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Over 1,800 personnel are battling the Hermits Peak and Calf Canyon wildfi res, which have consumed more than 230,000 acres. Pictured here, a fi re crew 
at the Calf Canyon fi re on April 28. 
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PROPOSED BUTTERFLY LIST-PROPOSED BUTTERFLY LIST-
ING ING — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service is considering listing a sub-
species of butterfly in CO, NM and 
UT as threatened due to habitat loss.
Page 5Page 5

RANCHER KILLS OR WOLF RANCHER KILLS OR WOLF — 
After a series of wolf depredations on 
his grazing allotment, a northeast 
Oregon rancher killed one male wolf 
under a Department of Fish and 
Wildlife permit. Page 7Page 7

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORYA LOOK BACK IN HISTORY

Wolf reintroduction is still a conten-
tious topic with livestock owners due 
to the potential for depredations, but 
even in a May 2010 article, ranchers 
voiced their concerns for more than 
just the depredations themselves: 
“Ranchers feel that while financial 
compensation would be nice, it is 
unlikely that compensation would 
ever meet the actual costs repre-
sented by one wolf kill. Compensa-
tion plans are also unlikely to incor-
porate financial losses due to weight 
loss and behavior changes in the 
cattle left alive. … The inability to use 
dogs in this region may be the rough-
est blow of all. According to the 
ranchers, exposure to wolves causes 
their cattle to bunch up defensively in 
response to stock dogs, rather than 
herding as they used to.”
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— Disaster declared

High winds and low humidity 
continue to fan fires in New Mex-
ico that have grown to over 230,000 
acres as of May 11, causing Presi-
dent Joe Biden to issue a disaster 
declaration in the affected coun-
ties. 

The Hermits Peak fire started 
as a prescribed burn in the Santa 

Fe National Forest and escaped on 
April 6. The Calf Canyon fire start-
ed on April 19, and the cause is 
under investigation. The two fires 
combined around April 23 to be-
come the largest active fire cur-
rently in the U.S and the second 
largest fire in state history.

As of May 11, the fire was 33 
percent contained, with 1,863 per-
sonnel assigned to the fire. 

The fire has resulted in the 
evacuation of residents in Mora 
County and San Miguel County 
surrounding San Geronimo and 
the Mineral Hill area, while resi-
dents of Las Vegas remain on high 
alert. Some residents in Taos and 
Colfax counties are under the 
“ready” and “set” statuses (under 
the state’s “Ready, Set, Go!” fire 
framework) as the fire moves 

northwest, according to New Mex-
ico Fire Information. Fire officials 
estimated that 300 structures 
were lost in the blaze. 

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
(D) recently demanded that the 
federal government change its 
parameters regarding prescribed 
burns, especially in the windy 

New Mexico wildfires continue to rage

See FIRE on page 6

— Beef demand 
remains high

Although meat demand remains 
strong, consumers will have to 
battle higher meat prices this sum-
mer, putting to the test whether 
they are willing to pay more for 
meat amid rising inflation costs.

CoBank’s latest Quarterly re-
port predicts higher retail meat 
prices throughout 2022.

“The sharply higher costs for 
feed, energy and labor have yet to 
fully impact wholesale and retail 
meat prices, but that will soon 
change,” said Brian Earnest, lead 
animal protein economist with 
CoBank. “And as consumers notice 
their dollar is not going as far as it 
used to, they may trade down at 
the meat case, with chicken being 
the primary beneficiary.” 

Inflation for 
consumers

Smaller grain harvests and the 
Russia/Ukraine war have sent 

animal feed prices higher, up 20-30 
percent in just a few days after 
Russia invaded Ukraine in late 
February. Labor and energy are 
also major expenses that continue 
to rise, CoBank said. However, 
higher feed and energy costs have 
yet to fully impact wholesale and 
retail meat prices.

Consumers have mostly as-
sumed higher production costs so 
far, but CoBank expects meat con-
sumption will remain strong 
through 2022 despite the impact 
to consumers’ budgets.

“The intense media coverage of 
food inflation in recent months has 
prepared consumers, in a some-
what perverse manner, for higher 
food prices, which is minimizing 
‘sticker shock’ in 2022,” Earnest 
said. 

The combined cutout values of 
beef, pork and chicken have 
climbed over 20 percent higher in 
the first quarter, so consumers are 
likely to continue seeing higher 
prices at the meat counter.  

Higher meat prices to 
be found this summer

See MEAT on page 7

— Defines 
“conserved”

Fittingly, the California Natural 
Resources Agency (CNRA) re-
leased the final “Pathways to 
30x30” report on Earth Day to 
achieve the state’s goal of conserv-
ing 30 percent of lands and coast-
al waters by 2030 in order to pro-
tect biodiversity and combat cli-
mate change.

The report states the state has 
currently conserved 24 percent of 
its land and 16 percent of its coast-
al waters. CNRA considers an area 
“conserved” if it meets the criteria 
of “30x30 Conservation Areas,” 
which the definition describes as 
“areas that are durably protected 
and managed to sustain func-
tional ecosystems, both intact and 
restored, and the diversity of life 
that they support.”

California’s strategy to conserve 
an additional 6 million acres of 
land and half a million acres of 
coastal waters involves several 
pathways, including accelerating 
regionally-led conservation, buy-
ing strategic lands for conserva-

tion and access, expanding volun-
tary conservation easements, and 
aligning investments to maximize 
conservation benefits.

The definition of 30x30 Conser-
vation Areas encompasses areas 
under government ownership or 
control, under perpetual ease-
ments, and areas with species and 
habitat protection designations 
not subject to reversal. Some ex-
amples cited in the report are state 
and national parks, federal wilder-
ness areas, ecological reserves and 
open spaces, and recreational 
hunting and fishing areas subject 
to resource planning criteria and 
management to prevent biodiver-
sity loss. 

The report also considers work-
ing landscapes under conservation 
easements 30x30 Conservation 
Areas if they are sustainably man-
aged for biodiversity. This can in-
clude private grazing lands, ranch-
es and working forests with du-
rable formal protections for biodi-
versity, such as conservation or 
conservation mitigation ease-
ments.

The California Cattlemen’s As-

sociation (CCA) in its May 2 Leg-
islative Bulletin said while the 
report stresses conservation ease-
ments, it does appear to class them 
as “conserved.” CCA states more 
than 2 million acres are under 
conservation easements, but 
CNRA’s mapping tool for visual-
izing 30×30 only shows a little 
more than 768,000 acres of land. 

CCA wrote the difference could 
be attributed to how CNRA classi-
fies what is considered “con-
served.” CNRA will use the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s (USGS) land 
classifications, known as Gap 
Analysis Project (GAP) codes. GAP 
codes correspond to the degree of 
protection a particular area re-
ceives, with GAP code 1 signifying 
the strongest protection measures 
on conserved lands. CNRA will use 
GAP codes 1 and 2 for classifying 
lands as “conserved.”

The report states GAP codes 3 
and 4—lands that are under pro-
tection but subject to extractive 
uses—play a role in meeting the 
goal as long as they “are managed 

CA releases final 30x30 report

See REPORT on page 4

Cash trade saw faint interest at steady trade, and higher corn has 
put a damper on the cattle complex, which closed sharply lower. June 
live cattle are trading at a discount to cash trade, but they are moving 
toward each other while still far apart.

Live cattle closed lower, with the June contract down $2.12 to close 
at $131.65 and the August contract down $3.25 to $132.77. 

“Open interest continues to cascade dramatically out of the June 
live cattle contract as the Goldman roll continues,” Cassie Fish, mar-
ket analyst for The Beef, wrote on Thursday. “June live cattle lost 
almost 12K contracts yesterday and has just under 74K left open. By 
next week, June live cattle will have less open than October 
live cattle. This week’s decline has pushed technical indica-
tors into oversold territory. Still, the charts are negative.”

Cash trade was light, as packers have bought on deferred 
delivery for the last couple of weeks, with about 76,000 
head sold through Thursday. Live cattle were steady, sell-
ing between $137-148 and averaging $143.43. Dressed 
trade sold between $225-230 and averaged $228.30, down 
$2.  

“The cash cattle market is holding its breath as it knows 
its nearby fate is lower but the question that remains un-
answered is: When?” ShayLe Stewart, DTN livestock ana-

lyst, wrote in the Monday midday comments. “Packers have strategi-
cally bought up cattle for the upcoming weeks, which will minimize 
their need to participate in the cash cattle market. With boxed beef 
prices showing weakness in a time when, historically, the market 
would expect prices to be strong, packers won’t bat an eye at letting 
cash prices flounder as their own margins see minor setbacks from a 
cost-concerned consumer base.”

Cash trade through the week ending May 8 totaled 109,180 head. 
Live steers averaged $143.56, and dressed steers averaged $230.89. 
Of that total, 70 percent (76,050 head) were committed for nearby 

delivery, while the remain-
ing 30 percent (33,130 
head) were committed for 

See MARKETS on page 9

Steady cash trade puts a damper on the market

WEEK ENDING: 5-12-22

CME FEEDER
$156.61

DRESSED STEERS
$229.21

LIVE STEERS
 $142.17

WEEKLY CHOICE CUTOUT

0 0 0

5 AREA WEEKLY WTD
AVERAGE STEER PRICE
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Markets and water

It doesn’t seem like any-
one following cattle mar-
kets has any idea what’s 

going on. The active June fed 
cattle contract was falling all 
week to $132, while the cash 
market continues to trade be-
tween $137-148 for live cattle, 
which is quite a bit of motiva-
tion for basis traders to sell 
cattle, which they have been 
doing. Through Wednesday, over 70,000 head 
moved through the negotiated cash market. This 
would be the fourth week in a row where negotiated 
cash trade has sold over 100,000 head each week or 
more. Perhaps 30 percent have been sold with ex-
tended deliveries.

We’ve been talking about how the April 1 cattle 
on feed number was a record high, which created 
the speculation that we will have large numbers of 
finished cattle to process between June and August. 
The only thing we really don’t know is what the 
weight distribution of all those March placements 
was. These cattle will be all over the map when 
they are ready.

Beef prices haven’t risen as much as expected; the 
Choice cutout has been trading around $260 most of 
the month. Packers are still making respectable 
margins of around $200 per head, even when they 
are paying cattle feeders $145/cwt for live cattle. 
Beef demand seems to remain strong going into the 
grilling season, and the large retailers have been 
doing their part by offering bone-in rib steaks be-
tween $5.70-6.75. On a Sunday afternoon, our Safe-
way store was flat out of ribeyes. Beef remains the 
meat of choice with American consumers, even with 
staggering inflation. There is more beef on the mar-
ket than last year, so I’m not sure we can expect to 
see the cutout move much higher.

Slaughter levels have remained high at around 
655,000 head per week and should go even higher 
as we move into summer. All these fundamentals 
are telling me that the summer market may not be 
as soft as analysts are forecasting. Either futures 
markets are way wrong or cash markets are; I don’t 
see them moving toward convergence anytime soon. 
We’re looking at a $14 basis in some cases.

Year-to-date beef production is running 0.8 per-
cent higher than a year ago, while cattle slaughter 
is just 0.5 percent higher. Clearly, carcass weights 
have been higher, and feeders have the incentive to 
make Choice or better carcasses. However, the 
slaughter mix has fallen slightly to 82.4 percent 
Choice and Prime, which may be more about in-
creased cow slaughter rather than lighter fed 
slaughter. Select beef production is up to 15 percent 
of the total mix, which is why we have a $12.50 
Choice/Select spread.

Feeder cattle markets are trading at the pleasure 
of grain and feed costs. The last CME Feeder Cattle 
Index was at $156.24 and trading in a narrow zone. 
I do expect that when the big summer videos get go-
ing and cattlemen are willing to start contracting 
their yearlings, we could see some expansion in 
feeder cattle markets. There will also be fewer of 
them and they will offer a better opportunity to pro-
duce Choice or Prime beef carcasses, which will re-
main in high demand.

I’m sure you have all heard the phrase “Whiskey 
is for drinking, and water is for fighting over.” Well, 
I think we may be at that point when the fighting 
will start in western states. California is being hit 
very hard on water diversions. The State Water 
Project said recently that it was going to reduce wa-
ter deliveries to 5 percent of requested supplies. 
Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said in his most recent ex-
ecutive order, “The ongoing drought will have sig-
nificant, immediate impacts on communities with 
vulnerable water supplies, farms that rely on irriga-
tion to grow food and fiber, and fish and wildlife 
that rely on stream flows and cool water.”

California is in a jam because they have not kept 
up with the public water infrastructure since the 
early 1970s, when all of the new federal environ-
mental laws were made.

These environmental laws have cleaned things 
up, but now we’re looking at environmental law ver-
sus feeding the world. Hundreds of thousands of 
acres of cropland have been fallowed in the most 
productive farming area of the world. Most of the 
water is intended to save some spawning routes for 
salmon. Is there some middle ground here? Perhaps 
a few less salmon versus food and fiber for the 
masses. As they say in California, where water 
flows, food grows. All I can say is keep on praying 
for spring and summer rains. — PETE CROW
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People used to a relatively free society 
like to feel like they are in control—farm-
ers and ranchers even more so, since they 

often operate their own family businesses in ways they think 
are best.

Those expectations exist on both sides of the fed cattle 
marketing debate. Some cattlemen feel they are not in con-
trol of marketing their cattle because the old methods of 
determining value, like hauling cattle to local auction mar-
kets, are not as readily available as in the past.

Other cattlemen—those using alternative marketing 
agreements to value and market their cattle in new, more 
complicated ways requiring long-term commitments and 
records—feel the government is angling to take away their 
cattle marketing control. This is a predictable conflict. 

The recent House and Senate hearings on fed cattle mar-
keting showcased this. Several ranchers who testified spent 
time referencing past data and methods. There is no question 
things have changed and will keep changing. Not all change 
is to your advantage, whatever your position in the beef 
production chain. But producing what consumers want at 
the best price we can should be everyone’s goal.

Neither the government nor taxpayers should be involved 
beyond what’s absolutely necessary. The government tallies 
livestock census data, marketing numbers and prices and 
performs food safety inspections to ensure a steady supply 
of meat and to protect taxpayers/consumers. Regulation 
should extend to markets only to the extent necessary to stop 
cheating.

The idea that the government should control or prohibit 
marketing channels that are legal and provide win/win 
transactions is not only antithetical to a free market, but it 
harkens back to change. Cattlemen themselves have a hard 
enough time keeping up with changing trends. How could 
government bureaucracy keep up and find adaptive ways to 
cope with changes?

Both hearings had cow-calf producers who complained 
they had no idea what their calves were worth because they 
had no local auction market. That is one of the important 
functions auctions provide where they are available to pro-
ducers. But with today’s available marketing options, reduced 
cattle numbers, labor problems and operating costs, auctions 
can’t be everywhere any more than major packers can. 

There are other ways to determine the value of a calf if a 
producer really has an accurate view of his cattle. Document-
ing the past performance of calves is absolutely critical today. 
Calf pricing still has no direct connection to the major packers. 

Another producer complaining of the lack of auction mar-
ket calf value determination said they used to get more 

bidders and better prices at auction markets. How much 
does the psychology of auction market bidding enter into 
producers’ confidence they got the “right” price, despite in-
formation from public and private sources being more avail-
able now than ever?

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-MS) mentioned a bill she co-
sponsored that would raise the USDA Agricultural Market-
ing Service’s fines from $10,000 to $90,000 to help finance 
the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act and raise compliance. 
However, she also noted that compliance was “very high” at 
96 percent, and the 4 percent noncompliance rate was usu-
ally due to office errors.

So the feds want to throw millions at the USDA and P&S 
budgets, partially to increase competition and enforcement 
of the P&S Act for the less than 4 percent of covered busi-
nesses that are noncompliant. Do they want us to think there 
are thousands not getting caught?

He didn’t fully explain it, but Sen. Roger Marshall (R-KS) 
made a great point. In any industry, overregulation in-
creases concentration because only the biggest and best-
capitalized businesses can cope with all the regulations.

It is obvious that the inflation rate, especially in food 
prices, has the politicians in D.C. very scared—fuel prices, 
too. And when was the last time the general media and 
Congress were whipped up about fertilizer prices and avail-
ability?

Who signed the executive orders that started the energy 
crisis and pushed for the spending of trillions that fueled 
inflation? It wasn’t us.

Fear motivates politicians to spend our money to “fix” their 
mistakes. That’s what scares me. As a measure of their intel-
ligence, note how they want to “take action” on gas prices all 
the while shutting down pipelines, delaying permits for new 
ones and piling on restrictions for new wells. They want 
millions for charging stations for the few electric cars on the 
road when the electric grid is overtaxed and utility companies 
are warning of brownouts and blackouts. They are proud of 
rolling back Trump’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
deregulations, and they brag about their infrastructure bill 
for projects that their EPA and Endangered Species Act 
crackdowns guarantee will either never get built or take 
decades.

Do we really need this kind of twisted “expertise” running 
(ruining) our cattle markets? — Steve Dittmer, WLJ col-
umnist

(Steve Dittmer is the author of the Agribusiness 
Freedom Foundation newsletter. Views in the column 
do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of 
WLJ or its editorial staff.)

DITTMER’S ITTMER’S TAKEAKE
WHO OR WHAT CONTROLS 

YOUR BUSINESS?

Across farm country, folks show up for one another. No 
need is too big, and no task is too small for us to pitch in and 
help our neighbors in rural America. Even when we are sur-
rounded by a loving community, however, it can be hard to 
admit that we need help. Especially when we need a little 
extra help regarding our stress and mental health. But as 
we like to say at Farm Bureau, a healthy farm or ranch 
begins with a healthy you. That’s why we are committed to 
ensuring that the dedicated men and women who grow the 
nutritious food for our tables also have the resources they 
need for their well-being.

Farmers and ranchers are resilient people—we are known 
for our quiet strength. But our instinct to press on can also 
hold us back from getting the help we need. We all need to 
remember that it’s OK not to be OK. The longer we walk the 
road of life, the more certain it is we will face our share of 
tough times. Often, what we need most in those times is a 
friend to simply be there and listen. I don’t know how I would 
have made it through my own darkest days without someone 
simply asking me “How are you doing?” and then listening.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month and a good re-
minder for all of us to check in with our family, friends and 
neighbors. Through our Farm State of Mind campaign, the 
American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) has been work-
ing to raise awareness, reduce stigma, and connect farmers, 
ranchers and rural communities with stress and mental 
health resources. Our online, interactive directory (www.
fb.org/land/fsom) connects you to resources in all 50 states 
and Puerto Rico and provides a great starting point if you, 
or someone you know, needs support. We have also partnered 
with Farm Credit and National Farmers Union to provide 
free, on-demand training to help people understand the 
causes of stress, reduce the stigma around mental health 
and learn the warning signs of stress and suicide.

Our team at AFBF works closely with state Farm Bureau 
members and staff, and we are excited to see many states 

leading the way in addressing stress and mental health needs 
for farmers and ranchers in their region. These state-led 
initiatives address roadblocks like financial constraints and 
access barriers by providing mental health vouchers to con-
nect farmers with free counseling services, including virtual 
options for those in remote areas. Others are reducing the 
stigma around mental health through social media cam-
paigns that encourage farmers to share their stories and 
messages of support.

Thanks to our work across the Farm Bureau family, we 
are making a difference, but there is still work to be done. 
According to a national AFBF survey at the beginning of this 
year, there is still a stigma around mental health and seek-
ing help or treatment. But that feeling has decreased by 
nearly 10 percent among farmers and farm employees. What 
I was most encouraged to see from this survey is that more 
farmers and farm employees—92 percent—feel comfortable 
talking to friends and family about stress and mental health 
solutions compared to just a couple of years ago. That num-
ber is up 22 percent from April 2019! We also found that half 
of farmers and their employees are more aware of resources 
to help manage stress and mental health conditions than 
they were a year ago. Just imagine how many lives may have 
been saved because more people are having these important 
conversations. Even small interactions can make a big dif-
ference.

We’ve all heard the saying that “Tough times don’t last, 
but tough people do.” Well, I don’t think that gets it quite 
right. We cannot go it alone in this life by toughing it out, 
and we weren’t meant to either. Everyone needs someone to 
help pick them up or sit alongside them in the hard times. 
If you think you might need help, reach out to a friend or 
family member. And if someone comes to you, take the time 
to listen. You never know how much of an impact those few 
minutes may have. We become much stronger when we stand 
together. — Zippy Duvall, AFBF president

GUEST UEST OPINIONPINION
PRIORITIZING OUR FARM 

STATE OF MIND
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PREVIEW AT 9:00 AM |  SALE AT 2 :00 PM MST

Offering 29 head of premium ranch horses consigned by some of the 
best horsemen and women in the Great Basin.

USDA proposes P&S Act revisions
In the Federal Register, USDA published proposed 

revisions to the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act’s 
Livestock Dealer Statutory Trust, which provides fi-
nancial protection for cash sellers of livestock. The 
proposed revisions would add procedures and time 
frames for a livestock seller to notify the livestock 
dealer and the secretary of Agriculture that the seller 
has not received full payment for livestock purchased 
by the dealer and that the seller intends to preserve its 
trust interests. Additionally, dealers whose average 
annual livestock purchases exceed $100,000 are re-
quired to hold all livestock purchased, and if any live-
stock have been resold, the receivables or proceeds from 
the sale must be held in trust for the benefit of all unpaid 
cash sellers of livestock until those sellers have received 
full payment. Interested parties can submit written 
comments about the proposed rule until June 6 by 
searching for docket ID AMS-FTPP-21-0015 at www.
regulations.gov.

Updated drought disaster areas
All 64 counties in Colorado and dozens across Ari-

zona, Kansas, New Mexico, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Texas and Wyoming have been declared primary natu-
ral disaster areas because of the ongoing drought. The 
designation allows farmers to receive emergency loans 
to meet various recovery needs, including replacing 
essential items such as equipment or livestock, reorga-
nizing a farming operation, or refinancing certain debts. 
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, the counties 
listed in the declaration suffered from a drought inten-
sity of D2 (severe drought) for eight or more consecutive 
weeks or suffered a drought intensity of D3 (extreme 
drought) or D4 (exceptional drought) during the grow-
ing season. Producers can go to farmers.gov to access 
the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, the “Disaster 
Assistance Programs at a Glance” fact sheet and the 
Farm Loan Discovery Tool to determine program or 
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or ask questions 
about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center.

Enviros intervene in NM suit
The Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) and 

Maricopa Audubon Society intervened in a lawsuit 
brought by the New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association 
(NMCGA) against the Biden administration’s listing 
of the southwestern willow flycatcher under the En-
dangered Species Act. NMCGA brought the suit on 
behalf of its members, stating the listing caused harm 
to their members’ property values and livelihoods. “This 
lawsuit is yet another flawed attempt to sideline science 
and advance an anti-wildlife agenda by undermining 
the Endangered Species Act,” said Noah Greenwald, 
endangered species director at CBD. “All the science 
supports the Fish and Wildlife Service’s decision that 
the southwestern willow flycatcher is a valid subspecies 
that desperately needs continued protection.” The 
groups contend the flycatcher population has declined 
by 90 percent due to “livestock grazing, dams, water 
withdrawal and sprawl.” The southwestern willow 
flycatcher was listed as an endangered species in 1995.

Cramer: Higher relief for calves
Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-ND) wrote a letter to USDA 

Farm Service Agency Administrator Zach Ducheneaux 
asking to raise the assistance level for newborn calves 
under the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) following 
Blizzard Haley. “Unfortunately, as producers have fa-
miliarized themselves with LIP, they have expressed 
concerns the payment rate for calves under 250 pounds 
does not accurately compensate them for the losses they 
incurred,” Cramer wrote. The 2022 LIP fact sheet in-
dicates that the payment rate per head for non-adult 
beef cattle weighing less than 250 lbs. is $175.27, far 
below the going rate for a calf of that size. The average 
price for calves that size, Cramer wrote, is $393, with 
a range of about $250-500. With LIP paying out 75 
percent of an animal’s value, producers could receive 
$294. Cramer wrote, “2021 in North Dakota was a dif-
ficult year, especially for ranchers,” since drought forced 
ranchers to purchase feed. “It is critical these producers 
receive meaningful relief as soon as possible,” Cramer 
continued.

Tyson reports higher sales in Q2
Tyson Foods Inc. reported higher earnings and sales 

due to the company’s efforts to offset the impacts of 
inflation, including raising sales prices in the second 
quarter, which ended April 2, 2022. The company’s 
adjusted net income for the quarter was $833 million, 
equal to $2.29 per share on the common stock—nearly 
75 percent higher than the net income of $477 million, 
or $1.34 per share, in the same period last year. In the 
beef segment, sales volume increased slightly in the 
second quarter, driven by strong global demand, but it 
was partially offset by labor and supply chain con-
straints. Strong global beef demand and higher prices, 
offset by increases in input costs, were reflected in the 
company’s sales of $5.03 billion for the quarter, a 24 
percent increase from the same period last year. 

STORY TORY SHORTSHORTS

There are several benefits 
of estrus synchronization in 
beef cows. Regardless of 
when your calving season 
occurs, manipulating the 
reproductive process of your 
cow herd can result in short-
er breeding and calving sea-
sons.

Accordingly, more calves 
born earlier in the calving 
season result in an older, 
heavier and more uniform 
calf crop when you wean. 
Shortened calving seasons 
permit improvements in 
herd health and manage-
ment, such as vaccination 
timing and practices that 
add to calf value with lower 
labor requirements (or, at 
the very least, concentrating 
labor efforts into a shorter 
time frame). Cows that are 
closer to the same stage of 
gestation can also be fed and 

grouped accordingly, which 
facilitates a higher level of 
management.

Estrus synchronization 
can be used for natural mat-
ing or breeding by artificial 
insemination (AI). Synchro-
nization protocols permit us 
to concentrate the labor 
needed for heat detection for 
a few days or, in some cases, 
eliminate the need for heat 
detection when cows can be 
bred on a timed basis. 

Using AI permits us to get 
more cows bred to geneti-

cally superior sires for traits 
of economic importance to 
our operation’s production 
and marketing goals. Syn-
chronization at the onset of 
the breeding season results 
in more cows going into heat 
in the first 18-25 days of the 
breeding season. The fe-
males' return heats will re-
main synchronized to a de-
gree, which gives a second 
chance to AI each female in 
the early part of the breed-
ing season. Without any syn-
chronization, herd manag-

ers are faced with 21 days of 
continual estrus detection 
and typically only have one 
opportunity for AI in most 
females.

Bottom line: Estrus syn-
chronization can be an im-
portant management tool to 
get cows settled as early in 
the breeding season as pos-
sible and get cows bred to 
bulls with the highest pos-
sible genetic value. A defined 
breeding season is impor-
tant for meaningful record 
keeping, timely manage-
ment and profit potential. 
Maintaining a 60-75-day 
breeding and calving season 
can be one of the cow-calf 
producer's most important 
management tools. — Mark 
Z. Johnson, Oklahoma 
State University Exten-
sion beef cattle breeding 
specialist

The benefi ts of estrus synchronization 
and artifi cial insemination in beef cows

— Could face 15 
years

A former USDA inspector 
has pleaded guilty to ac-
cepting bribes to allow cat-
tle into the U.S. from Mex-
ico without inspection.

Then-USDA Lead Ani-
mal Health Technician Ro-
berto Adams admitted he 

received $40,000 in bribery 
payments, announced U.S. 
Attorney Jennifer B. Low-
ery on April 25. Adams was 
arrested in early March in 
Laredo, TX, for allowing 
cattle to enter the country 
without properly inspecting 
or quarantining them. 

Over the course of at least 
14 months, Mexican cattle 

brokers paid Adams to al-
low their cattle into the 
country, which were tick-
infested and diseased, ac-
cording to Adam’s indict-
ment.

Adams originally pleaded 
not guilty in March and 
said he wanted a jury trial. 
U.S. District Judge Marina 
Garcia Marmolejo will im-

pose sentencing Aug. 3. Ad-
ams faces up to 15 years in 
prison and a maximum 
$250,000 fine. He was per-
mitted to remain on bond 
pending sentencing.

The FBI conducted the 
investigation, along with 
the USDA Office of Inspec-
tor General. — Anna Mill-
er, WLJ managing editor

Former USDA cattle inspector 
pleads guilty for bribery charges

Using AI permits us to get more cows 
bred to genetically superior sires for traits 
of economic importance to our operation’s 

production and marketing goals.
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in ways that protect biodi-
versity and habitat, in-
crease connectivity, or en-
hance ecosystem values 
while supporting economic 
activity or other necessary 
functions.”

CCA notes to achieve the 
goal of conserving the ad-
ditional 6 percent of the 
land to reach the 30 per-
cent conservation goal, 
CNRA has Appendix B, ti-
tled “Near-Term Actions to 
Jumpstart 30×30.” 

“Some of these actions 

may be favorable for the 
state’s cattle producers—
efforts to ‘increase volun-
tary conservation ease-
ments,’ for instance—while 
others may be more prob-
lematic (for example, ad-
ditional acquisition of land 
by the state),” CCA wrote. 

To achieve the initiative's 
goal of acquiring additional 
acres, the report states that 
identifying areas to con-
serve should be “purpose-
ful, strategic, science-
based, and most impor-
tantly, aligned with local 
conditions, communities, 
and economies.” Conserva-

tion is best achieved when 
acquired areas can meet all 
three 30x30 key objectives: 
protecting biodiversity, ad-
vancing climate action and 
expanding equitable ac-
cess, the report read. 

However, the report 
notes that not all acquisi-
tions can meet these objec-
tives. The report states a 
state-federal interagency 
team will identify willing 
sellers in order to find land 
for acquisition and secure 
funding through the fed-
eral infrastructure bill and 
the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund. The report 
notes candidate lands for 
acquisition include those 
that increase connectivity 
between conserved or re-
stored habitats to provide 
wildlife corridors. State 

agencies will also work 
with landowners to in-
crease voluntary conserva-
tion easements. 

In addition to the “Path-
ways to 30x30” report, 
CNRA also released the 
“Natural and Working 
Lands Climate Smart 
Strategy,” which outlines 
the state’s approach to 
meeting its climate change 
goals through healthy 
landscapes that store car-
bon, limit future green-
house gas emissions into 
the atmosphere and buffer 
climate impacts. 

The report defines eight 
landscape types that Cali-
fornia will better manage, 
including forests, farms, 
communities and wet-
lands. It highlights priority 
nature-based solutions 

that combat climate im-
pacts in each landscape to 
help meet California’s 
broader environmental, 
economic and social objec-
tives. The strategy also 
charts near-term actions 
and underscores partner-
ships as essential to all of 
this work.

To advance these reports 
and put them into place, 
Newsom has proposed $768 
million over two years, with 
nearly $600 million in the 
2022-23 budget. Some as-
pects of the proposed bud-
get that are of interest to 
producers include:
• $5 million to the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection to pro-
vide fire prevention grants 
for wildland grazing.
• A portion of the $200 mil-

lion the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Board will receive for 
rangeland grazing and 
grasslands protection to 
improve working land cli-
mate adaptation and resil-
iency programs, including 
grazing. 

CCA stated it would con-
tinue to engage with CNRA 
and other relevant state 
agencies to shape future 
regulatory proposals that 
are favorable to California 
cattlemen, and it will con-
tinue to advocate for recog-
nition of lands already “con-
served” by the state’s 
rangeland stewards in the 
cattle industry.

A copy of the report can 
be found at californiana
ture.ca.gov/pages/30x30 — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ 
editor

REPORT
(from page 1)

CCA will work on proposals favorable to cattlemen

U.S. beef exports soared to 
another new value record in 
March, according to data re-
leased by USDA and com-
piled by the U.S. Meat Ex-
port Federation (USMEF). 
Lamb exports continued to 
gain momentum in March, 
reaching the third largest 
monthly volume on record 
and the highest value in 
nearly eight years.

Beef exports totaled 
126,285 metric tons (mt) in 
March, up 1 percent from a 
year ago and the third largest 
on record, while value 
climbed 33 percent to a re-
cord $1.07 billion. First-quar-

ter exports increased 6 per-
cent to 353,852 mt, valued at 
just over $3 billion (up 41 
percent).

“Global demand for U.S. 
beef has eclipsed anything I 
have seen in many years in 
the meat business,” said 
USMEF president and CEO 
Dan Halstrom. “While this 
momentum is fueled by 
mainstay markets such as 
South Korea, Japan and Tai-
wan, demand is also very 
strong in China/Hong Kong 
and key Latin American mar-
kets, while exports to the 
Middle East have rebounded 
impressively.”

Halstrom cautioned that 
first-quarter results do not 
fully reflect the impact of 
recent COVID-19 lockdowns 
in China that have slowed 
product movement and 
forced many restaurants to 
suspend or limit service. 
These obstacles are likely to 
have a greater impact on 
April and May export data. 
He also noted that while beef 
demand has been very resil-
ient, inflation represents a 
potential headwind.

“Consumers throughout 
the world have shown how 
much they value the quality 
of U.S. beef, but disposable 
income is under increasing 
pressure as they pay more for 
energy and other daily 
needs,” he said.

South Korea top 
destination 

March beef exports to 
South Korea totaled 26,834 
mt, up 11 percent from a year 
ago, valued at $278.3 mil-
lion—up 58 percent and the 
second highest on record, 
trailing only the record total 
($316.4 million) posted in 
January.

First-quarter exports to 
South Korea were 75,445 mt, 
up 9 percent from a year ago, 
while export value climbed 
57 percent to $792.6 million. 
Export growth to South Ko-
rea has been largely driven 
by soaring retail demand, but 
the food service climate re-
ceived a boost in April as 
South Korea removed all 
COVID-related limits on res-
taurant operating hours and 
lifted most social distancing 
restrictions on consumers.

Following a similar course, 
Japan recently lifted the 
COVID quasi-state of emer-
gency that was in place in 18 
of the country’s 47 prefec-
tures. March beef exports to 
Japan were 25,690 mt, down 

10 percent from a year ago, 
but value still increased 17 
percent to $212.6 million. 
First-quarter exports to Ja-
pan climbed 22 percent in 
value to $594.2 million de-
spite a 4 percent decline in 
volume (72,179 mt).

China has taken a decid-
edly different approach to 
COVID outbreaks, recently 
imposing lockdowns in sev-
eral large population centers. 
These policies have made it 
difficult for U.S. exporters to 
supply beef and pork to Chi-
na and have slowed demand 
from confined consumers. 
However, these develop-
ments will likely have a more 
significant impact on second-
quarter export results. 
COVID restrictions also 
slowed demand in Hong 
Kong, where the mandatory 
closing time for restaurants 
was only recently extended 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., and 
the per-table limit was raised 
from two people to four.

With direct exports to Chi-
na setting a new record, 
March beef exports to China/
Hong Kong reached 22,745 
mt, up 11 percent from a year 
ago, valued at $207.7 million 
(up 26 percent). This pushed 
the first-quarter export vol-
ume to 62,237 mt, up 36 per-
cent year over year, while 
value climbed 59 percent to 
$582.4 million.

Other first-quarter 
results 

Exports to Taiwan raced 
to a fast start in 2022, climb-
ing 47 percent from a year 
ago to 18,243 mt, while ex-
port value nearly doubled to 
$227.2 million (up 92 per-
cent). The U.S. dominates 
Taiwan’s chilled beef mar-
ket, capturing an 80 percent 
market share. Taiwan has 
seen surging COVID cases 
in April and early May but 
is not imposing lockdowns.

After a record year in 
2021, demand in Central 
America continues to trend 
higher, led by excellent 
growth in Guatemala, Pan-
ama and Honduras. First-
quarter exports to the region 
increased 14 percent to 
5,950 mt, valued at $42 mil-
lion (up 38 percent).

With food service demand 
rebounding in the Caribbe-
an, exports increased 41 per-
cent to 6,337 mt, with value 
more than doubling to $56.8 
million (up 109 percent). 
Growth was led by the Do-
minican Republic, Jamaica 

and the Bahamas.
Beef exports to the Middle 

East continue to rebound, 
led by stronger variety meat 
demand in Egypt and mus-
cle cut growth in Kuwait, 
Qatar and Bahrain. March 
exports to Qatar were the 
highest since 2011, and ex-
ports to Bahrain were the 
third largest on record. 
First-quarter exports to the 
region increased 13 percent 
to 18,490 mt, valued at $74.8 
million (up 38 percent).

While first-quarter ex-
ports of beef variety meat 
edged modestly higher in 
volume (353,852 mt, up 3 
percent), these items com-
manded sharply higher 
prices as export value 
climbed 34 percent to just 
over $300 million. In addi-
tion to Egypt, export value 
increased impressively to 
Japan, China and the Carib-
bean.

March beef export value 
equated to $472.73 per head 
of fed slaughter, up 36 per-
cent from a year ago. The 
first-quarter average was 
$474.10 per head, up 41 per-
cent. Exports accounted for 
14.7 percent of total March 
beef production, up from 
14.5 percent a year ago, 
while the ratio for muscle 
cuts was steady at 12.7 per-
cent. First-quarter exports 
accounted for 14.7 percent of 
total production and 12.7 
percent for muscle cuts, up 
from 14.1 percent and 11.9 
percent, respectively.

March lamb 
exports

March exports of U.S. 
lamb increased 75 percent 
from a year ago to 1,906 mt, 
the largest volume since 
2011 and the third largest 
on record. Export value 
nearly doubled to $2.88 mil-
lion, up 95 percent and the 
highest since 2014. Growth 
continues to be led by vari-
ety meat exports to top mar-
ket Mexico, but muscle cut 
demand also rebounded in 
Mexico and the Caribbean 
and showed promising 
growth in the Philippines.

First-quarter lamb ex-
ports increased 54 percent 
from a year ago to 5,019 mt, 
while value climbed 72 per-
cent to $7.35 million. Muscle 
cut exports grew at an even 
faster pace, up 80 percent 
from a year ago in volume 
(492 mt) and 88 percent in 
value ($3.04 million). — 
USMEF

Beef export value sets another record
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to editorial@wlj.net.)
May 20-21 – Registration is now open 
for three National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Stockmanship and 
Stewardship regional events, with the 
first stop in Blacksburg, VA, May 20-
21. Details: www.Stockmanship
AndStewardship.org.  Cat t le 
producers attending a Stockmanship 
and Stewardship event are eligible for 
reimbursement through the Rancher 
Resilience Grant. 
June 1-4 – Registration is now open 
for the 2022 Beef Improvement 
Federation Research Symposium 
and Convention in Las Cruces, NM. 
Early registration ends May 4. Details: 
cvent.me/38rPNP.
June 13-15 – Registration is open for 
the  Co lo rado  Ca t t l emen ’s 
Association’s (CCA) 2022 Annual 
Convention, which will be held at the 
Colorado Springs Marriott in Colorado 
Springs, CO. Visit www.coloradocattle.
org/annual-convention for registration 
information, the schedule of events 
and more highlights. You can also 

register by calling the CCA office 
directly at 303-431-6422.
June 16-18 – Registration is now 
open for three National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association Stockmanship and 
Stewardship regional events, with the 
second stop in Leavenworth, KS, 
June 16-18. Detai ls:  www.
StockmanshipAndStewardship.org. 
Cattle producers attending a 
Stockmanship and Stewardship 
event are eligible for reimbursement 
through the Rancher Resilience 
Grant. 
June 22-23 – The California 
Cattlemen’s Association and 
California CattleWomen’s Annual 
Midyear Meeting is being held at the 
Murieta Inn in Rancho Murieta, CA. 
Full registration is $200. To register, 
visit calcattlemen.org.
Aug. 8-9 – The second American 
Lamb Summit is set for Aug. 8-9 in 
East Lansing, MI. The registration fee 
is $200, with an optional tour organized 
by the Michigan Sheep Producers 
Association on August 10 for an 
additional fee of $125, which is limited 

to 36 participants. To learn more and 
register, go to LambSummit.com.
Aug. 12-13 – Registration is now 
open for three National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association Stockmanship and 
Stewardship regional events, with the 
third stop at Auburn University in 
Auburn, AL, Aug. 12-13. Details: www.
StockmanshipAndStewardship.org. 
Cattle producers attending a 
Stockmanship and Stewardship 
event are eligible for reimbursement 
through the Rancher Resilience 
Grant. 
Aug. 18-19 – R-CALF USA is hosting 
its 2022 Annual Convention and 
Trade Show at the Lodge at 
Deadwood in Deadwood, SD. 
Sponsor and attendee registration is 
available now at www.rcalfconvention.
com. 
Aug. 24-26 – Registration is now 
open for the Public Land Council’s 
2022 Annual Meeting in Cody, WY. 
Registration and hotel details can be 
found at publiclandscouncil.org under 
the “events” tab. Early bird registration 
ends June 15.

COMING OMING EVENTSVENTS
(Send calendar of

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) is propos-
ing to list a subspecies of 
silverspot butterfly as 
threatened under the En-
dangered Species Act (ESA) 
after conducting a peer-re-
viewed species status assess-
ment (SSA).

The environmental group 
WildEarth Guardians peti-
tioned USFWS in 2013 to list 
the silverspot butterfly for 
protection. In 2016, USFWS 
found the petition presented 
“substantial scientific or 
commercial information in-
dicating that the petitioned 
action may be warranted” 
and began reviewing the 
species for the listing.

The silverspot butterfly 
can be found in elevations of 
5,200 to 8,300 feet across 
southwestern Colorado, 
eastern Utah and northern 
New Mexico. The butterflies 
have a 3-inch wingspan with 
distinctive silvery-white 
spots on the underside of 
their wings. On their upper 
side, females have a cream 
or light yellow coloring with 
brown or black, and males 
have a bright orange upper 
side.

They require moist, open 
meadows for nectar sources 
and lay their eggs on, or im-
mediately next to, the bog 
violets that the larvae feed 
on exclusively. The eggs 

hatch approximately two 
weeks after being laid in 
September, and the larvae 
immediately drink water 
before going dormant until 
May. When the bog violets 
flower in May, the larvae 
begin feeding on them into 
July.

According to the release, 
“While the silverspot but-
terfly is not in immediate 
danger of extinction, the best 
available scientific informa-
tion indicates that it is in 
danger of extinction in the 
foreseeable future.”

The SSA states habitat 
loss is due to fragmentation, 
incompatible livestock graz-
ing, human-caused hydro-
logical alteration, genetic 
isolation, climate change, 
invasion by nonnative 
plants, fires and pesticides, 
which influence or could in-
fluence species viability.

The SSA notes there are 
19 colonies representing 10 
populations, and little con-
servation effort has been di-
rected toward the silverspot 
butterfly. The two measures 
that occurred were both in 
Mesa County, Colorado, in 
the Mesa/Grand population. 
The authors stated that 
housing development and a 
golf course in Durango, CO, 
and Beulah, NM, caused 
habitat loss. Additionally, 
agricultural conversion has 

occurred within the range of 
the butterfly. 

The SSA states that graz-
ing may cause habitat loss 
and degradation if excessive, 
especially in naturally scarce 
habitats. “Summer grazing 
is typically incompatible be-
cause livestock graze on the 
violet leaves, nectar sources 
and other vegetation neces-
sary for the butterfly when 
the larvae and adults need 
them,” the report states. The 
SSA notes that the spik-
erush and willow invasion in 
the Unaweep Seep colony in 
the Mesa/Grand population 
contributed to the loss of 
habitat. It is unknown if it 
would have occurred with-
out grazing.

“Grazing is ongoing in

suitable habitat for the spe-
cies and can limit the avail-
ability of habitat throughout 
the range. Though it can be 
compatible, it is expected to 
continue to be a major factor 
influencing species viabili-
ty,” the report continued.

According to the release 
by USFWS, the agency is 
considering an accompany-
ing 4(d) rule to the threat-
ened listing, which would 
support tailored conserva-
tion of the species with bal-
anced land management to 
allow continued acceptable 
land uses.

The proposed rule to list 
the silverspot butterfly as a 
threatened species and the 
accompanying 4(d) rule will 
be open for public comment 
until July 5. To comment, 
you can visit www.regulat
ions.gov and search for docu-
ment ID 1018-BE98. — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ 
editor

USFWS proposes listing butterfl y 

in CO, NM, UT as threatened

 Robb Hannawacker
The upper side of a female silverspot butterfl y has distinctive 
cream spots.

A vaccine candidate for 
African swine fever (ASF) 
has passed a safety test for 
regulatory approval, moving 
the vaccine a step closer to 
commercial use.

USDA Agricultural Re-
search Service (ARS) scien-
tists said passing the test is 
a critical milestone for the 
ASF vaccine candidate. The 
test shows the vaccine’s 
weakened form of the ASF 
virus does not revert to its 
original state once injected 
into swine. 

“It is very hard to predict 
how selective pressure can 
cause a live attenuated vac-
cine to return to virulence,” 
said senior ARS scientist 
Douglas Gladue. “In the case 
of this particular vaccine can-
didate, ASFV-G-DI177L, we 
deleted a gene, which makes 

it difficult for the virus to 
simply add the gene back.”

While the safety tests are 
necessary to gain approval 
for use across the world, fu-
ture commercial use will de-
pend on approval from an 
individual country’s depart-
ment of animal health. There 
have not been any ASF out-
breaks in the U.S., but the 
virus has decimated hog 
herds in other parts of the 
world, including Central Eu-
rope and Asia and the Do-
minican Republic.

“For low- and middle-in-
come countries, the avail-
ability of a vaccine is para-
mount, as depopulating af-
fected swine herds is not lo-
gistically or economically 
feasible,” read the research 
article published in the sci-
entific journal Viruses.

Results show the vaccine 
candidate was given to pigs 
6-8 weeks of age, was safe 
and lacked the ability to in-
duce local and systemic dis-
ease. Although a low level of 
shedding from vaccinated 
animals could be detected for 
a few days, the vaccine virus 
was shown to remain geneti-
cally stable.

The vaccine candidate was 
selected by National Veteri-
nary Joint Stock Company 
for commercial development 
in Vietnam. The company 
has partnered with ARS on 
ASF vaccine research and 
development since 2020, and 
further development will 
continue once the candidate 
receives regulatory approval 
from Vietnam. — Anna 
Miller, WLJ managing 
editor

ASF vaccine is one 
step closer to reality
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spring season. Lujan Grish-
am questioned why the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) would 
burn in April, when fire ex-
perts say it is notoriously 
windy in New Mexico. Local 
residents have posted on 
Facebook to say the same. 

Rep. Teresa Leger Fernan-
dez (D-NM-3) wrote a letter 
to USFS stating she was out-
raged and demanded an-
swers on how the agency 
could approve the prescribed 
burn. “New Mexicans will 
feel the damage from this fire 
for years and generations to 
come,” she wrote. Fernandez 
also called for updated pre-
scribed burn protocols.

USFS spokesperson Mi-
chelle Burnett told Source 
New Mexico the prescribed 
burn was scheduled for 
March, but officials called it 
off due to snow on the ground. 
USFS said the forecasted 
weather conditions were 
“within parameters of the 
prescribed burn,” but the 

agency has declined to spec-
ify what those parameters 
were.

Other wildfires are also 
burning in the state, includ-
ing the Cerro Pelado fire, 
which started on April 22 
east of Jemez Springs and 
southeast of Los Alamos near 
the Bandelier National Mon-
ument. The fire had burned 
over 42,000 acres as of May 
10 and was 11 percent con-
tained, according to InciWeb. 
Officials at Los Alamos Na-
tional Laboratory and resi-
dents in the nearby town of 
Los Alamos are preparing for 
evacuations as a precaution.

The Bear Trap fire in the 
San Mateo Mountains start-
ed May 1, and as of May 11, 
had burned over 7,200 acres. 
No communities are under 
threat at this time. Crews 
have gotten the upper hand 
on the Cooks Peak fire, which 
was 97 percent contained 
and burned close to 60,000 
acres. The fire started on 
April 17 and forced the evac-
uation of some Mora County 
residents, who are slowly 

being allowed to return to 
their homes. 

On May 4, Biden made a 
federal disaster declaration, 
making funding available for 
residents of Colfax, Lincoln, 
Mora, San Miguel and Valen-
cia counties. The funding 
provides grants for tempo-
rary housing and home re-
pairs, low-cost loans to cover 
uninsured property losses, 
and other programs to help 
individuals and business 
owners recover from the ef-
fects of the disaster.

The New Mexico Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Manage-
ment has information on 
their website on how to apply 
for aid, where to donate sup-
plies and volunteer, and 
where to find fire information 
and resources. 

Ranches
Loren Patterson, president 

of the New Mexico Cattle 
Growers’ Association, told 
WLJ there are about 100 
ranches affected by the fire, 

and New Mexico Livestock 
Board inspectors will per-
form follow-ups on 424 loca-
tions with all types of live-
stock.

Patterson said the biggest 
concern is the fire and the 
lack of power in fire-adjacent 
areas, which prevents the 
pumping of well water. He 
noted there had been record 
winds, with gusts up to 50 
miles per hour, and the hu-
midity has been very low for 
this time of year. 

The National Weather Ser-
vice has continued to issue 
Red Flag Warnings for much 
of New Mexico and Arizona 
and parts of Colorado and 
Nevada. Forecasters said 
New Mexico is outpacing 
most other recent years for 
the number of Red Flag days 
in April and May so far.

Patterson said that some 
ranchers or their family 
members have evacuated, 
with some returning to check 
on livestock with escorts. 

For affected producers who 
need an escort to check on 
animals, contact the New 

Mexico State Police Dispatch 
office in Las Vegas at 505-
425-6771, and they will take 
your information to schedule 
a time when it is safe to 
check. 

Vincent Marquez, a ranch-
er in San Miguel County, told 
the Santa Fe New Mexican 
he lost a yearling to a moun-
tain lion because predators 
and other wildlife are moving 
away from the fire. Marquez 
said he had seen the elk pop-
ulation triple since the start 
of the fire and the mule deer 
population quadruple as they 
try to escape the fire. Mar-
quez, who lives in Las Vegas, 
said he is reasonably sure the 
fire destroyed the ranch and 
cabin after learning a nearby 
home was burned, but he 
moved his cattle before the 
fire arrived. 

Patterson said people are 
upset the prescribed burn by 
USFS resulted in the Her-
mits Peak fire.

Patterson said the com-
munity, which has been there 
for generations, will be af-
fected for decades as a result 

of the fire. As the community 
recovers, Patterson said fed-
eral relief should be provided, 
and the community should 
have more control of forest 
management.   

The New Mexico Cattle 
Growers’ Association has es-
tablished a producer relief 
fund on their website at 
bit.ly/3kwnpcb or by calling 
505-247-0584. Funds will be 
used to assist families, cover 
transportation costs for hay 
and cover replacement fenc-
ing, Patterson said.

The Public Lands Council 
(PLC) is working with the 
Bureau of Land Management 
and USFS to ensure produc-
ers have resources available 
during the fire season, includ-
ing access to alternative for-
ages, authorization to move 
livestock during incidents, 
and support when fire causes 
livestock or forage losses. On 
PLC’s website, ranchers can 
find a list of available federal 
and state disaster resources 
for wildfires and droughts. 
— Charles Wallace, WLJ 
editor

FIRE
(from page 1)

About 100 ranches affected by NM fire

There have been several 
wildfires this spring that 
have affected range and pas-
ture lands across Nebraska. 
Although the immediate 
aftermath of a fast-moving 
fire can look quite devastat-
ing, most of our perennial 
pasture grasses will recover 
with adequate moisture.

One of the key impacts of 
a wildfire is the loss of plant 
residue and litter that pro-

tect the soil surface. This 
residue is important for re-
ducing wind and water ero-
sion and the loss of soil mois-
ture. Some of the wildfire 
areas had significant winds 
during and after the fire. 
This likely led to some scour-
ing erosion around the 
plants. At the time of the 
fire, many cool-season 
grasses had started their 
initial spring growth or 

green-up. They will be set 
back a little, but they will 
recover.

An important grazing 
management recommenda-
tion following a wildfire is to 
delay turnout, possibly as 
long as one month. This is 
both for fire recovery and 
drought potential. This will 
allow the grass plants to 
maximize growth given the 
current soil moisture condi-

tions, resulting in greater 
season-long production.

Secondly, stocking rates 
should be reduced with the 
objective of leaving adequate 
residue, which will become 
litter on the ground. This is 
to replace what was lost in 
the fire. Rainfall in May and 
June will be critical and 
should be the guiding factor 
affecting any of the above 
management decisions.

It is not uncommon to see 
a greater number of annual 
weeds show up in a pasture 
after a fire. While this may 
look concerning, these 
weeds can actually be use-
ful; they have some forage 
value or will turn into resi-
due and cover at the end of 
the season. Their numbers 
will decline the following 
year.

Byproducts of a wildfire 
include areas that were 
disked for a firebreak. Ide-

ally, these areas should be 
reseeded using the same 
grass species found in the 
rest of the pasture. If this 
cannot be done within the 
next few weeks, a summer 
annual forage crop could be 
planted as a cover, and then 
the producer can plan for 
reseeding the perennial 
grasses next spring. — Jer-
ry Volesky, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln Exten-
sion range and forage 
specialist

Grazing management following wildfi res

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack announced USDA is 
accepting 2 million acres into 
the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) during the 
first of multiple sign-up peri-
ods in 2022. 

“Our conservation pro-
grams are voluntary, and at 
the end of the day, producers 
are making market-based 
decisions as the program was 
designed to allow and encour-
ages,” Vilsack said. “We rec-
ognize the Conservation Re-
serve Program is an impor-
tant tool in helping mitigate 
climate change and conserve 
natural resources, and this 
announcement is just the 
first opportunity for produc-
ers to take advantage of the 
program.”

USDA said in the an-
nouncement that 3.4 million 
acres are expiring this year, 
and producers submitted re-
enrollment offers for just over 
half of the expiring acres. 
USDA noted the offers for 
new land under general CRP 
were considerably lower than 
in 2021, with fewer than 
400,000 acres being offered 
this year versus over 700,000 
acres offered last year.

Vilsack is encouraging pro-
ducers to still sign up for the 
Grassland CRP working 
lands program, the continu-
ous CRP for more targeted 
buffer practices, and partner-
ship opportunities through 
the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program. 

Zach Ducheneaux, admin-
istrator of USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA), told Jerry 
Hagstrom, DTN political cor-
respondent, he hopes the 
sign-ups for those programs 
will make it possible for FSA, 
which manages the CRP, to 
reach the maximum acreage 
enrollment of 27 million 
acres in 2023. 

Ducheneaux said, “I don't 
see CRP as land idling,” and 
he noted USDA allowed har-
vesting and foraging on CRP 
land last year and said it 
“literally kept cattle herds 
together” in North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Nebraska. 
Ducheneaux noted the pro-
gram is voluntary, and land-
owners can make an enroll-
ment decision, but he added 
CRP “finds a better use for 
land that is marginal or sub-
marginal” and creates biodi-
versity. 

USDA noted land enrolled 
in CRP plays a role in climate 
change mitigation efforts. In 
2021, FSA introduced the 
Climate-Smart Practice In-
centive, which provides an 
incentive payment based on 
the predominant vegetation 
type for the practices en-
rolled.

While the general sign-up 
is closed, producers and land-
owners can still apply for the 
continuous sign-up and 
Grassland sign-up by con-
tacting their local USDA Ser-
vice Center. — Charles Wal-
lace, WLJ editor

USDA accepts 2 
million acres to CRP
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•• THE BULL PENTHE BULL PEN

Registered Black & Red Angus Bulls
2-YEAR-OLD AND YEARLING BULLS
RAISED AT HIGH ALTITUDES
PAP TESTED
SEMEN TESTED
EXCELLENT CARCASS
MATERNAL & FEED EFFICIENT

RANCH  
GELDINGS  
AVAILABLE

WWW.MEMORYRANCHES.COM                     WELLS, NV

MONTY - 208-412-6156       LUKE - 208-695-0399

50 private treaty bulls for sale
High-quality, STOUT bulls. 

Mostly grandsons of SAV RESOURCE 1441.
Also available due to loss of lease: 200 pairs. 

Load lots available by age group.
3 years old to short-term pairs.

Call Scott
(208) 940-0433     silverbit_ranch@yahoo.com

Videos and catalog available at  
www.ernstherefords.com
www.barstarcattle.com

Bulls priced from $3,000 up. 
Volume discounts available. Will 
work with buyers on  
trucking anywhere in the U.S. 

Chad Murnin
(406) 399-7811

Marshall Ernst 
(970) 381-6316

Private treaty Polled Hereford bulls for sale at the 
ranch, Musselshell, MT.

GET THE RESULTS YOU WANT...
Get a 3.2” x 2” black 
and white boxed ad for:
3 weeks 
$95 per insertion

6 weeks 
$85 per insertion

12 weeks 
$75 per insertion

.. advertise in advertise in 
The Bull Pen.Thhee BBull PPeen.Thhee BBull PPeen.

It’s not just It’s not just 
for bulls!for bulls!

Call Tom White • 800-850-2769
Western Livestock Journal

Two-Year-Old registered Limousin Bulls
Proven genetics, range ready. Selling over 250+ head annually.

<RUNNING CREEK RANCH CO.
45400 County Road 21 • Elizabeth, CO 80107
www.runningcreekranch.com

Joe Freund (303) 341-9311 • Joey Freund (303) 841-7901
Pat Kelley (303) 840-1848

Angus Bulls for Sale
Private Treaty Sales

Big, Stout and Range Ready
Performance Tested

Fertility Tested
DNA Enhanced EPD’s

Priced for the Commercial Cowman
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The Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
confirmed a rancher in 
northeast Oregon killed a 
yearling male wolf from the 
Chesnimnus Pack after be-
ing issued a permit by the 
department.

The permit was issued 
after the rancher, Tom Birk-
maier, who ranches along 
Crow Creek in Wallowa 
County, experienced two 
depredations by the Chesn-
imnus Pack in three days 
on his public land grazing 
allotment, which resulted 
in three dead calves.

The depredations oc-
curred on April 25 and 27. 
A third event occurred in 
the Crow Creek area on 
April 29, but ODFW was 

unable to determine if the 
loss of a calf was due to a 
wolf depredation. The 
Chesnimnus Pack was also 
responsible for the loss of a 
calf in the Joseph Creek 
area, which ODFW esti-
mated happened about a 
week before the April 30 
investigation. 

The agency also conduct-
ed two other investigations 
in Wallowa County but was 
unable to determine the 
cause of the death of one 
calf. ODFW determined the 
deaths of three lambs were 
possibly due to coyotes.

ODFW confirmed that 
Birkmaier also had live-
stock injured in another 
public land pasture, and the 
permit had already been

amended to allow removal 
in that pasture.

The permit was issued 
since the level of depreda-
tion met the definition of 
chronic livestock depreda-
tion under Wolf Manage-
ment Plan rules. The defini-
tion stipulates that a mini-
mum of two confirmed 
depredations occurred in 

nine months and nonlethal 
measures were taken prior 
to the depredation. 

ODFW reported Birk-
maier used nonlethal mea-
sures, including the use of 
a range rider funded by a 
nonprofit organization. 
Birkmaier and the range 
rider used spotlights, radios 
and foxlights and recently 

increased the amount of 
time humans spent in the 
area. This included spend-
ing several nights in the 
pasture with the cattle fol-
lowing the first depredation 
and attempting to haze 
wolves out of the area on 
April 26 by shooting in the 
air over eight wolves he en-
countered in the pasture. 

ODFW confirmed Birk-
maier shot the wolf under 
the permit on May 3. The 
permit authorizes the re-
moval of two wolves where 
the depredations occurred 
and expires on May 24. 
ODFW stated Birkmaier 
will continue to use nonle-
thal measures once the per-
mit expires to reduce fur-
ther depredation incidents. 

The Chesnimnus Pack 
numbers at least eight or 
nine adult and yearling 
wolves, none of which have 
a working GPS collar, ac-
cording to ODFW. The agen-
cy says killing two wolves is 
not expected to impact the 
pack’s breeding success, as 
the breeding female may be 
located at the den far away 
from the depredation sites. 

ODFW released the min-
imum wolf count on April 
19, showing the population 
increased by only two wolves 
due to mortalities. The pop-
ulation increased from 173 
to 175 wolves, while mor-
talities increased from 10 in 
2020 to 26 last year. — 
Charles Wallace, WLJ 
editor

Rancher lethally removes wolf in OR after depredations

Beef demand
Beef consumption typi-

cally declines during infla-
tionary periods, but it has 
not since 2020. CoBank 
says from 2009-15, beef 
prices rose 7 percent on 
average per year, and per

capita beef consumption 
declined more than 11 per-
cent. 

While prices over the 
past couple of years have 
increased by more than 20 
percent, consumption still 
increased by 1.4 percent. 
Beef consumption has risen 
8.6 percent since 2015. 
USDA expects a slight de-
cline in beef pounds con-
sumed through 2022-23.

Producers have had more 
than their fair share of 
challenges over the past 
couple of years. Temporary 
processing plant closures in 
2020 led to backups in the 
fed cattle supply that we 
continue to face today. With 

worsening drought condi-
tions across the West, the 
nation’s beef herd has de-
clined, with cow and re-
placement heifer numbers 
down 12 percent since 
2017. USDA predicts a 2 
percent decline in beef and 
pork production in 2022.

Chicken was expected to 
pick up the slack for lower 
production numbers, but 
broiler production growth 
averaged barely over 1 per-
cent from 2020-21. This 
was due to uncertainty re-
garding the future of food 
service, high feed costs, 
chick survivability and 
highly pathogenic avian 
influenza, according to 

CoBank.
“The bottom line is that 

slightly higher poultry pro-
duction and slightly higher 
red meat imports will leave 
the domestic meat and 
poultry supply essentially 
unchanged in 2022,” Ear-
nest wrote in the report.

Although wages are in-
creasing, they are not keep-
ing pace with inflation, 
which could affect meat 
purchases. However, Ear-
nest said CoBank does not 
anticipate consumers 
“trading down” in their pro-
tein purchases and favor-
ing chicken as severely as 
in 2006-15 when chicken 
grew in popularity in fast-

casual restaurants. How-
ever, the possibility is still 
there at a smaller impact.

“If consumers’ real in-
comes continue to decline 
along with higher meat 
prices, we may finally see a 
significant change in con-
sumers’ willingness to pay 
for red meat,” Earnest con-
cluded. If so, the broiler 
industry may see modest 
growth and strong mar-
gins, but CoBank doesn’t 
expect it will rival the ex-
pansive growth that oc-
curred from 2017-20 when 
eight new broiler plants 
were built. — Anna Mill-
er, WLJ managing edi-
tor

MEAT
(from page 1)

Broiler industry may see strong margins, modest growth

The permit authorizes the 
removal of two wolves where the 

depredations occurred and 
expires on May 24.

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of livestock producers, 
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities calendar 
lists internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- and 
livestock-focused students, listed by 
application deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to 
announce, please email it to 
editorial@wlj.net.)
June 15 – Tavaputs Ranch is 
honoring the memory of the late Tate 

Jensen through an annual $2,500 
scholarship. Applicants must be 
seniors in college or in a graduate 
student program and studying 
agriculture or natural resources. 
Applications must include an essay 
with the applicant’s background, 
college involvement and their future 
plans. Applications can be submitted 
to jennie.m.jensen@gmail.com or by 
mail to Jennie Christensen at P.O. 
Box 725, Price, UT 84501.

YOUTH OUTH OPPORTUNITIESPPORTUNITIES
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CANADACANADA
May 11
Lethbridge, Alberta 1,283

250-262 244-261 231-245 216-241 199-221.50 176-209.75 85-107
209-216 205-214 203-211 188-209 182-194 168-181 124-136.50

May 6
Alabama 8,243

178-200 166-189 155-182 140-165 135-150 134-138.25 60-95 400-1,400
143-165 138-165 135-159 123-145 113-154 79-120 250-1,500

May 9
Lexington, KY 603

187.50-207* 185-220* 165-197* 162-201* 164-179* 141-156* 129-150.35* 66-100 1,525-1,575
176-190* 158-181* 146-170* 142-165.50* 132-154* 124-128* 101-125* 97-126 875-1,275

May 9
Joplin, MO 4,053

205-225 192.50-220 187-205 167-190 151.25-174.50 157-159.50
175-199 165-180 157-171 157-170.50 154-158 142-144

May 9
Tennessee 6,440

190-212.50* 176-220* 162-200* 156-189* 142.50-173* 131-155* 120-140* 55-98.50 925-1,580
145-185* 146-183* 140-185* 122.50-169* 110-157* 114-133* 94-123* 72-133 600-1,375

May 9
Virginia 4,556

153-217 128-206 145-192.50 140-185 130-161 107-152
128-155 142-160 139-165 129-160.25 87.50-145 111-145 101-137

EA
ST

EA
ST

May 5
Willcox, AZ 1,063

200 165-203 180-195 155-188.50 153-180 65-100
160-166 151-167 146-161 140-151.50 133-148 80-105

May 9
Colorado 6,545

196-205 185-203 180-201.50 170-182 156-173 142-154.50 42.50-95 1,125-1,800
173-199 157-176 154-171 145-154 138-142.25 71-119 875-1,400

May 4
La Junta, CO 1,815

188-197 173-188 160-173 150-160 141 70-90 1,050-1,675
168-173 155-169 155-162 148-159 115-137 86-113.50 975-1,400

No report available
Loma, CO
May 11
Dodge City, KS 2,112

195-205 180-195 177-188 170-179.50 154-167 135-158 67-85 1,185-1,525
181 156-171 146-161.50 146-154.50 151-160.10 130-146 93-109 710-950

May 12
Pratt, KS 3,500

173-174 179 166-173 165
173 162-178.25 141-162 124-144.25

May 5
Salina, KS 2,148

197-212 175-204 185-191.50 163-174 141.50-164.50
184-189 177-187.50 168-184 143-166 142-153.50 122.50-140.50

May 11
Clovis, NM

1,475
191-206 180-192 160-181 149-166 141-150 75
160-167 154-163.50 151-161 138-147.50 130-140 114

May 5
El Reno, OK 7,401

197.50-225 205-215 175-200 165-182 153-163 140-155
190 166-180 156-160 137-163 143-152 131.50-143.25

May 11
McAlester, OK 1,810

185-211 195-210 181-209 163-187 148-162 60-84 750-1,600
159-175 168-184 147-162 135-156 129-135 81-114 675-1,450

May 10
Oklahoma City, OK 6,532

222 207-225.50 197-226 175-205 170-181 150-173.25 136-157
189 183-199 173-188 154-178 152-167 137.50-155.25 129-143.50

May 6
Cuero, TX 972

162-210 170-196 163-192 154-178 151-162 143-154 65-80 900-1,250
123-230 143-198 143-204 141-194 135-157 122-138 90-111

May 6
Dalhart, TX 2,150

186-200 182-196 178-189 160-173.50 138-146 134.50-143 60-83 1,100
168-179 163.50-174.50 144-163.25 135-151 100-127 84-110 1,000

May 5
San Angelo, TX 1,260

169-191 164-191 154-177 144-158 140-147 61-94 800-1,450
138-170 138-166 135-152 127-144 112-118 75-108 800-1,100

May 5
Tulia, TX 1,276

198-205.50 197-205 176-192 162-177 152.50-166.50 137.50-145 70-80
165-172 165-179 160.50-167.50 145-154 137-143 115-128 85-90

SO
UT

H 
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L
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H 

CE
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May 9
Iowa 7,044

200-230 195-227.50 187.50-215 174.50-199.25 150-176.75 143.25-167 69-94
180-191 166-186 155-177.75 143-165 140-148.75 127.50-148.25 66-120

May 10
Miles City, MT 1,354

207-211 189-201 158 154.75 71-86.50 1,210-2,035
172 150-155 143 81-107.50 1,060-1,200

May 11
Bassett, NE 1,360

251 240-245.75 190.50-216 161-197 157.50-164.50 147-162.50
200 186-203 157-185 151-169.50 136-159.50 136.50-146

May 7
Ericson, NE 1,380

1,125-1,700
850-1,550

May 10
Imperial, NE 750

186 155 149.50
159.50-165 147 137.50-143

No report available
Kearney, NE
No report available
Lexington, NE
No report available
Ogallala, NE
No report available
Valentine, NE
No report available
Herreid, SD
May 6
Torrington, WY 1,830

222.50 200-204 185.50 138-141 79.72-91 1,585-1,750
175-185 175-183 163-171 152-162 142-145.50 106.81 1,210-1,650

NO
RT

H 
CE
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RA

L
NO

RT
H 

CE
NT
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L

April 29
Orland, CA 2,437

150-182 140-192 130-171 120-154 110-136 45-97
165 176 147 140 126 80-135

May 9
Escalon, CA N/A

130-171 125-161 120-141 100-125 64-78 800-1,300
125-156 120-153 100-135 95-115 86-126 700-1,300

No report available
Famoso, CA
No report available
Galt, CA
May 10
Turlock, CA 1,308

170-187.50 160-173 150-162 132-144.50 124-135 73-87
153-185 151-174 140-163.75 90-122

May 3
Salina, UT 1,026

190-200 160-188 152.50-182.50 144-173 138.25-175 126-156 112.50-148 67.75-88.25 1,150-1,435
175-180 145-170 140-167 130-163 127.50-153.50 117-158.50 80-138 89.75-116.50

FA
RW

ES
T

FA
RW

ES
T

May 6
Blackfoot, ID N/A

160-192 155-192 155-187 150-182 145-177 132-157 75-88.50
150-170 150-185 140-173 137-169 132-151 122-145 86-82

May 5
Burley, ID 264

197.50 178 168 152 123-138 91-97.75 1,650
178 149-172 146 138 108-124 99-113

No report available
Emmett, ID
May 9
Eugene, OR 765

130-157* 128-150* 120-149* 125-145* 84-90 930-1,330
110-120* 110-135* 105-118* 98-118* 112-129* 107-122.50* 110-120 760-1,240

No report available
Madras, OR
No report available
Vale, OR
May 11
Davenport, WA 266

125 133-151 132-134 66-140 60-107 104-123 46-108 1,200-1,350
60-150 35-127 103-130 44-129 42-105 86-103 88.50-119

May 5
Toppenish, WA 1,850

177-209* 172.50-184* 78-99.75 1,150-1,450
170* 163-170* 147.50-156.35* 108-121.50

NO
RT

HW
ES

T
NO

RT
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Selected AuctionSelected Auction
Week Ending May 12, 2022Week Ending May 12, 2022

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle, 
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

STEERS / HEIFERS
DATE
MARKET 200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb.  500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up SLAUGHTER COWS

SLAUGHTER BULLS
PAIRS

REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 1,713
May '22 164,965 Neg. Sales 21+ days 758
Jun. '22 150,718 Formula sales 3,488
Jul. '22 120,701 Forward contract sales 101
Aug. '22 103,049 Domestic sales 5,365
Sep. '22 149,637 NAFTA Exports 144

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUMENATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 42,541 4,589
Formula 258,967 862
Negotiated Cash 107,710 270
Negotiated Grid 36,182 0
Packer Owned 10,082 0
Total 455,482 5,721

Find out how YOUR Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKETAUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED  can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock JournalWestern Livestock Journal that you can share with your  that you can share with your 

customers…to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!customers…to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside!
Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!Contact Moe at 800-850-2769 for more information!

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES
Live FOB Steer 24,743 1,427 142.17
Live FOB Heifer 13,074 1,296 141.48
Dressed Del Steer 13,571 921 229.21
Dressed Del Heifer 3,504 836 229.72
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 33,679 1,439 143.63
Live FOB Heifer 14,034 1,306 143.33
Dressed Del Steer 14,846 925 231.59
Dressed Del Heifer 4,572 835 231.97
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 17,233 1,444 119.73
Live FOB Heifer 10,802 1,305 119.77
Dressed Del Steer 10,185 927 190.69
Dressed Del Heifer 1,378 834 191.47

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 132.05 -1.64
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs N/A N/A
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 135.45 -3.57
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 136.21 -1.05
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 79.23 -1.79
*Price comparison from one week ago.

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, April 29, 2022Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Friday, April 29, 2022
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 183.92 182.46 180.84
601-700 lbs 171.99 172.08 178.75
701-800 lbs 158.49 161.10 170.52
801-900 lbs 147.48 148.89 154.66

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 162.00 163.57 147.01
501-600 lbs 158.73 155.95 145.75
601-700 lbs 146.49 145.91 145.04
701-800 lbs 140.16 139.82 140.76

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
Friday, May 6, 2022
Mexico to TX. & NM. Weekly Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST:  12,000 Week Ago Act:  16,007 Year Ago Act:  16,017
   Compared to last week, steer calves and yearlings sold steady to firm. Heifers 
steady.  Trade active, demand good.  The bulk of the supply consisted of steers and 
spayed heifers weighing 300-700 lbs.
   Feeder steers:  Medium and large 1&2, 300-400 lbs 189.00-199.00; 400-500 lbs 
174.00-184.00, few 185.00; 500-600 lbs 160.00-170.00; 600-700 lbs 147.00-157.00. 
Medium and large 2&3, 300-400 lbs 174.00-184.00; 400-500 lbs 159.00-169.00; 
500-600 lbs 145.00-155.00.
   Feeder heifers:  Medium and large 1&2, 300-400 lbs 160.00-170.00; 400 -500 lbs 
150.00-160.00; 500-600 lbs 140.00-150.00; 600-700 lbs 130.00-140.00.
(All sales fob port of entry.) (All sales fob port of entry.)

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

5/10/2022 5/3/2022
Feeders 16,389 20,116 320,010 473,755

CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
5/6 5/9 5/10 5/11 5/12 High* Low*

Jun. 13275 13355 13240 13358 13165 14783 10920
Aug. 13535 13538 13410 13465 13278 14385 12525
Oct. 14288 14263 14138 14193 13985 14453 13055
Dec. 14925 14880 14753 14763 14598 15083 14003

  CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
5/6 5/9 5/10 5/11 5/12 High* Low*

May. 15955 15980 15893 15815 15688 17025 15328
Aug. 17470 17423 17185 17000 16653 17628 15425
Sep. 17795 17723 17495 17318 16968 17865 16373
Oct. 18023 17965 17763 17603 17255 18665 17248
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

8 MAY 16, 2022                                    

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

May 9 6,060 261.25 216 291.03 1,072 265.71 1,823 259.97 776 250.14 2,174 233.58
May 2 6,667 266.11 231 294.48 1,220 271.67 2,165 265.05 790 254.07 2,261 238.09
April 25 6,295 269.85 267 296.47 1,135 274.02 1,979 268.89 735 256.74 2,179 242.50
April 18 6,240 272.85 246 298.12 1,137 275.75 1,973 271.73 662 261.02 2,222 245.22
 Cutouts                         Cutouts                         —————————————————————————— FED BOXED BEEF FED BOXED BEEF —————————————————————————— 

DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
May 12 257.20 244.36 217.95 104.44 270.00
May 11 255.08 242.18 220.17 106.69 274.30
May 10 255.24 242.35 219.55 99.26 270.50
May 9 258.29 243.13 218.58 97.01 271.25
May 6 254.44 245.06 219.01 110.41 270.32

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 5/12/2022This Week: 5/12/2022 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago

Choice Fed Steers 142.17  143.63 119.73
CME Feeder Index 156.61  155.59 131.01
Boxed Beef Average 257.20  255.18 316.78
Average Dressed Steers 229.21  231.59 190.69
Live Slaughter Weight* 1,377  1,378 1,368
Weekly Slaughter** 657,000  656,000 638,000
Weekly Beef Production*** 545.5  539.2 526.7
Hide/Offal Value 13.63  13.63 11.91
Corn Price 8.14  8.04 7.19
 *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MARKET ARKET NEWSEWS
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1-800-850-2769 • Fax:  303-7-7222-0155
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You’ll find ranch eh employment 
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starting aat just $15.30!
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INEXPENSIVE & EFFECTIVE, AD UPPGRADESGET A MAD AD TODAY!
This Bold Header and text 
will get more attention! 

Call today! 800-850-2769

MAD AD  ONLY $2MAD is a bold headline 
centered & bold phone 

number or contact. See below example.

BAB ADS ARE GRGREAT!
Get this Boxed & & Bold ad, 
and generate a bubuzz today! 
Call today! 800-00-850-2769

BAB AD  ONLY $5BAB is when all words s
are bold & the entire ad id is boxed. See beloww example.

Add a black & white picture for $10! Add a color picture for just $35!

SPOTOT COLOR GETS ATTENTION  FOR ONLY $15
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American Be f
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zizine. Gentle pairs, steers, heifeers, 

solid and colorful bulls. Foraag-
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cattle, traffic stopping colorss. herd foor 
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g, robust calves resis--

easy calving, robustnt to disease. Fascinating, fun n

tant to dito show, simple handling. West-

haven Ranch Tel: 209-274-9917, 

email: swestmoore@gmail.com, 

webs i te :  www.westhaven

longhorns.com. 
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World’s Finest Hydraulic Squeeze Chuhute
GUARANTEED
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472± ACRES TOTAL 
Modoc County, CA

296±-Acre flood irrigated meadow hay 

ranch with 1st water right, 2 homes, 

barns, shop, cattle facilities, and 

separate 176± acres fenced spring 

grazing ground with ponds & well. All 

for $1,695,000. Call 530-250-7122 

for details.

Ranch in Elysian Valley

420-Acre ranch in Elysian Val-
ley, CA with 4,147 sq. ft. custom 
built log home plus original three 
bedroom farm house. 40’ x 90’
pole barn, shop and horse cor-
rals. 200 irrigated acres, first 
position water rights with gravity-
fed water at valley floor of ap-
prox. 80 psi. Man- made lake 
with pipe system that allows for 
additional watering of the valley 
floor. The lake has a supply of 
bass, Elysian Creek runs 
through a portion of the prop-
erty. Ranch can be bought 
separately from the main house 
on 10 acres if desired. MLS listing #201900282, #202000280 Call Larry Smith 530-310-1592 DRE# 00551162

KNIPE LAND COMPANY

knipeland.com

Payette River Ranch - Idaho

1,103± acres with 900± irrigated. 
Ranch, farm, develop or use for 
tax credits via a conservation 

easement. $13,500,000

WWLJ REAADERRS133.6%will puurchase67.66 %will rraise

18.78 7% will purrcchase and raraiseRReplacecementHeififersTHIS YYEAR!
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Classi  ed Corral!
Get your CLASSIFIED ADS working NOW! 

Your ad will appear each week in our print edition, viewed by 13,500 
readers and 26,000 pass-along readers and potential buyers, and in 
the online Classifi ed Corral ... with over 7,500 viewers each month!

All Classifi ed ads run for FREE on www.wlj.net
where we receive well over 7,500 unique visitors
a month. Ask about our internet ads also; 
add a hyperlink from our site to yours for 
next to nothing.
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With Mother’s Day behind 
us, attention now shifts to 
Memorial Day and the kickoff 
of summer grilling season. 

The recent months have 
been characterized by excep-
tionally strong beef demand 
that began about a year ago. 
It appears this demand was 
driven by post-pandemic pent-
up demand combined with 
surging beef exports. Boxed 
beef prices have come down 
from this period of extremely 
strong demand and have ad-
justed down from a counter-
seasonal January peak to cur-
rent levels, 11.2 percent lower 
compared to the last week of 
January. 

In the last three weeks, 
Choice boxed beef values have 
dropped below year-ago levels, 
which were surging higher at 
this time in 2021. Beef de-
mand is not likely to repeat 
last year’s levels, but current 
levels are still relatively high 
compared to recent years. 
Comparisons to last year will 
look weaker for boxed beef and 
many wholesale cut values, 
but that is not really a valid 
comparison to judge beef de-

mand in 2022. 
There are plenty of reasons 

to be concerned about beef 
demand going forward. Beef 
prices are near record levels, 
and consumers will face tight-
ening discretionary income as 
cash reserves and savings are 
depleted, along with reduced 
purchasing power due to infla-
tion. However, all proteins are 
higher priced, and the ratio of 
retail beef price to retail broil-
er chicken and pork prices is 
actually lower now compared 
to six months ago. Still, we 
watch for indications that con-
sumers are “trading down” 
from the most expensive beef 
cuts to cheaper value cuts.

Across a range of wholesale 
beef cuts, there are mixed sig-
nals. 

There are growing indica-
tions in the past couple of 
weeks of some weakness in 
beef demand. Wholesale rib-
eye prices have decreased over 
the past four weeks at a time 
when they are typically in-
creasing seasonally. Converse-
ly, beef tenderloin prices in-
creased strongly ahead of 
Mother’s Day. Tenderloin 

prices declined the first week 
of May, and they typically drop 
a bit into the summer as steak-
house traffic slows when folks 
are outside and doing more 
grilling. Wholesale brisket 
prices have adjusted down the 
past three months from the 
exceptional levels of the previ-
ous year, holding generally 
steady heading into summer. 
The increasingly popular beef 
tri tip has maintained strong 
prices so far this year and is 
increasing seasonally, though 
nowhere near as strong of an 
increase as this time last year. 

A bellwether of summer 
grilling demand is the price of 
strip loin, which typically and 
reliably increases seasonally 
going into summer. So far this 
year, strip loin prices have 
increased only modestly and 
have actually weakened since 
mid-April. This may indicate 
some demand weakness and 
bears watching in the coming 
weeks. Relative weakness in 
some chuck product prices 
may be related to slower 
growth in export demand. The 
ground beef market continues 
to be very strong due to funda-

mental demand.
In general, while there are 

some red flags, there are no 
broad-based indications of 
weaker beef demand and con-

sumers trading down from 
high-value beef products. A 
sunny, warm Memorial Day 
weekend may provide a bet-
ter indication of beef demand 

for the summer. — Derrell 
S. Peel, Oklahoma State 
University Extension live-
stock marketing special-
ist

Beef demand steady as grilling season approaches

HOME OF CHOICE SANDHILL && WESTERN NEBRASKA CATTLE WESTERN NEBRASKA CATTLE

LIVESTOCK 
AUCTION MARKET OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071OGALLALA, NE ~ 308-284-2071

HOME OF CHOICE SANDHOME OF CHOICE SAND

LIVESTOCKLIVESTOCK
AUCTION MARKETAUCTION MARKET

Jay Nordhausen
308-289-1548       

Lance Van Winkle
308-874-4435        

Dwayne Mays  
308-289-1870          

Scott Van Winkle  
308-289-0249

Call our o   ce @ 308-284-2071 or visit our website @ www.ogallalalive.com for more information on consignments, market reports and 
upcoming sales. All sales will be broadcast live via the internet on www.cattleusa.com.

Pre-registration for online bidding is required BEFORE sale day.

Cow/Calf PairsCow/Calf Pairs

***Many more valued and high-quality consignments can be viewed at www.ogallalalive.com***

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2022

Special  Stock  Cow & Special  Stock  Cow & 
Cow/Calf Pair Sale  w/ Regular SaleCow/Calf Pair Sale  w/ Regular Sale

Special  Stock  Cow & 
Cow/Calf Pair Sale  w/ Regular Sale

MARK LEE (125) - Ang & BWF cows w/calves at side, 3 y/o – ST
JR UNGER (106) - Ang hfrs w/calves at side, 1st clf hfrs

KLEVE FARM & RANCH (60) - Blk & Rd cows, w/calves at side, 5 y/o - SM
J.H. MINOR CO (55) - Ang cows w/calves at side, SM - SS

OGALLALA CATTLE CO. (50) - Ang & BWF cows w/calves at side, SS - ST

deferred delivery.
On Wednesday, the Fed 

Cattle Exchange listed 1,317 
head, of which 246 from Texas 
sold at $137. The remain-
der—1,071 head—went un-
sold, as they did not meet the 
reserve prices that ranged 
from $134-141. Opening prices 
ranged from $132-138, and 
high bids ranged from $137-
140.

The national weekly direct 
beef type price distribution for 
the week of May 2-9 was the 
following on a live basis:
• Negotiated purchases: 
$143.59.  
• Formula net purchases: 
$145.59. 
• Forward contract net pur-
chases: $147.20. 
• Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $142.06. 

On a dressed basis: 
• Negotiated purchases: 
$231.22. 
• Formula net purchases: 
$228.97. 
• Forward contract net pur-
chases: $224.80.  
• Negotiated grid net pur-
chases: $227.50. 

Slaughter through Thurs-
day totaled 495,000 head. To-
tal slaughter for the prior 
week is projected to be 657,000 
head, topping the last week of 
April’s estimated slaughter of 
649,000 head. 

“The large volume took a 
toll on box prices and processor 
margins, but profits at the 
plants will remain well above 
historic averages. The weekly 
slaughter size will determine 
the current status of fed sup-
plies,” the Cattle Report wrote.

Actual slaughter for the 
week ending April 30 was 
646,636 head. Steer carcass 
weights were 901 lbs. USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice released the National 
Weekly Fed Cattle Compre-
hensive report, showing qual-
ity grading at 82 percent and 
dressed weights higher to 
870.8 lbs.

Boxed beef prices closed 
mixed, with the Choice cutout 
closing higher $2.02 to $257.20 
and the Select cutout closing 

lower $1.45 to $244.36. 
USDA’s Weekly Export re-

port for the April 29-May 5 
period showed net sales of 
28,400 metric tons (mt), up 95 
percent from the previous 
week and the prior four-week 
average. Exports were 19,700 
mt, down 3 percent from the 
previous week but up 2 per-
cent from the prior four-week 
average. The destinations 
were primarily South Korea 
(6,000 mt), Japan (5,800 mt), 
China (2,500 mt), Taiwan 
(1,300 mt) and Mexico (1,200 
mt).  

Feeder cattle
Corn contracts traded high-

er after a favorable World Ag-
ricultural Supply and Demand 
Estimates (WASDE) report, 
pushing feeder cattle lower. 
The May contract was down 
$3.45 to close at $156.87, and 
the August contract lost $7.85 
to close at $166.52.

The WASDE report showed 
lower production for the 2022-
23 corn outlook, at 14.5 billion 
bushels, down 4.3 percent 
from last year, and the yield is 
projected lower at 177 bushels 
per acre, down 4 bushels.

The May contract was up 10 
cents to close at $8.13, and the 
June contract was down 6 
cents to close at $7.91 per 
bushel. 

Colorado: Winter Live-
stock in La Junta sold 1,207 
head Tuesday. Compared to 
the last auction, feeder steers 
and heifers were lightly tested, 
as feeders made up 60 percent 
of the head sold. A group of 
steers averaging 614 lbs. sold 
between $182-185, averaging 
$184.54.

Iowa: Russell Livestock in 
Russell sold 3,947 head Mon-
day. Compared to the last auc-
tion,  steer calves 300-650 lbs. 
sold $2-8 higher, 650-750 lbs. 
were $5-8 higher and 750-950 
lbs. traded firm. Heifer calves 
300-650 lbs. sold $3-8 higher, 
and 650-950 lbs. traded $2-5 
lower. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 777 lbs. sold between 
$151.25-165.25, averaging 
$160.58.

Kansas: Winter Livestock 
in Dodge City sold 2,112 head 

Wednesday. Compared to the 
previous auction, feeder steers 
500-975 lbs. sold $2-6 lower. 
Steer calves 400-500 lbs. sold 
$10 lower. Feeder heifers 700-
950 lbs. sold $2-5 higher. Heif-
ers 400-700 lbs. sold $4-8 
lower. Benchmark steers av-
eraging 735 lbs. sold for $167.

Missouri: Joplin Regional 
Stockyards in Carthage sold 
4,053 head on Monday. Com-
pared to the previous auction, 
feeder steers under 700 lbs. 
traded $4-6 higher, and steers 
over 700 lbs. traded mostly 
steady. Feeder heifers traded 
from steady to $6 higher. 
Benchmark steers averaging 
737 lbs. sold between $160-
174.50 and averaged $162.70.

Montana: Miles City Live-
stock in Miles City sold 1,354 
head Tuesday. Compared to 
the last auction, feeder cattle 
were too lightly tested to de-
velop an accurate market 
trend. However, steady under-
tones were noticed. Bench-
mark steers averaging 703 lbs. 
sold for $158.

Nebraska: Tri-State Live-
stock in McCook sold 1,005 
head Monday. There were not 
enough sales for an accurate 
comparison, but demand was 
good. Benchmark steers aver-
aging 716 lbs. sold for $166.25.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma Na-
tional Stockyards in Oklaho-
ma City sold 6,532 head Mon-
day. Compared to the last 
auction, feeder steers over 800 
lbs. sold steady to $3 higher, 
while steers under 800 lbs. 
were $1-4 lower. Feeder heif-
ers were unevenly steady. 
Steer and heifer calves traded 
$4-8 higher. Benchmark steers 
averaging 736 lbs. sold be-
tween $158.75-168, averaging 
$161.79.

South Dakota: Sioux Falls 
Regional Livestock in Worth-
ing sold 2,372 head Monday. 
Compared to the previous auc-
tion, feeder steers and heifers 
sold with higher undertones. 
Overall demand was good, 
with black hided cattle in the 
biggest demand. Benchmark 
steers averaging 775 lbs. sold 
between $159-169.50 and av-
eraged $163.10. — Charles 
Wallace, WLJ editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Export report shows a new 
marketing high for the year
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INEXPENSIVE & EFFECTIVE, AD UPGRADES

GET A MAD AD TODAY!
This Bold Header and text 

will get more attention! 
Call today! 800-850-2769

MAD AD 
 ONLY $2

MAD is a bold headline 
centered & bold phone 
number or contact. See 

below example.
BAB ADS ARE GREAT!

Get this Boxed & Bold ad, 
and generate a buzz today! 
Call today! 800-850-2769

BAB AD 
 ONLY $5

BAB is when all words 
are bold & the entire ad is 

boxed. See below 
example.

Add a black & white picture for $10! Add a color picture for just $35!

SPOT COLOR GETS ATTENTION  FOR ONLY $15

www.wlj.net

CLASSIFIED

ADS 
WORK!

Cattle
For Sale 10

Call now 
to place your 

Classifi ed 
ad!

800-850-2769

WANTED: LIVESTOCK MANAGER
at sale yard. This job requires sev-
eral skills. Handling cattle, feeding, 
maintenance, repair, customer ser-
vice. House provided. Call for details. 
208-785-0500

RANCH MANAGER/RANCH HAND
NW Colorado mountain ranch is seek-
ing responsible, motivated self-start-
er, experienced in most phases of a 
cattle ranch operation: fencing, irriga-
tion, haying and equipment mainte-
nance. BE YOUR OWN BOSS. Fam-
ily housing provided. Send resume 
by email: Classified@wlj.net (Sub-
ject line: WLJ Box #914) or mail to:  
Western Livestock Journal, ATTN: 
Box #914, 7355 E. Orchard Rd. 
#300, Greenwood Village, CO 
80111.

Call Eric 308/382-7351

R  M  (NE) .......................$75K±
P  R  M  (ND) ....$60K±
R  H  (CO)..................$60K±

GET TOP DOLLAR! 
Hansen Agri-PLACEMENT

Serving Ag Personnel for 63 YearsServing Ag Personnel for 63 Years

www.hansenagriplacement.com

Feedlots 8
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Mission Livestock/
Greenwood Feedlot, Orland, CA 

Specializing In:
• Weaning, Backgrounding & Growing 

Calves
• Heifer Development & Breeding
• Bull & Cow Maintenance
Experienced Progressive Mgmt. 

Team, Exceptional Facility 
& Competitive Rates.

Contact Douglas Freitas 
510-996-8455

REGISTERED ANGUS SEED-
STOCK: Noah’s Angus Ranch, Angus 
cattle since 1955. Cambridge, ID 
208-257-3686, c:208-550-0531, 
www.noahsangusranch.com.

REGISTERED TEXAS
LONGHORNS FOR SALE

Featured in September 2020 
American Beef Producer maga-
zine. Gentle pairs, steers, heifers, 
solid and colorful bulls. Forag-
ing, hardy, low-maintenance 
cattle, traffic-stopping colors. 
Cross breed with your herd for 
easy calving, robust calves resis-
tant to disease. Fascinating, fun 
to show, simple handling. West-
haven Ranch Tel: 209-274-9917, 
email: swestmoore@gmail.com, 
webs i te :  www.westhaven
longhorns.com. 

ANGUS BULLS FOR SALE 
POTTER EV RANCH

Emmett, Idaho
 (208) 365-3621 

cattleandsheep.com

Cattle
For Sale 10

J. G. Angus Ranch

5725 Chileno Valley Road • Petaluma, CA 94952
www.jgangusranch.com

Bulls & Females
 For Sale

John Goldbeck, Owner
707/769-8651

2 Bar Angus
Hereford, Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

2 Bar Angus

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Livestock
Supplies 18

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977
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Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

STUNNING FT. ROCK RANCH
Own this (3,225.93 deeded acres), 
70,725 with permits, high desert prop-
erty. $5,500,000. Emma Villagrana, 
Honker Realty, 541-219-0344.

KNIPE LAND 
COMPANY

knipeland.com

Ranches near Enterprise and 
Joseph, Oregon, with grazing 
land, timber, and recreation. 

Sale Pending
 4,649± Acres - $4,649,500

Sale Pending
3,924± Acres -  $3,924,000

Sale Pending
1,198± Acres - $1,438,260

Buying or Selling? Call today!

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

Real Estate
Mountain 20C

CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING 
FACILITY FOR SALE

All equipment is included. This is a 
turnkey operation. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to own your own meat 
processing facility. Call or email Ted. 
307-699-4114 or Ted@Yellowstone
RanchLand.com.

Real Estate
Mountain 20C

NORTH  GREENWOOD  RANCH
HAMILTON, KANSAS

The 2,892± acre North Greenwood Ranch is in 

the heart of the Kansas Flint Hills. Excellent 

tallgrass prairie. Open rolling hills divided into 

three pastures with good fences. Excellent water 

with nine ponds. Growing season is 185 days. 

Currently home to around 280 cow/calf pairs.

OFFERED AT $6,362,695

Contact: John Wildin |  jwildin@hallandhall.com

Real Estate
Southwest 20D

Real Estate
Southwest 20D

Harley Hendricks Realty  • 877-349-2565  
www.HarleyHendricks.com • HarleyHendricks@HarleyHendricks.com

22,000± acre central AZ ranch - 200± head yearlong, plus up to 2,500 stockers 
seasonally. Arizona state plus small BLM grazing leases, small feedyard, modest 
headquarters on 10 deeded acres. $1,200,000
Southern AZ ranch - 550+ head yearlong plus seasonal increases. 400± 
deeded acres plus state, USFS and small BLM grazing leases. Shipping corrals 
on paved highway. $4,000,000
Beautiful Mountain Horse property in the Pines - 3,014 sq. ft.  A four-bedroom, 
three-bath home. $965,000
42 acre ranch homestead - Well, power and phone, old adobe home. $390,000

ARIZONA RANCHES

Please view our website for details on these properties, choice TX, NM and CO 
ranches (large & small), irr./dryland/CRP & commercial properties.

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC
ELK CANYON RANCH #2 – Harding Co., NM – 3,880± ac., older home, cattle pens, 
hunting/cattle ranch. Please call for details!
UNION CO., NM – 2,091.72 ac. (1,771.72 deeded, 320± state lease), well watered w/
three wells, two sets of steel pens.
TEXAS PANHANDLE – Let’s look at this 6,000 hd. permitted feedyard w/953± ac., a 
recently remodeled owner’s home, 2 residences for employee housing, addtl. home on 
6 ac., 5 pivot sprinkler irr. circles, truck scale, cattle scale, excellent perimeter fencing, 
located on pavement & all-weather road, currently in full operation.
ANGUS, NM – 250± acres with over a 1/2 mile of NM 48 frontage. Elevations from 6,800 
to 7,200 feet. Two springs along a creek. Ideal for future development or to build your own 
getaway home.
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RATES
WORD AD: 90¢ per word (17 word minimum - $15.30) 

Area code & phone number count as one word.
MAD (Mini Ad Display): Only $2 additional per issue for bold headline, 
 phone number, email and website address.
BAB (Mini Ad Display): Only $5 additional per issue for the entire ad 
 in bold copy and a box around it.
DISPLAY AD:  $30 per column inch (1 inch minimum)
COLOR HIGHLIGHT: $15 per per ad. Can be used on BAB ad or DISPLAY AD.
BLIND BOX: Add $12 per 3 issues handling charge
PHOTOS: FREE for black and white photos. $35 each for color photos.
ATTENTION GRABBERS: $15 for a color header above the ad. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE COLOR, PHOTOS AND OTHER 
ENHANCEMENTS, PLEASE CALL TOM TO ORDER!

Employment Wanted ads must be paid in advance: check, money order 
or charge card 

DISCOUNTS
5% off 3 to 5 insertions; 10% off 6 to 11 insertions. Contract rates available.

CARD NUMBER

NAME AS PRINTED ON CARD

SIGNATURE
EXPIRATION

How would you like 
your ad to read?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

2 2 for for 11
PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, SEE IT IN PRINT AND ONLINE! PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, SEE IT IN PRINT AND ONLINE! 

Make check or money order payable to: Western Livestock Journal
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM TO: 

 WESTERN LIVESTOCK JOURNAL • CLASSIFIED CORRAL
7355 E. ORCHARD ROAD, #300, GREENWOOD VILLAGE, CO 80111 

• FAX TO: 303/722-0155 or CALL 1-800-850-2769

Your adRuns FREE on our Website!

Name______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _____________________State ____________ Zip ___________

Phone ____________________  Fax _______________________

E-mail _______________________________________________

❏ New Advertiser   ❏ Word Ad   ❏ Tearsheet   ❏ Mad Ad   ❏ Display

Run this ad _________time(s) under_________classification.

❏ Visa   ❏ MasterCard   ❏ Discover  ❏ American Express

(See under rates)

WINTER PASTURE wanted in Cali-
fornia for yearlings. Large quantities. 
541-823-2933

Real Estate
Plains 20E

www.FarmersNational.com/ONeill
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Consultation

Appraisals and Valuations •  Insurance • Oil, Gas, and Renewable Energy Management
Forest Resource Management • National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

11,105.37± Acres •  Atkinson, Nebraska
L-2200296

RANCH FOR SALE

For more information on property details, please contact:
Dave Hickey, Agent • O’Neill, Nebraska

Phone: (402) 336-3500 or (402) 340-4436
DHickey@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/DaveHickey

Robert Litz, Agent • O’Neill, Nebraska
Phone: (402) 336-3500 or (402) 340-4952

BLitz@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/RobertLitz

• 2,500 acres of good meadow, mostly sub-irrigated
• First bench meadow, hay or graze

• Warm season hill pasture
• Good cross fencing and water points

• Home, buildings, and metal corrals

Real Estate
Plains 20E

Pasture
Wanted 24

LOOKING FOR SUMMER pasture 
to run yearling cattle. California. 
Contact Pete Craig, petec@pacific
livestock.com.

PASTURE WANTED for 2,000 
yearlings and 500 pairs. Can split 
into smaller bunches. 701-523-
1235

Irrigation 27

HDPE PIPE FOR RANCH HDPE PIPE FOR RANCH 
WATER SYSTEMSWATER SYSTEMS

Fair prices, good service, 
rancher owned. Quantities up 

to truckloads. Delivery available 
throughout the West.
775-657-1815775-657-1815

Equipment
For Sale 30

SELL/BUY NEW HOLLAND BALE 
WAGONS: H9870, BW38, 1089, 
1069, 1037, 1033, self-propelled and 
other pull-type models/parts/tires/
manuals. Finance, trade, deliver. 208-
880-2889. www.balewagon.com

A v a i l a b l e  f o r  M e t a l , 
Composition Shingles or Tar 
Roofs. Long lasting and easy to 
apply. We also manufacture 
Tank Coatings for Concrete, 
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and 

Mobile tanks.

Call for our 
FREE 

CATALOG.

TANK COATINGS
ROOF COATINGS

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806/352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com

Schools 43

GET THOROUGH 
PRACTICAL 

TRAINING IN:
Pregnancy testing—A.I. 

herd health—calf 
delivery and care. Many 

additional subjects.

Our business is to help you 
improve your business.

Learn more by working 
with live animals under 

expert supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC. 
Dept. WLJ • 641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032 

785/448-3119 
www.grahamschool
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of
continuous service

CATTLEMEN

Classifieds Work!
Call 800/850-2769

SUBSCRIBE TO
WLJ TODAY! 

Call Moe
800/850-2769

“If we made EPDs and 
indices incredibly easy to 
drive and continue to im-
prove them, would we have 
better adoption of them?” 
asked Kari White, Ph.D., 
Neogen genetic evaluation 
scientist. White discussed 
the economic selection in-
dexes offered by American 
breeds during the 2021 Beef 
Improvement Federation 
(BIF) Symposium June 24 
in Des Moines, IA.

A selection index is a cu-
mulative number that com-
bines EPDs and weights on 
those EPDs into one value 
with the idea that it is easi-
er to select for several traits 
at a time in a more consis-
tent direction than to select 
based only on one number. 

Neogen’s focus on educa-
tion shows the complexities 
of selection index systems 
but allows for continuous 
improvement and makes 
them easier to use, and it 
allows intuitive producers to 
adopt selection indexes.

White looked more closely 
at the Milk EPD and re-
minded producers that it is 
maternal weaning weight, 
and it is not intuitive about 
milk. Milk has an inverse 
relationship to direct wean-
ing weight; as direct wean-
ing weight pounds increase, 
the maternal component 
decreases. Neogen has cre-
ated selection indexes for 
the American Brahman 
Breeders Association, Inter-
national Brangus Breeders 

Association, Beefmaster 
Breeders United and Santa 
Gertrudis Breeders Interna-
tional.

“Selection decisions can 
never be made in a vacuum; 
there are always unintend-
ed consequences,” White 
explained. “A user of selec-
tion indexes should care less 
about the coefficients for the 
traits and more about how 
the index correlates to eco-
nomically relevant traits.”

To watch the full presen-
tation, visit youtu.be/
DLq9YvmgJUM. For more 
information about the sym-
posium and BIF, including 
additional presentations 
and award winners, visit 
BIFSymposium.com. — 
BIF

American breeds provide selection 
indexes for beef cattle producers

August 1950, Vol. 28, No. 48

Letter to the Editor: Tensiometer Fan

For the past year we have been looking at cattle ranches in Arizona, California and 
Nevada with the idea of buying. Our youngest son will graduate from Cal Poly with a 
major in animal husbandry in another year and a half and we would like to gain some 
practical experience in the meantime in addition to some farming in Indiana many years 
ago.

The one problem that is of great importance is that of water supply. And that is a 
problem that is common to all types of farming whether it be stock, grain or orchards. 
We have eliminated a lot of ranches because of water shortages or impending shortages. 
This eliminates a large section of Southern California.

The present shortage of water is not, in my opinion, one that is temporary. I believe it 
will become more acute as the years pass. It is not a problem of supply alone. Conserva-
tion is of the utmost importance and must receive more attention in the future than it 
has in the past. Along the line of conservation there is one suggestion I would like to 
make—an investigation should be made of the instrument known as the tensiometer. I 
have used these practical and efficient instruments for my irrigation control (when and 
how much to irrigate) for three years. During that time I have reduced my water require-
ments for the orchard one third and have increased or bettered production and quality 
and have made a definite saving on the use of fertilizers.

With the present tendency to supplement range feeding and increase irrigated pastures, 
grains, etc., and the resulting demand for water, it is imperative that some type of sci-
entific approach be made to the efficient use of the water we have. I am sure that over-
irrigation has decreased production, reduced valuable plants foods, increased costs and 
wasted one of our most important natural resources.

H. M. Davis, Carpinteria, Calif.

Sale Calendar is a service to our 
advertisers. There is a minimum ad-
vertising requirement to be eligible to 
be listed in the Sale Calendar. Con-
tact your fieldman for more informa-
tion or to have your date added to the 
Sale Calendar. We will only run auc-
tion sale dates or private treaty start 
dates.

ALL BREED  

 Nov. 5 – Cattlemen’s Livestock Mar-
ket, Bull Sale, Galt, CA
Dec. 6-7 – Blue Ribbon Stock, Cow 
Sale, Billings, MT
Dec. 12 – Northland, Cow Sale, Bill-
ings, MT

ANGUS

May  23 – TK Angus, Mature Cow 
Dispersion, Valentine, NE
Jun. 16 – Coyote Creek Angus, Dis-
persion, Hayden, CO
Jun. 24 – Northern Video Sale
Jul. 18-20 – Northern Video Sale
Aug. 22 – Northern Video Sale
Sep. 19 – Northern Video Sale
Sep. 20-22 – Montana Angus Tour, 
Sidney, MT
Oct. 6 – VDAR, Cow Sale, Manhat-
tan, MT
Oct. 10 – Ox Bow Angus, Female 
Sale, Wolf Creek, MT
Oct. 11 – Coleman Angus, Female 
Sale, Charlo, MT
Oct. 12 – Montana Ranch, Female 
Sale, Big Fork, MT
Oct. 22 – NILE, Female Sale, Billings, 
MT
Oct. 24 – Montana Angus, Female 
Sale, Billings, MT
Nov. 12 – Montana Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Big Fork, MT
Nov. 14 – GDAR, Female Sale, Sid-
ney, MT
Nov. 15 – Paint Rock Angus, Bull 

Sale, Hyattville, WY
Nov. 17 – WMR Livestock, Bull Sale, 
Three Forks, MT
Nov. 18 – Green Mountain Angus 
Ranch, Bull and Female Sale, Rye-
gate, MT
Nov. 19 – Redland Angus, Bull and 
Female Sale, Buffalo, WY
Nov. 28 – Stevenson Diamond Dot, 
Bull and Female Sale, Hobson, MT
Nov. 29 – Stevenson Angus Ranch, 
Bull and Female Sale, Hobson, MT
Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, 
Bull Sale, Columbus, MT
Dec. 1 – Sitz Angus, Bull Sale, Har-
rison, MT
Dec. 2 – KG Ranch, Bull and Female 
Sale, Three Forks, MT
Dec. 3 – Currant Creek Angus, Bull 
Sale, Roundup, MT
Dec. 5 – Jacobsen Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Great Falls, MT
Dec. 14 – Shipwheel Cattle Co., Bull 
Sale, Chinook, MT
Dec. 16 – Bobcat Angus, Production 
Sale, Great Falls, MT

CHAROLAIS

Nov. 1 – Cobb Charolais , Bull Sale, 
Great Falls, MT

HEREFORD

Sep. 5 – Genoa Livestock,  Bull & 
Female Sale, Minden, NV
Sep. 16 – Churchill Cattle Co., Fe-
male Sale, Manhattan, MT
Sep. 18 – Ehlke Herefords, Female 
Sale, Townsend, MT
Sep. 18 – Mohican West, Female 
Sale, Laurel, MT
Nov. 14 – Mohican West, Bull Sale, 
Laurel, MT
Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, 
Bull Sale, Columbus, MT

RED ANGUS
May 25 – Ludvigson Stock Farms , 

Online Bull Sale, Shepherd, MT
Sep. 11 – Ludvigson Stock Farms, 
Bull Sale, Visalia, CA
Sep. 24 – McPhee Red Angus, Pro-
duction Sale, Lodi, CA
Oct. 21 – NILE, Bull and Female Sale, 
Billings, MT
Oct. 29 – Ludvigson Stock Farms, 
Bull Sale, Shepherd, MT
Nov. 3 – 5L Red Angus, Bull Sale, 
Sheridan, MT
Dec. 7 – Big Sky, Female Sale, Lo-
gan, MT

SALERS

Dec. 5 – Jacobsen Ranch, Bull Sale, 
Great Falls, MT

SOUTH DEVON

Nov. 30 – Beef Country Breeders, 
Bull Sale, Columbus, MT

COMMERCIAL

Jun. 15-16 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tio n, Corn Be lt Classic Video Sale, 
South Sioux City, NE
Jun. 22 – Cattlemen’s Livestock 
Market, Spring Calving Cow Sale, 
Galt, CA
Jul. 11-13 – Western Video Market, 
Silver Legacy, Reno, NV  
Jul. 11-15 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tion, Week in the Rockies Video Sale, 
Cheyenne, WY
Aug. 22-26 – Superior Livestock 
Auction, Big Horn Classic Video Sale, 
Sheridan, WY
Sep. 7-8 – Superior Livestock Auc-
tion, Labor Day Video Sale, Hudson 
Oaks, TX
Nov. 5 – Cattlemen’s Livestock Mar-
ket, Female Sale, Galt, CA
Dec. 7-9 – Montana Stockgrowers 
Convention, Billings, MT

HORSE
May 28 – Full House, Quarter Horse 
Production Sale, New Castle, WY

SALE ALE CALENDARALENDAR
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JOHN DICKINSON 916-806-1919 
JAKE PARNELL 916-662-1298
LUKE PARNELL 805-431-1267 info@parnelldickinson.com

FOR SALE BOOK TEXT  ADDRESS TO:   916-806-1919

WATCH AND BID ONLINE  AT:

Westwind Queen DJH 854   [KCF Bennett TheRock A473  x  Waylon]
Sells with bull calf by RAR Power Play 9662 (+327 $C)
CED BW WW YW Milk CW MA RE $M $B $C
13 0.2 70 130 28 64 1.41 .68 72 203 335

David J. Holden
38 Montana Ave.  •  Oroville, CA 95966

(530) 736-0727  •  wstwind@hotmail.com
www.westwindangus.com

WESTWIND
RANCH ANGUS

Hosted by:

SATURDAY, MAY 28
Cattlemen’s Livestock Market, Galt, CA  |  1:00 pm

Hart Misti Et 6406   [Quaker Hill Rampage 0A36  x  WMR Timeless 458]
Sells bred to the $350,000 VAR Conclusion 0234
CED BW WW YW Milk CW MA RE $M $B $C
6 3.9 82 140 19 66 .74 .74 49 170 269

Westwind Isabel DJH 130   [V A R Power Play 7018  x  3348]
Granddam is the $640,000 Baldridge Isabel C235
CED BW WW YW Milk CW MA RE $M $B $C
8 0.6 87 156 31 69 .98 .77 83 186 324

Westwind Everelda DJH 156   [Connealy Clarity  x  PA Valor 201]
Fall yearling heifer tracing back to Ever Entense 491G
CED BW WW YW Milk CW MA RE $M $B $C
7 2.6 71 138 25 77 .56 .98 70 191 318

Diablo Valley Angus, Byron, CA Hertlein Cattle Co., Farmington, CA
Stepaside Farm, Sanger, CA  Popovits Family Ranch, Valley Springs, CA
Eagle Grip Cattle Co., Denair, CA Split Creek Ranch, Los Molinos, CA
Rhoades Ranch, Cambria, CA Easterly Romanov Ranch, Sheridan, CA

Summit Breeders:

Featuring  70  lots  of  quality  Angus  genetics
FALL  BRED  HEIFERS  •  FALL  BRED  COWS  •  SPRING  PAIRS

OPEN  HEIFER  CALVES  •  ELITE  HEIFER  PREGNANCIES

Other Sale Features Include:
• Two heifer pregnancies out of granddaughters of Baldridge Isabel Y69 
  by the $500,000 Connealy Craftsman

• Large selection of Fall Bred Heifers by Tehama Patriarch, S S Emforcer E812,   
  Baldridge Alternative, Sydgen Enhance, Hoover No Doubt and more!  These 
  females are carrying the service of GAR Freedom, Hoffman Thedford, Wilks 
  Regiment 9035, Linz Shifting Gears, and other leading sires!

• A high quality group of fall yearling heifers by Connealy Clarity, VAR Power  
  Play 7018, Poss Rawhide, GB Fireball 672, GAR Home Town and more

• Embryo packages out of our leading donors sired by Connealy Clarity, SG
  Salvation, and Poss Rawhide and pregnancies by Clarity as well as the   
  $525,000 T/D Doc Ryan 049!


