
There were some slight shifts in the marketplace following the Trump 
administration’s Wednesday announcement about imposing widespread 
tariffs.

“There remain multiple unknowns, including if and when any U.S. 
trading partners will announce any retaliatory tariffs of their own,” wrote 
Cassie Fish, market analyst, in The Beef on Thursday.

Live cattle futures traded steady over the week but closed slightly 
lower. The April contract lost about a dollar to close at 
$208.05, and the June contract also lost about a dollar to 
close at $204.70.

“When glancing at a chart, CME live cattle futures seem 
to be developing a sideways, or distribution pattern near 
their highs, this being the third week,” Fish said. “This makes 
sense given the continued solid footing in cattle and beef 
fundamentals combined with plenty of outside market 
uncertainty. Sideways, for now, seems a safe bet.”

Cash trade through Thursday totaled about 12,000 head. 
Live steers sold from $208-213, and dressed steers sold from 
$335-345. “This is viewed as friendly in the face of lower 
futures,” Fish said.

Cash trade through March 30 totaled 62,630 head. Live steers averaged 
$212.21, and dressed steers averaged $337.83.

Slaughter through Thursday totaled about 472,000 head compared to 
485,000 head a week earlier. Total slaughter for a week earlier is pro-
jected at 609,000 head. Actual slaughter for the week ending March 22 
was 557,527 head. The average steer dressed weight was 950 lbs., 3 lbs. 
above the prior week.

“This week was a win for 
processors who lowered 
production cost with the 
larger slaughter, held cash 

Market hesitates on news of trade tariffs

— Comment period quietly 
extended

A proposed lithium mine in the 

Oregon portion of the McDermitt 
Caldera could prove to be fatal for 
nearby legacy ranching operations.

The Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) informed the public in 2023 
of Australia-based HiTech Minerals 
Inc.’s plan to explore for lithium in 
Malheur County, OR, in the caldera 

straddling Oregon and Nevada state 
lines. If approved, the company will 
have the ability to drill more than 
260 exploration drill sites across 
7,200 acres of public lands.

Although the plan has been in the 
works for several years, the BLM 
released its environmental assess-
ment (EA) and finding of no sig-
nificant impact (FONSI) at the end 
of March, outlining project implica-
tions in more detail—including ef-
fects on livestock grazing and spe-
cies like sage grouse and Lahontan 
cutthroat trout. The public was 
given just five days to comment. 
BLM has since quietly extended the 
comment period until April 25, giv-
ing stakeholders 25 more days to 
submit their input. During the orig-
inal five-day comment period end-
ing March 31, BLM received more 
than 1,500 comments.

Plan pushback
The proposal has been rebuffed 

by ranchers, Native American 
Tribes and environmental organi-
zations during public scoping peri-
ods held since the project’s intro-
duction.

Proposed OR lithium mine threatens nearby ranches

See MINE on page 6
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WEEK ENDING: 4-3-25

CME FEEDER
$291.27

DRESSED STEERS
$341.25

LIVE STEERS
 $210.00

Chris Henry/Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology
A lithium mine proposed on the Oregon and Nevada border could have severe implications for nearby ranchers. Pictured 
here, the view from the southeast rim of McDermitt Caldera of the Thacker Pass area.

— Will not split  
populations

A federal judge has ruled in fa-
vor of landowners and counties 
challenging the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) 2022 
decision to split the lesser prairie 
chicken into two distinct popula-
tion segments (DPS) under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

Judge David Counts of the U.S. 
District Court for the District of 
Western Texas ruled the agency 
did not follow the language and 
economic costs stated under the 
blanket Section 4(d) rule. 

The ruling centers on how  
USFWS interpreted Section 4(d) 
of the ESA. The section states that 
when a species is listed as threat-
ened, “the secretary shall issue 
such regulations as he deems 
necessary and advisable to pro-
vide for the conservation of such 
species,” and may also “prohibit 

with respect to any threatened 
species any act prohibited under 
[Section 9].”

USFWS has historically inter-
preted these as separate authori-
zations, allowing the agency to 
either impose prohibitions as long 
as they are deemed necessary and 
advisable, or to apply pre-ap-
proved prohibitions from Section 
9 at its discretion. 

However, the court, no longer 
bound by Chevron deference fol-
lowing the Supreme Court’s ruling 
in Loper Bright Enterprises v. Rai-
mondo, found no direct prece-
dent supporting this interpreta-
tion. Instead, the court agreed 
with the plaintiffs, ruling that the 
two sentences must be read to-
gether—meaning every prohibi-
tion under a 4(d) rule must first 
meet the “necessary and advis-
able” standard before being en-
acted.

Federal judge strikes down 
lesser prairie chicken rule

See PRAIRIE CHICKEN on page 7

— Ag groups oppose  
measure

Oregon Senate Bill (SB) 1153—a 
proposal to change water rights 
transfer—is drawing sharp debate 
as it moves through the legislature, 
with environmental groups and 
state officials backing it while ag-
ricultural organizations push 
back.

The bill requires state regulators 
to weigh the public interest when 
considering changes to water 
rights and grants Tribes a say in 
certain modification requests. The 
bill directs the Oregon Water Re-
sources Department (OWRD) to 
evaluate whether specific water 
right transfers could lead to the 
loss of in-stream habitat for sensi-
tive, threatened or endangered 
aquatic species in unprotected 
stream reaches or worsen water 
quality in already impaired 

streams. It also authorizes the 
department to impose transfer 
conditions, such as requiring wa-
ter use measurement and report-
ing, water level monitoring or the 
installation of fish screens or by-
pass devices.

Chandra Ferrari, natural re-
sources policy adviser for the Of-
fice of the Governor, said at a Sen-
ate Committee on Natural Re-
sources and Wildfire hearing that 
SB 1153 is a necessary step to 
modernize water management.

“Our water management sys-
tem was designed for another era,” 
she said, emphasizing that existing 
laws were initially crafted to allo-
cate water for consumptive use 
rather than considering ecological 
and Tribal interests.

Ferrari highlighted key con-
cerns, including the over-alloca-
tion of surface water, declining 
groundwater supplies, climate 

change and the increasing de-
mand for water transfers.

She also acknowledged con-
cerns from stakeholders and reit-
erated the state’s willingness to 
engage in discussions to refine the 
bill.

“We maintain an open dialogue 
and continue to invite input on 
how this legislation can work bet-
ter for everyone,” she concluded.

Current water rights
In Oregon, all water—whether 

from lakes, streams, or groundwa-
ter—belongs to the public, and 
using it generally requires a permit 
from OWRD. The state operates 
under the principle of prior appro-
priation, meaning older water 
rights take priority during short-
ages. Once established, a water 

See WATER TRANSFER on page 5

Oregon water rights  
transfer bill sparks debate

See MARKETS on page 9
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Tariffs and trade

Cattle markets have 
been amazing and 
are just now starting 

to gear up for grilling season. 
The Choice beef cutout 
peaked at $340 recently and 
demand is proceeding on a 
normal seasonal track. Prices 
should go higher over the next 
few months.

Futures markets are showing all fed cattle con-
tracts over $200 and feeder cattle contracts at $290. 
If you’re prone to doing some risk management, 
now it would be a good time to check your options

Wednesday was Liberation Day, according to 
President Donald Trump. I see this as trade diplo-
macy and the tariffs won’t be as dramatic as some in 
the news media want you to think. There has been 
plenty of protectionism around the world and free 
trade has suffered; everyone wants to sell into the 
U.S. market because we have the money. 

It sounds like every import will pay 10% tariffs and 
then negotiate reciprocal tariffs with each country. 
But if you make that product in America, you will 
pay no tariffs and put Americans back to work.  

It’s kind of nice to have an administration that 
wants to fix as much as they can in a short amount 
of time. And it appears that we’re all going to get 
some kind of haircut. We all know it has to happen 
with the country $37 trillion in debt and deficit 
spending at $2 trillion a year. We need more busi-
nessmen to run for office, not professional politi-
cians.

How is all this tariff talk going to affect the beef 
and cattle industry? So far, it hasn’t done much. I’m 
told that export markets contribute $400 per head 
on fed cattle. It will be interesting to see how our 
trading partners respond. I don’t think anyone will 
try and play hardball; many countries have already 
capitulated and lowered their tariffs. 

China seems to want to shake the beef market and 
hasn’t renewed export permits for beef plants, but 
they have renewed permits for pork and poultry ex-
ports. China became our third largest beef export 
destination since the last Trump administration. I 
would have to assume that the gray market will re-
turn and much of that beef will go through other 
Asian countries, as it did before.

The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association  
(NCBA) was supportive of Trump’s tariff plan. Se-
nior Vice President of Government Affairs Ethan 
Lane said in a press release, “For too long, America’s 
family farmers and ranchers have been mistreated 
by certain trading partners around the world. Presi-
dent Trump is taking action to address numerous 
trade barriers that prevent consumers overseas from 
enjoying high-quality, wholesome American beef. 
NCBA will continue engaging with the White House 
to ensure fair treatment for America’s cattle produc-
ers around the world and optimize opportunities for 
exports abroad. 

“Some examples of beef tariff issues are:
• Australia has sold roughly $29 billion of beef to 

American consumers. Meanwhile, we have not been 
able to sell $1 of fresh U.S. beef in Australia due to 
non-scientific barriers.

• Vietnam places a 30% tariff on U.S. beef while 
Australian beef faces no such tariff.

• Thailand places a 50% tariff on U.S. beef.
• Brazil and Paraguay have a history of dangerous 

foot-and-mouth disease, but despite overwhelming 
evidence of their animal health risk, the Biden ad-
ministration continued to allow U.S. market access 
to Brazil and Paraguay.

• The European Union places numerous non-sci-
entific ‘Green Deal’ restrictions on American beef, 
limiting market opportunities.”

However, panic seemed to hit all markets, and 
they are all down, which I’m sure is temporary. The 
U.S. economy is the strongest in the world and is re-
silient. In a few months, much of this tariff talk will 
be history and every trading partner will have recali-
brated tariff rates, and I hope we can tear down 
non-tariff trade barriers.

Beef trade around the world has always been a 
challenge for all countries mostly due to disease is-
sues, but also political issues, and clearly the world 
is changing and the status quo is changing. 

It was also nice to see the Trump administration 
to give Trade Promotion Authority some wheels af-
ter the Biden trade blunder. I wouldn’t worry about 
the beef markets, I would continue to pray for spring 
rain. — PETE CROW
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Food and other agricultural imports into 
the U.S. appear to have partially avoided a 
new 10% tariff imposed by President Donald 
Trump on all imports. That’s because goods 
that comply with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement (USMCA) are expected to be exempt from the new 
tariffs. However, non-compliant goods will be subject to a 25% 
tariff, with exceptions for energy and potash from Canada. 
Trump imposes even higher tariffs on nations the White 
House considers bad actors. He imposes a 34% tariff on Chi-
nese imports on top of the existing 20% and says he will impose 
a 20% tariff on imports from the European Union and a 24% 
tariff on Japanese imports. Beef and cattle from Canada and 
Mexico appear to be exempt from tariffs but the danger is 
whether countries will impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agri-
cultural and other exports. Most of the tariffs took effect on 
April 5. 

The impact of retaliatory could be huge, given the inte-
grated nature of the North American meat and livestock in-
dustry. Regarding cattle, 780,000 head moved from Canada 
to the U.S. last year, with 80% of them fed or non-fed cattle for 
immediate slaughter. The U.S. represents 15% of Canadian 
fed cattle marketings. Any increase in price might have caused 
packers like Tyson Foods or JBS to procure fewer cattle for 
their Pasco, WA, and Souderton, PA, plants, respectively. 
Mexico in 2024 exported 1.24 million feeder cattle to the U.S. 
Most of these enter southern Plains and Southwest feedlots, 
which have long been dependent on Mexican cattle to fill their 
pens.

U.S. meat exports are at risk
On the beef side, one-quarter of all Canadian beef produc-

tion goes to the U.S. Net exports to the U.S. after U.S. exports 
to Canada amount to 20% of Canadia beef production. Im-
ports last year totaled 1.013 billion pounds. Beef imports from 
Mexico last year totaled 597 million lbs. Any retaliatory tariffs 
would threaten U.S. meat exports to the two neighbors. The 
U.S. last year exported $5.683 billion of beef and pork to the 
two countries, with $1.35 billion of beef going to Mexico and 
$877 million of beef going to Canada.

Australian beef, sheep meat and goat meat exports to the 
U.S. will be exposed to the 10% tariff. While the size of the 
tariff is at the upper end of the scale anticipated by Australian 
stakeholders, a long list of other countries exporting goods to 
the U.S. will be subjected to tariff impositions much higher 
than Australia’s 10%, says Beef Central’s Jon Condon. Major 
beef export competitor Brazil will also sit among the baseline 

trade partner countries on 10%. But it remains unclear 
whether that will be stacked on top of Brazil’s existing 26.5% 
tariff on beef exports to the U.S., having triggered its annual 
quota back in January. On lean beef trimmings used to make 
U.S. hamburgers, it is estimated that the tariff on Australian 
product will cost the U.S. consumer $180 million per year, says 
Condon. He noted that Trump singled out Australian beef for 
mention in his White Houses announcement Wednesday. 
Australians are wonderful people “but they banned American 
beef—yet we imported $3 billion worth of Australian beef last 
year alone,” he said.

Response by major U.S. meat and livestock trade groups to 
the tariff announcement Wednesday was largely muted. The 
executive order issued by the White House definitely provides 
more clarity on the administration’s approach to reciprocal 
tariffs, and the U.S Meat Export Federation (USMEF) appreci-
ates the White House bringing attention to the markets in 
which U.S. exports face significant trade barriers, said Dan 
Halstrom, USMEF president and CEO. USMEF also appreci-
ates that the U.S. is maintaining zero duties on USMCA-
compliant products. USMEF’s main concern continues to be 
how trade partners will react. USMEF is hopeful they will focus 
on eliminating trade barriers rather than imposing restrictive 
countermeasures, he said.

The Meat Institute, which represents U.S. meat and poultry 
processors, confirmed it would work with the Trump admin-
istration on ways to increase market access for meat and 
poultry products. Over the coming days, it will work with its 
members to understand the impact to the industry as tariffs 
and retaliatory tariffs take effect, said president and CEO Julie 
Anna Potts. The National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
(NCBA) provided a strongly worded statement about trade 
barriers on U.S. beef. For too long, America’s family farmers 
and ranchers have been mistreated by certain trading partners 
around the world, said NCBA’s Ethan Lane. “President Trump 
is taking action to address numerous trade barriers that pre-
vent consumers overseas from enjoying high-quality, whole-
some American beef. NCBA will continue engaging with the 
White House to ensure fair treatment for America’s cattle 
producers around the world and optimize opportunities for 
exports abroad,” said Lane. — Steve Kay, WLJ columnist

(Steve Kay is editor/publisher of Cattle Buyers Weekly, 
an industry newsletter published at P.O. Box 2533, Peta-
luma, CA, 94953; 707-765-1725. Kay’s Korner appears 
exclusively in WLJ.)

KKAY’S AY’S KKORNERORNER AG IMPORTS DODGE 
TARIFF BULLET

GGUEST UEST OOPINIONPINION AGRICULTURE, THE  
BACKBONE OF OUR ECONOMY

Across the country this morning, men and women in every 
region and every state are rising to grow the food, fiber and 
renewable fuel Americans depend on. Most of them have been 
working for hours before sunup this morning, and many will 
be working still as the sun dips below the horizon this evening. 
The days are long on the farm, and the work is hard. Farmers 
and ranchers don’t shy away from a hard day’s work, though. 
We know our nation is counting on us, not only to keep our 
food supply secure but also to help fuel our economy.

The latest Feeding the Economy report highlights the criti-
cal role U.S. agriculture plays across our economy. While 
fewer than 2% of Americans are farmers, 100% of Americans 
need a farmer, every day. Farmers are the key to a long supply 
chain, from tractor manufacturers upstream to grocery stores 
downstream. Today, this supply chain directly makes up more 
than one-seventh of the U.S. economy. 

In 2024, the direct and indirect economic impact of the 
agriculture supply chain totaled $9.5 trillion, or one-third of 
the U.S. economy. To put that in terms of the global economy, 
if the U.S. agricultural supply chain were its own country, it 
would support the third largest economy in the world. Let that 
sink in for a minute. That is an American-grown success 
story.

Agriculture’s economic value is fueling jobs too. In 2024, 
direct employment in the food and agriculture supply chain 
grew by more than 1 million jobs. Altogether, jobs directly in 
the food and agricultural supply chain make up 15% of em-
ployment in the U.S., for a total of more than 24 million jobs. 
When you add in all the jobs supported by agriculture, the 
yields nearly double. From scientists and researchers to en-
gineers and truck drivers, farmers and ranchers and their 
supply chain support more than 47 million jobs in the U.S.

As farmers and ranchers know from hard, personal experi-

ence, yields are not guaranteed. One good season—or even 
one dozen good seasons—does not guarantee the next. We 
cannot take agriculture for granted. Most consumers got a 
glimpse of this truth with the empty grocery store shelves at 
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, and with the egg short-
age this year. But our memories can be short, and most folks 
do not understand the tremendous pressures farmers and 
ranchers are facing.

From inflation and rising labor costs to an outdated farm 
bill, many farmers are operating on razor thin margins, and 
some cannot hold on for a better season. Farm bankruptcies 
were up 55% from 2023 to 2024, and more than 141,000 farms 
went out of business from 2017 to 2022, according to USDA’s 
Census of Agriculture. I give these reminders not to be despair-
ing but to remind us of how important it is that we remain 
committed to strengthening American agriculture. 

That’s why Farm Bureau is actively engaging with lawmak-
ers and leaders across Washington and across the country. 
From Capitol Hill to federal agencies, we are taking a seat at 
the table to address the challenges facing agriculture. We know 
Americans are counting on farmers, and farmers are counting 
on us.

Farmers and ranchers have been raising American-grown 
products for generations. And if we’re going to keep agriculture 
strong to ensure a secure food supply and to help feed our 
economy, we need to ensure that farmers and ranchers have 
the tools they need. Farm Bureau is committed to being the 
leading Voice of Agriculture because we understand how high 
the stakes are for farmers, ranchers and rural communities. 
Our nation is stronger when farmers and ranchers have the 
resources, tools and freedom to do what we do best: feed our 
nation and our economy. — Zippy Duvall, American Farm 
Bureau Federation president
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President Donald Trump on 
April 2 announced reciprocal 
tariffs on U.S. trade partners as 
he seeks to reinvigorate manu-
facturing industries and press 
for more fairness globally in 
trade.

“April 2 will forever be re-
membered as the day Ameri-
can industry was reborn, the 
day American industry was 
reborn, the day America’s des-
tiny was reclaimed, and the day 
that we began to make Ameri-
ca wealthy again,” Trump said 
at a White House event.

Trump announced a mini-
mum 10% tariff on at least 60 
countries but laid out a range 
of different tariffs for countries 
and trading blocs, including 
34% tariffs on China, 24% on 
Japan and 20% on the Euro-
pean Union (EU), for instance. 
Along with that, all imported 
automobiles would have a 25% 
tariff starting April 3.

Several major agricultural 
groups have expressed fear 
that countries will immedi-
ately retaliate against farm ex-

ports. 
Trump said his tariff policies 

are “standing up for farmers 
and ranchers” who are “brutal-
ized by nations.” He pointed 
out countries with high tariffs 
or non-tariff barriers on agri-
culture will see reciprocal tar-
iffs. He pointed out 250% to 
300% tariffs on U.S. dairy prod-
ucts by Canada and suggested 
Canadian dairy policy should 
change. USDA reports the U.S. 
dairy industry last year export-
ed $1.14 billion in products to 
Canada while Canada’s dairy 
industry exported $550 million 
of products to the U.S.

“We don’t like it, and it’s not 
fair to our farmers and it’s not 
fair to our country,” Trump said 
on the Canadian dairy tariffs. 

Trump pointed out the U.S. 
imports $2.8 billion in beef 
from Australia, but the U.S. 
exports virtually zero beef to 
Australia. 

“They don’t want to take any 
of our beef. They don’t want to 
take it because they don’t want 
it to affect their farmers,” 

Trump said. 
Pointing to similar restric-

tions elsewhere, Trump said, 
“They have taken so much 
wealth from our country, and 
we’re not going let that hap-
pen.”

Trump said the tariffs would 
generate “trillions of dollars” to 
reduce taxes and pay down the 
national debt. He also touted 
the tax bill being worked on in 
Congress to extend Trump’s 
2017 tax cuts.

Trump pointed to a report 
released March 31 by the U.S. 
Trade Representative’s Office 
highlighting trade barriers 
across nearly 50 countries and 
the EU.

“Frankly, it’s very upsetting 
when you read it, when you see 
what people have been doing 
to us for 30 years,” he said.

Trump highlighted tariffs on 
products such as motorcycles 
and automobiles. The U.S. has 
had a standard 2.4% tariff on 
motorcycles, while tariffs in 
some Asian countries are as 
high as 70%, he said.

Along with Cabinet officials 
and lawmakers, Trump was 
joined by autoworkers and 
other blue-collar workers at the 
event. An autoworker from 
Michigan praised the long-
term impact of auto tariffs for 
reinvigorating now-shuttered 
plants.

“Donald Trump’s policies 
are going to bring product back 
to those underutilized plants,” 
said the worker, identified as 
Brian Pennebecker. “There’s 
going to be new investment. 
There’s going to be new plants 
built ... We support Donald 
Trump’s policies on tariffs 
100%.”

Trump said, “There is no 
tariff if you build your plant, 
your product in America.”

A range of responses are ex-
pected from trading partners 
in the coming days as eyes will 
be on both the stock market 
and commodities. Mark Car-
ney, prime minister of Canada, 
posted on social platform X, “I 
spoke with Mexican President 
Claudia Sheinbaum this morn-
ing. In a shifting global econo-
my, strong and reliable part-
ners matter. Canada and Mex-
ico are focused on deepening 
our trade relations and build-
ing stronger economies, to-
gether.” 

That runs counter to On-
tario Premier Doug Ford who 
called on both sides to back 
down on tariffs. Ford also sug-
gested Canada negotiate a 
trade deal with the U.S. but 
leave out Mexico.

Reuters reported that Shein-
baum said she will announce 

“a comprehensive program” to 
respond to tariffs on April 3. 
Sheinbaum suggested her gov-
ernment would look at ways to 
boost its domestic economy.

Agricultural groups have 
been concerned for months 
about the possibility of an all-
out trade war. Major groups 
wrote a letter to Cabinet offi-
cials on April 1 looking for 
policies that would avoid puni-
tive actions against U.S. agri-
cultural exports.

Ohio farmer Chris Gibbs, 
president of Rural USA PAC, 
criticized the tariff announce-
ment, pointing to not just the 
tariffs, but noting that Trump 
didn’t talk about a desire to 
negotiate new trade deals, 
though Trump did press coun-
tries for market access in his 
talk.

“I believe the president be-
lieve the tariffs are going to help 
and that we’re going to have 
more market access, but be-
tween now and then, it looks 
like a lot of pain, particularly in 
rural America,” Gibbs said.

A critic of Trump’s trade 
policies, Gibbs said Trump 
didn’t say anything that gives 
businesses or farmers any sta-
bility or predictability moving 
ahead. Gibbs also raised con-
cerns about reports that the 
Trump administration is al-
ready looking at potential aid 
payments to farmers.

“Farmers have a good rap-
port with taxpayers. Farmers 
are held in pretty high regard,” 
Gibbs said. “For tax dollars to 
continue to have to come to 
farmers to keep them afloat, 

that going to eventually take a 
toll on the goodwill that farm-
ers have enjoyed from taxpay-
ers.”

National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Government Affairs 
Ethan Lane said of the an-
nouncement: “For too long, 
America’s family farmers and 
ranchers have been mistreated 
by certain trading partners 
around the world. President 
Trump is taking action to ad-
dress numerous trade barriers 
that prevent consumers over-
seas from enjoying high-qual-
ity, wholesome American 
beef.”

While Trump presses on tar-
iffs, Agriculture Secretary 
Brooke Rollins is trumpeting 
new trade opportunities. Rol-
lins on March 31 announced 
she will travel to six countries 
on trade missions in the com-
ing months—Brazil, India, Ja-
pan, Peru, United Kingdom 
and Vietnam. 

On April 2, USDA released 
the funding notice for the fiscal 
year 2026 Market Access Pro-
gram and Foreign Market De-
velopment Program, which 
provides funding for commod-
ity groups and businesses to 
promote products in export 
markets.

While championing what he 
believes will be an economic 
renaissance, Trump also sug-
gested it might not come easy. 
“We’re all going to have to go 
through a little tough love, 
maybe,” the president said. — 
Chris Clayton, DTN ag policy 
editor

Trump launches reciprocal tariffs on most trading partners 
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SEWARD CATTLE (1000) SimAng strs, 700-775#
MIRACLE FARMS OF VALENTINE LLC / DALLAS DODSON (343) (180) Ang strs, 

475-650#, (163) Ang hfrs, 450-625#
5-J FARMS LLC (285) Ang & Char Ang X hfrs, 750-850#

HENDRICKS CATTLE (196) Ang & BWF strs & hfrs, 450-550#
MCLEOD RANCH (95) (80) Rd Ang, hfrs, 500-550#, (15) Rd Ang strs, 500-550#

RIDGELINE RANCH (95) Char X & Rd strs, 550-650#

Feds plan to remove WY wild horses
The Bureau of Land Man-

agement’s (BLM) contentious 
plans to remove all free-roam-
ing horses from vast reaches 
of southwest Wyoming’s 
“checkerboard” region could 
begin as soon as this summer, 
although a legal appeal to stop 
roundups remains in limbo. 

On March 31, the federal 
agency released a 47-page en-
vironmental assessment out-
lining plans to gather and per-
manently remove several 
thousand wild horses from 
2,105 square miles—an area 
nearly the size of Delaware—
managed by BLM’s Rock 
Springs and Rawlins field of-
fices. 

Horses would come off an 
additional 1,124 square miles 
of private land within the 
checkerboard. A public review 
period is underway with com-
ments due by April 30. If the 
BLM greenlights the round-
ups, they could begin within 
the next three months and 
continue for a couple of years, 
possibly longer.  

First to go would be the es-
timated 1,125 free-roaming 
horses in the Salt Wells Creek 
herd and 736 animals in the 
northwestern portion of Ado-
be Town, according to BLM 
Rock Springs Field Office 
Manager Kimberlee Foster. 
Then in 2026, horse-removal 
crews would move on to elim-
inating an estimated 894 hors-
es in the Great Divide Basin 
herd. 

Free-roaming horses, a 
nonnative species that faces 
scant predation, increase in 
population by about 20% an-
nually. Reproduction, com-

bined with missed animals 
during surveys, make estimat-
ing precise herd numbers dif-
ficult. The expectation is that 
3,371 wild horses would be 
removed, but the ultimate 
number could range from 
2,500 up to 5,000, according to 
the BLM. 

The push to rid southwest 
Wyoming’s checkerboard re-
gion of free-roaming horses 
traces back 15 years. The Wild 
Free-Roaming Horses and 
Burros Act directs the BLM to 
“to remove stray wild horses 
from private lands as soon as 
practicable upon receipt of a 
written request,” the environ-
mental assessment states. 

In 2010, the cattle and 
sheep-centric Rock Springs 
Grazing Association, which 
owns and leases about 1.1 mil-
lion acres of private land in the 
checkerboard, revoked con-
sent to allow horses to roam 
on its property. 

There’s been a legal battle 
ever since. Lawsuits from both 
the Rock Springs Grazing As-
sociation and wild horse ad-
vocacy groups have targeted 
the BLM’s planned actions, 
but U.S. District Court of Wyo-
ming Judge Kelly Rankin, a 
Biden appointee, ruled in the 
federal government’s favor in 
both lawsuits last August. 

Soon thereafter, a coalition 
of pro-horse petitioners—the 
American Wild Horse Cam-
paign, Animal Welfare Insti-
tute, Western Watersheds 
Project, Carol Walker, Kimer-
lee Curyl and Chad Hanson—
appealed.  

Attorneys for the federal 
government and horse advo-

cacy groups exchanged argu-
ments before the 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in March. A 
decision is pending, but horse 
advocates are optimistic about 
their chances. 

The BLM has never before 
fully eliminated a herd of free-
roaming horses without hav-
ing demonstrated there are 
ecological reasons for doing 
so, American Wild Horse Ex-
ecutive Director Suzanne Roy 
contended.

“This would be the first time 
in the 54-year history of the 
Wild Horse and Burros Act 
that the BLM eliminated a 
herd management area and 
eradicated entire wild horse 
herds—two of them—when 
the agency itself concedes that 
the area has sufficient habitat 
for the horses,” Roy said. “It has 
implications for wild horse 
protection across the West, 
because if private landowners 
that have land adjacent to or 
within herd management ar-
eas are allowed to dictate the 
presence of wild horses on the 
public land, that’s a very dan-
gerous precedent.”

Meanwhile, the BLM is 
staging resources necessary to 
move forward with its plans. 
The Adobe Town/Salt Wells 
Creek herd roundup is the 
largest on the BLM’s tentative 
wild horse and burro gather 
schedule for 2025. In regions 
of the Adobe Town herd area 
where horses are being al-
lowed to persist, there are re-
lated plans to remove 2,179 
free-roaming horses—num-
bers that exceed the “appro-
priate management level.” —
Mike Koshmrl, WyoFile
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Timing is the key to a suc-
cessful calving season, but 
beef cattle producers often 
wonder how they can narrow 
the calving window, or the 
timeframe in which cows will 
be giving birth. 

Speaking on a recent “Cat-
tle Chat” podcast, K-State 
beef cattle scientist Bob Lar-
son said a wide calving win-
dow poses two main chal-
lenges for producers:

• Aligning calving with for-
age seasons, because forage 
must be adequate for the lac-
tating cows.

• Calves born early in the 
season have higher weight 
and value, thus a tighter calv-

ing season can produce more 
of these calves.

Larson said producers’ 
goal should be reproductive 
efficiency and notes that it 
can be very difficult to move 
late calving cows to calve ear-
lier in the season. 

“I would probably focus on 
developing replacement 
heifers so that all of my re-
placement heifers calve early, 
and over time cull the late 
bred cows,” Larson said. 

When determining the 
length of the calving window, 
Larson suggests capping it at 
70 days. 

“Herds can have high re-
productive efficiency within 

65-70 days, which is the goal,” 
he said. “By breeding heifers 
early, turning out fertile bulls 
and aligning with forage sea-
sons over a couple of years, 
producers can narrow that 
window.

“In general, give yourself 
four or five years to move 
from that long window to a 
shorter calving window.”

Larson and others also dis-
cussed whether synchroniza-
tion efforts could assist in 
shortening the calving win-
dow. Larson said synchroni-
zation efforts would only 
work if the producer sepa-
rated the herd into multiple 
calving groups.

“I don’t recommend doing 
that because the marginal 
gain is relatively small; it’s just 
a few cows each time I do 
that, that get moved forward,” 
Larson said.

Larson suggests penciling 
out cost implications when 
deciding what actions to take. 
“Each situation is different as 
there is not a one-size fits all 
solution for calving win-
dows,” he said.

“You’ve added a lot of com-
plexity and labor to cow man-
agement and (you need to 
determine if) that aligns with 
your other responsibilities,” 
Larson said. — K-State Re-
search and Extension

Shortening the calving window for cattle herds

STUBER RANCH’S STUBER RANCH’S 57th ANNUAL SALE57th ANNUAL SALE
Saturday, April 29, 2025 at the Ranch • 1 p.m. (MDT)Saturday, April 29, 2025 at the Ranch • 1 p.m. (MDT)

Joe Goggins, Auctioneer | 10 miles north of Bowman or 16 miles south of Amidon on Hwy 85, then 5 miles west, ½ mile south

VIDEO AT STUBERRANCH.COM — LIVESTOCK LINK — DV AUCTION

STUBER RANCH | 7606 149th Ave SW | Box 56 |  Bowman, ND 58623
LET US PUT YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST — VISITORS WELCOME ANYTIME

Roger 701-523-5371 
Cell 701-523-6813

Sale Barn 701-523-3522 
Mac 701-440-0015

Duane 701-523-3496 
Cell 701-523-1479

Lot 4038 — 44567858
DAUGHTER OF SR DOMINATION 117K 

THICK AND SMOOTH 
MADE WITH STYLE
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Lot 73 — 44567801
SON OF CHURCHILL TRANSLATOR 273K

POLLED — REAL LONG, THICK 
AND COMPLETE
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Lot 44  — 44567830
SON OF SR DOMINATE 308F

  MUSCLE, LONG BACK, BONE 
AND WIDE
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Lot 45 — 44523497
SON OF  PDHR 15E STANDARD LAD 24H

ULTRA-ATTRACTIVE, REAL COMPLETE, 
AND STRAIGHT MADE
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UU BAKKEN 8027 

SR DOMINATE 308F

CL 1 DOMINO 993

HH ADVANCE 0159H

CHURCHILL MARK DOM 697D

CL 1 DOMINO 942G

PDHR 15E STANDARD LAD 24H

WHR BEEFMAKER 250G

UU GREAT PLAINS 2008K

CHURCHILL TRANSLATOR 273 ET

SR DOMINATION 1172K

SR STELLAR 201J AI

BIRDWELL VANGUARD 5022 9337

STARDANCE M8086-AI

UPDATED INFORMATION, VIDEO AND CATALOG ON OUR WEBSITE stuberranch.com

Featuring sons and daughters of —

Selling 70 HORNED & 12 POLLED YEARLING BULLS + 9 FALL BULLS
50 TOP-END Registered Heifers

80 HOME RAISED Commercial Females

Second CA county declares wolf emergency
On April 1, the Sierra County Board of Supervisors ad-

opted a resolution declaring a local state of emergency due 
to gray wolves within the county. Sierra County is the second 
county in California to declare a state of emergency, follow-
ing Modoc County last month. “The presence of gray wolves 
in and around Sierra County has been confirmed, with 
documented depredations of sheep and cattle occurring 
within five miles of the county line, signaling an imminent 
threat to local livestock and public safety as cattle return to 
pasture,” the resolution read. The board requests the Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Commission initiate regulatory 
changes to grant sheriffs the authority to investigate wolf 
incidents and declare a specific wolf a public safety threat, 
authorizing its removal. The board emphasizes that the 
resolution is not a call for widespread lethal control, but the 
establishment of tools to allow rural communities to re-
spond to threats in a lawful manner.

USDA announces ag trade programs
USDA announced agricultural trade promotion pro-

grams for fiscal year 2026 and is now accepting applications 
for four export market development programs. The Foreign 
Agricultural Service opened funding for the Market Access 
Program, Foreign Market Development Program, Technical 
Assistance for Specialty Crops Program and Emerging 
Markets Program. USDA said the programs will help ag 
producers sell and promote their goods internationally. 
USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins also announced she will be 
going on trade trips in the next six months to promote ag 
exports in Vietnam, Japan, India, Peru, Brazil and the 
United Kingdom.

Tyson, others must face pork price-fixing suits
U.S. District Judge John Tunheim ruled in the District of 

Minnesota that Tyson and other pork producers and inte-
grators must face lawsuits from buyers accusing them of 
price fixing. Three classes and dozens of direct action 
plaintiffs allege that Agri Stats, Clemens Food Group, JBS, 
Hormel Foods, Seaboard Foods, Smithfield Foods, Triumph 
Foods and Tyson Foods conspired to limit the supply of 
pork and fix prices. In a 232-page order, Tunheim dismissed 
Hormel as a defendant but found enough evidence for a 
jury to decide on antitrust claims against the other compa-
nies.

Bill introduced to release USDA funds
Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) introduced the Honor Farmer 

Contracts Act to release withheld funding for all contracts 
and agreements USDA previously entered. “Farmers and 
the organizations that serve them operate on tight margins 
and cannot be left waiting for weeks and months without 
funding they rightfully planned for and need to keep oper-
ating,” Booker said in a news release. USDA froze funding 
allocated under the Inflation Reduction Act for review, and 
has so far released $20 million in contracts for the Environ-
mental Quality Incentive Program, the Conservation Stew-
ardship Program and the Agricultural Conservation Ease-
ment Program. Previously obligated funding under the 
Rural Energy For America Program, Empowering Rural 
America and Powering Affordable Clean Energy programs 
was also released.

Greens claim livestock damage in AZ monument
The Center for Biological Diversity contends unauthor-

ized cattle in Arizona’s Agua Fria National Monument have 
damaged critical habitat for the Gila chub and western 
yellow-billed cuckoo. “Our new survey shows that federal 
officials are continuing to allow cattle herds to trash endan-
gered species habitat in a national monument, breaking 
the law,” said Chris Bugbee of the Center for Biological 
Diversity. An ongoing lawsuit led by the group last March 
seeks to remove livestock from the monument’s protected 
areas.

Kroger files counterclaims against Albertsons
The Kroger Co. filed its answer and counterclaims to the 

complaint brought by Albertsons in the Delaware Court of 
Chancery regarding the pervious merger agreement be-
tween the two companies. The merger was terminated in 
December. “While Kroger was working diligently to seek 
regulatory approval and close the merger, Albertsons was 
engaging in a secret and misguided campaign, together 
with C&S Wholesale Grocers, the divestiture buyer, to pur-
sue its own regulatory strategy, which ultimately under-
mined Kroger’s efforts,” Kroger wrote in a news release. The 
company said that as a result of its misconduct, Albertsons 
is not entitled to the $600 million termination fee, nor any 
other damages it seeks.

Enviros seek species protections
The Center for Biological Diversity has filed two more 

petitions and one lawsuit to protect four species under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). The organization filed a 
petition with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to 
protect the Oregon Ochoco lomatium flower, a petition with 
the California Fish and Game Commission to protect the 
Pacific pocket mouse under the state’s ESA, and a lawsuit 
against USFWS to protect the Kern Canyon slender sala-
mander and relictual slender salamander in California. 

Legal LedgerLegal Ledger
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The Montana House of Rep-
resentatives has declined to 
back Utah in its legal bid to 
assume ownership of 18.5 mil-
lion acres of federal land inside 

that state’s borders. 
Lawmakers on April 1 re-

jected a proposal by Rep. Tom 
Millett (R-Marion) to support 
Utah’s assertion that the “un-

appropriated” land adminis-
tered by the federal Bureau of 
Land Management belongs 
under state control.

During floor debate on 
House Joint (HJ) Resolution 
24, Millett underscored that his 
resolution is not about selling 
off federal lands. Instead, he 
characterized it as an attempt 
to answer a constitutional 
question affecting all western 
states. Earlier this year, Utah 
received notice that its desire 
to take that question straight to 
the U.S. Supreme Court didn’t 
develop as planned. In Janu-
ary, the nation’s highest court 
declined to take the matter up 
before a lower court issues a 
ruling.

“There are 18.5 million acres 
[of unappropriated land] in the 
state of Utah, and the federal 
government reaps $187 mil-
lion in royalties from that un-
appropriated land. Montana? 
We have 8 million acres that 
are unappropriated. They reap 
$55 million,” Millett said dur-
ing debate. “How many roads 
can we build with $55 million? 
How many schools can we 
fund with $55 million?” 

Millett argued that western 
states are “deprived of basic 
and fundamental sovereign 
powers” due to the inability to 
tax federal land and exercise 
eminent domain to direct in-
frastructure development on 
them. 

Rep. Debo Powers, a fresh-
man Democratic lawmaker 
from Whitefish, countered that 
Montanans have “overwhelm-
ingly rejected transfer time and 
time again” and highlighted 
voters’ appetite for considering 
their elected officials’ record 
on conservation issues when 
they fill out their ballots.

“That’s why so many politi-
cal candidates in Montana—
from every political party—
pledged to keep public lands 
in public hands. Maybe you 
were one of those candidates,” 
she said. “Now is your oppor-
tunity to show your constitu-
ents your commitment by vot-
ing against this resolution. And 
believe me: the voters are 
watching on this one.”

Powers also argued that the 
financial calculation should 
work the other way, given the 
federal funding supporting 

firefighting and trail and facil-
ity maintenance.

“These costs would put a 
tremendous pressure on the 
states to sell off these lands,” 
she said. “You could be finding 
mega-mansions where you 
once enjoyed hunting and 
fishing on your public lands.”

Rep. Paul Fielder (R-Thomp-
son Falls) argued that the de-
bate is less about keeping 
“public lands in public hands” 
and more about “keeping fed-
eral lands in federal hands.”

“The states can manage the 
lands that are transferred as 
they choose,” he said. “I kinda 
like managing the land within 
my property boundary, and I 
think the states should be able 
to manage land in their bor-
ders.”

Two Republicans flipped 
their votes Tuesday, joining 22 
of their GOP colleagues and all 
of the chamber’s Democrats in 
voting the measure down.

Conservation organizations 
celebrated HJ 24’s defeat, issu-
ing emailed press releases 
shortly after the measure’s 
floor vote.

Montana Conservation Vot-

ers’ Executive Director Whit-
ney Tawney described the 
development as a “major vic-
tory.”

“We are proud of the law-
makers who stood up for our 
public lands and denied this 
misguided attempt to privatize 
our shared resources,” she 
wrote. “Public lands are the 
cornerstone of what makes 
Montana special, and today, 
Montana’s lawmakers listened 
to the people, not special inter-
ests.”

Noah Marion, Wild Mon-
tana’s political and state policy 
director, echoed that assess-
ment.

“HJ 24 did one thing: lay the 
groundwork for privatizing our 
public lands. Utah’s lawsuit 
isn’t about answering a consti-
tutional question; it’s about 
opening a back door to trans-
fer. By rejecting this resolution, 
lawmakers have aligned them-
selves with Montanans and 
made it clear that we will never 
allow our public lands to be 
sold off to the highest bidder.” 
— Amanda Eggert, Montana 
Free Press environmental 
reporter

MT lawmakers won’t back UT in land-transfer lawsuit

(In an effort to serve the next 
generation of livestock producers, 
WLJ’s Youth Opportunities calendar 
lists internship and scholarship 
information for agricultural- and 
livestock-focused students, listed by 
application deadline. If you have an 
internship or scholarship to 
announce, please email it to 
editorial@wlj.net.)
April 14 – Certified Angus Beef is 
awarding $100,000 in scholarships 
through the 2025 Colvin 
Scholarship Fund to support 
students pursuing careers in food 
and agriculture. Details: tinyurl.
com/pvwj9dpu. 
April 15 – The Montana Farm 
Bureau Foundation and Women’s 
Leadership Committee are once 
again offering more than $7,000 in 
scholarships to students pursuing 
higher education. Details: mfbf.
org/Foundation/Foundation-
Scholarships.
April 15 – The Agricultural 

Communicators Network is 
offering three scholarships to 
undergraduate students pursuing 
c a r e e r s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
communications.  Detai ls: 
a g c o m m n e t w o r k . c o m /
scholarships.
April  15 –  The Colorado 
CattleWomen’s Heather Hays 
Stinnett Memorial Scholarship will 
be awarded to a Colorado woman 
p u r s u i n g  a  g r a d u a t e  o r 
undergraduate degree in 
agriculture or a related field. 
Details: tinyurl.com/bhyv53kw.
April 17 – Purina Animal Nutrition, 
along with the Land O’Lakes 
Foundation, has reopened its 
annual scholarship program. 
Undergraduate students and 
current high school seniors who 
have experience raising and caring 
for small or large livestock, equine 
and/or poultry are eligible to apply 
for a $5,000 scholarship. Details: 
www.purinamills.com/scholarship. 

Youth OpportunitiesYouth Opportunities

Ag contends water bill 
could delay transfers

right is tied to the land and can 
only be transferred with de-
partment approval. To remain 
valid, water rights must be ac-
tively used; failure to do so for 
five or more years can result in 
forfeiture under the “use it or 
lose it” rule.

Water rights are granted for 
beneficial uses such as irriga-
tion and domestic and indus-
trial purposes. Since 1987, state 
agencies have also been able to 
apply for instream water rights 
to protect fish, water quality 
and recreation. During a gov-
ernor-declared drought, water 
for human consumption and 
livestock takes priority over 
instream uses. Oregon law al-
lows water rights holders to 
sell, lease or donate their rights 
for instream purposes through 
temporary or permanent 
transfers. When a transfer is 
requested, OWRD ensures it 
does not expand the right or 
harm other users, and if con-
cerns arise, the department 
may impose conditions or 
deny the application.

Ag opposition
A coalition of agricultural 

and natural resource water us-
ers has voiced strong opposi-
tion to SB 1153, arguing that it 
would significantly slow water 
rights transfers and hinder wa-
ter management flexibility. 

“As we head into a future 
where new water rights are no 
longer available, the water right 
transfer process will provide 
crucial flexibility for water right 
holders,” the group said. 

They contend that SB 1153 
would introduce two new eval-
uation standards that could 
delay transfers for farms, 
ranches and irrigation districts, 
making it harder to manage 
existing water rights efficiently. 
With surface water sources 
largely appropriated and new 
groundwater allocations in-
creasingly restricted under re-
cent OWRD rules, the group 
believes that now more than 
ever, administrative processes 

should promote—rather than 
obstruct—responsible water 
management.

“OWRD is charged with wa-
ter quantity allocation and 
does not have the authority or 
expertise to evaluate the im-
pacts of water right transac-
tions on aquatic species or 
water quality,” they said.

Instead of adding new bur-
dens, they urge lawmakers to 
focus on streamlining OWRD’s 
existing processes to improve 
efficiency while still protecting 
water rights.

Support for bill
Oregon Water Partnership, a 

coalition of conservation 
groups advocating for bal-
anced water policies, wrote a 
letter supporting SB 1153. 

The organization said they 
have pushed for reforms to the 
state’s water laws, and the bill 
prevents water rights transfers 
that could harm habitat and 
water quality—two critical 
public resources that have suf-
fered under the current system. 
The letter argues that 97% of 
streams lack instream water 
rights and the state is an “out-
lier” in that it has not taken 
action to close the loophole. 

“Our sister states have all 
managed to bring new water 
values into the process for 
changing old water rights,” the 
organization said. “It’s time for 
the Oregon Legislature to do 
right by the resource and the 
ecosystems, economies, and 
cultural connections it sus-
tains.”

The group has also backed 
SB 427, which takes a different 
approach to closing the state’s 
transfer loophole by prevent-
ing applications that would 
reduce streamflow. While SB 
427 keeps the review process 
within OWRD, SB 1153 pro-
vides additional protections for 
habitat and water quality. 

The group urges lawmakers 
to pass long-overdue reforms 
and is committed to further 
discussions in the 2025 legisla-
tive session. — Charles Wal-
lace, WLJ contributing editor

WATER TRANSFER
(from page 1)
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For rancher Nick Wilkinson, 
the proposed lithium mine 
hits closest to home—literally, 
because much of the ranch’s 
grazing sprawls across the 
land in question. 

The Wilkinson family is no 
stranger to working with the 
BLM, having to completely 
overhaul their operation in 
order to comply with new spe-
cies conservation measures in 
the ’90s.

In 1988, the BLM informed 
local ranchers of upcoming 
grazing changes, which af-
fected many permittees and 
forced some out of business. 
By 1992, the agency imple-
mented grazing restrictions to 
protect riparian areas, the La-
hontan cutthroat trout and 
sage grouse. The ranch was 
forced to cut down its animal 
unit months (AUMs) from 
16,500 to just 6,500.

“They didn’t take the AUMs 
away, but they might as well 
have, because it limits my 
grazing,” Wilkinson told WLJ. 
As a result, the ranch had to 
undergo a complete transfor-
mation, adapting to fish con-
servation measures and se-
curing additional grazing land.

As the BLM was developing 
grazing restrictions, central 
Oregon ranchers Doc and 
Connie Hatfield brought to-
gether a diverse group of 
stakeholders, ranging from 
ranchers to environmentalists, 
to form the Trout Creek Moun-

tain Working Group to col-
laborate on developing a live-
stock grazing plan that every-
one could support. While the 
group still exists today, Wilkin-
son noted that it no longer has 
the influence it once had to 
tackle the current challenge 
posed by the mining proposal.

Although the group helped 
shape grazing policies in the 
early ’90s, regulatory enforce-
ment remained strict. Shortly 
after the new restrictions were 
implemented, BLM went so 
far as to send an armed officer 
to the ranch after Wilkinson 
plugged a trough overflow 
with his t-shirt to store extra 
water for cattle. Wilkinson was 
threatened with arrest, the loss 
of his grazing permit and a ban 
on ever running cattle there 
again, in the name of Lahon-
tan cutthroat trout conserva-
tion.

Now, decades later, he can’t 
help but notice how the gov-
ernment can suddenly reverse 
course; while he once faced 
severe consequences for stor-
ing a little extra water, mining 
companies proposing massive 
disturbances seem to receive 
far less scrutiny.

“I’ve changed my operation 
from night and day from the 
way my dad ran it,” Wilkinson 
said, “and it cost a lot of money 
to make it what it is today. And 
now that we’ve finally got on 
our feet and rolling to where it 
is a good operation, nobody 
cares about the fish or the sage 
grouse anymore.”

Wilkinson has long adapted 

to living alongside the species. 
“I’ve been protecting them for 
30 years,” he said. “Why 
wouldn’t I enjoy them?”

While the ranch has been 
required to conduct an envi-
ronmental impact statement 
for any improvement or plan 
that might disturb the fish or 
sage grouse, he noted that the 
same standard does not ap-
pear to apply to the mining 
company, which was only re-
quired to complete an EA and 
a FONSI. Wilkinson also ques-
tioned how BLM determined 
there would be no significant 
impact despite the hundreds 
of proposed drill sites.

“I wish the company would 
just say to me, ‘Yeah, we’re 
going to have a lot of impact 
and we’re going to help you 
out however we need to so we 

can coexist,’” Wilkinson said, 
acknowledging that the land 
is multiple use. “That, I could 
live with.”

But, “I’m afraid that after 
being a fourth-generation 
rancher, my son being the fifth 
and his two little boys the sixth, 
we won’t be here much lon-
ger,” he said.

The project’s plan of opera-
tions alone could devastate 
the family’s ranching legacy, 
let alone if the lithium mine 
goes into full production, 
Wilkinson said.

“I realize they have a right to 
be out there,” he said, “but they 
don’t have the right to break a 
sixth-generation ranch just 
because.”

And this project isn’t the 
only one threatening the fam-
ily’s livelihood. Two other pro-

posed mining projects would 
directly impact the ranch’s 
permits. While these addi-
tional projects aren’t as far 
along in the planning process 
as HiTech Minerals’ plan, 
Wilkinson believes their ap-
proval is inevitable if the Hi-
Tech Minerals’ plan is able to 
move forward.

If drilling plans are ap-
proved, there will be no graz-
ing land left for the cattle. The 
caldera, the ranch’s primary 
grazing area, will be covered 
with drill sites, while the high-
er-elevation pastures remain 
restricted by fish conservation 
regulations.

Wilkinson emphasized the 
greater need for collaboration, 
noting that past challenges 
were overcome by open com-
munication and compromise.

“I just want people to come 
to the table and have some sort 
of collaboration to figure this 
out,” Wilkinson said. “That’s 
the problem with this: the way 
it was done. There needed to 
be collaboration and people 
sitting at the table to meet each 
other in the middle.”

He continued, “That I’m 
good with, because I’ve dealt 
with a lot of that for the fish and 
sage grouse and I’m still here. 
And it was always through 
collaboration that got it done; 
I never got anything done in 
my life by jamming it down 
somebody’s throat.”

With the future of his fami-
ly’s ranch at stake, he hopes a 
collaborative approach is still 
an option for the future of the 
mining proposal.  — Anna 
Miller, WLJ managing editor

MINE
(from page 1)

Mine’s operations plan could have devastating impacts

Much of Oklahoma finished 
the summer and fall of 2024 
with drought stressed pastures. 
As we approach the season 
when soil temperature and 
photoperiod are priming 
warm season grasses to grow, 
it is important to assess dam-
age to drought stressed pas-
tures and manage accordingly.  
Following drought, stand dam-
age is readily apparent even on 
well-managed pastures.

Keep the following in mind 
this spring to aid in recovery of 
drought stressed, warm season 

grass pastures:
• Damaged stands of grass 

can recover with weed control, 
proper fertility and deferred 
grazing.

• The best post-drought 
management approach is to 
reduce competition and focus 
on moisture conservation and 
use. Aggressive weed control 
measures reduce competition 
for moisture and soil nutrients 
allowing desirable plants the 
best opportunity for successful 
growth and re-establishment. 
Herbicides are best applied 

early!
• Fertilization will be most 

important for improved grass-
es (such as bermudagrass or 
Old World bluestem) in tan-
dem with weed control.

• Permit the desirable grass-
es to stay ahead of grazing pres-
sure. Manage as if it is a new 
stand of grass to give time for 
root systems to grow and re-
establish.

• It may be necessary to sac-
rifice specific grazing paddocks 
or pastures in order to let the 
majority of pastures recover by 

delaying grazing pressure.
• Make a plan now for warm 

season grass pastures and hay 
meadows with the health of 
desirable plant species in 
mind.

• Considering the potential 
for a continued lack of mois-
ture make sure fertility, weed 
control and grazing pressure 
permit your desired plant spe-
cies to capitalize on the mois-
ture when it comes. — Mark Z. 
Johnson, Oklahoma State 
University Extension beef 
cattle breeding specialist

Pasture management for this spring

SATURDAY,SATURDAY, May 10 May 10 • SATURDAY, May 24• SATURDAY, June 7 • SATURDAY, May 24• SATURDAY, June 7
ALSO SELLING CATTLE FROM THESE CALIFORNIA COUNTY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS:ALSO SELLING CATTLE FROM THESE CALIFORNIA COUNTY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS:

Merced-Mariposa • Santa Clara • Napa-Solano • Madera • Calaveras • Tuolumne • Fresno-Kings • San Benito • MontereyMerced-Mariposa • Santa Clara • Napa-Solano • Madera • Calaveras • Tuolumne • Fresno-Kings • San Benito • Monterey
FEATURING A SPECIAL SECTION OF NHTC-CERTIFIED ANGUS-SIRED CALVES FEATURING A SPECIAL SECTION OF NHTC-CERTIFIED ANGUS-SIRED CALVES 

AND RED ANGUS AND CHAROLAIS SECTION AS WELL!AND RED ANGUS AND CHAROLAIS SECTION AS WELL!
These sales will feature some of the best cattle producers the state of California has to offer, These sales will feature some of the best cattle producers the state of California has to offer, 
so whether your cattle are enrolled in a special program or not, these are the sales for you!so whether your cattle are enrolled in a special program or not, these are the sales for you!

April Specials - Tues., April 15, 29

May Madness Feeder Specials

Burgers at the Barn - Sat., May 3

June Specials - Tues., June 3, 17

Every Tuesday in May is a SpecialEvery Tuesday in May is a Special
May 6, 13, 20, 27May 6, 13, 20, 27

These special feeder sales will feature consignments from small, medium, These special feeder sales will feature consignments from small, medium, 
and large producersand large producers

TLAY Spring Feeder SalesTLAY Spring Feeder Sales 
Special Dedicated to Showcasing Calves and Yearlings from Consignors Special Dedicated to Showcasing Calves and Yearlings from Consignors 

with 50 Head or Less at 9 a.m.with 50 Head or Less at 9 a.m.

Burgers at the Barn / Special Weigh-Cow Sale Burgers at the Barn / Special Weigh-Cow Sale 
& Recreational Cattle& Recreational Cattle

TLAY Spring Feeder SalesTLAY Spring Feeder Sales
April 15April 15thth: : Featuring Featuring 200 200 top-quality Angus-sired calves top-quality Angus-sired calves 

500-600lbs from Amador Zabalbeascoa 500-600lbs from Amador Zabalbeascoa 
& 150 top-quality calves from Bowman.and Ponte & 150 top-quality calves from Bowman.and Ponte 

209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811  • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM209-634-4326 • 209-667-0811  • WWW.TURLOCKLIVESTOCK.COM

4343rdrd

ANNUALANNUAL Showcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder SalesShowcase Feeder Sales

Online Bidding at www.LMAAuctions.com

TURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARDTURLOCK LIVESTOCK AUCTION YARD
Contra Costa-Alameda and San Joaquin-Stanislaus 

County Cattlemen’s Associations

Max Olvera Max Olvera ................................................ 209-277-2063209-277-2063
Steve FariaSteve Faria ........................ ........................ 209-988-7180209-988-7180
Justin Ramos Justin Ramos  .................... .................... 209-844-6372209-844-6372
John Bourdet John Bourdet  .................... .................... 831-801-2343831-801-2343
Celeste SettriniCeleste Settrini ................. ................. 831-320-1527831-320-1527
Jake Bettencourt Jake Bettencourt  .............. .............. 209-262-4019209-262-4019

Tim Sisil Tim Sisil  ............................ ............................ 209-631-6054209-631-6054
Travis Johnson Travis Johnson  .................. .................. 209-996-8645209-996-8645
Matt Miller Matt Miller  ........................ ........................ 209-914-5116209-914-5116
John Luiz John Luiz  .......................... .......................... 209-480-5101209-480-5101
Bud Cozzi Bud Cozzi  .......................... .......................... 209-652-4480209-652-4480

Call today to consign your cattle!Call today to consign your cattle!

Apr. 10
Harris Ranch 
— Coalinga, CA

May 1
WVM Headquarters 

— Cottonwood, CA

May 22
WVM Headquarters 

— Cottonwood, CA

2025 Upcoming 

  

Sales

Elite LevelElite Level
• 5 way viral (modifi ed live) 2x• 5 way viral (modifi ed live) 2x
• Clostridial 2x• Clostridial 2x
• Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x• Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x
• Dewormer• Dewormer
• Weaned 45 days• Weaned 45 days
•• 2nd vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date 2nd vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date

Premium LevelPremium Level
•• 5 way viral (modifi ed live) 2x 5 way viral (modifi ed live) 2x
• Clostridial 2x• Clostridial 2x
• Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x• Mannheimia / Pasteurella 2x
• Dewormer• Dewormer
• Not weaned• Not weaned
• • 2nd vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date2nd vaccinations given 30 days prior to sale date

TLAY TLAY Standard of Excellence Vaccination ProgramStandard of Excellence Vaccination Program
Healthier calves from your ranch to our marketHealthier calves from your ranch to our market
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Boost given for CA water deliveries 
The California Department of Water Resources announced 

that March’s wet and cold storms have led to an increased 
2025 State Water Project allocation. The Bureau of Reclama-
tion also raised Central Valley Project water supply alloca-
tions, providing farmers and contractors with greater cer-
tainty for the growing season. The agencies said the allocation 
has increased to 40% of requested water supplies, while 
municipal and industrial contractors remain at 75% of his-
torical use. The recent rains have increased capacity at Lake 
Oroville and San Luis Reservoir, increasing allocation. 

Layoffs affecting bird flu, food safety
Recent federal agency layoffs have significantly impacted 

the USDA’s bird flu response and food safety advisory com-
mittees. The layoffs included staff at the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration’s Center for Veterinary Medicine, affecting 
leadership, policy, legal and communication teams, Reuters 
reports. The American Veterinary Medical Association 
(AVMA) says the layoffs hit areas crucial to public safety: bird 
flu response, food safety and animal health. Additionally, on 
March 6, the administration disbanded two USDA food 
safety advisory committees: the National Advisory Commit-
tee on Microbiological Criteria for Foods (NACMCF) and the 
National Advisory Committee on Meat and Poultry Inspec-
tion (NACMPI), according to Meat+Poultry. NACMCF pro-
vides food safety recommendations that affect the food 
supply to the secretaries of Agriculture and Health and Hu-
man Services. NACMPI advises the secretary of Agriculture 
on food safety and inspection policies, with members includ-
ing processors, meat science academics and industry experts.  
The AVMA and Consumer Reports urge Congress to restore 
the positions to protect food safety and animal health.

Food contaminant levels tool launched
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has launched 

the Chemical Contaminants Transparency Tool, an online 
database that consolidates contaminant levels in human 
foods. To protect public health, the FDA sets tolerances, action 
levels and guidance levels to help assess food safety. The tool 
provides a searchable list of contaminants, commodities, 
level types, values and regulatory references. Users can also 
filter data by contaminant type, making it a valuable resource 
for food safety. “Ideally there would be no contaminants in 
our food supply, but chemical contaminants may occur in 
food when they are present in the growing, storage or process-
ing environments,” said acting FDA Commissioner Sara 
Brenner. 

Thousands of pounds of beef stolen in TN
The Grainger County Sheriff’s Office in Tennessee is inves-

tigating the disappearance of 80,000 pounds of beef stolen 
from a meat processing facility, Foodmarket reports. Two 
tractor-trailers picked up shipments from Southeastern 
Provision in Bean Station but never reached their destina-
tions. Authorities suspect a fraudulent trucking company 
orchestrated the theft, valued at $350,000. The beef was in-
tended for Kentucky and Michigan customers who reported 
the missing deliveries. The stolen meat remained unac-
counted for, leaving authorities searching for the beef and 
those responsible. 

Avian flu found in UK sheep
On March 24, the United Kingdom’s (UK) Department for 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) confirmed the 
first case of avian influenza in sheep in Yorkshire. Chief Vet-
erinary Officer Christine Middlemiss announced that H5N1 
was detected in the sheep through repeat milk testing, simi-
lar to U.S. protocols. The infected sheep was located on a farm 
previously affected by highly pathogenic avian influenza in 
birds. Strict biosecurity measures were implemented, and 
the animal was culled for further testing. DEFRA introduced 
livestock surveillance in response to H5N1 outbreaks in U.S. 
dairy cows. Authorities report a low risk to livestock and 
public health.

Egg Beaters recalled for cleaning solution
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service announced 

that Cargill Kitchen Solutions is recalling approximately 
212,268 pounds of liquid egg products due to potential con-
tamination with a cleaning solution containing sodium hy-
pochlorite. The affected products, produced March 12-13, 
include 32-ounce cartons of Egg Beaters original liquid egg 
substitute, Egg Beaters cage-free original liquid egg substitute, 
Egg Beaters cage-free original frozen egg substitute, Egg Beat-
ers no enjauladas original sustituto de huevo congelado, and 
Bob Evans Better’n Eggs Made with Real Egg Whites. The 
recalled products bear establishment number “G1804” and 
were distributed for foodservice in multiple states, with pos-
sible nationwide distribution. Consumers and foodservice 
providers should discard or return these items.

IA man charged with illegal slaughter
An Elgin, IA, man is charged after admitting to operating 

an unlicensed meat and poultry slaughter business in Fayette 
County for 20 years, local news outlet KRCG reported. The 
Fayette County Sheriff’s Office arrested Ethan Guyer on 
charges of second-degree theft, first-degree fraudulent prac-
tice, and meat and poultry license violation. Two customers 
reported hiring Guyer to process steers, but he never delivered 
the meat. Authorities say Guyer’s operation generated 
$189,560 from slaughtering 150 beef and 500 swine without 
inspections. He was taken to the Fayette County Jail and 
later released. The investigation is ongoing, with the potential 
for additional charges.

SSTORY TORY SSHORTSHORTS

“By acknowledging that the 
Endangered Species Act re-
quires the government to bal-
ance conservation efforts with 
their economic impact, the 
court restored the ability of 
these ranching families to earn 
a living,” said Charles Yates, an 
attorney at Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, in reaction to the deci-
sion. “Unburdened by the 
shackles of Chevron deference, 
the court made clear that the 
United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service failed to follow the law 
when it issued the rule, and 
accordingly overturned it.”

Additionally, the court ruled 
that USFWS failed to consider 
economic costs when issuing 
the 4(d) rule. While economic 
factors cannot be considered 
when deciding whether to list 
a species as threatened, the 
court found they must be fac-
tored into a 4(d) rule. 

“Such a determination re-
quires consideration of costs,” 
Counts wrote. “Because Fish 
and Wildlife failed to account 
for costs, to include cost of 
compliance, it failed to con-
sider the ‘all relevant factors’ 
and ignored ‘important 

aspect[s] of the problem’ be-
fore it.”

Because USFWS did not 
conduct this analysis, the judge 
granted summary judgment in 
favor of the plaintiffs and de-
nied USFWS’ cross-motion.

Background
In November 2022, USFWS 

split the lesser prairie chicken 
into two distinct populations 
under the ESA. The Northern 
DPS, found in the Texas Pan-
handle, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Colorado, was designated as 
threatened, while the Southern 
DPS, located in west Texas and 
New Mexico, was classified as 
endangered. 

A 4(d) rule was implement-
ed for the Northern DPS to 
tailor protections while allow-
ing certain agricultural activi-
ties. Land cultivated within the 
past five years could continue 
to be used for farming, and 
grazing was permitted, pro-
vided that USFWS and a third-
party certifier approved a site-
specific grazing plan. Under 
the ESA, taking birds from the 
Southern DPS was strictly pro-
hibited.

According to USFWS, the 
bird has lost 90% of its habitat 

due to fragmentation and hab-
itat loss, despite ongoing vol-
untary conservation efforts. 
Aerial surveys estimated the 
five-year average population 
across the five states at 27,384 
birds.

In July 2023, the Kansas Nat-
ural Resource Coalition and 
several farmers and ranchers 
filed suit against USFWS, as-
serting the 4(d) listing of the 
lesser prairie chicken severely 
restricted land use and alleged 
the agency failed to consider 
the economic impact of the 
rule and its impact on small 
businesses in violation of the 
ESA and other statutes. 

Separately, several cattle 
groups, along with the states of 
Texas, Kansas and Oklahoma, 
and an oil industry group, filed 

suit in March 2023 over the 
listing of the prairie chicken. 
They argue the agency failed to 
consider existing conservation 
measures and the economic 
impact on ranchers and the oil 
industry. The suit also said  
USFWS  improperly divided 
the bird into two distinct popu-
lations, violating its own policy 
for evaluating population seg-
ments. Additionally, the suit 
challenged the 4(d) rule, stating 
that the ESA does not permit 
USFWS to delegate enforce-
ment authority to third parties.

That case is still pending be-
fore the court with motions for 
summary judgment due on 
April 30. Counts is also presid-
ing over the case. — Charles 
Wallace, WLJ contributing 
editor

PRAIRIE CHICKEN
(from page 1)

Second prairie chicken suit pending before court

(Send calendar of  events 
information to editorial@wlj.net.)
April 11-13 – Registration is open 
for the 2025 Cattle Raisers 
Convention & Expo taking place 
in downtown Fort Worth, TX. 
Details: cattleraisersconvention.
com.

July 9 – Tyson Ventures has 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e  c a l l  fo r 
applications for the fourth annual 
Tyson Demo Day. Interested 
startups and entrepreneurs are 
encouraged to apply online by 
May 2 at tinyurl.com/ytvzsmsx. 

CCOMING OMING EEVENTSVENTS
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MARKET SITUATION REPORTMARKET SITUATION REPORT
WLJ WLJ compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.compiles its market reports, ODJ stories and statistics from USDA and independent marketing organizations.

CANADACANADA
No report available
Lethbridge, Alberta

March 28 7,409 465-530 420-480 365-445 335-400 305-339 280-305.50 268 124-166 1,450-3,475
Alabama 400-440 360-420 317-390 280-360 257-308 235-260 229-230 151-200 1,100-2,950
March 31 1,240 350-420* 352-470* 357.50-445* 330-395* 289-372* 258-318* 229-284.90* 127-159
Lexington, KY 302.50-335* 320-375* 302.50-380* 282.50-337.50* 250-325* 242-277* 220-242* 145-183 1,825-2,450
March 31 10,052 445-530 400-450 345-400 300-350 284-315 260.75-295
Joplin, MO 390-428 350-400 305-343 276-306 259-279 217-260
March 31 9,630 355-480 385-515 320-480 300-390 272.50-345 230-313 210-280.60 110-164 1,700-4,100
Tennessee 330-430 320-415 295-418 260-346 210-310 210-275 180-245 133-202 925-4,000
March 31 3,654 327.50-427.50 329-400 295-355 245-350 235-287 225-252.50
Virginia 325-367.50 305-353 265-341 257-310 245-286 212.50-247 167.50-240

EA
ST

EA
ST

March 27 1,183 479-500 425-487.50 406.50-500 293.50-380 298-345 125-162 2,350-2,625
Willcox, AZ 430.50-457.50 389-437.50 353.50-396 305-360 251.50-269 139-170 2,050-2,150
March 31 6,743 505-520 435-540 392.50-500 342-415 292.50-350 277.50-313 242.50-268 87.50-166 1,725-3,800
Colorado 445 410-440 350-440 317-377.50 271-320 264-305 250-287 124-196 1,575-3,025
No report available
La Junta, CO
March 30 503 390-445 375-420 345-385 320-360 275-300 210-280 130-160 3,000-3,650
Loma, CO 385-410 350-390 310-360 295-330 250-300 190-260 150-175
April 2 2,845 487-507 406-465 355-417 309-363 285-314 248-291 119-160
Dodge City, KS 410-435 360-405 341-356 279-304 265-276 228-267 150-181 1,650-2,475
March 27 4,195 547.50 452.50-559 372.50-462.50 362.50-438 287-380 287-326 261.50-304.50 131-157 2,000-2,800
Pratt, KS 472.50 392.50-470 370-403 322.50-360 279-314.50 261.50-295 241-271 147-195 1,950-3,250
March 27 4,630 482.50-490 459-482.50 385-455 350-405 319-366 295-318 259.10-293
Salina, KS 470 395-435 349-440 302-364 261-317.50 266.50-291 246-268.50
April 2 1,450 431-501 428-475 351-393 299-341 261-303.25 229-270 121-150
Clovis, NM 405-500 350-452 347-416 240-350 262-301 250-272 180-277 148-170.25
April 1 2,000 515 405-470 370-440 320-420 315-370
El Reno, OK 380-440 345-410 310-350 300-325
April 1 960 403-448 388-418 377-395 316-340 269-309 242-259 132-156 1,625-3,135
McAlester, OK 393-435 337-403 300-335 260-290 227-268 200-220 129-181 1,525-2,825
March 31 4,795 482-486 390-427.50 349-403 314-355 284-316 258-294
Oklahoma City, OK 395-437.50 350-405 310-337.50 279-324 259-294 222-263.50
March 28 507 485-540 393-495 354-414 320-370 300-325 278-300 135-153 2,450-3,000
Cuero, TX 387-460 345-400 315-360 280-350 264-306 230-261 143-186 1,400-2,250
March 27 2,356 525 440-472.50 400-451 327.50-390 310-332 292-309 219-282 97-147 2,250
Dalhart, TX 437.50 405-430 360-400 305-347 270-290 262-268.50 217.50-257 108-174 2,450
March 27 1,326 500 335-365 328-330 280-296 110-142 2,450-2,885
San Angelo, TX 430 410-412.50 335-360 295-322 250-258 232-238 145-191 1,550-2,650
March 27 1,278 415-427 342-375 329.50-354 287.50-306.50 259-276 125-135
Tulia, TX 360 287-327 258.50-263.50 140-155 2,000

SO
UT
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SO
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March 31 9,688 425-495 377-450 340-412 252-377 263-327.50 257-300 121.50-221
Iowa 375-452.50 340-400 300-369 245-341 236-300.50 235-292 132-195.50
April 1 876 530 382.50-437.50 321-352 301.50-308 121-158
Miles City, MT 380-447.50 350-410 330.50-375 322 275-310.50 269 134.50-182.50 2,300-2,800
April 2 4,816 412.50-467.50 373-427 334-372.50 310-337.50 262.50-301.50
Bassett, NE 427-470 330-412.50 301-364 289-330.50 268-312 231-303
March 29 5,040 455-480 390-460 364.50-416 323-365 298-329 275-294
Ericson, NE 402.50-450 349-425 322-349 285-334 275-331 265-271
No report available
Imperial, NE
No report available
Kearney, NE
March 28 1,951 430-475 420-441 371-400 326-363 292-314 262-286
Lexington, NE 417 403-434 315-363 293-317 266-288.25
March 27 4,578 466-478 437.50-445 375-431 325-373 306-328 280.50-300
Ogallala, NE 445-465 370-427.50 337-371 298-336 275.50-296.50 256-286
No report available
Valentine, NE
March 28 4,371 353.50-412.50 321-371 301.50-339 267.75-304.50
Herreid, SD 347.50-375 322-350 293-324 277.50-300 282.50-294
April 2 1,637 349 397-459 367-410 340-376.50 300-319 279-295.50
Torrington, WY 417.50 375-397.50 337-374 305-337.50 292-303 243-278.50
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March 27 1,261 250-485 250-475 240-393 230-340 230-318 210-255 135-159
Orland, CA 230-430 230-418 220-342 210-316 210-285 151-183
No report available
Escalon, CA
March 31 345 280-350 280-350 275-350 250-300 225-250 200-240 110-175
Famoso, CA 250-320 250-320 250-300 225-265 210-240 120-160
No report available
Galt, CA
April 1 1,382 400-450 380-420 340-375 290-333 275-321 118-154
Turlock, CA 390-440 390-425 300-366 279-308 254-284 200-229 147-180
April 1 1,075 430-490 290-445 275-400 250-345 235-305 220-270 136-145
Salina, UT 280-450 270-425 250-375 235-305 220-277.50 195-245 166-177

FA
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No report available
Blackfoot, ID
March 27 526 408-477.50 390-409 339-367.50 253-335 266-314 245 95-149
Burley, ID 344-412 352.50-379 306-312 220 165-192 2,400-3,050
No report available
Emmett, ID
March 29 720 270-362* 310-378* 280-305* 270-325* 280-298* 130-161
Eugene, OR 280-337* 260-332* 260-296* 220-290* 145-173 975-2,700
March 31 337 385-405 380-390 335-370 340-365 290-311 275-290 120-148 2,500-2,800
Madras, OR 320-335 315-330 310-327 270-302 245-265 140-175
April 2 470 335-371 125-153
Vale, OR 313-342.50 280-309 259-273 162-184
March 31 256 380 340-370 340-385 280-342.50 210-323 245-295 170-262.50 50-197.50 3,150
Davenport, WA 300-400 300-350 262.50-345 237.50-316 212.50-297.50 210-272.50 132-212.50 139-222.50 2,625
March 27 1,260 356* 290-351* 148-152.50
Toppenish, WA 361* 316-337.50* 276* 155-176

NO
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HW
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T
NO

RT
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ES
T

Selected AuctionsSelected Auctions
Week Ending April 3, 2025Week Ending April 3, 2025

Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  Feeder prices for steers & heifers reflect medium and large 1 cattle,  
unless otherwise notedunless otherwise noted;; * * Indicates medium and large 1-2 Indicates medium and large 1-2

DATE
200-300 lb. 300-400 lb. 400-500 lb. 500-600 lb. 600-700 lb. 700-800 lb. 800 lb. -up

SLAUGHTER COWS PAIRS
MARKET SLAUGHTER BULLS REPLACEMENTS

SLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTSSLAUGHTER FORWARD CONTRACTS FORWARD BEEF SALESFORWARD BEEF SALES
Delivery Month Neg. Sales 0-21 days 2,048
Mar. '25 157,632 Neg. Sales 21+ days 916
Apr. '25 211,964 Formula sales 3,845
May '25 119,957 Forward contract sales 51
Jun. '25 133,340 Domestic sales 5,883
Jul. '25 100,908 NAFTA Exports 68

NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: MARCH 30, 2025NATIONAL WEEKLY FED BEEF SLAUGHTER VOLUME: MARCH 30, 2025
Domestic Imported

Forward Contract 33,147 9,123
Formula 266,459 4,650
Negotiated Cash 83,137 441
Negotiated Grid 41,354 2,559
Packer Owned 6,687 N/A
Total 430,784 16,773

FED CATTLE TRADEFED CATTLE TRADE Head CountHead Count  Avg. Weight Avg. Weight Avg. PriceAvg. Price

WEEKLY WEIGHTED AVERAGES  
Live FOB Steer 266 1,500 210.00
Live FOB Heifer 131 1,350 210.00
Dressed Del Steer 144 953 341.25
Dressed Del Heifer N/A N/A N/A
SAME PERIOD LAST WEEK
Live FOB Steer 2,212 1,520 211.83
Live FOB Heifer 631 1,377 213.00
Dressed Del Steer 637 962 330.92
Dressed Del Heifer 594 824 334.00
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR
Live FOB Steer 5,941 1,571 186.99
Live FOB Heifer 1,909 1,391 186.60
Dressed Del Steer 7,408 944 296.84
Dressed Del Heifer 3,825 863 296.38

Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED Find out how YOUR AUCTION MARKET can become a PREFERRED WLJWLJ partner! partner!
At no cost to you, we’ll send you weekly copies of the Western Livestock Journal that you can share with your 

customers to keep them informed of what’s happening in the beef industry. There is no obligation or downside! 
Contact Hannah at 720-370-8275 for more information.

Santa Teresa, NM - 
 Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and yearlings 
sold steady. Heifers traded steady. Trade active, 
demand good. Supply consisted of steers and 

spayed heifers weighing 500-800 lbs.

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
500-600 lbs 285-295
600-700 lbs 265-275
700-800 lbs 245-255

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
500-600 lbs 323-333
600-700 lbs 293-303
700-800 lbs 263-273

Douglas, AZ - 
 Compared to Tuesday, steer calves and yearlings 
sold steady. Heifers traded steady. Trade active, 
demand good. Supply consisted of steers and 

spayed heifers weighing 500-800 lbs..

Feeder heifers: Medium and large 1&2
500-600 lbs 275-285
600-700 lbs 255-265
700-800 lbs 235-245

Feeder steers: Medium and large 1&2
500-600 lbs 310-320
600-700 lbs 280-290
700-800 lbs 250-260

USDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLEUSDA WEEKLY IMPORTED FEEDER CATTLE
April 2,  2025
Mexico to United States Feeder Cattle Import Summary
Receipts EST: 2,900 Week Ago EST: 3,950 Year Ago Act: 7,550

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURESCANADIAN LIVESTOCK PRICES & FEDERAL INSPECTED SLAUGHTER FIGURES

Alberta Direct Sales (4% shrink) Price Weekly
Change

Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 188.77 +0.75
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 186.88 +0.75
Ontario Auctions
Slaughter Steers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1300-1500 lbs 187.62 +0.76
Slaughter Heifers, mostly Choice & Select 1-3, 1200-1400 lbs 186.06 +0.75
Slaughter Cows, Cutter and Utility 1-3, 1100-1400 lbs 120.27 +0.48
*Price comparison from one week ago.

(slide 10 cents on steers and heifers basis 300 lbs. All sales fob port of entry.)

Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, April 1, 2025Average feeder cattle prices (CND) for week ending Tuesday, April 1, 2025
Steers: Alberta Saskatchewan Ontario

501-600 lbs 369.96 N/A 343.93
601-700 lbs 310.95 310.00 320.87
701-800 lbs 287.28 276.23 271.96
801-900 lbs 264.91 246.92 249.88

Heifers:
401-500 lbs 337.81 333.46 276.64
501-600 lbs 308.58 310.78 266.93
601-700 lbs 287.00 281.19 257.19
701-800 lbs 265.90 256.92 252.30

USDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTSUSDA MEXICO TO U.S. WEEKLY LIVESTOCK IMPORTS
Feeder cattle imports weekly and yearly volume.

 Species Current
Week

Previous
Week

Current
Year-to-date

Previous
Year-to-date

3/24/2025 3/17/2025
Feeders 22,335 18,960 100,844 327,741

  CATTLE FUTURES: CME Live CattleCATTLE FUTURES: CME Live Cattle
3/28 3/31 4/1 4/2 4/3 High* Low*

Apr. 20883 20780 20913 21090 20955 21090 16853
Jun. 20485 20365 20543 20773 20630 20773 16668
Aug. 20100 20003 20233 20405 20273 20405 17005
Oct. 19973 19878 20138 20253 20108 20253 18068

    CATTLE FUTURES: CATTLE FUTURES: CME Feeder CattleCME Feeder Cattle
3/28 3/31 4/1 4/2 4/3 High* Low*

Mar. 28676 N/A N/A N/A N/A 29220 21920
Apr. 28693 28645 28828 28945 28763 28945 22268
May 28518 28450 28715 28840 28605 28840 22460
Aug. 28968 28950 29240 29398 29178 29398 24118
*High and low figures are for the life of the contract.

CutoutsCutouts FED BOXED BEEFFED BOXED BEEF
DATE CHOICE SELECT COW BEEF CUTOUT 50% LEAN 90% LEAN
Apr. 3 338.37 317.84 296.65 124.97 381.66
Apr. 2 339.90 318.83 295.47 119.68 378.87
Apr. 1 342.22 322.07 298.25 135.99 384.35
Mar.31 335.26 320.01 297.39 125.46 382.70
Mar. 28 332.82 318.68 297.50 116.90 N/A

BEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed BeefBEEF REPORT: Weekly Composite Boxed Beef
WEEK
ENDING

COMPREHENSIVE
Loads/Price

PRIME
Loads/Price

BRANDED
Loads/Price

CHOICE
Loads/Price

SELECT
Loads/Price

UNGRADED
Loads/Price

March 31 6,860 330.77 264 362.15 1,446 334.69 1,985 329.90 694 313.37 2,473 295.71
March 24 6,955 326.88 215 357.69 1,300 329.48 1,934 324.65 600 309.07 2,905 293.37
March 17 6,681 321.67 248 357.61 1,373 325.12 1,883 318.06 683 304.71 2,494 292.94
March 10 6,733 317.34 225 358.06 1,337 320.88 2,183 314.91 617 302.96 2,372 289.21

MARKET AT A GLANCEMARKET AT A GLANCE This Week: 4/3/2025This Week: 4/3/2025 Week AgoWeek Ago Year AgoYear Ago
Choice Fed Steers 210.00 q 211.83 186.99

CME Feeder Index 291.27  286.90 249.90

Boxed Beef Average 338.37  335.72 297.15

Average Dressed Steers 341.25  330.92 296.84

Live Slaughter Weight* 1,430 q 1,431 1,392

Weekly Slaughter** 609,000  560,000 586,000

Weekly Beef Production*** 528.6  486.7 493.0

Hide/Offal Value 11.79  11.58 11.67

Corn Price 4.62  4.53 4.35

  *Average weight for previous week. **Total slaughter for previous week. ***Estimated year-to-date figure in million pounds for previous week.

MMARKET ARKET NNEWSEWS
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VISALIA LIVESTOCK MARKET VISALIA LIVESTOCK MARKET 
SATURDAY, APRIL 19 •SATURDAY, APRIL 19 •

700 HEAD OF FANCY REPLACEMENT FEMALES SELL
300 FANCY FRONT END FEMALES
FALL CALVING, FIRST-CALF AND COMING 3-YEAR-OLDS. ANGUS/ANGUS-CROSS, RED ANGUS/RED ANGUS CROSS. ALL ARE ULTRASOUND 
CONFIRMED TO CALVE BETWEEN SEPT. 15 AND OCT. 15. HAND SELECTED FROM THE TOP END OF 800 REPLACEMENTS. ORIGINATED FROM 
REPUTATION RANCHES. ALL FOOTHILL & ANAPLAS VACCINATED AND ON A COMPLETE YEARLY MODIFIED-LIVE VACCINATION AND MINERAL 
PROGRAM. THEY HAVE BEEN RUNNING IN THE SIERRA FOOTHILLS FOR TWO SEASONS!

100 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS FEMALES
FROM THE WILKINSON RANCH IN MCDERMITT, NV. BRED TO LOW BIRTH/HIGH GROWTH ANGUS BULLS FROM 44 FARMS, KERN 
CATTLE AND JORGENSEN FARMS AND A FEW HIGH-END RED ANGUS BULLS FROM LUDVIGSON, IRON-LORENSEN AND STEGALL 
CATTLE CO.
100 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS FEMALES
ORIGINATING FROM THE OTIS CREEK RANCH, DREWSEY, OR AND STEP TOE RANCH, MCGILL, NV. BRED TO LOW BIRTH/HIGH 
GROWTH ANGUS BULLS FROM 44 FARMS, KERN CATTLE AND JORGENSEN FARMS AND A FEW HIGH-END RED ANGUS BULLS 
FROM LUDVIGSON, IRON-LORENSEN AND STEGALL CATTLE CO.
100 RED ANGUS/RED ANGUS CROSS FEMALES
ORIGINATING FROM MALOTT LIVESTOCK, POWELL BUTTE, OR, AND BERG RANCH CO., MARTINSDALE, MT. BRED TO HIGH END, 
LOW BIRTH LUDVIGSONSTOCK FARM, IRON-LORENZEN AND STEGALL CATTLE CO. RED ANGUS BULLS.

PLUS:
40 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS COWS
3-YEAR-OLDS ORIGINATING FROM ONE SOUTHERN MONTANA RANCH. FOOTHILL VACCINATED AND ON A YEARLY MODIFIED-LIVE VAC-
CINE PROGRAM.  BRED TO 100% FRONT END JORGENSON ANGUS BULLS TO CALVE SEPT & OCT.
40 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS COWS
3-YEAR-OLDS ORIGINATING FROM ONE EASTERN OREGON RANCH. FOOTHILL VACCINATED AND ON A YEARLY MODIFIED-LIVE VACCINE 
PROGRAM. BRED TO 100% FRONT END JORGENSON ANGUS BULLS TO CALVE SEPT & OCT.
60 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS & RED ANGUS CROSS COWS
3 & 4-YEAR-OLD CALIFORNIA NATIVE COWS. FULL MODIFIED-LIVE VACCINATION PROGRAM. BRED TO 100% FRONT END JORGENSON 
ANGUS BULLS TO CALVE SEPT & OCT.
60 ANGUS/ANGUS CROSS & RED ANGUS CROSS COWS
3 & 4-YEAR-OLD COWS ORIGINATING FROM DILLON, MT AREA. FULL MODIFIED-LIVE VACCINATION PROGRAM. BRED TO 100% FRONT 
END JORGENSON ANGUS BULLS TO CALVE SEPT & OCT. ALSO - EARLY SPRING PAIRS!

733 N. Ben Maddox Way

Watch & bid online at www.lmaauctions.com. 
Must get preapproval for bidding. 
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DATE!

LUNCH AT NOONLUNCH AT NOON
SALE AT 12 :30PMSALE AT 12 :30PM

ANNUAL BRED COW & FEMALE SALE

As March wraps up, it is 
interesting to look back at 
feeder cattle markets over the 
past four years. Figure 1 shows 
Oklahoma combined auction 
prices by weight for M/L, No. 
1 steers in March since 2022. 
Not only have feeder cattle 
prices risen dramatically, but 
the relationship between light 
and heavy weight feeder cattle 
has changed significantly. The 
change in relative prices 
across weight groups reflects 
market signals about how re-
sources should be used for 
cattle production.

As an example, Table 1 
summarizes the prices and 
relationships between calf 
prices and feeder cattle for 
475-pound and 775-lb. steers. 
These prices are highlighted 
in Figure 1. In total, prices for 
calves increased by 94.6% 
from 2022 to 2025 while prices 
for 775-lb. steers increased by 
85.2%. Prices for the feeder 

steers increased faster ini-
tially in 2023 before the calf 
prices increased sharply in 
2024 and 2025. In 2023, the 
March feeder prices were 
75.3% of the calf price level but 
by 2025, the feeder price was 
71.3% of calf price. 

The price relationships be-
tween calves and feeder cattle 
determine the value of adding 
additional to calves as stock-
ers. Table 1 includes the value 
of 300 lbs. of gain between the 
475-lb. calves and 775-lb. 
feeders. In 2022, the value of 
gain was $0.72/lb. and in-
creased to $1.03/lb. by 2025. 
Over the four years, the value 
of gain increased by 43.1%. 

The increase in calf prices 
means that cow-calf revenue 
has increased dramatically in 
the past four years. Based on 
the March prices in Table 1, 
calf revenue has increased 
from $975.37/head in 2022 to 
$1,897.86/head, an increase 

of $922.49/head. In contrast, 
gross revenue for 300 lbs. of 
stocker gain have increased 
from $216/head in 2022 to 
$309/head in 2025. If we as-
sume that it would be possible 
to stock two head of stockers 
per cow, the total stocker rev-
enue increase would be $186 
on a per cow equivalent. In 
other words, cow-calf revenue 
has increased 424% more 
than stocker revenue from 
2022 to 2025.

Current market conditions 
clearly favor calf production 
over stocker production. That 
is to say, grass has more value 
marketed as weaned calves 
compared to stocker-based 
gain. Cow-calf producers 
have increased incentives to 
maximize calf production 
compared to retaining calves 
for increased stocker gain. 

Stocker producers face chal-
lenging margins and limited 
opportunities in the current 
market. The combination of 
increased calf production in-

centives and relatively cheap 
feedlot cost of gain means that 
stockers are squeezed into a 
limited role generally favoring 
lighter beginning weights and 

faster turnover of stockers. 
— Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma 
State University Extension 
livestock marketing special-
ist

Feeder cattle markets for March across the past four years

Weight 2022 2023 2024 2025 % Chg.
2022-2025

Lbs. $/Cwt.

475 $205.34 $249.40 $350.85 $399.55 +94.6

% Chg. YOY +21.5 +40.7 +13.9

775 $153.84 $187.85 $252.89 $284.93 +85.2

% Chg. YOY +22.1 +34.6 +12.7

775 as % of 
475 74.9 75.3 72.1 71.3

VOG ($/lb.) $0.72 $0.90 $0.98 $1.03 +43.1

% Chg. YOY +25.0 +8.2 +5.8

 % Chg. YOY  +25.0 +8.2 +5.8  

prices mostly steady, and en-
joyed rising prices on box 
sales,” the Cattle Report said 
on Thursday.

Boxed beef prices were 
mixed over the week, gaining 
about $3 on the Choice cut-
out to $338.37 and losing 
about $2 on the Select cutout 
to $317.84.

Feeder cattle
Feeder cattle futures also 

closed lower, down about $2 
on the April contract to 
$285.40 and the May contract 
also down about $2 to 
$282.12.

“The market has addition-
al concerns about how these 
newly instated tariffs will im-
pact not only short-term 
trade and buying decisions, 
but also long-term market 
activity,” read DTN’s midday 
comments on Thursday.

The CME Feeder Cattle In-
dex lost $4.37 to close at 
$291.27.

Corn futures closed higher, 
up 7 cents on the May con-
tract to $4.57 and up 7 cents 
on the July contract to $4.65.

Colorado: Winter Live-

stock in La Junta sold 2,857 
head on Tuesday. Compared 
to the last auction, feeder 
steers sold $5-7 higher, with 
instances of sharply higher 
across all weight classes. 
Feeder heifers sold $5-9 high-
er, with instances of sharply 
higher across all weight class-
es. Benchmark steers averag-
ing 729 lbs. sold for $283-294, 
averaging $289.80.

Missouri: Joplin Regional 
Stockyards in Carthage sold 
10,000 head on Monday. 
Compared to a week earlier, 
feeder steers under 800 lbs. 
sold steady to $8 lower with 
heavier weights steady to $2 
higher. Feeder heifers sold 
steady to $7 lower. Bench-
mark steers averaging 773 lbs. 
sold from $284-307, averag-
ing $292.71.

Oklahoma: Oklahoma 
National Stockyards in Okla-
homa City sold 5,000 head on 
Monday. Compared to a 
week earlier, feeder steers 
and steer calves sold steady 
to $5 lower. Feeder heifers 
and heifer calves sold steady 
to $5 higher except 500-700 
lbs. sold $1-5 lower. Bench-
mark steers averaging 785 lbs. 
sold from $288-300, averag-
ing $291.22. — Anna Miller, 
WLJ managing editor

MARKETS
(from page 1)

Boxed beef prices 
close mixed

Table 1. March Prices and Value of Gain, M/L, No. 1 Steers, Oklahoma Combined Auctions

YOY = Year over year; VOG = Value of gain
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Cattle 
For Sale 10

NEW & USED PIPE 
Saw Cut Post, used sucker rod, used 

guard rail.  
Conlin Supply Company, Inc 
Call Larry (209) 847-8977

Delivery available.

Ag/Industrial 
Supplies 28

Real Estate 
Southwest 20D Real Estate 

Southwest 20D

We need your listings on any types of ag properties in TX, NM, OK & CO.
RANCH & FARM REAL ESTATE

Scott Land Company, LLCScott Land Company, LLC

QUAY COUNTY ALFALFA AND LIVESTOCK – 255.474± acres a few miles southeast 
of Tucumcari, NM in Quay County. A total of 112.3± acres irrigated, 107± acres of native 
grassland, and 40± acres of dry farmland is combined with a 20’ x 80’ shop with concrete 
flooring and electricity.
TELL TX HALF SECTION – 320± acres just a few miles south of Tell, TX on the northern 
end of Cottle County. With the majority of the ranch being native pasture, it lends itself to 
grazing opportunities, hunting or recreational use. Along with perimeter and interior fencing, a 
60± acre portion of the property is tilled ground.
FELT WEST 25.17 ACRES – 25.17± acres on pavement west of Felt, Oklahoma in Cimarron 
County. Improvements include a 40X80 straight side steel barn with concrete flooring and a 
mobile home site with a two-sided steel shed with sewer hook-ups. Both facilities are provided 
water and electricity.

www.scottlandcompany.com • 800-933-9698 day/eve
Ben G. Scott – Broker • Krystal M. Nelson – NM QB

POWDER RIVER
LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Best prices with delivery available.  
Conlin Supply Co., Inc.

Oakdale, CA
Ask for Larry or Albert
209/847-8977

Livestock 
Supplies 18

Excellent selection of Angus bulls 
for sale.

AI-sired from proven cow families.
Westwind Angus

(530) 736-0727

2 Bar 
Angus
Hereford, 
Texas
806/344-7444
877/2BAR-ANG
www.2barangus.com

150 Bulls For Sale 150 Bulls For Sale 
Home of 2 Bar Twenty XHome of 2 Bar Twenty X

Visit www.wlj.net today!

Real Estate 
Pacific 20A

Loans 36

303-773-3545
You Call Steve, I’ll Come to You.

RATES AS LOW AS 5.5%!
Business & Financial Consulting.
Designed for the Farmer/Rancher 

(Not the Banker)
www.agrionefinancial.com

Equipment 
For Sale 30

Pasture 
Wanted 24

Ranch lease wanted for pairs. 2025 
and beyond. Up to 1500 pairs but 

would consider smaller deals. 
Anywhere in the western states. Full 

care or our care
(541) 377-3942

LEMHI  ROAD RANCH
357± acres of irrigated 
pasture, hay fields, and 
grazing land, with a home, 
barns, corrals. Adjacent to 
BLM. $1,990,000

DAYTON RANCH
REDUCED AGAIN!!

1,715± acres of grazing 
land with two creeks, 
gorgeous scenery, abundant 
recreation, wildlife, hunting, 
fishing, and income from 
CRP.  Now $1,995,000

KNIPE LAND
(208) 345-3163  
knipeland.com

Irrigation 27

 Fair Prices . Good Service . Rancher Owned 
  DELIVERY THROUGHOUT THE WEST 
CCAALLLL  TTOODDAAYY::  777755--665577--11881155  

HDPE PIPE for Ranch Water Systems

2 x 2.WLJ.option.qxp_Layout 1  5/31

Real Estate
Mountain 20C Real Estate

Mountain 20C

Hay/Feed/ 
Seed 26

Schools 43

Get thorouGh practical  
traininG in: 

Pregnancy testing—A.I. 
herd health—calf  

delivery and care. Many  
additional subjects.

Our business is to help you 
improve your business.

Learn more by working with 
live animals under expert 

supervision.

GRAHAM SCHOOL, INC.  
641 W. Hwy 31 Garnett, KS 66032 

 
785/448-3119 

 www.grahamschool 
forcattlemen.com

Over 100 years of 
continuous service

CATTLEMEN

GENTLE AMERICAN  
BEEF TYPE GRAY 

BRAHMANS
Loren Pratt

520-709-1554
44996 W. Papago Rd. 

Maricopa, AZ 85139

We manufacture tank 
coating for concrete, rock 

or steel tanks:

Call for our free catalog.

Virden Perma Bilt Co.
806-352-2761

Amarillo, TX

www.virdenproducts.com

WWW.HALLANDHALL.COM   |   INFO@HALLANDHALL.COM   |  402.322.1991WWW.HALLANDHALL.COM   |   INFO@HALLANDHALL.COM   |  402.322.1991

SALES  |  AUCTIONS  |  FINANCE 
MANAGEMENT  |  APPRAISALS

M E T Z G E R  R A N C H 
CHERRY COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Metzger Ranch is one of the founding and most 
historic ranches of the Nebraska Sandhills. It 
is comprised of 55,136± total acres, of which 

51,856± are deeded. The ranch is a 2,500-cow 
self-sustaining and well-balanced year-round ranch 

operation with over 17 miles of live water.

OFFERED AT $50,000,000

Contact: Mark Johnson | mjohnson@hallandhall.com

NEED EXTRA INCOME?
Advertise a hunting  

or fishing lease!  
CALL NOW!CALL NOW!  800-850-2769800-850-2769

Pasture 
Available 23

Mountain Spring Pasture, 200 pair, 
good water and access, 
Northeastern California. 

(530) 294-1203

For Sale Hay and Grain. Winter 
Fodder Rye. Chehalis, WA. $1,000 

for entire field standing. 
(360) 520-1418

CATTLE FOR SALE
Top quality registered Angus 

bulls. AI bloodlines, reasonably 
priced. 

Tara Farms, Orland, CA. 
Joel: (530) 865-3600

Take WLJ with you 
wherever you go!

REGISTERED TEXAS 
LONGHORNS FOR SALE IN 

CALIFORNIA
Featured in September 2020 

American Beef Producer 
magazine.

Gentle pairs, steers, heifers, solid 
and colorful bulls. Foraging, 

hardy, low-maintenance cattle, 
traffic-stopping colors. Cross 
breed with your herd for easy 

calving, robust calves resistant to 
disease. Fascinating, fun to show, 

simple handling.
Westhaven Ranch 
Tel: 209-274-9917

Email: swestmoore@gmail.com
 www.westhavenlonghorns.com
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Meat quality is influenced 
by various factors that affect 
the consumer’s eating experi-
ence, including tenderness, 
marbling and fat composi-
tion. While many factors con-
tribute to the final product, 
beef producers play a key role 
in shaping meat quality 
through their management 
and nutritional decisions, 
even before an animal is 
born.

Production systems vary 
widely based on climate and 
economics, but management 
choices made before birth 
can significantly impact meat 
quality. Key decisions in-
clude breed selection and 
maternal nutrition.

Breed type affects meat 
quality. Bos taurus breeds, 
such as Angus and Hereford, 
tend to have higher marbling 
scores than Bos indicus 

breeds. Crossbreeding beef 
and dairy genetics can opti-
mize efficiency and carcass 
quality, with research ongo-
ing to determine the best 
breed combinations for su-
perior meat characteristics.

A dam’s uterine capacity 
and diet during pregnancy 
directly impact the offspring’s 
muscle development, fat 
composition and overall 
meat quality. Intrauterine 
growth restriction can limit 
muscle fiber development 
and reduce marbling. Proper 
maternal nutrition helps 
mitigate these effects. Studies 
show that protein supple-
mentation during gestation 
improves marbling and meat 
tenderness, while both un-
dernutrition and overnutri-
tion of the beef cow during 
gestation can negatively im-
pact carcass traits of their 

calves.
Feeding antioxidant-rich 

diets to pregnant cattle can 
enhance the offspring’s meat 
quality by improving shelf life 
and flavor stability. Research 
suggests that plant-based an-
tioxidants, such as rosemary 
and thyme, can reduce fat 
oxidation, preserving meat 
tenderness and taste.

Beef producers have a sig-
nificant influence on meat 
quality through breeding 
choices and nutrition man-
agement. Understanding 
these factors and implement-
ing best practices from con-
ception through finishing can 
lead to higher-quality beef, 
improving both consumer 
satisfaction and market val-
ue. — Paul Beck, Oklahoma 
State University Coopera-
tive Extension Service beef 
cattle nutrition specialist

Enhancing meat quality through 
management decisions pre-calving

GREEN MOUNTAIN RED 
ANGUS PRODUCTION 

SALE
March 18, Logan, MT

84 Red Angus  
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$6,985

Auctioneer: Trent 
Stewart

TOPS: GMRA Legionnaire 
M4223, 1/16/2024 by GMRA 
King James 0272H; to Price 
Ranch, Deer Trail, CO, 
$18,500. GMRA Lottery 
M4294, 2/12/2024 by Bieber 
Foreman H165; to Cooksley 
Red Angus, Anselmo, NE, 
$12,000. GMRA High Jump 
M4231, 1/18/2024 by Bieber 
Jumpstart J1037; to Cooks-
ley Red Angus, Anselmo, NE, 
$12,000. GMRA Maverick 
M4245, 1/22/2024 by Brown 
PRA Patriot G6291; to 
Kinchen Land & Livestock 
LLC, Kaycee, WY, $11,500. 
— DEVIN MURNIN

GARTNER-DENOWH 
ANGUS RANCH BULL 

SALE
March 27, Sidney, MT

249 Angus  
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $7,276
250 Commercial open 
heifers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,539

Auctioneers: Roger 
Jacobs and Kyle Shobe
TOPS: GDAR Justo 4368, 

2/15/2024 by GDAR Justo 

2711; to Jeff DeVries, Cavour, 
SD, $14,000. GDAR Bardolier 
4572, 3/4/2024 by GDAR 
Bardolier 2363; to Schieber 
Ranch, Sidney, MT, $14,000. 
G DA R  B a rd o l i e r  432, 
1/29/2024 by GDAR Bordo-
lier 2363; to Tom Opitz, 
Hartford, SD, $14,000. GDAR 
Clipper 4506, 2/27/2024 by 
GDAR Clipper 225; to Dale 
Gosho, Beach, ND, $13,500. 
— DEVIN MURNIN

VERMILION RANCH 
PRODUCTION SALE

March 27, Billings, MT
461 Angus  
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $10,450
29 Angus fall bred  
heifers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5,629
50 Commercial spring 
pairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4,900
5867 Commercial open 
heifers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,518
257 Angus  
embryos  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,001

Auctioneers: Joe 
Goggins, Roger Jacobs, 

Ty Thompson, Greg 
Goggins & Bill Cook

TOPS—Angus bulls: Ver-
milion Jameson M228, 
2/19/2024 by Basin James-
on; to Vermilion Jameson 
Syndicate, $75,000. Vermil-
i o n  J a m e s o n  M 2 85, 
3/9/2024 by Basin Jameson 
1076; to Wittkopp Angus, 

Circle, MT, $38,000. Vermil-
i o n  R i v e r s i d e  M 1 9 2 , 
2/12/2024 by Vermilion Riv-
erside; to Miller Angus, 
Bruce, SD, $37,500. Vermil-
ion Long Teton M041, 
1/31/2024 by Long Teton 
107; to Bob Stoddard, New 
Castle, WY, $26,500. Vermil-
ion Resilient M261, 3/1/2024 
by Heiken Resilient 2087; to 
Griffel Angus, Park City, MT, 
$25,000. Vermilion Jameson 
M330, 2/22/2024 by Basin 
Jameson 1076; to Tim Rice, 
Mullen, NE, $24,500. Vermil-
i o n  J a m e s o n  M 1 9 8, 
2/24/2024 by Basin Jame-
son 1076; to KG Ranch, Three 
Forks, MT, $24,000. Fall 
bred heifer:  Vermilion 
Blackbird 3780, 8/12/2023 
by VAR Conclusion 0234; to 
Dustin Focht, Pratt, KS, 
$9,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

DOUBET RANCH BULL 
SALE

April 1, Billings, MT
58 Salers bulls  .  .  .  .$8,289
Auctioneer: Ty Thompson

TOPS: DR Gold Nugget 
88M, 3/2/2024 by MJB Kru-
gerrand 379K; to Rowell 
Cattle Co., Minnakah, OK, 
$23,000. DR Patriot 3M, 
1/28/2024 by MJB Patriot 
342H; to Beery Land and 
Livestock, Vida, MT, $16,000. 

DR Patriot 84M, 2/23/2024 
by MJB Patriot 342H; to Elm 
Creek Ranch, Hebron, ND, 
$13,000. DR Black Gold 89M, 
3/8/2024 by MJB Kruger-
rand 379K; to Thomas 
Ranch, Meeteetse, WY, 
$12,000. DR Jasper 10M, 
1/31/2024 by TSB Jasper 
16J; to Wilson U Ranch, Kir-
by, WY, $12,000. DR Juneau 
98M, 3/13/2024 by ECR Ju-
neau 352J; to Promise Land 
Cattle Co., Fishtail, MT, 
$12,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

HINMAN ANGUS BULL 
SALE

April 1, Malta, MT
164 Angus bulls .  .  . $8,116
Auctioneer: Joe Goggins 
Sale Manager: Ron Frye 

Marketing
TOPS: HA Man In Black 

4425, 2/5/2024 by LAR Man 
In Black; to Lufkin Cattle Co., 
Leadore, ID, $42,000. HA 
M a n  I n  B l a c k  4 2 1 8, 
2/25/2024 by LAR Man In 
Black; to Math Farms, White-
water, MT, $24,000. HA Man 
In Black 4398, 2/10/2024 by 
LAR Man In Black; to VLS 
Angus, Dunn Center, ND, 
$27,500. HA America 4107, 
2/13/2024 by SAV America 
8018; to Remmich Ranch, 
Hinsdale, MT, $21,000. HA 
Badlands 4257, 3/1/2024 by 

Ellingson Badlands 0285; to 
Big Dry Angus Ranch, Jor-
dan, MT, $20,500. HA Man In 
Black 4394, 2/10/2024 by 
LAR Man In Black; to KG 
Ranch, Three Forks, MT, 
$20,000. — DEVIN MURNIN

NISSEN ANGUS BULL 
SALE

April 2, Chinook, MT
50 Angus bulls .  .  .  . $7,969

Auctioneer: Roger 
Jacobs

TOPS: NA Exclusive 421, 
1/27/2024 by Musgrave 316 
Exclusive; to Alan and Rachel 
Weaver, Big Sandy, MT, 
$16,500. NA Duke 453, 
2/6/2024 by Millard Duke 
816; to Bruce Hould, Malta, 
MT, $12,500. NA Duke 466, 
2/8/2024 by Millard Duke 
816; to Faber Ranch, Lloyd, 
MT, $11,000. NA Tanker 429, 
1/31/2024 by LVVF Tanker 14; 
to Powder River Angus, Ar-
vada, WY, $11,000. — DEVIIN 
MURNIN

DIAMOND PEAK CATTLE 
BULL SALE 

March 29, Loma, CO
86 Angus & SimAngus 
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$7,811

Auctioneer: Trent 
Stewart

AXTELL CATTLE CO . 
PRODUCTION SALE

March 31, Sterling, CO
4 Angus bulls  .  .  .  .  .$5,688
46 Red Angus  

bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5,534
5 Red Angus/Charolais 
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,900
10 Commercial  
pairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4,050
14 Red Angus open  
heifers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,929
27 Commercial open  
heifers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,700

Auctioneer: Jason 
Santamaso

TOPS: Axtell TKO 4552, 
3/5/2024 by Axtell TKO 
2418; to Orton Red Angus, 
Ainsworth, NE, $11,250. Ax-
tell  Widescreen 4821, 
3/11/2024 by Axtell Wides-
creen 2032; to K2 Red An-
gus,  Wheatland,  W Y, 
$10,000. Axtell Aromax 
4833, 3/6/2024 by Red ARO 
818F; to Carrizo Creek Red 
Angus, Kim, CO, $9,750. — 
TY GROSHANS

GRAY'S ANGUS RANCH 
BULL SALE

March 31, Harrison, NE
40 Angus older  
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$6,506
49 Angus yearling  
bulls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5,744
Auctioneer: Matt Lowery

TOPS—Older bull: Gray's 
Out Front 7143, 4/23/2023 
by Gray's Out Front 4170; to 
Byron Burdick, Johnston, NE, 
$15,000. Yearling bull: 
Gray's Accomplishment 84, 
1/23/2024 by Sitz Accom-
plishment 720F; to Kelby 
Kretschman, Arvada, WY, 
$17,000. — TY GROSHANS

Sale ReportsSale Reports

PAYWEIGHT
STARTS 
PAYWEIGHT
STARTS 

Sale Calendar is a service 
to our advertisers. There 
is a minimum advertising 
requirement to be eligible to 
be listed in the Sale Calendar. 
Contact your fieldman for 
more information or to have 
your date added to the Sale 
Calendar. We will only run 
auction sale dates or private 
treaty start dates.

ANGUS
Apr . 7 – FBA Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Havre, MT
Apr . 8 – Hilltop Angus 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Denton, MT
Apr . 9 – Jocko Valley Cattle, 
Columbus, MT
Apr . 12 – Bar T Bar, Bull Sale, 
Winslow, AZ
Apr . 12 – Fink Beef Genetics, 
Production Sale, Randolph, KS

Apr . 15 – Treasure Bull Test, 
Great Falls, MT
Apr . 16 – Milk River Genetics, 
Bull Sale, Chinook, MT
Apr . 18 – Timber Line Ranch, 
Bull Sale, Manhattan, MT
Apr . 18 – DeGrand Angus, 
Bull Sale, Baker, MT
Apr . 19 – Lindskov’s LT 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Isabel, SD
Apr . 22 – Dunn Ranches, Bull 
Sale, Eaton, CO
Apr . 29 – Currant Creek 
Angus Ranch, Bull Sale, Miles 
City, MT
May . 17 – Western Summit, 
Female Sale, Galt, CA
May . 22 – Dixie Valley Angus, 
Female Sale, Online

BALANCER
Apr . 12 – Bar T Bar, Bull Sale, 
Winslow, AZ

CHAROLAIS
Apr . 12 – Fink Beef Genetics, 
Production Sale, Randolph, 
KS
Apr . 12 – Hebbert Charolais, 
Bull Sale, Hyannis, NE
Apr . 19– Lindskov’s LT 
Ranch, Bull Sale, Isabel, SD

HEREFORD
Apr . 19 – Stuber Ranch, Bull 
Sale, Bowman, ND

RED ANGUS
Apr . 8 – Beckton Red Angus, 
Bull Sale, Sheridan, WY
Apr . 11 – 5L Red Angus, Bull 
Sale, Sheridan, MT
Apr . 12 – Ludvigson Stock 
Farms, Bull Sale, Park City, 
MT
May . 8 – Koenig Ranch Reds, 
Bull Sale, Glasgow, MT

STABILIZER
Apr . 12 – Bar T Bar, Bull Sale, 
Winslow, AZ

COMMERCIAL
Apr . 19 – Visalia Livestock, 
Bred Cow & Pair Sale, Visalia, 
CA

HORSE
May . 17 – Feather River 
College, Horse Sale, Quincy, 
CA
May . 24 – Full House Horse 
Sale, Newcastle, WY
Jun . 7 – Ranchers Horse 
Sale, Juntura, OR
Jun . 14 – Shelman Family 
Horse Sale, Burns, OR
Jul . 12 – High Desert Quarter 
Horse Sale, Redmond, OR

Sale CalendarSale Calendar

CLM REPRESENTATIVES
Jake Parnell..................................................................916-662-1298
George Gookin ..........................................................209-482-1648
Rex Whittle .................................................................209-996-6994
Mark Fischer ............................................................. 209-768-6522
Kris Gudel .................................................................... 916-208-7258
Steve Bianchi ............................................................707-484-3903
Jason Dailey .................................................................916-439-7761 
Brett Friend .................................................................510-685-4870
Tod Radelfinger .........................................................775-901-3332
Bowdy Griffen ............................................................530-906-5713

AUCTION MARKET
Address ..................................... 12495 Stockton Blvd., Galt, CA
Office.................................................................................209-745-1515
Fax .....................................................................................209-745-1582
Website/Market Report............................ www.clmgalt.com
Web Broadcast ................................... www.lmaauctions.com

Wednesday Weekly Schedule
Butcher Cows ......................................................................... 8:30am
Cow-Calf Pairs/Bred Cows .............................................11:30am
Feeder Cattle ................................................................................12pm

CCA

-  WEEKLY S ALE EVERY WEDNESDAY - 

UPCOMING WESTERN VIDEO MARKET SALES
CALL NOW TO CONSIGN TO THESE WVM SALES.

SPECIAL CATTLEMEN’S FEEDER SALES

APRIL 9
APRIL 23

MAY 7

MAY 28
JUNE 18
JULY 9

SPECIAL AMADOR ELDORADO SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
CATTLEMEN’S FEEDER SALE

MONDAY, MAY 19 & MONDAY, JUNE 9
ALSO FEATURING CONSIGNMENTS FROM CONTRA COSTA 
ALAMEDA, SAN JOAQUIN STANISLAUS, MADERA, FRESNO 

KINGS, TAHOE, SONOMA, MARIN & OTHER LOCAL CATTLEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATIONS.

PROUDLY SELLING FOR & CONTRIBUTING BACK TO 
LOCAL CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATIONS FOR 

OVER 40 YEARS!

-  W E D N E S D A Y S  - 

MAY 1 - COTTONWOOD, CA
CONSIGN BY APRIL 15

MAY 22 - COTTONWOOD, CA
CONSIGN BY MAY 14

PLEASE CONTACT JAKE 
OR ANY CLM REP FOR 
PROPER VACCINATION 

PROTOCOLS. 
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