
The cattle complex continued the upward momentum from the prior 
week on the strength of higher cash trade. Boxed beef prices were mixed, 
and steer dressed weights continued to be high at 923 lbs. 

Live cattle futures were higher for the week, with the June contract up 
$4.50 to $183.52 and the August contract up $3.70 to $181.07. 

Cash trade through Thursday was 17,000 head. Live steers sold between 
$185-192, and there were not enough dressed steer sales for a market trend. 
Cash trade for the week ending May 19 was 93,719 head. Live steers averaged 
$188.53, and dressed steers averaged $299.50. 

“The market’s primary, if not sole focus is on the strong ne-
gotiated fed cattle market, as cattle feeders enjoy all the leverage 
at present,” Cassie Fish, market analyst, wrote for The Beef on 
Thursday. “Negotiated fed cattle in Texas and Kansas have sold 
at $187, $1 higher than a week ago and the highest since March. 
The North is holding out for new highs for the year and there 
are bids as high as $302 dressed and $192 live being passed.”

Slaughter through Thursday is estimated to be 486,000 head. 
Actual slaughter for the week ending May 11 was 615,769 head. 
The average dressed steer weight was 923 lbs., the same as the 
prior week. Last week’s estimated slaughter was 598,000 head, 
down 24,000 head from the prior week. Total beef production 

under federal inspection for the week ending May 18 was 507.1 million 
pounds. 

Boxed beef prices were mixed, with the Choice cutout down 31 cents to 
$309.84 and the Select cutout up $3.57 to $300.08. 

“Friday’s USDA Cattle on Feed (COF) report will have a bullish appear-
ance,” Fish wrote on Thursday. “Thanks to two extra harvest days, marketings 
will be up 9-10% from a year ago. Placements will be down 6-7% leaving COF 
down about 0.5-0.9%, finally dropping below a year ago.”

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures were

See MARKETS on page 5

Market continues upward momentum ahead of Memorial Day

May 27, 2024 • Vol. 102, No. 26The National Livestock Weekly“The Industry’s Largest Weekly Circulation” 

website: www.wlj.net  •  email: editorial@wlj.net  •  advertising@wlj.net  •  circulation@wlj.net

INSIDE WLJ

FARM BILL — House releases 
farm bill text details. Page 3

HAY IMPROVEMENTS — Better 
pasture, hay conditions recorded 
in 2024. Page 5

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

"The North American beef industry 
has, until recently, been able to 
capitalize on the world meat 
market because of its factual 
c la ims bovine spongi form 
encephalopathy, known as BSE or 
‘mad-cow’ disease, has not been 
found in the cattle herds of 
Mexico, U.S. or Canada. However, 
all that changed last Tuesday 
morn ing  when  Canad i an 
government officials announced 
the confirmation of the disease in 
a six-year-old cow slaughtered in 
January,” read the May 26, 2003, 
WLJ article.
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BLM
A Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility analysis of rangelands 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) asserts rangelands are in 
poor condition. Pictured here, Grouse Creek Mountain Rangelands.
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WEEK ENDING: 05-23-24

CME FEEDER
$248.81

DRESSED STEERS
$298.97

LIVE STEERS
 $198.38

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT 5 AREA WEEKLY WTD 
AVERAGE STEER PRICE

— Overgrazing primary cause
A recent analysis by Public Employees for Environmental Responsibil-

ity (PEER) reveals rangelands managed by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) are in poor ecological health and do not meet Land Health Standards 
for minimum quality. 

PEER compiled the information from Freedom of Information Act re-
quests and examined records from 1997 to 2023 for over 21,000 BLM graz-
ing allotments covering approximately 155 million acres across 10 Western 
states.

According to PEER, their analysis found:
• More than 56 million acres of BLM-assessed land failed to meet land 

health standards. Results varied significantly by state, with Idaho reporting 
only 25% of its range meeting standards while neighboring Montana 
achieved an 83% success rate.

• Livestock has been identified as the major cause of land health failure 
on at least 37 million acres. The BLM has determined that overgrazing is 
the primary reason for land health issues across the West.

• Nine out of 10 BLM state offices are renewing over half of their grazing 
permits for another 10 years without conducting a National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA) review. 

• BLM has not completed land health assessments on over 36 million 
acres. This lack of assessment may conceal even more extensive landscape 
damage, the report said, especially in Nevada, which has the largest share 
of public range and a high failure rate—more than three acres fail health 
standards for every one that passes. Additionally, Nevada has the largest 
proportion (39%) of unassessed range.

“Throughout much of the west, BLM lands are in poor ecological health 
due to livestock grazing,” said Rocky Mountain PEER Director Chandra 

PEER asserts rangelands 
are in poor health

See PEER ANALYSIS on page 3

Beef producers in the U.S., Mex-
ico and Canada have signed an 
agreement to advocate for more 
oversight of lab-grown proteins, 
protect cattle from disease and 
promote the sustainability of the 
cattle industry. The joint statement 
builds on a previously signed state-
ment between the U.S. and Austra-
lia.

In addition to the signed agree-
ment, the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA), Confed-
eración Nacional de Organizacio-
nes Ganaderas (CNOG) and Cana-
dian Cattle Association (CCA) also 
submitted a letter to their respec-
tive trade leaders, urging them to 
open markets for beef exports and 
expand stronger oversight of beef 
imports. 

The groups said the North Amer-
ican cattle and beef supply chain 
represents 27% of the world’s beef 
production, and that producers 
provide the world with safe, high-

quality and sustainably produced 
beef. 

“Unfortunately, the three gov-
ernments have expanded market 
access for beef imports while pro-
viding little opportunities for beef 
exports,” the industry groups said. 
“If this continues, it will place North 
American cattle producers at a 
competitive disadvantage to other 
beef producers, including South 
America.”

The letter noted that Brazil and 
Paraguay have been given access to 
the U.S. market, Brazil and Argen-
tina were given access to the Mex-
ico market and the United King-
dom gained access to Canada, “but 
none of these actions have resulted 
in meaningful reciprocal trade for 
U.S., Mexican, or Canadian beef 
products.”

NCBA has previously objected to 
allowing Brazil access to the Amer-
ican market due to previous issues 
with the country failing to report 

cases of atypical bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy in a timely man-
ner. The group noted that countries 
are required to report cases within 
24 hours, a standard the U.S. has 
continuously met, whereas Brazil 
has delayed reporting cases from 
35 days to nearly two years.

“That lack of transparency in-
creases the risk to food safety and 
makes Brazil an unreputable trad-
ing partner,” NCBA said.

The letter concluded by asking 
trade officials to continue holding 
trading partners accountable and 
to promote science-based and 
rules-based standards that pro-
mote sustainable practices.

The letter and joint statement 
were signed at the CNOG 2024 
convention in Hermosillo, Sonora, 
Mexico by NCBA President Mark 
Eisele, CNOG President Sr. Home-
ro García de la Llata and CCA Pres-
ident Nathan Phinney. — Anna 
Miller, WLJ managing editor

North American producers 
raise trade oversight concerns

— Pasture to Plate Tour
The California Beef Council (CBC) recently hosted its Pasture to Plate 

Beef Tour, an immersive experience designed to educate foodservice, 
retail and nutrition professionals about the beef production process. 

“The tour offers the beef industry a chance to tell the true story of the 
beef lifecycle to the people that work to keep beef on consumer’s plates,” 
Bill Dale, CBC executive director, told WLJ. “For over a decade, the CBC 
has continued to support this immersion experience as it has proven 
time and again that opening our doors generates trust in what we do, 
solidifying attendees’ commitment to our product.”

The tour, which started in 2013 with a grant from the Federation of 
State Beef Councils, reached its peak this year in April with a record-
breaking 40 participants. The tour serves as a platform for an open and 
transparent dialogue about the beef industry, featuring a diverse range 
of stops, including a cow-calf ranch, dairy farm, feedyard and beef pro-
cessing plant. Attendees also heard from guest speakers shedding light 
on current beef topics and had opportunities to interact with cattle 
ranchers and dairy producers throughout the tour.

The first evening was a unique experience at Buchenau Ranch in 
Madera, CA. Michele Lasgoity and her husband, Mark Peters, shared 

CBC welcomes foodservice 
professionals on its beef tour

See TOUR on page 5

Cash trade rallied mid-week, bringing futures higher with it. Slaughter 
levels through Thursday were running a few thousand head behind a 
week earlier, just ahead of the Memorial Day weekend. 

Live cattle futures were higher. The June contract gained close to $2, 
closing at $167.30, while the August contract gained just over a dollar, 
closing at $164.77.

“Many of the nearby live cattle contracts are trading at new contract 
highs as the market continues to rally on Wednesday's strong 
performance in the cash cattle sector,” wrote ShayLe Stewart, 
DTN livestock analyst, in her Thursday midday comments.

“It’s been a good week for cattle market bulls,” wrote Cassie 
Fish, market analyst, in The Beef. “The negotiated fed cattle 
trade was active and at higher money.”

Cash trade through Thursday totaled more than 85,000 
head. Live steers sold from $170-185, averaging $178.16. 
Dressed steers sold from $280-287, averaging $284.86.

Cash trade through the week ending May 19 totaled 75,035 
head. Live steers averaged $175.51, and dressed steers aver-
aged $280.69.

Slaughter through Thursday totaled 498,000 head. Projected slaughter 
for a week earlier is estimated at 642,000 head. Actual slaughter for the 
week ending May 13 was 644,313 head. The average dressed steer weight 
was 891 lbs., 4 lbs. lower than the prior week.

Boxed beef prices traded mostly steady, with the Choice cutout up $1.63 
to $299.94 and the Select cutout up 93 cents to $284.54.

“Packers will likely slow production in July and August to attempt to 
back cattle prices down, but they will be challenged to do so in a meaning-

ful amount,” Fish said. “This 
year’s summer low may be a 
higher low than many 

See MARKETS on page 5

Grilling season gets its official start

Beef audit reveals efficiency, 
food safety as top priorities

A Crow Publica-
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GOING MAD — USDA confirms 
atypical case of bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy found in a beef cow 
at a South Carolina slaughter facility. 
Page 8

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

This week we are looking back to 
EPA crackdowns. “Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 7 has 
taken a series of civil enforcement 
actions against six beef feedlot 
operations in Iowa, Kansas and 
Nebraska for violations of the Clean 
Water Act as part of an increased 
emphasis aimed at ending harmful 
discharges of pollutants from 
concentrated animal feeding 
operations (CAFOs) into the region’s 
rivers and streams,” read the May 31, 
2010, WLJ article.
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Initial findings have been released for the 2022 National Beef Quality Audit.

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

WEEK ENDING: 5-25-23

CME FEEDER
$208.14

DRESSED STEERS
$284.08

LIVE STEERS
 $177.39

5 AREA WEEKLY WTD 
AVERAGE STEER PRICE
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— Still some challenges
Preliminary results from the 2022 

National Beef Quality Audit (NBQA) 
revealed increased efficiency across 
the beef supply chain as consumers 
expect the industry to provide a safe, 
quality product. 

The beef audit started in 1991 and 
has been conducted every five years. 
The last audit was conducted in 
2016, with the most recent audit 
delayed due to the pandemic. The 
purpose of NBQA is to provide a set 
of measurements for beef producers 
to assess industry progress on vari-
ous issues to determine quality con-
formance that will affect beef de-
mand from consumers. 

Since the first audit, industry con-
cerns have evolved to include not 
only carcass quality and blemishes, 
but food safety, sustainability, ani-
mal welfare and the growing discon-
nect between producers and con-
sumers.

See BEEF AUDIT on page 8

— Conserve 3 million 
acre-feet

After months of negotiations, the 
Colorado River Lower Basin states of 
Arizona, California and Nevada have 
reached an agreement to conserve 
their water supplies over the next 
three years in exchange for money 
from the federal government.

The states agreed to conserve 3 
million acre-feet (an acre-foot is 
325,851 gallons) through 2026, with 
2.3 million acre-feet compensated 
through the Inflation Reduction Act 
(IRA). According to Cal Matters, a 
nonprofit news agency, the plan will 
save 13% of the states’ allocation and 
the payments could total $1.2 billion. 

Though no specific details of the 
agreement have been released, Cali-
fornia is expected to save 1.6 million 
acre-feet—similar to what the state 
earlier proposed—which will affect 
farmers in the Imperial Irrigation 
District (IID). The district announced 

it is increasing its conservation by 
250,000 acre-feet per year, contingent 
upon developing a federal funding 
agreement.

In addition to IID, the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, 
the Palo Verde Irrigation District, the 
Coachella Valley Water District, the 
Fort Yuma Quechan Tribe and the 
Bard Water District are anticipated to 
assist in meeting California’s conser-
vation volumes and utilize IRA fund-
ing. Arizona and Nevada will make up 
the difference in addition to previ-
ously agreed cutbacks.

J.B. Hamby, chairman of the Colo-
rado River Board of California, said in 
a statement the plan “will generate 
unprecedented volumes of conserva-
tion that will build elevation in Lake 
Mead, make strategic use of the im-
proved hydrology, and build upon 
partnerships within and among 
states, urban water agencies, agricul-
tural irrigation districts, and Basin 

Tribes who rely upon and share the 
Colorado River.”

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
Commissioner Camille Calimlim 
Touton called the agreement “an im-
portant step forward towards our 
shared goal of forging a sustainable 
path for the basin that millions of 
people call home.”

The Department of the Interior said 
it would withdraw its draft Supple-
mental Environmental Impact State-
ment so the agency could consider 
the proposal. 

In April, BOR released a plan that 
considered two ways to force cuts for 
the Lower Basin states to reduce usage 
between 2-4 million acre-feet. One 
targeted Arizona and Nevada, using a 
decades-old water priority system that 
would have benefited California and 
some Tribes. The other would have 
been a percentage cut across the 
board. — Charles Wallace, WLJ editor

Colorado River Lower Basin 
states reach an agreement

— Significant nexus test 
dead

In a win for landowners across 
the country, the Supreme Court 
of the United States (SCOTUS) 
ruled on May 25 in favor of the 
Idaho landowners in the case 
Sackett v. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA). The decision 
narrows the EPA’s authority to 
regulate wetlands under the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) and also 
kills the significant nexus test.

“(The test) caused a lot of 
problems for landowners across 
the country, and we are happy to 
see that test go away,” said Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion (NCBA) Chief Counsel 
Mary-Thomas Hart in a released 
audio recording.

“The holding against the sig-
nificant nexus test is certainly at 
a minimum going to require the 
Biden administration to pull 

their 2023 (Waters of the U.S.) 
definition back for some serious 
reconsideration and revisions,” 
she said, adding, “There’s more 
work to be done there, but I think 
today’s the day to celebrate.”

Removing the significant nex-
us test will provide more regula-
tory certainty for producers, Hart 
said. In an amicus brief to the 
Supreme Court, NCBA argued 
one of the issues with the test was 
the criminal liability with CWA 
violations. 

“There’s no way we can consti-
tutionally hold someone liable 
for a violation of the Clean Water 
Act if they’re not even aware that 
they’re violating the Clean Water 
Act,” Hart said. “The significant 
nexus test was so broad and so 
vague that someone could vio-
late the Clean Water Act without 
even realizing it.”

SCOTUS weakens Clean 
Water Act protections

See CWA on page 7

Remembering our 
fallen heroes on 

Memorial 
Day.
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Fewer cattle, More pounds

It’s been a quiet week in 
the cattle markets so far 
this week. Packers have 

been aggressive cash buyers 
for the past three weeks, with 
90,000 plus head purchases. 
Seasonally, we should be in the 
thick of high-volume beef sales 
and the beef cutout should 
reach its seasonal high. 

The Choice cutout finally moved off last week’s low, 
gaining $12-13 printing at $306.00. Packers have been 
very cautious about production and there was talk of 
closing some days and reducing hours at fed beef 
plants. Packers are losing around $100 per head at 
this point and are reporting large first-quarter losses.

There was a little fed trade at mid-week at $184 in 
Kansas and $187 in Nebraska. Most market analysts 
are expecting to see steady to higher trade. June live 
cattle futures showed a $10 basis to the cash market, 
which should allow hedged feeders to sell more fed 
cattle, or as many as packers want to kill.

The irony is that they produced more beef and sold 
it for more money. We’re producing twice the 
amount of Prime beef compared to five years ago, 
which is the high-value stuff that typically appeals to 
a smaller but more affluent market. As a matter of 
fact, we are producing as much Prime as we are Se-
lect beef. Feeders are simply adding more weight to 
their existing cattle rather than buying expensive re-
placements. Cattle feeders are adding additional 
weight at $1.07 a pound and keeping them for up to 
200 days on feed.

The boys at HedgersEdge.com said the previous 
week, “The harvest level last week was reported at 
622,000 head, unchanged from the prior week and 
22,000 below the same week a year ago. The cattle 
harvest YTD is already 527,000 below year-ago levels. 
The reduction is approximately 50% fed cattle, while 
the balance is reduced cow harvest. The steer and 
heifer carcass weights are 30 and 24 pounds above 
year-ago levels, respectively. Average carcass weights 
(inclusive of cows) are 32 pounds above the prior 
year. (This actual weight data is for the week ending 
4/27/24). For the most recent reporting week, the in-
crease in average carcass weights is equivalent to 
adding approximately 24,000 (head) to the weekly 
harvest. 

“Seasonally, carcass weights should trend lower in-
to the late May/early June period. The combination 
of reduced total harvest levels (down 4.4% YTD) and 
higher carcass weights results in total beef produc-
tion being down only 2.1% YTD.  Although time is 
quickly running out, the seasonal trend still favors an 
advance in the beef cutout. Better get going.”

Now, we enter that part of the beef cycle where beef 
plants will start closing. The folks who publish the 
Cattle Report pointed out, “President Joe Biden took 
office vowing to improve the competition in the meat 
processing arena for all beef producers. He immedi-
ately began a series of grants, offering funds and low-
interest rate loans to small, underserved, and unrep-
resented minorities of women and people of color. 
Small beef processing facilities across the country 
were expanded and a few were reopened.

“Those were days of Covid, and beef processing 
margins were record high, with some reaching close 
to $1,000/head. The continuing decline in the na-
tion’s cattle herd soon brought a halt to the world of 
excess profits and created a new and currently exist-
ing struggle for those in the beef processing business 
to turn a profit. Even the largest and most efficient 
plants have been mired in red ink for months, with 
no letup in sight.

“Inevitably, the government largesse, which was 
misdirected in the first place, has created economic 
harm to the recipients of the grants it intended to 
help. The smallest facilities frequently have slaughter 
costs—double or triple the cost of slaughtering an an-
imal at a large beef plant. If the big plants are losing 
$100/head, the smaller facilities are losing $300/
head, and no letup is in sight. Many of these small 
operations are now up for sale and face little prospect 
of finding a buyer.

“Closing the least efficient facilities is the pathway 
for restoring financial health to more efficient opera-
tions. The question is always how deep you have to 
cut. The large plants are owned by only four compa-
nies, and none will want to give up the market share 
they would lose by closing a plant.”

We’ve seen this drama before and we all know 
change is constant. We can adjust to business chang-
es. We can’t change Mother Nature, but we can pray 
for more spring rain in the west. — PETE CROW
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GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION THE IMPORTANCE OF AN  
INDEPENDENT FEDERAL RESERVE 

Before we discuss the plans Trump advisors are hatching 
to jettison the Federal Reserve’s independence, let’s concede 
that every president covets the Fed’s power to set interest rates. 
Donald Trump wouldn’t be the first to try to grab some of that 
power. His predecessors in making the effort include Harry 
Truman, Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon. 

Even those presidents who stood by silent as the central 
bank did its thing surely winced when it raised interest rates 
or declined to lower them. High interest rates can lose elec-
tions. No president wants them. Neither do farmers, ranchers 
and other business borrowers. If taking away the Fed’s inde-
pendence keeps interest rates low, then, isn’t that a good 
thing? 

Let’s start by acknowledging that the Fed isn’t completely 
independent. Congress created it in 1913 and what Congress 
does, Congress can undo. In 1978, Congress changed the Fed’s 
marching orders, mandating that it pursue maximum employ-
ment as well as price stability. Moreover, elected officials 
determine who serves on the Federal Reserve Board. Its 
seven governors are appointed by the president and con-
firmed by the Senate. 

But once confirmed, the governors serve 14-year terms, 
which gives them a considerable degree of independence. 
They can only be removed for cause—and not because the 
president or the Congress disagrees with their policy views. 
And that’s not the Fed’s only protection from politics. An-
other is the composition of the Federal Open Market Com-
mittee (FOMC), the arm of the Fed that decides monetary 
policy. Five presidents of the 12 Federal Reserve banks join 
the seven governors on the FOMC, and they’re elected by 
private banks that are members of the Federal Reserve System. 

Politicians can and do express their differences with the 
open-market committee’s decisions, sometimes in heated 
terms. But short of making drastic changes in the whole 
central-bank system—the nuclear option—that’s all they can 
do. Our monetary policymakers are free to make unpopular 
moves without fear of losing their jobs. 

Why does the U.S. thus insulate its monetary decision mak-
ers from political interference? Sometimes high interest rates 
are necessary; without them inflation can spin out of control. 
Yet even when necessary, imposing them requires a level of 
political courage that’s unreasonable to expect from those 
who must face the electorate every two, four or six years. Bet-
ter to leave them to appointed experts with 14-year terms. 

It’s not just the U.S. that has come to this conclusion. Most 
countries have quasi-independent central banks for similar 
reasons. 

What Trump’s advisors are said to be considering falls into 

the nuclear-option category. According to The Wall Street 
Journal’s Fed reporter Nick Timiraos, the president would be 
consulted on interest-rate decisions. Fed regulations would 
be subjected to White House review. The Treasury would act 
as a check on the Fed’s emergency lending decisions. Oh, and 
Trump would replace Jerome Powell before his term as Fed 
chair expires in 2026. Trump appointed Powell to the chair-
manship but was upset when the Fed then raised rates during 
his presidency. 

Unless Congress went along, the legality of all this is ques-
tionable. There would almost certainly be litigation. It 
wouldn’t be surprising if the courts derailed the proposals. 
Financial markets would probably get there first. They’d throw 
a tantrum. To understand why, it’s helpful to connect four 
facts: 

• The Fed sets short-term interest rates. Supply and demand 
in the bond market set long-term rates. 

• Bond prices and bond yields move inversely. For example: 
If you’ve bought a $1,000 bond with a 5% interest rate, your 
interest income is $50 a year. If the market price of the bond 
falls to $500, the buyer still gets $50 a year, but $50 isn’t 5% of 
$500. It’s 10%. As the bond’s price falls, its yield rises. 

• Inflation is good for borrowers and bad for creditors, be-
cause the loan (bond, in this case) gets repaid in devalued 
dollars. 

• When the bond market sniffs inflation, the resulting selloff 
can cause financial chaos. Among other things, stocks usu-
ally plummet, too—the higher yields render bonds more at-
tractive as investment vehicles—and the higher yields make 
the government’s debt soar. 

Investors view the Fed’s independence as a bulwark against 
irresponsible monetary policy. They fear that if politicians set 
interest rates, they’ll keep them low even when economic 
conditions dictate they should be high. That is, if politicians 
are setting interest rates, runaway inflation is a serious risk. 
Odds are high, in other words, that an attack on the Fed’s in-
dependence would indeed trigger a long-term bond selloff. 

This is why these proposals aren’t a good thing, even for 
business borrowers. They won’t work because they ignore the 
role markets play in setting interest rates. Financial chaos 
would likely make the White House withdraw them. For farm-
ers and ranchers, there’s also the problem that when bond 
yields leap higher, so do mortgage rates. 

According to Timiraos, the proposals Trump’s advisors are 
plotting haven’t yet received the candidate’s blessing. It would 
be better for the economy, investors, the federal debt and 
business borrowers if they never do. — Urban Lehner, DTN 
editor emeritus

GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION TOGETHERALL OFFERS MENTAL 
HEALTH SUPPORT TO AGRICULTURE

Throughout the years, I have seen our agriculture com-
munity come together during times of need. Wildfires, floods, 
droughts, tornadoes and hurricanes, for example, all bring 
the appropriate awareness from news headlines, but what 
about the mental health crisis affecting the people in our in-
dustry? The chronic, sometimes daily struggles of farmers and 
ranchers, whether financial, family, weather, economic, or 
regulatory in nature, all play a role in our daily lives. Often, we 
are left to absorb the hardships alone.

That is why I’m thrilled that the American Farm Bureau and 
the Farm Family Wellness Alliance recently came together to 
unveil a new resource that can help all of us in agriculture 
remember we are not alone. It is an electronic platform called 
Togetherall, a tool developed to bring mental health aware-
ness and support to others. For my fellow millennials, think 
Twitter meets Reddit; only so much better. For my older and 
wiser folks, think of a virtual gathering of peers without nam-
etags or introductions. In this column, I’m sharing my “real-
time” experience using Togetherall.

Signing up was pretty easy. I opened my web browser on 
my phone, typed in fb.org/farmstateofmind, and then scrolled 
to the Togetherall logo. Once I clicked on the logo and was 
taken to the Togetherall website, I was greeted with a bright 
yet simple home page where I clicked the join button and 
filled out my information. A username is autogenerated for 
me; the name gives me a slight laugh. It is both uplifting and 
random. 

Next, I was asked to fill out some basic demographic infor-
mation, although it’s important to note I was allowed to be as 
specific or vague as I felt comfortable with. After completing 

that section, I clicked the community button and looked over 
my options. Truthfully, I was impressed!

When I first joined, I noticed that there were different com-
munities, such as health care professionals, parents, first re-
sponders, teachers, and, of course, agriculture. Within these 
communities, there are separate groups. For example, there 
was a group dedicated to uplifting and positive posts and 
others specifically for people to vent.  

I soon found myself scrolling through posts. The postings 
found on Togetherall are honest, genuine and heartfelt. Even 
today, as I continue to browse the platform, I empathize with 
the members voicing struggles and smile as other anonymous 
users post supportive reflections. Although it has never been 
a question in my mind that folks in agriculture are there for 
each other when times are tough, it is wonderful to see the 
agricultural community support each other in this new way.  

It is exciting to have a platform where we can talk anony-
mously with other people in our agricultural family who “get 
us.” We can go to Togetherall to voice hurt, frustration, or even 
anger on the hard days and offer fellowship and support on 
the days we are strong. Having a day that feels like everything 
is going against you and you just want to quit? Why not take 
a minute for self-care and scroll Togetherall? Scroll through 
postings that will make you smile that will make you laugh. 
Scroll through postings that make you feel like you are not 
alone. But most of all, log onto Togetherall to gain hope and 
support so that the hard days do not stick to us like the beast 
they can be and rather roll off of us like freshly made hay bales 
roll out of a bailer onto our fields. — Sarah Covington, 
American Farm Bureau Federation
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and creditor claims and re-
cover any fraudulent transfers. 

Initial activities
According to the quarterly 

report, Fahey had to initially 
ascertain the amount of cattle 
and inventory the supply of 

fresh and frozen meat. Josh 
Link, co-owner and executive 
director, reported 17,852 head 
of cattle owned by Agridime 
in October 2023. Upon inves-
tigation by Fahey, the com-
pany owned only approxi-
mately 9,900 head, and more 
than 2,000 of these were under 
retained ownership.

“Finding the cattle and as-
certaining accurate current 

numbers were challenging; 
Mr. Link’s inventory con-
tained general location infor-
mation with no specific con-
tact information, some loca-
tions were under the control 
of Mr. Link or his family mem-
bers and some of the specific 
locations in Mr. Link’s inven-
tory were reluctant to share 
any cattle information with 
the Receivership without sig-

nificant back-and-forth ef-
fort,” court documents state. 

Fahey also found that Agri-
dime claimed a meat inven-
tory of over $83 million on 
Dec. 11, 2023, but after con-
ducting a thorough inventory, 
the company actually had ap-
proximately $20 million in 
meat on hand across its ware-
houses in Arizona, Kansas, 
and Texas. The warehouses in 

Texas lacked proper refrigera-
tion, forcing the company to 
rent freezer boxes and refrig-
erated trailers, costing Agri-
dime about $140,000 month-
ly. 

Fahey also reduced the 
workforce from 83 employees 
to 40 positions by closing sev-
eral subsidiaries of the com-
pany. The companies closed 
included, Agridime Logistics 
LLC, a trucking subsidiary; 
Open Range Tallow, a com-
pany producing candles and 
skin care products using tal-
low; Farm Fresh Grill, a com-
pany-run food truck; Farm to 
Home Market, an online plat-
form for ranchers to sell their 
products and Gilbert Greens, 
a subsidiary raising “micro-
greens” for sale on Agridime’s 
retail website.

Fahey also hired a law firm 
and forensic accountant to 
preserve and protect the as-
sets. An inventory as of March 
31, 2024, showed Agridime 
owned several buildings in 
Hope and Harrington, KS, 

valued over $1.1 million and 
a farm in Abingdon, IL. 

Prospective buyer
According to the report, Fa-

hey has engaged with several 
interested parties regarding the 
acquisition of Agridime’s as-
sets. Fahey said he is in “serious 
discussions” with a North Da-
kota-based investor group that 
is interested in purchasing 
Agridime’s assets including the 
remaining meat and cattle and 
to continue operating the 
American Grazed Beef name.

The report states if Fahey is 
presented with a reasonable 
offer, he plans to seek court 
approval for the sale, notify all 
relevant stakeholders, and pro-
vide a reasonable notice period 
for the execution of the sale.

Fahey stated work remains 
in the case, but suggested set-
ting an initial deadline of July 
31, 2024, for the submission of 
a liquidation plan to address 
the matters comprehensively. 
— Charles Wallace, WLJ con-
tributing editor

AGRIDIME
(from page 1)

“Serious discussions” with potential buyer

American, Australian cattle 
producers ink partnership pact

— Collaboration on 
key issues

The National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA) and 
Cattle Australia (CA) solidified 
their collaboration with the 
signing of a joint statement. 
The agreement aims to 
strengthen their partnership, 
focusing on cattle health, lab-
grown proteins, and sustain-
ability.

At Beef2024 in Rockhamp-
ton, Australia, CA Chair Garry 
Edwards joined NCBA Presi-
dent Mark Eisele in signing the 
statement, urging collabora-
tion on key issues affecting 
cattle producers in both coun-
tries.

“In signing the joint state-
ment of priorities, we are en-
couraging the Australian and 
U.S. governments to join forc-
es in combating devastating 
foreign animal diseases, pro-
moting sustainable global 
trade that encourage efficient 
production practices, and en-
suring science-based food 
safety and marketing regula-
tions of emerging food tech-
nologies such as lab-grown 
proteins,” Edwards said in a 
statement. 

The joint statement outlines 
both countries’ commitment 
to protecting cattle health by 
addressing the growing trans-
national threat of foreign ani-
mal diseases such as Foot-
and-Mouth and Lumpy Skin 
diseases. Addressing these 
severe animal diseases neces-
sitates national readiness 
planning and global collabo-
ration, emphasizing the im-
mediate and ongoing invest-
ment in vital infrastructure 
and preparedness measures 
in each nation to safeguard 

against and effectively man-
age outbreaks of foreign ani-
mal diseases.

The two organizations, re-
sponsible for overseeing 
around 50% of Australia’s land 
area and 800 million acres of 
wildlife habitat in the US, urge 
their respective governments 
to acknowledge the significant 
role cattle producers play in 
safeguarding the environ-
ment.

“It is critically important 
that our governments pro-
mote livestock production as 
an effective tool in land and 
resource management and a 
necessity for achieving climate 
improvement initiatives,” the 
joint statement said. 

The statement also dis-
cussed the rise of lab-grown 
proteins. While many tech-
nologies are in the develop-
mental phase, the groups urge 
regulatory bodies to thor-
oughly evaluate them to en-
sure they don’t pose risks to 
consumer health and food 
safety. Additionally, under-
standing the potential long-
term impacts on human 
health, nutrition, and the en-
vironment is essential for 
regulatory authorities.

“Regulatory authorities 
should ensure that lab-grown 
proteins are clearly identified 
on packaging to limit con-
sumer confusion,” the state-
ment read. “The growing 
global consumer base wants 
access to safe, nutritious beef, 
produced from cattle that are 
sustainably and efficiently 
raised in a natural environ-
ment—not in a bioreactor.”

Following the signing of the 
statement, NCBA and CA reaf-
firmed their commitment to 
continue collaborating with 

their respective governments. 
They will advocate for policies 
that safeguard cattle health, 
recognize the sustainability of 
the cattle industry, and estab-
lish appropriate regulations 
for lab-grown protein.

“America’s cattle farmers 
and ranchers stand with Aus-

tralia’s cattle producers and 
look forward to being partners 
in combatting foreign animal 
diseases, promoting sustain-
ability and ensuring proper 
oversight of lab-grown pro-
teins,” Eisele said. — Charles 
Wallace, WLJ contributing 
editor

RANCH & PERFORMANCERANCH & PERFORMANCE 
HORSE SALE

For more information, call Cory Shelman 208-539-1567
  Like us on Facebook at Shelman Family Ranch and Performance Horse Sale  

SHELMAN FAMILYSHELMAN FAMILYSHELMAN FAMILYSHELMAN FAMILY

View our View our 
Preview & Sale Day Events Preview & Sale Day Events LIVE LIVE atat 

www.ShelmanFamilyHorses.comwww.ShelmanFamilyHorses.com
Call before sale day to register to bid over the phone.Call before sale day to register to bid over the phone.

21ST 21ST 
ANNUALANNUAL

• BURNS, OREGON
at the Shelman Ranch           10 miles east of Burns, OR

JUNE 7 & 8JUNE 7 & 8

Selling Selling 8080 Ranch Horses, Rope Horses,   Ranch Horses, Rope Horses,  
Rodeo Horses & Reined Cowhorses, Rodeo Horses & Reined Cowhorses, 

Prospects & Breeding Stock.Prospects & Breeding Stock.
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MARKET SITUATION REPORTMARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

CANADACANADA
May 15

943
460-510 440-494 390-437 387-437 360-416 294-364 160-193

Lethbridge, Alberta 390-438 375-422 358-408 327-359 315-356 300-324 202-265

May 10 7,030 385-430 330-370 300-330 280-317 250-282 237.50-245 230 109-136 975-2,650
Alabama 322-365 290-344 255-310 235-280 220-260 205-227 114-166 750-2,200
May 13 671 307-320* 296-380* 290-387.50* 290-319* 260-297* 241-255* 180-237.85* 112-148 2,550
Lexington, KY 285-297* 293-323* 260-300* 248-293* 230-283* 172.50-232* 160-197* 148-165 1,025
May 13 6,686 340-400 320-390 295-347 270-299 245-275 223-250
Joplin, MO 320-355 285-330 262-302 237-258 222-233.50 203-221.75
May 13 5,442 243.75 102-147 1,500-3,450
Tennessee 225 205-210 123-179 960-2,100
May 13 3,864 300-340 272-335 186-332 230-311 170-269.25 185-231
Virginia 206-223 237.50-286 219-275 210-272 200-258 188-238 145-216

EA
ST

EA
ST

May 10 1,100 377.50 328.50-365 327.50-360 285.50-330 251.50-280 95-161 2,350-2,675
Willcox, AZ 272.50-292.50 238-278 251.50-261 221-255 221.50-237.50 115-179 1,150-1,425
May 13 6,639 369-401 345-397.50 303-352 276-311 220-264 187.50-240 82.50-175 1,275-3,900
Colorado 318-355 283-340 260-301 230-279 214-237 179-221 110-185 1,125-2,900
May 8 1,175 350-396 339-352 327-352 271-286 231-262 226-240 120-150
La Junta, CO 291-320 277-316 274-301 252-264 220-231 130-156 1,875-2,375
No report available
Loma, CO
May 15 1,795 350-362.50 300-308 284-298.50 250-264 218.25-240 120-149 2,350-2,985
Dodge City, KS 296 238-277 225-240 205-221 143-182 1,450-1,925
May 9 2,797 418 331-405 289-362.50 252.50-308 259-274 214-256.50 121-144.50
Pratt, KS 369 271-345 249.50-297.50 228-250 209-244 199-211.50 140-164 1,950-2,450
May 9 2,733 417 257.50-385 317.50-355 276.50-305 249-276 224.50-262
Salina, KS 317-350 317-337 297-325 253-290 225.50-247 197-235
May 9 1,355 352-398 326-370 278-320 248-294 230-241.50 172-225 122-139 1,425-2,800
Clovis, NM 334-340 252-310 240-266 238-265 220 108-154 1,300-1,900
May 14 1,200 365 317.50-362 295-330 285-312 257.50-275
El Reno, OK 320 275-310 262.50-277.50 240-267.50 215-228
May 14 760 365-403 327-365 297-328 253-292 206-259 201-220 121-143 1,450-2,600
McAlester, OK 326-353 285-327 251-281 222-260 192-240 153-170 142-171 1,025-2,000
May 14 8,350 375-382 314-369 289-347 270-294 234-274 197.50-259
Oklahoma City, OK 330-373 293-329 258-290 232-258 217-243 196-218
May 10 1,313 313-370 308-370 270-332 256-292 229-290 217-268 85-137 1,400-2,600
Cuero, TX 293-390 270-340 253-304 230-277 207-276 174-225 90-162 1,150-2,000
May 9 1,195 244-282 251-259.50 225-242 115-141 2,500
Dalhart, TX 278-293.50 231-256 223.50 171-214.50 130-164
May 9 665 352-366 314 276 115-133 1,275-2,400
San Angelo, TX 345 315-326 302 220 142-162 1,300-2,210
May 9 1,065 352 310-312 260-267 220-245 212.50-228 120 2,250-3,250
Tulia, TX 332 243 193-239 209-214 191-200
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May 13 9,255 345-409 325-383.50 274-365.50 230-328 246-278 202.75-259.75 100-149
Iowa 308-405 297-344 250.50-324 228.50-303 207-256.75 180-248 115-176.50
May 14 1,363 390 314-317 284 255 115-147 2,585-3,275
Miles City, MT 298 122-160 2,050-2,300
No report available
Bassett, NE
May 11 3,310 327.50-380 380 322.50-369.25 271-328 260.25-299 239-253.50 2,400-3,800
Ericson, NE 328-345 311-340 276-319 261-274 233-245 222-239.25 1,950-2,600
No report available
Imperial, NE
May 8 2,300 414 395-430 334-370 304-339 289.50-327 263-289 130-144
Kearney, NE 332-341 287-320 261-293.50 228-264.75 196-229.25 150-165
No report available
Lexington, NE
May 9 3,231 392.50 332.50-352 343-353 288-308 266-277 204.50-253.75
Ogallala, NE 345 321 283-304.50 256-288.50 251-262 175-232
No report available
Valentine, NE
No report available
Herreid, SD
No report available
Torrington, WY
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May 9 2,887 275-360 260-353 240-313 220-279 200-247 125-152
Orland, CA 255-330 240-333 220-288 200-248 180-216 120-161
May 15 N/A 75-120
Escalon, CA 90-142
May 13 1,004 275-320 280-350 280-320 250-308 225-234 180-200 100-165
Famoso, CA 270-310 270-329 250-303 210-261 180-221 120-146.50
May 15 2,240 300-370 270-340 230-307 200-262.50 200-251.50 50-140
Galt, CA 240-310 210-255 210-241 200-233 115-156
May 14 1,034 300-410 295-395 287-360 255-307.50 235-265 215-240 115-140
Turlock, CA 285-365 280-390 277-354 240-284 220-246 210-230 120-149
No report available
Salina, UT
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RW

ES
T

FA
RW

ES
T

May 10 N/A 260-312 260-307 250-306 235-297 220-270 200-247 118-141
Blackfoot, ID 260-286 250-280 235-285 225-268 205-240 195-234 125-15
May 9 250 317.50 320-328 285-293 105-159
Burley, ID 297-320 256 240 148-170
No report available
Emmett, ID
May 11 847 240-290* 236-294* 211-267* 220-262* 110-134 1,425-2,325
Eugene, OR 201-240* 229-280* 218-287* 204-259* 165-214* 132-149
May 13 663 271-295 205-253 120-138.50 2,300-3,400
Madras, OR 260-275 260-291 250-272 215-268 125-152 1,800-2,750
No report available
Vale, OR
May 13 495 315 190-302.50 75-275 160-255 142.50-247.50 122-244 81-2,000 2,000-2,700
Davenport, WA 250-270 207.50-262.50 60-252.50 152.50-245 140-245 137-202.50 70-227.50 1,925-2,175
No report available
Toppenish, WA
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Selected AuctionsSelected Auctions
Week Ending May 16, 2024Week Ending May 16, 2024

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

DATE
200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb. 500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up

SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
MARKET SLAUGHTER BULLS REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 2,082
May '24 113,504 Neg. Sales 21+ days 944
Jun. '24 100,708 Formula sales 3,809
Jul. '24 83,210 Forward contract sales 108
Aug. '24 82,421 Domestic sales 6,021
Sep. '24 93,520 NAFTA Exports 124

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: MAY 12, 2024NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: MAY 12, 2024
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 37,007 1,848
Formula 277,316 1,513
Negotiated Cash 86,178 218
Negotiated Grid 42,412 1,801
Packer Owned 12,232 N/A
Total 455,145 5,380

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES  
Live FOB Steer 319 1,318 184.65
Live FOB Heifer 417 1,212 184.00
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 35 1,450 184.00
Live FOB Heifer 1,925 1,275 185.00
Dressed Del Steer N/A N/A N/A
Dressed Del Heifer 90 888 295.00
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 4,767 1,444 176.81
Live FOB Heifer 2,191 1,304 176.50
Dressed Del Steer 3,042 924 279.99
Dressed Del Heifer 451 822 278.58

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your 

customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside! 
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

St Teresa, NM 
Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and 

yearlings sold 2.00 lower. Heifers steady 
to weak. Trade active, demand good. 

Supply consisted of steers and spayed 
heifers weighing 300-700 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 266-276
400-500 lbs 246-256
500-600 lbs 226-236

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 323-333
400-500 lbs 293-303
500-600 lbs 263-273

Presidio, TX 
Compared to last week, steer calves and 
yearlings sold 2.00 higher. Heifers 5.00 

higher Trade active, demand good. Supply 
consisted of steers and spayed heifers 

weighing 300-700 lbs..

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 265-275
400-500 lbs 245-255
500-600 lbs 225-235

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
300-400 lbs 322-332
400-500 lbs 292-302
500-600 lbs 262-272

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLEUSDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
May 16, 2024
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: 6,350 Week Ago EST: 7,600 Year Ago Act: 10,100

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 188.01 -0.49
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 186.78 -0.16
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 177.51 -0.30
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs N/A N/A
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 112.70 -0.61
*Price comparison from one week ago.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 lbs. All sales fob port of entry.)

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, May 3, 2024Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, May 3, 2024
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 309.51 292.38 300.84
601-700 lbs 293.99 286.09 287.79
701-800 lbs 264.53 269.47 273.59
801-900 lbs 245.74 N/A 241.09

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 292.32 294.71 270.28
501-600 lbs 270.34 N/A 258.50
601-700 lbs 253.71 250.80 255.32
701-800 lbs 232.30 233.38 235.86

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

5/5/2024 4/29/2024
Feeders 30,168 26,669 524,873 451,586

  CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
5/10 5/13 5/14 5/15 5/16 High* Low*

Jun. 17615 17558 17818 17825 17980 19633 15310
Aug. 17413 17340 17613 17653 17670 19975 16853
Oct. 17743 17683 17935 17970 18120 18438 16668
Dec. 18153 18133 18358 18383 18510 18713 17005

    CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
5/10 5/13 5/14 5/15 5/16 High* Low*

May 23880 23938 24328 24315 24553 25723 21608
Aug. 25090 25135 25568 25588 25870 26208 21920
Sep. 25198 25223 25663 25695 25968 27095 22268
Oct. 25288 25293 25725 25768 26020 26048 24910
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

4

CutoutsCutouts FED BOXED BEEFFED BOXED BEEF
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
May 16 310.15 296.51 273.95 83.38 377.50
May 15 306.77 294.31 271.80 N/A 348.10
May 14 304.39 293.82 271.69 77.58 351.00
May 13 298.95 287.18 272.18 88.00 349.00
May 10 294.57 284.17 270.72 88.50 346.00

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

May 10 6,944 297.43 251 318.00 1,256 301.60 2,159 295.57 818 289.16 2,460 275.01
May 3 6,467 298.71 236 321.11 1,229 301.01 2,063 296.02 669 290.84 2,268 275.23
April 26 7,004 299.19 251 322.80 1,339 301.85 2,207 297.99 823 290.98 2,385 277.84
April 19 6,908 300.88 274 327.02 1,440 304.51 2,136 298.50 674 292.46 2,385 277.73

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 5/16/2024This Week: 5/16/2024 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago
Choice Fed Steers 184.65  184.00 176.81

CME Feeder Index 242.33  240.38 202.61

Boxed Beef Average 310.15  259.39 298.31

Average Dressed Steers N/A  N/A 279.99

Live Slaughter Weight* 1,398 q 1,399 1,357

Weekly Slaughter** 622,000  619,000 646,000

Weekly Beef Production*** 526.6  523.9 526.5

Hide/Offal Value 10.86 q 11.41 12.71

Corn Price 4.62  4.47 5.56

  *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MMARKET ARKET NNEWSEWS
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maternal appeasing sub-
stance before slaughter to 
improve carcass characteris-
tics of finishing cattle,” re-
searchers found the product 
could be a potential alterna-
tive to improve carcass dress-
ing by alleviating the stress 
involved in the slaughter pro-
cess.

“Feedlot cattle are exposed 
to several stressors during 
processing for slaughter, such 
as handling, transport, and 
exposure to new environ-
ments, that directly impact 
their carcass and meat quality 
traits,” the study read. “There-
fore, strategies to mitigate 
stress in feedlot cattle prior to 
and during slaughter are war-
ranted.”

The researchers noted that 
administration of a maternal 
bovine appeasing substance 
(mBAS) should be passive 
and without physical han-
dling or processing, otherwise 
the benefits will be negated by 
the stressors. 

As oilers are often added to 
feedlot pens as self-treatment 
options for insecticides, the 
researchers hypothesized oil-
ers could also be used to ad-
minister FerAppease. The 
study looked at two experi-
ments: the use of oilers with 
mBAS on finishing cattle in a 
large-pen commercial feed-
yard in Oklahoma, and the 
use of oilers with or without 
mBAS in a small-pen research 
feedyard in Texas. The first 
experiment evaluated the ef-
fect of mBAS on carcass char-

acteristics, and the second 
experiment analyzed post-
slaughter serum cortisol con-
centrations and carcass traits.

Experiment 1
In the first experiment, 954 

Angus-influenced steers were 
sorted in six pens according 
to similar weights. An oiler 
containing FerAppease was 
placed in one of the pens a 
week before slaughter. This 
process was replicated across 
all six original pens within a 
64-day timeframe. Steers from 
each original pen were 
slaughtered on the same day.

Bodyweight gain and final 
bodyweights were similar be-
tween steers given mBAS and 
steers not given mBAS, which 
was expected due to the short 
administration timeframe 
and the lack of major stress-
ors. There was also no major 
difference in Choice or Prime 
grading, which was also ex-
pected due to the short ad-
ministration timeframe. The 
number of dark cutters de-
creased three-fold by treating 
with FerAppease.

Carcass dressing was found 
to be greater by 1.7 percentage 
points in steers administered 
mBAS.

“It seems plausible that 
mBAS administration in-
creased carcass dressing by 
alleviating the stress elicited 
by the slaughter process, thus 
reducing body tissue wastage 
and increasing (water holding 
capacity) of muscle cells,” the 
study said. 

Treatment effects on car-
cass dressing were not enough 

to impact hot carcass weights, 
however. 

Experiment 2
In the second experiment, 

80 Angus-influenced steers 
were housed in 16 different 
pens, arranged by four rows of 
four pens. Rows were alter-
nately assigned to receive an 
oiler containing FerAppease 
or a mineral oil placebo seven 
days prior to slaughter.

Blood samples were col-
lected from the steers at 
slaughter. No treatment ef-
fects were detected for body 
weight, as well as carcass mar-
bling score, backfat thickness, 
Longissimus muscle area, 
yield grade or proportion that 
graded Choice or Prime. As 
with the first experiment, 
steers in the second experi-
ment were not expected to see 
effects on bodyweight gain, 
muscle development or intra-
muscular and subcutaneous 
fat due to the short adminis-
tration period.

Carcass dressings were 
greater by 1 percentage point 
in steers that received mBAS, 
but not at a level to impact hot 
carcass weights. No treatment 
effects were noted for the 
number of steers classified as 
dark cutters, despite decreas-
ing two-fold in mBAS-treated 
steers.

Plasma concentration of 
cortisol upon slaughter de-
creased by 44% in mBAS 
steers. “This outcome sup-
ports our hypothesis and pro-
vides initial evidence that 
mBAS administration allevi-
ated the stress elicited during 

processing for slaughter,” the 
study authors said.

The researchers noted ad-
ditional research is warranted 
to validate their rationale that 
the increases in carcass weight 
may be associated with less 
body tissue wastage and in-

creased water holding capac-
ity of muscle cells.

Overall, the researchers 
concluded administering Fe-
rAppease to finishing cattle 
reduced the cortisol response 
elicited by the process of 
slaughter, which likely result-

ed in increased carcass dress-
ing. However, they added that 
further research is still war-
ranted to further characterize 
the benefits of mBAS use in 
finishing cattle prior to 
slaughter. — Anna Miller, 
WLJ managing editor

FER
(from page 1)

FerAppease reduces cortisol response

For bulls whose job it is 
to breed cows, their fitness 
test often comes in the form 
of a breeding soundness 
exam (BSE) completed by 
a veterinarian in the weeks 
ahead of pasture turnout, 
say the experts at the Kan-
sas State (K-State) Univer-
sity Beef Cattle Institute.

Speaking on a recent 
“Cattle Chat” podcast, K-
State veterinarian Bob Lar-
son said there are several 
components to a breeding 
soundness exam.

“With that exam, we 
make sure the bull is in 
good body condition and 
that his feet and legs are 
sound. We also palpate the 
scrotum and observe his 
penis to be sure it moves 
freely. And then we test a 
semen sample to assess the 
quality of the sperm he is 
producing,” Larson said.

Relating to the semen 
sample, K-State veterinari-
an Brian Lubbers explained 

what the base criteria are 
for the semen to pass.

“We want 70% of the 
bull’s sperm cells to be nor-
mal morphology and 30% 
of those cells to have a nor-
mal, forward-progressive 
motility,” Lubbers said.

These tests are typically 
done in the spring before 
the bulls are turned out 
into breeding pastures with 
the females.

Unfortunately, not all 
bulls pass their breeding 
soundness exam. That can 
happen for a variety of rea-
sons, said the veterinarians.

So that begs the question: 
What should producers do 
with a bull who fails the 
exam? 

“It really depends on the 
age of the bull and why he 
failed,” Lubbers said.

If the bull is around 12 
months of age and he fails 
on semen quality, Larson 
recommends producers 
retest the bull in a few 

weeks. 
“Because of the cattle 

breeds that we have in the 
U.S., I don’t expect all bulls 
will be fertile at 12 months 
of age, but by the time they 
are 15 months old, their age 
should not be a limiting 
factor,” Larson said.

Lubbers said there are 
some health challenges re-
lating to a bull’s movement 
that can cause him to fail on 
exam day, but as he recov-
ers that should not be a 
barrier to him passing a 
future evaluation. 

“If he has a foot abscess, 
he will fail the exam but 
that is easy to treat and his 
prognosis of being able to 
return to breeding is good,” 
Lubbers said. “However, if 
he only has 20% normal 
sperm under the micro-
scope, he may never pass. 
And that is why some fails 
are different than others.” 
— K-State Research and 
Extension

What to do when a bull fails a BSE

Sat., May 18 • Sat., June 8 • Sat., June 22

These sales will feature some of the best cattle producers the state These sales will feature some of the best cattle producers the state 
of California has to offer, so whether your cattle are enrolled in a of California has to offer, so whether your cattle are enrolled in a 

special program or not, these are the sales for you!special program or not, these are the sales for you!

4242ndnd

ANNUALANNUAL
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Showcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder Sales

TURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARDTURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARD
Contra Costa-Alameda and San Joaquin-Stanislaus 

County Cattlemen’s Associations

2024 Upcoming                                        Sales                               

Merced-Mariposa • Santa Clara • Napa-Solano • Madera 
Calaveras • Tuolumne • Fresno-Kings • San Benito • Tahoe

ALSO SELLING CATTLE FROM THESE CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS:

FEATURING A SPECIAL SECTION OF NHTC-CERTIFIED ANGUS-SIRED CALVES FEATURING A SPECIAL SECTION OF NHTC-CERTIFIED ANGUS-SIRED CALVES 
AND RED ANGUS AND CHAROLAIS SECTION AS WELL!AND RED ANGUS AND CHAROLAIS SECTION AS WELL!

Online Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.com

209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811 • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

Call today to consign your cattle!

Max Olvera  209-277-2063
Steve Faria 209-988-7180Steve Faria 209-988-7180
Justin Ramos  209-844-6372Justin Ramos  209-844-6372
John Luiz  209-480-5101John Luiz  209-480-5101
Jake Bettencourt Jake Bettencourt  209-262-4019 209-262-4019
Travis Johnson Travis Johnson  209-996-8645209-996-8645
Tim Sisil  209-631-6054Tim Sisil  209-631-6054

John Bourdet  831-801-2343John Bourdet  831-801-2343
Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527Celeste Settrini 831-320-1527
Matt Miller  209-914-5116Matt Miller  209-914-5116
Brandon Baba  209-480-1267Brandon Baba  209-480-1267
Bud Cozzi  Bud Cozzi  209-652-4480209-652-4480
Eddie Nunes In Memory of Eddie Nunes In Memory of 

1944-20241944-2024
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RENO, NVRENO, NV

������������
COTTONWOOD, CACOTTONWOOD, CA
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COTTONWOOD, CACOTTONWOOD, CA

When marketing your When marketing your 
calves at TLAY, don’t forget calves at TLAY, don’t forget 

how essential  the 2how essential  the 2 ndnd 
round of shots is. Make round of shots is. Make 

sure to include a modifi ed sure to include a modifi ed 
live vaccination.live vaccination.

SALE SALE 
DAY IS DAY IS 

PAY DAYPAY DAY

Specials dedicated to showcasing calves and yearlings Specials dedicated to showcasing calves and yearlings 
from consignors with 50 head or less at 9 a.mfrom consignors with 50 head or less at 9 a.m..

Tuesday, May 21  • Tuesday, June 4  •  Tuesday, June 18
TLAY Spring Feeder SalesTLAY Spring Feeder Sales

Tuesday, July 2  —  Sale at noon
Special Red Angus Herd Reduction SaleSpecial Red Angus Herd Reduction Sale

Mangante RanchMangante Ranch —— ������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������
These outstanding quality fi rst-calf heifers and second- and third-calf cows to These outstanding quality fi rst-calf heifers and second- and third-calf cows to 

8-year-olds are east side foothills exposed and are bred to top Red Angus bulls.8-year-olds are east side foothills exposed and are bred to top Red Angus bulls.

— Stringent safety 
protocols

The Association of Ameri-
can Feed Control Officials 
(AAFCO) is disputing media 
reports linking the connection 
between dried poultry litter in 
dairy cattle diets and the 
spread of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI) virus on 
dairy farms. 

Austin Therrell, executive 
director of AAFCO, said in a 
statement that while theoreti-
cally possible, it is doubtful that 
the illness was transmitted 
through animal feed, high-
lighting stringent food safety 
protocols in place.

Therrell said the AAFCO In-
gredient Definition Request 
Process undergoes thorough 
scrutiny and transparency. It 
involves scientific evaluation 
by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration’s Center for Veterinary 
Medicine and requires ap-
proval from the majority of 
state regulators. This regula-
tory pathway meticulously ad-
dresses various food safety 
risks to guarantee that ap-
proved ingredients can be 
safely and efficiently utilized in 
animal food across the U.S. 

Therrell continued that the 
Food Safety Modernization Act 
requires extensive preventive 
food safety measures for all 
animal foods.

The AAFCO Official Publica-

tion reinforces these regula-
tions, stipulating that manu-
facturers of processed animal 
waste products must conduct 
testing and maintain records to 
ensure products like dried 
poultry litter are free from 
drugs used in feed or as thera-
peutic treatments, pesticides, 
pathogenic organisms includ-
ing Salmonella and E. coli, 
heavy metals, parasitic larva or 
ova, and mycotoxins like afla-
toxin.

On May 1, 2024, Constance 
Cullman, President and CEO 
of the American Feed Industry 
Association, reiterated that the 
USDA’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service has 
determined that wild migra-
tory birds are likely the source 
of the virus in dairy cattle. 

Cullman said USDA’s chief 
veterinary officer and deputy 

administrator for veterinary 
services confirmed in a recent 
call with stakeholders that in-
fected premises of farms im-
pacted by HPAI do not permit 
anything to leave, including 
poultry litter or waste for use as 
crop fertilizer or feed.

“AAFCO and its members 
are committed to working with 
the animal food industry, as 
well as producers across the 
U.S., to ensure that we continue 
to have the safest food supply 
in the world,” Therrell said. 
“Our vision is to be the trusted 
leader that safeguards animal 
and human health, and we will 
continue to do our part to make 
sure that hardworking Ameri-
can farmers do not have to 
worry about the safety of the 
products they are feeding their 
animals.” — Charles Wallace, 
WLJ contributing editor

Feed industry disputes  
poultry litter and HPAI link

(Send calendar of events information 
to editorial@wlj.net.)
May 22-23 – The California 
Cattlemen’s Association 2024 
Feeder Meeting will take place at 
the San Diego Hilton Bayfront in San 
Diego, CA. Details: calcattlemen.
org/events. 
May 28-30 – The Montana 
Stockgrowers Association MidYear 
Meeting will be held in Miles City, 
MT, at the Custer County Event 
Center. Sunset Banquet tickets 

include dinner, live music by Kyle 
Shobe and the Walk ’Em Boys, 
games and a silent and live auction. 
Registration: www.mtbeef.org/
msga-events.
June 26-27 – The California 
Cattlemen’s Association Midyear 
Meeting will be held at the Nugget 
Casino Resort in Sparks, NV. New 
this year, full meeting registration 
includes a ticket to the Reno Rodeo’s 
Wednesday night performance. 
Details: calcattlemen.org/events.

CCOMING OMING EEVENTSVENTS
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www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

ADVERTISING RATES
BY THE WORD: 90 cents per word for each insertion.
MINIMUM WORD RATE: 17 words or fewer, $15.30 one time.
MAD RATES: (Bold headline) $2 more per insertion for your 
phone number, email and/or website, plus first 2 or 3 words in 
bold print. (Applies to word ads only)
BOXED AND BOLD: (Boxed with bold text) $5 more per 
insertion. (Applies to word ads only)
BLIND BOX AD: We will assign your confidential number and 
forward replies to you. Cost is $12 per 3 issues for mail and 
handling service.
BOXED DISPLAY ADS: $30 per column inch for each insertion.
MINIMAL ARTWORK: No additional charge.
BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO: $10, LIMIT OF ONE.
COLOR PHOTO: $35 EACH.
DISCOUNTS: 5% for running your ad 3 to 5 times; 10% for 6 
times or more; up to 35% for 52 times.
SUGGESTION FOR CORRECT WORD COUNT: Be sure to 
include your name, address and phone number in the count, as 
well as all initials and abbreviations. Hyphenated words count 
as two.
TEARSHEETS: Available upon request only. Can be faxed or 
mailed.
CONDITIONS
EMPLOYMENT WANTED ADS: Must be paid in advance.
DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. MT, the week prior to 
publication date. Newspaper is published on Mondays.
LIABILITY: Advertiser is liable for content of advertisement and 
any claims arising therefrom made against the publication.
Publisher is not responsible for errors in phoned-in copy. 
Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising not 
considered in keeping with the publication standards.
COMMISSIONS: Classified advertising is NOT agency 
commissionable.

1 ..................Employment Wanted
2 .............................. Help Wanted
3 ..................... Situations Wanted
4................... Distributors Wanted
5 ................................ Appraisers
6 ................................... Auctions
7 ............................... Auctioneers
8 ....................................Feedlots
9 ................................ Lost Cattle
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12 ................. AI/Semen/Embryos
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15 ...........................Horses/Mules
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18 .................... Livestock Supplies
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20 ............... Real Estate Opportunities
20A ...........Pacific Real Estate For Sale
20B . Intermountain Real Estate For Sale
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20E .............Plains Real Estate For Sale
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24 ........................Pasture Wanted
25 ...........................Mineral Rights
26 ........................Hay/Feed/Seed
27 .................................. Irrigation
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29 ........................Fencing/Corrals
30 ..................Equipment For Sale
31 ...................Equipment Wanted
32 ..................... Building Materials
33 .........................Trucks/Trailers
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36 ......................................Loans
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CLASSIFIED INDEX

Call & schedule your classified  
ad today!

800-850-2769
classified@wlj.net
303-722-0155 Fax

C L AS S I F I E D  C O R R A L

22  FORFOR  11 PLACE A CLASSIFIED PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD, SEE IT IN PRINT  AD, SEE IT IN PRINT  

& ONLINE& ONLINE
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Help  
Wanted 2

Place a classified ad, 

see it in print  

and online!

Your ad runs  
free on our  

website.

22  
ffoorr  

11

Cattle 
For Sale 10

2 Bar Angus
Hereford, Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

NEED EXTRA 
INCOME?

Advertise a hunting  
or fishing lease!   
CALL NOW!CALL NOW!    
800-850-2769800-850-2769

GENTLE AMERICAN  
BEEF TYPE GRAY 

BRAHMANS
Loren Pratt

520-709-1554
44996 W. Papago Rd. 

Maricopa, AZ 85139

HERDSMAN 
GENOA LIVESTOCK

Full time position for experienced 
Herdsman. 

All aspects of ranch operations: 
Herd management and health, 

Haying, Irrigation.
Registered cow/calf operation 

Western Nevada.
Housing, salary + bonuses, 

benefits.
For more information:  
Genoa Livestock.com

To view all properties (Including Pictures, Aerials and Topo Maps) go to:

www.WorldClassRanches.com
Call Toll Free Today: 1-844-WCR-Land (844-927-5263)

Bob & Sandy Bahe
Accredited Land Consultants
Branch Office: 918-426-6006
Main Office: 888-560-3964 ext.137

Rouse Road Ranch 450 acres m/l 
McAlester, OK Combination 

ranch, 112 acres of pasture, barn, 
fenced, 8 ponds, county road 
access, rural water available, 

Whitetail deer and other wildlife. 
$1,575,750.00

Escape to Serenity 2.25 acres m/l 
McAlester, OK 2.25 acre treed lot 
with updated home, shop, shed, 4 
bedroom, 2 bath stone home with 
lots of natural lighting, Close to 
shopping, medical, and schools. 

$252,900.00

New Listing New Listing

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Livestock 
Supplies 18

Angus Bulls & Gelbvieh Bulls

(208) 880-0717

cattleandsheep.com

Dogs 
For Sale 14

Blue Red Heeler puppies AKC. 
360 749 6333

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A Real Estate 

Southwest 20D Real Estate 
Southwest 20D

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

NEW LISTING! 2,720 ACRE IRR. FARM – Located in the eastern part of north eastern 
New Mexico w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells, a virtually new 5 strand barb wire fence w/
swinging gates, w/part of the property being on pvmt.. Lays in two tracts of 1,120± ac. in 
one at $1,600/ac. and 1,600± ac. in the other at $1,000.00 which can be bought together or 
separately.
NEW LISTING! CHOICE 320± ac. – Irrigated farm, w/pivot sprinklers, irrigation wells & 
an older home which would be liveable or could be moved. Located on pvmt. in prime farming 
area of Castro Co., TX.
UNION CO., NM – Just out of Clayton, NM, 2± sections located on pvmt. complete with 
two ½± mile  sprinklers & irrigation wells w/an addtl. large feedyard & one section of land 
irrigated by four ¼ mile sprinklers & irrigation wells. Two sections or the feedyard w/irrigated 
section can be purchased together or separately.

Irrigation 27

 Fair Prices . Good Service . Rancher Owned 
  DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST 
CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY::  777755--665577--11881155  

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems

2 x 2.WLJ.option.qxp_Layout 1  5/31

Ranch/ Ag  
Services 19

We provide farm workers.
I recruit for farms and ranches

Independent recruiter.
Services nationwide.

Phone number: (541) 670-0862

Hay/Feed/Seed 26

Taylorsville, CA, pasture for lease. 
225 pair. Available now. Price TBD. 

275 Irrigated acres. PGE power 
paid by tenant.
(415) 606-9275

Available for Metal, 
Composition Shingles or Tar 
Roofs. Long lasting and easy 

to apply. We also 
manufacture Tank Coatings 

for Concrete, Rock, Steel, 
Galvanized and Mobile 

tanks. 
Call for our  
FREE 
CATALOG. 

TANK COATINGS 
ROOF COATINGS 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

Equipment 
For Sale 30

Loans 36

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher 

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

303-773-3545
You Call Steve, I’ll Come to You.

Schools 43

Get thorouGh practical  
traininG in: 

Pregnancy testing—A.I. 
herd health—calf  

delivery and care. Many  
additional subjects.

Our business is to help you 
improve your business.

Learn more by working with 
live animals under expert 

supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.  
Dept. WLJ • 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032  

785/448-3119  
www.grahamschool 
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of 
continuous service

CATTLEMEN

HOUSEPlace a cla� i� ed!
Listed online and in the weekly 
issue of WLJ, your ad is sure to 

get results!

Call 
720-370-7977

or visit wlj.net/classifi eds

LOOKING TO SELL OR BUY?



WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL MAY 20, 2024 7

There are numerous 
unique factors that make the 
beef cattle industry com-
plex. Chief among those are 
the heifer dynamics that are 
central to cattle cycles. Two 
biological facts are critical: 
cows have one calf at a time 
in a rather slow biological 
process, and two, heifers can 
be used for current beef pro-
duction or breeding for fu-
ture production in a one-for-
one trade-off. This means 
that when cattle numbers, 
specifically the cow herd, are 
low, retention of heifers to 
increase beef production 
makes the already short beef 
supply even smaller before 
the cow inventory can ex-
pand and lead to increased 
beef production with a 
2–3-year lag. 

Table 1 summarizes the 
last four cyclical beef cow 
herd expansions since 1975. 
With the exception of the 
truncated 2005-2006 expan-
sion, the other three cycles 
have several similar charac-
teristics. In most cases, the 
total increase in the cow 
herd from trough to peak is 
2.2 to 2.9 million head, an 
increase of 5.8 to 9.4%. The 
corresponding increase in 

replacement heifers ranged 
from 1.1 to just over 1.2 mil-
lion head in three of the four 
cycles. The most recent cy-
cle, from 2014-2019, was dif-
ferent in that the increase in 
beef replacement heifers 
started prior to herd expan-
sion and ended prior to the 
peak in herd inventory. This 
is likely an indication that 
there was a pent-up desire to 
expand that was delayed 
due to the drought in 2011-
2013.

The inverse relationship 
between heifers used for 
beef production and heifers 
retained for breeding is 
shown in Figure 1. The blue 
line (left side scale) shows 
heifers as a percent of total 
fed slaughter from 1975-
2023, while the red columns 
(right side scale) indicate the 
percent change in beef re-
placement heifer inventory 
from the previous year. The 
green ovals highlight cyclical 
herd expansions in Table 1. 
In each case, as the beef re-
placement heifer inventory 
increases, the percentage of 
heifers in the fed slaughter 
total necessarily declines. 
The decline in this percent-
age in the most recent cycle 

was especially sharp, drop-
ping below 34% for three 
years, the lowest level in the 
49 years from 1975-2023.

Figure 1 provides some 
insights into the future. The 
far-right side of the graph 
shows that heifer slaughter 
as a percentage of fed 
slaughter is as high as it has 
ever been at 40% in 2023. 
This matches the previous 
high of 40% in 2000 and 
2001. At the same time, the 
replacement heifer inven-
tory has been decreasing 
and the beef cow herd con-
tinues to get smaller. In the 
first quarter of 2024, the 
heifer slaughter percentage 
was 40.5%, down fraction-
ally year over year for the 
same period. 

It is not clear if the next 
herd expansion will require 
the heifer slaughter percent-
age to drop as much as the 
2015-2017 period, but it 
must drop below the long-
run average of just over 37% 
and likely to the 35-36% 
range. There is no indication 
that this is happening yet. 
— Derrell S. Peel, Oklaho-
ma State University Exten-
sion livestock marketing 
specialist

Two Sides of the Heifer Coin

“Packers are experienc-
ing the biggest margin 
squeeze of the cycle right 
now,” Fish wrote Thursday. 
“One of the reasons it’s 
been tough is that whole-
sale beef prices have strug-
gled and the only way to get 
them to respond was to 
reduce product availability. 
The monthly retail beef 
price data was released yes-
terday and April prices 
were the highest for any 
other month in history, tak-
ing out the prior high made 
in October 2023 by pennies. 
Year-to-date the average 
retail beef value is $7.87 per 
pound.”

Feeder cattle 
Feeder cattle futures also 

closed higher due to higher 
demand. The May contract 
was up $6.20 to $244.85, and 
the August contract was up 
$6.30 to $257.35. The CME 
Feeder Cattle Index was up 
$1.95 to $242.33. 

Corn futures were mixed, 
with the July contract up a 
penny to $4.57 and the Sep-
tember contract down a 
penny to $4.67.

Kansas: Winter Livestock 
in Dodge City sold 1,428 
head on Wednesday. Year-
ling steers sold steady to $3 
lower, while yearling heifers 
sold steady to $5 higher. 
Benchmark steers averaging 
744 lbs. sold between $250-
264, averaging $262.95.

Missouri: Joplin Regional 

Stockyards in Carthage sold 
6,686 head on Monday. 
Compared to the previous 
auction, feeder steers sold 
from $5 lower to $12 higher. 
Feeder heifers sold steady to 
$8 higher. Benchmark steers 
averaging 729 lbs. sold be-
tween $254-275, averaging 
$257.99.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma 
National Stockyards in Okla-
homa City sold 8,350 head 
on Monday. Compared to 
the last auction feeder cattle 
and calves sold mostly 
steady. Benchmark steers 
averaging 771 lbs. sold be-
tween $261-269.50, averag-
ing $266.37.

South Dakota: Hub City 
Livestock in Aberdeen sold 
3,898 head on Wednesday. 
Compared to the last auc-
tion, steers 900-949 lbs. sold 

$2-3 higher and 950-999 lbs. 
were mostly steady. Heifers 
were not well compared this 
week. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 718 lbs. sold be-
tween $272-292, averaging 
$285.01. 

Texas: Lonestar Stock-
yards in Wildorado sold 
1,410 head on Tuesday. 
Compared to the last auc-
tion, feeder steers and heif-
ers traded mostly steady to 
$1 higher. Steer and heifer 

calves were too lightly tested 
last week for a market trend. 
Benchmark steers averaging 
765 lbs. sold between $235-
238.50, averaging $238.01. 
— Charles Wallace, WLJ 
contributing editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Feeder cattle futures climb over $6
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PARAMOUNTPARAMOUNT
Now is a paramount time to verify your genetics

in the Feeder Calf Certifi cation Program.
The Red Angus Live Animal Specifi cation,
recognized by the USDA, acknowledges

Red Angus are genetically Angus and meet requirements
to be included in many Angus branded-beef programs.

Genetics, not hide 
color, qualify an 
animal as Angus.

Visit RedAngus.org

the exchange of information 
among the parties concerning 
Colorado River Basin matters. 
Tribes and UCRC members 

will meet approximately every 
two months to collaborate and 
share pertinent information 
regarding the Upper Colorado 
River Basin. 

“This MOU is the culmina-
tion of the Tribal Nations’ de-

cades of hard work to change 
the status quo regarding tribal 
involvement in Colorado River 
management and decision-
making,” Sonja Newton, vice 
president of the Jicarilla 
Apache Nation, said in a state-

ment. “This MOU is a major 
achievement in our continuing 
work to ensure that Tribes are 
included in a manner that is 
consistent with their sovereign 
status.”

Chairman Manuel Heart of 
the Ute Mountain Ute Indian 
Tribe emphasized the signifi-
cance of the MOU, underscor-
ing its role in formalizing cru-
cial relationships and estab-
lishing a cooperative frame-
work for coordinating efforts 
toward developing post-2026 
Guidelines. As the Upper Basin 
Tribes are entitled to around 
25% of the water rights in the 
Upper Basin, they are actively 
exercising and leveraging these 
rights for their benefit. 

CRIT agreement
On April 26, Secretary of the 

Interior Deb Haaland and rep-
resentatives of CRIT, federal, 
state and local leaders an-

nounced a water rights agree-
ment granting  Tribes the abil-
ity to lease, exchange, or store 
a portion of their Arizona 
Colorado River water entitle-
ment. 

Until the introduction of the 
Colorado River Indian Tribes 
Water Resiliency Act of 2022, 
Tribes could not control their 
water rights. The bill paved the 
way for negotiations between 
the Tribe, the state, and non-
Indian water users toward 
Tribal self-determination and 
sovereignty. 

“Today we celebrate the em-
powerment of our rights to 
make our own decisions with 
who, when and how our water 
resources may be used,” CRIT 
Chairwoman Amelia Flores 
said. “This is a significant event 
in the history of CRIT. These 
agreements clear the path for 
CRIT to finally be recognized 
as an essential party in all fu-
ture decisions regarding the 

future of the Colorado River.”
The bill was originally intro-

duced by Arizona Sens. Mark 
Kelly (D) and Kyrsten Sinema 
(D), granting CRIT the author-
ity to lease water previously 
allocated for on-reservation 
farming to support off-reser-
vation use within Arizona to 
safeguard natural habitats and 
provide short-term relief for 
entities grappling with drought 
or water shortages statewide.

According to the Parker Pio-
neer, Kelly said the agreement 
is a “win-win situation,” high-
lighting its benefits for CRIT, 
which gains sovereignty and 
economic opportunities. Kelly 
emphasized that this deal, 
bridging the state and tribal 
interests, is significant for CRIT 
and the broader state and wa-
ter users facing the challenges 
of a 20-year drought, consid-
ered the worst in a millenni-
um. — Charles Wallace, WLJ 
contributing editor

WATER
(from page 1)

A "win-win situation" for AZ Tribes

CLM REPRESENTATIVES
Jake Parnell..................................................................916-662-1298
George Gookin ..........................................................209-482-1648
Rex Whittle .................................................................209-996-6994
Mark Fischer ............................................................. 209-768-6522
Kris Gudel .................................................................... 916-208-7258
Steve Bianchi ............................................................707-484-3903
Jason Dailey .................................................................916-439-7761
Brett Friend .................................................................510-685-4870
Tod Radelfinger .........................................................775-901-3332
Bowdy Gri� in .............................................................530-906-5713

AUCTION MARKET
Address ..................................... 12495 Stockton Blvd., Galt, CA
O� ice.................................................................................209-745-1515
Fax .....................................................................................209-745-1582
Website/Market Report............................ www.clmgalt.com
Web Broadcast ................................... www.lmaauctions.com

Wednesday Weekly Schedule
Butcher Cows ......................................................................... 8:30am
Cow-Calf Pairs/Bred Cows .............................................11:30am
Feeder Cattle ................................................................................12pm

FEEDER SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY

CCA

-  WEEKLY S ALE EVERY WEDNESDAY - 

UPCOMING WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES
CALL NOW TO CONSIGN TO THESE WVM SALES.

MAY 23 • JUNE 6 • JULY 8-10

SPRING FEEDER SALES
MAY 22
JUNE 12

JUNE 26
JULY 10

AMADOR EL DORADO SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
CATTLEMEN SPECIAL FEEDER SALES

MONDAY, JUNE 3

 SPECIAL FALL BRED COW SALE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5
SATURDAY, JULY 27

KOENIG RANCH REDS 
PRODUCTION SALE
May 9, Glasgow, MT

34 Coming 2-year-old bulls  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4,180
30 Open registered  
heifers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,108

Auctioneer: Kyle Shobe
TOPS: KRP FA Double Cherry 

2864, 3/25/22 by BUF CRK 
Final Answer W0041329487; to 
Ken Solberg, Larslan, MT, 
$7,750. KRP Mega-Mill 2460, 
4/11/22 by KRP Make A Mill 
20541546984; to Calf Creek 
Cattle, Sand Springs, MT, 
$7,250. KRP Mill Excel Chief 
2437, 4/20/22 by KRP Make A 

Mill 20541546984; to Calf 
Creek Cattle, Sand Springs, MT, 
$6,500. KRP MRM Oly Maker 
2932, 4/17/22 by KRP Malbec 
Red Mill 96364172812; to Calf 
Creek Cattle, Sand Springs, MT, 
$6,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

BAR T BAR RANCHES BULL 
SALE

April 13, Winslow, AZ
164 Bulls . . . . . . . . . . . $9,489

Auctioneer: Eric Duarte
Sale Manager: Leachman 

Cattle of Colorado
TOPS: MR Black Cross 

3242L, 3/29/23 by Leachman 
Jurisdiction U245J; to Flying M 

Ranch, Flagstaff, AZ, $22,500. 
MR Black Cross 3208L, by 
Leachman Jurisdiction U245J; 
to Los Coyotes Y San Pedro 
Ranch, Bacoachi Sonora, MX, 
$22,000. MR Black Cross 3184L, 
by Mr Black Cross 0466; to Los 
Coyotes Y San Pedro Ranch, 
Bacoachi Sonora, MX, $19,500. 
MR Black Cross 3050L, 3/7/23 
by G A R High Security JSF 
4005; to Monk Ranch, Wilcox, 
AZ, $19,000. MR Black Cross 
3135L, 3/15/23 by G A R High 
Security JSF 4005; to Los 
Coyotes Y San Pedro Ranch, 
Bacoachi Sonora, MX, $19,000. 
— JARED PATTERSON

Sale ReportsSale Reports

Sale Calendar is a service 
to our advertisers. There 
is a minimum advertising 
requirement to be 
eligible to be listed in the 
Sale Calendar. Contact 
your fieldman for more 
information or to have 
your date added to the 
Sale Calendar. We will only 
run auction sale dates or 
private treaty start dates.

ANGUS
May 25 – Western Summit, 
Female Sale, Galt, CA
Jun. 22 – Baldridge 
Performance Angus, Female 
Sale, North Platte, NE
Jun. 29 – EZ Angus Ranch, 
Dispersal Sale, Madras, OR

Aug. 24 – Riverbend Ranch, 
Female Sale, Idaho Falls, ID 
Sep. 5 – Vintage Angus, Bull 
Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 6 – Byrd Cattle, Bull & 
Female Sale, Red Bluff, CA
Sep. 7 – EZ Angus Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Farmington, CA
Sep. 8 – Heritage Bull Sale, 
Wilton, CA
Sep. 9 – Rhoades Angus, 
Bull Sale, Cambria, CA
Sep. 10 – O’Neal Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Madera, CA

HEREFORD
Sep. 5 – Sierra Ranches, Bull 
Sale, LaGrange, CA
Sep. 9 – Genoa Livestock, 
Bull & Female Sale, Minden, 
NV

WAGYU
May 25 – Bar R Wagyu, 
Production Sale, Pullman, 
WA

COMMERCIAL
May 23 — Western Video 
Market Internet Sale, CA
Jun. 6 — Western Video 
Market Internet Sale, CA
Jun. 20 — NLVA Early 
Summer Special, Billings, MT
Jul. 8 — Western Video 
Market Reno Sale, Reno, NV
Jul. 22 — NLVA Summertime 
Classic, Billings, MT
Jul. 27 — Cattlemen’s 
Livestock Market Annual 
Female Sale, Galt, CA
Aug. 3 — Turlock Livestock 
Auction Special Female Sale, 
Turlock, CA
Aug. 12 — Western Video 
Market Cheyenne Sale, 
Cheyenne, WY
Aug. 19 — NLVA Early Fall 
Preview, Billings, MT
Aug. 24 — Mobile Cattle 
Marketing Female Sale, 
Petaluma, CA

HORSE
May 25 – Full House Horse 
Sale, Newcastle, WY
Jun. 1 — Ranchers Horse 
Sale, Juntura, OR
Jun. 8 — Shelman Family 
Horse Sale, Burns, OR
Jun. 22 — Fort Ranch Horse 
Sale, Corrinne, UT
Jul. 12 — High Desert 
Quarter Horse Sale, 
Redmond, OR 
Aug. 17 — Memory Ranch 
Foal Sale, Wells, NV

Sale CalendarSale Calendar

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of livestock producers, 
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities calendar 
lists internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- and 
livestock-focused students, listed by 
application deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to announce, 
please email it to editorial@wlj.net.)
May 31 – Applications are now open 
for two internships with the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, a 
public policy internship and a 
meetings and events internship. 
Internships begin in August 2024 
and end in December 2024. Details: 
ncba.org.
June 1 – South Dakota CattleWomen 
will be offering a $1,000 scholarship 
to two young people from South 
Dakota attending or planning to 
attend an institution of higher 

learning in the upcoming semester. 
Details: www.sdcattlewomen.org.
June 10 – The Select Sires Member 
Cooperative Board of Directors has 
set aside $40,000 in scholarship 
funds that will be awarded to 
students currently enrolled in a two- 
or four-year academic program. 
Applicants must be from current 
member families doing business 
with Select Sires Member 
Cooperative. Details: bit.ly/
ssmcscholarship.  
Summer: Western Video Market is 
offering a summer internship 
position for an ag major who is 
interested in gaining wor k 
experience in a fast-paced auction 
environment. Position is in-person in 
Cottonwood, CA. Send résumé and 
three references to holly@
wvmcattle.com.

Youth OpportunitiesYouth Opportunities


