) meeting 
held at the same time of the 
hearing. “Given the imbal-
ance of where the water is 

being taken out and used 
right now, that would be 
very hard to stomach.”

Recent data released by 
UCRC, an interstate agency 
that manages water in the 
Upper Basin, shows total 
water use, including water 
lost to evaporation, was 
about 3.5 million acre-feet 
in 2021 for Upper Basin 
states. For the Lower Basin 
states of Arizona, California 
and Nevada, total water 
use, including evaporation, 
was about 10 million acre-
feet, including 1.5 million 
acre-feet to Mexico. 

John J. Entsminger, gen-
eral manager of the South-
ern Nevada Water Author-
ity, told panel members the 
situation is bleak, calling it 
a “slow-motion train wreck 
for 20 years (that) is accel-
erating, and the moment of 
reckoning is near.” 

Entsminger said the solu-
tion is “a degree of demand 
management previously 
considered unattainable” 
and pointed to Nevada’s ef-
forts to reduce water as an 
example to other states. 
Entsminger said despite the 
population increasing by 
over 800,000 residents, wa-

ter consumption was down 
26 percent in the last two 
decades through conserva-
tion measures like replacing 
grass, setting mandatory 
irrigation schedules and 
strictly enforcing water 
waste rules.

“In engaging my col-
leagues in other states, it is 
clear they recognize the ur-
gency of this situation and 
are ramping up conserva-
tion efforts,” Entsminger 
said. “However—and there 
is no way around this—cit-
ies alone cannot address 
this crisis, not because of 
indifference, but because we 
simply don’t use enough 
water to tip the scale.”

Entsminger suggested 
farmers could plant water-
efficient crops, as 80 percent 
of the Colorado River is used 
by agriculture. 

“I’m not suggesting that 
farmers stop farming, but 
rather that they carefully 
consider crop selection and 
make the investments need-
ed to optimize irrigation ef-
ficiency,” Entsminger said. 

Entsminger also supports 
Senate Bill 2568, the Open 
Access Evapotranspiration 
Data Act, which directs the 
U.S. Geological Survey to 
use satellite-based data to 
advance the quantification 
of evaporation and con-
sumptive water use.

Patrick O’Toole, president 
of the Family Farm Alli-
ance, said at the hearing 
many of the alliance's mem-
bers are facing another year 
of severe water shortages. 
At the same time, the gov-
ernment has “no real fed-

eral policy action other than 
to limit irrigation supplies 
to farmers and residents.”

O’Toole noted that farm-
ers and ranchers faced an 
unprecedented drought in 
2021, forcing many to re-
duce herds, let fields go fal-
low or plant more water-
efficient crops. O’Toole cau-
tioned that further reduc-
tions in water delivery to 
agriculture would affect the 
food supply in the U.S., re-
sulting in higher food prices 
and hurting rural communi-
ties and the environment. 

Days after the Senate 
hearing, the University of 
Colorado Boulder held its 
annual Colorado Law Con-
ference on Natural Resourc-
es focused on the Colorado 
River.

Tanya Trujillo, the assis-
tant secretary for water and 
science at the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior, told the 
conference it’s up to the 
states to decide on appropri-
ate water cuts and conser-
vation measures, and the 
government will support 
and aid those decisions 
through funding and re-
sources. 

Trujillo said the BOR’s 
order includes all Colorado 
River Basin states, includ-
ing the Upper Basin, even 
though they do not rely on 
water supplies from Lake 
Mead and Lake Powell. 

“We need to be taking ac-
tion in all states, in all sec-
tors, in all available ways,” 
Trujillo said. “We need to be 
thinking as one basin.” — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ 
editor

CO River water users need to cut back dramatically, offi cials warn

Record-level red meat ex-
ports of $18.7 billion in 2021 
had a major impact on the 
corn and soybean industries, 
according to an independent 
study by the Juday Group. 
The study quantified the 
returns that red meat ex-
ports brought to corn and 
soybean producers in 2021 
nationally and at state levels 
for leading corn-producing 
and soybean-producing 
states.

“The study validates the 
red meat industry’s collab-
orative approach to export 
market development,” said 
U.S. Meat Export Federa-
tion (USMEF) Chair-Elect 
Dean Meyer, who produces 
corn, soybeans, cattle and 
hogs near Rock Rapids, IA. 
“Beef and pork exports drive 
value directly back to my 

farm, and this study helps 
confirm the return on this 
investment for all corn and 
soybean producers.”

Corn and soybean growers 
support the international 
promotion of U.S. pork, beef 
and lamb by investing a por-
tion of their checkoff dollars 
in market development ef-
forts conducted by USMEF.

Key findings from the Ju-
day Group study, which uti-
lized 2021 export data, in-
clude:
• Nationally, beef and pork 
exports accounted for 537 
million bushels of corn us-
age, equating to $2.94 billion 
(at an average corn price of 
$5.48/bushel).
• Pork exports accounted for 
99.3 million bushels of soy-
bean usage nationwide (the 
equivalent of 2.36 million 

metric tons of soybean meal), 
which equated to $1.3 billion 
(at an average soybean price 
of $13.13/bushel).
• Beef and pork exports ac-
counted for 3.4 million tons 
of usage, equating to $716 
million (at an average price 
of $209.92/ton).

“The industrywide col-
laboration to promote value-
added U.S. red meat in in-
ternational markets works 
to the benefit of the entire 
red meat industry,” said 
Mark Legan, a hog farmer 
from Coatesville, IN, who 
serves on the USMEF Ex-
ecutive Committee. 

“Red meat export growth 
results in greater demand 
for feed inputs and added 
value at every step of the 
supply chain. This study 
demonstrates the signifi-

cance of global trade to the 
bottom line of American 
farmers and ranchers.” — 
USMEF

Red meat exports deliver value back 
to corn and soybean producers

Cattle Country Video • Torrington, WY
www.cattlecountryvideo.com

High Plains Showcase
Goshen Co Rendezvous Center

Torrington, Wyoming
July 6th, 2022

CCVCattle Country Video www.cattlecountryvideo.com

Offering 10,769 head

• Sale Day Bid Line: 307-575-5005
• Broadcast on Dish Network Channel 998

• Online Viewing & Bidding Available on Cattle USA
• Preview Lots on Catalog Page on www.cattlecountryvideo.com

7,850 Yearling Steers

2,084 Yearling Heifers

745 Calves

90 Bred Cows

Starting @ 10:00 am
1. Yearlings
2. Calves
3. Bred Cows
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Western ag asks EPA for WOTUS clarity
To say that water is a big 

deal in the West is an un-
derstatement. So, when the 
Biden administration set 
out to rewrite the Clean 
Water Act’s waters of the 
U.S. (WOTUS) definition 
for the third time in the past 
decade, the Family Farm 
Alliance, which represents 
irrigators in the 17 Western 
states, became a bit un-
nerved.

Dan Keppen, executive 
director of the alliance, told 
federal regulators during a 
WOTUS roundtable on 
June 16 that his organiza-
tion has “significant con-
cerns” with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ latest rewrite 
attempt.

Keppen told the agencies 
any WOTUS rule-making 
should be put on hold until 
after the upcoming Su-
preme Court case Sackett v. 
EPA is resolved. The court 
has scheduled oral argu-
ments in the case for early 
October. The Sackett case 
has drawn the attention of 
the regulated community 
because an eventual court 
ruling could determine the 
way water is regulated for 
generations to come.

“It incorporates both the 
significant nexus and rela-
tively permanent tests from 
the Supreme Court decision 
to temporarily define Clean 
Water Act jurisdiction for 
wetlands, other waters and 
tributaries,” Keppen said of 
the Biden administration’s 
efforts.

“This vastly expands reg-
ulatory jurisdiction beyond 
just returning to the pre-
2015 regulations and guid-
ance as proposed in the rule. 
We believe that agencies 
should limit the scope of 
proposed rule-making to 
only restoring pre-2015 
regulations and guidance; 
they should not be modified 
to reflect the agency’s fur-
ther interpretation of Su-
preme Court decisions in 
this rule-making.” 

Keppen said farmers and 
ranchers in the West are 
concerned a new WOTUS 
definition would “transform 
the Clean Water Act into a 
federal land-use regula-
tion.”

Considering the ongoing 
water challenges in the 
West, Keppen said WOTUS 
definitions have to allow for 
water users to continue to 
maximize water resources 
at a time when drought has 
a firm grip.

“This could impact West-
ern farming communities in 
many ways, such as adding 
new regulatory burdens to 
important infrastructure 
projects, expanded opportu-
nities for litigation, and 
shifting away from local and 
state water management,” 
he said.

The Family Farm Alli-
ance said it supports efforts 
to recognize most ditches as 
nonjurisdictional waters 
where construction, main-
tenance and rehabilitation 
efforts can be done with 
little federal intrusion.

In addition, Keppen said 

the agencies should move 
away from regulating 
ephemeral waters, particu-
larly in the West where 
those features are dry land.

“In some cases, ephem-
eral drainage only lasts a 
few hours or a few days for 
the whole year,” he said. 
“We need crystal-clear ex-
clusion from Clean Water 
Act jurisdiction for all of the 
West’s important irrigation 
infrastructure. Otherwise, 
the entire Western irriga-
tion and drainage system 
can be classified as a 
WOTUS and subjected to 
really incredible bureau-
cratic red tape.

“This could potentially 
disrupt the timing of water 
deliveries and result in the 
fouling of some of the coun-
try’s and the world’s most 
reliable and consistent 
sources of food and fiber. 
Without clear exemptions 
for these irrigation features, 
we know we’ll see critics of 
irrigated agriculture claim 
that those features aren’t 
subject to Clean Water Act 
jurisdiction, and this could 
spawn years of lengthy and 
costly litigation.”

Expanded regulation in 
the West, he said, could cre-
ate uncertainty and “cripple 
Western agriculture.”

Farming 
exclusions

James Johansson, presi-
dent of the California Farm 
Bureau Federation, said a 
new WOTUS would need to 

provide exclusions for farm-
ers and ranchers.

Without the exclusions or 
exemptions, he said, Cali-
fornia farmers and ranchers 
could have a more difficult 
time with soil conservation 
efforts.

“They may want to en-
gage in mitigation activi-
ties. Farmers also take on 
projects that include storm-
water management, wildlife 
habitat, flood control, nutri-
ent processing and improv-
ing overall water quality in 
one’s ephemeral features,” 
Johansson said. “But if a 
farmer cannot do this with-
out applying for a federal 
permit, it may be cost pro-
hibitive, resulting in envi-
ronmental degradation.”

As it stands now, he said, 
farmers and ranchers often 
wait at least six months for 
jurisdictional determina-
tions from federal agencies 
before completing conserva-
tion and other projects.

“The harmful delay is 
compounded by the cost of 
consultants, engineers, per-
mit applications and mitiga-
tion and the compliance 
costs that make the process 
simply untenable for many,” 
Johansson said.

Jennifer Carr, deputy ad-
ministrator of the Nevada 
Division of Environmental 
Protection, speaking on be-
half of the Nevada Farm 
Bureau Federation, said the 
case-by-case approach to 
making Clean Water Act 
determinations creates un-
certainty for ag producers.

In addition, she said any 
efforts to regulate ground-
water through the Clean 
Water Act would be mis-
guided.

“When the Army Corps 
has sought to find out 
whether a ditch has re-
placed a prior natural drain-
age to decide whether or not 
it might be jurisdictional as 
a tributary, sometimes his-
toric maps may exist that 
predate the construction of 
these ditches, and some-

times those maps and 
things have just been lost to 
the ages when it comes to 
identifying tributaries in 
this environment,” she said.

Carr said case-by-case 
determinations are “oner-
ous and time consuming,” 
and landowners “lose clari-
ty” on which waters may be 
jurisdictional.

EPA’s 2015 connectivity 
report asserted that lakes 
and reservoirs may contrib-
ute to groundwater, which 
eventually contributes to 
other surface water flows. 
Carr said there was no 
cause for making ground-
water jurisdictional.

“The vastness of Western 
topography really needs to 
be considered carefully 
when considering upland 
lakes,” she told the agen-
cies.

“Now, in regard to ephem-
eral waters, the character of 
ephemeral waters in Ne-
vada can vary even within 
our own state,” Carr said. “I 
think, across the country, 
the (federal agencies’) staff, 
especially maybe in Wash-
ington, D.C., have very dif-
ferent mental models on 
what our country looks like 
based on their life experi-
ence.”

In the West, Carr said, 
rainstorms often get “hung 
up on” mountaintops and 
provide a “significant 
amount” of precipitation.

“These ranges are in the 
hillsides and can carry 
flow,” she said. “But, often-
times, we have bridges, 
ephemeral water bodies 
that can go decades between 
flood-flow events. Just be-
cause a line can be drawn 
on a map that takes water 
theoretically from a hillside 
to jurisdictional waters 
downhill doesn’t mean that 
that line should be drawn.”

In addition, Carr said 
there are concerns that new 
WOTUS definitions could 
affect water rights in the 
West.

“An agricultural producer 

may not have a senior 
enough water right to be 
able to put that land in pro-
duction, and so it may come 
out of production and be-
come dry and potentially 
revert out of cropland status 
merely because they don’t 
have the right to call for 
water,” she said.

“So, any discussion about 
prior-converted cropland 
has to have a real recogni-
tion of how Western water 
rights and water law 
works.”

States’ roles
Amanda Kaster, director 

of the Montana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
said during the roundtable 
that any change to WOTUS 
would need to recognize 
states’ roles in preserving 
water resources.

“The jurisdiction of the 
federal agencies is not 
boundless, as was specifi-
cally recognized by the Con-
gress in the passage of the 
Clean Water Act,” she said.

When it comes to Mon-
tana waters, Kaster said 
there are concerns a new 
definition could affect wet-
lands that are not adjacent 
to otherwise navigable wa-
ters such as lakes and 
streams. In addition, she 
said WOTUS changes to 
ditches, potholes, ephem-
eral waters and other inter-
mittent waters could have 
broad effects on landowners 
across the state.

The federal agencies had 
three final WOTUS panels 
scheduled for the week, in-
cluding a panel hosted by 
the Natural Resources De-
fense Council on June 21; 
the North Carolina Farm 
Bureau Federation on June 
23; and the Wyoming Coun-
ty Commissioners Associa-
tion, the Montana Associa-
tion of Counties and the 
Idaho Association of Coun-
ties on June 24. — Todd 
Neeley, DTN staff report-
er

well-deserved new respon-
sibility, and we have tre-
mendous confidence in him 
to lead in this role. We 
couldn’t have asked for 
anyone more qualified and 
ready to make the most of 

the future of WLJ.”
Western Livestock Jour-

nal was established in Los 
Angeles in 1922 by Nelson 
Crow and remained family 
owned through Crow Pub-
lications for three genera-
tions. WLJ moved to Den-
ver in 1973 and has long 
been a reputable source of 

news, information and ag-
riculture advertising for 
livestock producers and 
landowners across the 
country.

National Livestock is 
dedicated to being the first 
choice for cattle marketing, 
risk management, order-
buying services and cattle 
financing. The company 
specializes in providing 
first-class service to those 
in the cattle business, and 
because their primary fo-
cus is the cattle industry, 
they are uniquely equipped 
to concentrate efforts so 
that customers’ cattle op-
erations receive the very 
best in buying, selling and 
financial services. National 
Livestock is located in 
Oklahoma City at the 
Oklahoma National Stock-
yards.

Learn more about Na-
tional Livestock Credit 
Corporation at nationall
ivestock.com and Western 
Livestock Journal LLC at 
wlj.net. — WLJ

WLJ
(from page 1)

Continuing the legacy of a 
100-year-old corporation

COYOTE CREEK ANGUS 
DISPERSION

June 16, Hayden, CO
24 Total registered 
bulls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,054
1 Older bull . . . . . . . . . . .5,250
23 Bull calves. . . . . . . . .1,915
83 Total registered 
females  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,850
62 Bred cows . . . . . . . . .1,856
21 Open heifers . . . . . . .1,830

Auctioneer: Jake Parnell
Sale Manager: 

Matt Macfarlane Marketing
TOPS—Bulls: McConnell Alti-

tude 868, 8/13/18 by McConnell 
Altitude 3114; to Hog Eye Ranch, 
Baggs, WY, $5,250. Coyote Mer-
edith 454, 2/23/14 by Soo Line 
Motive 9016; to Jennifer Roberts, 
Baggs, WY, $3,400. Open heifer:

C o y o t e 
C a m e r a 
Ready 291, 
7/30/21 by 
McConnell 
A l t i t u d e 
3 11 4 ;  t o 
W i n d l e r 
R a n c h , 
Yampa, CO, 

$3,200. Bred cows:  Coyote 
Meredith 046, 2/13/16 by Soo 
Line Motive 9016, bred to Sitz 
Broker 12985 to calve 8/4/22; to 
Windler Ranch, Yampa, CO, 
$3,600. Coyote Kate 774, 3/16/14 
by Coyote Prime Time 121, bred 
to Kesslers Commodore 6516 to 
calve 8/4/22; to Windler Ranch, 
Yampa, CO, $3,600. — JIM 
GIES

GIES

SALE ALE REPORTEPORT

COYOTE C

  
  

  
 

 

Contact Tom at 800.850.2769 or tom@wlj.net
You can also email advertising@wlj.net

You get a 3.2" x 2" black and white ad that appears in the print issue, 
as well as on the WLJ website in the Classified Corral section, 
bringing on average an additional 7,500 viewers each month!
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OR animal cruelty petition title cleared
The Oregon Secretary of State Elections Division 

received a certified ballot title from the attorney gen-
eral on June 13 for Initiative Petition (IP) 2024-003, or 
IP 3, which would drastically alter the definitions and 
exemptions for animal cruelty under the Oregon Re-
vised Statutes. The petition is proposed for the 2024 
general election. It was originally proposed for the 2022 
election as IP 13 but failed to gather enough signatures. 
The initiative is backed by End Animal Cruelty, a Sec-
tion 527 political nonprofit petition committee based 
out of Portland, OR, and chief petitioner and animal 
rights activist David Michelson. IP 3 is largely the same 
as IP 13, but it would also prohibit anyone convicted of 
animal cruelty from possessing any animal for either 
five or 15 years, depending on the severity of the crime. 
Any animals in the person’s possession would be relin-
quished and removed from the property. 

House passes wildlife conservation bill
The House of Representatives passed the bipartisan 

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act in mid-June, which 
would provide $1.3 billion to assist in conserving, restor-
ing and protecting wildlife and habitats across the 
country. The bill passed on a vote of 231-190. Conserva-
tion groups applauded the bill’s passage. “Unfortu-
nately, House and Senate appropriators have made it 
clear that saving endangered species is not their top 
priority,” said Stephanie Kurose, a senior endangered 
species policy specialist at the Center for Biological 
Diversity. “The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act is now 
our best chance to combat extinction in the United 
States.” Threatened and endangered species will receive 
designated funding under the bill, which the center says 
is a step up from “the status quo, which allocates less 
than $1,000 per year to hundreds of endangered spe-
cies.”

SCOTUS sets water, Prop 12 dates
The Supreme Court of the United States has offi-

cially set two dates for two cases of particular impor-
tance to the ag industry: a case pertaining to waters of 
the United States (WOTUS) and a challenge to Califor-
nia’s Proposition 12. The court will take up the cases in 
early October. The WOTUS case, Sackett v. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, looks at the scope of WOTUS 
regarding private property, and Proposition 12 would 
define new standards for selling meat and egg products 
from animals in confinement.

$9M awarded to sagebrush projects
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will receive $9 

million in Bipartisan Infrastructure Law funds to restore 
and conserve areas of sagebrush in the West. “These 
projects will combat invasive grasses and wildfire, reduce 
encroaching conifers, safeguard precious water re-
sources for neighboring communities and wildlife, and 
promote community and economic sustainability,” ac-
cording to a Department of the Interior (DOI) statement. 
Many of the projects will restore wetlands in an attempt 
to increase resilience to drought and combat nonnative 
grasses that increase the threat of wildfire and reduce 
habitat for wildlife and livestock forage, DOI said.

Bill to reduce farm regs, costs
Rep. Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA-15) introduced the 

Reducing Farm Input Costs and Barriers to Domestic 
Production Act in an attempt to curb regulatory burdens 
and reduce farm input costs. “This bill will reverse 
many of the more harmful regulatory burdens spear-
headed by this administration, address escalating input 
costs, and provide certainty to farmers, ranchers, agri-
businesses and other entities across our food and ag 
supply chains,” Thompson said. The lawmaker said the 
bill will provide relief from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s “unprecedented actions” related to crop 
protection tools, offer clarity to waters of the U.S. regu-
lations, rescind the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion’s rule on climate-related disclosures, reinstate the 
2020 National Environmental Protection Act streamlin-
ing, and require an economic analysis on the costs and 
benefits of Packers and Stockyards Act rules.

Groups sue to protect coho salmon
In federal court, a collection of conservation groups 

has challenged the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Shasta River safe harbor program, which the groups 
say will not recover coho. The coalition argues the ser-
vice violated the Endangered Species Act by allowing a 
dam owner and water diverters to harm threatened 
coho salmon through “enhancement of survival permits 
evaluated under unlawful and scientifically incorrect 
biological opinions.” Bill Chesney, retired California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife fisheries biologist and 
Friends of the Shasta River board member, said, “Agen-
cies first need to recommend and implement science-
based flow and temperature standards sufficient to 
recover coho in the Shasta River.” 

Obituary correction
In the June 20 issue of WLJ, it was incorrectly stated 

in Baxter Black’s obituary that he was born in New 
Mexico. Black was born at Brooklyn Naval Hospital in 
Brooklyn, NY, but grew up in Las Cruces, NM. We regret 
the error and apologize for any inconvenience.

LEGALEGAL L LEDGEREDGER

with USDA’s Office of the 
General Counsel and the 
attorney general regarding 
enforcement actions. 

There was debate about 
the Cattle Price Discovery 
and Transparency Act, with 
senators expressing that 
their constituents were 
split for and against the bill. 
Two amendments were ini-
tially proposed for the bill 
but were not introduced. 

Sens. Roger Marshall 
(R-KS) and Tommy Tuber-
ville (R-AL) were to intro-
duce an amendment to 
strike the market mandate 
for fed cattle, but Marshall 
said he would present the 
amendment on the Senate 
floor. Marshall said he 
agrees with the Kansas 
Farm Bureau and Kansas 
Livestock Association that 
the mandates will harm 
feedlots and producers with 
lower cattle prices and give 
packers leverage. 

Marshall suggested the 
industry provide more ac-
curate labeling, as Sens. 
Cory Booker (D-NJ) and 
John Thune (R-SD) dis-
cussed. Both senators pro-
posed amendments regard-
ing mandatory country-of-
origin (MCOOL) labeling 

but did not introduce them. 
Thune said, “When you’re 

talking about transparency, 
when you’re talking about 
pricing in cattle markets, 
there probably isn’t any-
thing that matters more to 
producers around this coun-
try than being able to dif-
ferentiate their product 
from other products that 
are imported from other 
places around the world.” 

Thune said the bill he 
introduced would make 
MCOOL compliant with the 
World Trade Organization, 
saying he is tired of “kow-
towing” to the organization. 

Booker said the USDA 
loophole on labeling is 
“egregious” in that beef 
from Brazil is being slaugh-
tered by companies there 
and repackaged in the U.S. 
as a “product of the USA.” 

The committee did pass 
an amendment by Sen. Mi-
chael Bennet (D-CO) that 
implements a recommenda-
tion by USDA to realign the 
mandatory reporting re-
gions. According to Bennet, 
the amendment would “al-
low more granular data 
about things like price re-
porting” in Colorado and 
benefit other states. 

Bennet said it is not a 
silver bullet, but it will pro-
vide more transparency and 
is a step in the right direc-

tion. Sen. Deb Fischer (R-NE)
went on record supporting 
the amendment, stating 
Colorado is in a unique posi-
tion concerning confidenti-
ality and the amendment 
addresses the issue. 

Reactions
Just as the senators’ con-

stituents are divided on the 
bills, so are the industry 
associations. 

The National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association 
(NCBA) opposed the Cattle 
Price Discovery and Trans-
parency Act, stating it 
would severely restrict the 
use of alternative market-
ing arrangements and that 
market conditions have im-
proved since COVID-19 
without government inter-
vention.

“The U.S. cattle industry 
is home to one of the most 
complex sets of markets in 
the world. Rather than em-
brace the freedom of that 
marketing system, Con-
gress is instituting a one-
size-fits-all policy that will 
hurt cattle producers’ liveli-
hoods,” said NCBA Vice 
President of Government 
Affairs Ethan Lane.

“Cattle markets are fi-
nally returning to normal 
after pandemic-fueled un-
certainty, but these heavy-

handed mandates will stifle 
innovation and limit mar-
keting opportunities.” 

Both NCBA and the 
North American Meat Insti-
tute opposed the Meat and 
Poultry Special Investigator 
Act, stating the legislation 
is “duplicative and only cre-
ates additional bureaucra-
cy” and is “likely to have 
far-reaching unintended 
adverse consequences.”

The United States Cat-
tlemen’s  Association 
(USCA) applauded the 
senators for moving for-
ward with the Cattle Price 
Discovery and Transpar-
ency Act, stating the bill is 
one of the “much-needed 
solutions” to consolidation 
in the industry.

“When producers don’t 
have the ability to negotiate 
a fair price for their cattle 
based on current market 
conditions, it results in a 
vertically integrated, corpo-
rate-controlled beef supply 
chain. This threatens the 
livelihoods of producers and 
the security of our national 
food system,” USCA Presi-
dent Brooke Miller said in a 
statement. 

USCA urged the full Sen-
ate to pass the bills, as a 
vote against the measures 
is “a vote for the status 
quo.” — Charles Wallace, 
WLJ editor

BILLS
(from page 1)

NCBA, NAMI oppose measures, 
while USCA supports them

SUMMER PROPERTIES SUMMER PROPERTIES 
NOW ONLINE

56 FULL -COLOR PAGES56 FULL -COLOR PAGES

Properties Ranch and Farm magazine, in its entirety, Properties Ranch and Farm magazine, in its entirety, 
is now online at WLJ.net. Every ranch and farm from is now online at WLJ.net. Every ranch and farm from 
the magazine is listed. The pages are searchable, with the magazine is listed. The pages are searchable, with 
property and agency information, and many email property and agency information, and many email 
addresses are there for you to inquire about a property. addresses are there for you to inquire about a property. 
WLJ.net is available in eight different languages.WLJ.net is available in eight different languages.

No other online publication No other online publication offers as much.offers as much.

Check it out today 
at www.wlj.net.
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MARKET SITUATION REPORTMARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations. compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations. 

CANADACANADA
No report available
Lethbridge, Alberta

June 17
Alabama 7,265

225-230 178-190 166-190 157-175 140-166 130-149 127-133 64-96 450-1,350
155-162 133-162 128-160 124-157 119-150 115-141 112-128 90-125

June 21
Lexington, KY 1,191

173* 163-167* 167-180* 162-173* 149-164.50* 155.25-166.50* 103-157* 78-115 1,285-1,375
167.50-170* 148-174* 140-162* 130-163.50* 124-158.75* 126-137* 116-148.75* 92-134 700

June 20
Joplin, MO 5,584

205-210 192-215 186-209 172-190 159-171.50 159-171.50
170-185 165-184 160-174 150-163 152-159 134-154

June 21
Tennessee 5,570

176-220* 141-210* 151-190* 142-180.50* 137.50-168* 130-157.25* 112-147* 40-114 1,090-1,425
130-200* 137.50-180* 130-165* 130-155* 91-148* 115-139* 105-122* 87-130 650-1,275

June 21
Virginia 3,775

170-202.50 156-190 149-192 148-184.25 136-173.25 122-151
136-157.50 141-163 111-159 116-149.50 119-141 102-125

EA
ST

EA
ST

June 16
Willcox, AZ N/A

168-196 155-186 151-183 146-161.50 124-156 70-100
150-166 133-156 130-157 115-141.50 100-129 90-120

June 21
Colorado 1,100

192.50 76-105.50 1,250-1,585
94-139

June 15
La Junta, CO 907

201-262.50 187-202 180-194 151-164 140-151 76-94 1,325-1,700
180-237.50 162-172 151-161 146-149 131-137 96-108 1,010-1,260

No report available
Loma, CO
June 22
Dodge City, KS 1,233

200-211 181-200 159 152-159.50 153-163.60 80.85-99.50
165-187.50 159-170 156 150 151.35 117-151 96-119

June 23
Pratt, KS 1,675

195 170-179 177.75 150-175 77.50-100
157 158-165 156-159 141-147.50 142-157 143-153.75 91-116.50

No report available
Salina, KS
No report available
Clovis, NM
June 21
El Reno, OK 1,500

205-227.50 190-225 183-204 178-186
188 166-195 158-175 159-166

June 22
McAlester, OK 1,790

195-225 177-202 170-187 154-178 147-161 138-140 84-99 850-1,725
167-179 160-175 142-174 130-152 130-145 128 94-117 675-1,550

June 21
Oklahoma City, OK 6,356

206-216 187-210 175-197 173-186 164-179.50 144-174.50
176-188 177-187 158-175.50 156-170.50 152.25-168.75 130-151

June 17
Cuero, TX 1,518

150-192 158-188 152-184 148-175 139-157 139-155 70-99 875-1,050
128-200 138-178 136-182 132-210 125-162.50 116-144 90-117

June 16
Dalhart, TX 1,459

202-217 194-215 196 167-177 160-164 152.50 77-97
200 185-190 175-181 156-163 146-153 145.50-149.50 128 85-107

June 16
San Angelo, TX 1,107

172-220 165-201 160-185.50 141-171 140-148 47-91 925-1,550
151-173 142-168 128-167 122-140 118-123 97-118 900-1,075

June 16
Tulia, TX 908

229 181-229 178-186 157.50-169.50 89-92.50
177-181 159-175 156-163 148 145-150.50
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CE
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L
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H 
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June 20
Iowa 4,433

192.50-234 191-221 173-214 155-196 152.50-180.50 137-168 79-131
170-200 162-197.50 145-180 140-173 134-157.25 121-150 92-128

June 21
Miles City, MT 1,180

81-91.75 1,585-2,250
175-177* 146-146.50* 136-138* 97-119.50

No report available
Bassett, NE
June 18
Ericson, NE 1,740

217 206-220 217-226.50 187-200 166.50-188 162.25-167.25
182-203 170-192 164-170 157-166.75 150.50-152.50

No report available
Imperial, NE
No report available
Kearney, NE
No report available
Lexington, NE
No report available
Ogallala, NE
June 16
Valentine, NE 2,070

227 219-226 201-220.50 200.50-215 176-190 172.25-185.25
200-203 184-201 159-173.50 154.50-164.50 146.50-150

June 17
Herreid, SD 1,031

190.50 176.50-187.75 150.25-156.25
151.50-153.50 141.25-151

No report available
Torrington, WY
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L
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H 
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No report available
Orland, CA
June 20
Escalon, CA N/A

130-171 125-161 120-141 100-125 74-85 800-1,300
125-156 120-153 100-135 95-115 88-110 700-1,300

June 20
Famoso, CA 516

130-188 130-196 145-180 130-160 130-140 120-130 80-100
130-185 140-185 130-170 120-145 100-135 85-110

No report available
Galt, CA
June 21
Turlock, CA 2,506

180-209 175-198 165-180 153-165.50 142-156.50 85-105
170-194 165-187 154-170 134-143.50 123-132 111-130

June 21
Salina, UT 447

158-195 162-185 175-183 145-176 147-151 136-136.50 69.50-93.50
145-180 140-177.50 137-167.50 135.50-161 125-150 138-142 118.50-130 77.50-131
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T
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T

June 17
Blackfoot, ID N/A

160-206 150-191 140-173 86-100
150-176 140-159 135-156 117-139 88-123.50

No report available
Burley, ID
No report available
Emmett, ID
June 18
Eugene, OR 818

135-150* 135-145.50* 138-154* 84-97 1,140-1,390
130-149.50* 126-149* 135-144.50* 108-127.50* 95-117.50* 110-121

June 20
Madras, OR N/A

175-185 180-200 175-190 162-182 145-165 140-150 84-98
165-175 170-180 150-170 140-150 130-140 115-130 105-115.50

June 22
Vale, OR 307

89-103.50
105-131

June 17
Davenport, WA 156

250 159 150 62-155 76-109
131 70 87-140 126-128 92-122 58-121

No report available
Toppenish, WA

NO
RT

HW
ES

T
NO

RT
HW

ES
T

Selected AuctionSelected Auction
Week Ending June 23, 2022Week Ending June 23, 2022

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, 
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

STEERS / HEIFERS
DATE
MARKET 200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb.  500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up SLAUGHTER COWS

SLAUGHTER BULLS
PAIRS

REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,735
Jun. '22 162,178 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,142
Jul. '22 129,973 Formula sales 3,640
Aug. '22 104,585 Forward contract sales 257
Sep. '22 154,828 Domestic sales 6,023
Oct. '22 130,196 NAFTA Exports 75

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: JUNE 19NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: JUNE 19
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 39,907 4,306
Formula 262,400 373
Negotiated Cash 104,154 138
Negotiated Grid 45,538 0
Packer Owned 11,477 0
Total 463,476 4,817

Find out how YOUR Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKETAUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED  can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock JournalWestern Livestock Journal that you can share with your  that you can share with your 

customers…to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!customers…to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES
Live FOB Steer 13,719 1,405 140.62
Live FOB Heifer 7,726 1,268 139.24
Dressed Del Steer 2,303 908 237.69
Dressed Del Heifer 3,230 846 238.41
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 30,488 1,428 144.10
Live FOB Heifer 11,497 1,295 143.22
Dressed Del Steer 13,183 916 229.47
Dressed Del Heifer 2,685 819 227.78
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 9,918 1,452 125.57
Live FOB Heifer 3,279 1,334 124.36
Dressed Del Steer 5,141 928 197.49
Dressed Del Heifer 951 824 197.29

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 137.23 +1.15
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 135.83 +0.99
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 151.50 +1.50
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 150.24 +0.16
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 85.98 -1.97
*Price comparison from one week ago.

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, June 10, 2022Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, June 10, 2022
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 187.29 186.40 198.21
601-700 lbs 178.33 176.79 191.31
701-800 lbs 168.86 167.67 168.87
801-900 lbs 155.91 N/A 165.92

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 163.31 157.36 154.00
501-600 lbs 158.47 156.77 166.02
601-700 lbs 151.68 150.76 163.71
701-800 lbs 145.90 N/A 153.15

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
Friday, June 17, 2022
Mexico to TX. & NM. Weekly Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: 12,000 Week Ago Act: 13,007 Year Ago Act: 16,402
Compared to last week, steer calves and yearlings sold 2.00-3.00 lower. Heifers 2.00 
lower.  Trade and demand moderate.  The bulk of the supply consisted of steers and 
spayed heifers weighing 300-700 lbs.
Feeder steers:  Medium and large 1&2, 300-400 lbs 187.00-198.00; 400-500 lbs 172.00-
183.00; 500-600 lbs 155.00-168.00, few 169.00; 600-700 lbs 142.00-153.00, few 154.00.  
Medium and large 2&3, 300-400 lbs 172.00-183.00; 400-500 lbs 157.00-168.00; 500-600 
lbs 140.00-153.00.
Feeder heifers:  Medium and large 1&2, 300-400 lbs 158.00-170.00; 400-500 lbs 148.00-
160.00; 500-600 lbs 138.00-150.00; 600-700 lbs 128.00-140.00.
(All sales fob port of entry.) (All sales fob port of entry.)

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

6/18/22 6/11/22
Feeders 15,153 16,418 414,729 579,884

CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
6/17 6/20 6/21 6/22 6/23 High* Low*

Jun. 13803 N/A 13783 13613 13525 14783 10920
Aug. 13658 N/A 13625 13493 13388 14385 12525
Oct. 14243 N/A 14230 14108 14000 14453 13055
Dec. 14808 N/A 14775 14658 14545 15083 14003

  CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
6/17 6/20 6/21 6/22 6/23 High* Low*

Aug. 17295 N/A 17530 17315 17485 17603 15328
Sep. 17480 N/A 17728 17530 17685 17738 15425
Oct. 17653 N/A 17898 17730 17863 17898 16373
Nov. 17790 N/A 18030 17895 18008 18665 16958
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.
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BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

June 20 6,774 260.18 185 301.02 1,260 270.59 2,234 259.42 878 244.18 2,217 239.25
June 13 6,987 264.14 220 300.10 1,279 271.36 2,004 264.21 850 246.83 2,634 239.47
June 6 6,604 264.41 221 293.81 1,205 270.25 2,063 263.19 852 247.85 2,263 236.99
May 30 7,401 260.33 290 289.75 1,444 266.30 2,240 260.15 969 244.96 2,459 234.69
 Cutouts                         Cutouts                         —————————————————————————— FED BOXED BEEF FED BOXED BEEF —————————————————————————— 

DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Jun 23 264.66 244.94 220.77 111.59 276.24
Jun 22 266.57 245.99 223.48 113.75 281.36
Jun 21 267.56 246.70 220.25 120.59 275.27
Jun 20 266.50 246.39 221.79 120.66 278.12
Jun 17 266.26 246.53 220.19 123.20 N/A

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 6/23/2022This Week: 6/23/2022 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago

Choice Fed Steers 140.62  144.10 125.57
CME Feeder Index 165.23  160.56 146.49
Boxed Beef Average 264.66  267.16 307.42
Average Dressed Steers 237.69  229.47 197.49
Live Slaughter Weight* 1,346  1,350 1,345
Weekly Slaughter** 667,000  674,000 663,000
Weekly Beef Production*** 541.3  548.2 539.5
Hide/Offal Value 13.79  13.66 12.79
Corn Price 7.47  7.89 6.53
 *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MARKET ARKET NEWSEWS
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The question of beef de-
mand for the remainder of this 
year is an interesting com-
parison to exceptionally strong 
wholesale and retail prices in 
the second half of 2021. In the 
first quarter of 2022, retail 
and wholesale beef prices 
were sharply higher compared 
to last year. Retail All Fresh 
beef prices in May were 9.5 
percent higher year over year. 

However, beef prices rose 
sharply in the second quarter 
of 2021 and remained high for 
the remainder of the year. 
Retail beef prices reached a 
record high in October 2021 
with an All Fresh beef price of 
$7.55/pound. The All Fresh 

beef retail price has since de-
creased slightly to a May 2022 
level of $7.37/lb. 

Despite higher prices for 
most products and record 
gasoline prices, domestic beef 
demand appears to be holding 
quite strong thus far. Whole-
sale and retail beef prices have 
moderated slightly from the 
robust domestic demand and 
record beef exports in 2021. 
Most beef wholesale prices are 
currently below last year’s 
sharply higher prices. 

The typical May pre-grilling 
season boost in beef products 
was more muted or absent this 
year, but prices have gener-
ally increased in June, leading 

to higher Choice boxed beef 
prices the past several weeks. 
Prices for major steak prod-
ucts, including tenderloin, ri-
beye, strip loin and top sirloin, 
are lower compared to last 
year but do not indicate ap-
preciable demand weakness 
at this point. 

Brisket prices are signifi-
cantly lower year over year 
and are steady in the second 
quarter, but they are still high 
compared to recent years. The 
increasingly popular sirloin 
tri-tip has increased sharply 
the past several weeks and is 
more than 25 percent above 
the 2021 average price. The 
ground beef market has re-

mained consistently strong for 
the last year, with prices for 
90 percent lean trimmings 
holding close to the record-
high levels achieved one year 
ago.

Broiler product prices have 
continued to rise and may be 
helping support beef prices. 
Wholesale chicken breast 
meat prices rose over 69 per-
cent from the beginning of the 
year to a peak in late May 
before pulling back slightly. 
More recently, chicken leg and 
leg quarter prices have jumped 
sharply. In contrast, chicken 
wing prices have decreased to 
the lowest levels in two years. 
From 2017-21, wing prices 

averaged 1.65 times more 
than breast meat prices, but 
in 2022, they have averaged 
about one-half of breast meat 
prices. 

Retail broiler prices have 
continued to increase in 2022 
in absolute levels and relative 
to retail beef prices. In May, 
the ratio of the retail All Fresh 
beef price to the retail broiler 
composite price dropped to the 
lowest level since early 2019—
meaning that broilers are 
relatively more expensive 
compared to beef.

Retail pork prices have also 
risen relative to beef prices, 
with the ratio of retail pork to 
retail beef prices at the lowest 

level in a year. Prices are gen-
erally higher for all major 
wholesale pork products, in-
cluding loin, ham and shoul-
der products (Boston butt and 
picnic). 

Demand for beef and other 
proteins will continue to be 
challenged by higher prices for 
food, gasoline and everything 
else. So far, however, beef 
prices indicate continued 
strong demand. Strong prices 
for broilers and pork mean 
that beef continues to be a 
relative value among proteins. 
— Derrell S. Peel, Oklaho-
ma State University Exten-
sion livestock marketing 
specialist

Beef prices supported by other proteins

• Formula net purchases: 
$222.93.  
• Forward contract net pur-
chases: $219.91. 
• Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $224.89. 

Slaughter through Thurs-
day is estimated at 498,000 
head, a few thousand head 
more than a week earlier. 
Slaughter for the week ear-
lier is projected at 667,000 
head. Actual slaughter for 
the week ending June 11 
was 671,075 head. Steer 
weights were 879 lbs.

Boxed beef prices were 
lower over the week, with 
the Choice cutout down 
$2.50 to $264.66 and the 
Select cutout down 44 cents 
to $244.94.

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures 

were several dollars higher 
over the week. The August 
contract gained $3.55 to 
close at $174.85, and the 
September contract gained 
$3.63 to close at $176.85.

The CME Feeder Cattle 
Index found some solid 
gains, up $4.67 to $165.23.

“Fear of the coming reces-
sion and anticipation of fal-
tering demand has inspired 
aggressive selling across 
many commodities, rocking 
the commodity futures price 
world last night and today,” 
Cassie Fish, market analyst 
for The Beef, wrote Thurs-
day.

“From crude to corn, to 
soybeans, lean hogs and 
cattle—it’s a meltdown. 
Only feeder cattle values 
are higher, boosted by new 
lows in corn prices for the 
month.”

Corn futures were 
knocked lower over the 

week. The July contract lost 
42 cents to close at $7.46, 
and the September contract 
lost 75 cents to close at 
$6.66.

Missouri: Joplin Region-
al Stockyards in Carthage 
sold 5,584 head on Monday. 
Compared to a week earlier, 
feeder steers under 500 lbs. 
traded steady to $6 higher. 

Steers over 500 lbs. traded 
$6-12 higher. Feeder heifers 
traded $6-11 higher. Bench-
mark steers averaging 776 
lbs. sold between $159-171, 
averaging $163.58.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma 
National Stockyards in 
Oklahoma City sold 6,500 
head on Monday. At the 
mid-session, compared to a 

week earlier, feeder steers 
sold steady to $2 higher, and 
feeder heifers sold $2-4 
higher. Steer calves sold 
mostly steady, and heifer 
calves sold $3-6 higher. 
Benchmark steers averag-
ing 780 lbs. sold between 
$150-175,  averaging 
$168.50. — Anna Miller, 
WLJ managing editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Feeder cattle strong on lighter auction receipts

Get them sold by letting your Western Livestock Journal 
field representative get your bulls in front of the right eyes!

Western Livestock Journal  • advertising@wlj.net  • 1-800-850-2769

Do you have bulls left to sell?

Contact your full-service fieldman todayContact your full-service fieldman today!!

LOGAN IPSEN
(c) 916-947-2392

logan.ipsen@yahoo.com
CA, NV, UT, OR, WA, ID

DEVIN MURNIN
(c) 406-696-1502

Devin.murnin@gmail.com
MT, N. WY, E. ID, ND

PETE CROW
Publisher

800-850-2769
pete@wlj.net
AZ, NM, TX

JIM GIES
(c) 970-590-0500
jgies@msn.com

CO, S. WY, ND, SD, 
NE, KS, OK

WWW.WLJ.NET

— Heat stress 
blamed as cause

Triple-digit temperatures 
swept across southwestern 
Kansas in mid-June, bringing 
with them a wave of cattle 
deaths in feedlots due to heat 
stress.

The Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment es-
timated at least 2,000 cattle 
were killed in the heat wave, 
according to a Reuters report. 
This number was based on 
the number of cattle the agen-
cy was called to dispose of as 
of June 16. DTN reported that 
number could actually be as 
high as 10,000 head, accord-
ing to local sources.

Misinformation spread 
rampant through social me-
dia channels after the heat 
wave, with many claiming the 
dead cattle were part of a big-
ger scheme to influence the 
cattle markets and food sup-
ply chain. The truth, accord-
ing to livestock experts, was 
a little more simple: The high 
increase in temperatures and 
humidity, with minimal wind, 
created the perfect disaster. 

Scarlett Hagins, Kansas 
Livestock Association’s (KLA) 
vice president of communica-
tions, appeared in a video 
posted to the KLA Facebook 
page to address the situation. 
Hagins said as of June 16, 
there was not a total count on 
losses, and any number would 
be speculative.

“This was a very unfortu-
nate event that was the result 
of the region seeing a signifi-
cant change in weather in a 
short amount of time,” Hagins 
said. “Temperatures rose sig-
nificantly, humidity was high, 
there was really little to no 
wind, and if cattle cannot cool 
down over the nighttime 

hours because temperatures 
remained high, they really 
can’t compensate for this kind 
of weather, which led to heat 
stress for cattle in this re-
gion.”

She noted this case was not 
normal for southwestern 
Kansas, and usually the re-
gion is very ideal for raising 
fed cattle, with little humidity 
and plenty of wind. “This was 
really an unusual and unfor-
tunate event,” Hagins said.

The region saw a 10-14 F 
increase in temperatures 
from June 10 to June 11, with 
temperatures reaching as 
high as 104 F in the following 
days, with lows only falling to 
about 70 F overnight.

“In cool conditions, it is easy 
for cattle to lose heat, but as 
temperature increases, it be-
comes increasingly difficult,” 
the KLA post explained. “Ad-
ditionally, as humidity in-
creases it becomes more dif-
ficult to evaporate the water 
from the skin surface. Hot, 
sticky conditions can make 
heat loss very difficult. Wind 
speed also is important, as it 
helps the animals lose heat.”

For cattle feeders who ex-
perienced losses, the state has 
announced resources for as-
sistance. 

“I have directed state agen-
cies to do everything in their 
power to help Kansas cattle 
feeders who lost cattle due to 
heat stress,” said Gov. Laura 
Kelly (D) in a statement. 
“From expediting burial per-
mits to reaching out to cattle 
producers across the state, my 
administration is working to 
ease the impact of last week-
end’s losses on the Kansas 
agricultural community.”

The state said there are 
federal resources available to 
provide financial relief, in-

cluding USDA indemnity 
payments and fatality insur-
ance. For the Livestock In-
demnity Program (LIP), pro-
ducers must file a notice of 
loss within 30 days of the loss 
becoming apparent and file 
an application for payment 
within 60 days of the end of 
the year. For more informa-
tion on LIP, visit www.fsa.
usda.gov.

Kansas Secretary of Agri-
culture Mike Beam assured 
consumers the cattle losses 
will not create a beef supply 
glitch. “Last weekend’s losses 
reflect a very small percent-
age of the total fed cattle num-
bers in the state, so it will not 
impact meat prices for con-
sumers,” Beam said. — Anna 
Miller, WLJ managing 
editor

Heat wave kills thousands of 
cattle in southwest Kansas

THE BULL PENTHE BULL PEN
• BUYING   SELLING   TRADING   BUYING   SELLING   TRADING   OFFERING   OFFERING   ANIMALS   PRODUCTS   SERVICES   EQUIPMENTANIMALS   PRODUCTS   SERVICES   EQUIPMENT •

BULL PEN ads are added to the Classifi ed Corral online, where we get 7,500 viewers a month. 
3 weeks, $95 per insertion •  6 weeks, $85 per insertion • 12 weeks, $75 per insertion for a 3.2”x 2” 

boxed ad. Call 800-850-2769, email to advertising@wlj.net or fax your copy to 303-722-0155. 

Two-Year-Old registered Limousin Bulls
Proven genetics, range ready. Selling over 250+ head annually.

<RUNNING CREEK RANCH CO.
45400 County Road 21 • Elizabeth, CO 80107
www.runningcreekranch.com

Joe Freund (303) 341-9311 • Joey Freund (303) 841-7901
Pat Kelley (303) 840-1848

Angus Bulls for Sale
Private Treaty Sales

Big, Stout and Range Ready
Performance Tested

Fertility Tested
DNA Enhanced EPD’s

Priced for the Commercial Cowman



CLASSIFIED ADS WORK!
www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
GENERAL INFORMATION

ADVERTISING RATES
BY THE WORD:  90 cents per word for each insertion.

MINIMUM WORD RATE:  17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.

MAD RATES:  (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your 
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in 
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)

BOXED AND BOLD:  (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per 
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)

BLIND BOX AD:  We will assign your confidential number and 
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and 
handling service.

BOXED DISPLAY ADS:  $30 per column inch for each 
insertion.

MINIMAL ARTWORK:  No additional charge.

BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO:  $10, LIMIT OF ONE.

COLOR PHOTO:  $35 EACH.

DISCOUNTS:  5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6 
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.

SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT:  Be sure to 
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as 
well as all initials and abbreviations.  Hyphenated words count 
as two.

TEARSHEETS:  Available upon request only. Can be faxed or 
mailed.

CONDITIONS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS:  Must be paid in advance.

DEADLINE:  Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MTZ, the week prior to 
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.

LIABILITY:  Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and 
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.

Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy.
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not 
considered in keeping with the publication standards.

COMMISSIONS:  Classified advertising is NOT agency 
commissionable.

1 ....................Employment Wanted
2 ................................. Help Wanted
3 .........................Situations Wanted
4 ...................... Distributors Wanted
5 .....................................Appraisers
6 .........................................Auctions
7 ...................................Auctioneers
8 .........................................Feedlots
9 .....................................Lost Cattle
10 ............................. Cattle for Sale
11 .............................. Cattle Wanted
12 .................. A.I./Semen/Embryos
13 .........................................Brands
14 .............................. Dogs for Sale
15 ..............................Horses/Mules
16 ...............................Bison/Buffalo
17 .....................Sheep/Goats/Hogs
18 ......................Livestock Supplies
19 ..........Ranch/Livestock Services
20 .................Real Estate Opportunities
20A ...........Pacific Real Estate For Sale
20B ..Intermountain Real Estate For Sale
20C .......Mountain Real Estate For Sale
20D .... Southwest Real Estate For Sale
20E ............Plains Real Estate For Sale
20F ........Midwest Real Estate For Sale
20G ....Southeast Real Estate For Sale

20H  .....Northeast Real Estate For Sale
20I .......... Foreign Real Estate For Sale
21 ....................Real Estate Wanted
22 ...Real Estate Rent/Lease/Trade
23 ........................Pasture Available
24 ..........................Pasture Wanted
25 .............................Mineral Rights
26 ...........................Hay/Feed/Seed
27 .......................................Irrigation
28 .................Ag/Industrial Supplies
29 ...........................Fencing/Corrals
30 ....................Equipment For Sale
31 .....................Equipment Wanted
32 ........................Building Materials
33 .............................Trucks/Trailers
34 ...................Tractors/Implements
35 ................. Business Opportunity
36 ...........................................Loans
37 .................................... Insurance
38 ...................Financial Assistance
39 .................... Tech/Books/Art/Etc. 
40 .............................Miscellaneous
41 .................................. Lost/Found
42 ......................................Personal
43 ........................................Schools
44 ................Auctioneering Schools

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Call & schedule your classified 
ad today!

800-850-2769

classifi ed@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

Western Livestock Journal®CLASSIFIED CORRAL

• call: 1-800-850-2769  •  1-800-850-2769  •  click: WWW.WLJ.NET                    • • email: CLASSIFIED@WLJ.NET  • CLASSIFIED@WLJ.NET  • fax: 1-303-722-01551-303-722-0155                 

22 for for 11 PLACE A CLASSIFIED PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD, SEE IT IN PRINT AD, SEE IT IN PRINT 

& ONLINE& ONLINE

CLASSIFIED CORRAL

7355 E. Orchard Road, #300 • Greenwood Village, CO 80111
1-800-850-2769 • Fax:  303-722-0155

Website:  www.wlj.net  •  Email:  classified@wlj.net

DO NOT PHONE IN RESPONSES TO BLIND BOX ADS. 
ADVERTISERS' NAMES AND LOCATIONS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
INCLUDE THE AD DEPARTMENT NUMBER IN YOUR EMAIL 
RESPONSE OR ON YOUR ENVELOPE AND YOUR REPLY WILL 
BE PROMPTLY FORWARDED.
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INEXPENSIVE & EFFECTIVE, AD UPGRADES

GET A MAD AD TODAY!
This Bold Header and text 

will get more attention! 
Call today! 800-850-2769

MAD AD 
 ONLY $2

MAD is a bold headline 
centered & bold phone 
number or contact. See 

below example.
BAB ADS ARE GREAT!

Get this Boxed & Bold ad, 
and generate a buzz today! 
Call today! 800-850-2769

BAB AD 
 ONLY $5

BAB is when all words 
are bold & the entire ad is 

boxed. See below 
example.

Add a black & white picture for $10! Add a color picture for just $35!

SPOT COLOR GETS ATTENTION  FOR ONLY $15

WANTED: Livestock Manager at 
Blackfoot Livestock Auction. This job 
requires several skills. Handling cat-
tle, feeding, maintenance, repair, 
customer service. House provided. 
Call for details. 208-785-0500

www.wlj.net

Ask aboutAsk about
low-costlow-cost

InternetInternet
linkslinks

from our Webfrom our Web
site to yours!site to yours!

1-800/850-27691-800/850-2769

77%77% ofof 
Readers Readers 
PREFERPREFER 

WLJWLJ
over other over other 

livestock weeklies. An livestock weeklies. An 
online-only online-only 

subscription subscription 
is just $30!is just $30!

5656 
FULL -COLOR FULL -COLOR 

PAGESPAGES

SUMMERSUMMER
PROPERTIESPROPERTIES

NOWNNNNNNNNNOOOOOOOOOOOOOOWWWWWWWWW
ONLINEOOONNNNNNNNNNNNLLLLLLLIIINNNNNNNEEEE

Check it CCChhhhhheeeeeeeeeecccckkkkk iitt 
out today ooouuuuttttt ttttttoooooodddddaaaayyy 
at wlj.net.aattt wwwwwwwwwwwwllljjjj...nnnneeeett...

Help 
Wanted 2

����

GREAT OPPORTUNITY!
RANCH MANAGER NEEDED

NW Colorado mountain ranch is 
seeking responsible, motivated 
self-starter, experienced in most 
phases of a cattle ranch operation: 
fencing, irrigation, haying and 
equipment maintenance. BE YOUR 
OWN BOSS. Family housing pro-
vided. Send resume by email: 
Classified@wlj.net (Subject line: 
WLJ Box #914) or mail to:  West-
ern Livestock Journal, ATTN: 
Box #914, 7355 E. Orchard Rd. 
#300, Greenwood Village, CO 
80111.

RANCH HAND wanted for west-
ern Colorado ranch. Duties in-
clude fencing, irrigating, haying 
and cattle handling. Must have 
good horsemanship skills. Need 
to be a responsible, self-starting, 
motivated individual who is will-
ing to take instruction. Can be a 
seasonal or long-term position. 
Leave message at 970-876-2820, 
singletree.ranch@gmail.com.

Call Eric 308/382-7351

P  R  M  (ND) ....$60K±
R  H  (CO)..................$60K± 
R  M  (CO) ...................$48K±

GET TOP DOLLAR! 
Hansen Agri-PLACEMENT

Serving Ag Personnel for 63 YearsServing Ag Personnel for 63 Years

www.hansenagriplacement.com

Mission Livestock/
Greenwood Feedlot, Orland, CA 

Specializing In:
• Weaning, Backgrounding & Growing 

Calves
• Heifer Development & Breeding
• Bull & Cow Maintenance
Experienced Progressive Mgmt. 

Team, Exceptional Facility 
& Competitive Rates.

Contact Douglas Freitas 
510-996-8455

Feedlots 8

��������

Cattle
For Sale 10

REGISTERED ANGUS SEED-
STOCK: Noah’s Angus Ranch, Angus 
cattle since 1955. Cambridge, ID 
208-257-3686, c:208-550-0531, 
www.noahsangusranch.com.

J. G. Angus Ranch

5725 Chileno Valley Road • Petaluma, CA 94952
www.jgangusranch.com

Bulls & Females
 For Sale

John Goldbeck, Owner
707/769-8651

Cattle
For Sale 10

2 Bar Angus
Hereford, Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

2 Bar Angus

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Horses 15

REGISTERED AQHA HORSES. 
Mostly colts. Yearlings/2-year-olds, 
some weanlings. Mostly Skipper W & 
Running Blood, 308-384-1063 or 
308-380-3314.

Livestock
Supplies 18

CATTLE SCALE 
18’x7’, good condition, 12,000 lb. 
capacity. Last used in 2017, not por-
table. 209-480-6596

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977
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KNIPE LAND 
COMPANY

knipeland.com

Ranches near Enterprise and 
Joseph, Oregon, with grazing 
land, timber, and recreation. 

Sale Pending
 4,649± Acres - $4,649,500

Sale Pending
3,924± Acres -  $3,924,000

Sale Pending
1,198± Acres - $1,438,260

Buying or Selling? Call today!

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

Real Estate
Mountain 20C

F IVE  STAR  LEGACY  RANCH
HOMINY, OKLAHOMA

Five Star Legacy Ranch is an outstanding 

3,580± acre working ranch. Just 40 miles 

northwest of Tulsa, this nearly wide-open native 

tallgrass ranch averages around 45” of annual 

precipitation and is currently running 400 cow/

calf pairs. Very good fences and water.

OFFERED AT $9,850,000

Contact: John Wildin |  jwildin@hallandhall.com

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATERANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

PRICE REDUCTION! TURNKEY RESTAURANT -  READY FOR BUSINESS! – One 
of the best steakhouses in the nation just out of Amarillo & Canyon at Umbarger, TX, 
state-of-the-art bldg. w/complete facilities.
ELK CANYON RANCH #2 – Harding Co., NM, 3,880± ac., older home, cattle pens, 
hunting/cattle ranch. Please call for details!
UNION CO., NM – 2,091.72 ac. (1,771.72 ac. deeded, 320± ac. state lease), well wa-
tered w/three wells, two sets of steel pens.
ANGUS, NM – 250± acres with over a 1/2 mile of NM 48 frontage. Elevations from 
6,800 to 7,200 feet. Two springs along a creek. Ideal for future development or to build 
your own getaway home.

CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING 
FACILITY FOR SALE

All equipment is included. This is a 
turnkey operation. Don’t miss this op-
portunity to own your own meat pro-
cessing facility. Call or email Ted. 
307-699-4114 or Ted@Yellowstone
RanchLand.com.

Real Estate
Southwest 20D

Real Estate
Southwest 20D

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A
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PLACE A 
CLASSIFIED AD, 
SEE IT IN PRINT 
& ONLINE! 

RATES
WORD AD: 90¢ per word (17 word minimum - $15.30)  
Area code & phone number count as one word.

MAD (Mini Ad Display): Only $2 additional per issue for 
bold headline, phone number, email and website address.

BAB (Box & Bold Display): Only $5 additional per issue 
for the entire ad in bold copy and a box around it.

DISPLAY AD:  $30 per column inch (1 inch minimum)

COLOR HIGHLIGHT: $15 per per ad. Can be used on 
BAB ad or DISPLAY AD.

BLIND BOX: Add $12 per 3 issues handling charge 

PHOTOS: $10 for black and white photos. $35 each 
for color photos.

ATTENTION GRABBERS: $15 for a color header above the ad. 
If you would like color, photos and other 
enhancements, please call Tom to order!

Employment Wanted ads must be paid in advance: check, 
money order or charge card

DISCOUNTS: 5% off 3 to 5 insertions; 10% off 6 to 11 insertions. 
Contract rates available.

How would you like your ad to read?
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Name______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _____________________State ____________ Zip ___________
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Real Estate
Plains 20E

Real Estate
Plains 20E

Pasture
Available 23

Pasture
Available 23

Pasture
Available 23

Pasture For Lease

Pasture for lease in Datil, NM.

700 pairs year-round, 30,000 
acres with great water tanks, 
storage tanks and dirt tanks. 
Lots of open space.

Contact Don: cdjab05@hotmail.com |719-859-2967

Pasture
Wanted 24

WINTER PASTURE wanted in Cali-
fornia for yearlings. Large quantities. 
541-823-2933

LOOKING FOR SUMMER pasture 
to run yearling cattle. California. 
Contact Pete Craig, petec@pacific
livestock.com.

Irrigation 27

HDPE PIPE FOR RANCH HDPE PIPE FOR RANCH 
WATER SYSTEMSWATER SYSTEMS

Fair prices, good service, 
rancher owned. Quantities up 

to truckloads. Delivery available 
throughout the West.
775-657-1815775-657-1815

Equipment
For Sale 30

SELL/BUY NEW HOLLAND BALE 
WAGONS: H9870, BW38, 1089, 
1069, 1037, 1033, self-propelled and 
other pull-type models/parts/tires/
manuals. Finance, trade, deliver. 208-
880-2889. www.balewagon.com

A v a i l a b l e  f o r  M e t a l , 
Composition Shingles or Tar 
Roofs. Long lasting and easy to 
apply. We also manufacture 
Tank Coatings for Concrete, 
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and 

Mobile tanks.

Call for our 
FREE 

CATALOG.

TANK COATINGS
ROOF COATINGS

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

GET THOROUGH 
PRACTICAL

TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.I. 

herd health—calf 
delivery and care. Many 

additional subjects.

Our business is to help you 
improve your business.

Learn more by working 
with live animals under 

expert supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC. 
Dept. WLJ • 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032 

785/448-3119 
www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of
continuous service

CATTLEMEN

Schools 43

SUBSCRIBE TO
WLJ TODAY! 

Call Moe
800/850-2769

Real Estate
Plains 20E

Schools 43

Sale Calendar is a service to our 
advertisers. There is a minimum ad-
vertising requirement to be eligible to 
be listed in the Sale Calendar. Con-
tact your fieldman for more informa-
tion or to have your date added to the 
Sale Calendar. We will only run auc-
tion sale dates or private treaty start 
dates.

ALL BREED  
 Oct. 15 – Western Stockman’s Mar-
ket, Female & Bull Sale, McFarland, 
CA
Nov. 5 – Cattlemen’s Livestock Mar-
ket, Bull Sale, Galt, CA

ANGUS
Sep.  20-22 – Montana Angus Tour, 
Sidney, MT
Oct. 6 – VDAR, Cow Sale, Manhat-
tan, MT
Oct. 10 – Ox Bow Angus, Female 
Sale, Wolf Creek, MT
Oct. 11 – Coleman Angus, Female 
Sale, Charlo, MT
Oct. 12 – Montana Ranch, Female 
Sale, Big Fork, MT
Oct. 22 – NILE, Female Sale, Billings, 
MT
Oct. 24 – Montana Angus, Female 
Sale, Billings, MT
Nov. 12 – Montana Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Big Fork, MT
Nov. 14 – GDAR, Female Sale, Sid-
ney, MT
Nov. 15 – Paint Rock Angus, Bull 
Sale, Hyattville, WY
Nov. 17 – WMR Livestock, Bull Sale, 
Three Forks, MT
Nov. 18 – Green Mountain Angus 
Ranch, Bull & Female Sale, Ryegate, 
MT
Nov. 19 – Redland Angus, Bull & 
Female Sale, Buffalo, WY
Nov. 21 – Connealy Angus, Bull Sale, 
Whitman, NE
Nov. 28 – Stevenson Diamond Dot, 
Bull & Female Sale, Hobson, MT
Nov. 29 – Stevenson Angus Ranch, 
Bull & Female Sale, Hobson, MT
Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, Bull 
Sale, Columbus, MT

CHAROLAIS
Nov. 1 – Cobb Charol ais, Bull Sale, 
Great Falls, MT

HEREFORD
Sep. 5 – Genoa Livesto ck, Bull & 
Female Sale, Minden, NV
Sep. 16 – Churchill Cattle Co., Fe-
male Sale, Manhattan, MT

Sep. 17 – Ehlke Herefords, Female 
Sale, Townsend, MT
Sep. 18 – Mohican West, Female 
Sale, Laurel, MT
Nov. 14 – Mohican West, Bull Sale, 
Laurel, MT
Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, Bull 
Sale, Columbus, MT

RED ANGUS
Sep. 11 – Ludvigson Stock F arms, 
Bull Sale, Visalia, CA
Sep. 24 – McPhee Red Angus, Pro-
duction Sale, Lodi, CA
Oct. 21 – NILE, Female Sale, Billings, 
MT
Oct. 29 – Ludvigson Stock Farms, 
Bull Sale, Shepherd, MT
Nov. 3 – 5L Red Angus, Bull Sale, 
Sheridan, MT

SOUTH DEVON
Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, Bull 
Sale, Columbus, MT

COMMERCIAL
Jul. 6 – Cattle Country Video, Hig h 
Plains S howcase, Torrington, WY
Jul. 11-13 – Western Video Market, 
Silver Legacy, Reno, NV  
Jul. 11-15 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tion, Week in the Rockies Video Sale, 
Cheyenne, WY
Jul. 18-20 – Northern Video Sale, 
Summertime Classic Video Auction, 
Billings, MT
Jul. 22 – Cattlemen’s Livestock Mar-
ket, Sonoma-Marin Cattlemen’s Spe-
cial Feeder Sale, Galt, CA
Aug. 9-10 – Cattle Country Video, 
Oregon Trail Classic, Gering, NE
Aug. 22 – Northern Video Sale, 
Early Fall Preview Video Auction, 
Billings, MT
Aug. 22-26 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tion, Big Horn Classic Video Sale, 
Sheridan, WY
Sep. 7-8 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tion, Labor Day Video Sale, Hudson 
Oaks, TX
Sep. 15 – Cattle Country Video, 
Cheyenne Roundup, Cheyenne, WY
Sep. 19 – Northern Video Sale, Fall 
Premier Video Auction, Billings, MT
Nov. 5 – Cattlemen’s Livestock Mar-
ket, Female Sale, Galt, CA

HORSE
Sep. 16-17 – Van Norman & Friends, 
Production Sale, Elko, NV
Oct. 14 – Western Stockman’s Mar-
ket, Showcase Horse Sale, McFar-
land, CA

SALE ALE CALENDARALENDAR

Get the most out of
your Classified ad!
ADD A PHOTO FOR

$10
Call TomCall Tom

800-800-850-2769850-2769
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Burden placed on irrigators to 
reach minimum flow levels

river,” Johnson said. “While 
the flow objectives for the 
Shasta got lowered, the 
Scott River objectives re-
main unachievably high, 
setting us up for curtail-
ments. We expect the ham-
mer to drop no later than 
next month.”

Helping fish?
The regulation is alleg-

edly in response to dis-
tressed fish populations. 
However, as noted by Sari 
Sommarstrom, a retired wa-
tershed consultant from 
Scott Valley, fish in the Scott 
River have actually been 
doing quite well, despite the 
fact that the water board’s 
summer flow objectives 
haven’t been met for the 
better part of a decade. 

Sommarstrom, who com-
mented at the meeting, em-
phasized the unreasonable-
ness of the regulation.

“As far as I can under-
stand, we’re the only place 
in California where all ag 
wells are subject to curtail-
ment, despite Scott Valley 
not being overdrafted—un-
like the San Joaquin and 
Salinas—despite most ag 
production wells being ad-
dressed in our Scott decree 
and despite pretty good 
natural runs of salmon,” 
Sommarstrom said.

Sommarstrom, a found-
ing member of AgWA, also 
told the board this spring’s 
near-record-breaking coho 
salmon outmigration from 
the Scott River was not aid-
ed by last September’s cur-
tailments—contrary to 
agency claims.

“Saying the 2020 coho run 
benefited from these regula-
tions does not match up with 
the life cycle needs. The regs 
didn’t kick in until mid-Sep-
tember. It was really last 
summer—before the regs 
kicked in—that was the 
most stressful part for those 
juvenile rearing coho.”

Communication 
wins

Sommarstrom noted that 
the water board staff has 
been very communicative, 
but she said, “There’s so 
much info that we’re not 
communicating well on still. 
The assumption in the regs 
is that there are fish every-
where, all the time, and 
that’s not true in the sys-
tem.”

Johnson and Sommar-
strom both noted that one 
water board member, Vice 
Chair Dorene D’Adamo, was 
particularly attentive to 
AgWA’s concerns. 

“We were really grateful 
for Vice Chair D’Adamo’s 
addition of a resolution that 
recognizes our county’s lo-
cally-developed Groundwa-
ter Sustainability Plan, and 
the (University of Califor-
nia) Davis-developed hydro-
logic model that guided that 
plan,” Sommarstrom said. 

“When this emergency reg 
was adopted last year, it 
didn’t even recognize the 
efforts we’ve been making 
for over a decade to improve 
our groundwater and flow 
situation in the Shasta and 
Scott valleys. We hope the 
new resolution is a sign that 

the water board is willing to 
work with the county and 
local groups to come up with 
solutions that are less puni-
tive and more proactive on 
the supply side of the situa-
tion.”

Additional language pro-
posed by D’Adamo did sup-
port one supply-side action: 
“groundwater recharge” 
permitting. 

“That was encouraging to 
see,” Johnson said. “But the 
fact remains that the bur-
den is currently being placed 
100 percent on our irrigators 
to reach the flow levels de-
manded by the water board. 
We are a snowmelt-depen-
dent system with no dams 
or big reservoirs. We simply 
can’t reach those flow levels 
if we don’t get adequate pre-
cipitation. Unless we find 
ways to hold onto water in 
the winter and spring when 
flows are high, we won’t 
reach the levels they want 
on the Scott. And the family 
rancher is the whipping 
boy.”

Groundwater 
jurisdiction

An ongoing lawsuit in 
Shasta Valley is currently 
challenging the assumption 
of connectivity between 
groundwater and surface 
water in the Big Springs 
Irrigation District. The wa-
ter board’s jurisdiction only 
covers surface water and 
“interconnected” groundwa-
ter.

During the meeting, 
D’Adamo raised the issue of 
the water board’s jurisdic-
tion over all groundwater. “I 
have to say that this is an 
area that’s troubled me from 
the start, but I understand 
the need for us to include 
groundwater, and I’ve spent 
a lot of time with our staff 
really wanting to make sure 
I understand our authori-
ties and that we are not 
overreaching.”

She asked a water board 
attorney at the meeting 
whether future information 
obtained regarding connec-
tivity could change the wa-
ter board’s approach of 
regulating all the water 
rights in the Scott and Shas-
ta valleys. The attorney’s 
response was noncommit-
tal.

Major components of the 
regulation are the following:
• The 30 percent reduction 
option: For those wishing to 
continue irrigating with 
groundwater after a curtail-
ment is issued, the water 
board is allowing for indi-

vidual plans that reduce 
irrigation by 30 percent. 
Many ranches have signed 
up for these plans. However, 
half of Scott Valley’s irri-
gated acreage (about 15,000 
acres) doesn’t qualify under 
this type of plan.
• Limited surface water 
diversions during a curtail-
ment could be allowed. 
There is a “tributary-wide” 
plan option that would al-
low limited surface water 
use after a curtailment, but 
this option has not yet been 
attempted in Scott Valley. It 
would require coordination 
between diverters on a giv-
en ditch or tributary, coordi-
nation with the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and steady moni-
toring.
• Livestock watering out of 
ditches in the nonirrigation 
season is severely limited, 
although there are excep-
tions. AgWA argues that 
using earthen ditches dur-
ing the nonirrigation sea-
son—in a way that doesn’t 
harm fish—serves an im-
portant function of recharg-
ing groundwater and should 
be encouraged. 
• Livestock drinking water 
is limited during a curtail-
ment. The max allowable 
use is 15 gallons/day for 
cattle and 1.5 gallons for 
sheep. AgWA has consis-
tently argued these 
amounts are not adequate, 
especially in hot weather. 
Water board staff did add 
language to allow livestock 
twice the maximum level 
when temperatures exceed 
90 F. 
• Penalties of $500 per day 
for violations are still in 
place. Some farmers and 
ranchers have already suf-
fered penalties, in some in-
stances because of acciden-
tal misfilings of paperwork. 

It’s hard to determine 
how curtailments and the 
30 percent plans will affect 
Scott Valley this year. In 
Shasta Valley, several cen-
tury-old ranches have al-
ready gone out of business 
due to the regulations, and 
it’s unknown how long the 
regulations will be in place.

“As long as Gov. (Gavin) 
Newsom (D) keeps the 
emergency drought procla-
mation in place, we’re likely 
to see readoption of some 
sort of regulation every 
year,” Johnson said. “We’re 
not sure how long many of 
our historic family farms 
and ranches can withstand 
that.” — Scott Valley Ag-
riculture Water Alliance 
for WLJ

WATER
(from page 1)

(Send calendar of events information 
to editorial@wlj.net.)
Aug. 1 – The American Sheep 
Industry Association is kicking off its 
annual Photo Contest. More than 
$1,000 will be awarded, and winning 
entries will be showcased in the 
October issue of the Sheep Industry 
News. Entry details: www.sheepusa.
org/asi-annual-photo-contest.
Aug. 8-9 – The second American 
Lamb Summit is set for Aug. 8-9 in 
East Lansing, MI. The registration fee 
is $200, with an optional tour 
organized by the Michigan Sheep 
Producers Association on August 10 
for an additional fee of $125, which is 
limited to 36 participants. To learn 
more and register, go to LambSummit.
com.
Aug. 12-13 – Registration is now 
open for three National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association Stockmanship and 

Stewardship regional events, with the 
third stop at Auburn University in 
Auburn, AL, Aug. 12-13. Details: www.
StockmanshipAndStewardship.org. 
Cattle producers attending a 
Stockmanship and Stewardship 
event are eligible for reimbursement 
through the Rancher Resilience 
Grant. 
Aug. 18-19 – R-CALF USA is hosting 
its 2022 Annual Convention and 
Trade Show at the Lodge at 
Deadwood in Deadwood, SD. 
Sponsor and attendee registration is 
available now at www.rcalfconvention.
com. 
Aug. 24-26 – Registration is now 
open for the Public Land Council’s 
2022 Annual Meeting in Cody, WY. 
Registration and hotel details can be 
found at publiclandscouncil.org under 
the “events” tab. Early bird registration 
ends June 15.

COMING OMING EVENTSVENTS
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