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INSIDE WLJ

TWO-STEPPIN’ ACROSS
TEXAS — The annual WLJ
Livestock Tour just wrapped
up an amazing week in Texas.
In this week’s issue, you'll find
tour recaps, photos and even
a special poem penned by a
tour attendee.

DAIRY POSITIVE — Meat
from a condemned dairy cow
tests positive for avian flu as
the disease continues to affect
herds. Page 3

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

"A combined effort between a
Japanese and U.S. company
led to the development of the
world’s first BSE-resistant
cattle embryo. Given the fact
that BSE is a non-contagious
disease, the engineering of
this cow will be more beneficial
to human health than animal
health, researchers said,” read
the June 7. 2004, WLJ article.
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Navajo Nation signs water rights agreements

— Could cost billions

The Navajo Nation has signed two
historic agreements to secure water
rights on the Colorado River in Ari-
zona and Rio San José in New Mex-
ico. Once enacted by Congress,
these agreements could potentially
costthe federal governmentbillions
of dollars.

The Nation’s agreement in Ari-
zonasecuresits share of water rights
for all its claims in the state, includ-
ing the Colorado River’s upper and
lower basins and the Little Colorado
River Basin. If approved by Con-
gress, itwill secure funding for water
infrastructure that will provide ac-
cess to water for tens of thousands
of homes in Navajo communities

Livestock Tour attendees
two-step across Texas

The 2024 “Two-Steppin’
Across Texas” Livestock Tour
presented by WLJ wrapped up a
successful week in the Lone Star
State from May 19-25. The six-
day tour drew 120 attendees from
16 states, providing a deep dive
into the heart of Texas ranching
and agriculture. This year’s tour
marked the first time the plan-
ning and implementation were
handled by Devin and Samantha
Murnin, who took the reins un-
der the guidance of Pete Crow
and Jerry York.

From the opening banquet to
the concluding walk along the
Alamo and San Antonio River
Walk, the tour was a testament to
the passion, hospitality and
pride that define those involved
in Texas agriculture. Despite the
heat and humidity of south and
southeastern Texas, attendees
enjoyed a week of ranch visits,
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local historical attractions and
scenic drives across the country-
side.

Night 1

The tour kicked off on Sunday,
May 19 with abanquetdinner atthe
host hotel in San Antonio, TX. At-
tendees enjoyed a steak dinner with
all the fixings, a fitting start to what
would be a week of great meals.
One thing is for sure: attendees did
not go hungry over the week!

Merrie Hathaway, the tour’s lon-
gest-attending participant, wasrec-
ognized, along with Ray Prock, who
drove the farthest all the way from
central California. The night set the
tone for the camaraderie thatwould
be shared over the week.

Day1

Monday began with a visit to

HeartBrand Beef, where attendees
learned about their Akaushi cattle
operation. HeartBrand Beef, which
started in 1994, was the first to
import Akaushi cattle into the U.S.
from Japan. The ranch now man-
ages around 3,000 cows and pro-
cesses 400 head weekly. Their all-
natural program emphasizes high
marbling and superior beef qual-
ity.

After a quick stop at Blue Bell
Creameries for an afternoon ice
cream treat, the tour moved to Col-
lier Farms, a registered Beefmaster
operation. Spanning three coun-
ties, Collier Farms runs 800-1,000
head annually. The ranch chose
the Beefmaster breed for its adapt-
ability and maternal qualities,
which thrives under the ranch’s
low-input management strategy.

See WLJ TOURonpage 5

across Arizona.

Navajo Nation President Buu
Nygren said that after decades of
waiting since the 1960s, the settle-
ment is a monumental step in en-
suring the Navajo Nation can pro-
vide water to its people.

Navajo Nation Council Speaker
Crystalyne Curley introduced legis-
lation to approve the Northeastern

Arizona Indian Water Rights Settle-
ment Agreement to the 25th Navajo
Nation Council. Curley said that
passing this historic bill has been a
top priority for the council since
taking office in January 2023. She
thanked her colleagues, attorneys
and numerous advocates who

See NAVAJO WATER on page 7

Wikimedia
The Navajo Nation has signed agreements to secure water rights on two major rivers. Pictured here, Lake Powell, a reservoir on the Colorado River that straddles the
border between Utah and Arizona.

Farm bill advances out
of House ag committee

— Ag groups applaud
move

The House Agriculture Commit-
tee moved forward on a 33-21 vote
to advance the $1.5 trillion farm bill
to the House floor, where it will face
a party-line fight.

The bill, House Resolution 8467,
the “Farm, Food and National Secu-
rity Act of2024,” garnered bipartisan
support, passing with the backing of
four Democrats. Reps. Don Davis
(NC-01), Yadira Caraveo (CO-08),
Eric Sorensen (IL-17) and Sanford
Bishop (GA-02) joined 29 Republi-
canmembers in supporting the bill.

“I'want to commend Reps. Cara-
veo, Davis, Sorensen and Bishop for
their willingness to see through the
hyperbolic partisan rhetoric and
help advance the Farm, Food, and
National Security Act of 2024, Rep.
Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA-15)
said. “I heard my Democratic col-
leagues loud and clear at markup,
that there is a whole lot of common

ground and a few sticking points
that can be resolved through con-
versation and negotiation”

The committee blocked by a 25-
29 vote Democrat amendments
such as:

o The restoration of mandates
directing Inflation Reduction Act
conservation funds towards cli-
mate-smart practices.

o Maintaining the USDA secre-
tary’s control over the Commodity
Credit Corporation.

« Reinstating $27 billion in fund-
ing for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program over the next
decade.

o Ensuring meatpackers with
USDA contracts comply with child
labor laws.

The committee approved 19
amendments offered by Thompson,
including:

e Ordering the comptroller gen-
eral to report on the use of

See FARMBILL on page 12
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average of $303.43.

DTN livestock analyst, in her Thursday midday comments.
Cash trade through Thursday totaled less than 10,000 head.
Live steers sold from $186-190, and dressed steers sold from | s

Cash trade for the week ending May 26 was 67,936 head. | s

“Normally, but not always as we learned in 2023, cash fed | «x
cattle prices and boxed beef prices weaken into summer,’ | &
wrote Cassie Fish, market analyst, in The Beef on Thursday.
“Will the cash cattle and beef markets trapse sideways again

Futures headed lower following the Memorial Day holiday, jolted by
outside market factors. Slaughter numbers for the week reflect the holi-
day’s impact, with one less day online.

Cattle futures traded sideways to lower over the week. The June contract
lost 17 cents to close at $183.52, and the August contract lost 87 cents to

“Thelive cattle complex hasn’t been able to shake the news that China
has blocked beef imports from the JBS Greeley, CO, plant as traces of
ractopamine were found in meat from that plant,” wrote ShayLe Stewart,

Market momentum slips after holiday weekend

this summer as it did last year or not?”

Slaughter through Thursday was projected at 375,000 head, about
111,000 head short from aweek earlier due to the Memorial Day holiday.
Total slaughter for a week earlier is estimated at 607,000 head. Actual
slaughter for the week ending May 18 was 596,918 head. The average
steer dressed weight was 921 Ibs., 2 Ibs. lower than the prior week.

“Normally, weights increase around 50 pounds from their spring low
to their Q4 high but that would seem a stretch for this year,” Fish said. “Or
is the industry going to find out in 2024 just how big is too big?”
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Two-Steppin’ Across Texas

he 2024 Livestock Tour 5
T presented by the West-

ern Livestock Journal
took place from Sunday, May 19
through Saturday, May 25. What
aweek we had in Texas! This
year’s Livestock Tour saw 120 at-
tendees from 16 different states
convene in Texas to traverse
over 1,200 miles on three buses!
The geographical diversity was fascinating, and we were
able to visit ranches with a variety of management tech-
niques, a broad range of goals, multiple different species
of livestock and so many great conversations that will be
impossible to capture in this column.

The hospitality in Texas was second to none. Each
stop along the tour was very gracious with their time
and rolled out the red carpet for our group. I want to
give a huge thank you to all 14 of our tour stops. No
question went unanswered, and we left each stop feel-
ing like old friends. Mr. Jim Williams from the V8 Ranch
in Hungerford, TX, said it best when he welcomed the
group. Paraphrasing Mr. Williams, he said he could tell
right away when the group got off the buses that these
were good people, his kind of people, who were inter-
ested in cattle and the ranching lifestyle.

Beyond the excellent stops during the week, the at-
tendees of the tour deserve a lot of recognition as well.
Spending a week with over 100 folks of similar interest
results in life-long friendships being made. The group of
attendees are all passionate about the ranching life.
From multi-generational ranching families, to Saddle
and Sirloin Club Portrait Gallery inductees, to livestock
enthusiasts who do not own any livestock, the make-up
of the groups is diverse yet focused. Many of the attend-
ees have been on multiple tours. A special shoutout
goes to the Rose family in Washington who had three
generations on this year’s tour! The Livestock Tour
group often refers to themselves as a family and if you
ever have been on a tour or get a chance to go on one in
the future, you will see what I mean.

For those not familiar with the Livestock Tour, they
began nearly 85 years ago when the Western Livestock
Journalbegan touring ranches and looking at cattle that
were for sale but not available at auction. Over the
course of more than eight decades, the tour has trans-
formed into what it is today. Sometimes referred to as
“The University on Wheels,” we strive to provide an en-
joyable and informative week touring ranches and agri-
cultural facilities. Lodging, transportation, the majority
of meals, refreshments and details are all taken care of
by our team. You simply get to show up and let us han-
dle the rest. Our goal is to provide a memorable, enjoy-
able week of camaraderie, education, hospitality and
fun.

Where else do you have the opportunity to see
Akaushi, Angus, Beefmaster, Brahman, Brangus, Ul-
trablack, Hereford and diverse commercial cattle, along
with goat ranching, racing Quarter Horses, ranch hors-
es, working cur dogs and much more? Only on the Live-
stock Tour! Beyond the working ranches, we also got to
hear from leading professors at Texas A&M University
and saw the latest technology being used at Integrated
Breeders and STgenetics. The tour stops at 44 Farms
and Mound Creek Ranch were extremely memorable
for each one’s vision in their respective breeding pro-
grams and goals to impact the cattle herd through their
genetic advancements. The diversification and genera-
tional legacy shared at Weinhiemer Ranch was ex-
tremely impactful to learn about. And seeing the value
and opportunities created by Scarmardo Cattle Compa-
ny through their order buying and cattle marketing
business was eye-opening. I wish I could expand on all
the tour stops, because there was valuable insight
shared at each location.

Ahuge shoutout goes to Anna Miller, managing edi-
tor at WLJ, for all her efforts on social media. She pro-
vided daily updates through pictures and videos on
Facebook and Instagram. You will also get a chance to
read more about the tour and see some fun photos from
the week in this issue. I would also be remiss if I didn’t
give credit to my wife, Samantha, for taking care of all
the details. She made sure that nothing was overlooked,
and that the week went off without a hitch. Thank you
to the Crow family for starting the legacy of the Live-
stock Tours. Special thanks to Pete Crow and Jerry York
who had been organizing the tours up until 2023.

We hope that you can join us in 2025. We promise
that you will meet people and see things only available
to the Livestock Tours crowd and become a member of
the “Tour Family”” If you're interested in future tours,
watch for more information in the Western Livestock
Journal and feel free to reach out to myself or Samantha.
— DEVIN MURNIN

MURNIN
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KAY’S KORNER

LIVE CATTLE PRICES DEFY ODDS

Cash live cattle prices continue to defy the
odds thatwould appear to be stacked against
them. Those odds include futures prices that
are far below cash prices, a contra-seasonal
increase in front-end cattle supplies and
carcass weights that have declined far less than normal.

Onalive cattle price basis, a five-area steer averaged $182.67/
cwtlive or $292.35/cwt dressed the week ended April 21. They
have increased every week (five) since then and averaged
$190.09/cwt live or $303.49/cwt dressed the week before last.
Both prices were all-time record highs. Yet prices might have
gone slightly higher last week. It is apparent that cattle are in
strong hands and that cattle feeders are determined to get
higher prices during the best two demand months of the year
(May and June).

Meanwhile, I recently came across a fascinating report that
said the global beef market in 2024 will be worth $450.5 billion
and its value is expected to reach $645.6 billion by 2033, at a
compound annual growth rate of 4.5% during the forecast
period 2024-33. So says a new report from Custom Market
Insights, a market research and advisory company. The global
beef market is segmented by product type, distribution chan-
nel and region, says the report. The market is classified into
loins, chucks, rounds, brisket ribs and others. Loins dominated
the market in 2023 with a market share of 35% and are ex-
pected to keep their dominance during the forecast period.
The beef industry is significantly impacted by consumer de-
mand for multiple loin byproducts, which are essential com-
ponents of the business. Sirloins, tenderloins and T-bone steaks
fetch high rates due to their tenderness and flavor, says the
report.

These high-value cuts increase profits for cattle ranchers and
processors, says the report. Furthermore, loin trimmings and
ground beef made from loin cuts are popular among consum-
ers looking for low-cost, delicious solutions. Moreover, loin
byproducts such asribs and backbones are used in a variety of
culinary applications, increasing the total flexibility and mar-
ketability of beef products. The demand for various loin by-
products varies according to customer tastes, culinary trends
and economic circumstances, making them important drivers
ofthe beef market’s dynamics and profitability, says the report.

Rising consumer preference for protein intake is the first
factor the report cites for the beef market’s growth. The increas-
ing consumer appetite for protein consumption is a major
driver of the beefbusiness. As consumers become more aware
of the necessity of protein in a well-balanced diet, they seek

out high-quality protein sources such as beef. Beefis not only
high in vital minerals such as iron, zinc and B vitamins but it
also has a full amino acid profile required for muscle develop-
ment and repair. The popularity of high-protein diets, fitness
trends and the impression of beef as a satisfying and tasty
protein source all add to its demand, says the report.

Beef’s adaptability in many cultures and recipes also makes
ita popular choice among consumerslooking for healthful and
enjoyable meals, says the report. The National Cattleman'’s Beef
Association, a contractor for the U.S. Beef Checkoff program,
collects a wide range of consumer information about their
attitudes and eating habits regarding beef. Interestingly, for the
third year in a row, beef is listed in the top three proteins,
whereas plant-based replacements and insect proteins score
far below. Over 60% of consumers constantly see beef posi-
tively, with less than 15% viewing it negatively, says the report.

Theincrease in disposable income benefits the cattle indus-
try in numerous ways, says the report. People tend to consume
more high-quality protein sources such as beef due to its flavor
and nutritional content. This increases the need for beef prod-
ucts. Customers with greater financial resources are more
likely to purchase premium beef cuts and value-added goods,
increasing beef producers’ sales and earnings. Furthermore,
increased disposable income is frequently associated with
urbanization and lifestyle changes such as dining out and
convenience food consumption, which fuels the popularity of
beef-based meals and packaged beef products.

The rising popularity of internet channels has greatly in-
creased sales in the frozen beefindustry, says the report. Online
platforms offer consumers easy access to alarge range of frozen
beef products, allowing them to purchase from the comfort of
their own homes and quickly compare pricing. Furthermore,
internet shops frequently provide coupons, sales and bulk
buying opportunities, which appeal to price-conscious custom-
ers looking for good value for money. The convenience of ac-
cessing product descriptions, customer feedback and nutri-
tional data online boosts consumer trust in buying frozen beef
products. Moreover, the worldwide accessibility of internet
platforms allows consumers to obtain niche or imported beef
items that may not be available in local brick-and-mortar retail-
ers, says the report. — Steve Kay, WLJ columnist

(Steve Kay is editor/publisher of Cattle Buyers Weekly, an
industry newsletter published at P.O. Box 2533, Petaluma,
CA, 94953; 707-765-1725. Kay’s Korner appears exclusively
inWLJ.)
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They practiced together for nine
years until their growing family of six
children, including one daughter
(Peggy) who suffered severe brain
damage immediately following her
birth, dictated that it was more im-
portantforhertobeaful-timehome-
maker.

Aboveall, Craig was devotedtohis

horseback riding, hunting, and riding
and racing dirt bikes on the property
and around the Pacific Northwest.

Craig lived a full and rewarding life.
He is preceded in death by his par-
ents; wife, Tensie; youngest son,
Bruce; and brother, Roy Rowan and
sister-in-law Helen Rowan of Green-
wich, CT.

He is survived by his five other
children, Ron (Ann) Rowan of Baker
City, OR; Barry (Linda) Rowan of
Steamboat Springs, CO; Paul (Becky)
Rowan of Boise, ID; Ann (Rob) Whyte
of Paradise Valley, AZ; and Margaret
(Peggy) Rowan of Meridian, ID; and
eight grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

b/ e

Craig Rowan; 1923-2024

Craig Rowan, 100, was born Sept.
24,1923, in New York City, NY, and
died May 17 in Boisg, ID. Craig gradu-
ated from Middlebury Collegein Ver-
mont and fromthe Veterinary School
of Medicine at the University of Penn-
sylvania in Philadelphia. Following
graduation, he started his mixed ani-
mal veterinary practice in Weiser, ID.
Heretired fromthat practicein Weiser
after 55 years to provide veterinary
services for Simplot Company’scattle
business until he was 95. Craig was
passionate about his work. He re-
ceivedseveralawards fromldahoand
nationally for outstanding medical
innovations and achievements in his
field.

Craig married his wonderful wife,
Tensie (Hortense) Ford, a veterinary
graduate from Cornell University
(New York)in WeiseronJuly 19,1953.

family. He and Tensie took multiple
and very memorable cross-country
driving trips with their young family
visiting all of the states, except Hawaii.
Craig enjoyed spending time with his
family at Tensie’s family’s rustic log
cabinon Payette LakeinMcCallwhere
the kids learned to water ski and ex-
plore nature. At one point, Craig de-
cideditwouldbeagreatideatointro-
duce the family to snow skiing. As a
result, the entire family started ski
lessons on the same day. To help fa-
cilitate the family skiing adventure,
Craigwasinvolved withlaunchingand
building the ski lift at Hitt Mountain
near Cambridge. When the family
outgrew that mountain, the family
made many trips to Brundage Moun-
tainin McCall and Sun Valley.
Attheirsmallranchin Weiser, Craig
and his family raised beef cattle, milk
cows, sheep, hogs, and chickens, and
various other animals both common
and uncommon. Craig and Tensie
loved animals and believed caring for
the animals instilled in their kids a
strong work ethic andimportant les-
sons in responsibility. Caring for the
animals also gave the kids an oppor-
tunity to participate in 4-H programs
with their animals. The family enjoyed
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THE
VIEWPOINT

with Jean Barton

This exclusive column found only in
WLJ features unique perspectives
from some of the nation’s top
producers, marketers, animal health
experts, economists and more.

Jean Barton has strong
roots in Red Bluff, CA, with
arich family ranch history
spanning back more than a
century. Jean has traveled
worldwide in pursuit of
learning more about agri-
culture and promoting the
beefindustry. As partofher
passion for travel, Jean has
been aloyal attendee of the
Livestock Tours presented
by WLJsince the late 1980s.

Red Bluff roots

Jean’s great-grandfather
came to Red Bluff in 1874. At
the time, sheep were a popu-
lar choice in Northern Califor-
nia because they provided a
dual income between wool
and lamb, Jean told WLJ. In
1942, Jean'’s dad wanted to get
into the cattle business, so he
purchased a set of commercial
Hereford cattle to begin the
family’ cattle ranchinglegacy.

Jean attended the Uni-
versity of California, Davis,
where she enrolled in the
animal husbandry program
and graduated with ahome
economics degree. At the
time, of the 1,700 students,
only 400 were women.

In 1951, Jean had the op-
portunity to become a foreign
exchange student with the
4-H-sponsored International
Farm Youth Exchange. She
traveled to New Zealand over
the course of 21 days on a

:
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ship, until she reached Auck-
land on Aug. 21, 1951. Over
the next seven months, Jean
lived with 28 farm families.

“Itwas awonderful experi-
ence with these different
farms,” Jean said. “It was a
different life.”

After she graduated from
college, Jean met her late hus-
band, Bill, at a livestock show
while he oversaw the show
cattle for Emerald Angusin Elk
Grove, CA. Their first date at
an Angus banquet during Cow
Palace was the start of a
55-year-long marriage that
blessed them with two daugh-
ters and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

The Emerald Angus ranch
dispersed in 1961, which led
Bill to become the foreman at
Jack’s Valley Ranch in Carson
City, NV, for five years. Shortly
after, Jean and Billmoved back
to Red Bluff to form the Wil-
lard and Barton Ranch with
Jean’s parents. Jean and Bill
grazed cattle for manyyearsin
Lassen County on U.S. Forest
Service lands on Eagle Lake.

But, Jean said, soon
enough, “The tourists be-
came more important than
cows,” and grazing as permit-
tees was no longer possible.
In 2005, Jean and Bill stopped
grazing their cattle in the

Are we onthebrinkofa
new trade war with China?

The Biden administration
recently announcedlarge, in-
creased tariff rates for Chi-
nese electric vehicles, solar
cells, semiconductors, and
aluminum and steel products.
This raises the possibility of
another trade war with China
that could impact agriculture.

Economists from the Uni-
versity of California (UC), Da-
vis, and North Dakota State
University (NDSU) evaluated
the potential implications of
the U.S. revoking China’s Per-
manent Normal Trade Rela-
tions (PNTR) status. They
found that if China retaliated
against a change in China’s
PNTR status, it could lead to a
9.5% increase in China’s agri-
cultural import tariffs, result-
ingin potential trade losses to
California agriculture of
around $1 billion annually.

California agriculture was
hit hard by the 2018-19 trade
war with China, and many
industries have still not re-
covered from its effects. De-
spite this, there is increasing
support in Congress for fur-
therrestrictions on trade with
China, with proponents as-
serting that China is not com-
plying with the World Trade
Organization’s regulations.

The authors’ research sug-
gests that some product
groups, such as horticultural
products, dairy, livestock and
meats, would likely experi-
ence even steeper than aver-
age increases in import tariffs.

“The impact on import tar-

iffs for non-agricultural sec-
torswould be even larger, with
the average import tariff going
up from 3.9% to 32.5%,” said
Colin A. Carter, distinguished
professor in the Department
of Agricultural and Resource
Economics at UC Davis and
co-author of the study.

For all California agricul-
tural exports, they estimated
an average decline in export
value between 28.4% and
34.8% when comparing a sce-
nariowhere China’s PNTR sta-
tusisrevoked to one whereitis
not. This translates into an es-
timated trade loss of between
$0.8 and $1 billion, using 2023
California agricultural exports.

Some crops thatrely heav-
ily on China for exports, such
as tree nuts, would be more
severely impacted by these
effects, particularly consider-
ing that some of them are still
subjected to residual tariffs
from the 2018-19 trade war.

Thelast trade war between
the U.S. and China led to sig-
nificant decreases in crop
prices and lost export oppor-
tunities. And, as co-author
Sandro Steinbach, associate
professor in the Department
of Agribusiness and Applied
Economics and the Director
of the Center for Agricultural
Policy and Trade Studies at
NDSU notes, “Once access to
a market is lost, gaining it
back is difficult, as the 2018-
19 trade war has shown.” —
Giannini Foundation of Ag-
ricultural Economics

Anna Miller
Lee Hall (far left) and Jean Barton (far right) with Saddle and
Sirloin Portrait Gallery inductees Bob Hall and Jim Williams while
on the 2024 “Two-Steppin’ Across Texas” Livestock Tour.

mountains and instead fed
hay in Red Bluff.

“I miss going to the moun-
tains, but I really don’t be-
cause our cabin was 100 years
old or so,” Jean said with a
laugh.

Tour memories

In 1988, Jean and Bill fi-
nally had the chance to at-
tend their first Livestock
Tour in New Mexico. They
left the ranch in Tehama
County to visit the Here-
fords and windmills of the
scenic northeast New Mex-
ico countryside. Over the
years, the couple continued
to enjoy the tours together
until Bill's passing in 2012.

Since then, Jean has car-
ried on the tradition of trav-
eling. In recent years, Jean
has traveled on the tours
with her daughters, Linda
Borror and Kendra McClus-
key. This year, Linda’s hus-
band, Kevin, even joined the
tour, adding another family
member to the tradition.

“You learn so much on
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these tours,” Jean said.
“And you meet so many
fascinating people.” One of
those individuals included
New Mexico rancher Linda
Davis, with whom Jean
maintained a friendship
for manyyears until Linda’s
passing earlier this year.

One of the tours that
stuck out the most to Jean
took place in Arkansas,
when attendees could see
an egg hatchery.

“That was fantastic,”
Jean said. “So different.
That’s something you
don’t see in Red Bluff”

Other tour memory
highlights include seeing
historical and natural at-
tractions like Yellowstone
National Park, the Grand
Canyon and the Alamo.

When she’s not traveling
and taking notesin her note-
book for her weekly column
in the Red Bluff Daily, Jean
stays busy and active in the
industry. She is involved in
cattlewomen groups from
the local to the national
level and has served in sev-
eral leadership positions.
Late last year, Jean was
awarded the California Cat-
tlemen’s Association’s 2023
Lifetime Achievement
Award “for alifetime of com-
mitment and service to the
California cattle industry.”

Jean’s steadfast involve-
ment and passion over
the years continue to in-
spire those around her in
the agricultural commu-
nity. — Anna Miller, WLJ
managing editor

Avian influenza continues affecting dairy herds

Meat from a condemned
dairy cow recently tested
positive for H5N1 avian in-
fluenza as more dairy farms
continue testing positive
for the virus as well.

USDA’s Food Safety In-
spection System (FSIS)
reported on May 24 that
viral particles were found
in tissue samples of one
out of 96 cows that were
tested. Each of the cows
tested were condemned
and thus prohibited from
entering the food supply.

FSIS staffidentified signs
of illness in the positive

cow during a post-mortem
inspection and prevented
the animal from entering
the food supply. “These ac-
tions provide further confi-
dence that the food safety
system we have in place is
working,” USDA stated.

USDA continues report-
ingmore herd infections; 12
dairy herds tested positive
from May 20-24, which in-
cluded four herds in Michi-
gan, three in South Dakota,
two in Colorado and Idaho,
and one in Texas.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and

Rural Development now
reports 21 dairy herds have
been infected with the vi-
rus across 10 counties.
Since late March, 63
dairy herds nationally
have had confirmed cases
of H5N1 across nine states.
Reuters reported that the
U.S. and Europe are looking
to develop H5N1 vaccines
that could be used to help
protect dairy and poultry
workers. The U.S.hashad two
human cases since April, one
involving a dairy worker in
Texas and another involving
a dairy worker in Michigan.

The Centers for Infec-
tious Disease Research
and Policy at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota as well
as the National Institutes
of Health also cited a New
England Journal of Medi-
cine report that mice fed
raw milk infected with
H5N1 “quickly becameill,
with high virus levels in
their respiratory tissues.”

Since the beginning of
the outbreak, officials from
federal agencies have
stressed the risks of drink-
ingraw milk. — Chris Clay-
ton, DTN ag policy editor

FORT RANCH

47th Annual Production Sale
Saturday ¢ June 22, 2024 « 35 Miles West of Brigham City

Prospects raised on 34,000 acres in the beautiful, rugged Promontory Mountains of Utah. Our foals are born
and raised in the elements and on the mountainside. They have a rich history of being cow horses that excel
on the ranch, in the arena, and in the show pen. We hope to see you at our annual production sale!

FOR INFORMATION & CATALOG

REQUESTS CALL:
Landon Hall

208-680-9041

or www.fortranch.com

Reference Sires:

Silver Savanah

Moon
Once In A Blu Boon x
Savanah Holli

Kid Dunit
Dun It With A Twist x
Melimelo Kid

Smart Zee

Cat Suep
High Brow Cat x
Meradas Little Sue

Cow Kwacker
High Brow Cat x
Kwackin

Smart Little Lena x

Playboys Buck Fever x
Telenastyle

Lena

Zee Dualy

Stylish Fever

Prom

pr—

Frank VanderSloot

2880 North 55 West

Idaho Falls, ID 83402
208-528-6635

Mitch Jacobs
2496 North 2375 East
Hamer, ID 83425
208-662-5530

Saturday, June 22, 2024

11:30 Fort Ranch Sale Begins

f

10:00 Sale Preview

Complimentary lunch served

throughout the sale

Dams include own
daughters of:

208-589-1951

Bobalena Bob
Bodee Boonsmal
Cat Ichi
CD Lights
Dual Rey
Gun Goes Boon
Hickorydickory Doc
High Brow Cat
High Brow CD
Little Pistol Badge
Metallic Cat

Mr Peppy Olena
Mr Skyline Peppy
One Time Pepto
Playdox
Playin Stylish
Quite A Boon
Ricochets Sue
Smart Little Lena
Smooth As A Cat
TR Dual Rey
Zoom Zoom Shorty

Sale Terms: 1/3 down payment with balance to be paid in September when foals are weaned and picked
up by their new owners. Foal guaranteed to be alive and sound or your down payment will be refunded. f




THE
VIEWPOINT

with Jean Barton

This exclusive column found only in
WLJ features unique perspectives
from some of the nation’s top
producers, marketers, animal health
experts, economists and more.

Jean Barton has strong
roots in Red Bluff, CA, with
arich family ranch history
spanning back more than a
century. Jean has traveled
worldwide in pursuit of
learning more about agri-
culture and promoting the
beefindustry. As partofher
passion for travel, Jean has
been aloyal attendee of the
Livestock Tours presented
by WLJsince the late 1980s.

Red Bluff roots

Jean’s great-grandfather
came to Red Bluff in 1874. At
the time, sheep were a popu-
lar choice in Northern Califor-
nia because they provided a
dual income between wool
and lamb, Jean told WLJ. In
1942, Jean'’s dad wanted to get
into the cattle business, so he
purchased a set of commercial
Hereford cattle to begin the
family’ cattle ranchinglegacy.

Jean attended the Uni-
versity of California, Davis,
where she enrolled in the
animal husbandry program
and graduated with ahome
economics degree. At the
time, of the 1,700 students,
only 400 were women.

In 1951, Jean had the op-
portunity to become a foreign
exchange student with the
4-H-sponsored International
Farm Youth Exchange. She
traveled to New Zealand over
the course of 21 days on a

:
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ship, until she reached Auck-
land on Aug. 21, 1951. Over
the next seven months, Jean
lived with 28 farm families.

“Itwas awonderful experi-
ence with these different
farms,” Jean said. “It was a
different life.”

After she graduated from
college, Jean met her late hus-
band, Bill, at a livestock show
while he oversaw the show
cattle for Emerald Angusin Elk
Grove, CA. Their first date at
an Angus banquet during Cow
Palace was the start of a
55-year-long marriage that
blessed them with two daugh-
ters and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

The Emerald Angus ranch
dispersed in 1961, which led
Bill to become the foreman at
Jack’s Valley Ranch in Carson
City, NV, for five years. Shortly
after, Jean and Billmoved back
to Red Bluff to form the Wil-
lard and Barton Ranch with
Jean’s parents. Jean and Bill
grazed cattle for manyyearsin
Lassen County on U.S. Forest
Service lands on Eagle Lake.

But, Jean said, soon
enough, “The tourists be-
came more important than
cows,” and grazing as permit-
tees was no longer possible.
In 2005, Jean and Bill stopped
grazing their cattle in the

Are we onthebrinkofa
new trade war with China?

The Biden administration
recently announcedlarge, in-
creased tariff rates for Chi-
nese electric vehicles, solar
cells, semiconductors, and
aluminum and steel products.
This raises the possibility of
another trade war with China
that could impact agriculture.

Economists from the Uni-
versity of California (UC), Da-
vis, and North Dakota State
University (NDSU) evaluated
the potential implications of
the U.S. revoking China’s Per-
manent Normal Trade Rela-
tions (PNTR) status. They
found that if China retaliated
against a change in China’s
PNTR status, it could lead to a
9.5% increase in China’s agri-
cultural import tariffs, result-
ingin potential trade losses to
California agriculture of
around $1 billion annually.

California agriculture was
hit hard by the 2018-19 trade
war with China, and many
industries have still not re-
covered from its effects. De-
spite this, there is increasing
support in Congress for fur-
therrestrictions on trade with
China, with proponents as-
serting that China is not com-
plying with the World Trade
Organization’s regulations.

The authors’ research sug-
gests that some product
groups, such as horticultural
products, dairy, livestock and
meats, would likely experi-
ence even steeper than aver-
age increases in import tariffs.

“The impact on import tar-

iffs for non-agricultural sec-
torswould be even larger, with
the average import tariff going
up from 3.9% to 32.5%,” said
Colin A. Carter, distinguished
professor in the Department
of Agricultural and Resource
Economics at UC Davis and
co-author of the study.

For all California agricul-
tural exports, they estimated
an average decline in export
value between 28.4% and
34.8% when comparing a sce-
nariowhere China’s PNTR sta-
tusisrevoked to one whereitis
not. This translates into an es-
timated trade loss of between
$0.8 and $1 billion, using 2023
California agricultural exports.

Some crops thatrely heav-
ily on China for exports, such
as tree nuts, would be more
severely impacted by these
effects, particularly consider-
ing that some of them are still
subjected to residual tariffs
from the 2018-19 trade war.

Thelast trade war between
the U.S. and China led to sig-
nificant decreases in crop
prices and lost export oppor-
tunities. And, as co-author
Sandro Steinbach, associate
professor in the Department
of Agribusiness and Applied
Economics and the Director
of the Center for Agricultural
Policy and Trade Studies at
NDSU notes, “Once access to
a market is lost, gaining it
back is difficult, as the 2018-
19 trade war has shown.” —
Giannini Foundation of Ag-
ricultural Economics

Anna Miller
Lee Hall (far left) and Jean Barton (far right) with Saddle and
Sirloin Portrait Gallery inductees Bob Hall and Jim Williams while
on the 2024 “Two-Steppin’ Across Texas” Livestock Tour.

mountains and instead fed
hay in Red Bluff.

“I miss going to the moun-
tains, but I really don’t be-
cause our cabin was 100 years
old or so,” Jean said with a
laugh.

Tour memories

In 1988, Jean and Bill fi-
nally had the chance to at-
tend their first Livestock
Tour in New Mexico. They
left the ranch in Tehama
County to visit the Here-
fords and windmills of the
scenic northeast New Mex-
ico countryside. Over the
years, the couple continued
to enjoy the tours together
until Bill's passing in 2012.

Since then, Jean has car-
ried on the tradition of trav-
eling. In recent years, Jean
has traveled on the tours
with her daughters, Linda
Borror and Kendra McClus-
key. This year, Linda’s hus-
band, Kevin, even joined the
tour, adding another family
member to the tradition.

“You learn so much on
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these tours,” Jean said.
“And you meet so many
fascinating people.” One of
those individuals included
New Mexico rancher Linda
Davis, with whom Jean
maintained a friendship
for manyyears until Linda’s
passing earlier this year.

One of the tours that
stuck out the most to Jean
took place in Arkansas,
when attendees could see
an egg hatchery.

“That was fantastic,”
Jean said. “So different.
That’s something you
don’t see in Red Bluff”

Other tour memory
highlights include seeing
historical and natural at-
tractions like Yellowstone
National Park, the Grand
Canyon and the Alamo.

When she’s not traveling
and taking notesin her note-
book for her weekly column
in the Red Bluff Daily, Jean
stays busy and active in the
industry. She is involved in
cattlewomen groups from
the local to the national
level and has served in sev-
eral leadership positions.
Late last year, Jean was
awarded the California Cat-
tlemen’s Association’s 2023
Lifetime Achievement
Award “for alifetime of com-
mitment and service to the
California cattle industry.”

Jean’s steadfast involve-
ment and passion over
the years continue to in-
spire those around her in
the agricultural commu-
nity. — Anna Miller, WLJ
managing editor

Avian influenza continues affecting dairy herds

Meat from a condemned
dairy cow recently tested
positive for H5N1 avian in-
fluenza as more dairy farms
continue testing positive
for the virus as well.

USDA’s Food Safety In-
spection System (FSIS)
reported on May 24 that
viral particles were found
in tissue samples of one
out of 96 cows that were
tested. Each of the cows
tested were condemned
and thus prohibited from
entering the food supply.

FSIS staffidentified signs
of illness in the positive

cow during a post-mortem
inspection and prevented
the animal from entering
the food supply. “These ac-
tions provide further confi-
dence that the food safety
system we have in place is
working,” USDA stated.

USDA continues report-
ingmore herd infections; 12
dairy herds tested positive
from May 20-24, which in-
cluded four herds in Michi-
gan, three in South Dakota,
two in Colorado and Idaho,
and one in Texas.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and

Rural Development now
reports 21 dairy herds have
been infected with the vi-
rus across 10 counties.
Since late March, 63
dairy herds nationally
have had confirmed cases
of H5N1 across nine states.
Reuters reported that the
U.S. and Europe are looking
to develop H5N1 vaccines
that could be used to help
protect dairy and poultry
workers. The U.S.hashad two
human cases since April, one
involving a dairy worker in
Texas and another involving
a dairy worker in Michigan.

The Centers for Infec-
tious Disease Research
and Policy at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota as well
as the National Institutes
of Health also cited a New
England Journal of Medi-
cine report that mice fed
raw milk infected with
H5N1 “quickly becameill,
with high virus levels in
their respiratory tissues.”

Since the beginning of
the outbreak, officials from
federal agencies have
stressed the risks of drink-
ingraw milk. — Chris Clay-
ton, DTN ag policy editor
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Two-Steppin/ Across)Texas
May;19-25, 2024,

Tour attendees gathered outside of 44 Farms in Cameron, TX.

Day 1

HeartBrand Cattle
Blue Bell Creameries
Collier Farms

A mount of the first Akaushi born in the U.S. at HeartBrand Cattle
in Harwood, TX.
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——
A patriotic display at Blue Bell Creameries in Brenham, TX.
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First-time tour attendees Yolanda and Gregg Gibbons from
Tucson, AZ.

Day 2

Scarmardo Cattle Co.
44 Farms
Granada Farms

Tour attendees gather around for a presentation at Scarmardo
Cattle Co. in Caldwell, TX.

First-time tour attendees Rokelle Reeve, LaRene Layton and Steve
Layton from Utah and Arizona at 44 Farms in Cameron, TX.

Foals out on pasture at Granada Farms in Wheelock, TX.

Day 4: Texas A&M Beef Center, STgenetics

Attendees at the Texas A&M Beef Center in College Station, TX.

g

A cattle handling demonstration at A&M with Dr. Ron Gill.

A Brahman cow-calf-pair at V8 Ranch in Boling, TX.

Day 3

Integrated Breeders
Brewer Land & Cattle
Mound Creek Ranch

Californian siblings Sandy Williams, Terri Beam, Toni Renz and
Peter Caputo with Shelly Barrett at Mound Creek Ranch.

Ray Page from Orland, CA, and Norma Hapgood from Lake Ci
CA, with fellow attendees at STgenetics in Navasota, TX.
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Two-Steppiny A‘cr,oss;!I!exl,s
May;19:25), 2024,

Tours offer something for everyone

WLJ TOUR
(frompage1)
Day2

Tuesday’s highlights in-
cluded avisit to Scarmardo
Cattle Co., where Pete
Scarmardo and his son,
Craig, shared about their
cattle order-buying busi-
ness. The business began
in 1976 and has grown into
a full-time team attending
auctions six days a week in
the Southeast to obtain
cattle for buyers. The op-
eration will background
many cattle on coastal Ber-
muda grass before sending
them into a yard. As Pete
Scarmardo noted, “Every-
thing has a value,” and the
team will buy all kinds of
cattle to fit each buyer’s
operation.

The tour then visited 44
Farms, known for its Angus
genetics. The ranch pro-
duces around 2,000 bulls
annually, in addition to
procuring 240,000 head of
cattle a year for Walmart'’s
beef supply. 44 Farms’
Prime Pursuits buy-back
program under the Mc-
Claren Farms program
supplies a steady flow of
Angus beef to over 565
Walmart stores across the
southeastern U.S. The
ranch also emphasizes
performance tracking
through its Prime Intelli-
gence program, which
tracks metrics and pro-
vides reports back to pro-
ducers.

The day ended at Grana-
da Farms’ racehorse
breeding facility, where
tour attendees were able to
view horses in the stallion
barn and witness some of
the mare-foal pairs out on
pasture. The facility offers
a comprehensive service
for clients to bring their
mares to be bred, foaled
out and the foals sold as
yearlings. Prominent stal-
lions were out on display,
including One Famous
Eagle, which is the all-time
leading first-crop sire in
history.

Day 3

Wednesday’s morning
began with an unexpected
adventure for one of the
bus drivers, who found
himself stuck in the hotel
elevator, adding a bit of
humor to the day. The
day’s visits showcased the
innovation in cattle breed-
ing at both the ranch level
and the commercial level.

The morning’s first stop
atIntegrated Breeders Ser-
vice gave an insight into
the company’s range of re-
productive services, which
includes semen collection
and storage, Al and em-
bryo transfer. A tour of the
facilities gave attendees a
chance to view the semen
storage areas and learn
more about the collection
process. The company
isn’t limited to bull semen
collection—they also offer
services for horses, goats,

sheep, dogs and deer.

At Brewer Land and Cat-
tle, the ranch utilizes Brah-
man genetics with Angus
bulls. About 75% of the
ranch’s bulls come from 44
Farms, and most calves are
sold back to the Prime Pur-
suits program. Vulture pre-
dation is a problem on the
ranch and is mitigated by
retaining horns on Brah-
man cows. With storms
this year already delivering
40 of the expected 44 inch-
es of annual rainfall, at-
tendees witnessed the
green pastures of the
sprawling ranch.

Then itwas onto Mound
Creek Ranch, which gotits
startin the seedstock Bran-
gus businessin 1988. Own-
er Eddie Blazek and herd
manager Tracy Holbert
provided insights into the
breed and the ranch’s em-
phasis on the cow in the
herd. As Blazek noted,
“The strength of the Bran-
gus cow herd is the cow
that built it” Attendees
were treated to 16-o0z. rib-
eye steaks and cobbler for
dinner and received the
true East Texas experience
on the drive back to the
hotel, with a big storm
passing through.

Day 4

On Thursday, attendees
headed back to school and
spent the morning at the
Texas A&M Beef Center.
Drs. Ky Pohler and Jason
Cleere shared information
about Texas’ cattle indus-
try and some of the col-
lege’s work on reproduc-
tive efficiency. Dr. Davey
Griffin broke down data
from the latest National
Beef Quality Audit, and the
visit concluded with a cat-
tle handling demonstra-
tion by Dr. Ron Gill.

The day continued with
a visit to STgenetics, a re-
productive services com-
pany that most notably
sorts sexed semen, per-
forming custom work in
addition to owning donor
cows. The company has an
Angus herd and Brahman
herd with 350 females and
manages 30 Akaushi clone
females and a group of
Giorlando crosses. White-
tail deer are in high de-
mand in the area, and the
species takes priority over
all other animals for STge-
netics.

Day 5

Friday featured a visit to
V8 Ranch, renowned for
its Brahman cattle. Jim
Williams, 2024 Saddle and
Sirloin Portrait Gallery in-
ductee, shared the ranch’s
rich history and led tour
attendees on a tour of the
ranch. With 400 Brah-
mans and 2,000 commer-
cial Brahman cross cows,
V8 Ranch exports cattle to
46 different countries.
One of the ranch’s biggest
challengesisurban sprawl
from Houston, which
creeps closer every day.

The day concluded at
the Luling Foundation,
established in 1927 to
teach diversity in agricul-
ture and improve ranch-
ing families’ lives in near-
by counties. Bodey Lang-
ford, owner of Langford
Angus and an active lead-
er in the foundation, was
setto host attendees at his
ranch, but unfortunately
a tornado hit the ranch
shortly before the tour
came to Texas. Langford
and manager Mike Kuck
shared the foundation’s
role in supporting the
commercial cattleman
and promoting agricul-
tural literacy.

Day 6

The final day of the tour
concluded with a visit to
Weinhiemer Ranch, a fam-
ily operation dating back to
thelate 1800s. The ranch is
still family operated 146
years later and focuses on
raising Hereford cattle in
addition to Spanish goats.
The family also raises Ja-
cobs sheep, which have
four horns growing in dif-
ferent directions, for the
hunting market. The ranch
is a true testament to
adapting to a changing
market amid decreasing
cattle numbers in south
Texas.

Attendees then headed
to Luckenbach, TX, a place
that may sound familiar if
you are a Waylon Jennings
or Willie Nelson fan. At-
tendees enjoyed lunch in
the outdoor dancehall and
even had a chance to sing
in Luckenbach as it was
attendee Kit Simmie’s
birthday! The tour finished
up back in San Antonio,
where attendees braved
the 110-plus F tempera-
tures to tour the historic

Three generations of the Rose family from Washington. (L-R) Shaun,
Janie, Bob, Robyn, Jim, Brett and Drew Rose.

Day 5

V8 Ranch
Luling Foundation

Alamo and enjoy a stroll
along the San Antonio Riv-
er Walk.

Reflections

The Livestock Tour is a
great opportunity for sea-
soned attendees and new
travelers alike to explore
agriculture away from
home. This year, tour at-
tendees included the
third-generation Rose
family from Washington.
The matriarch and patri-
arch of the family, Janie
and Bob Rose, have been
loyal tour attendees for 22
tours. This year, son and
daughter-in-law, Jim and
Robyn, joined along with
grandsons Shaun, Brett
and Drew.

Drew is credited with
posing the idea to join the
grandparents on the tour
after hearing so many sto-
ries about their tour travels
over the years. This year’s
tour lived up to past sto-
ries, and the family en-
joyed experiencing the
Texas countryside and es-
pecially noted the connec-
tions and ideas they dis-
covered along the way.
Some of the tour stops lent

Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Gallery inductees Bob Hall of
Lexington, KY, and V8 Ranch owner Jim Williams.

A presentation given at the Luling Foundation in Luling, TX.

Day 6

Weinhiemer Ranch
Luckenbach
River Walk

inspiration to newideas for
the family ranch, including
implementing the use of
Brangus genetics and mak-
ing changes to cattle han-
dling facilities.

“You tend to put your
nose to the grindstone at
your own place,” Jim Rose
told WLJ. “It’s nice to get
around to other places and
see how they do things.
You have to commit your-
self to being a lifelong
learner. The six words that
will put you out of business
are: ‘We've always done it
that way.”

Brett Rose added that as
a cattle producer it’s easy
to getinto aroutine and get
complacent, and some-
times you don’t think
about new ways of doing
things until you see what
someone else is doing.

From state-of-the-artre-
productive technologies to
time-honored breeding
practices, the tour high-
lighted the diverse ap-
proaches that allow beef
and cattle industry to
thrive in Texas. Stay tuned
for more details about next
year’s tour! — Anna Miller,
WLJ managing editor

The old post office in Luckenbach, TX.

Robert and Kathleen Buchanan from Klamath Falls, OR, in
Luckenbach, TX.
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Tuesday’s highlights in-
cluded avisit to Scarmardo
Cattle Co., where Pete
Scarmardo and his son,
Craig, shared about their
cattle order-buying busi-
ness. The business began
in 1976 and has grown into
a full-time team attending
auctions six days a week in
the Southeast to obtain
cattle for buyers. The op-
eration will background
many cattle on coastal Ber-
muda grass before sending
them into a yard. As Pete
Scarmardo noted, “Every-
thing has a value,” and the
team will buy all kinds of
cattle to fit each buyer’s
operation.

The tour then visited 44
Farms, known for its Angus
genetics. The ranch pro-
duces around 2,000 bulls
annually, in addition to
procuring 240,000 head of
cattle a year for Walmart'’s
beef supply. 44 Farms’
Prime Pursuits buy-back
program under the Mc-
Claren Farms program
supplies a steady flow of
Angus beef to over 565
Walmart stores across the
southeastern U.S. The
ranch also emphasizes
performance tracking
through its Prime Intelli-
gence program, which
tracks metrics and pro-
vides reports back to pro-
ducers.

The day ended at Grana-
da Farms’ racehorse
breeding facility, where
tour attendees were able to
view horses in the stallion
barn and witness some of
the mare-foal pairs out on
pasture. The facility offers
a comprehensive service
for clients to bring their
mares to be bred, foaled
out and the foals sold as
yearlings. Prominent stal-
lions were out on display,
including One Famous
Eagle, which is the all-time
leading first-crop sire in
history.

Day 3

Wednesday’s morning
began with an unexpected
adventure for one of the
bus drivers, who found
himself stuck in the hotel
elevator, adding a bit of
humor to the day. The
day’s visits showcased the
innovation in cattle breed-
ing at both the ranch level
and the commercial level.

The morning’s first stop
atIntegrated Breeders Ser-
vice gave an insight into
the company’s range of re-
productive services, which
includes semen collection
and storage, Al and em-
bryo transfer. A tour of the
facilities gave attendees a
chance to view the semen
storage areas and learn
more about the collection
process. The company
isn’t limited to bull semen
collection—they also offer
services for horses, goats,

sheep, dogs and deer.

At Brewer Land and Cat-
tle, the ranch utilizes Brah-
man genetics with Angus
bulls. About 75% of the
ranch’s bulls come from 44
Farms, and most calves are
sold back to the Prime Pur-
suits program. Vulture pre-
dation is a problem on the
ranch and is mitigated by
retaining horns on Brah-
man cows. With storms
this year already delivering
40 of the expected 44 inch-
es of annual rainfall, at-
tendees witnessed the
green pastures of the
sprawling ranch.

Then itwas onto Mound
Creek Ranch, which gotits
startin the seedstock Bran-
gus businessin 1988. Own-
er Eddie Blazek and herd
manager Tracy Holbert
provided insights into the
breed and the ranch’s em-
phasis on the cow in the
herd. As Blazek noted,
“The strength of the Bran-
gus cow herd is the cow
that built it” Attendees
were treated to 16-o0z. rib-
eye steaks and cobbler for
dinner and received the
true East Texas experience
on the drive back to the
hotel, with a big storm
passing through.

Day 4

On Thursday, attendees
headed back to school and
spent the morning at the
Texas A&M Beef Center.
Drs. Ky Pohler and Jason
Cleere shared information
about Texas’ cattle indus-
try and some of the col-
lege’s work on reproduc-
tive efficiency. Dr. Davey
Griffin broke down data
from the latest National
Beef Quality Audit, and the
visit concluded with a cat-
tle handling demonstra-
tion by Dr. Ron Gill.

The day continued with
a visit to STgenetics, a re-
productive services com-
pany that most notably
sorts sexed semen, per-
forming custom work in
addition to owning donor
cows. The company has an
Angus herd and Brahman
herd with 350 females and
manages 30 Akaushi clone
females and a group of
Giorlando crosses. White-
tail deer are in high de-
mand in the area, and the
species takes priority over
all other animals for STge-
netics.

Day 5

Friday featured a visit to
V8 Ranch, renowned for
its Brahman cattle. Jim
Williams, 2024 Saddle and
Sirloin Portrait Gallery in-
ductee, shared the ranch’s
rich history and led tour
attendees on a tour of the
ranch. With 400 Brah-
mans and 2,000 commer-
cial Brahman cross cows,
V8 Ranch exports cattle to
46 different countries.
One of the ranch’s biggest
challengesisurban sprawl
from Houston, which
creeps closer every day.

The day concluded at
the Luling Foundation,
established in 1927 to
teach diversity in agricul-
ture and improve ranch-
ing families’ lives in near-
by counties. Bodey Lang-
ford, owner of Langford
Angus and an active lead-
er in the foundation, was
setto host attendees at his
ranch, but unfortunately
a tornado hit the ranch
shortly before the tour
came to Texas. Langford
and manager Mike Kuck
shared the foundation’s
role in supporting the
commercial cattleman
and promoting agricul-
tural literacy.

Day 6

The final day of the tour
concluded with a visit to
Weinhiemer Ranch, a fam-
ily operation dating back to
thelate 1800s. The ranch is
still family operated 146
years later and focuses on
raising Hereford cattle in
addition to Spanish goats.
The family also raises Ja-
cobs sheep, which have
four horns growing in dif-
ferent directions, for the
hunting market. The ranch
is a true testament to
adapting to a changing
market amid decreasing
cattle numbers in south
Texas.

Attendees then headed
to Luckenbach, TX, a place
that may sound familiar if
you are a Waylon Jennings
or Willie Nelson fan. At-
tendees enjoyed lunch in
the outdoor dancehall and
even had a chance to sing
in Luckenbach as it was
attendee Kit Simmie’s
birthday! The tour finished
up back in San Antonio,
where attendees braved
the 110-plus F tempera-
tures to tour the historic

Three generations of the Rose family from Washington. (L-R) Shaun,
Janie, Bob, Robyn, Jim, Brett and Drew Rose.

Day 5

V8 Ranch
Luling Foundation

Alamo and enjoy a stroll
along the San Antonio Riv-
er Walk.

Reflections

The Livestock Tour is a
great opportunity for sea-
soned attendees and new
travelers alike to explore
agriculture away from
home. This year, tour at-
tendees included the
third-generation Rose
family from Washington.
The matriarch and patri-
arch of the family, Janie
and Bob Rose, have been
loyal tour attendees for 22
tours. This year, son and
daughter-in-law, Jim and
Robyn, joined along with
grandsons Shaun, Brett
and Drew.

Drew is credited with
posing the idea to join the
grandparents on the tour
after hearing so many sto-
ries about their tour travels
over the years. This year’s
tour lived up to past sto-
ries, and the family en-
joyed experiencing the
Texas countryside and es-
pecially noted the connec-
tions and ideas they dis-
covered along the way.
Some of the tour stops lent

Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Gallery inductees Bob Hall of
Lexington, KY, and V8 Ranch owner Jim Williams.

A presentation given at the Luling Foundation in Luling, TX.

Day 6

Weinhiemer Ranch
Luckenbach
River Walk

inspiration to newideas for
the family ranch, including
implementing the use of
Brangus genetics and mak-
ing changes to cattle han-
dling facilities.

“You tend to put your
nose to the grindstone at
your own place,” Jim Rose
told WLJ. “It’s nice to get
around to other places and
see how they do things.
You have to commit your-
self to being a lifelong
learner. The six words that
will put you out of business
are: ‘We've always done it
that way.”

Brett Rose added that as
a cattle producer it’s easy
to getinto aroutine and get
complacent, and some-
times you don’t think
about new ways of doing
things until you see what
someone else is doing.

From state-of-the-artre-
productive technologies to
time-honored breeding
practices, the tour high-
lighted the diverse ap-
proaches that allow beef
and cattle industry to
thrive in Texas. Stay tuned
for more details about next
year’s tour! — Anna Miller,
WLJ managing editor

The old post office in Luckenbach, TX.

Robert and Kathleen Buchanan from Klamath Falls, OR, in
Luckenbach, TX.
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By Zeke Frost, tour attendee from Happy, TX

£4 'I'he pioneers gathered in San Antonio :
It was really HOT, wouldn't you know.

The men sat dewn to watch the horse race
Some women went to the Plaza, the shoppin’
‘ place.’

~ Rebecca took her wagon and didn't hit a rut

" And that is when she got her Indian name,
“Buzzer Butt"

Day 2, we loaded the wagons and headed to

HeartBrand Cattle

Where the Beeman family put the Akaushi
breedinthesaddle. - - ;

The breed they picked was not a flop

The Akaushi cattle put the family on top.

Aftera g‘reat.lunch, wagons headed south
Tothe Blue Bell Creameries tofill up our mouth.

Onward now to Collier Farms we ventured
Where the Beefmaster cattle were not
censored.

The animals we saw in the pen

Would give any ranch a win, win.

Back on the wagons and off we went

Tofind a bed, but not in a tent.

Some of the settlers went to chow down

And 21/2 hours later they left with a big frown.

Scarmardo Cattle was first stop of the day
Their lives are spent buying animals in a big
way.

80 auctions they travel each and every week
It is a family endeavor and is mighty sweet.

Back on the wagons we headed down the road
To 44 Farms, where genetics and God helped
them grow.

The lunch they served was mighty neat

And the cake was oh so sweet.

Granada Farms was just down the trail

Livestock
Tours

PRESENTED BY
Western Livestock Journal.

The ponies'we saw were really swell.

The hig bosses are Pete Scarmardo and Johnny
Trotter

But you could see real quick the horses were
not trotters.

Jerry said there was on that stood out

[t was One Famous Eagle he would bet on, no -

doubt. :
The day was over and we headed backto town
Atthe Dixie Chicken, there were very few Aggies
tobefound. -

Everybody enjoyed a bite for the morning meal
There Mike stood in the elevators, as they stood
still. “

Integrated Breeders was first stop of the day
Lots of bulls and their straws were on display.

Brewer Land and Cattle, with Angus genetics
their forte
Spanned many acres of Texas along the way.

Mound Creek Ranch was up on the hill
Brangus cattle is what gives them a big thrill.
Their sale facility was really something to see
The steaks we ate were big, and tasty to me.

With strong storms headed in, we were-in a
hurry to leave

The margaritas we had lifted our spirits, and
we left with glee.

Back at the hotel to get some shut-eye
Agood night's sleep should make us feel spry.

Day 5, we went back to school

Texas A & M University was mighty cool.

The instructors did what they said

They put lots of science-based knowledge in
our head.

ST Genetics was next on the trail
Livestock genetics they taught us and did not

“Onthe way backto camp, we went by Kyle Field

fail.

But they've got to do it right to the letter.

Then we did find out a pickup they really did
steal. 5 z

The sixth day started off with not a lot of charm

The people on floors1,2:and 3 woke up to the

fire alarm.

* V8 Ranch with Brahmans, what a site

All except that one that wanted to fight. *
The Brahman cattle brought lots of wows
The magic they will tell you, is in the cows.

The Langford Cattle Co. was the next stop for
the day

Butit did not happen due toatornado that blew
them away. \

The Luling Foundation filled their spot

As we ate BBQ, we endured a temperature that
was very, very hot.

Day 7 the wagons headed north for such a
blessing

The Weinheimer Ranch history was so
refreshing.

Herefords were the main stay through the years
Then came the Spanish goats, that's where they
broke out the beers.

0ff to Luckenbach to eat and have a brew
Willie was not there, so we had a few.

Back to the home base in San Antonio
To walk about the river and to see the Alamo.

Now we are finished Two-Steppin’ Across Texas
Thank you, Sam, Devin & WLJ, y'all sure did
impress us!

THANKYOU TO OUR
TOURHOSTS AND
ATTENDEES!

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL
MEDIA AND CHECK OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE 2025 TOUR DETAILS!

WWW.WLJTOURS.COM

The tools they use make ranchers'lives better
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BLM seeks input on AZ grazing plan

The Bureau of Land Management is seeking public
comment on a proposal regarding livestock grazing
within Arizona’s Sonoran Desert National Monu-
ment. The proposal would make six allotments in the
monument available for grazing based on forage
availability. In 2020, BLM issued a resource manage-
ment plan amendment specific to livestock grazing,
which waslegally challenged and resulted in this new
planning effort. Comments are being accepted
through June 10 and may be submitted at tinyurl.
com/2v28x787, BLM_AZ_PDO_SDNMGrazing@blm.
gov or by mail to Lower Sonoran Field Office, Attn:
SDNM Grazing, 2020 E. Bell Road, Phoenix, AZ 85022.

Polis signs bill to allow wolverines in CO

Gov. Jared Polis (D) signed Senate Bill 24-171 into
law on May 20, which gives Colorado Parks and Wild-
life (CPW) the authority to reintroduce the wolverine
to Colorado. “Today, we begin to add wolverines to
thelist of animals reintroduced to Colorado, ensuring
Colorado remains the best state in the nation for
ecodiversity and outdoor enthusiasts,” Polis said at
the bill’s signing. As long as wolverines remain listed
as threatened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act, the species will not be reintroduced
until a final rule designates the species as a nones-
sential experimental population. The bill also in-
cludes a provision to adopt rules for fair compensa-
tion to livestock owners affected by losses. CPW will
also prepare a report on the status of the species in
the state prior to their reintroduction.

Proposal to designate NV toad habitat

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed to
designate 930 acres in Churchill County, NV, as
critical habitat for the endangered Dixie Valley toad.
The toad was originally emergency listed as endan-
gered in 2022 during a geothermal construction
project, and the listing was made permanent later
thatyear after environmental groups intervened. The
proposed rule would designate critical habitat be-
cause of the geothermal project being a “primary
threat to the Dixie Valley toad.” The Center for Bio-
logical Diversity said it was “pleased that the Fish and
Wildlife Service is proposing concrete action to
protect the Dixie Valley toad.”

Judge drops producers from antitrust suit

A federal judge in Minnesota has dropped a group
of beef producers from a price-fixing case against
packers. U.S. District Judge John Tunheim ruled that
producers from Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Ten-
nessee don’t have standing to sue the Big Four over
claims of conspiracyin 2015. The judge’s ruling is his
second dismissal in less than a year. Producers in the
case argued the packers conspired to bring down fed
cattle prices and limit live trade in the fed cattle mar-
kets, which caused a collapse in fed cattle prices in
2015. Tunheim ruled that the producers “have still
not clearly alleged that they were the target of an al-
leged conspiracy.” The case also includes retailers,
fast food restaurants and wholesale beef buyers as
plaintiffs.

China bans JBS beef from US plant

China has banned beef imports from JBS’s Swift
Beef Company in Greeley, CO, after U.S. officials
found traces of ractopamine in meat products des-
tined to China. JBS said in a statement it is working
with authorities in both countries to resolve the issue
and that no other JBS beef facilities in the U.S. have
beenimpacted. China also blocked meat and poultry
imports from the Cool Port Oakland in Oakland, CA,
which is used as a cold storage facility.

Relief for CO rancher killed by lightning

In late May, a Colorado rancher was struck and
killed by lightning while feeding cattle. Mike Morgan,
51, was feeding cattle in Jackson County when he was
struck by a lightning bolt that killed him and more
than 30 head of cattle. Morgan leaves behind a wife
and 17-year-old daughter. The community has rallied
behind the family in support and launched several
fundraising efforts. The Centennial Livestock Auction
held a rollover auction on May 29, selling 25 of the
orphaned cattle whose mothers were killed by the
storm. All proceeds and donations benefited the
Morgan family. In addition to the auction, a benevo-
lent bank account was established at the Mountain
Valley Bank in Walden, CO, which is accepting dona-
tions. A Meal Train account was also set up for com-
munity members to donate meals or make donations,
which can be accessed at tinyurl.com/2byj363n.
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£4 'I'he pioneers gathered in San Antonio :
It was really HOT, wouldn't you know.

The men sat dewn to watch the horse race
Some women went to the Plaza, the shoppin’
‘ place.’

~ Rebecca took her wagon and didn't hit a rut

" And that is when she got her Indian name,
“Buzzer Butt"

Day 2, we loaded the wagons and headed to

HeartBrand Cattle

Where the Beeman family put the Akaushi
breedinthesaddle. - - ;

The breed they picked was not a flop

The Akaushi cattle put the family on top.

Aftera g‘reat.lunch, wagons headed south
Tothe Blue Bell Creameries tofill up our mouth.

Onward now to Collier Farms we ventured
Where the Beefmaster cattle were not
censored.

The animals we saw in the pen

Would give any ranch a win, win.

Back on the wagons and off we went

Tofind a bed, but not in a tent.

Some of the settlers went to chow down

And 21/2 hours later they left with a big frown.

Scarmardo Cattle was first stop of the day
Their lives are spent buying animals in a big
way.

80 auctions they travel each and every week
It is a family endeavor and is mighty sweet.

Back on the wagons we headed down the road
To 44 Farms, where genetics and God helped
them grow.

The lunch they served was mighty neat

And the cake was oh so sweet.

Granada Farms was just down the trail

Livestock
Tours

PRESENTED BY
Western Livestock Journal.

The ponies'we saw were really swell.

The hig bosses are Pete Scarmardo and Johnny
Trotter

But you could see real quick the horses were
not trotters.

Jerry said there was on that stood out

[t was One Famous Eagle he would bet on, no -

doubt. :
The day was over and we headed backto town
Atthe Dixie Chicken, there were very few Aggies
tobefound. -

Everybody enjoyed a bite for the morning meal
There Mike stood in the elevators, as they stood
still. “

Integrated Breeders was first stop of the day
Lots of bulls and their straws were on display.

Brewer Land and Cattle, with Angus genetics
their forte
Spanned many acres of Texas along the way.

Mound Creek Ranch was up on the hill
Brangus cattle is what gives them a big thrill.
Their sale facility was really something to see
The steaks we ate were big, and tasty to me.

With strong storms headed in, we were-in a
hurry to leave

The margaritas we had lifted our spirits, and
we left with glee.

Back at the hotel to get some shut-eye
Agood night's sleep should make us feel spry.

Day 5, we went back to school

Texas A & M University was mighty cool.

The instructors did what they said

They put lots of science-based knowledge in
our head.

ST Genetics was next on the trail
Livestock genetics they taught us and did not

“Onthe way backto camp, we went by Kyle Field

fail.

But they've got to do it right to the letter.

Then we did find out a pickup they really did
steal. 5 z

The sixth day started off with not a lot of charm

The people on floors1,2:and 3 woke up to the

fire alarm.

* V8 Ranch with Brahmans, what a site

All except that one that wanted to fight. *
The Brahman cattle brought lots of wows
The magic they will tell you, is in the cows.

The Langford Cattle Co. was the next stop for
the day

Butit did not happen due toatornado that blew
them away. \

The Luling Foundation filled their spot

As we ate BBQ, we endured a temperature that
was very, very hot.

Day 7 the wagons headed north for such a
blessing

The Weinheimer Ranch history was so
refreshing.

Herefords were the main stay through the years
Then came the Spanish goats, that's where they
broke out the beers.

0ff to Luckenbach to eat and have a brew
Willie was not there, so we had a few.

Back to the home base in San Antonio
To walk about the river and to see the Alamo.

Now we are finished Two-Steppin’ Across Texas
Thank you, Sam, Devin & WLJ, y'all sure did
impress us!
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BLM seeks input on AZ grazing plan

The Bureau of Land Management is seeking public
comment on a proposal regarding livestock grazing
within Arizona’s Sonoran Desert National Monu-
ment. The proposal would make six allotments in the
monument available for grazing based on forage
availability. In 2020, BLM issued a resource manage-
ment plan amendment specific to livestock grazing,
which waslegally challenged and resulted in this new
planning effort. Comments are being accepted
through June 10 and may be submitted at tinyurl.
com/2v28x787, BLM_AZ_PDO_SDNMGrazing@blm.
gov or by mail to Lower Sonoran Field Office, Attn:
SDNM Grazing, 2020 E. Bell Road, Phoenix, AZ 85022.

Polis signs bill to allow wolverines in CO

Gov. Jared Polis (D) signed Senate Bill 24-171 into
law on May 20, which gives Colorado Parks and Wild-
life (CPW) the authority to reintroduce the wolverine
to Colorado. “Today, we begin to add wolverines to
thelist of animals reintroduced to Colorado, ensuring
Colorado remains the best state in the nation for
ecodiversity and outdoor enthusiasts,” Polis said at
the bill’s signing. As long as wolverines remain listed
as threatened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act, the species will not be reintroduced
until a final rule designates the species as a nones-
sential experimental population. The bill also in-
cludes a provision to adopt rules for fair compensa-
tion to livestock owners affected by losses. CPW will
also prepare a report on the status of the species in
the state prior to their reintroduction.

Proposal to designate NV toad habitat

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed to
designate 930 acres in Churchill County, NV, as
critical habitat for the endangered Dixie Valley toad.
The toad was originally emergency listed as endan-
gered in 2022 during a geothermal construction
project, and the listing was made permanent later
thatyear after environmental groups intervened. The
proposed rule would designate critical habitat be-
cause of the geothermal project being a “primary
threat to the Dixie Valley toad.” The Center for Bio-
logical Diversity said it was “pleased that the Fish and
Wildlife Service is proposing concrete action to
protect the Dixie Valley toad.”

Judge drops producers from antitrust suit

A federal judge in Minnesota has dropped a group
of beef producers from a price-fixing case against
packers. U.S. District Judge John Tunheim ruled that
producers from Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska and Ten-
nessee don’t have standing to sue the Big Four over
claims of conspiracyin 2015. The judge’s ruling is his
second dismissal in less than a year. Producers in the
case argued the packers conspired to bring down fed
cattle prices and limit live trade in the fed cattle mar-
kets, which caused a collapse in fed cattle prices in
2015. Tunheim ruled that the producers “have still
not clearly alleged that they were the target of an al-
leged conspiracy.” The case also includes retailers,
fast food restaurants and wholesale beef buyers as
plaintiffs.

China bans JBS beef from US plant

China has banned beef imports from JBS’s Swift
Beef Company in Greeley, CO, after U.S. officials
found traces of ractopamine in meat products des-
tined to China. JBS said in a statement it is working
with authorities in both countries to resolve the issue
and that no other JBS beef facilities in the U.S. have
beenimpacted. China also blocked meat and poultry
imports from the Cool Port Oakland in Oakland, CA,
which is used as a cold storage facility.

Relief for CO rancher killed by lightning

In late May, a Colorado rancher was struck and
killed by lightning while feeding cattle. Mike Morgan,
51, was feeding cattle in Jackson County when he was
struck by a lightning bolt that killed him and more
than 30 head of cattle. Morgan leaves behind a wife
and 17-year-old daughter. The community has rallied
behind the family in support and launched several
fundraising efforts. The Centennial Livestock Auction
held a rollover auction on May 29, selling 25 of the
orphaned cattle whose mothers were killed by the
storm. All proceeds and donations benefited the
Morgan family. In addition to the auction, a benevo-
lent bank account was established at the Mountain
Valley Bank in Walden, CO, which is accepting dona-
tions. A Meal Train account was also set up for com-
munity members to donate meals or make donations,
which can be accessed at tinyurl.com/2byj363n.




Trace minerals play an im-
portant role in livestock
health. They aid in bodily
functions, production of off-

springand an animal’s overall
wellbeing. A Texas A&M Vet-
erinary Medical Diagnostic
Laboratory (TVMDL) expert
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Time to check livestock’s trace mineral levels

said despite theirimportance,
trace mineralimbalances are
easyto overlook—atleastun-
til a health issue occurs.

NAVAJO WATER
(frompage 1)

helped negotiate the settle-
ment.

“This is a great day for the
Navajo people!” Curley said.
“This settlement prioritizes
the need to provide essential
waterinfrastructure to Navajo
families and communities
and provides the Nation an
opportunity for growth and
economic prosperity.”’

The settlement involves 17
parties, including the U.S,, the
state of Arizona, and the Hopi
and SanJuan Southern Paiute
tribes. Under the agreement,
the Navajo Nation will receive
a significant portion of Arizo-
na’s allocation of Colorado
River Upper Basin water, some
Lower Basin water, all ground-
water beneath the Navajo Na-
tion, and all surface water
from the Little Colorado River
thatreaches the Navajo reser-
vation.

Navajo Nation Attorney
General Ethel Branch high-
lighted the settlement’s im-
portance for the long-term
sustainability of the Navajo
people. She noted that the
agreement ensures water
availability to support life on
Navajo lands for the next cen-

tury.

“If authorized and funded
by Congress, this settlement
will provide billions of dollars’

Tribe water settlement
expected to cost $243M

worth of water infrastructure
and development for Navajo
communities in Arizona,”
Branch said in a statement.
“Thesettlement offers the Na-
vajo Nation an opportunity for
growth and economic pros-
perity, and a pathway home
for our children, our grand-
children and generations yet
to come”’

Accordingtothe Associated
Press, the Navajo, Hopi and
San Juan Southern Paiute
Tribes are seeking over $5 bil-
lion as partoftheir settlement.
Approximately $1.75 billion
would fund a pipeline from
Lake Powell.

Separately, the Navajo Na-
tion signed an agreement re-
garding water rights claims in
theRio San]José stream system
and the Rio Puerco Basin in
New Mexico. The settlement
agreement serves as an ad-
dendumto alarger agreement
involving the Pueblo of Acoma
and the Pueblo of Laguna.

According to the press re-
lease, the settlementis expect-
edto cost$243million and will
fund essential infrastructure
for water delivery to several
rural Navajo communities in
New Mexico. The funding will
be allocated for wastewater
development, chlorination
stations, water hauling sta-
tions, an operation and main-
tenance trust fund, a regional

water system for importing
water, and awater acquisition
fund.

The settlement will directly
impact nine Navajo commu-
nities within the Rio San José
Basin, many ofwhomhaveno
runningwater and have relied
on water deliveries.

“This Rio San José Water
Rights Settlement legislation
represents hope and vital re-
sources for the Navajo com-
munities in New Mexico,”
Nygren said. “I'urge Congress
toactswiftlyon the settlement.
It's more than just water. It’s
about health, sustainability
and the future of our people.
We look to our allies in Con-
gress to help make this a real-
ity”

Thereisawaterrights settle-
ment hearing in June for the
House Natural Resources
Committee before Congress
adjourns, and it is imperative
that the agreements be ap-
proved, Branch said.

At the water rights signing
ceremony, Curleysaid the Na-
tionwill take their fightto Con-
gress for their waterrights “not
only for our ancestors, but for
future generations.” Curley
urged federal and stateleaders
to support their voices and
move the agreements for the
president’s signature. —
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor
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grazing summer grasses

Pastures can be thought of
in the same light as bank ac-
counts. If an account holder
withdraws a lot of money
earlyin the year, then they're
left with nothing to spend on
essential things down the
line.

Beef producers who man-
age their pastureland in the
same way can face similar
repercussions.

Kansas State (K-State) Uni-
versity veterinarians spoke
aboutsummer grazing man-
agementtechniquesthatcan
keep pastures “in the black”
on a recent episode of the
“Cattle Chat” podcast.

“When we have cool-sea-
son grasses right now, they
should be doing pretty well
in most parts of the country
and are very productive. Our
warm-season grasses, de-
pending on where you are,
maybe haven'’t quite come
on yet,” K-State veterinarian
Brad White said. “Weneed to
thinkabout our plan because
both ofthose types of grasses
have what are called dry
spellswhere they're less pro-
ductive”

K-State nutritionist Phillip
Lancaster suggests introduc-
ing annual warm-season

grasses to help balance out a
pasture’s nutritional value
when cool-season plants
start to decline.

“Adding some annual
warm-season forages to your
grazing land rotation can be
verybeneficial so thatyou get
something that is peaking in
production when cool-sea-
son grasses are slowing down
because of the heat,” he said.

Lancaster added: “When
we get into the July and Au-
gust timeframe, the cool-
season grasses are notable to
tolerate the heat, so their pro-
ductivity slows way down.”

After cattle have grazed
down cool-season plants,
plantingwarm-season grass-
es like sorghum-sudangrass,
pearl millet or crabgrass
straight into those pastures,
or overseeding, serves as a
great option for grazing cat-
tle, according to Lancaster.

“Crabgrass is actually a
very good (plant) that doesn’t
have the potential to intro-
duce some of the animal
health problems that sor-
ghum-sudangrass can with
nitrate toxicity, but those are
still some good options as
we're thinking about plant-
ing”

For producerswho employ
arotational grazing plan, fre-
quently monitoring the
growth of the plants within a
pasture plays a key part in
keeping grass in good condi-
tion.

“As you're rotating to new
pastures, paying attention to
previously grazed pastures
and how they are recovering
andregrowing can kind oftell
you how fast you need to ro-
tate animals to maintain that
plant in kind of a vegetative
state,” Lancaster said.

White agreed and added:
“In terms of your pasture
movement, some of those
things need to be sped up or
slowed down based on con-
ditions. There’s no static.”

To capture the full benefits
of grazing the cool-season
plants within a pasture, it's
important they stay imma-
ture for as long as possible.

“One of our goals in some
of these cool-season forage
systems is to try to minimize
that plant going into a repro-
ductive stage,” Lancaster
said.

White added: “So, keep it
from going to seed and get-
ting ‘stemmy.” — K-State
Research and Extension

As Texas transitions into
the summer season, the
available nutrition and
supplementation that was
sufficient for livestock a few
months ago may now be
lacking. Brandon Dominguez,
DVM, veterinary services
section head at TVMDL,
shares the importance of
nutritional assessments and
how livestock producers can
mitigate futureissues through
diagnostic testing.

What are trace
minerals?

As the name suggests,
trace minerals are elements
the body needs in small
amounts. The trace minerals
most nutritionally essential
for livestock are copper, co-
balt, iron, manganese, mo-
lybdenum, selenium and
zinc.

Animals cannot naturally
synthesize trace minerals
and must receive them from
their diets. In the case oflive-
stock, nutrient quality and
availability may vary de-
pending on the season, envi-
ronment and access to sup-
plementation.

“Often, the diseases and
problems we see are related
to nutrition,” Dominguez
said. “Animals can look like
they are in good condition
and growing well, but they
may actually have an imbal-
ance ofimportant trace min-
erals affecting their health
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and production.”

Signs of a mineral
imbalance

Producers should consider
testing animals for trace min-
eral imbalances if they begin
to experience production
problems, such as poor repro-
ductive performance. Testing
may also be considered when
animals display clinical signs
with no obvious infectious
cause or if signs start after a
change in feed.

“These minerals are parts of
enzymes and molecules that
the body needs. They help
with oxygen transport and
activate various metabolic
pathways,” Dominguez said.

“When there is an imbal-
ance, you can see a variety of
symptoms. With a copper de-
ficiency, for example, we may
see a lightening or graying of
the hair coat in cattle. Low
copper levels can affect im-
munityand cause poor growth
and reproductive perfor-
mance. In sheep, low copper
levels can cause lambs to ex-
perience spinal development
issues and ultimately sway-
back, where the hind legs are
paralyzed or limited in mo-
tion”

Thoughmanyhealth condi-
tions are associated with a
deficiency in trace minerals,
he said some can also be
caused by an excess.

“Molybdenumdoesn’thave
any known effects when it's

deficient. However, in excess,
it can cause diarrhea, de-
creased growth, anemia and
stiff-gaited lameness,” Domin-
guez said. “It also affects the
hair, causing aloss of pigmen-
tation; in wool sheep, it may
cause a steely feeling wool”

TVMDL can perform a
panel test for all seven miner-
alsatonceortestfor eachmin-
eral individually.

“The benefit of testing
through the panel is that the
minerals interact with each
other,” Dominguez said. “If
oneisoutofthenormalrange,
it could be causing signs as if
another mineral is out of
range”

TVMDL accepts various
sample types, such as blood
and serum, liver biopsies and
feed. Testing can also be per-
formed for a herd or an indi-
vidual animal. For herd test-
ing, Dominguezrecommends
sampling at least 10-15 ani-
mals to represent the herd’s
overall status.

Livestock producers inter-
ested in testing for mineral
imbalances should consult
their local vet first. Veterinari-
ans can provide additional
insightand provide treatment
optionsifamineralimbalance
isn’tthe cause of clinical signs.

For more information on
livestock test offerings, visit
tvmdl.tamu.edu or call the
diagnosticlabs in College Sta-
tion at 979-845-3414 or Can-
yonat806-651-7478. — Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension
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Trace minerals play an im-
portant role in livestock
health. They aid in bodily
functions, production of off-

springand an animal’s overall
wellbeing. A Texas A&M Vet-
erinary Medical Diagnostic
Laboratory (TVMDL) expert
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Time to check livestock’s trace mineral levels

said despite theirimportance,
trace mineralimbalances are
easyto overlook—atleastun-
til a health issue occurs.

NAVAJO WATER
(frompage 1)

helped negotiate the settle-
ment.

“This is a great day for the
Navajo people!” Curley said.
“This settlement prioritizes
the need to provide essential
waterinfrastructure to Navajo
families and communities
and provides the Nation an
opportunity for growth and
economic prosperity.”’

The settlement involves 17
parties, including the U.S,, the
state of Arizona, and the Hopi
and SanJuan Southern Paiute
tribes. Under the agreement,
the Navajo Nation will receive
a significant portion of Arizo-
na’s allocation of Colorado
River Upper Basin water, some
Lower Basin water, all ground-
water beneath the Navajo Na-
tion, and all surface water
from the Little Colorado River
thatreaches the Navajo reser-
vation.

Navajo Nation Attorney
General Ethel Branch high-
lighted the settlement’s im-
portance for the long-term
sustainability of the Navajo
people. She noted that the
agreement ensures water
availability to support life on
Navajo lands for the next cen-

tury.

“If authorized and funded
by Congress, this settlement
will provide billions of dollars’

Tribe water settlement
expected to cost $243M

worth of water infrastructure
and development for Navajo
communities in Arizona,”
Branch said in a statement.
“Thesettlement offers the Na-
vajo Nation an opportunity for
growth and economic pros-
perity, and a pathway home
for our children, our grand-
children and generations yet
to come”’

Accordingtothe Associated
Press, the Navajo, Hopi and
San Juan Southern Paiute
Tribes are seeking over $5 bil-
lion as partoftheir settlement.
Approximately $1.75 billion
would fund a pipeline from
Lake Powell.

Separately, the Navajo Na-
tion signed an agreement re-
garding water rights claims in
theRio San]José stream system
and the Rio Puerco Basin in
New Mexico. The settlement
agreement serves as an ad-
dendumto alarger agreement
involving the Pueblo of Acoma
and the Pueblo of Laguna.

According to the press re-
lease, the settlementis expect-
edto cost$243million and will
fund essential infrastructure
for water delivery to several
rural Navajo communities in
New Mexico. The funding will
be allocated for wastewater
development, chlorination
stations, water hauling sta-
tions, an operation and main-
tenance trust fund, a regional

water system for importing
water, and awater acquisition
fund.

The settlement will directly
impact nine Navajo commu-
nities within the Rio San José
Basin, many ofwhomhaveno
runningwater and have relied
on water deliveries.

“This Rio San José Water
Rights Settlement legislation
represents hope and vital re-
sources for the Navajo com-
munities in New Mexico,”
Nygren said. “I'urge Congress
toactswiftlyon the settlement.
It's more than just water. It’s
about health, sustainability
and the future of our people.
We look to our allies in Con-
gress to help make this a real-
ity”

Thereisawaterrights settle-
ment hearing in June for the
House Natural Resources
Committee before Congress
adjourns, and it is imperative
that the agreements be ap-
proved, Branch said.

At the water rights signing
ceremony, Curleysaid the Na-
tionwill take their fightto Con-
gress for their waterrights “not
only for our ancestors, but for
future generations.” Curley
urged federal and stateleaders
to support their voices and
move the agreements for the
president’s signature. —
Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor

How lo make the most of |

grazing summer grasses

Pastures can be thought of
in the same light as bank ac-
counts. If an account holder
withdraws a lot of money
earlyin the year, then they're
left with nothing to spend on
essential things down the
line.

Beef producers who man-
age their pastureland in the
same way can face similar
repercussions.

Kansas State (K-State) Uni-
versity veterinarians spoke
aboutsummer grazing man-
agementtechniquesthatcan
keep pastures “in the black”
on a recent episode of the
“Cattle Chat” podcast.

“When we have cool-sea-
son grasses right now, they
should be doing pretty well
in most parts of the country
and are very productive. Our
warm-season grasses, de-
pending on where you are,
maybe haven'’t quite come
on yet,” K-State veterinarian
Brad White said. “Weneed to
thinkabout our plan because
both ofthose types of grasses
have what are called dry
spellswhere they're less pro-
ductive”

K-State nutritionist Phillip
Lancaster suggests introduc-
ing annual warm-season

grasses to help balance out a
pasture’s nutritional value
when cool-season plants
start to decline.

“Adding some annual
warm-season forages to your
grazing land rotation can be
verybeneficial so thatyou get
something that is peaking in
production when cool-sea-
son grasses are slowing down
because of the heat,” he said.

Lancaster added: “When
we get into the July and Au-
gust timeframe, the cool-
season grasses are notable to
tolerate the heat, so their pro-
ductivity slows way down.”

After cattle have grazed
down cool-season plants,
plantingwarm-season grass-
es like sorghum-sudangrass,
pearl millet or crabgrass
straight into those pastures,
or overseeding, serves as a
great option for grazing cat-
tle, according to Lancaster.

“Crabgrass is actually a
very good (plant) that doesn’t
have the potential to intro-
duce some of the animal
health problems that sor-
ghum-sudangrass can with
nitrate toxicity, but those are
still some good options as
we're thinking about plant-
ing”

For producerswho employ
arotational grazing plan, fre-
quently monitoring the
growth of the plants within a
pasture plays a key part in
keeping grass in good condi-
tion.

“As you're rotating to new
pastures, paying attention to
previously grazed pastures
and how they are recovering
andregrowing can kind oftell
you how fast you need to ro-
tate animals to maintain that
plant in kind of a vegetative
state,” Lancaster said.

White agreed and added:
“In terms of your pasture
movement, some of those
things need to be sped up or
slowed down based on con-
ditions. There’s no static.”

To capture the full benefits
of grazing the cool-season
plants within a pasture, it's
important they stay imma-
ture for as long as possible.

“One of our goals in some
of these cool-season forage
systems is to try to minimize
that plant going into a repro-
ductive stage,” Lancaster
said.

White added: “So, keep it
from going to seed and get-
ting ‘stemmy.” — K-State
Research and Extension

As Texas transitions into
the summer season, the
available nutrition and
supplementation that was
sufficient for livestock a few
months ago may now be
lacking. Brandon Dominguez,
DVM, veterinary services
section head at TVMDL,
shares the importance of
nutritional assessments and
how livestock producers can
mitigate futureissues through
diagnostic testing.

What are trace
minerals?

As the name suggests,
trace minerals are elements
the body needs in small
amounts. The trace minerals
most nutritionally essential
for livestock are copper, co-
balt, iron, manganese, mo-
lybdenum, selenium and
zinc.

Animals cannot naturally
synthesize trace minerals
and must receive them from
their diets. In the case oflive-
stock, nutrient quality and
availability may vary de-
pending on the season, envi-
ronment and access to sup-
plementation.

“Often, the diseases and
problems we see are related
to nutrition,” Dominguez
said. “Animals can look like
they are in good condition
and growing well, but they
may actually have an imbal-
ance ofimportant trace min-
erals affecting their health
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and production.”

Signs of a mineral
imbalance

Producers should consider
testing animals for trace min-
eral imbalances if they begin
to experience production
problems, such as poor repro-
ductive performance. Testing
may also be considered when
animals display clinical signs
with no obvious infectious
cause or if signs start after a
change in feed.

“These minerals are parts of
enzymes and molecules that
the body needs. They help
with oxygen transport and
activate various metabolic
pathways,” Dominguez said.

“When there is an imbal-
ance, you can see a variety of
symptoms. With a copper de-
ficiency, for example, we may
see a lightening or graying of
the hair coat in cattle. Low
copper levels can affect im-
munityand cause poor growth
and reproductive perfor-
mance. In sheep, low copper
levels can cause lambs to ex-
perience spinal development
issues and ultimately sway-
back, where the hind legs are
paralyzed or limited in mo-
tion”

Thoughmanyhealth condi-
tions are associated with a
deficiency in trace minerals,
he said some can also be
caused by an excess.

“Molybdenumdoesn’thave
any known effects when it's

deficient. However, in excess,
it can cause diarrhea, de-
creased growth, anemia and
stiff-gaited lameness,” Domin-
guez said. “It also affects the
hair, causing aloss of pigmen-
tation; in wool sheep, it may
cause a steely feeling wool”

TVMDL can perform a
panel test for all seven miner-
alsatonceortestfor eachmin-
eral individually.

“The benefit of testing
through the panel is that the
minerals interact with each
other,” Dominguez said. “If
oneisoutofthenormalrange,
it could be causing signs as if
another mineral is out of
range”

TVMDL accepts various
sample types, such as blood
and serum, liver biopsies and
feed. Testing can also be per-
formed for a herd or an indi-
vidual animal. For herd test-
ing, Dominguezrecommends
sampling at least 10-15 ani-
mals to represent the herd’s
overall status.

Livestock producers inter-
ested in testing for mineral
imbalances should consult
their local vet first. Veterinari-
ans can provide additional
insightand provide treatment
optionsifamineralimbalance
isn’tthe cause of clinical signs.

For more information on
livestock test offerings, visit
tvmdl.tamu.edu or call the
diagnosticlabs in College Sta-
tion at 979-845-3414 or Can-
yonat806-651-7478. — Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension
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MARI(ET NEWS WLJcompilesitsmarketreports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA andindependentimarketing organizations.
MARKET AT A GLANCE This Week:/5/30/2024  Week Ago Year Ago BEEFREPORT: Weekly/Composite/Boxed Beef
f WEEK COMPREHENSIVE PRIME BRANDED CHOICE SELECT UNGRADED

h F 190. 190. 175.62 N 3 N N N .
Choice Fed Steers 90.00 v 90.38 5.6 ENDING Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price Loads/Price
CME Feeder Index 249.28 A 248.81 208.07 May 24 7018 30812 303 32657 1356 31360 1941 30647 806 29614 2612 279.85
Boxed Beef Average 314.04 A 309.84 306.44 May 17 6,984 30213 296 32018 1,341 30455 2072 30172 661 29019 2614 27520
Average Dressed Steers 298.00 v 298.97 280.97 May 10 6944 29743 251 31800 1,256 30160 2,159 29557 818 28916 2460 27501
Live Slaughter Weiaht® 1399 A 1398 1341 May 3 6467 29871 236 32111 1229 30101 2063 29602 669 290.84 2,268 275.23
ive Slaughter Wei B s k
Weekl S h - 607,000 598,000 625,000 catouts D

eel aughter**

Wt _ : A : : DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Weekly Beef Production 515.6 A 5071 509.6 May 30 31404 30252 279,21 8706 35740
Hide/Offal Value 11.45 A 11.45 12.69 May 29 313.62 30248 27551 69.82 N/A

May 27 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
*Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week. May 24 31045 30172 27478 7 350.98
CATTLEFUTURES:/CME Live|Cattle Selected Auctions Feederprices forsteersi&heifers reflectmediumland large/l cattle,
5/24 5/27 5/28 5/29 5/30 High* Low* Week{Ending May 30,2024 unlessiotherwiseinoted; = Indicatesimediumiandllargei1-2
Jun. 18370  N/A 18455 18335 18370 19633 15310 -
Aug. 18113 N/A 18183 18020 18050 19975 16853 SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
200-3001b. | 300-4001b. | 400-500lb. | 500-600Ib. | 600-7001b. | 700-8001b. | 800Ib.-
Oct. 18395  N/A 18440 18245 18270 18510 16668 | [MARKET UP_|SLAUGHTERBULLS |REPLACEMENTS
Dec. 18770 N/A 18850 18650 18668 18870 17005 | |May24 N/A 270-310 260-318 245-300 225-260 205-251 118-141
Blackfoot, ID 250-326 240-300 230-276 215-255 128-159
CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder Cattle May23 " 3 353 328336 284 172:236 92.138.50
5/24 5/27 5/28 5/29 5/30 High* Low" | |Burley,ID 356 329 292-321 245 249-255 223-230 149.50-166
May 25014 N/A N/A N/A N/A 25723 21608 | |Noreportavailable
Aug. 26023  N/A 26460 26025 26098 26460 21920 | [Emmett,D =
Sep. 26775 N/A 26570 26180 26245 27095 22268 [‘°’ep°f37;’a"ab'° -
Oct. 26255  N/A 26625 26255 26313 26625 24910 | [Norenortavai
it . . loreportavailable
High and low figures are for the life of the contract. Madras, OR
Noreportavailable
FED CATTLE TRADE Head/Count | Avg:Weight' [ Avg:Price Vab,gR
Noreportavailabl
WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES Davoport WA
Live FOB Steer 701 1,388 190.00 May23 1290 375 315-340° 279-295" 128-144.50 2,450-2,650
Live FOB Heifer 200 1,274 190.00 Toppenish, WA ’ 287.50" 285" 269.50-285" 166-169.50
Dressed Del Steer 243 957 298.00 _
Dressed Del Heifer 235 813 298.00 golrezogt:vanlable
rland,
S.AME PERIOD LAST WEEK May29 75718
L!ve FOB Ste:er 2,668 1,523 190.38 Escalon, CA 90-142
Live FOB Heifer 583 1,286 187.22 May27 o3 275-350 280-352 280-334 260-285 225-239 190-200 110-165
Dressed Del Steer 214 893 298.97 Famoso, CA 250-330 280-330 270-334 220-260 200-240 120-150
Dressed Del Heifer 140 825 298.00 May29 o4 300-370 270-330 230-313 200-285 200-253 80-141 2,000-3,100
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR Galt,CA ’ 240-326 240-310 210-286 210-260 200-238 85-130
: May28 300-348 289-335 272.50-301 240-263 220-243 115-145
Live FOB Steer 1144 1431 17562 | |furlock,CA 1478 27531250 | 260-346 250-299 238-290 220-247 200-230 121-146.50
Live FOB Heifer 691 1,213 17100 Noreportavailable
Dressed Del Steer 335 834 290.97 Salina, UT
Dressed Del Heifer 454 796 280.00
: May28 362.50-430 | 322.50-405 290-370 266-340 240-299 217-265 103-159
NATIONALWEEKLYIFED BEEFSLAUGHTERVOLUME: MAY26,2024 lowa ) 321-394 204-350 | 260.50-324 | 24150-30850 |  204-265 216-241 129-175
Domestic Imported May28 775 317* 280-288" 128-148 3,100
Forward Contract 21,06 1,333 Miles City, MT 317 286-309 268.50-290 252 141170
Formula 270,737 1,888 May29 1480 376-377 326-372.50 290-323 272-301.50 238-269
Negotiated Cash 79,000 152 Bassett, NE ’ 362.50 347.50-361 | 292.50-353.50 |  275-307 240-259
Negotiated Grid 45,784 1,670 Noreport available
Packer Owned 6,682 N/A Ericson, NE >
Total 423.309 5043 Noreportavailable <T
I |Imperial,NE =
SIAUGHTERIFORWARDICONTRACTS FORWARD!BEEF'SALES Noreportavailable =
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,935 nﬁ‘:;"ey’ NE - =
i port available =
May '24 13,504 Neg. Sales 21+ days 1,383 p NE S
Jun. '24 101,499 Formula sales 3,639 Noreportavailable
Jul. '24 87,336 Forward contract sales 62 Ogallala, NE
Aug. '24 86,580 Domestic sales 5666 | [May23 4590 427.50-445 400-430 321-36850 | 292-34750 | 270.75-306.50 |  198-276
Sep. ‘24 97939 NAFTA Exports 82 Valentine, NE ’ 350-385 306-359 278-299.50 249-282.50 236-253
N0 reportavailable
CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES/& FEDERAL INSPECTED/SLAUGHTER FIGURES Herreid, SD
] . . Weekly Noreportavailable
Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Change Torrington, WY
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3,1300-1500 Ibs [ 19102 | +283 T TS e 755 IR TR T
Siaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 13,1200-1400ls | 18953 | +298 | |\yitooy az 1087 45 50-31250 | 249305 | 21850260 |  237-285 228-248 140172 1,200-1,800
Ontario Auctions May27 262 369-417.50 330-370 | 29350-332.50 241263 173-261 105-182.50 1,250-3,200
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 Ibs 178.67 +119 Colorado ’ 304-362.50 | 286-357.50 258-259 230-231 223 185-220.50 m-172 825-2,650
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 Ibs N/A N/A May22 1650 367-417.50 301-370 286-311 246-275 250-263 124-151 2,085-2,800
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 Ibs 115.50 +2.69 LaJunta,CO ’ 300.50-322.50 | 286-323 254-296 241-251 131170 1,950-2,350
*Price comparison from one week ago. Noreportavailable
: = 3 Loma, CO
Average!feeder cattle|pricesi/(CND)iforweekiending|Eriday: May/17,2024 May29 452 364 295.50-311 275292 240276 241258 1207151 2760-2,925
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario Dodge City, KS g 291-315 280-305 260-279 247-248.50 233-244 203-248 144-175
501-600 |bs 311.84 331.88 31313 May23 2405 362.50-415 372.50-404 326-347 293-319 234.50-284 218-260 120-147 2,400
601-700 Ibs 29797 20846 29118 Pratt,KS ’ 345-362 302-388 266-280 250-286 231-235 209-228.50 144-167 2,000 .
701-800 Ibs 267.92 265.32 265.14 Noreportavailable =
801-900 Ibs 246.30 N/A 24678 Salina, KS =
Heifers: May30 2000 428 375-416 318-390 281-325 260-272 226-24825 | 230-237.50 110-140 1350-3,100 b
- Clovis,NM ’ 322-338 274-316 260-312 237.50-258 | 233-246.75 92-164.50 1,275-2,000 |
401-500 Ibs 287.99 N/A 254.22 Via =
y28 330-400 330-365 310-330 270-302.50 260-270 =
501600 lbs 27640 N/A 254.33 EIReno, 0k 1.200 330 300-325 | 26250-300 | 245-265 2
601-700 Ibs 255.04 256.90 246.75 Noreportavaiiable - 2
701-800 Ibs 235.50 238.30 231.28 McAlester, OK
USDAMEXICOTO/U:S- WEEKLY/LIVESTOCK(IMPORTS Noreportavailable
n OklahomaCity, OK
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume. , May24 ooe| 343 305380 | 28334250 | 256297 238269 230245 85-145 12002100
Species Current Previous Current Previous Cuero, TX ' 289-445 287-385 257-334 231-286 208-255 178-256 90-168 900-2,100
Week Week Year-to-date  Year-to-date | yayz3 1802 362 380 348 250-313 264 231-246 122-140
5/20/2024  5/13/2024 Dalhart, TX ' 350 280 245.50-282 219-234 195-224.50 164-170
Feeders 32,788 27,243 584,904 497,770 Noreportavailable
SanAngelo, TX
USDAWEEKLY.IMPORTED]EEEDERICATTLE May23 1506 430 385 244-288 238-252 221-242.50 125-130
Tulia, TX ' 295-360 285 245-254 216-241 210 209-216
May 30,2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary May24 gann | 400-420 352-390 315-345 280-320 265-280 230-265 115-158 1,500-3,250
ReceiptsEST: 7,900 Week Ago EST: 8,000 Year Ago Act: 6,850 A _ ' 335-375 300-350 267-301 245-275 230-260 205-218 134-175 620-1,950
Noreportavailable
St Teresa, NM Presidio, TX Lexington, KY_ -
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and No rgportavallable ‘2
yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. yearlings sold steady. Heifers steady. Joplin, MO . _ _ . . . . (7]
Trade active, demand good. Supply Trade active, demand good. Supply May28 75| 340-410 290-385 27750-335 265-320 235-300 225-273 215-244.35 110-157 1,300-2,750
consisted of steers and spayed heifers consisted of steers and spayed heifers T ! 320-390" 270-345" 235-332.50" 227.50-290" 207-252" 172.50-241.25" 155-210" 105.50-184 925-2,375
weighing 300-700 Ibs. weighing 300-700 Ibs. May28 2500 335-357.50 295-346 185-335 24750-320 145-275 190-245
Virginia ’ 245-297 230-289 205-264 180-244.75 165-233 163-227
Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 Ibs 270-280 300-400 Ibs 268-278 May29 ot 6337 TR 3300-4.985
400-500 Ibs 250-260 400-500 Ibs 248-258 Lethbridge, Alberta 02 206-256
500-600 Ibs 230-240 500-600 Ibs 228-238
Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 | Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2 Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJ partner!
300-400 Ibs 329-339 300-400 Ibs 330-340 S
400-500 Ibs 299-309 400-500 Ibs 300-310 At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your
500-600 Ibs 269-279 500-600 Ibs 270-280 customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 Ibs. All sales fob port of entry.) CO ntact H anna h at 720 _370 _8 275 fO rmore mformat on.




The latest USDA Cattle on
Feed report pegged May 1
feedlot inventories at 11.554
million head, down 0.9%
from one year ago. This is the
first year-over-year decrease
in feedlotinventories in eight
months. Feedlots typically
see a consistent seasonal pat-
ternin inventories with peaks
in the November to February
period and summer lows in
July-September. The average
seasonal decrease from peak
to trough has averaged just
under 900,000 head in the
past five years.

The May 1 inventory is
down 462,000 head from the
recent December 2023 peak.
Feedlot inventories are ex-
pected to decrease season-
ally for another three months
or so, but the more important
question may be the extent
to which feedlot inventories
willincrease for the next sea-
sonal peak.

The top four cattle feeding

states all have May 1 inven-
tories lower year over year.
Texas has the largest inven-
tory at 2.77 million head,
down 0.7% from last year.
Nebraska is No. 2 with an
inventory of 2.51 million,
down 1.2% year over year.
Kansas is the third largest
cattle feeding state with a
May 1 inventory of 2.30 mil-
lion head, down 5.7% from
one year ago.

Colorado is No. 4 with
0.950 million head, down
3.1% year over year. The top
four feedlot states represent
73.8% of total inventories in
feedlots with 1000 head or
more of capacity. Other cat-
tle feeding states, in de-
scending order, include Io-
wa, California, Idaho, Okla-
homa, Arizona, South Da-
kota and Washington.

April feedlot placements
were 1.656 million head,
down 5.8% year over year
and the smallest April place-
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ment total since the pan-
demic reductions in April
2020. In the first four months
0f2024, total placements are
down 4.3% year over year,
with placements of cattle
weighing less than 800
pounds down 6.7%. Place-
ments of cattle weighing 800
Ibs. and higher are un-
changed from one year ago.

April feedlot marketings
were 1.872 million head, up
10.1% year over year. April
2024 had two more business
days compared to last year.
After adjusting for the num-
ber of days, daily average
marketings in April were
about equal to April 2023.
April marketings were 15.8%
of the April 1 on-feed inven-
tory, the highest monthlyrate
since August 2023. Neverthe-
less, the average marketing
rate over the past 12 months
remains historically low.
Marketings in the first four
months of this year are down

Insights on future meat, poultry prices

Anewreport from the Texas
A&M College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences Department
of Agricultural Economics will
help consumers understand
and prepare for anticipated
changes in the price of key
cuts of beef, pork and chicken
for summer and beyond.

The Texas A&M Univer-
sity Food Price Predictor
study integrates historical
data, current market trends
and predictive models to
offer a detailed projection
of future retail meat prices.
Timed with grilling season,
this report assists consum-
ers in effectively planning
for summer barbecues.

The lead author for the re-
portis Simon Somogyi, Ph.D.,
director of the Weston Agri-
food Sales Program and Dr.
Kerry Litzenberg Sales and
Economics Endowed Chairin
the Department of Agricul-
tural Economics. Co-authors
included David Anderson,
Ph.D., professor and Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension Ser-
vice specialist; Yong Liu,
Ph.D., assistant professor; and
Weifang Liang, a doctoral stu-
dent—all in the department.

The team analyzed market
data using statistical models
to predict price changes for
various meat products. The
study focused on ground beef,
chuck roast Choice, steak sir-
loin Choice, all pork chops
and boneless chicken
breast—all typical cuts of

meat consumed during the
traditional grilling season.
While a chuckroastis notcon-
sidered a typical grilling cut,
its prices provide some insight
into other items such as
ground beef and some steak
cuts, such as flat iron steaks.

Food Price Predictor

The Texas A&M University
Food Price Predictor shows a
modest increase in most
meat prices for this summer.
Notable trends include mod-
estincreases in beef and pork
prices and a decrease in
chicken breast prices. Price
changes that occurred from
September through February
included:

« Ground beef: up 0.45%.

e Chuck roast: up 4.68%.

« Sirloin steak: up 0.77%.

o Pork chops: down 3.93%.

« Boneless chicken breast:
down 2.93%.

According to the report,
meat price changes expected
from May to October are:

¢ Ground beef, 100% beef:
up 0.1% to 0.7% or $5.13-
5.19/1b.

o Chuck roast Choice: up
0.7%101.3% or $7.21-7.34/1b.

« Steak sirloin Choice: up
0.1%100.6% or $11.72-11.78/
Ib.

e Porkchops:up0.1%to 1%
or $4.24-4.28/1b.

« Boneless chicken breast:
down 2.93% or $4.06-3.91/1b.

Price expectations are av-

eraged across the U.S. The
report notes retail prices are
heavily influenced by retail
location, price discounting
and other market variables.

Some of the key obser-
vations for the report are:

o The anticipated slight in-
crease in beef prices, particu-
larlyfor ground beefand chuck
roast, can be attributed to the
seasonal surge in demand and
reduced beef production.

o The trend in lower chick-
en prices is largely due to
efficiencies gained in poultry
production, increasing pro-
duction and lower feed costs.

o The slight uptickin sir-
loin steak prices is a re-
sponse to a shift in con-
sumer preferences toward
higher quality cuts, fueled
by an improving economy
and reduced beefsupplies.

o The modest increase
in pork chop prices aligns
with the expected sea-
sonal increase in demand
combined with slightly
constrained supplylevels.

o Greater profitability and
lower feed costs should keep
chicken supplies plentiful.

“These report estimates
will provide U.S. consumers
with abetter understanding
ofthe factors thatinfluence
meat prices and help them
estimate future meat costs,
allowing households to
budget more effectively,”
Somogyi said. — Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension

Demand, support still high for feeders

MARKETS

(frompage1)

The Choice cutout gained
about $5 to close at $314.04,
and the Select cutout
gained about $2 to close at
$302.52.

USDA’s Cattle on Feed re-
port released on May 24
showed cattle on feed in the
U.S. totaled 11.6 million head
onMay 1, down 1% from last
year. Placements in feedlots
during April totaled 1.66 mil-
lion head, 6% belowlast year,
and feed cattle marketings
were 1.87 million head, 10%
above 2023. Disappearance
totaled 56,000 head, 10%
higher than last year.

Feeder cattle

Feeder cattle futures
were also unable to find

support higher. The August
contractlost about $2.40 to
close at $259.07, and the
September contract lost
about $2to close at $260.67.
The CME Feeder Cattle
Index gained 47 cents to
close at $249.28.
“Fundamental demand
and interest remain incred-
ibly strong for feeder cattle
and calves, but Wednes-
day’s announcement that
China will notbe accepting
beef from the JBS plant in
Greeley, Colorado has rat-
tled traders and conse-
quently the feeder cattle
contracts too,” Stewart said.
Corn futures also expe-
rienced a decline, with
the July contract down 16
cents to $4.48 and the
September contract down
16 cents to $4.57.
Oklahoma: OKC West

in ElReno sold 7,329 head
on Wednesday. Compared
to the last auction, feeder
steers sold steady to $1
higher. Feeder heifers
traded $1-4 higher. Steer
and heifer calves sold
mostly steady on limited
comparable sales. Bench-
mark steers averaging 736
Ibs. sold between $254-
270, averaging $259.46.
South Daketa: Hub City
Livestock in Aberdeen sold
2,175 head on Wednesday.
Compared to the last auc-
tion, steers were not well
compared. Heifers 850-899
lbs. sold steady to $4 lower,
with other weight classes of
heifers not well compared.
Benchmark steers averag-
ing 753 lbs. sold between
$288-290.25, averaging
$289.84. — Anna Miller,
WLJ managing editor

0.6% year over year.

The slow pace of feedlot
marketings continues to
push fed cattle weights high-
er. The latest weekly data
shows steer carcass weights
at 923 Ibs., up 32 Ibs. com-
pared to one year ago, and
heifer carcass weights of 848
Ibs., up 28 1bs. from one year
ago. Increased carcass
weights are partially offset-
tingreduced cattle slaughter
and keeping beef produc-
tion higher than otherwise.

For the first 19 weeks of
the year, beef production is
down 2.1% year over year.
Earlier forecasts called for
2024 beef production to be
down nearly 5%, but those
forecasts have been revised
due to the heavy carcass
weights to a smaller year-
over-year decrease in beef
production. — Derrell S.
Peel, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Extension livestock
marketing specialist
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COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events
information to editorial@wlj.net.)
June 26-27 - The California
Cattlemen’s Association
Midyear Meeting will be held at
the Nugget Casino Resort in

Sparks, NV. New this year, full
meeting registration includes a
ticket to the Reno Rodeo’s
Wednesday night performance.
Details: calcattlemen.org/
events.

Y

YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock producers,
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities
calendar lists internship and
scholarship information for
agricultural- and livestock-
focused students, listed by
application deadline. If youhavean
internship or scholarship to
announce, please email it to
editorial@wlj.net.)

June 10 - The Select Sires
Member Cooperative Board of
Directors has setaside $40,000
in scholarship funds that will be
awarded to students currently
enrolled in a two- or four-year

academic program. Applicants
must be from current member
families doing business with
Select Sires Member
Cooperative. Details: bit.ly/
ssmcscholarship.

Summer: Western Video
Market is offering a summer
internship position for an ag
major who is interested in
gaining work experience in a
fast-paced auction
environment. Position is in-
person in Cottonwood, CA.
Send résumé and three
referencestoholly@wvmcattle.
com.
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The latest USDA Cattle on
Feed report pegged May 1
feedlot inventories at 11.554
million head, down 0.9%
from one year ago. Thisis the
first year-over-year decrease
in feedlotinventories in eight
months. Feedlots typically
see a consistent seasonal pat-
ternin inventories with peaks
in the November to February
period and summer lows in
July-September. The average
seasonal decrease from peak
to trough has averaged just
under 900,000 head in the
past five years.

The May 1 inventory is
down 462,000 head from the
recent December 2023 peak.
Feedlot inventories are ex-
pected to decrease season-
ally for another three months
or so, but the more important
question may be the extent
to which feedlot inventories
willincrease for the next sea-
sonal peak.

The top four cattle feeding

states all have May 1 inven-
tories lower year over year.
Texas has the largest inven-
tory at 2.77 million head,
down 0.7% from last year.
Nebraska is No. 2 with an
inventory of 2.51 million,
down 1.2% year over year.
Kansas is the third largest
cattle feeding state with a
May 1 inventory of 2.30 mil-
lion head, down 5.7% from
one year ago.

Colorado is No. 4 with
0.950 million head, down
3.1% year over year. The top
four feedlot states represent
73.8% of total inventories in
feedlots with 1000 head or
more of capacity. Other cat-
tle feeding states, in de-
scending order, include Io-
wa, California, Idaho, Okla-
homa, Arizona, South Da-
kota and Washington.

April feedlot placements
were 1.656 million head,
down 5.8% year over year
and the smallest April place-
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ment total since the pan-
demic reductions in April
2020. In the first four months
0f2024, total placements are
down 4.3% year over year,
with placements of cattle
weighing less than 800
pounds down 6.7%. Place-
ments of cattle weighing 800
Ibs. and higher are un-
changed from one year ago.

April feedlot marketings
were 1.872 million head, up
10.1% year over year. April
2024 had two more business
days compared to last year.
After adjusting for the num-
ber of days, daily average
marketings in April were
about equal to April 2023.
April marketings were 15.8%
of the April 1 on-feed inven-
tory, the highest monthlyrate
since August 2023. Neverthe-
less, the average marketing
rate over the past 12 months
remains historically low.
Marketings in the first four
months of this year are down

Insights on future meat, poultry prices

Anewreport from the Texas
A&M College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences Department
of Agricultural Economics will
help consumers understand
and prepare for anticipated
changes in the price of key
cuts of beef, pork and chicken
for summer and beyond.

The Texas A&M Univer-
sity Food Price Predictor
study integrates historical
data, current market trends
and predictive models to
offer a detailed projection
of future retail meat prices.
Timed with grilling season,
this report assists consum-
ers in effectively planning
for summer barbecues.

The lead author for the re-
portis Simon Somogyi, Ph.D.,
director of the Weston Agri-
food Sales Program and Dr.
Kerry Litzenberg Sales and
Economics Endowed Chairin
the Department of Agricul-
tural Economics. Co-authors
included David Anderson,
Ph.D., professor and Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension Ser-
vice specialist; Yong Liu,
Ph.D., assistant professor; and
Weifang Liang, a doctoral stu-
dent—all in the department.

The team analyzed market
data using statistical models
to predict price changes for
various meat products. The
study focused on ground beef,
chuck roast Choice, steak sir-
loin Choice, all pork chops
and boneless chicken
breast—all typical cuts of

meat consumed during the
traditional grilling season.
While a chuckroastisnot con-
sidered a typical grilling cut,
its prices provide some insight
into other items such as
ground beef and some steak
cuts, such as flat iron steaks.

Food Price Predictor

The Texas A&M University
Food Price Predictor shows a
modest increase in most
meat prices for this summer.
Notable trends include mod-
estincreases in beef and pork
prices and a decrease in
chicken breast prices. Price
changes that occurred from
September through February
included:

« Ground beef: up 0.45%.

e Chuck roast: up 4.68%.

« Sirloin steak: up 0.77%.

o Pork chops: down 3.93%.

« Boneless chicken breast:
down 2.93%.

According to the report,
meat price changes expected
from May to October are:

¢ Ground beef, 100% beef:
up 0.1% to 0.7% or $5.13-
5.19/1b.

e Chuck roast Choice: up
0.7%101.3% or $7.21-7.34/1b.

« Steak sirloin Choice: up
0.1%t00.6% or $11.72-11.78/
Ib.

e Porkchops:up0.1%to 1%
or $4.24-4.28/1b.

« Boneless chicken breast:
down 2.93% or $4.06-3.91/1b.

Price expectations are av-

eraged across the U.S. The
report notes retail prices are
heavily influenced by retail
location, price discounting
and other market variables.

Some of the key obser-
vations for the report are:

o The anticipated slight in-
crease in beef prices, particu-
larlyfor ground beefand chuck
roast, can be attributed to the
seasonal surgein demand and
reduced beef production.

o The trend in lower chick-
en prices is largely due to
efficiencies gained in poultry
production, increasing pro-
duction and lower feed costs.

o The slight uptickin sir-
loin steak prices is a re-
sponse to a shift in con-
sumer preferences toward
higher quality cuts, fueled
by an improving economy
and reduced beefsupplies.

e The modest increase
in pork chop prices aligns
with the expected sea-
sonal increase in demand
combined with slightly
constrained supplylevels.

o Greater profitability and
lower feed costs should keep
chicken supplies plentiful.

“These report estimates
will provide U.S. consumers
with a better understanding
of the factors that influence
meat prices and help them
estimate future meat costs,
allowing households to
budget more effectively,”
Somogyi said. — Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension

Demand, support still high for feeders

MARKETS

(frompage 1)

The Choice cutout gained
about $5 to close at $314.04,
and the Select cutout
gained about $2 to close at
$302.52.

USDA'’s Cattle on Feed re-
port released on May 24
showed cattle on feed in the
U.S. totaled 11.6 million head
onMay 1, down 1% from last
year. Placements in feedlots
during April totaled 1.66 mil-
lion head, 6% below last year,
and feed cattle marketings
were 1.87 million head, 10%
above 2023. Disappearance
totaled 56,000 head, 10%
higher than last year.

Feeder cattle

Feeder cattle futures
were also unable to find

supporthigher. The August
contractlost about $2.40 to
close at $259.07, and the
September contract lost
about $2 to close at $260.67.
The CME Feeder Cattle
Index gained 47 cents to
close at $249.28.
“Fundamental demand
and interest remain incred-
ibly strong for feeder cattle
and calves, but Wednes-
day’s announcement that
Chinawill not be accepting
beef from the JBS plant in
Greeley, Colorado has rat-
tled traders and conse-
quently the feeder cattle
contracts too,” Stewart said.
Corn futures also expe-
rienced a decline, with
the July contract down 16
cents to $4.48 and the
September contract down
16 cents to $4.57.
Oklahoma: OKC West

in E1Reno sold 7,329 head
on Wednesday. Compared
to the last auction, feeder
steers sold steady to $1
higher. Feeder heifers
traded $1-4 higher. Steer
and heifer calves sold
mostly steady on limited
comparable sales. Bench-
mark steers averaging 736
Ibs. sold between $254-
270, averaging $259.46.
South Dakota: Hub City
Livestockin Aberdeen sold
2,175 head on Wednesday.
Compared to the last auc-
tion, steers were not well
compared. Heifers 850-899
lbs. sold steady to $4 lower,
with other weight classes of
heifers not well compared.
Benchmark steers averag-
ing 753 lbs. sold between
$288-290.25, averaging
$289.84. — Anna Miller,
WLJ] managing editor

0.6% year over year.

The slow pace of feedlot
marketings continues to
push fed cattle weights high-
er. The latest weekly data
shows steer carcass weights
at 923 Ibs., up 32 Ibs. com-
pared to one year ago, and
heifer carcass weights 0f 848
Ibs., up 28 1bs. from one year
ago. Increased carcass
weights are partially offset-
tingreduced cattle slaughter
and keeping beef produc-
tion higher than otherwise.

For the first 19 weeks of
the year, beef production is
down 2.1% year over year.
Earlier forecasts called for
2024 beef production to be
down nearly 5%, but those
forecasts have been revised
due to the heavy carcass
weights to a smaller year-
over-year decrease in beef
production. — Derrell S.
Peel, Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Extension livestock
marketing specialist
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COMING EVENTS

(Send calendar of events
information to editorial@wilj.net.)
June 26-27 - The California
Cattlemen’s Association
Midyear Meeting will be held at
the Nugget Casino Resort in

Sparks, NV. New this year, full
meeting registration includes a
ticket to the Reno Rodeo’s
Wednesday night performance.
Details: calcattlemen.org/
events.

e

YOUTH OPPORTUNITlEd

(In an effort to serve the next
generation of livestock producers,
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities
calendar lists internship and
scholarship information for
agricultural- and livestock-
focused students, listed by
application deadline. If youhavean
internship or scholarship to
announce, please email it to
editorial@wlj.net.)

June 10 - The Select Sires
Member Cooperative Board of
Directors has setaside $40,000
in scholarship funds that will be
awarded to students currently
enrolled in a two- or four-year

academic program. Applicants
must be from current member
families doing business with
Select Sires Member
Cooperative. Details: bit.ly/
ssmcscholarship.

Summer: Western Video
Market is offering a summer
internship position for an ag
major who is interested in
gaining work experience in a
fast-paced auction
environment. Position is in-
person in Cottonwood, CA.
Send résumé and three
referencestoholly@wvmecattle.
com.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

ADVERTISING RATES

BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)
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Help
Wanted

HERDSMAN
GENOA LIVESTOCK
Full time position for experienced
Herdsman.

All aspects of ranch operations:
Herd management and health,
Haying, Irrigation.
Registered cow/calf operation
Western Nevada.
Housing, salary + bonuses,
benefits.

For more information:
Genoa Livestock.com

Cattle
For Sale

Angus Bulls & Gelbvieh Bulls
(208) 880-0717

cattleandsheep.com

B cLassFED@WLINET

Dogs

For Sale

Blue Red Heeler puppies AKC.
360 749 6333

ELITE WORKING PUPS!

First-time offered to public -
McNab puppies. Established
respected bloodlines from working
parents. Exceptional trainability,
extreme stamina and keen noses.
Located in Northern California.

$700
Call Walt: 707-362-1383.

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Best prices with delivery available.
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.
Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

CLASSIFIED INDEX

jlo0JBulISIEoTS ale)
Homelof )2IBarTwenty;
2 Bar Angus x
Hereford, Texas | BN
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

X PRATT @‘?Anms 3

GRAY BRAHMANS

GENTLE AMERICAN
BEEF TYPE GRAY
BRAHMANS

Loren Pratt
520-709-1554
44996 W. Papago Rd.
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Real Estate

Pacific e

4 KNITE

EST 1944

Joseph Oregon Ranch
17,088+ total sf home on 235+
acres with a creek, 200+ acres
irrigated, 3 pivots, a manager’s
home, and gorgeous mountain
views. $13,777,000

Bonita Springs Ranch - NEW
2,939+ acres of prime grazing
land with a year-round creek
and numerous springs that
supply stock tanks. More land
available. $3,100,000

Buying or Selling? Call today!
(208) 345-3163 - knipeland.com

CLASSIFIED CORRAL

Take WLJ with
you wherever
you go!
Subscribe
today!

Real Estate
Southwest

Real Estate

Southwest =i

Scott Land Cop’}p%tl : LLC )

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE
We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

NEW LISTING! 2,720 ACRE IRR. FARM - Located in the eastern part of north eastern
New Mexico w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells, a virtually new 5 strand barb wire fence w/
swinging gates, w/part of the property being on pvmt.. Lays in two tracts of 1,120+ ac. in
one at $1I,600/ac. and 1,6002 ac. in the other at $1,000.00 which can be bought together or
separately.

NEW LISTING! CHOICE 320 ac. - Irrigated farm, w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells &
an older home which would be liveable or could be moved. Located on pvmt. in prime farming
area of Castro Co., TX.

UNION CO., NM - Just out of Clayton, NM, 2+ sections located on pvmt. complete with
two %2£ mile sprinklers & irrigation wells w/an addtl. large feedyard & one section of land
irrigated by four ¥ mile sprinklers & irrigation wells. Two sections or the feedyard w/irrigated
section can be purchased together or separately.

www.scottlandcompany.com - 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott - Broker - Krystal M. Nelson- NM QB

Pasture Equipment

For Sale e

Wanted

LARGE RANCH NEEDED.
Generational family ranching

TANK COATINGS

business seeking large ranch for
lease. Turn-key management
services available: robust
ecological stewardship, ranch
owner personal needs, upgrading
ranch infrastructure to support
intensive grazing programs.

www.ranchlands.com.

ROOF COATINGS

Available for Metal,
Composition Shingles or Tar
Roofs. Long lasting and easy

to apply. We also
manufacture Tank Coatings

for Concrete, Rock, Steel,

Galvanized and Mobile
tanks.

Call for our

FREE

Irrigation 27

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

i www.virdenproducts.com

WESTER
W PoOLYPIPE

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems
Fair Prices - Good Service - Rancher Owned
DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST

CALL TODAY: 775-657-1815

GET THOROUGH PRACTICAL
TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.l.
herd health—calf

delivery and care. Many
additional subjects.

CATTLEMEN

Our business is to help you
improve your business.

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!

Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

3037753515
/’\GRI-()ne Financial

Learn more by working with
live animals under expert
supervision.

\
NEED EXTRA
GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.
INCOME? Dept, WL « 641 W. Hy 31 Gamett, KS 66032
Advertise a hunting 78 5/44 8-3119
or fishing lease! www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com
CALL NOW!
Over 100 years of
800-850-2769 J continuous service

RANCH HORSE FOR SALE?

EQUIPMENT?

LOOKING FOR A HIRED HAND?

Hlace a classified!

- Listed online and in the weekly issue
“of WLJ, your ad is sure to get results!

Call 720-370-7977 or visit
wlj.net/classifieds




— Devastating
disease

We are nearing spring
turnoutand breeding season,
and with that, many produc-
ers may be getting bulls test-
ed right before turnout. So,
what should producers con-
sider when maintaining herd
health within their mature
bull battery?

Trichomoniasis (trich) is a
venereal disease that causes
infertility, open cows, and the
occasional abortion in cows
and heifers. Bulls carry the
protozoa in their prepuce
and transmit it to cows
through breeding. Clean
bulls can also become in-
fected by breeding cows that
are infected with trich.

There are no clinical signs
of infection in bulls and very
few in cows. Bulls that are
infected do not show sys-
temic disease, swelling,
drainage or any other sign

thatwould lead us to suspect
infection. The only way to
identify infected bulls is to
perform preputial scraping
and diagnostic testing to
identify the presence of the
organism in the preputial
folds.

Once infected, bulls re-
main infected for life. Be-
cause the organism lives in
the preputial folds and is
technically “external,” the
bull’s immune system will
notidentify orrespond to the
organism to clear the infec-
tion. Thereis no treatment for
trichomoniasis, and infected
bulls should be culled
through slaughter-only chan-
nels.

What to consider

Bulls are the route of trans-
mission through a cowherd
and when an infected bull
breeds a cow, she will likely
beinfected. Subsequent mat-

WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL

Should I trich test my mature bulls?

ings by other bullsin the herd
transmit the organism to un-
infected bulls, which iswhyit
is common to find multiple
infected bullsina bull battery
once a single trich-positive
bull has been identified.

Trichomoniasis infection
in the cow herd is often sus-
pected when producers no-
tice cows that should have
settled early in the breeding
season continue to come into
heat, often two to three cycles
later than expected. This is
because cows will mate and
conceive, but then later de-
velop pyometras (uterine
infections) and experience
embryonic loss. Once this
occurs, unlike bulls, the cow’s
immune system will respond
and clear the infection, but
she will return to cyclicity
only after the uterus returns
tohealth, generally 60 days or
more later.

While most cows will clear
the infection and go on to

SALE CALENDAR

Sale Calendar is a service
to our advertisers. There
is a minimum advertising
requirement to be
eligible to be listed in the
Sale Calendar. Contact
your fieldman for more
information or to have
your date added to the
Sale Calendar. We will only
run auction sale dates or
private treaty start dates.

ALL BREEDS
Sep. 15 - Visalia
Livestock, Bull Sale,
Visalia, CA

ANGUS

Jun. 22 - Baldridge
Performance Angus,
Female Sale, North Platte,
NE

Jun. 29 - EZ Angus
Ranch, Fall Calving
Dispersal, Farmington, CA
Aug. 24 - Riverbend
Ranch, Female Sale, Idaho
Falls, ID

Sep. 5 - Vintage Angus,
Bull Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 6 — Byrd Cattle, Bull
& Female Sale, Red Bluff,

CA

Sep. 7 - EZ Angus Ranch,
Bull Sale, Farmington, CA
Sep. 8 — Heritage Bull
Sale, Wilton, CA

Sep. 9 - Rhoades Angus,
Bull Sale, Cambria, CA
Sep. 10 - O’Neal Ranch,
Bull Sale, Madera, CA
Sep. 11 - Teixeira Cattle,
Bull Sale, Pismo Beach,
CA

Sep. 12 — Donati Ranch

& O’Connell Cattle, Bull
Sale, Oroville, CA

Sep. 13 — Tehama Angus,
Bull Sale, Gerber, CA
Sep. 14 - Arrelano Bravo,
Bull Sale, Galt, CA

HEREFORD

Sep. 5 - Sierra Ranches,
Bull Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 9 - Genoa Livestock,
Bull & Female Sale,
Minden, NV

COMMERCIAL
Jun. 6 — Western Video
Market Internet Sale, CA
Jun. 20 — NLVA Early
Summer Special, Billings,
MT

Jul. 8 — Western Video
Market Reno Sale, Reno,
NV

Jul. 22 — NLVA
Summertime Classic,
Billings, MT

Jul. 27 — Cattlemen’s
Livestock Market Annual
Female Sale, Galt, CA
Aug. 3 — Turlock
Livestock Auction Special
Female Sale, Turlock, CA
Aug. 12 — Western Video
Market Cheyenne Sale,
Cheyenne, WY

Aug. 19 — NLVA Early Fall
Preview, Billings, MT
Aug. 24 — Mobile Cattle
Marketing Female Sale,
Petaluma, CA

HORSE

Jun. 1— Ranchers Horse
Sale, Juntura, OR

Jun. 8 — Shelman Family
Horse Sale, Burns, OR
Jun. 22 — Fort Ranch
Horse Sale, Corrinne, UT
Jul. 12 — High Desert
Quarter Horse Sale,
Redmond, OR

Aug. 17 — Memory Ranch
Foal Sale, Wells, NV

Caring for young calves

Driving around in the
country and seeing the cows
and calves out on pastures
full of green grass in late
spring is a welcome sight to
many. And this is the time of
year to begin routine pro-
cessing for one- to two-
month-old calves, and to
develop amarketing strategy
according to the experts at
the Kansas State (K-State)
University Beef Cattle Insti-
tute.

Speaking on arecent “Cat-
tle Chat” podcast, the experts
addressed calf health, nutri-
tion and marketing strategies
tomaximize the likelihood of
success.

“Now is a good time to do
those basic processing pro-
cedures on young calves,” K-
State veterinarian Brian Lub-
berssaid. “Onbull calves, this

is a good time to consider
castration and then offer
some protection against
clostridial diseases depend-
ing on which castration
method you use”

Another management
strategy that is good for
young calvesis to apply para-
site control, K-State veteri-
narian Bob Larson said.

“Young cattle don’t have
much resilience to internal
parasites, so they respond
well to a deworming treat-
ment,” he said.

Regarding supplemental
nutrition for one- to two-
month-old calves, some pro-
ducers may be considering
whether or not to offer creep
feed.

“Offering creep feed at this
pointmaynotbe economical
because the cow is at peak

milk production,” K-State
beef nutritionist Phillip Lan-
caster said. “At this age, the
calf’s rumen is starting to
develop, and they will begin
consuming more green grass
and less milk as time goes
on”

Along with calfhealth and
nutrition, the experts agree
thatlate springis agood time
to develop a marketing plan
and consider risk protection.

“Some marketing pro-
grams require calves to fol-
low ahealth protocol, so that
is important to review now,’
K-State agricultural econo-
mist Dustin Pendell said.
“There are also a couple of
insurance policies available
that offer livestock risk pro-
tection for feeder and fed
calves” — K-State Research
and Extension

conceive and carry a calf to
term, there is a danger that
individual cows can develop
a carrier state and serve as a
continual reservoir of infec-
tion in a positive herd. This
potential for a carrier state is
why it is recommended to
cull any open cows in a posi-
tive herd to slaughter-only
channels, along with the in-
fected bulls. There is no reli-
able testfor trichomoniasis to
screen for carrier cows.

Regulations regard-
ing testing
Trichomoniasisis areport-
able disease in Nebraska,
which means the State Vet-
erinarian’s Office will have
input on how positive cases
are managed. This is mainly
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to ensure that the disposal of
infected individuals is
through slaughter-only chan-
nels to prevent the spread of
the disease to other opera-
tions. Additionally, move-
ment of mature (greater than
18 months of age in most
cases) and/or non-virgin
breeding bulls across state
lines will require trich testing
to document negative status.
Actual testing procedures
and timing are determined
by the state of destination.
Producers that may be mar-
keting bulls or moving bulls
to grazing pastures out of
state should consult with
their veterinarian well in ad-
vance of shipment to ensure
that all regulatory require-
ments can be met.

n

Value of an exam

A breeding soundness ex-
am is a point-in-time mea-
surement that we encourage
producers to have done on
bulls about 4-6 weeks before
thebreedingseason to ensure
theyare satisfactory breeders.

Producers should expect
trichtestingtobe on the agen-
da when they book breeding
soundness exams of their ma-
ture bull batteries. Trichomo-
niasis is a devastating vene-
real disease that can move
through a herd silently until it
is too late. The investment in
identifying and removing in-
fected bulls before the breed-
ing season is a small price to
pay to avoid reproductive
failure of the cow herd. —
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln
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— Devastating
disease

We are nearing spring
turnoutand breeding season,
and with that, many produc-
ers may be getting bulls test-
ed right before turnout. So,
what should producers con-
sider when maintaining herd
health within their mature
bull battery?

Trichomoniasis (trich) is a
venereal disease that causes
infertility, open cows, and the
occasional abortion in cows
and heifers. Bulls carry the
protozoa in their prepuce
and transmit it to cows
through breeding. Clean
bulls can also become in-
fected by breeding cows that
are infected with trich.

There are no clinical signs
of infection in bulls and very
few in cows. Bulls that are
infected do not show sys-
temic disease, swelling,
drainage or any other sign

thatwould lead us to suspect
infection. The only way to
identify infected bulls is to
perform preputial scraping
and diagnostic testing to
identify the presence of the
organism in the preputial
folds.

Once infected, bulls re-
main infected for life. Be-
cause the organism lives in
the preputial folds and is
technically “external,” the
bull’s immune system will
notidentify orrespond to the
organism to clear the infec-
tion. Thereis no treatment for
trichomoniasis, and infected
bulls should be culled
through slaughter-only chan-
nels.

What to consider

Bulls are the route of trans-
mission through a cowherd
and when an infected bull
breeds a cow, she will likely
beinfected. Subsequent mat-
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Should I trich test my mature bulls?

ings by other bullsin the herd
transmit the organism to un-
infected bulls, which iswhyit
is common to find multiple
infected bullsina bull battery
once a single trich-positive
bull has been identified.

Trichomoniasis infection
in the cow herd is often sus-
pected when producers no-
tice cows that should have
settled early in the breeding
season continue to come into
heat, often two to three cycles
later than expected. This is
because cows will mate and
conceive, but then later de-
velop pyometras (uterine
infections) and experience
embryonic loss. Once this
occurs, unlike bulls, the cow’s
immune system will respond
and clear the infection, but
she will return to cyclicity
only after the uterus returns
tohealth, generally 60 days or
more later.

While most cows will clear
the infection and go on to
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Jul. 12 — High Desert
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Caring for young calves

Driving around in the
country and seeing the cows
and calves out on pastures
full of green grass in late
spring is a welcome sight to
many. And this is the time of
year to begin routine pro-
cessing for one- to two-
month-old calves, and to
develop amarketing strategy
according to the experts at
the Kansas State (K-State)
University Beef Cattle Insti-
tute.

Speaking on arecent “Cat-
tle Chat” podcast, the experts
addressed calf health, nutri-
tion and marketing strategies
tomaximize the likelihood of
success.

“Now is a good time to do
those basic processing pro-
cedures on young calves,” K-
State veterinarian Brian Lub-
berssaid. “Onbull calves, this

is a good time to consider
castration and then offer
some protection against
clostridial diseases depend-
ing on which castration
method you use”

Another management
strategy that is good for
young calvesis to apply para-
site control, K-State veteri-
narian Bob Larson said.

“Young cattle don’t have
much resilience to internal
parasites, so they respond
well to a deworming treat-
ment,” he said.

Regarding supplemental
nutrition for one- to two-
month-old calves, some pro-
ducers may be considering
whether or not to offer creep
feed.

“Offering creep feed at this
pointmaynotbe economical
because the cow is at peak

milk production,” K-State
beef nutritionist Phillip Lan-
caster said. “At this age, the
calf’s rumen is starting to
develop, and they will begin
consuming more green grass
and less milk as time goes
on”

Along with calfhealth and
nutrition, the experts agree
thatlate springis agood time
to develop a marketing plan
and consider risk protection.

“Some marketing pro-
grams require calves to fol-
low ahealth protocol, so that
is important to review now,’
K-State agricultural econo-
mist Dustin Pendell said.
“There are also a couple of
insurance policies available
that offer livestock risk pro-
tection for feeder and fed
calves” — K-State Research
and Extension

conceive and carry a calf to
term, there is a danger that
individual cows can develop
a carrier state and serve as a
continual reservoir of infec-
tion in a positive herd. This
potential for a carrier state is
why it is recommended to
cull any open cows in a posi-
tive herd to slaughter-only
channels, along with the in-
fected bulls. There is no reli-
able testfor trichomoniasis to
screen for carrier cows.

Regulations regard-
ing testing
Trichomoniasisis areport-
able disease in Nebraska,
which means the State Vet-
erinarian’s Office will have
input on how positive cases
are managed. This is mainly
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to ensure that the disposal of
infected individuals is
through slaughter-only chan-
nels to prevent the spread of
the disease to other opera-
tions. Additionally, move-
ment of mature (greater than
18 months of age in most
cases) and/or non-virgin
breeding bulls across state
lines will require trich testing
to document negative status.
Actual testing procedures
and timing are determined
by the state of destination.
Producers that may be mar-
keting bulls or moving bulls
to grazing pastures out of
state should consult with
their veterinarian well in ad-
vance of shipment to ensure
that all regulatory require-
ments can be met.
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Value of an exam

A breeding soundness ex-
am is a point-in-time mea-
surement that we encourage
producers to have done on
bulls about 4-6 weeks before
thebreedingseason to ensure
theyare satisfactory breeders.

Producers should expect
trichtestingtobe on the agen-
da when they book breeding
soundness exams of their ma-
ture bull batteries. Trichomo-
niasis is a devastating vene-
real disease that can move
through a herd silently until it
is too late. The investment in
identifying and removing in-
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MT7 Ranchreceives TX Leopold Conservation Award

MT?7 Ranchis the recipient
of the 2024 Texas Leopold
Conservation Award. The
award honors farmers, ranch-
ers and forestland owners
who go above and beyond in
their management of soil
health, water quality and
wildlife habitat on working
land.

Mike and Mary Terry, own-
ers of the MT7 Ranchlocated
near Breckenridge, TX, willbe
presented with the state’s
highesthonor for privateland
conservation and its $10,000
award at the Lone Star Stew-
ard Awards banquet in May.

Sand County Foundation
and national sponsor Ameri-
can Farmland Trust present
Leopold Conservation
Awards to private landowners
in 27 states. In Texas the
award is presented in part-
nership with the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department’s
Lone Star Land Steward
Awards program.

Mike and Mary Terry’s pas-
sion for conservation, cattle
ranching and the outdoors
led them to do something

spectacular. The Terrys in-
vested in a weathered piece
ofland in 2008. Although the
land had been overlooked for
decades, they saw an oppor-
tunity torevive it to benefit the
environment, wildlife and
people. With patience, hard
work, expert care and a mix of
traditional and innovative ag-
ricultural practices, the land-
scape began to transform to
its natural state and flourish.

After the purchase of 20
adjacent parcels, their MT7
Ranch now encompasses
more than 19,300 acres of
rolling plains, cropland, wet-
lands and rangeland in north
central Texas.

MT7 Ranch’s approach to
land stewardship is overseen
by longtime ranch manager
Ty Bartoskewitz. He employs
a variety of habitat, grazing,
crops, water retention and
wildlife population manage-
ment practices.

Wheat, sorghum and sun-
flowers are grown on crop-
land, but most of the ranch is
devoted to restoration of
rangeland for pastures and

ﬂ PERFORMANCE ANGﬁ F E"‘LE SALE

Saturday, June 22, 2024

Selling 200+ head including:
donor cows, cow-calf pairs, bred heifers, open heifers, pregnancies

FEATURING THE FAMILIES BELOW

Baldridge Isabel)Y69

A once-in-a lifetime cow and multimillion dollar
producer whose impact on this herd is significant.
The fertility, flushing ability, and predictability of the
Y69's will shape a majority of this sale through her

genetics.

The donor dam of War Cry, Grindstone, Lincoln,
Bold Ruler, Credence, Landmark and Influence as - Geronimo, Panzer, Homemade, and Jinks.

well as many donor dams across the country.

Baldridge Isabel G724

Te full sister to Baldridge Gibson and maternal
sister to Moving On, Pappy, Instinct, Jigsaw, and - carcass merit. An exciting breeding piece right for

Done Deal. Donor dam of Jedi, Linkage, and

Linchpin.

A producer of attractive and well built Angus.
The donor dam of Versatile, Alternative,
Command, Velocity, Vortex, Kinsmen, Jiggs,
Kingston, Eager, and Jacked.

Baldridge Isabel D753

the times ranking in the top 1% for §M.

LN

Plan to join us in North Platte for a fun filled
summer weekend. On Friday night, Parker
McCollum will be in concert less than 2 miles
from the sale site followed by Jelly Roll on
Saturday night. Please contact Denise at 308-
520-2339 or denise@baldridge.net for assistance
with concert tickets and hotel rooms, or go to:
nebraskalanddays.com

wildlife habitat. A prescribed
burning schedule coupled
with a rotational grazing sys-
tem for MT7 Ranch'’s herd of
Red Angus beef cattle encour-
ages the revitalization of na-
tive, warm season grasses.
Thoughtful restoration of
wetlands and riparian areas
attracts a variety of wood
ducks and other migratory
waterfowl. More than 3,300
feral pigs have been removed
to reduce potential damage
tohabitat. Such efforts earned
MT7 Ranch the Texas Wildlife
Association’s Landowner of
the Year Award in 2015.
Perhaps most notable has
been the creation and main-
tenance of 55 quail manage-
ment areas scattered across
the ranch. They range in size
from 10 to 100 acres and are
situated within riparian cor-
ridors and ridges where mes-
quite and other shrubs could
not be easily cleared in the
past. Each area provides quail
with cover and food sources
of seeds and insects from a
patchwork of disked strips
planted annually with a mix

of grains and forbs that ma-
ture at different times of the
year.

The restoration of habitat
for quail and Rio Grande tur-
keys is among a long list of
topics studied at MT7 Ranch.

Whereas somelandowners
fear openingtheirland to oth-
ers, the Terrys have taken the
opposite approach. They use
their ranch as an outdoor
classroom for otherranchers,
local school and civic groups,
state and federal conserva-
tion agencies and nonprofits,
and graduate students con-
ducting research.

Because they want others
to learn about sound land
management practices, re-
search requests are met with
a “yes!” They also want to fos-
teranew generation of young

professionals engaged in con-
servation, natural resources
and ranching.

MT7 Ranch has an active
relationship with the local
school district. Ithosts an an-
nual spring field day for fifth
graders, and the ranch'’s daily
activities are incorporated
into the science curriculum.
High school students are em-
ployed for summer jobs. An
internship program was cre-
ated in 2009 for college stu-
dents interested in natural
resources, ranch manage-
ment and agribusiness ca-
reers. Since then, MT7 Ranch
has employed more than 100
interns, several of whom have
returned to the ranch after
graduation to work full-time.

Mike credits his wife, Mary,
ranch manager, Ty, and his

father-in-law, all avid out-
doors enthusiasts, with influ-
encing his evolving land
ethic. He is thrilled to have
youth coming to the ranch to
learn about conservation,
catch their first fish, or see a
cowup close for the first time.
His MT7 Ranch shows what's
possible by openingthe beau-
ty of rural Texas to the rest of
the world.

“The recipients of this
award are examples of how
Aldo Leopold’s land ethic is
alive and well today,” said
Kevin McAleese, Sand Coun-
ty Foundation president and
CEO. “Their dedication to
conservation shows how in-
dividuals can improve the
health of the land while pro-
ducing food and fiber” —
Sand County Foundation

Farm bill may not get House
floor vote until September

In North Platte, Nebraska

The donor dam of Jordan and the maternal sister
to Pacific and full sister in blood to Gibson. The
now deceased F047 has been an large revenue
producer through embryos and pregnancies
sales across the country.

HPCA Momentum 18

The powerhouse donor dam of Limitless,
Highlander, Harness, Sherman, Abrams, Pershing,

An outcross donor dam of Jelly, Julius, July,
Jalapeno, Jasper Keeper, Knack, Kegger, and

Kodiak. She has 116 IMF and RE Ratios @101.

Baldridge Isabel E048

Newly acquired donor dam who is an outcross
pedigree of high fertility, performance, and

sale.

The donor dam of Headstart Heat Seeker,
Incognito, Balance, and Omaha. Her daughter
was the leadoff high seller of the 2023 female

Do nequest a sale book - call, tert o email:
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5329 Rodeo Rd * North Platte, NE 69101
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Emergency Relief Program
funds in 2022.

o Assigning the secretary of
Agriculture to direct the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation
Service and Animal Plant
Health and Inspection Service
to enlist the services of one or
more land-grant universities
to assist with the program in
achieving its goals.

o Creating a report on the
use of emergency grazing on
acres enrolled in the Conser-
vation Reserve Program.

«Establishingadepartment-
wide strategy to produce sus-
tainable aviation fuels.

Agreactions

Agricultural groups ap-
plauded the farm bill’s ad-
vancement as it included pro-
visions addressing the needs
of farmers and ranchers.

The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association (NCBA) ex-
pressed gratitude to the House
Agriculture Committee for
passing the bill, which in-
cludes cattle health, voluntary
conservation and food secu-
rity provisions. NCBA Presi-
dent Mark Eisele highlighted
that the farm bill protects the
cattle industry from foreign
animal diseases, supports vol-
untary conservation efforts,
and safeguards the food sup-
ply. Eisele thanked Thompson
and the House Agriculture
Committee foradvancing abill
that meets the needs of rural
America.

The National Pork Produc-
ers Council (NPPC) was
pleased with the bill’s ad-
vancement as it includes a
federal solution to the issues
caused by California’s Proposi-
tion 12. NPPC President Lori
Stevermer praised the com-
mittee for seizing the opportu-
nity to protect producers and
consumers.

American Farm Bureau
Federation President Zippy
Duvall expressed appreciation
for the House Agriculture
Committee’s bipartisan pas-
sage of the farm bill, noting its
significance for all American
families.

“We applaud the bipartisan
vote after 13 hours of rigorous

debate but know that tight
marginsinboth chambersand
a crowded congressional cal-
endar will present challenges
in the next legislative steps,’
Duvall said. “We urge House
leaders to continue the mo-
mentum and bring thisimpor-
tantlegislation to avote on the
floor. We also urge the Senate
Agriculture Committee to fol-
low the lead of the House by
scheduling a farm bill mark-

up”

Next steps

Thompson implored Sen.
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI),
chairwoman of the Senate
Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition and Forestry, to work
with Committee Ranking
Member Sen. John Boozman
(R-AR) on their version of the
farm bill.

Stabenow said that after the
House markup, she was glad
Thompson was working to
move the process forward, but
she noted that “key parts ofthe
House bill split the farm bill
coalition in a way that makes
it impossible to achieve the
votes to become law”’

“We need a farm bill that
holds the coalition together
and upholds the historic tradi-
tion of providing food assis-
tance to our most vulnerable
Americans while keeping our
commitment to our farmers
battling the effects of the cli-
mate crisis every day,” Stabe-
now said in a joint statement
with House Agriculture Rank-
ing Member David Scott (D-
GA-13). “Democrats remain
ready and willing to work with
Republicans on a truly bipar-
tisan farm bill to keep farmers
farming, families fed, and rural
communities strong.”

Boozman said in a state-
ment that he and fellow Re-
publicans on the Agriculture
Committee “intend to release
our farm bill framework that
reflects the Senate’s shared
commitments across all 12 ti-
tles in the coming weeks””

Thompson told Agri-Pulse
the farm bill might not get a
vote on the house floor until
September due to the appro-
priations process expected to
occur until Congress’ August
recess. — Charles Wallace,
WLJ contributing editor
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House bill split the farm bill
coalition in a way that makes
it impossible to achieve the
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